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CONFIDENTIAL. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTIN' 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 48—JANUARY TO MARCH 1949, 


CHAPTER I,—PALESTINE. 


(E 1673/6/31) No.1 


The Present Poxition of World Jewry with particular reference to Kastern 
Europe. 


Wrepared by the Foreign Research and Pris Section of the Royal Tnstitute 
of Toternational Affairs.) 


IT, has been reliably estimated that the Jewish population of the world at 
the end of 1938 was approximately 17 million, ‘This figure had been reached 
after a remarkable expansion 4 ing the ntury and a half; estimate 


necessarily of a speculative kind, of the world’s Jewish population in. 1800 give 
8 total of only some ind a half million, Also, and. ceapectally since 1880, 
have been striking changes in the territorial distribution of this population, In 
1880, no less than 75 per cent, of the Jews in the world lived in Eastern Europe, 
and only 3:5 per cent. in countries outside Europe and the Near Enst; in 1038 
the former percentage had fallen to 46, while the latter had risen to 89:3. ‘The 
mass migration from Tsarist. Russin to the United States, which was the main 
factor in this redistribution, had three main causes (1) the overcrowe Hot the 
sxcupations which Jews were permitted to enter in those provinces of Westorn 
Rassin—known as the Pale of Settlement—to which they were confined by 
‘Tsarist law; (2) the economic opportunities open to Jewish settlers in the United 
States, the growing knowledge of these in Eastern Europe, and the frequency 
With which successful immigrants invited other members of their families to 
join them; and (3) the series of pogroms in Russia which began in 1881 
Emigration was enormously accelerated by these anti-Semitic outbreaks, and 
teached its height in the perind 1900-14, when 2 million Jews left Eastern 
Europe, nearly three-quarters of them for the United States. 

2 “This movement, stopped by the war of 1914-18, recovered its impetus 
in 1921, and was then abruptly checked for a second time by the passage, in the 
United States and elsewhere, of restrictive immigration laws. Daring the years 
1921-39, the overcrowding of the traditional Jewish occupations in Eastern 
Europe became increasingly serious, and was much more so by the new factor 
of Gentile competition, while at the same time economic developments were taking, 
Place which undermined the capacity of many of those occupations to provide 
employment. Those Jews who attempted to adapt themselves to changing 
circumstances were thwarted by restrictions of various kinds, arising in part 
from the persistence of anti-Semitic feeling. And emigration was no, longer 

ible on a sufficiently large scale either to relieve the deepening poverty of the 
Jewish populations in Eastern Eorope oto relax intercommunal tension. The 
Fesulting situation has been described by a Jewish writer as ‘" frozen stampede.”” 

3. Io 1938, more than three-quarters of the Jews in the world were 
concentrated in three areas: (1) the United States of America, with 4.700,000. 
(2) the USSR. with 3.200.000; and (8) Eastern Enrope excluding the USSR. 

11789 (2408: 
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ie, an area including Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, the Ruthene and Slovak 
districts of Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Roumania, with 5 million. It is 

the third of these great concentrations that this paper is mainly concerned, but 
something must be said of the first and second also. 

4. The Jews, as a result of their dispersion and of their exclusion ‘from 
landholding in many countries over long periods, are the most highly urbanised 
of all peoples. ‘This peculiarity and the characteristics arising from it have 
been maintained in spite of the great Jewish migration of recent times. The great 
majority of American Jews live in the large cities; New York alone as over 
2 million, and there are more than a quarter of a million in both Chicago and 
Philadelphia. As it othér countries, this concentration has led to a conspicuously 

Jewish representation, in certain professions and trades. which in turn hi 
provided material for anti-Semitic propaganda. On the other hand, there is a 
strong tendency towards assimilation; the children of immigrants cease to speak 
Yiddish and move out of the crowded Jewish quarters, while the frequency of 
intermarriage with Gentiles appears to inorease with each generation. The 
slowing down of immigration will, if it is not reversed, remove the most powerful 
brake on this process of assimilation. Already, although Jewish community life 
is highly organised and finds expression in a flourishing periodical and newspaper 
press, the drive towards Amertcanisation is far stronger than the cross-current 
of Jewish nationalism, There is, however, a widespread interest in the Zionist 
movement and the progress of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. And it is 
primarily to the United States that all Jewish organisations which are planning 
ier further development in Palestine, for Jewish colonisation in other countries 
or for the reconstruction of Jewish life in Europe, will turn for financial and 
political mpport 

5. In Rusia, before 1917, the Jews had heen characteristically concentrated 
in small-scale urban enterprise, they therefore suffered disproportionately from 
the economic revolution of 1918-21. At the same time, however, they were freed 
from their previous confinement to the Western provinces, and were able to seek 
‘new opportunities in, Moscow and Leningrad, which have since become the largest 
centres of Jewish population in the USSR. Gradually the Jews adapted them- 
selves to the Soviet conomy, putting their arban habits and. aptitudes to new 
Uses, until in 1939 nearly balt of the occupied Jews in. the Soviet Union were 

ployed by the State in official, clerical, technical and professional positions. 

Tn addition, over 20 per cent, were ore in factories. At the same time the 
Jews were becoming increasingly assimilated. Their religi 
ddiscournged, contact with Jewish organisations outaide the US 

d, the number of Yiddish schools declined and the proportion 

yes increased. Incitement to anti-Semitism was made a criti 
‘Thus. in the U.S.S.R., as in the United States, the Jew enjoys full equality as an 
individual with his fellow-citizens; he is less free, however, to determine the 
forms of his communal organisation, he is precluded from participation in the 
international life of Jewry, and his specifically Jewish consciousness appears to 
have a smaller chance of survival 

6. In the parts of Enstern Europe enumerated in paragraph 8 above, the 
Jewish situation varies from region to region. wertheless, it is sufficiently 
uniform to admit of a general description which, despite an inevitable crudity, 
need not be misleading.” The Jewish commisnities in these countries, in spite of 
a certain amount of erosion ‘through individual assimilation, which has had 

reater effects in Hungary than elsewhere, have retained their identity as a 
distinct element in the population, They constitute from 4 to 14 per cent. of the 
total population, concentrated however in the towns, in many of which half or 
ven three-quarters of the inhabitants are Jewish, "On these solid taasees orthodox 
Judaism has retained its hold, so that their way of life is in several aspects 
different from that of their Christian neighbours. The great majority of the Jews 
in this region still wear distinctive clothing, live in exclusively Jewish districts and 
habitually speak Yiddish. It was here, and in the neighbouring districts of 
White Russia and the Ukraine, that the Zionist movement, during its formative 

riod, found jts most substantial popular support and the balk of ite leadership, 
fot only the Zionists but almost all the politically conscious Jews of this area 

‘are in some sense Jewish Nationalists, ‘Their relations with the ruling majorities. 
between 1919 and 1939, were further complicated by the efforts which they had 

reviously mide to learn the languages and assimilate the cultures of the Russian, 

Berman and Austrian Empires.” In other ways, loo, they have suflered from the 
instability of frontiers in this region; thus’ in such disputed districts as 
Transylvania or Vilna, where they were naturally unwilling to commit themselves 
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definitively to one claimant oF the other, their neutrality caused both to distrust 
em. 
7. To these causes of friction between the Jews and their neighbours in 
Eastern Europe must he added the restriction of economic opportunity, arising 
from the increase of population on the land, the lack of adequate quantities o 
capital for industrialisation and the absence of facilities for emigration, The 
intensely competitive atmosphere to which these conditions gave rise was favour- 
able to the growth of anti-Semitism, which undoubtedly, played an igportant part 
in the progressive elimination of the Jews from various economic sectors, It 
‘would not be easy, however, to determine how far this process was due to deliberate 
anti-Jewish action, and bow far to the incidental elects of unplanned economic 
change or of measures adopted without regard to the Jews. Thus the movement, 
in the new States, to “‘ nattonalise "’ the civil service and the culturally important 
rofessions was a natural consequence af the desire of newly independent peoples 
for national self-expression; hut in its application.to the professions this Sate 
struck harder at the dews than at the ruling peoples of the earlier imperial 
Tégimes.. At the same time other Jewish occupations were threatened by the 
measures which the new States took to increase their strength and prosperity, 
These included the formation of peasant co-operatives which deprived: many 
Jewish traders of their livelihood, and the establishment by the State or hy State, 
guisidised enterprises af large factories, which ousted many Jewish artisan 
from their markets. That the Jews should suffer, in a period of cnomie 
development, from. their concentration. in primitive forms of industry and 
commerce was inevitable. They might reasonably have expected, however, that 
after. a period of dislocation they would. be reabsorbed in. the new economic 
institutions. ‘That this did. not. occur was duc to factors already mentioned — 
Nationalist feeling in combination with the, intense competition arising from 
poverty: 

8, In spite of the presence, in many parts of this region, of small numbers 
of conspicuously wealthy Jews, the average Jewish income was below the average 
for the non-Jewish urban population, and the poorest districts in the towns wero 
usually the Jewish quarters. The poverty of the Jewish communities in the 
years immediately preceding the present war was illustrated by the fact that, in 
the larger Polish cities, between 30 and 50 per cent, of their ibers were obliged 
to apply: for communal relief. ‘The relative decline of the Jewish population, 
which before 1930 was taking place throughout the region to an extent which 
could not be wholly accounted for by emigration, may also be attributable to 
impoverishment and the fading of economic prospacts.(") 

9, In all the countries under discussion an attempt wns made after the war 
of 1914-18 to secure certain rights. for the Jewish population by moans of 
minorities treaties between the Principal Allied and Associated Powers and all 
tho States in the area, except Latvia and Lithuania, whose Governments made 
declarations embodying the same principles. These’ rights included civie and 
political equality for individuals and a measure of cultural autonomy for national 
minorities (the Jews of Hungary, however, subsequently renounced the dosighit. 
tion of a national minority). ‘The machinery for enforcing the stipulations of 
these treaties was inadequate, and the resontment. to which they gave ria in 
the minds of the Governments upon which they were imposed must be balanced 
against their positive effects, but they probably did succeed in preventing certain 
forms of discrimination and of compulsory assimilation, On the other hand, 
they had little relevance to the economic and social crisis through which Rask 
European Jewry was passing. and they were obviously incapable of oreating that 
willingness to make concessions for the sake of collaboration without. which 
harmony between a national majority and national minorities in a single Stata 
is not possible. 

10, It follows from the preceding paragraphs that the heart of the Jewish 
problem in Europe is to be found not in Germany, but in the belt of countries 
lying between Germany and the U.SS.R.; that the problem existed before the 
‘conquest of power in Germany by a National Socialist Government, and, indeed, 
was inherited by the successor States of the Empires destroyed by the war of 
1914-18; and that it will not be solved by the defeat of Germany and the libera- 


‘vas insignificant by comparison with that which 
outry the Jewish population was 
in 1900, figures which mask an even 

Mecper the earlier one is based on religion and the inter om rave": emigration. 

Played o relatively large part in this procesa, but by the latter year the Jewish bicthrate waa 

coming to a standstill, 
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tion of her Eastern victims, The main elements in the problem may he briefly 
summarised. On the one hand, it is apparent that the Jews in Eastern Eui 
fare, as they are not in Britain or in Germany, a visibly distinet and numerically 
stificant community with claims to national and cultural autonomy. On the 
other hand, it is clear that the principal ingredients of anti-Jewish feeling, im 
this region and in modern times, are intense national self-consciousness and 
economic discontent, It is the purpose of the remaining paragraphs of this paper 
to enquire, in the light of these conclusions, whether any of the policies advanced 
olutions for this problem are, in fact, both practicable and likely to lead to 
the desired result. 
TI. A solution advocated by important political groups, for the most part 
belonging to the Right wing, in tie States of Eastern Europe, and by am 
increasing number of Jews. i# large-scale Jewish emigration. The non-Jewish 
exponents of this policy claim that their economie difficulties would be substan- 
tially relieved by the removal of w "* surplus’? poplation, and that the departure 
of the Jews would simplify the task of developing authentically national cultares 
among recently emancipated peoples. To the former contention the Jews reply 
that their communities have been established in Eastern Europe for at least 
800 years, and that. if there is, in fact, a" surplus” population in that region, 
it cannot reasonably be identified with the Jewish minority; and a former Polish 
Premier has pointed out that, since the economically active population of Poland 
grows at the rate of roughly 300,000 n year, even the total elimination of the 
Fever wonld do 0 tote than provide a breathing 
argument from the necessity of pune national cultures ix one which does not 
apply to the Jews alone; and the Jews are, owing to the absence of any 
touring State with an irredentist claim to their allegiance, Jess dangerous than 
any other nubstantial aiinority in the region to the political unity of the States 
in which they live, If this doctrine were to find expression after the present 
War in a compreherisive scheme for disentangting the populations of Rastern 
Europe, it might be necessary to make provision for the resettlement of the 
million Jews whose future would thereby be called in question; but, if less 
rastic measures were adopted, the expulsion of the Jews alone would scarcely 
bbe practicable. 
MYO “Apart from an investigation made by the Polish Government in 1037 


into the possibilities of settler Madagiscar, the results of which wore 

unpromising, from a ¢ forest shown at Geneva by Polish and 

Rumanian delegates fn the development of Palestine, the Goveraments cov 
¢ 


cerned have not devoted much attention to the problem of where Jewish emigrants 
‘are to'go, On this point the Jewish advocates of emigration have naturally be 
more explicit, The country to which most of them turn is Palestine. ‘The radical 
New Zionist Organisation, which demands that both Palestine and Trans 
jordan shall be placed under Jewish sovereignty and opened to unrestricted 
Towish immigration, ix prepared to negotiate with the future Governments of 
Rastorn Europe for the." evacuation” of the area by the Jews. The official 
Zionist Organisation, while it is not willing to take any action which woald imply 
‘4 readiness to abandon Jewish positions in Eastern Europe, and which might 
have dangerous teporcussions on other sections of the diaspora, is also 
formulating proposuls for the transfer to Palestine of from 1 to 8 million Jews. 
Zionisin has a substantial following in Poland and in neighbouring countries. 
‘The obstacles to the realisation of its aims are to be found in the limited absorp- 

y of Palestine, in the resistance of the Arabs, and in the requirements 
of British policy in the Near East. These factors make it in the highest degree 
tanlikely that the Jewish National Home in Palestine, however great its moral 
‘and cultaral value to Jewry, will ever absorb an me proportion of the 
5 million impoverished and under-privileged Jews of Eastern Europe. 

13. If Zionism doea not offer a solution to this aspect of the Jewish problem, 
other projects for emigration seem at present to be even less hopeful. — Groups 
of Jews who believe in the nevessity for the territorial concentration of their 
people. but who realise the economic and political limitations of Palestine, are 
searching for an empty territory which is nevertheless suitable for white settlers 
‘and controlled by a Government which can be persuaded to permit. extensive 
Jewish colonisation. Others hope that the United States, the other American 
vepublics and the British Dominions will, in the near future, relax their restric- 
tions on immigration, Either of these policies, if the requisite consent could be 
obtained, might ease the situation in Eastern Purope fairly rapidly, though the 
‘success of the former would also depend upon financial support on an exceedingly 
inrge scale. But it seems at present so unlikely that the interested Governments 
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will consent to measures of this kind that vould be unwise 
AAA major socio in the post-war life of ae el a eapestiee "ahr pon tha 
‘ autithesis to emigration stands the proposal that the Jews, while 
sini in their countey of origin, should, as far and a8 rapidly us possible 
i eimilate themselves to the sarroxinding population, ‘The assimilation of Jews 
Tie hich began. with the spersion and, though checked since 198% 108 
ver completely ceas was greatly accelerated in Western Europe a 
the nineteenth cent but has so far had little effect in the Fant eed 
in districts which formerly belonged to the Hal 
It is marked, in its carly stages, by the adoption of the language of the 
jority, by the atandonment of distinctive dress and by modification in the 
Fitoal and customs of Judaism; in its later stages it may lead to baptism and to 
intermarriage with Gentiles. The objection to its adoption as.a policy is that 
it either involves compulsion, as it did in the U.S.S.R., of else is too slow to have 
any bearing on immediate problems. The difficulty. in forcing the pace of 
aniiation a ane ibe. ere community is increased by the fact that 
assimilationist leaders are by their very nature incapable of influencing. the 
orthodox or nationalistic Jewish masses, ‘Their policy Parthe areas A 
A scrious set-back from the recent history of German Jewry, which, in spite of tho 
High cares of assimilation to which it had attained, was about halved bya 
fanatical an ‘he theory that the Jews are racially alien 
rom their neighbours has certainly introduced. the possibility that a slew may be 
regarded as a greater di ional unity after assimilation than before, But 
considerations of this kind are likely to have less weight with the majority of 
Poles or Roumanians than the self-evident distinctness of their Jewish fellow- 
citizens hus had hitherto. And there can be little doubt that assimilation in 
external characteristics alone would, if it could be brought about on a aullicient 
scale, remove an important cause af inter-communal friction, 
‘ 1s, Tete majority of the ews are to remain in their Homelands and to 
preserve their essential Jewish characteristics, the most hopeful approach to the 
problems toth of Jewish poverty and of sJewish-Gentile reatinhe pou apace 
whe ae, measures designed to improve the general economic situation of the 
region, incussion of the character of such measures ix outside the scope of 
{his paper, but it seems reasonable to suppose that, given a reasonable measure of 
hancial assistance and co reial co-operation from the Western Powers, the 
rope would be in a position to improve the staan 
process were once initinted, antiatewish fool 
Minnis which it formerly derived from deaptrate competition 
in a contracting economy, andl the realisation might grow that national prospority 
would be hindered and not advanced by the impoverishment of an important 
section of the population. ‘The Jews themselves would. be compelled, in those 
ciroumatances, to contribute to the improvement in their economic and. wocial 
position by continuing and extending the eflorts they have already, begun to tuake 
rae Uhemwalves to changing economic conditions by means of yocational 
or ro-traini hix would ee © a 
mena ning, This wo accelerate at the same time tho 
it is not probable, even in con iana of eoonomic es 18i01 he 
demand for the limitation of the Jewish share ts certain conspivuoos oe 
would be abandoned, and. its. persistence would. confront, those Jewish leaders 
who were working for collaboration with a difficult decisioh: On the one hand 
they would recognise the: benefit which their own people would derive froma 
substantial occupational restratification, and the possibility of using an agreement 
on the restriction of thoir entry into’ certain occupations as an occasion. for 
securing entry into others previously clase to them. On tho other. hati, the 
and till more their followers, would rewil from the awcoviations of 
numerus clausus '' and from any measure which i ‘inci 
Staessen i hich infringed the principle of 
17. Attention should be drawn to one possible situation in 
other obstacles 10 co-operation between the Jews and ther ellen, 
Poland at least, might be expected to diminish in. importance, 
formation of a Government hy the workers’ and peasants’ fe 
ialist party, commonly known as the Bund, is the only Jewi yi 
Eastern Europe which has at the sume time a large followin det Epes 
hased upon Jewish-Gentile co-operation for the achievement of commontobfecctinns 
Elsewhere, and in other circumstances in Poland, the absence of the habit of 
co-operation will inevitably delay the growth of harmonious relations. 
18. The preceding paragraphs have left ont of account the possible effects 
of the present war on the position of the Jews in Fasten Europe. Tt is not easy 
(24085) “3 
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to foresee what may be the outcome of a period’ of interes’ anti-Semitic 
propaganda, or,on the other hand, of common suffering and resistance to a common 
‘enemy. Nor can the lasting economic effects of the wholesale dispossestion of 
Jews and the imposition of & system of autarky upon the ghettoes be assessed as 
Yel. But itis possible to point to two ways in which the dimensions of the Jewish 
problem in its Rast European form may be reduced as a result of the war. In the 
Fest place, the population of the Cerman occupied territories may be considerably 

inished, and the Jewish population will certainly show a relative decline. 
Secondly, any westward extension of the frontiers of the Soviet Union would 
antomativally transfer a number of Jewish communities from the third to the 
second of the sections of world Jewry listed in paragraph 3 above, 


Foreign Research and Press Sereice, 
Balliol College, Oxford, 
December 24, 1941, 


E 20/6/31) No. 2 


A List of the more Important Jewish Organisations —(Received in 
Foreign Office, January 2, 1942.) 


Nore.—This list includes only those organisations which are attempting, or 
might attempt, to exercise a political influence. And it excludes bodies, such 
as the Alliance Israslite Universelle, whose activities have been suspended 
or brought under the control of anti-Semitic Governments as a result of the 
war. Jewish otganisations in Palestine are dealt with, at greater length, in 

‘a separate paper. 


A—British Organisations. 


1. The Board of Deputies of British Jews —Represents synagogues and a 
few secular institutions. Is generally the official voice of the Anglo 
Jewiah community. Its present president is a Zionist, Professor S. Brodetsky. 

The AngloJewish A ssociation.—Fstablished with the aim of furthering 
tho welfare of Jews in Eastern Europe and elsewhere; supporta schools 
various countries, mainly in Asia, President, Mr. Leonard Stein, 

8. The Joint Foreign Committer-—Consists of ten members of the Board 
of Deputies and four of the Anglo-Jewish Association; the presidents of these 
bodies are its jolne chairmen, Tris through this body that the Anglo-Jewish 
community normally acts when it desires to bring its influence to bear on the 
treatinent’ of Jewish problems in foreign countries, Secretary, Mr. A, G. 
Brotman 


B—Zionist Organisations. 


4. The Jewish Agency for Palestine—Is recognised in the Mandate for 
Palestine us ‘*n public body for the purpose of advising and co-operating with 
the Administration of Palestine in such ..... matters as may affect the 
establishment of the Jewish National Home and the interests of the Jewish 
population in Palestine.”” Under the constitution of this body non-Zionists were 
fo have parity of representation with Zionists, but in practice its policy is 
indistinguishable from that of the World Zionist Organisation. ‘The greater part 


orld Zionist Organisation—The supreme authority in the Zionist 

movement, the Zionist Congress, assembles in normal times every two years. Ita 

fare elected in part by national Zionist Federations, in part by party 

associations. The constituent bodies which are represented in Great Britain are 
the following -— 

(i) The Zionise Federation of Great Britain and Ireland—By far tho 
‘most important of the constituent hodies in this country, the others 
being small fractions. Publishes the Zionist Recieve 

(i) Mizrachi Rederation of Great Brita’ I 
wing of Zionism. President, the Chief Rabbi, 


(iii) Jewish Socialist Labour Party of Great Britain—Afiliated to the 
World Zionist Organisation on the one hand; on the other, to the 
British Labour party and the Labour and Socialist International. 

(iv) Jewish: State Party—Advocates the extreme Zionist programme of a 
Jewish State on both sides of the Jordan. The London Jewish 
Chronicle, although a von-party organ, exprestes views which are 
similar to those of this group. 


In addition, there is now a Council of Continental Zionists, formed in 1941 by 
exiles from various countries now in England. President, Dr. I. Schwarzbart 
(Poland). 

6. The World Jewish Congress —In principle this body i8 not exclusively 
Zionist, but it has been accurately described as ‘*a holding company for 
Zionism.” Since the outbreak of war has moved its beadquarters from Geneva to 
London, but is strongest in the United States. Chairman of British section, 
Rev. M. L. Perlzweig. 

7. The New Zionist Organisation—A dissident body of extreme Zionists, 
Which demands the rapid creation of a Jewish majority in Palestine and the 
establishment of a Jewish State on both sides of the Jordan. Formed by members 
of the earlier Revisionist party, who left the Zionist Organisation in. 1035 
because they disapproved of the more moderate policy of the latter, and of the 
domination of Zionist. con by the Labour party. Leader in England, 
Mr. A, Abrahams. Publishes the London Jewish Standard. 


C—Other International Organisations. 


8. Agudas Israel.—Established in 1912 for the ** co-ordination of orthodox 
Jewish effort throughout the world.”” Represents religious and traditional Jewry, 
Chairman of British section, Mr. H. A. Goodman, 

_ 9. The Jewish Colonisation Association (I.C.A:).—Exists to promote the 
‘emigration of Jews from countries in which they are subjected to discriminatory 
treatment, and to establish Jewish colonies, especially in South America. 
President, Mr. L. G. Montefiore. 

10. The Freeland League for Jewish Territorial Colonisation—The object 
of this numerically insignificant body is to establish a concentrated Jewish 
setlement on a large wale in an empty territory. Iti not comsnitted in principle 
to any particular country, but its leader, Dr. 1. Steinberg, is at present in 
Australia, trying to secure support for a settlement in the empty north-west of 
the Commonwealth 

IL. Joint British Committee for the Reconstruction of Kast European 
Youry (Ort-Dee)-—The more important of the two organisations representa in 
Britain by this committee, Ort, has as its object Uhe vocational training of Jews 
in Kastern Europe both for agriculture and for various trades, The: president 
of the British Committee is Lord Rothschild. 


D.—Organisations in the United States. 


12. The American Jewish Committee —Formed in 1911 to organise the 
influence of American Jewry in support of Jewish rights in all countries. Has 
formed a ‘* Research Institute on and Post-War Problems,"* 

18. The American Jewish Congress—Constituted in 1917 with objects 
similar to those of the committee, but on a more democratic basis and under 
Zionist leadership, Has also established an “Institute of Jewish Affairs,” in 
preparation for the peace settlement. 

14. The Jewish Labour Committee—Represents the Jewish trade unions, 
Jewish Labour parties and the Jewish section of the Socialist party, in so far as 
they deal with Jewish affairs 

15. B'nai B'rith—The most important Jewish friendly society, which aims 
ft uniting Jews of various political and religions views in common activity 
largely of a philanthropic kind. 

16. The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Ine. (J.D.C)). 
‘The most important Jewish relief organisation in the world. Had an extensive 
organisation in Europe, and was working in German-occupied territories until 
the entry of the United States into the war. 
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E—Polish Organisations. 


12, The Polish Jewish Representation in Palestine —This organisation of 
Jewish exiles from Poland contains representatives of Zionist parties and of the 
Agudas Israel, but not of the New Zionist Organisation or af the Polish Jewish 
Socialist, party (Bund). It co-operated with the Jewish representative on the 
recently-dissolved Polish National Council in London, Dr. I. Schwarzbart 
(himself « Zionist) 

18... The Council of Polish Jews in Great Britain—Apparently includes 
Zionists, New Zionists and Agudists. 

19. The Polish Jewish Socialist Party (Bund) has established an office in 
New York, where a number of its, leaders are now assembled, The Band claims 
to bave been the largest Jew! in Poland immediately before the war, and 
it certainly, won substantial victories over the other Jewish parties in Warsaw 
fand elsewhere in the local elections of 1938-89. 


FOREIGN RESEARCH PRESS SERVICE, 
Balliol College, Oxford, 


December 17, 1941, 


CHAPTER II.—IRAQ. 


[1B 258/204/93) 


Sir Kinahan Cormwallis to Mr. Eden —(Recéived January 12, 1942) 
(Wo. 349.) 

Sir, Bagdad, Decomber 14, 1941. 

‘A MONTH jh lapsed since T-wrote my Inst despatch (No./317 of the 
1th Noveniber) describing current events in this country, and Lam glad. to be 
able to inform you that the improvement: in the internal situation, which Twas 
then able to describe, has been maintained 

2 Nuri Said’s Government has continued to suppress activities prejudicial 
to the Anglo-[raqi Alliance and the effect of their action has, om the whole, been 
satisfactory. ‘Thirty to forty more-troublesome men have been interned in Fao, 
where there are now some 170 inmates. ‘The murderer-of Captain seflreys. in 
Nasiriyah in early June has been convicted and sentenced to death, the mutessarit 
and commandant of police in charge at the time have both, been dismissed, and ton 
Reople from the town hare been sent to Fao, The trial by court-martial of 

iyid Alwan-al-Yasiri, for presiding over the illegal meeting of Parliament 
which set aside the Regent Jast April, began on the 26th November; and 
Muhammad Hassan Haidar, who summoned Deputies to the meeting in hix 
capacity as deputy chairman, was also arrested for trial after the Chamber had 
agreed to suspend his parliamentary immunity. ‘The trials of Rashid Ali, his 
Cabinet calleagues and the five generals who took part in his insurrection are also 
Proceeding before the Military Court at Al Rashid. No scntences have yet, been 
passed, 

3 On the 6th November twenty officers of the Iraqi army were arrested, 
including four who had played « prominent part in Kirkuk during Rashid Ali's 
rebellion, and an officer who had formerly been Director of Propaganda in the 
time of Taha al Hashimi's Cabinet was placed on pension. I underwtand that 
tho Prime Minister has so far arrested or dismissed about eighty officers. 

4. The Primo Minister has initiated his plan of reducing the establishment 
of the army by making the third battalion of each brigade into a.cadre only; he 
has also made a beginning in vertain areas with the abolition of conscription, 
‘The Speech from the Throne contained no mention of any specific plan, but, on 
the contrary, referred to the steps to be taken to strengthen the army, ‘The Prime 
Minister's intention is therefore seen to be the creation of a smaller but more 
efficient army. 

5. ‘The murder of Fakhri Nashashihi outside his hotel in Bagdad on the 
9th November showed that further action against Palestinian political. fugitives 
in Traq was necessary. ‘Two Palestinians with bad records (one a relative of the 
Mufti) were arrested and are awaiting trial, and « number of other Palestinians 
‘were rounded up and packed off to their own country. 

“The Education Department in the Movul ‘Live still contain many 
undesirable teachers and the Liwa Edneation Director is a. man with a long record 
of anti-British conduct. I hope soon to persuade the Prime Minister to remove 
him and dismiss a:number of subordinates 


ts in the proceedings which are worth noting. The Chamber's reply to the 
from the Throne expressed gratitude to the Regent for the restoration of 

the constitutional life of the country and appreciation of the personal sacrifices 
made by His Highness in saving the country from the hazardous situation into 
which it had been bronght by wicked men and Foca intrigues, ‘The reply. also 
urged that Iraq's pledges to her Allies should be fulfilled in the letter and the 
spirit. This is the first occasion on which a resolution has been passed by the 

fhamber upholding the Anglo-Traqi Alliance in such a manner. 





























to 


9, Three laws were passed dealing with the steady and continuous rise in 
the cost of living. The first: provided special high cost-of-living allowances free 
of income tax to all State employees with salaries under 1.D. 21 a month; the 
second authorised similar allowances to State pensioners; and the third gave the 
Government powers to take steps to deal with attempts to corner essential 
commodities. Another important economic measure was the Exchange Control 
Taw which came inte foree on the 24th Noveber. This prohibits all dealings in 
foreign exchatige except through banks licensed by the Minister of Finance. It 
does not apply to dealings in currencies within the ‘* sterling area.’ With the 
enacthient of this law Iraq secured readmission into the “sterling area. 

10, The Chamber showed its independence by rejecting four ordinances 
enacted by Jamil Madfai’s Government and by refusing to accept the Senate's 
adverse vote on a draft law amending the Expropriation Law of 1934. In each 
instance action was taken on the recommendation of the Chamber's own 
committees and without a Jead from the Government. 

11, The Prime Minister made a speech of some interest in the Senate oa 
the 16th November, in which he defended the existing democratic institutions: in 
Iraq and declared his wish to strengthen the authority of the Iraqi Parliament. 
He foreshadowed amendments to the Electoral Law designed to bring about & 
better representation of all classes of the people. Nurt Said put forward a 
similar project to Parliament in 1980 without result, and it does not appear likely 
that the Government will introduce legislation of this kind during the current 


continnes to rise in spite of all that the Government 
hhas been able to do to-check it. Supplies of essential goods are not lacking, bat 
speculation is rife and: wholemle and retail prices are adjusted to war news 
rather than to any calculation of aupply-and demand. ‘The outbreak of war with 
Japan sent the prices of piece-goods and food-stufis up with a bound and wheat 
touched the record figure of LD-24 a ton, which is aboot four times the average 
for pre-war prices. The poor are being hard hit and exceptionally cold weather 
in aiding to their suffering. In the etroumstances, discontent is inevitable and 
our detractors hasten to put all the blame on the British Government. The 
employment by the British forces of a very large number of labourers and 
craftsmen is a considerable palliative to the present economic distress of the poorer 
Classes, but I fear that, unless the Government succeed in forcing down the prices: 

discontent may create a serious situation, 

. paid an official visit to Basra between the 3rd December and 
6th December. THis Highness took with him the young King Feisal and the Amir 
Zaid. ‘The little King is wuly popular everywhere, and the party received a 

| welcome wherever they went. 

‘A new mutessa Juma, has been sent to Mosul. In 
spite of some dubious points in his record, he has good qualities, and in the present 
Chreumstances was probably the best available man to send there. ‘There has been 
no further trouble with the Yesidis and the Shammar have remained quiet. 

15. With encouragement from the Egyptian Chargé d’Affaires, the 
Ministry of Education hi for a series of cultura Jetures to be given 
Egyptian professors Government service in Iraq. ‘The opening lecture 
War Wilended by the ‘hes welcoming the occasion as a further 
step towards Closer laboration between Egypt and Iraq were 
delivered by the Iraqi Minister of Education and the Egyptian Chargé d’AGaires. 
‘The press were unanimous in their applause, and the Prime Minister in a subse- 
uent interview expressed his gratitude for Egypt's help to the Arab cause. 
He pointed out that history showed that cultural collaboration had always been 
the prelude to the establishment of political collaboration between all. nations 
which had achieved national unity, The next event in what the press are calling 
the season of Ts f Ea cultural collaboration will be the annual meetin, 
of the Arab Medical Congress, which will be held in Cairo at the endo 
‘December. ob ciel 
16. The situation in the Kurdish districts in I 
in December a young Avromani from Persia visited the embassy with a letter 
signed by a mimber of Avromani chieftains authorising bim to consult the 
ambassador abont their situation. He was asked to tell the chieftains that in 
their own interests they should seek an understanding on reasonable terms with 
the Persian Government. He was frankly warned thatthe Persian Kurds should 
expect no sapport from the British for their revolt, but at the same time he was 
salured that His Majesty's Government took a friendly interest in the Kurds 
and would try to help them if they behaved sensibly. 


rag remains normal. ‘Early 


i 


17. “The Iraqi Goyernment formally broke off diplomatic relations with 
France and Japan in the middle of November. The French and Japanese 


Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan 
India; the Commander-in-chief, India, General Headquarters, Middle East; 
the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. the Political Agent, Koweit, and to 
His Majesty's Consuls at Basta and Mosul. 
T have, &e, 


KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


(E 205/208/03) No. 4. 
‘inahan Cornwallis to Mr. Kilen—(Recoived Janwary 18, 1942.) 


, Bagdad, December 19, 1941. 

HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from 
His Majesty's Consul, in which he gives an account of events in his consular 
district from the beginning of April to the end of October. 

2 Te will be sen that during the months of April and May. in particular. 
Mr. Finch was confronted with a variety of difficult situations, the suocessfal 
handling of which testifies to his resourcefulness and devotion to duty, 

‘8. 1 trust, therefore, that you will anthorise-me to convey to Mr, Finch 
your appreciation of the excellent work done by him at a time when, withoat any 
‘contact with the outside world, he was daily called upon to. meet situations of 
heavy responsibility and often of personal danger. 

T have, &e 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


nelosure in No, 4 
Consul Finch to Sir Kinahan Cornwallis. 


(No, 45. Confidential.) 
Sir, Mosul, November 80, 1941 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a report on events in this 
consular district during the period April-October, 141, which T regret is 
greatly overdue. 
T have, &e 
J.P, G. FINCH 


(Confidential,) 
Report on Beents in Mosul District, A prit-October 1941 


Prelude 


1. On the night of 8rd or 4th April, 1941 (records are now destroyed), Tahsin 
Ali, Mutessarif of Mow ‘was Temored more or les under dures ‘o egdad by 
order of Rashid Ali, and was replaced by Brigadier Qasim Maqsud, of the 
Iraq army, previously stationed at Kirkuk, as actig matessarif and District 
Commander ‘at Mosul. The real itary commander, Colonel Abdur Razzaq 
Hussein, had gone to Bagdad for a horse show, and was prevented from returning. 

2 ‘During the same night in which Tahsin Ali was removed, T received a 
telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador ting me to convey his 
Excellency's personal greetings to the mutessarif and to inform him that the 
Regent was forming a Government at Basra which would have the fall support 
of His Majesty's Government. Early in the morning, when T requested an inter- 
view with the mutessarif, I was met with evasive answers, and finally went to 
the mutessarifivah, demanded an interview on the spot, and. was told that the 
mutessarif had “gone to Bagdad.” T was then met with evasion when T 
enquired who was acting daring his absence, but was finally told that Brigadier 











2 
Qasim Maggud was in charge. It was then necessary to decide how far the 
ambassador's message was for “the mutessarif ” (as warded) and how far for 
Tahsin Ali. Obviotsly, the personal greeting was for Tabsin Ali, but, in view 
of the decisive effect that a firm, independent attitude by the District Commander 
at Momul had had at the time of Bokir Sidgis assasinaton in 1887, 1 judged 
that a statement of His Majesty's Government's attitude might have a good effect 
on whoever was in charge here, and that the statement must be made 
immediately, before any opposing influences got to work. To communicate with 
Bagdad by telephone was impossible; the lines were blocked by the Government 
‘Telegrams were site to inordinate delay and mutilation. Therefore, T 
interviewed Qasim Magsud, and gave him the second part of the ambassador's 
message. He replied that he was under the orders of Bagdad, and could ‘' make 
no answer.” I said that I did not require an answer; I was merely telling him 
something T considered it important for him to know. Qasim Maqsud was not 
a man of sufficient character to take the independent line T hoped. for, but 
throughout April and May he was, by all evidence, a very unbappy man, inwardly 
convinced. that Rashid Ali had aroused an opponent whom he could not 
withstand. Differences of opinion among his own officers, latent opposition 
among the notables of Mosul, and lack of sympathy among the tribes of the north 
were primarily responsible for Qusim Maqsud’s conviction. 

3. During the remainder ‘of the month instructions were received! con- 
corning the possible rapid evacuation of British women and children and 
concentration and /or evacuation of the males. Until the occupation of Syria and 
Persia by friendly forces Mosul was awkwardly placed for evactation, except to 
Bagdad. It is hemmed round with frontiers. The Turkish frontier ix an 
inhospitable one in this region, and the road to it presents difficulties. The road 
to the Persian frontier lies throngh mountainous country unsuitable for women 
and children in time of disorder. Syria meant internment for British males of 
military age, but internment might be preferable to danger to life and lib in 
Iraq. The most satisfactory ronte seemed via Baiji and the pipe-line to Trans: 
jordan, For evacuation of women and children, it was decided to use the 
Tailway’ via, Syria and Turkey to Palestine; for’any general evacuation, the 
pipe-line to Transjordan, Tt was fortunate that in the event the latter route was 
hot used, except for the evacuation by air of the B.O.D, Company's women and 
children, for attacks on the pumping stations broke out at the very outset of 
hostilities. 

4, Experience proved that voluntary evacuation and local secrecy, to avoid 
causing alarm, are objects that cannot together be attained. ‘The poorer British 
‘subjects will not move without good reason given, and the better to-do in. Mosul, 
whose morale was excellent, did not see any reason to stir, in the sultry calm that 
prevailed in April, until I had strained to the breaking-point my instructions on 
the subject of secrecy. 


Evacuation, 


5. Between 11 at. and noon on Tuesday, the 20th April, His Majesty's 
Ambassador's telegram was received, containing instructions that British women 
‘and children should leave Iraq, but not via Bagdad, and that assistance in this 
sense should be given to an American family in Mosul. ‘The north-bound Taurus 
express left Mosul that day at 2-30 rar. Most of the English women and 
children were got on board, thanks to the helpful attitude of the French and 
‘Turkish Consuls; certain of them, owing to delay cansed by the Tragi ort 
authorities, bad to chase the train in care us far ax ‘Tel Hugeoah. Ths feft four 
British families and one American, who for various reasons—mainly passport 
complications—could not, or would not, go by that day's train, The wives and 
children of the scattered British Indians and British subjects of local denizen- 
ship were mostly of local origin, and were not of a kind to be launched without 
their menfolk on a journey through foreign territory. Although a number of the 
men were later rounded up and interned in the consulate, these local families 
remained unharmed in the town through the subsequent troubles, 

6, Tt was not until between 1 and 2 v.st. on the 29th April that His 
Majesty's Ambassador's decision could be telephoned to the B.O.D, Company at 
Quiyarah. The authorities had practically monopolised the telephones, and all 
calls were made with great difficulty. The B.0.D. Company had independent 

ts for evacuating their women and children. 

7. At about 7 v.at. on Wednesday, the 30th April, another telegram from 
His Majesty's Ambassador arrived, announcing that males in Bagdad were being 
concentrated. Although Mosul town was quiet, and the only unwholesome signs 





13 


were police coritrol of movenient on the Toads and great difficulty in communica 
tions it proved impossible fo get throagh to Qaiyarah or Ain Zalah that evening), 
it was decided to collect everyone in the consulate and the British houses in its 
immediate vicinity, to ask the authorities for a police cordon round the area, 
and to broach with them thé question of providing a safe-conduct to the frontier, 
if and when this should be asked for. All available British and Americans, were 
accordingly brought into the concentration area, and at 9 r.st, I interviewed 
Brigadier Qasim Magsud. The interview was friendly; he immediately provided 
the police cordon, and promised. after demanding a certain amount of explana- 
tion, to give police escort to the Syrian or Transjordan frontier if required. At 
first he wished to limit this to the Syrian frontier, but I insisted on leaving open 
the alternative of sending a convoy via Baiji and the Haifa pipe-line, and: he 
finally. agreed. It had been necessary. before approaching Qusim Maqsud, to 
decide how far we should take the authorities into our confidence and how far 
endeavour to present them with a fait accompli, It was decided that, since they 
had our commanications so readily at their mercy and were already watching 
them, and since the supreme danger in Mosnl itself was likely to be sol 
violence, we would do better to demand their co-operation and emphasise their 
responsibility. 

& On Thursday, the Ist May, there was another north-bound Taurus 
express, but by this time I judged that, rather than send the remaining women 
and children away by that route, it would be better to send the whole British 
and American communities of Mosul and the B.0.D. by motor convoy direct, to 
Transjordan, leaving behind only those males whose presence was indispensable. 
By this time there was only one means of telephoning to Qaiyarah or Ain Zalah : 
to obtain communication by order of the District Commander. During that 
morning 1 was able, by speaking from the Iraq air force headquarters in the 
hearing of an officer, to ring up Qaiyarah and Ain Zalah, inform them of our 
intention, and ask them to axsamble all but the indispensable to join the Mosul 
convoy at Qaiyarah, In return, I Jearnt that the B.0.1). women and children had 
been safely’ got away from Qniyarah (there wore only snales at Ain Zalah) by car 
to K, 3 pumping but that a numbor of males, and mach of the required 
transport, ad sccompanied them thither, and were not expected back at 
Quiyarah until the evening of the Ist May. t 

‘9. In the course of April a desert track had been reconnoitred linking 
Quiyarah with Ain Zalah via Adaiyah (Sheet 197/14: SE. square 21), thus 
short-cirouiting Mosul; and another from Mosul to Adaiyah enabling Quiyarah 
or Ain Zalah to be reached without using the main exits of the town. The former 
of these tracks proved very useful during the critical days. 

10, Daring the evening of the Ist May arrived the last telegram that, we 
wore destined to receive from His Majesty’s Embassy, This stated that relations 
with Iraq were extremely strained, and instructed me to hand over my consulate 
to my Turkish colleague if subsequently instructed to do so, but to take no 
initiative in this matter unless I received such instructions. On receipt of this 
message (which was answered by the conventional acknowledgments to Bagdad 
‘and to the Foreign Office) 1 fixed 9-30 A.m. on the following morning for the 
departure of the evacuation convoy, and obtained Qasim Maqsud’s promise of a 
police escort to the frontier: 

11. But at 9-30 on Friday, the 2nd May, events elsewhere had overtaken 
us, When the police escort arrived, it was forind to have instructions to go only: 
as far as Qaiyarah. 1 accordingly went with Mr. Ditchburn, Land Settlement 
Officer, to see Qasim Maq fe informed us that the situation had changed 
‘ince his promise of the previous evening, that. relations between His Majesty's 

ernment and Teaq had been severed, that His Majesty's Ambassador had left 
the British Embassy (whither, he could not say), and that all British subjects 
were to be held as prisoners at the Ghazlani (Tank Hill) Camp, I questioned 
the truth of his statement about the departure of His Majesty's Ambassador, 
stating that it was customary, when diplomatic relations were severed, for a 
representative to hand over his affairs to.a neutral colleague and to instruct his 
consuls to do the same; that I had received no such instructions, though they 
might be on their way to me; that I expected my consular privileges to be 
recognised. Qasim Magsud replied that, while other British subjects must 
Temain, he would nise me as consul for twelve hours, by which he meant 
that withio that time 1 might leave the country. I declined to leave unless 80 


instructed by my ambassador. Before we could protest. against. the intention to 
intern civilians in a ilitary barracks, Qasim Mugsud was called ¢o the telephone 


to speak with Bagdad, and he returned to say that orders had been, we 





“ 


were to be interned for the time being in the consulate. .We had, scarcely 
returned to the consulate to report on these new developments when a military 
guard arrived and was posted round the building. All cars assembled for the 
couyoy, which could be accommodated inside, were withdrawn into the compound, 
Between forty and fifty persons were now in the consulate, 


Quiyarah and Ain Zalah. 


12, While the foregoing events were taking place in Mosul the following 
securred in the outstations of the B.O.D. Company “4 


13. On receipt of my telephone message on the 29th April, the Fields 
‘Manager at Qaiyarah got into communication with Kirkuk and’ Haifa and set 
in motion the company's evacuation plan for women and children, Three Iraq 
Fatroleur Company aeroplanes were to pick them up at Qaiyarah aerodrome 
(2 miles from the camp) on the morning of the Ist May. The discovery on the 
evening of the 30th April that all telephone communication outside Qaiyarah 
‘had been cut pnt the company’s officials on their guard, and they decided to move 
their convoy ont of Qaiyarah camp that night, to camp in the desert a certain 
distance away and return early next morning to the aerodrome, which lies out 
of sight of the camp. Scarcely had they moved out when the police sent a man to 
the camp and posted him in the telephone exchange, s0 it was evident that all 
movement was boing watched. Calculating that they would watch Qaiyarah 
aerodrome and might interfere with the movement of the aeroplanes on the 
morrow, the company’s official in change at Qaiyarah camp went ont one 
messenger to the convoy, warning them nnt to retarn to the aerodrome, but’ to 
proceed to K. 3 (Haditha), and another—a wireless operator—to K. 2 (Baiji) to 
tell Ko, out of hearing of the Qaiyarah police, to keep the aeroplanes there 
‘The convoy accordingly proceeded to K. % by desert track vin Hatea and 
Dhuwaisan, Because of patohes of boggy Far they did not reach K. 3 until 
5-20 rat. on the Ist May: but the aircraft located the convoy during the day, 
Innded on the desert, and took off the first batch of women and children. "Two 
more plane-loads were flown off that evening after arrival at K, 3, and the last 
ot were taken off on the following morning, the 2nd May. 

14. Meanwhile, in Qaiyarah events were as follows: ‘The company wireless 
staff had put a set into operation in a building apart from the main exchange, in 
which police were posted. ‘They were thus uble to pick Up news of the'safe 
arrival of the party at K. 3. Telephone communication with Mosul and Ain 
Zalah was officially disallowed; wireless communication with Ain Zalah was 
complicated hy the fact that the operator at the latter station wax not an 
Englishman, and it was not considered desirable to discuss certain matters by 
that means. I was able (paragraph 8) by direct approach to Qusim Magsad to 
put through calls to Qaiyarah and Ain Zalab, and Ain Zaloh managed by similar 
invocation of authority to put through a direct call to Qaiyarah. As a result of 
this exchange of information, all but two of the foreign staff at Ain Zalah were 
sent to Quivarah by the Adniyah route, and ® wise decision was made to std 
Mr, Maxwell, the company’s necountant, to Mosul to draw funds to pay the wages 
ff the labourers for Apel: Both at Qaiyarah and Ain Zalah they, were showing 
xigny of restlesstiess. Mr. Maxwell effected 1 ion, and returned to 
Quiyarah with a lange amount of cau during the early afternoon 

15. On the 2nd May the loeal staffs, both at Qniy: Ain Z; 
sup news from the Bagdad broadens of the ontbresk of Sighting at Habbaniyab, 

js eauised great fear among the Christian clerks, and increased the restlessness 
of the labonrers, but strenuous efforts on the part of the remaining foreign 
fat both camps, and the assistance of Sheikh Mishan at Qaiyarah, ensured that 
no incident occurred. Mr. Maxwell managed to it of Quiyarah camp for 
‘Ain Zalah with the pay, and, thanks to the use of the Adaiyah track, he was not 
intercepted at Mosul, “His arrival at Ain Zalah at 6 rat. saved what was 
becoming an increasingly ugly situation for Messrs. Wade and Mc he two 
company officers remaining there. The police had already arrived on the scene 
and instructed them to quit the camp and proceed to Mosul for internment, and 
their argument that the coolies, if they saw them departing before pay arrived, 
would probably set upon them and eatee a rit, though it did not move the police, 
appealed (o the comnion sense of the Mudir Nahiyah of Zammar long enongh 
for the pay ear to be sighted on, the road. The labour was paid, and 
Mesers. Maxwell, Wade and McQuaid were brought in to the Mosul Consulate 
late on the evening of the 2nd May. 

16. The Assistant Commandant of the Mosal Police arrived during the 
afternoon of the 2nd May at Qaiyarah and removed the foreign staff of the B.0.D. 
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and Mr. Giles, Permanent Way Inspector of the Iraq Railways at Qaiyarah 
station. They were brought into the consulate a few hours before the party from 
Ain Zalah. | 

17. Having seen off the last acroplane from K. 3 on the morning of the 
2nd May, the B.O.D. desert party prepared to return to Qaiyarah. But, before 
they set off, K. 3 station picked up the news that K. 2 had been oceupied, and all 
conimunications eastward of K. $ appeared to be broken. Next they learnt that, 
to the westward, H. 3 had been attacked and that Ruthah had been surrounded 
and the tanks fired. Later came a signal from Qaiyarah that so far (2 v.24.) no 
*'yisitors" had arrived. They therefore decided to make for Qaiyarali vin 
Dhnwaisan and Hatra. K. 3 and Haditha village lie on the right bank of the 
Euphrates; it was therefore necessary to cross the river by the Blondin ferry to 
get to Qaiyarah. Just as the last of the convoy had crossed, ‘a message’ Was 
{elephoned over from K: 3 that Qaiyarah had been occupied. The fllds manger, 
Mr, Heseldin, recrossed to K. 3 to get further and fuller information and to 
obtain money; the remainder, ander cover of the hills onthe Jeft bank, debated 
the possibility of making for Syria. At this juncture (6 vw.) K. 3 was occupied 
by police, and Mr. Heseldin and the K. 3 staff were taken prisoners to Haditha, 
‘The party on the opposite bank understood what had gone wrong whet they tried 
to telephone K. 3 from the ferry. To get to Syria now via the ‘Tripoli pipe-line 
or the Anah-Aba Kemal route was now impossible, for both meant recrossiny 
to the right bank. It was decided that before risking a journey to Syria through 
uncertain tribal country on the left bank it would be better to return to’ the 
neighbourhood of Quiyarah and get under cover of the friendly Shammar with 
whom the company had always worked. ‘This course would also enable them to 

t into contact with the rest of the company's staff, if they were still. at 
iyarab, and, if vhings went well to pick up clothing and money, | 

18. They spent the night in the desert 76 miles from K. 3, and continued at 
dawn of the 3rd May to Hibbarah, some 28 miles west of Qaiyarah. Here the 
halted and sent in their Shammar guide to find Sbeikh Misha, ‘The guide 
returned in the evening to say that he had been unable to speak to the sheikh and 
that Qaiyarah camp fiad been evacuated. So’ they camped for the night at 
Hibbarah, 


pied. When they reached Jawan 
yy the Shammar determined them 
as soon as this intention transpired the Shammar created 

tend to let them out of 


20, ‘The party were taken to Mosul in the change of the Mudir Nahiyah. 
(On arrival in the evening they were driven rotind the main streets of the town 
and halted opposite the pal coffee-houses for display to tl 

ppulace. At 3 o'clock that afternoon (the 4th May) the first 

Pat taken place over Mosul, and it is thought that this was staged to produce a 
counterblast. Some of the populace were persuaded that these were British 
Privoners of war. ‘There was a great deal of hand clapping, come shouting and 
tome spitting, but no dangerous demonstration. ‘The ©.1D, police officer, Amin 
Zaki, rode in the front car, insisted on the inside light being turned on to display 
the occupants, and made hand-clapping motions to show the crowd what they were 
expected to do. "At about 7 Pat. the party were brought to the British Consulate, 

21, The ‘ndventuros ‘of the desert convoy have been treated. somewhat 

hhily because (a) they show the st ‘which direct action by t 
bes ‘spread MeES oniiging pare of Norib: Weis Treg’ Ute 
pipe-lines on the 2nd May and the following days, and how the Mosul evacuation 
gonvoy that was 40 bave left the consulate on the 2nd May would probably have 
fared had it ever left; (2) they are those of an unarmed! party. at large in tribal 
territory during the first three days of hostilities; (c) they indicate the parts 
played by the Shammar, the Mudir Nahiyah of Shorah (Tewfiq Shabib, brother 
of Colotiel Kamil Shabib of the ‘Golden Square”), and Police Officer Amin 
Zaki. Another of Tewfiq Shabib’s exploits is recounted in paragraph i He 
hhas since been idea from duty for five years. Amin thas’ been 
stellenbosched to Zibar. 
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Arbil, 

22. Mr. Gallagher, of the Ifrigation Department, who was drilling a water 
well near Arbil, was recalled to Bagdad by his department a few days before the 
‘outbreak Of trouble. ‘The party of British and Indian surveyors working on an 
irrigation project at Bekhmeh, north-east of Arbil, were taken by the authorities 
to Kirkuk for internment 


Internment. 


23. On Friday, the 2nd May, all cyphers, secret documents and confidential 
archives were destroyed, During the day I tried to get telephone communication 
with the acting mutessarif (Qusim Maqsud) and with my consular colleagues, 
bat was refused all communication 

24. Our numbers were swelled by the arrivals of the BOLD. parties 
mentioned above, and by various British subjects, Indian employees of the 
railways, &c., who were rounded up and brought into the consulate on the first 
days of the month. Ia no cares were the wives and families of these persons 
brought in, and a few, though not all, local Indian Moslem males were left 
undisturbed in Mosul throughout the rebellion. In spite of the formidable 
number thus gathered in the precincts, it was not thonght advisable to refuse 
admittance, since it was felt that they might otherwise be ill-treated or confined 
in a military area, subject to bombardment, or else that, if we made difficulties, 
wo might all be moved to some place where we might have very much less control 
over our living amenities, rationing and sanitation, In two cases, however, we 
objected. The first was an ex:British subject who had taken Leaqi nationality, 
‘The authorities declared that they had cancelled his naturalisation, and that he 
therefore reverted to his British nationality (an error we believed to be a prod 
of genuine imbecility). Wa resisted his entry for twenty-four hours, after. wh 
worceded tnder protest, leat he be maltreated, ‘The second Was an. fdiaa 
one of whose members was clearly suffering from throat trouble of an infectious 
ort 


Our muster-ro}l at its maximum reached 99, of whom 17 were 
d . the remainder British. Thore were 
§ woowen and 19 children. With the pro-cousul (Iraqi), one cavars, a gatekeeper 


and my pereonal servants, this made over 100 souls, 

26. Three of the Americans had at first beon interned at Kirkuk with 
walt of the traq Eetroleum Company, Later they had teen allowed ton 
under surveillance in a hotel in Kirkuk, where they wore allowed the use of their 

teleas receiver, They had finally secured a promise from the Mutessarif of 

ekuk, Dr. Faik Shakit, that they could leave the countey via Tel Kotebek. On 
arrival at Mosul on the 28th May they wore detained and brought into this 
consulate. ‘They brought us three weeks’ world news, and the first tidings of the 
capture of Fellujah and the British advance on. Bagdad. Only those who have 
beon deprived of information against their will for three weeks will realise what 
this surge of news meant 

27.” We had some good organixers among us, and the problems of mesing, 
sanitation, water supply, washing and laundering were successfully solved. Tho 
sonora morale of the community was exceedingly high: o high, i foe, that 
Principal anxiety was lest some exuberance should produce an incident, Su 
4 misfortune did not occur. The question of defence was considered, and cortain 
meaaures were decided on in ease of need. We bore in mind that possibility that 
the collapse of the rebellion might lead to anarchy before any frieudly troops 
could arrive, in which case a mob attack on the consulate was au event for which 
deplorable precedent in 1939 existed. We were not i a position to do more than 
sell our lives dearly rather than cheaply, if we had to soll them; but this we were 
determined to do. 

23._During the Set few days contact at the gute with servants and clerks 
outside was possible, and people were allowed to send for bedding, clothes, cooking. 
stoves, stores, &c. Later there was more restriction, any servant allowed out was 
forbidden to return, and the sole comer and goer was the ration contractor. We 
did not Jack funds, as supplies of cash had been drawn by the consulate and 
several individustls on the eve of the rebellion, and the B.O.D. in particular had 
Provided seeral thousand dinars, 

29, My position, as consul was in very important respects completely in 
abeyance, an fap an ite recognition by the’ authoritics tte emeneeey,fe 
endeavoured to maintain it where possible A certain number of written 
representations were made; these were sent by me. or under cover of a letter by 
me, over my official seal and signature, addressed to “the acting imutessarif,” 


Ww 


Wile de facto was Qasim Magsud. No written, but some oral, replies were received 
ough the officer of the guard. One piece of consular business they found it to 
thetr interest. to maintain. Some ID. 1,200 were due to Iraqis in the form of 
sits for Palestine visas. A number of depositors were brought. from time 
Hpotitte.*© the consulate to claim repayment. This gave me. a. slight hold, 
ir besits were repaid (by cheque) against the customary formalities, and I let it, 
Ppunnderstood that these refunds might in certain circumstances cease. None of 
iues were paid by the bank until after the armistice. 

80." The French Consul secured the release on the 7th May of one Frenchman 
and three Lebanese of the B.O.D. staff... The Americans repeatedly demanded in 
Writing that they should be released, and be allowed to communicate with their 
minister and to leave the country. 
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elaborate listing to’ a military olficer who had joinéd the party during the 


compact and useful little radio, packed up among the clothes of one 

ates, escaped notice. This set became very useful, for it was our last 
link with the world of reliable ‘news, ‘The: local press had already begun to 
pour out a stream of “stop press’* handbills of the Iraq army's fantastic 
communiqués concerning the fighting at Habbaniyah, T persuaded the owner 
to hand the set over to me and to keeps discreet silence as to ifs'existence. It 
was concealed in a waterproof bag in a bath-room, and the room was used at 
appropriate night hours behind locked doors as @ listening-post to Palestine and 
the B.B.C. The news, and the fact that I was getting it, were disclosed to only 
4 small number of discreet persons, because (1) we had ‘reason to suspect that 
the sentries pumped the semi-Lraqi British subjects in our midst, and probably 
also the servants, (2) not everybody in a community of a hundred can be counted 
‘on for diseretion, 

39. The listening-post did not last beyond the 8th May, when a second and 
tore severe search was made, this time by military officers ‘This search was 
undoubtedly for means of communication, Several raids by the R.A.F. had now 
ooourred, and the wore ignorant Iraqis wore developing n groundless notion that 
woe possessed means of signalling to aircraft or to Habbaniyah. ‘The more 
sonsible probably wanted to make quite sure that we had not; it may be that 
hy the &th May they had word of the impending arrival on the 10th May of the 
fest German aircraft, and were particularly anxious that we should not be able 
to communicate news of this. ‘The radio in the bath-room was discovered and 
impounded, together with te electrical st of my gratnoptone (which they aflected 
to believe was a transmitter), and all binoculars. Even typewriters were demanded 
(why was novor clear), but this was at the thme successfully resisted. Towards 
the end of May, however, it was revived, and all typewriters were taken. From 
the 8th May until the arrival of the LP.C. Americans on the 23th May we had 
no news of the outaide world beyond whit we could see from our windows 

40. At 6 p.x on the Mh May an officer arrived with orders that all were 
to be removed to an undisclosed destination outside the Mosul liwa. All were 
ordered to propare one piece of luggage, to take not more than 1.1.5 per person 
and to be ready in two hours’ time. At 8 o'clock two army lorries appeared, 
‘and the firwt persons were already being put aboard when counter-orders arrived 
cancelling tho proposed move. We never discovered what Iny behind thix order 
and countor-order, ‘The inadequate road transport supplied suguesta that we 
Wore intended to be taken in batches to the railway station and that the 
destination was probably Bagdad. Perbaps there was an idea that quarters 
would te wanted for the Germans and Italians. 

a 


On the 2th May T was 
office keys, This T refused 

43. ‘The restrictions on our liberty increased ag the month wore on. Efforts 
Were mainly directed to preventing contact with the outaide. The first, phase 
was the poriod from the Qnd-0th May, culminating in the falso alarm of the 
move. ‘The officers of the guard treated ux reasonably, and es were 
allowed to be sent ont concerning commissions in town. ‘The second phase was 
probably due to raids by the RAF.. the arrival of the Axis missions and the 
roverses suffered by the Iraqis at Habbaniyah and elsewhere. The local news, 
sheets that we obtained and the astonishing war news confided tous by the Army 
Intelligence Officer, Yunis Rafiq, indicated the extent to which the: population 
were being fed on'lies about Tragi military successes. The removal of onr radio 
sets was due in part to w fear that a receiver might be, or be made to be..a 
transmitter; but more, T think, to a fear that we should find means of spreading 
jnthe town the more correct news of the BBC. The military were notin fact, 
at all sure of themselves, Brigadier Qasim Magsud’s defeatism. has been 
mentioned in paragraph 2 Enthusiasm for the “war” (at n distance) as 
distinet from enthusiasm for an opportunity of helping themselves to. British 
property from such, treaare troves as Qnivarah and lording it orer the evi 
Population, which affected officers of all ranks from Qasim Magsud downwards 

‘was mainly confined to'the younger officers of the effendi clase” 
44. From the 10th, May until just before the end we were subjected to 
increasing restriction. ‘The gate was No visitors were allowed. The 
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Officers ofthe guard’ were of a:much less’ pleasant type, and sometimes behaved 
Uiv arbitrarily. The rations were minutely searched. Every joint of meat was 
open. and every loaf of bread; packets of cigarettes were opened, the labels 
of tinned goods were torn off. ‘The guard seemed to have an obsession about 
Paper: that must have meant fear of The climax was reached when 
an order of toilet paper was received, atid the sheets were unpacked to the bitter 
ead.and festooned all over the garden before delivery 
ste ie restrictions. that caused most friction were connected with air 
faids.» The first. British aircraft appeared on the afternoon of the 4th May at 
AEM and dropped bombs on the Ghazlini camp area. It-was met. wit 
iillade of indiscriminate rifle and machinegun fire from every. soldi 
iceman or civilian with a weapon, whether in or out of range. As bullets 
Fight and left round the cansulate, we decided that we must discipline out 
{Pinuity to some form of ARP,, lest somebody be canght at a window or on 
the,roof by a stray bullet—perhaps by an ostensibly stray bullet. This idea, was 
then taken up by our guards, not with a view to our safety, but to prevent ux 
Cgnalling to aircraft’ and Seeing what damage was done, The’ consulate 
fommands'a good view of the railway station, barracks and aerodrome. The 
eof and balconies were forbidden, everyone was made to assemble in the inner 
Feats of the ground floor, no one was supposed to be seon at windows, and the 
Guard came. in and patrolled the courtyard and roof during raids. The 
Tattictions on the use of the roof and balconies were then extended 10 cover all 
aide (ald OF NO raid. Attempts were made to confine us to the basement. during 
Ors bat these wore successfully resisted. All this was submitted to for fone 
fan incident, or an “accident,” or an incitement of the mob. 
hag 4, 1t proved impossible to get the officers to stick to consistent ries; each 
Woke te idea and each was given to changing his mind. ‘The flicker of a 
Toutien oil-stove was scen from the outside at dusk during a raid: the officer was 
[and assaulting the servants for alleged signalling. ‘The most troublesome officer, 
conto Hasseeb-al-Sherbati, made a vague but vehement accusation. that 
Prople had been seen peering from forbidden windows. 
untrue and we declined 
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were iit under cover of the trees hetween the airfield and the river. It was 
impossible to toll in the various comings’ and goings how-many Axis aircraft 
‘were brought to Mosul: fifteen at a time was the maximum we counted. About 
fifty Germans and about twelve Italians seem to have been quartered in Mosul. 
‘The townspeople were impressed by (a)the segregation of Germans from Italians — 
the Germans mixed more in the town, and frequented the shops and coflee-houses; 
(8) the wolf-like appetites of the Germans for such common local necessities as 
bread and raisins. Dr:Grobba and his mission are believed to have passed through 
Mosul on their outward journey; they certainly spent’ from the 20th-SIst May 
here on their homeward retirement. From statements made to the French Consul 
by Dr. Hans Ulrich von Granow (? Gronau), the German Counsellor, when he 
applied for Syrian visas, they were trying to organise continued resistance based 
on'Mosul, and were highly disgusted with the Iraqis for preparing to capitulate 
without consulting them. They left by road for Tel Kotchek on the afternoon 
Of the Bist May, and the scramble of their departure was duly noted by the 
public. Thirty-four Ttalians left by Tel Kotchek that day 

M0, ‘The Tragi Air Force took the air very little, A nilmber of the Hawker- 
‘Audax machines in the station were not airworthy, and a Northrop which came 
in from the Bagdad direction shortly after the arrival of the Germans on the 
1Oth May was almost immediately machine-gunned and grounded by the R.A.E. 
Most of the Hawker machines spent the month dispersed op the ground round 
the airfield, and most were found to have ballet and: splinter holes when 
salmaquently-tpeeted: One Tragi Audax was destroyed on the aerodrome by 
the RAE, 

1. Altogether the Axis lost eight machines in Mosul. “Two (Mossorschmitts) 
were bombed and put out of action on the west side of the field on the 16th May , 
‘One (Heinkel) was blown to pieces by a lucky bomb dropped by a Valentin in the 
trees hear the river on the night of the 14th May; and two (one Heinkel and one 
| Lltaian)) were machine gunned and set ey fire an the east side of the field on 
tho 28nd May by two Hurricanes, one of which was hit during the raid and 
Crashed in the Shoralt Nahiyah. OF the remainder, a Messerschmitt 110 wax put 
out of action by a bad landing, and this machine, together with anotl 
Messorachinitt 110 evidently unserviceable, was burnt on the airfield by the 
departing Germans on the morning of the 3ist May: ‘The eighth machine, « 
Heinkel 111, was abandoned in an unserviceable condition in the hangars. Apart 
from this highly successful work, and the destruction of a refuelling lorry, not 
much damage was done by air raids in Moynl. A good many bombs were wasted 
‘on the partly abandoned Ghazlani camp, 

32," On the 14th May at about 7.80 rat three Blenheim aircraft, flying 
quite low in formation, dropped three bombs intended for the railway, ‘The first 
two fell in the station yard, though not-on the tracks, did slight damage and 
(Naa one or two casualties: the third was very wide of he mark and fll at the 
BabelSinjar crossroads at the western end of Nineveh Street just outside a 
coffee-shop where a number of people were assembled. Thirty-two persons were 
Villed, andl about the «ime number injured, The town siren failed to give any 
alarm until after the bombs had dropped. ‘This incident caused « number of 
inhabitants to vacate houses in the south-west side of the town. 

38. ‘The nation ws at the time a very justifiable target. On the 18th May 
two trains of French war material arrived from Syria, carrying one battery of 
Tom. field guns, 10,000 rifles, 250 automatic arms, and 460 tons of munitions 
and lorries, loaded at Rayak and Baalbek. ‘This material was feverish) 
in various parts of the town and in quarries round it. Another munition train 
arrived from Syria.on the 24th or 25th May. On the morning of the latter day 
we aay two of a battery of four 155-mm. howitzers of old pattern being drawn 
Trom the station, The material was supervised at Tel Kotchek by M. Renoukardt, 
‘a German member of the Armistice Commission, and the emtissary who came to 
Traq to negotiate for the deliveries was a Levantine mongrel called Milauctne 
(ality, Mulbausen, no doubt). ‘Two French officers, Donne and Robert, came to 
hhegotiate for wheat and petrol to be supplied to 

'b4.. Two British aircraft were lost in the district. One, a Blenheim, was 
hiv by rifle oF machine-gun fire while attacking Mosul aerodrome onthe 10th May. 
and i reported to have come down inthe Makhmur qadha of the Arbil liwa south 
of Guwelr. ‘The Mudir Nahiyah of Shorah, ‘Tewfiq Shabib (see paragraph 21), 
exceeded his duties hy taking charge at Guweir (outside his district) of the two 
occupants who were taken prisoner, and brought: them into Mosul, The third 
occupant was killed, His body was brought to the Dominican Fathers, and their 
building was at once surrounded by an angry crowd, out to mutilate the body, 
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and police protection had to be given. The Fathers buried him in the crypt. of 
their chureh. ‘The other, a Hurricane, was likewise hit over Mosul aerodrome 
and came down near Shorah on the 22nd May (see paragraph 51), the pilot being 
killed, He was buried in the British Cemetery at Bab ol Sinjar by the Iraqis. 
On the 13th-May a British aircraft was intercepted and chased by @ German 
machine within sight of the town. It dived low across the Tigris, and appeared 
from the town: to be coming down on the far bank, but escaped. The hooligan 
element of the town immediately set out across the bridge, armed with sticks 
and knives. Read in conjunction with the incident at the Dominican chateh, this 
shows the temper of the Moni! mob 
‘About the 20h May we noticed a ehange in the demeanour of our Lragi 
Wanders. Restrictions were still maintained, but rumours of the fight of the 
ishidists and the advance of the British forces began to filter in, and the troops 
treated us with more consideration. A southbound train which left on the evening 
of the 26th returned at 5:43... on the 28th with its engine ym reverse, clearly 
icating that. an interruption in the railway lind occurred between here and 
jad, On the morning of the 31st many Axis aircraft took off and did not 
Teturn, and we saw the burniag of unserviceable machines on the aerodrome, At 
8-45 P-on the lat June the Commandant of Police (Kamil Yahya) arrived and 
informed us that.an armistice had been signed, that we were froe, but that, since 
re were insullicient. police and troops in the town to ensure our safety (there 
been many desertions to Syria), he begged that we would all remain in the 
consulate or its immediate vicinity. I accordingly caused everyone to remain 
quartered in the consulate, and only to go out after reference to me andthe 
Provision of an escort, ‘The military guard bad been withdrawn and a. small 
Drotective guard of police had been placed at the gate, On the morning of the 
June British aireraft arrived, bringing a battalion of Gurkhas to occupy the 
serontrome, and the majority of the British and American community were 
ferried to Habbaniyah by the returning aircraft. Throughout the first half of 
june such Englishmen as remained lived in or near the consulate, and went about 
ir business by arrangement, Keeping to the main atrets A skeleton 13.0.0. 
‘al visited Quiyarah and Ain Zalah to take over and report but not to reside 
there, “Sullen and angry looks could be seen in the town, and it was evident that 
ng doses of Axis Bropaganda and a feeling of haying been baulked of an 
Spportunity to trium run wild, were having effect. The final efforts of 
the Germans had been to sow the beliefs that they were soow to. return in 
ible force, hat the British were out to w Cy 
ona hg ay to wreak sanguinary vengeancs 
ing that the Mosul rabble bears an evil reputation in a country wi 
20 much element bears a. good one, and that disorders occurred. i ant 
Basra, credit must be given to the authorities here for havin ml queer 
appen in Mowal either during or following the rebellion. "On the Sim May 
‘gadier Qasim Magsud fled to Kirkuk, where he was apprehended. He 
couformed to Rashid Ali's orders, and for the rest seems to have concentrated 
60 appropriating a considerable sum of mone} 
Proventing disorder. 
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‘57. Te was not to be expected that the glow of this conflagrati 
Tem extinguished. “Propaganda had been tho long at. work money had pon 
pitded out and the Germans had made use of their time here to plant agents; 
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22nd May. What prevented them is not known, unless it was that they sensed 
the coming collapse. On the night of the $ist May Dr. Grobba stopped for two 
hours at Tel Kotchek to interview Sheikh Wadban. As late as the 29th June 
M. Renouhardt and Major Meyer-Ricks, of the Armistice Commission, inter 
viewed Sheikh Daham at Hassetcheh and offered him ‘money and arms to 
intimidate Sheikh Sofouq with tales of German successes and of the Germans’ 
imminent return to Iraq via Russia and Persia, and to harass: the British on 
the Iraq frontier. A description of this interview and of the French 8.3.0.'s 
attitude towards it is given as an annex to this report. 

58. The expulsion of the Italian Legation, British penetration into Syria 
and Persia, the shifting of the war from the Near East to Russia, the removal from 
Mosul of number of anti-British individuals, the arrival of increasingly large 
British forces, and the heal of time have progressively driven this sullen 
hostility underground. With the usual reservations always applicable to such a 
backward ares, the town and countryside are now normal for anyone to go about, 
and you will not see the black looks of last June. As late as August there were 
instainces of stones being thrown at British military transport by children 
undoubtedly encouraged by their parents and elders; that is no longer (November) 
th case. Nevertholes, it would be unwise usrany. that ake sorter eke 
mercurial population are fundamentally satisfactory, Nationalism, which has 
for long been staple food in the schools, the army aid the coflee-shops, does not 
heed the stimulant of Nazi propaganda to dispose people of limited vision to be 
no more than outwardly friendly towards a Power that is in important respects 
in occupation, Any important ian sticcess in Asia could very quickly alter 
thingy "-And there are sill Nazi empathioers here 

9, It was a very long time before anything was done to remove the C.LD, 
Police inspector, Amin Zaki, whore occult influence o a proper clean-up 
of undesirables.’ Ho was defended by the mutessarif, Tahsin Ali and only after 
the latter's Riegareere was transferred to Zibar, where it is hoped that he can 
do no harm. The Director of Education, who in no ccireumstanees ought to be 


a man of totalitarian leanings, is still Yusif Zainal; d, if Tabsin Ali did not 

remove him as mutessarif, it i# to be feared that he will not do so as Minister 

of Education, unless presture is applied. ‘The ive otal secretary of the 
f 


Young Men's Moslem Association, Bashir Sakkal, still teaches in the Faisaliah 
School, although the association's premises have been closed. The Faisaliah 
School, managed by the Awgaf, is an undesirable institution as at present 
constituted. 

80, " The Trag army is a difhicult problem. The military experience gained 
by many of the officers in May consisted of swaggering abodt and having their 
own way for a month, moving from barracks into town in case they were bombed, 
driving about in cars of British subjects and living in the loot of Qaiyarah. The 
collapse of what was essentially an army rebellion has left a sense of frustration 
which seeks an outlet. The Yeridi situation in September seemed to offer an 
opportunity, more especially as that situation is closely bound up with the 
intrigues of the Shammar sheikhs, who had undue influence with Tahsia Als 
Had it not been for timely action prompted from British agencies, there would 
in all likelihood have been another punitive expedition of the deplorable typo 
that has occurred in the past when the Iraq army has acted against minorities 
‘The Tragi District Commander at Mosul, Hrigudier Abas Razzaq Hussein, is 
& Pleasant aud well-meaning officer, and not the only one; but the wrong spirit 
has for so long resided in army circles that it must be a work of time before it 
can be exocieed, oa 

61, The police have suffered from a precipitate change of commandants 
Ove of ‘Tahsin Ali's first ucts on his return to Mosul was to demos: Kevut Yahya, 
who, being a Moslawi, remained resident in the town. Opinions are divided as 
to whether Kamil Yahya was a feed or a bad commandant, but it is likely that 
the presence on the spot of a dismissed commandant, in a country where the 
out-of -office of today is a0 often the in-office of to-morrow, hax had a cramping 
effect on. the work of the police and his successor. His dismissal had the eet 
of shutting his mouth concerning the whereabouts of a great deal of the lo 
tatean in May: about which he og Knows a good deal. The British forces 

wve had much trouble to get proper police co-operation in checking consid, 
thefts of material that occurred when they hret gerne spay 

62, The mutessarif, Tahsin Ali, suffered from having been here too often. 
as mutessarif ot as police commandant, and having too many old friends sta 


(7 Not printed. 
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When a good deal of impartial firmness was needed.” Tt i not doubted that 
his sentiments are friendly and he possesses a bluff exterior that is one of a 
luutessarif’s assets; but beneath that exterior he is too pliant, and his attitude 
during the threatened Yeridi trouble showed that he is not a level-headed 
administrator. His elevation to Cabinet rank in October leaves the way open 
for a successor who will have # considerable task. 

83. The countryside has got into possession of more and better arms. 
Deserting soldiers at the end of May are reported to have returned to villages 
with army rifles and ammunition, Tt would be interesting to know where some 
of the French arms brought in in May have gone. About 300 Lebel rifles were 
issued in the early autumn by the acting mutessafif to certain villages, for the 
lassic reason of dealing with the wild pig, who admittedly’ do cause much 
destruction ; but there are arguments against the wisdom of this. ‘The customa: 
apprehensions have been enrrent among the Christian and Yeridi population, 

are apt to exaggerate their fears, but no serious incident has ocvurred. The 
Presence of British forces in the liwa has assisted towards this, 

64. The British forces have brought some welcome money into the area. 
Unfortunately, it is very difficult to. prevent too much of this going into the 

of property owners, sheikhs and contractors; and too little into those of 
the poorer classes who are faced with the inevitable rise in the cost of living, 
It is to be hoped that measures to import stocks of essential commodities, and to 
control their distribution and sale, will be effective; otherwise there will be 
distress, and our ill-wishers will father yet another grievance on to us, 

65." Such is the debit side of the account, On the credit side there is no 
doubt that the fomentation and discharge of the sore that has been infecting this 
Mtitrict for several years has cleared the way for better relations. Things are 
better than they were nine months ago, and this not only because we have scored 
4 success in Iraq and introduced our armed forves. We should not, however, lose 
‘sight of the fact that those in Mosul and Northern Iraq who are not time-serving, 
mercenary and parochial in outlook are greatly outnumbered by those who are, 
and that the only thing that really succeeds here is success, 


J.P. G. FINCH. 





[B 61/44/93) No. 5, 


Sir Kinahan Cornwallis to Mr. Eden.—(Received January 30.) 


(No. 11) 

nig Majesty's Ambassador at Bagdad presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour 
to transmit to him a copy of an Order of Conviction passed by the Military 
‘Tribunal, Bagdad, against the organisers of the coup d’ Etat of April 1941 on tho 
Sth January, 1949. 


Bagdad, January V5, 1942, 


Enclosure in No. 5. 


Order of Conciction passed by the Military Tribunal, Bagdad, against the 
Organisers of the Coup d'Etat of Aprit. 
(Somimary of Translation.) 
THE Military Tribunal was convened at Al Rashid Camp on the 
Sth January, 1942, constituted as follows :— 
President— 
Al Aqid Mustafa Raghib; 
Members— 
Magistrate Abdulaziz al Khaiyat, 
Magistrate Khalil Ami 


Al Aid Muhammad Ali Said, i 
Rais Awwal Abdullah Rif’at al Na’asani, 


‘Suthorised to adjudicate in the name of His Majesty the King of Iraq. 
[24085] 




















The Pablic Proseentor, Suiyid Hamdi Sadr-ud-Din, referred to the tribunal 
the case of the accused Rashid Ali al Gilani and companions and asked for their 


trial and conviction as follows :— 
Rashid Ali al Gilani | 


Ali Mahmud al Sheikh Ali 

‘Yunis al Sabawi 1 

Al Fariq Amin Zaki Sulaiman) Under section 80 (i) of the B-P.C.; 

Al Agid Salah-ud-Din al Sabbagh 

Al Aqid Fahmi Said 

AI Aqid Mahmod Salman 

and 

Naji Shaukat 

Siddiq Shanshal Under clause (ii) of the same section; 

Muhammad Hassan Salman, 
on the charge of having organised a gang, resisted with arms the enforcement of 
laws, and used force to suppress and cl the legitimate Government. 

‘The tribunal conducted the trial of the above-mentioned individuals in theie 
abeence, owing to ther failae to anamer te cribunal’s summons to appear before 

notwithstanding the fact that the summons had been served upon them 
through the Iraqi Broadcasting Station and the Iraqi press, and notwithstanding 
the fact that ertiateriran ateuained ite theairto ‘appear in accordance with the 
Supplement to the Martial Administration Ordinance. 

In conducting the trial of the above accused individuals in their absence, the 
tribunal examined all the official documents of evidence br cht against them, and 
also the text of the Speoch from the Throne made by His Highness the Regent 
and of the letter of resignation of Saiyid Nuri al Said, Foreign Minister in 
Rashid Ali's constitutional Cabinet, and the speech of ‘Saiyid Jamil al Midfai, 
head of the Cabinet formed on the 2nd June, 1041. The tribunal also heard the 
evidence of a considerable number of witnesses well acquainted with the attitude 
and conduct of the accused, namely :— 

Saiyid Arshad al Umari, 
iy Al Zaim Nur-ud-Din Mahmud, 

Saiyid Taufiq al Sawai Saiyid Hosam-ud-Din Jum'ah, 

Saiyid Muhammad al Sadr, Saiyid Jalal Khalid, 

Saiyid Sadiq al Bassam, Saiyid Khalid al Zahawi, 

Saiyid Salih Jabr, Saiyid Abdullah Auni, 

iyid Tahsin "Ali, Saiyid Muhsin Abu Tabikh, 

Saiyid Us i Sheikh Salih Bashayan, 
and others. 

‘As a result, the tribunal finds as follows :— 

A section of the accused. consisting of the military commanders Salah-ud- 
Din ai Sabbagh, Fahmi Said, Mabmud Salman and Ramil Shabib, had for 
considerable time past neglected their original military duties and ‘engaged in 

ties, not of their concern, harmful to the country’s interests. ‘These 
activities consisted of frequent interference with Government and State affairs, 
inspired by selfish ambitions and base objects and desire for empty fame and 
for the retention of their positions. They exploited their position and their 
military powers for the furtherance of these personal aims. In their desire to 
strengthen their influence, they promoted the spirit of disaffection among 
members of their retinue and other officers and members of the armed forces. 
Instead of preparing the defence of the country, they exposed the country to 
danger, brought about crisis after crisis and the fall of Cabinet after Cabinet. 
‘They even went as far ax to interfere with the higher affairs of the State, 
showing no respect for the th The more loyal statesmen and leadii 
personalities in the country administered advice and counsel to them and tried 
to dissuade them from these activities; the more persistently they continued 
this course, the more conceited they grew and the more they persisted in their 
violation of the Constitution and their forceful opposition to the enforcement of 
laws. Persisting in their criminal conduct, they repeatedly threatened the 
throne, the Government and leading personalities by mobilising the army, until at 
last they came to control the supreme authority. ‘This meant that the Constita- 
tion and other laws fell into suspense and that power fell into the bands of a gang 
whose members illegally dominated the situation und threatened with death 1 
who differed from them in opinion or declined to associate themselves with their 
conduct. ‘The activities of this gang grew in violence during the Cabinet of 
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Rashid Ali, its members taking advantage of the fact that their ideas and their 
activities were closely similar to his. Rashid Ali should have taken steps to put 
a limit to the activities of these individuals either by administering sound advice 
‘and counsel to them or by causing legal punishment to be inflicted upon them for 
their various illegal acts, Instead of so doing, however, Rashid Ali exploited 
the attitude of this gang to realise his material aims and ayenge himself upon 
his political opponents." Accordingly, he encouraged the military commanders 
in their conduct, expressed his approbation of their acts and joined hands with 
em both morally and materially. His conduct thus aggravated the already 
{ritical situation and exposed the country and the State to danger and brought 
upon the verge of collapse. ‘Then there joined hands with Rashid Alt a 
FroUP of foreign criminals and foreign spies, aliens expelled from their original 
‘and charlatans who have no connexion with this country, who helped him 
1 realise his base aims while seeking to realise their own base ambitions, being 
Persons with no zeal for the interests of this country and with material gain as 
their sole object. The young Iraqi Government. being bound by certain pledges 
Pith certain Powers, especially Great Britain, with whom she has a treaty of 
friendship, Rashid Ali rebelled against the application of the provisions of the 
‘Said treaty, as a result of which the allies of Iraq, particularly Britain, became 
SePicious of Rashid and his supporters, especially s0 on account of Rashid's 
Speuly hostile attitude towards Great Britain. Later, Rashid Ali acted in a 
manner which led to the conclusion that he contemplated violating the provisions 
‘of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty and that he was inclined to favour the Axis Powers. 
Rashid Ali also cultivated the friendship of the Italian Minister in Bagdad, 
‘who had become a channel for sowing dissension among the people of the country, 
Peomting Iraqi public opinion and promoting pro-Axis sympathies among the 
People, shid Ali also refused to acquiesce in the proposal of hi Gabinet 
Colleagues for the severance of relations with Italy, ove of the Axis Powers. “Not 
Gontent with all this, Rashid Ali proceeded to enlarge his gang by enlisting in 
fai are OF State appointments, ambitious individuals, lovers of empty fame and 
false advocates of the national canse—persous skilled in the art of propaganda 
nd dissimalation and deceit, such as Ali Mahmud al Sheikh Ali and Yunis al 
pata.” ‘The first-mentioned (Ali Mahmud) held a seat of lecturer at one of the 
igh schools, where he got in touch with students, poisoning their minds, changing 
convictions, making open expressions of anti-Britieh feelings, and urgin 
em to continue their support of Rashid Ali and to go on strike unless Rashi 
Ais demands and aims were met and satisfied, ‘The second-mentioned, Yunis al 
Iwi. aoted as go-between between the army commanders and Rashid Ali. He 
ted the same line of conduct with reference to tho army as that by Ali 
wud with reference to schoo! students, making. anti-British propagan 
Among officers and urging them to support Rashid Ali and uphold’ him in. his 
‘Unconstitutional conduct. 
rime Minister Rashid Ali, contrary to the opinion of the majority 
gf his Cabinet colleagues, sent one of the members of his gang, namely, Naji 
ukat, to Turkey, where be entered into secret communication with the 
lerman Ambassador, von Papen, and conducted with him negotiations contrary 
fo the interests of Iraq without the permission of the higher authorities, This 
to complaints by democratic Powers friends of Iraq, namely, America, Britain 
and Turkey, who eventually called upon the Iraqi Foreign Ministry to state the 
pitt of Iraq's attitude towards the democratic Powers. ‘This in turn led the 
‘oreign Minister in Rashid Ali's Cabinet to invite the Prime Minister's 
Attention to the Nazi propaganda conducted in the country duting hia 
Ta ntsbip and to the resultant straining of relations between his Government 
ae the Allied British Government. Saiyid Nuri al Said subsequently tendered 
is Fesiguation. Thus no small number of the members of Rashid Ali's Cabinet 
Were opposed to his conduct as above. They actually protested against his acts 
ne upon him to make a statement in the Chamber of Deputies reassuring 
Allied Government of Great Britain that his Government was prepared to 
Satry out the provisions of the Anglo-raqi Treaty of Alliance. id Ali 
‘inated over the making of such statement in the Chamber. Relations 
same more strained hetwoen Rashid Ali and the majority of his Cabinet 
Srgagues and also between him and the Royal Palace, Asa result, the machinery 
Of State was paralysed, State work was saspended and legislation was held up, 
{ulti in the end the majority of the members of the Cabinet found it necessar 
Tyatnder their resignation rather than continue co-operation with Rashid Alt 
Tatter would not relinquish power. Instead, by threats, through the rebel 
Simy commanders, he compelled His Highness the Regent to issue Royal iradahs 
pointing new Ministers to replace those who had resigned, Among these new 
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Ministers were Ali Mahmud al Sheikh Ali and Yunis al Sabawi, who neither 
have the country’s interest at heart nor possess the qualifications fequisite in 
Cabinet Ministers, and are entirely given to agitation and the use of explosive 
bombs as sole means for the attainment of ther base aims. ‘This Cabinet was 
short-lived and was formed contrary to the Constitution and to the wishes of 
His Highness the Regent. 

(Here the indictment, goes on to relate, in terms now familiar to all, subse- 
quent events fromthe flight of the Regent io Diwaniyah down to the formation 
by Rashid Ali of his unconstitutional inet on the 12th April, 1941.) 

This unconstitutional Cabinet continued in power until the 29th May, 1941. 
‘The British Government refused to recognise this unconstitutional Government 
of Rashid Ali, while Rashid Ali would not enable the British Government to act 
in accordance with the provisions of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty, As a result, Rashid 
Ali's gang brought about-an armed clash between the Iraqi army. and the 
British army, causing Iraq material and moral losses and losses in life and 
production, and also causing Iraq loss of reputation and moral standing abroad. 

aq in its entirety was shaken by the unjustifiable war of May 1941, which was 
abschitely uncalled for except ie a mente of satisfying the lust and ambitions 
of Rashid Ali and his gang of military commanders mentioned above. As a 
result of that war, children have been orphaned, women have been rendered 
widows, innocent persous have been killed and wounded, and no small number 
‘of people were thrown into jail for no canse other than their refusal to share 
Rashid Ali's views or participate in his acts. Rashid Ali also compelled many 
alims, mosque preachers and tribal chiefs to issue fatwas and statements and 
compose poems and draw up manifestos declaring constitutional his. acts and 
those of his gang. Rashid Ali's unconstitutional Cabinet also restored relations 
with the Axis Powers, recalled to Iraq Dr, Grobba, the German Minister, noted 
for his harmful activities in this country, and introduced into the country. an 
Axis ait ores, which it actually employed against our British ally, notwith- 
standing the fact that a constitutional Government of Iraq had decided to sever 
relations with Germany. ‘The Cabinet also sent provisions from Iraq to Syria 
for delivery to the Axis Powers, receiving arms in return. Eventually, unable 
to continue armed resistance. Rashid Ali's gang fled the country, under cover of 
night, and made for the Persian frontier, after an unsuccess(ul attempt to carry 
away State funds with them. ‘They left behind them a state of chaos in the whole 
‘country, and in particular in the capital, What strikes one as strange about this 
gang {x that, although they had repeatedly declared that Great Britain wished 
Unnecessarily to involve Traq in the horrors of it was they who ‘actually 
involved Tea in an unnecessary war, inflicting on her wounds that would take 
Jong to heal. 
¥ When the news of this gang's despicable fight reached them, cortain army 
commanders and other loyal persons decided that the interests of Iraq required 
the cessation of hostilities and the conclusion of an armistice. By that time, the. 

Mi Sabawi had proclaimed himself Military Governor of 

‘dad and decided to continue the hostilities and the rebel movement. However, 
he found no one in agreement with him, and he and the then Director of Propa: 
ganda, Siddiq Shanshal, were arrested by the Committee of Public Security and 
expelled from Iraq. Following the restoration of tranquillity and the eonclosion 
of the armistice, His Highness the Regent returned to Bagdad on the 1st June, 
1941, together with his loyal supporters and set up a constitutional Cabinet with 
Saiyid Jamil al Madfai as Prime Minister, With the formation of the Madfai 
Cabinet the acts of that gang came to an end, 

In view of the foregoing facts and of the evidence given by all the above- 
mentioned witnesses, comprising a mimber of former Prime’ Ministers, the 


President of the Senate and 1 1 
ind Deputies, de, and having 
iced before the tribunal, apart 
gang are so publicly known that 
amount to flagrant offence, the tribunal unanimously ‘funds the following 
i Penal Code :-— 
Rashid Ali al Gilani, 
Ali Mahmud al Sheikh Ali, 
Yunis al Sabawi, 
Al Fariq Amin Zaki Sulaiman, 
Al Agid Salah-tid-Din al Sabbagh, 
‘Al Aqid Fahmi Said, 
Al Agid Mahmud Salman, 
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‘The tribunal further finds the following guilty under section 80 (ji) of the 
Bagdad Penal Code :— 
Naji Shaokat, 
Mohammad fassan Salman, 
Siddiq Shanshal. 


Fa regard to the remaining accused persons, the Public Prosecutor had aaked 
that Naji al Suwaidi, Muhammad Ali Mahmod, Musa al Shabandar and Rauf al 
Bahrant shall be tried under section $0 (ii) of the Bagdad Penal Code, that Kamil 
Shabib shall be tried under section 80 (i), and Abdul Qadir al Gilani under 
Section 255 of the same code. ; . 
When the summonses to appear for trial had been setved upon them by radio 
and through the press, these remaining acensed persons expressed themselves 
willing to appear for trial as soon as they could do so, As they have not been able 
to appear, as understood from official documents referred to this tribunal by the 
Sppropriate authorities, the tribunal has unanimously decided that their trial 
shall be deferred until stch time as they shall be able to respond to the summonses 
of the tribunal 
The tribunal unanimously orders to be set free Muhammad Hassan Haidar, 
‘accused under section 155 of the Penal Procedure Code, 
1o4q) tdsment passed in default and delivered publicly this 6th day of January, 
(Signed) Presidente and Mesiers of tho Tribunal, 


The. Sentence. 
tary Tribunal was convened at Al Rashid Camp on the 6th January, 
ted of the following 

President— 
Al Agid Mustafa Raghib; 
Members— 

Magistrate Abdulaziz al Khaiyat, 

Magistrate Khalil Amin, 

Al Aqid Muhammad Alt Said, 

Rais Awwal Abdullah Rif'at al Na°asani; 
Authorised to adjudicate in the name of His Majesty the King of Irag, and passed 
judgment as follows: 

‘The Mi 
Rashid 
Amin Zi 


rs, and 
‘one year, 


pove accused persons, 
ll remain under attachment 


Er 
by the Government, and a trustee tobe appointed by the Court of Sessions 
administration of ‘the attached properties of the persons sentenced, in 

fietdance with the procedure in force, pending the completion of all legal 
formalities concerning them, 














‘The tribunal further ‘orders that the above judgment shall be broadcast by 
radio and published in the local papers for the information of the fogitive 
convicts, as means of service on them in aceordance with the Supplement to the 
Martial’ Administration Ordinance, in erder that the time-limit'Zor appeal iaid 
down in the ordinance shall begin and to enable the convicted persons bitherto 

. Rashid Ali, Naji Shaukat, Muhammad Hassan Salman and 
Salah-nd-Din Sabbagh, vo appeal ageinxt this judgment in accordance with the 
Supplement to the Martial Administration Ordinance. 

"The tribunal further orders that copy of the judgment shall be forwarded to 
the Comniander of the Forces" [sie] for service on the remaining persons 
convicted, namely, Amin Zaki, Mahmud Salman, Fab Said, Siddiq Shansh 
Ali Mahmud al Sheikh Ali, Yunis al Sabawi, through such legal channels as may 
be deemed advisable, in accordance with the Supplement to the Martial Adminis- 
tration Ordinance, in order that when they are so able to return to Traq and appear 
before the tribunal, 


Judgment issued in default, subject to appeal, and publicly read this 6th day 
of January, 1942. 
(Signed) President. and Members of the Tribunal 
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Baydad, January 24, V942. 
PARLIAMENT teasombled on the 17th January after an adjournment of 
six weeks, At the firat two meetings no business was done as a quorum was not 
resent. ‘The recess has passed quietly, and the principal matters of concer 
we been the cost of living, the tri of Rashid Ali and bis associates, the 
interpretation of certain articles of the Organic Law and the reviow of Iraq's 
position in the war, 

2 Prices of essential articles show little improvement, Maximum prices 
for matches, toa, coffee, sugar, wheat and barley and certain grades of cotton 
goods have been fixed by the Central Supply Board, but merchants are generally 
selling only low quality stocks at the fixed prices. The better quality is obtainable 
at a higher price by private arrangements. ‘The price of the best quality wheat 
‘was fixed early in January at 1.D.40 4 ‘teghar, and the lowest quality (with 
16 pee cent of dirt) at TD. 24, |The price of flour has, however, remained 
uncontrolled and has now exceeded I.D.3 per 100 kilog, This is a very high 
Bree for the poor to pay. In Bagdad the mayor endeavoured to organise the 
fale of restricted quantities at a lower price, He was obliged, however, to give 
tp the experiment as he found that without rationing it was impossible to prevent 
buses. He is now trying to organise adequate supplies of controlled-price bread 
instead, but is confronted with the difficulty of having a stock of wheat only big 
enough to last until the end of February. 

"A. British expert. is now helping the Iraqi authorities to solve their 
supply and distribution problems, but so far as can he judged from the available 
information it will be impossible to find enough grain to feed the people in the 
towns unless a large quantity can be imported from abroad. Such supplies ean 
only be obtained through the good offices of His Majesty’s Government and I have 
in several telograms represented to you, Sir, the gravity of the situation which 
‘Will arise if wheat is not speedily made available for this country. . ‘The people in 
Villages and wetled tribal areas have, gonerally speaking, enough foodstufls to 
keep them alive until the next harvest, but. in the towns there are thousands of 
families who had not money enough to lay in supplies in advance for the winter 
and who are dependent for their daily bread on small purchases. The steady 
tise in the price of flour and all other foodstuffs has hit these people hard, and 
if adequate supplies within their means fail they will be faced with starvation, 

4." The result of the trial by court-martial of Rashid Ali and his associates 
was published on the 8th January, Rashid Ali, Ali Mahmud al Sheikh Ali, 
Yunis Sabawi, Salabud Din Sabbagh, Fahmi Said and Mahmud Salman were 
sentenced to be hanged. Amin Zaki was also sentenced to death, but the sentence 
was commuted to life imprisonment. Naji Shaukat was sentenced to 15 years’ 
[Gprisonment, Siddig Ghanshal 699 years’ imprisonment and Muhammad Basan 
Salman to 1 year’s imprisonment, ‘The court also ordered the conliscation of the 
property of all the above-mentioned persons. ‘The court further decided to 
postpone the hearing of the charges made against Naji Suwaidi, Mohammed Ali 
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Muhmud, Musa Shabbandar, Rauf Bahrani, Kamil Shabib and Abdul Qudir 
Gilani until such time as they should be able to appear before the court, the court 
haying heen satisfied that these persons had wished to respond to the court's 
Summons to surrender themselves for trial, but had been prevented from doing so 


mndir Gilani, who is 

inister informed me orally that the 
assed unanimously and that it had 
men were acquitted after their 


sentences, 
that there has been a considerable hardeni inst these men during 
the last month and that no serious trouble is expected as the result of such action. 
9. In paragraph 10 of my despatch No, 349 of the 14th December, 1 
‘mentioned. the Prime Minister's declared wish to, strengthen the authority of 
Parliament, During the recent parliamentary recess he has been examining possi- 
bilities of doing this within the framework of the Oreanic Law. The High 
Court (consisting of four senators and 4 judges) provided for in artiole 3 of the 
Organic Law has been called upon to reply to the following questions touching 
interpretation of articles 20 and 22 of the Constitution 


(1) Would the addition of certain rights to the established rights of the King 
during the period of regency be an infringement of the King’s 
prerogatives = 

(2) If the male descendants in direct line to his late Majesty King: Faisal 
should cease, can a female descendant in the direct line become heir 
to the Throne! and, if not, would it be within the rights of the nation 

2) Was’ crentzon of the post of Deputy or Assistant Minister, tobe 

¢ ‘ould the creation of t of ty or Assis inister, to. 

yt by a Member of Pariament, be contrary to the Constitution? 


10. The following decisions were given hy the High Court :— 


(1) The grant of new rights to the King would not contravene article 22 
‘of the Organic Law. This article forbids the modification of. the 
King's prerogatives during a regency. ‘The assignment of additional 
rights to the King would not be a modification within the meaning 
of this article. 

2) A female cannot succeed to the Throne, and if, which God forbid, thore 
‘should be no male heir to the Throne, the decision to be taken would 
rest with the nation under article 19, ns 

(3) The creation of the post of Deputy or Assistant Minister from among 
‘Members of Parliament is not lawful, for it would weaken the 
legislative power. ¥ 

(The underlying idea of this somewhat ambiguous decis 
to be that if each Minister could appoint a depaty or assistant the 
influence of the Cabinet over the Senate and the Chamber would be 
tauch increased because of the powerful patronage which the Cabinet 
‘would thereby control within the two Houses.) 

11. Questions concerning articles 55, 31 and 119 of the Organic Law have 

also been referred to the High Court for interpretation. 

12 The Organic Law itself is meanwhile being studied by a special 

‘committee with a view to the elimination, by amendment, of the defects which 
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have been revealed by experience. The committee consists’ of twelve members, 
‘cministers and judges, under the presidency of Jamil Madfai 

13, Reports which have reached me from political advisers “and other 
sources show that there are still too many pro-Nazis and anti-British Iraqi civil 
officials and army officers at large in the northern liwas. Most of them appear 
to be inactive at present, but they represent a potentially hostile element, and 1 
shall continue to make strong representations to the Prime Minister for their 
removal. I am also pressing for action against a number of undesirable 
teachers and officials who still remain undisturbed in the Ministry of Education 
‘and its various schools, "It is impossible to deal with all those persons who showed 
hostility when Nuzi influence was in the ascendant, but in spite of the fact that 
too many. remain untouched, there is no doabt that the general political 
atmosphere in the country has greatly improved. Co-operation between the 

ish and Iraqi forces is excellent, and social intercotrse is encouraged by the 
higher command on each side. A joint Anglo-Traqi survey of certain features 
of the desert area south of the Euphrates, between Jalal Tanf and Ramadi, is 
now being carried ont, and the Mosul Municipality have given their new town 
ball for use as a service club for British troops. 

14. The Prime Minister has been thinking x good deal lately about Traq’s 
position in the war. From the beginning he has had faith in an Allied victory, 
and has seen clearly that Iraq could expect few positive benefits from such "a 
victory unless she played, in some measure, an active part in the fight against 

While those who believed in a Nazi victory favoured reinsurance with 
ch, Nuri Said has always inclined towards the if up of @ substantial 
eredit account with the Allies, on which Iraq coald cash in when the time came for 
ce settlements, This was the basis of his early schemes form token Tra 
Foro in the western deseet” ad thongh political and military opposition to such 
‘4 project was too strong for him, he has never given up the hope of finding some 
way of improving Iraq's position at the peace conference by finding a part for 
her to play in the war. He quickly ppreciated the importance for the Arab 
cquntries especially Lrag, Syria and Palestine) of the Atlantic Charter, and more 
recently he has seen the opportunity which is offered by the twenty-six Power 
anti-Axis pact concluded at Washington at the beginning of the year, He has 
accordingly been sounding his colleagues and some of the senior ‘ans now 
out of office, with a view to obtaining their agreement to Iraq's adherence to this 
wet and the concurrent declaration of a state of war between Iraq and Italy and 
iermany. He no doubt: feels that Iraq's ultimate claims to the rights and 
privileges recognised by the Atlantic Charter will thereby be strengthened. He 
may also hope that if Iraq signs the pact the United States may extend the 
Lease-Lond Act to her. He would like Saudi Arabia to take the supe step at the 
same time, but he is awaiting the advice of His Majesty's Government before 
making: any proposals to King Ibn Saud, 

4, | Traq's position vied rit Syrin has also heen under consideration, and, 
as you already know, the Prime. Minister informed me about the middle of 
January that the Iraqi Government would be willing to recognise the Syrian and. 
Lebanese Governments if the Free French authorities announced that the present 
arrangements are only temporary atid that at the end of the war the Syrian and 
Lebanese will be free to choose what form of government shall be set up in their 
respective conntries, 

16. The French Minister, his family and the legation staff left.Iraq at the 
end of December... The remainder of the Japanese Legation. stafl remained, 
pending a decision as to the route to be chosen for their repatriation and a 
iments for the release of British diplomatiats in Japanese hands. All Jay 
property: in Iraq was brought under official control soon after the Japanese 
teclaration of war on the United States, 


17. The Iraqi Government have under consideration a draft. Treaty of 


Friendship with China. ‘The Prime Minister informs me that this docs not 
involve an exchange of diplomatic missions. 
18. Tam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives 
Cairo, Tehran, Jedda, the Minister of State, Cairo; His Majesty's 
High Commissioner for Jerusalem and ‘Transjordan: the Governor-General ‘of 
the Commander-in-chief, India: General Headquarters, Middle East; the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf; the Political Agent, Koweit; and to His 
Majesty's Consuls at Basra and Mosul and to the Combined Middle East 
Intelligence Centre. Seon a 


KINAHAN CORNWALLI 
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CHAPTER IIL—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(E 473/207/89) No. 7, 
Office of the Minister of State to the Foreign Office—(Received January 22.) 


THE secretary to the Minister of State presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Office, and is directed to transmit herewith a 
copy of Political Report on Syria and the Lebanon (November 1941). 


Cairo, January 7, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 7. 


(Seoret.) 
Political Report on Syria and the Lebanon during the Month of November 1941, 


1, General. . 
THE, month of November passed smoothly. ‘The chief events were the 
Proclamation of Lebanese Independence and ‘the recognition of the Syrian 
nment by Greeee, Belgium and Saudi Arabia. yt 
programme of ravituillement has been continued with increasingly 
‘atisfactory results, both political and economic, and, though Axis propaganda 
boon insistently active, the prestige of the Allies’ cause has been enhanced by 
Tecent events in Libya and Russia. 

‘The chief cause of complaint aguinst the British i the delay in settling 
Accounts for damaged and commandeered property. Rent. is paid in arrears, 
fand this system of payment is attributed in some quarters to the Allies’ lack of 

in their ability to protect the country against invasion. 


2 Syrian Government, 

Sheikh Taj sent a suitably grateful reply to the King’s telegram of 
Congratulation, and his position, which was considerably strengthened by this 
Momage, was farther improved, later in the month, by recognition at the hands 
Of Sandi Arabia: an event which correspondingly depressed the spirits of the 
Ne 1 Woc—the Nationalists, in particular their Istiklal section, having 

maintained that Tbn Saud was sympathetic to them. Tt cannot, however, 

be pretended that Sheikh Taj's Government is either popular or respected. In 
there has been much criticism of the new régime, Tewliz Hayani, 

Governor of the city, offering his resignation, while Aleppo ignored General 
Catroux’s appeal to co-operate with Taj, not considering itself represented in the 
Government and refusing to regard Hikmat  Bey-el-Hiraki, Minister of 
Agriculture, as truly representative of Northern Syria. There has. been 
dissension, moreover, within the Government itself. Tt has been complained both 
that the Ministers have little liberty, being forced to refer to the aut rity of the 
President instead of the Primé Minister, and that the President has found places 
Within the Administration for far too many of this friends. Accusations of 
epotism are for the most part a throwing of stones by dwellers in glass houses, 
4nd General Collet_has continued to harmonise the relations between \the 
President and his Ministers. Fayez-el-Khouri, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
is taking into his Ministry many of the Nationalist elements, both those already. 


in, and also from outside, the Administration, The situation is at the moment 
extremely fluid. 


3. Damascus and the Hauran. ihe ois su 
Althongh no actual disturbances have taken place this month in the Hauran; 
discontent persists as a result of the bad harvest heavy debts. the inadequacy of 
laurani representation in the new Government and the continuance of French 
Control. The supporters of Emir Abdullah have aggravated the temper of the 
Situation. ? 
Delay in the i. of commandeered accommodation in. Damascus itself 
continues to cause il-feeling : though the situation has been ‘improved. by the 
sion to settle accounts monthly instead of quarterly im arrears, and by the 
ppointment of a commission consisting of one British, one French ant 
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Syrian member to study the whole question of rents. In certain urgent cases 
payment has been made in advance. 

Politically, interest has been focussed on the murder in Bagdad of Fakhri 
Nashashibi and the arrest on security grounds of the Tello Brothers and of 
Sharif Mouradi. Nashashibi’s murder, which is recognised as a political Axis- 
inspired crime, has frightened many ‘Allied partisans, their uneasiness being 
accentuated by the rumoured landing of « number of parachutists, whose arrival 
they regard as the opening of a terrorist campaign. 

‘The Tello Brothers were charged with retaining arms, and Sharif Nouradi 
with harbouring of a German deserter from the Foreign Legion. In both cases 
papers wero discovered indicating a cle connexion vith subyorsive organisations 

nown to be under Axis influence, ‘These arrests provoked many intercessions 
for clemency—mainly from those who knew themselves to be in danger of arrest 

Dissatisfaction with the Government is general, and the Nationalists are 
closing their ranks in order to show that they alone are fit to govern Syri 


4, Aleppo. 

November bas been a quiet month in this part of the country. There is 
strong opposition to Sheikh Taj’s Government—the probability that Dr. Keyali 
will assume the governorship in place of Nebih Bey Martini being the first signs 
of co-operation with Damnaacue—but local interest has been mainly focassed ‘pon 
domestic: problems. The ravitaillement position has improved slightly, and the 
war news from Libya and Russin has raised Allied prestige. The Arabie journal 
Al Ahali was suspended, and the editor would have been arrested had he not 
been the victim of a heart attack from which he- is not expected to recover, 
Further action was taken against pro-Axis activities, when Zafer Martini, leader 
of the Action Populaire Syrienne, was arrested. 

‘The opening of the exchange control at Aleppo was warmly welcomed by the 
merchants, who still, however, agitate for an office competent to grant import and 
export liconces, ‘They complain that, as things are, they waste much time and 
money on journeys to Damascus - 

“Diffcattice have arisen with: the: Turkish authorities over the uso of the 
Ragdad railway for Allied and Syrian troops and war material. ‘The Turks 
have suspended the despatch of uniformed troops through Syria, but have been 
‘sending them in civilian clothes, 

M, Fauquenot's appointment to replace M, David as delegate has been 

wed. M- Fauquenot. has been adviser to the Minister of the 
though he cherishes French interests, he fully 
appreciates the necessity for Allied co-operation. 


5. Homs and Hama, 

Although the nationalist notables, who have suffered the loss of both their 
‘wheat stocks and their dignity, have done their best to persuade the people that 
the ravitaillement ramme is @. failure, Colonel des Eesars has the situation 
very well in hand, His enorgy, enterprise and personality. are universally 
appreciated, and the decision not to transfer him to Aleppo was welcomed. 

‘There have been a few border clashes with the Beni’ Khaled. Axis propa- 
ganda has been active and Allied posters have been defaced, but on the whole 
morale is high. An attempt has been made to distract the minds of the young 
from politics by means of organised sport. 


6. Jezireh, 

‘The interference by Skeikh Dahag et Hadi of the Shammar with road work 
between Kamichle and Tel Kotchek has ended and serions warnings have been 
given to those responsible. But it is early yet to judge what ultimate results 
will attend the forcing of the tarbulent and well-armed Agaidat to surrender over 
350 rifles, to restore looted property, to deport their lenders and to fine those 
villages that are responsible for acts of brigandage on public roads, Government 
prestige has certainly been restored, but it can only be maintained by force of 
arms. 

‘There have been tribal raids on the Iraqi frontier, and it is essential that 
the appropriate authorities of the two countries should fake firm steps to prevent 
farther outbreaks. sea : 

race meeting wnised at Deir ez Zor was well attended by Arabs as well 
as by Brith and Erench troops. ‘ 

Lieutenant-Colonel Reyniers, a former delegate at Deir ez Zor, has been 
moved to Damascus, 


WU Sebel Druze and the Druze Legion 

The dishandment of the Druze’ Legion, the formation of the new Grotipe 
‘ment’ Druze anid the future of the newly-formed Druze Regiment (Transjordan) 
have been the main topic of local interest thronghout October. Members of the 
Druze Legion were given the choice of (i) Returning to civil life, (ii) Signing 
on with the Groupement Druze. (iii) Joining the Draze Regiment, 

Intense interest was taken in the voting, but the effect politically of an 
lection atmosphere was unfort In the eyes of the Druse the British and 
French appeared as competitors, and there is little doubt that French propa: 

di ws r ‘the attempt to prevent members of the Legion 

t service with the British forces, A number of 

iade to strengthen the attractions of service with the Groupe 

by which the French are likely to find themselves embarrassed 
we come to fulfil them, 

The final figures were :— 


Civil life eg 30 
Groupement 32 
Druze Regiment 166, 


‘The new membors of the Druze Regiment, in company with the 5th 
Brigade, will cross the frontier shortly. A British liaison officer will ye 

ida, 

During the latter part of the month there has been little frontier tronbla, 
Sat the rumour, earlier in the month, that a Druze from Mesamioh had boon 
Tobled with violence in Basra Kski Sham caused a number of demonstrations 

ainat the Haurani, The situation wax handled with tact by Colonel Olive and 
ultimately xmoothed out, But Colonel Olive views the future was some appro: 
‘44 ho considers that serious trouble will arine if any more Druzes. are 


killed in the Hau 


& The Alaouite State. 
Captain Evans-Pritebard 
taiddle of the month. 


will be protected and that soma 
European Power will retain sufficient control over the country to enforce thelr 
Protection. 


9% Lebanese Gorernment. 


On the 26th November General Catroux isstied the Declaration of Lebanese 
Independence after the better part of a month had beet spent in discussions 

tween British and Free French authorities as to the exact form it should take. 
On the Ist December M. Alfred Naceache announced hin Minintry, with Abmed 
Bey Daovk as Premier :— 


Aimed! Daoak (Sunni), Prime Minister and Finance. 

Philippe Boulos (Greek Orthodox), sFustice, 

Sayed Ahmed Husseini (Shia), Interior. 

Hamid Frangié (Maronite), Foreign Affaira 

Amin Said (Maronite), Public Wor 

Hikmat Jumblatt (Druze), National Defence. 

Wassef Izzedine (Sunni), Ravitaillement, 

Ramiz Sarkis (Protestant), Education and Health, 

Alfred Skaff (Greek Catholic), Commerce and Industry 
Ahmed el Assad (Shia), Agriculture and Posts and. Telegraphn, 


q he much disliked 1936 treaty. 
quuuber of phrases suggesting: a continuation of French control, while General 
Catroax, in his letter allering the presidency to ME Naveache, made ant 


Reference to the desirability of eliminating parliamentary control in the new 


= Moreover, General Catroux issued this letter without reference to the 
Maronite Patriarch, whom he had previonsly promised to consult. The 
ve thus been confirmed in their belief that the French intend to preserve a 
‘emi-mandatory position in the country. 
(24085) > 
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The ceremony of the declaration of independence was not only unmarked by 
demonstrations of popular enthusiasm, but was boycotted by many leading 
Maronites, most of the'Mosleme and all such political leaders as Were not already 
in the Government or were. without hopes of being included in its successor 
The man in the street regarded the proceedings with cynical indifference. whilst 
some of the less informed of the populace thought they were celebrating General 
Catroux's birthday 

"The disaaticled political elements are. gathering round’.the Maronite 
Patriarch fe jon to the British, French 
and American Govern lependence 

It is not improbable, b hat active resentment will subside as it has 
done in somewhat similar circumstances in the past. 


10, Lebanon and Beirut 

Public security has been undisturbed throughout the month and the gradual 
‘weeding out of suspected enemy agents by the British Security Mission continues 

[Asrangetegis bata bees tonelded. Tor tise teasporary.asecmomadalion 1a tbe 
Lebanon of about 1,300 uon-combatant Greek refugees at present in Turkey who 
must be evacuated from that country. ‘Thanks to the co-operation of the 
Australian military authorities, the American Red Cross and the local Greek 
community, a settlement has been established in a hill resort near Beirut. 

jeneral Catroux’s tour of the South Lebanon was socially a snocess, Tt was 

widely advertised and the staging of the separate receptions was impressive. 
Their warmth, however, must be attributed less to any approval of his policy 
than to immemorial traditions of good manners combined with the anxiety of 
the notables to insure their position against an uncertain future with the arhiter 
of their immediate destinies 

In North Lebanon the go low friendly, particularly: in 
the Beka, and it might oven ts ly not the British intervened, 
the Political Officer having received private enquiries in advance ax to. the 
attitude that the inhabitants should adopt, ‘There were niowhere any actual 
hontile demonstrations, but at Tripoli a large crowd neglected to appland the 
genoral when he left the Sorail, At Baalbek he wax presented with a petition 
for the attachment of the Bekan to Syria. 


11, Propaganda. 

Reports from many sources indicate that the propaganda machine for Syria 
and tho Lebanon is not working as well as wight be expected at this stay 

This was confirmed at the Inter-Allied Conference, over which General 
Collet. presided carly in. December, and the causes were anid to be (a) an 
insufficient distribution service, and (b) lack of propaganda material 

The distribution question. is being gone into, and General Collet 
miggeated another method, to work either ob its own dr with the existing scheme. 

‘The Deputy Director of Propaganda, Middle East, attended the conference 
and is therefore aware of the position as regards material. In general, it would 
appear that Syria and the Lebanon's requirements were based on Palestine or 
Saypt, where propaganda haw already been well drilled in and merely requires 
ropenting. Ttison those repetition figures that these accounts have been regarded 
Such efforts as can be made have been made, but they are unfortunately 
12, Press 

Lebanese independence and the possible spread of the war to the Pacifie 
have been the main subjects of the press. As regards the former, there have been 
to remarkable articles: all the press has expresed satisfaction at the proclamay 
tion of independence and with the various ministers appointed, There have been 
constant appeals for unity to the Lebanese, and especially to the youth of the 
country, 

‘As reaatds the racitaillement of the country, the tone of the press indicates 
faith in the Allies to carry ont, their promises. Even the recent rise in prices, 
particularly of meat and vegetables, has failed to produce those urgent demands 
for action which were common in the press. month ago. 
18, Wheat. 

The preliminary stage of the plan for, importing wheat and subsequently 
freeing the market, which consisted in aceamulating stocks in Syria and the 


Lebanon, was proceeded with, Several ships unloaded wheat at Haifa, Beirut 
and ‘Tripoli, and considerable difficulty was experienced at first in’ finding 
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transport to forward the necessary tonnage to Syria, and also in finding storage 
‘Space for the remainder in the neighbourhood of Beirot 

‘A vigorous propaganda campaign to explain the scheme was carried out by 
the [press meetings at Beirut, Damascus, Aleppo and Latakia, and the results 
Were satisfactory: prices in the black market showed a notable fall 

Meanwhile. from the 5th November onwards, imported wheat had to be given 
Out to the raritaillement authorities for the feeding of the whole of the Lebanon 
and parts of Syria. In Syria, Damascus took 85 tons a day for the feeding of the 
town auld its surrounding villages; no whent was required in Aleppo and, owing 
to delays in transport, very little was drawn at Latakia, Arrangements worked 
smoothly aud satisfactorily, 

‘The reverse was the case in the Lebanon, where the Lebanese authorities uot 
‘aly withdrew very considerable quantities for which they had no authority, but 
fai led to distribute fairly outside the towns, They had evidently undertaken a 
task for which they were wholly incompetent 

‘The Minister of State's plan for freeing the wheat market encountered 
Vigorous opposition, notably a strong protest from General Catroux, who was 
induced, however, ta withdraw it and to promise collaboration 


W. Relations with the Free French. 

On the whole relations with the Free French have ‘continued to improve 
General Collet has insisted on the absolute necessity for Allied co-operation and 
the visit that Colonel Glubb paid him in Damascus was a great snccess. Colonel 
Glubb spent the night a the general's guest and was introduced to a number of 
French officials. It i hoped that this personal contact will allay the suspicions 





UB 873/207/80) No. 8 
Offer of the Minister of State to the Foreign Office-—(Received January 2.) 


TILE, Secretary to the Minister of Stato presenta his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State, Koreign Office, and ix dirvcted to tennsmit: herewith a 
cpy of tho Political Report on Syria und the Lebanon (December 1941), 


Cairo, January 12, 1942 


Enclosure in No. 8 
Political Report on Syeia and the Lebanon during the Month of December 1941 


L. Generat. 


THE year has ended upon a note of growing confidence. Opportunity was 
taken of the Christmas and New Year feat sent develop a growing cordiality 
in our relations with the Free French, and this has relleoted itself in a marked 

Improvement in the attitude of the Free French in settling outstanding questions, 
‘pecially that which related to rueruitiment for the Druze Regiment, 

In spite of the disturhing. news from the Far East, civilian morale has 
Wistinctly improved and confidence in the Allied cause appears to be steadily 
Rrowig. ‘Thin is due to the Allied victories in Libya and usa aud tothe entry 
©f the Tnited States into the war, which was emphasised in.a happy manner in 

territories by the visit of ‘Mr. William Bulli, Mr. Ballites. visit 
Sccasioned friendly statements from the President of Syria and the press, while 
the reported visit to Jerusalem of the Emir Abdullah to meet Mr. Bullitt called 
forth the angry condemnation of the ‘* Free Arab Station ” controlled by the Axis. 
‘Of the economic side there has heen some nervousness of economic isolation 
resulting from the Far Eastern situation, but, in the Lebanon at least, the 
pply of wheat have reassured the public, although the 

in drawing forth from the wheat-producing districts 
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2 Syria? Damaseut 


Political interest. in Syria has tended to diminish during the monih owing 
to the departure of pilgrims and the annual holidays. The relationship between 
the President and the Prine Minister continues 1 be somewhat unhappy, and 
this, together with other difficulties and with the attempt by the Shahbandarist 
party to secure for themselves more numerous posts in the Admiuistration, have 
provided the public with subjects for speculation and goss 

An. important administrative change took place when General Collet 
arranged for certain Freach services, hitherto directed from Beirut, to be directed 
from Damascus; these are the Special Service, the Sireté and the Bedouin 
Control... This change is, on the whole, to be welcomed, since it enables French 
policy in Syria to be covried on without: control from the Lees ant 
eventually acti the transfer of these services to the Syrian Government 
without serious dislocation 


3. Aleppo. 

Public interest has centred round the enquiry into the charges of corruption 
and other ii larities which were brought against the é and which 
culminated in the arrest of a policoman and the Assistant Chief of the Sireté. 
Unhappily, M. Dubecq, chosen by the French to conduct. the enquiry, had been 
the head.of this organisation for a number of years; he was not above suspicion 
Himself and certainly wax prejudiced. The new délégué appointed another 
investigator, but the French have lost mach prestige over the affair. The results 
of the enquiry are not yet known, 

M, David's replacement as adtégud by 

vians, the French and the Turks, 7 
necesnity for Allied coo 


4. Homs and Hama, 


‘The délégué hax done much to improve local feeling towards the French 
and as 4 personality has won & degree of confidence amongst the richer and more 
educated people, 

‘A Trlendly demonstration, was made on the 28th December in honour of the 
déligué and the Political Officer after the service held in the Great Mosque and 
an atmosphere of Moslem cordiality towards the British was noteworthy. On 
New Year's Eve a dinner-party was given for him by local leaders, among whotn 
were important members of the National Bloc and the Parti populaire syrien; 
{heir growing: confidence in. Allied victory ix noteworthy and their trust i 
Mr, Churchill's statements in the Atlantic Charter appears to reconcile the 
kgotieral mood of political frustration, 

‘Tho 13th Battalion, Foreign Legion, left on Christmas morning and a 
battalion of Senegalese is the only French unit left in the HomsHama_ area. 
‘Though. there has been definite proof of truniped:up charges against the 
Australians during the month, their notoriety has heen increased hy two serious 
cases of theft and house-breaking. 


3. Jesireh. 4 

Administration, and security aro gradually” improving. Preliminary 
Arrangements, which promise well, have been made by the French and Iraq 
authorities at Mosul regarding tribal disputes; British officers also assisted, One 
outstanding quarrel, between the Fedaan and Baggara tribes, has been settled 
Ubrough the arbitration of Sheikh Daham el Hadi. 

A British officer of the Iraq Levies, with the assent of the French, has 
recruited 800 Assyrians. President Dodge, of the University of Beirut, has been 
acting as chairman of the League of Nations Board of Trustees in connexion with 


a7 


the Assyrian settlement. He states that in the Khabbour district over 3,000 land 

ti is were completed and registered in the names of various families by the 

board before the end of the year. "The board hus now discharged its duties. 
The shortage of indispensable medicines is still acute and the impossibility 

Of treating the sick is having its effect upon public health. 

_. _ Exceptionally severe climatic conditions towards the end of the mouth have, 

in some districts, killed 25 per cent. of the sheep, 


6. Jebel Druze. 
Emir Hassan, after a prolonged visit to Egypt, returned to Soueida. 
His position was weakened by his absence, during which time General Catroux 
Visited Damascus and discussed the drafts of new statutes to determine the 
relations between the Druze and Alaouite States and Syria. The Administrative 
il met on the 24th December, and the Emir with great tactical skill overcame 
Opposition, which had already addressed a petition to General Catroux 
calling for unconditional union with Syria. The ir succeeded in obtaining 
@ unanimous vote for his proposals—reapplication of the Statute of 1936 with 
certain modifications. 7 
‘ition of the fighting spirit of the Druzes by the inclusion of Hikmet 
Bey Jumblat ax Minister of Defence in the Lebanese Cabinet has caused 
considerable satisfaction, particularly since a Druze is his opposite number in 
the Syrian Government. 


7. Alaouite Territory. 

‘The delay in proclaiming the terms of the new statute has made all the 
‘Communities nervous. The Christians, more anxious than ever to prejudice the 
British and French against the Alaouites, are trying in a variety of small ways 
1 stir up trouble. The Alaonites, who greatly outnumber both Christians and 

ethoxlox Moslems, seem prepared to accept political unity with Syria, 9 long 
Pettfeguards are promised to wasure then fair share af olfcil salaried 


Positions. On the other hand, the Orthodox Moslems would prefer complete union 
With Syria, and the Christians would accept any solution rather than this, but 
would prefer direct British rule. The French have claimed that the interests of 

Darties are s0 diverse as to necessitate the maintenance of their control 
«The Area Liaison Officer has been contacting the Alaouites, who may prove alt 
important factor in the event of active operations, The tribesmen have received 
Nim in the friendliest manner. 


5. Lebanese Government 
‘The new Ministry produced an unexpectedly firm declara 
Aetermination to secure Independent rights for their country, His Majesty's 
Rovernment's recognition of Lebanese independence addressed to President 
Naceache on the 27th December gave great pleasure locally and: strengthened 
Government's position. However. the existing opposition, undoubtedly 
“ by General Catroux’ unfortunate mention of the Treaty of 1936 
in his declaration of Lebanese independence and by differences between the forms 
Lebanese declarations, has not abated. The Free French have 
uation by their apparent disinclination to hand over those 
jons which have no connexion with the prosecution of the war. 
Opposition is centred round the Maronite Patriarch, stil 
JPS over-ridden in the choice of the President. On the traditional Christmas 
Day visit he received about 700 representatives of all communities and, during 
this political manifestation, resolutions were calling for complete inde- 
and for the prevention of all external arrangements without the prior 
‘onsultation of the people. 
(24085) vs 
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9 Beirut 
The Haificld-Spears Ambulance Unit left at the end of the mouth, Its 
departure is regretted in Beirut and many comments have been made on the 
cellence of its work—especially that of its travelling dispensaries, in the 
Le 


10, Propaganda. 

‘Thre is practically no change fed last month. Road 

conditions recently have largely hindere ‘of such propig 

‘as was available, and have in ema van except for 

Lebanon, where it is now working: 

saoweas of the Wheat Plan and of the campaigns in Russia and Libya 
Logether with the fact that famine no longer stares the people in the fa 
converted many of the indifferent; and the provision of food in particular has 
server the purpose of refuting German propaganda, which continues to cry out 
that the British are starving the people of Syria and Lebanca, Such propagaiida 
has now become # laughing-stock 

German propaganda is now being answered from Radio-Levanit in Arabic. 

One remark worthy of note was made by a reputable merchant of Home to 
the Avon Linison Officer us follows: '' We are interested to note that the British, 
unlike the Germans, do uot find it necessary to use propagnnda.”” However, the 

¢ officat has wince reported that a number of excellent Allied posters have 
since arrived and the interest which they aroused in the district hax been 
remmarkal 

The Prove 

‘The aucoonaful xupplying of wheat to the country has taken precedence over 
all other matters in the Arabic press, Gratitude to the British, and to a lessor 
degree to the Free Rrench, has been exprewed, by all. papers in highly 
complimentary terms, 

‘A possible uneasiness due to reports of German troop concentrations in 
Bulgarin has been dispelled by the apparent readiness of Turkey to meot any 
‘attack, Sitoilaely, it has been botly denied by all the press that Japan's e 
into the war can in any way disrupt Bi supplies to the Near Rast, A great 

‘Allied successea have appeared in all the papery. 
Proclamation of Lebanese Independence in November was followed in 
this month by complimentary articles on Pree France and Great Britain, and by 
exhortations to the Government and the people to unite and be worthy of their 
Independence, 

‘Attempts by the Arabic AL Nahar to launch a campaign criticising the 
Ministerial Declaration have been thwarted by the censor 

‘There was during the month a shortage of paper, which threatens to assume 
‘somewhat serious proportions in the future 
12. Security. 

"The British Security Mission continues to arrest suspects, and in the Lebanon 
there have been a number of protests from prominent people. A committee 
‘composed of representatives of the IXth Army, the British Security Mission and 
Spears Mission has been formed to deal with protesta of this kind; ax a result, 
certain releases have been authorised. ‘The knowledge that this committee exists 
hos made a good impression, 

Smuggling of arms, mostly rifles, continues, (The Persian army ix said to 
have toa about 100,000 rifles and a great many machine guns to brigands and 
to tribesmen.) But liaison with Turkey and Iraq over the question of frontier 
control is gradually improving. 

13, Beonomic 

Tho month was marked by the putting into effect on the 15th December of 
the Minister of State's plan for solving the wheat problem. 

‘The original plan had been to free the market and to bring the plan into 
‘operation on the sird December, but notification was received on the evening af 

20th November that certain substantial changes had to be made in’ the 

ipping programme to Syria, This necessitated the postponing of the freeing 
of the market until the 15th December, on which date the Minister of State's 
plan actually came into force. A distribution of U-K.C.C. wheat having been 
Tuade through the Lebanese and Syrian Ravitaillements to cover the period from 
the Sth to the 15th of the month, sales were heavy to start with in Beirut and 
increased almost daily, reaching a maximum of 2.495 tons on the 23rd December, 
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whilst in Damascus they never exceeded 485 tons per day 
Brd December sales dropped rapidly in Beirut, indicating thav the market was 
Saturated, it being found that on the average oar wheat was being sold on the 
market only about £5 Syrian a ton above the price at which it was purchased. 

Judging by these sales figures, it would appear that the wheat problem 
rope consisted of real shortage of wheat in the Lebanon, but considerable 

itheulty Iias been caused by the apparent refusal of the authorities and merchants 
in Syria to make any attempt in the existing circumstances to buy wheat elsewhere 
than from the depots, and it has latterly been found necessary to limit daily 
sales outside Beirut whilst selling freely in Beirut in an endeavour to foree them 
Wo lp themselves 
‘th regard to domestic whedt, there is ai yer'no sign Of its appearance in 
ny considerable quatitities on the local markets, and, although it ts felt that a 
Nery large majority of the sales have found their way’ into the hands of genuine 
consuisers, the hoarders pting a passive attitude and are sitting back, 
Waiting to see what will ha Teis felt that the only real factor that way 
make them bring forth their stocks will be the clear signs of a good 1942 harvest, 
which, combined with the accumulation stocks of imported wheat, will, It is 
hoped, force out their hidden stores: 

Some 20,000’ tons of imported wheat have been received during the second 
half of Deceinber and our position is felt to be reasonably safe, provided that 
the firm policy of refusing to "' spoon feed” the population is followed during 
the coming months, and that our export arrivals up to the promised total of 
£0,000 tons are forthcoming before the next harvest 

1k was unfortunate that it was necessary to open fust as Japan cane inte 
the war, and thix fact has undoubtedly had a bad psychological effect on the 

propaganda value of the Minister of State's plan amongst 


not inéliided) 

is to control 

g it difficult (0 

ve two State Gi particulars. Military 

to i lessor extent, pt cers under the present 

state of affairs which arouses resentinent, The export of 

‘and eges was prohibited. Compensation, to those whore property: Wiis 
daspaged in the Syrian campaign has not yet been paid 


V4, Inter-Allied Relations, 

‘On the whole the atmosphere has steadily improved, there have been fewer 
sources of disagreement. siice the settlemont of the” question of Lebanese 
Independence. Opportunity of expressing the warm sentiments which jn reality 
exist on both sides was provided by the holidays, ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel de Chevigné, head of the Cabinet iilitaire at, the Grand 
frail, Beirut, left for Washington on the 20th December, This officer, whose 
intelligence and ability were unquestionable, had been allowed to, acquire 
exceptional authority: which had caused him to be disliked by some of the more 
experienced French officials and in particular by General Collet. He has been 
replaced by Colonel Antoine, who has expressed hix desire for full collaboration 
With the British, 

‘General Monclar, the délégué in Latakia, has abown his extreme sensitiveness 
‘over 4 few trivial matters, and the enquiry into the Sdreté at Aleppo, during 
which the British Security Mission arrested two of the witnesses, caused a cortaitt 
impression of friction. 





(B 280/279 No. 9. 
Mr. Eden to Sir B. Spears. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 8, 1942. 
LENCLOSE herein a copy of instructions which have been drawn up in 
consultation with the Secretary of State for War upon your appointment as the 
of His Majesty's Ministers accredited to the Syrian and Lebanese Republics 
instructions are for your guidance, not only as His Majesty's Minister, 
but also as head of the Mission to the Free French in the territories under the 
‘Supervision of the Minister of State. 
(24085) p4 
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2, I should like, however, to take this occasion to make two comments upon 
these instructions. It is understood, with reference to paragraph 2 of the enclosed 
Instructions, that in your absence the senior diplomatic member of your staff will 
act as chargé d'affaires and as head of the civif branch in Syria and the Lebaron 
of the Mission to the Free French, that is to say, the economic and financial 
sections, On the other hand, the military section of the mission will be under 
the direction of the deputy head of the missiou, who will at the same time he 
military attaché to the legations 

3. In the last paragraph reference is made to the agreements between the 
Ministor of State and General de Gaulle of the 25th July, 1941. It may happen 
that the British military authorities may have to make wide demands upon the 
Free French as regards control in Syria and the Lebanon.. It is suggested that, 
48 a. matter of tactics, it is preferable to hase these demands, when inade, 1 
an interpretation favourable to our wishes of the agreements of the 25th July 
(and therefore as being within the scope of what General de Gaulle bas already 
accepted) rather than to make them as demands going outside these agreements 
and even conflicting with them, a course which would seem to requree thet Ganscal 
Catroux should obtain authorisation from General de Gaulle. 

Tam, &c. 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


Enclosure in No. 9. 


SINCE the recognition of the Syrian and Lebanese Republics, His Majesty's 
Government have let it be known privately that it is their intention to establish 
legations at Damascus and Beirut, Conditions 


inuation of Free ibility bh ad 
Seaton cee zy ih pr 
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which British forces may be called upon to operate agains 
Fecoghised that experience ny requtee the traltheats 
hat, as conditions change, alterations will become necessary 
2 Major-General Sir EL. Spears will combine the posts of (a) His 
Lebanese Republics, ‘nd 0) head of the 
the teeters under the supervision of the Minister 
i posts in Syria of Aleppo and Damasens, and in # 
Lebanon of Beirut, will be under the superintendence of Hie Majesty's Minister, 
3. In his capacity of Majesty's Minister, Major-General Sir E. 1. 
Spears will report direct to. the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and will 
structions from him. Repetitions of all telagrams and copies of all 
Correspondence will be sent to the Minister of State, so that he is kept fully 
informed. rs 
4. In his capacity as head of the Mission to the Free French, 
Sir E. L. Spears will continue to advise the British military authority 
and Lebanon on day-to-day administrative questions and on all pol 
affecting Syria and Lebanon, as well as on questions submitted to 
British military authorities; and to bring to the notice of the British 
It matters which may. divectly or indirectly have 
; does not, of course, exclude direct consultation between the 
British General Officer Commanding and General Catroux on purely mi 
matters, but Major-General Sir E. 1.. Spears should be kept informed on iy 
Sceasion upon which he is not present. On all matters in which questions of 
Brinciple or policy are involved, Major-General Sir E. L. Spears will communicate 
rect with the Minister of State if they relate solely or predominantly t the 
problems with which Captain O. Lyttelton is empowered by fe terms of reference 
{o deal. These are for the territories under the supervision ‘of the Minister of 
te >— 
(Q) Relations with the Free French, 
“@) Propaganda and subversive warfare. 
(5) Finda oa economic warfare.” 
At the same time, in order to minimise delays in Communication, Major-General 
Sir E. L. Spears will repeat direct to the Secretary of State for Foresgn Aflaice 
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all important telegrams addressed to the Minister of State. Similarly, telegrams 
f importance on these subjects addressed by the Secretary af State to the Minister 
of State will be repeated to General Spears. In particular, it should be borne in 
mind that, while General Catroux has full authority to negotiate and settle all 
Garrat questions affecting Syria and the Lebanon, matters of major policy, such 
4s the conclusion of treaties and questions affecting. the whole Free French 
movement, must necessarily be referred to London, foF consideration by General 
de Gaulle himself. : 

5. In his capacity of His Majesty's Minister to the Lebanese and Syrian 
Republics, Major-General Sir E. L. Spears will recall that, with the approval of 
His Majesty's Government, General Catroux announced cn the 8th June, 1941, 
that he was going into Syria to pot an end to the mandatory s¥gime. In 
accordance with this undertaking, General Catroux declared the independence of 
the Syrian and Lebanese Republics ou the 27th September and the 26th November, 
1941, and His Majesty's Government recognised the independence of these 
republics on the 28th October and the 27th December respectively as defined im 
those proclamations. The original intention of the Free Fresch, as of His 
Majesty's Government, was that treaties should be negotiated to secure the full 
independence of these countries and the termination of the mandate. After 1 
‘Sccupation, it became apparent, however, that the local population did not desire 
that this step should be taken at the present moment, Consequently, the present 

ition in the two countries is that the mandate remaina in force except in 60 

far as it has been modified by the declarations of independence made by General 
Catroux. In short, the position is analogous to that in Iraq between the signature 
$f the Anglo-ragi Treaty of 1923 and the entry of Traq into the League of, 

in. 1082. ‘The policy of Hlis Majesty's Government, however, is ta being about the 
final termination of the mandate and the full independence of Syria and the 
Lebanon at the earliest possible mouient, the measures which have been taken 80 
far being stepa in this direction, “Moreover, although the legal psition is as 
described above, i is in accordance with the policy of His Majesty « Government 
that as little public mention as possible should he made of the mandate 

6, Although present circumstances make it impossible to take any further 
steps for the time being, His Majesty's Government have made their point of 
View plain in the statement made by the Prime Minister in the House of Commons 
‘on the 9th September, in which he made the following three points :— 

*"(1) We are only in Syria in order to win the war. 

© (2) We do not propose that this: process of creating an independent. Syrian 
Government or Governments—because it may be that they will not be 
‘one Government—shall wait until the end of the war, We contemplate 
constantly increasing the Syrian share in the administration, 

* (8) There is no question of France maintaining the same position which she 
‘occupied in Syria before the war, but which the French Government 
had realised must come to an end. On the other hand, we recognine 
that, in #0 far as any European cotintries have influence in Syria, that 
of France will be pre-eminent,” 


7. This remains the settled policy of His Majesty's Government, 
aseutning the post ofthe frst of His Majesty Ministers accredited to tho 
and Lebanese Governments, it will be Major-General Sir E. 1.. Spears's dui 
tec the policy implemented. To take the points in turn. ‘fhe overt 
consideration for the period of the war must be the necessities of the war effort, 
It is due mainly to British arms that the Free French have entered Syrin and 
that Syrian and Lebanese independence has been achieved. Tt will be snainly 
by their efforts that the position of the Syrian, Lebanese and Free French 
Authorities will be maintained. His Majesty's Government will therefore expect 
that no measure be held up which is considered essential by the Commander-in 
Chief, Middle East, and which has the approval of the Minister of State 
Moreover, where speed is of paramount importance in dealing with such matters, 
Major-General Sit E. L. Spears stiould conform to their wishes in auiy urgent 
matter vitally affecting our military position which the Minister of State has not 
himself thought fit to refer to His Majesty's Government for decision 

& This principle has already been recognised by General de Ganlle in 
article 1 of the Supplementary Agreement concerning the Collaboration between 
British and Free French authorities in the Middle East signed on the 25th Ju 
1941, This article reads as follows :— 

“General de Gaulle ise that the British High Command in the 
Levant is empowered to take all measures of defence which it judges necessary 
to take against the common enemy 
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Tf it should ‘happen that any Of these medsures’should appear to be 
ry to the interests of France in the Levant, the question would be 
suburitted to the British Government and to General de Gaulle.” 


It should be clearly understood that His Majesty's Government do not consider 
the reservation in the second half of this article as in any way circumscribing the 
discretion of the British High Command to take essential action in an emergency. 
‘The reservation does, however, enable the Free French authorities, if they think 
fit, to submit any particalar decision or action for review in London. 

9. Within the framework of our essential military requirements, it should 
bo possible for a large share of the administration of the newly created States of 

and the Lebanon to be handed over to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments, 
and’ the latter abould be encouraged, in so far as this can be done without 
impairing efficiency, to employ native administrators. or such foreigners as they 
themselves may appoint. As a case in point, it is understood that some thousand 
French officials have remained in these two countries since the Syrian armistice, 
despite the fact that they have not rallied to the Free French cause. Both for 
reasons of military secitity-and political policy, Hit Majesty's Government 
Consider that this anomaly should be brought to an end as rapidly as possible and 
that our aim should be the elimination of French officials who have not both made 
‘a declaration of loyalty to the Free French movement aud who are not sincerely 
carrying out such 9 declaration, 

10, ‘The needs of the military situation must remain the dominant responsi 
bility of the British authorities. Nevertheless, Major-General Sir KE, 1. Spears 
will bear in tind that the Free French authorities ‘hould be encouraged to grant 
tho tepnblics un ever-increasing responsibility for their own administration, 
Bofore the war, the French—and since the war, both Vichy and later the Free 
French—have amerted and reasserted thig principle. ‘The Free French eaanot 
therofore claim to exercise the same functions as they did before the republics 
wero declared to be independent. It should, however, riot be lost sight of that the 
policy of His Majesty's Government remaine that, in so far as any European 
Country has fnftnence in Syrin, the snftuence of ‘France, as represented by the 
Free French movement, will be pre-eminent, and no legitimate pretext should be 
xivon (o critica either in France, within the Axis or to ill-dispaed Arabs, to 
contend that the United Kingdom hax the least intention of substituting British 
authority for that of France in Syria and the Lebanon, ‘The agreements of th 
2th July, 1941, betweon the Minister of Stato and Genornl de Gaulle had th 
object in mind, and the success of any operations in this area might well depend 
upon tho scrupulous observance, in the spirit ax well ax in the letter, of thes 
agreements both by onrvelves and by the Free Bronch authorities 


(BE 904/207/80) No. 10. 
General Spears ta Minister of State (Cairo)—(Received in Foreign Ofer, 
February 9.) 
(No. 640, Saving) 4 
(Tolegraphic.) Reirut, February 5, 1942. 


Weekly Political Summary. 


‘THE absenco of any new development during the week gives the impression 
‘of a lull in the political scene. There have been the usual comings and goings, 
but Nationalist, politicians in Syria are waiting on events before committing 
themselves. This auxiety to.see which way the eat will jurap probably accounts 
in the main for their slowness to organise an eflective opposition to the existing 
Syrian, Government. “te 

‘Jamil Mardam, however, has been displaying great political activity in 


Damascus since bis return from fing out that be has British 
backing, a claim which has pleased the Nationalist elements and worried the 
supporters of the present régime. He appears to te forming a group of former 

co-holders with the abject of opposing the Cabinet, One of the first results 
has been greater nity among the present Government 


Popular interest continues to be centred on economic matters, principally the 
price of wheat and other food-stuffs, the commodity markets in. geveral an 
increase in rents. Bad weather and paucity of transport, have added to supply 
difficulties, 0 that im some centres the" ravitaillement” problem has, become 
acre 

As explained in last week's summary, it was found necessary to suspend, 
temporarily, sales of British wheat and envisage an urgent modification of the 
Wheat Plan.. ‘This has now been introduced. In effect it provides for controlled 
sales of flour at all the more important centres: in Syria, and the Lebanon... The 
‘qumuitities involved. whieh have still to be finally: determined, will be on a scale 
ulficient. to n the poorer class of the population. . Distribution and sales 
will be u introl of U,K.C.C. personnel, assisted by the econamic officer 
‘aud wherever possible in close liaison with the mui ty or ** ravitaille 
ollicials of the district... Every endeavour is being made to yet the revined scbeme 
working as soon as possible, 

Wheat unfortunately. is, by no meana the only commodity. in. which. the 
speculative flair of, the population. is finding scope, Speculation in all kinds of 

rehandise still goes on apace: much of it sx done on credit, goods being sold 

against short-term bills of exchange which are-immediately «discounted. at the 

nd the motey 40 obtained. in sraightway aed. to. Buy up. thore. woods 

{his practice: the Banque de Syrie at da Latan ban stopped discoting 

bills, even. from first-cinas customers, unless they are sure that they cover gennine, 
not apeculative, buninons 


2 Syria; Damascus, 
On 20th January the Minister for Foreign Affairs gave an intorviow to a 
rnalist in order to get publicity for his plans for Syrian representation abroad 

The Minister stated that war-time difficulties made it dificult to mend repre 

ventatives to far distant countries such as America and Groat Britain, Tt wan 

therefore proposed at the moment to send Ministers to Egypt and Saudi Arabin 
ly and a conaul-general to Jerusalem, 

On 28th January the Central Committeo of the Service de Ravitaillement 
met under the presideney of M. Boncennes (nowly arrived from London to take 
chargo of economic matters in the Levant for the Free French) and decided on 
certain ntopa to meet the situation, notably to order three meatless days wok 
nd to enforce price control. Simultaneously, a regulation has appeared 
empowering gendarmerie tribunals to handle casos of price apeoulation, 
hoarding, &e., instead of the military tribunals 

A sirike among the tramway employees for higher wages to moot the 

wed! cost of living has been followed by the closing of tho bazaara anda 
strike of university students as a protest: against the price of bread and the 
uncertainty of future supplies. Although no disordors are yet reported, agitators 
will certainly: seize the opportunity to arouse political passions. Urgent. nteps 
are being taken by ourelves, in’ conjunction with the Ereneh and Syrian 
authorities, to see that the necessary supplies of flour at reasonable prices are 

‘ensured for the poorer sections of the population. 

he best rumour of the week in Damascts was tothe effect that the British 
will pay each Syrian civil servant the sum of £8yr, 8 a month cost-of-living bonus 
with effect from the time of our arrival 


2 Aleppo. 

It is reported that the more moderate Nationalists have come to the concli 
sion that they would be ready to work with the British, who could control prices 
and keep the country supplied with essential commodities, but not with the 
French, who are characterised as incapable and untrustworthy, ‘The more 
extreme Nationalists, however, are not prepared to collaborate even with the 
British, much less with the French. On this isse there has been a split and the 
‘two factions no longer micet 

Sheikh ‘Taj-ed-Din has been sounding bis friends’ in Aleppo ws to the 

ability of his making a tour of the north. Mast of the replies it seems, 
were emphatic on the unwisdom of this course—the implication. being that he 
would be likely to receive a had reception. He is further reported to be trying 
to organise a party in the north favourabie to himself and his Government and 
‘opposed to the Jocal Nationalists. 

Cold weather, snow and heavy rain have again been the rule in Aleppo 
district. This should be’ good for crops later on, bnt-in the meantinie there is 
much distress among the poorer classes af the popalation 
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4, Jezireh, 
Unconfirmed reports have been received of subversive movements in the 
Northern Jezireh amongst the Kurds. These are being investigated, but it does 
not appear that there is any collaboration with the Kurds of Iraq, where the 
tribes are quiet 
Enquiries are still px 
Goverument to the British 


British and officials on the other side, whether Turkish or Iraqi 
Shammar and Agaidat tribal disputes were settled at the conference held 
in Mosul (10th-19th January) between the French Délégué-Adjoint of Euphrates 
and Jezireh Provinces and the Mutessarif of Mosul.” Judgment was given in 
accordance with tribal enstom by arbiters and the result was a decision that both 
sides should **dig and bury” all claims for lives and loot. This dec 
the line of least resistance rather than the dictates of equity, but all p 
appeared satisfied. For the moment, has been established and accepted by 
the tribal leaders, but portions of the Agaidat attempted to wreck a settlement by 
raiding during the conference. However, they incurred some casualties and, 0 
their return, were caught and relieved of their arms and loot by French patrols, 
By the rules of the game, Government intervention against the raiders. prevents 
the Shammar from taking reprisals, and it is hoped that the settlement arranged 
‘at Mosul will endure, 

At Mosul cordial relations wore established between French and Traqi 
frontier authorities and arrangements were made for co-ordinated operations 
against locusts in the spring. The mutessarif is to return the délégué’s visit 
in due course. 

Another frontier conference to settle the dispute between the Jubur and 
Shammar of Zor has been postponed until 15th March at Deir-ez-Zor. 

‘Very unusual weather has recently been experienced, the whole country al 
the northern frontier being covered in snow, which has since turned into mud. 
rendering motor transport imponsible. It i no unusual thing, however. for roads 
in the Jeziteh to be impassable during January and February, except for a fow 
dry interval 

An w result of news of the suspension of sales of British wheat on the coast, 
prices have risen to £Syr. 250 and even €Syr. 900 a ton, as against £Syr, 100 to 
yr. 150 six months ago. This is not in itself a bad thing for the area, as the 

pulation is largely agricultural and has made provision for its own 

‘urther, with wheat at this price, there can be no inducement to smuggle it into 
Iraq or Turkey. The official price of wheat in Turkey is reported to be €Syr. 143 
per ton and in the black market £8yr. 220, 


5. Jebel Druze. 


taken place doring the week, bat its noticable tha f 
following are becoming more vocal. Ou of these, 


Druze, has made a round of visits in luring which he lost no cccasion 

of attacking the Atrashes, denying their right to speak for the whole of the 

Druze and their sincerity in accepting the “ union "of the Jebel with the Syrian 
public, 

P'The budget of the Mobafasat does not permit of a salary increase to 
Government employees to meet the higher cost of living. “As this increase has 
been given to employces in other districts, there is discontent in the Serail and 
among civil servants in the villages. The Mohafez is taking the matter up with 
Damascus. 


6. Lebanon: Beirut, 

Rumours have been circulating of a projected change in the form of the 
Lebanese Governmient, the existing Ministry of ten persons being replaced by. « 
Ministry of five persons and a consultative Chamber of twenty-five. It seems 
probable that the idea was pat out by the friends of M, Naccache as a possible 
means of placating the Maronite Patriarch, The latter, when sounded, is stated 
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to have agreed only on condition that he was allowed to have a preponderant voice 
in the choice of both the new Ministry and Chamber, and the project therefore 
seems to have heen shelved. Apart from those who might have found places in 
the new Ministry or the Chamber, the public showed no enthusiasm for a project 
which would merely have increased the number of ineffective officials, 

‘The Free French authorities have continued their arms-collecting: activities 
in North Lebanon and have collected a fair number of arms, most of them of an 
obsolete and unserviceable type. ‘They propose to start operations in Sidon, 
employing their usual tactics of billeting troops in private houses until the 

uisite bumber of arms is produced, a system which is always anpopular and 
Unfair, though possibly as effective as aiy. 

The trial of some forty merchants accused of having formed an illicit 
‘association for the import of rice commences in Beirut on ard February and 
some apprehension has already been expressed lest the military court shall show 
itself as intransigent as in past profiteering eases. There is, however, little doubt. 
that some at least of the accusations are true, 


7. Press and Propaganda, 

Mr. Churchill's historic speech has been treated by both French and Arabic 
Press in a most satisfactory manner. The discourse, showing a fearless and 
teoolute statesinan giving a clear and unbiased description of the war siltation, 
‘cue af an opportune moment, as it was successfully compared with, the lengthy 
and practically pointless Hitlerian harangue later in the week, 

‘hough the press scem to have been slightly nonplussed by our withdrawal 
in Libya, the Russian successes have in great measure made up the balance, The 
resistance of Malta has received high praise. 

Noticeable among local affairs have been the frequent appeals of the Syrian 
Dress for the Rents Law to be finally settled. 

Enemy broadcasts have again dealt mainly with "the hellish and diabolical 
gehemes of the Jews” in all “Arab countries, aided and abetted, of course, by 
“their friends the English.” Rommel's success has bean greoted by. an outhurit 
of praise, almost hysterical on the part of the Italians. Lavish promises continue 
aa made regarding the liberation of Arab countries when the Axis has won 
the war. 


a tlle 
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Office of the Minister of State to the Foreign Office —(Received February 28.) 


Sir, Cairo, February 3, 1942. 
TAM directed by the Minister of Stato to transmit to you, for the information 
‘of Mr. Secretary Eden, copies of the following documenta — 


(a) Two arrétés signed by General Catroux on the 12th January revising the 
statutes for the Jebel Druze and Alaouite Territory. 

{b) Two letters addressed to General Catroux by the President of the Syrian 
Republic on the same date, The texts of these two letters wore agreed 
in prior consultation between the two parties, and their object 18 to 
place on record certain assurances regarding’ the administration of 
the Jebel Druze and Alaonite Territory under the new régime, It is 
understood that there is no intention of publishing these letters, 

(© A memorandum by the Spears Mission, Beirut, covermg the above 
documents (’) 

(@) A translation of a speech made by the Syrian President at Damascus on 
the 20th Jannary on the occasion of the publication of the two 
arrétés.(") 

2. The revision of the statutes was announced on the 20th January an 
the Syrian Government organised a ceremony at the Serail in Damascus. to 
celebrate the so-called "* reunion” of the Jebel Druze and Alaouite Territory with 
Syria. The Délégué, General Collet, and his staff, and the British Political Officer, 

lonel Gardener, were present at the ceremony, as were the Consular Corps, and 
representatives of the Moslem and Christian religious authorities, 

3. The ings took the form of four speeches, the gist of which was to 
express the pleasure of all Syrians to see the two territories reunited with Syria: 


(1) Not printed. 
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two of the speakers praised the wisdom of the Allies in: permitting this reunion. 
‘The President himself, as will be ‘seen from the text of his speech, regarded th 
occasion as an augury of a larger Arab. Federation, 

4. Celebrations were also held iu the two territories affected, but as reparted 
in Beirut telegratn No. Spears 624 of the 25th January. no great public enthusiast 
was aroused 

Tam, &e, 
HL. dA. HOPKINSON, 


Enelosure tin No, 11 


Areités rigned by General Catrowx on January 12, 1942, cevising the Statutes 
Jor the Jebel Druze and Aliouite Territory. 


a) 
Le Mohafazut du Djebel Druze 


Article 1%. Lit’ ‘cireonsoription administrative actuellement dénomnrice 
“Territoire autonome da Djebel Druze” fait partie intégrante de Etat de 
{yrio; alle recoit In désignation officielle dé Mohafazat da Dyebel Druze 

Art 2 Le Mohafazat du Djebel Druze bénéficie, at sein de In Ripublique 

a gine «point administratif et financier dont lex modalluée wont 

ew dana lo reglement cl-annexé 

Art. 3. Soux la résorve dex dispositions ole Ge Rglement, te Mobafweat 
Djebol Druze oat régi par la constitution, los lois et reglements d'adininisteation 
publique. de In République xyriensy 

Art 4. Le prigent nerits ot lo Wigleniont ¥ annexé entreront en vigieur en 
Tiew ot place dos textos répisannt antériourement cos matidres, notamment Sarrété 
139/LR da 1” juillet 1999 et von annexe, ainsi que les textes d’application 

Les dispositions dit privent arrété et du reglement serunt reprises et aries 


du traité & intorvonir entre la France ot la Syrie. ainsi quil a déjh été fait en 


Riglement organique du Mohafaxat du Djebel Druze. 


Article 1". Le rigine special dont ext doué, dans la République: ayelennie 
le Mohafazat du Djehel Druze, en matidve administrative et financitre, ext nglé 
ar les articlor auivants 

Pour assurer 'application de ce régime. le Mohafer, nommé par lo Président 
de ta République, ot le Conseil administeatif du, Mohafaxat sont inyestis dex 
ponvoire spéclans chaprée définis, 

Art, 2. Le Président de la République nomine les magistrnt® TT nomme 
aur la présentation da Mobafer, les catmakame et lex chefs des services centraus 
du Mohafazat 

Le Mohafer, en vortn de la déligation permanente du Président ie la 
République ryrienne, nomme lex antren fonctionnnires. 11 nomme également Yes 
mudi 

Le Mohafez exerce le pouyair réglementaire pour lex matidres qui sont de 
‘sa compitence en vertu du présen’ roglement. 

Art. 3, Le Conweil admimistratif est composé de neuf membros és st 
Je mode de scentin en vigueur dans I'Etat. et de trois tiembres nonmée 
deriers sont choisis par le Prisident de ta République sur une liste de 
propositions ‘tablie par Te Mohafez, sar laquelle sont portés les présidents dex 
chambres de commerce et Pagriculture et d'tutres notables 

Les membres du conseil sont élus ou nommés pour 4 ang Le conseil est 
renouvelable, par moitié, 

Atl 4, Le budget iu Mobafazat comprend en recettes 


(1) Lo produit-de tous impits "Etat, taxes et revenas de toute nature peryus 
‘sur le torritoire du Mobafazat et dont In perception est réguliérvinent autoriste 

(2) Los sommes attribnées i titre de répartition de surplus de recettes figarant 
actuellement a compte de gestion, aprés défalcation des dépenses générales 
intéressant l'ensemble de I'Rtat de Syrie et prises en eharge par le budget général 
de la République syrienne; 

(8) Des fonds de concours on des contributions qui lui sont versées, soit par 
dos Etats ou collectivités pnbliques, soit par des particuliers 


u 


Le budget du Mohafazat comprend en dépenses 


(1) Tontes les dépenses des services publics sur son territoire 

(2) Une contribution aux dépenses dadministration générale de Etat égale 
45 pour cent du total des recettes ordinaires dn Mohafazat; 

(8) Le service des emprunts contractés par le Mohafazat ow & son bénétice 

(8) Le service des pensions. 


Art. 5. Le projet de budget est pripar’ par le Mohafez, assi 
dh Service, et sounis avant Ie 1" octobre a Vexamen du Ministre des 
Dans le délai d'un mois, celui-ci fait connaitre ses observations sur 
Vapplication des lois et raglements généraux de I'Etat et leur répercussion sur 
les recettes et les dépenses, ainsi que sur toutes mesures propres A nssuirer 
Véquilibre des finances du Mohafazat. 

Art, 6. Le Mohafez convoque le Conseil administratif au plus tard’ le 
15 hovembre, pour examen du projet de budget, La darée de cette session ne 

pas quinze jours 

Le budget voté par le Conseil administeatif est promulgué par te Président de 

ipablique avant ouverture de. l'exercice. 

Art..7. Les projets d'emprunts et de concessions intéressant le Mohafazat 
Shsneageant set Gnances sont priparda, prientia, libérés, conchis et accordén 
dang les mémes conditions quote budget 


® 
De Mohafusat du Djebet Auouite. 


Article 1" La ctroonseription adm ‘trative actueliement dénommée 

Territoire antonome alaouite” fait partic intégeante de I'Btat de Syrie; elle 
Foqoit la designation officielle de Motafazat da Djebel Alnouite 

Art. 2 Le Mohafazat du Djebel Alaouite bénéficie, au sein de la 
Répablique ayrienne, d'un régime spéoial administratif et financier dont tox 
Modalités vont définies dans le roglement ci-aunexé, 

_ Art. 3. Sous la réserve des dispositions de ce rglement, le Mohafazat du 
Djebel Alaonite est régi par la constitution, les lois et reglements d'administration 
Publique de In République syrienne 

Art 4, Le prisent arrété ot le riglement y annexé entreront on vigneur en 
Niew ot place dex textes rigixsant antérieurement cos matidves, notamment l'arrité 
132/ER du 1* juillet 1939 et son annexe, V'arrété 1394/LR du 1" juillet 1939, 
sini que les textes d’application. 

Las dispositions du prrésent arrdté ot du réglement seront reprises en nnnexe 
du traité & intervenir entre la France et la Syrie, ainsi quil a déjh été faiton 1936 


Riglement organique du Mohafazat du Diebel. Aluouite 


Article In. Le nigime spéciat dont est doté, dans ta République ayrienne, 

Mobafazat du Djebel Alaouite dans ses limites actuelles, en maticre 
Adminixtrative et financire, est réglé par les articles suivants. 

Pour assurer Vapplication de ce regime, le Mohafer, tiommé par le Président 
46 ta République, et le Conseil administratif dn Mohafazat sont investis des 
Pouvoles spécianx’ch-aprds définis = 


Art. 2. Le Président de la République nomme les magistrats, 11 nomnie, 
sur la présentation du Mohafe: caimakams et les chefs des services centraux 
du Mohafazat, 

Le Mobafer, en vertu de Ia délégation permanente du Président de ta 
= publique syrienne, nomme Jes autres fonctionnaires. Tl nomme également les 

indir 

Le Mobafer exerve le pouvoir réglementaire pour les matibres qui sont de 
S compétence en vertu du présent riglement. 

Art. 8. Le Conseil administratif est composé d'nn-moins treize membres 
4lus suivant le mode de scrutin en vigueur dans I'Btat, et de geass membres 
Rommés. Ces derniers sont choisis par le Président de In République sur une 
liste de propositions établie par le Mobafez, sur laquelle sont portés les présidents 
des chambres de commerce et d’agriculture et d'autres notables du Mobafazat 

Les membres du conseil sont Glas. ou nommés, pour quatre ans. Le conseil 
‘St renouvelable par moitié. 
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Art, 4. Le budget dv Mohafazat:comprend em revettes 

(1) Le produit de tous impéts d’Btat, taxes et revenus de toute nature pergus 
sur le territoire et dont ta perception est réguligrement, autorisée: 

(2) Les sommes attribuées © titre de répartition de surplus de recettes 
figurant actuellement au compte de gestion, apres défalcation des dépenses 
générales intéressant l'ensemble de l'Ptat de Syrie et prises en, charge par le 
Budget général de la Répablique syrienne; 

(8) Des fonds de concours oa des contributions qui Ini sont versés, soit par 
des Btats ou collectivités pmbliques, soit par des particuliers 

Le budget du Mohafazat comprend en dépenses 

(1) Toutes lea dépenses des services publics sur son territoire: 

(2) Une contribution aux dépenses d'ndministeation générale de 1'Etat égale 
45 pour cent du total des recettes ordinaires du. territoire; 

(3) Le servis des emprants eontractés par le Mohafazat ou. son bénétice; 

() Le service des pensions 

Art 5. Le projet du budget eat préparé par le Mahar, ait des chefs 
de service, et soumis ayant Je 1° octobre A examen du Ministre des Finances 

Dans’ lo délai d'un mois, celui-ci fait counaitre ses observations sur 
Yapplication des lois et reglements généraux de I'Rtat et leur répercussion sur 
low recottes et dépenses, ainsi que sar tontes mesures propres A assurer I'équilibre 
des finances du Mohafazat, 

Art. 6. La Mobafez convoque le Conseil administratif au plus tard le 
15 novembre, pour examen du projet de budget, La durve de cette session ne 
dépame pas quinze jours. : 

Le budget voté par le Conseil administratif est promulgué par le Président 
de la République avant Vouvorture de lexercice. 

‘Art 7. Les projets d'empeants et de concessions intéressant le Mobafazat 
et engageant sm finances sont prépants, priventis, délibérés, conclus et accordés 
dans los mémex conditions que le budget 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1 
Letters addressed to Generat Catrour by the President of the Syrian Republic, 


1 
Mon cher Général, 2 Damas, le V2 janvier 1942. 

RECONNAISSANT la néceasité de teniv compte des contingences locales 
dans le Mohafazat du Djebel Alaouite, et me référant & votre arrété No. 23 PL 
du 12 janvier 1042, je yous donne lassurance de ne procéder quien accord avec 
votre Excellence au’ choix du Mohafer chargé par le Gouvernement: ayrien 
d'adiministeer ce Mobafazat, 

En ce qui concerne le choix des fonctionnaires administratifs de cette circon- 
scription, Je reorutement en sera assuré parmi les ressortissants du Mohafazat 
sant loraque lo défaut recon de tcl professionnellement apte empéchera, 
dane Vintérét ic, d'appliquer cette le. 

ii tenses patentee que le Conseil administratif da Mohatazat 
fonctionnern salon les modalité, mises en vigueur sos le. igine de Varréts 
No. 274/L.R, du 6 décembre 1 

“Fe vous confirma dautre part, en me référant'A voire arrété No, 92 F.L. du 
12 janvier 1942 relatif an Djebel Druze, qve le principe de Vnnité de législation 
et de juridiction appliqué au Djebel’ Druze n’interrompra pas la pratique 
Junqu’tei suivie par Jes tribunanx de ce terrttoire de tenir compte, dans une large 
Ihestire cles coutummes et des usages Iocan, “ 

Veuillez agréer, de. 


(2) 

fon cher Ginéral, Damar, le 12 janvier 1942. 
Mon ye our confirme volontiers qu'en plein. accord avec tes termes de. votre 

rocjamation dui 27 septembre 1941 au peuple syrien, je veillerai, en ma qualité 
te Président de In uublique syrienne, 4 maintenir en faveur des minorités 
SGmpretes ou difiuses de Syrie le régime le plus libéral compatible avec 'unité 
de Teta de etre: se-trouvent dilleurs insrits'dans la. Constitution ayrienne 

vent da ie 
Picea enna ‘Veuillez agréer, &. 
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General Spears to Ministor of State (Cairo)—(Received in Foreign Office, 
February 5) 


Beirut, January 2, 1982 


Weekly Political Summary. 


THE main political event of the week was the promulgation, long delayed. 
Of the Jebel Draze and Alouite statutes at Soueida and Latakia. » This event 
Was marked by official janketings and by popular apathy. ‘The two. onactmonts 
involve, in the main, a retten to the unworkable statutes of 1936, which provide 
for the formal readmission of the two Mohafazats into the Syrian fold—a step 
Welcomed by Nationalists, and at present agreed to, or at Teast acquiesced. In, by 

I sentiment; the subject of enthusiasm by nobody except the supporters of 
the President, for whom the change represents a minor political triumph, 

vis, however, shrewdly surmised by the populace that, no matter what. may 
fe te political events here during the war, the future status of the countey will 
be finally determined by the outcome of the hostilities at present in progres and 
by the international situation which follows their suspension, VPopula nian 

Uherefore that whatever happens now can be regarded as no more than 
Provisional in its nature. 

It follows that the main interest of the week hits been concerned rather with 
sconomies than with politics, with wheat more than with constitutional reform. 
Tho evolution of the wheat plan has been passing through a eritical phase 

Tt had originally been supposed that the importation and fre sale of 
substantial quantities of wheat in the country, coupled with a removal af the 
Tentrictions upon the transport and sale of native whent, together with a suitable 
Manipulation of market prices, would suffice to unlock hoarders’ stores. and alike 
increase the supply and reduce the market price of the wheat available to the 
Public. ‘This ealeulation proved minleading, despite salon on a larger. scale than 
originally intended. 

_ By a fortnight ago it was apparent that, if the plan were going to shoceed, 
it would he necessary either to unport largely inoreased supplies oF to restrict 
in ruch a manner ax to hindor xpeculation on the present scale. The native 
Wheat bad not been extracted from the hoarders, and was pot expected prior to 
the month of April.. Largely increased imported supplies were, not in sight and, 
8.0 consequence, a temporary restriction on tales pending a visit of Mr, Minotto 
to Cairo war held imperative, The effect of this restriction coincided with a 
leas rumour that British subjects were being ordered to leave Turkey, and 
the two events provided a cause for considerable. anxiety both in Aleppo, 
mascus and clavmbere. Happily no actual shortage of bread followed (another 
indication of the largely speculative significance of the market in this commodity) 
nd at present a temporary plan.i« in operation which it is hoped will serve th 
immediate purpose. 

‘The essence of this plan is to sell in future vot wheat but flour, in quantities 
allocated beforehand to each of the consuming districts and not, promiscuously 
Dut only to licensed millers pledged to co-operate with the scheme. and. warned 
that their failure to do so will most certainly lead to the forfeiture of their right 
40 participate in its benefits. 

There is, under this scheme, no interference with a free wheat market, but 

is a commercial control by the importers of imported wheat. 

It is notable that, although the Ravitaillement Services are excluded, from 
control, they nevertheless accept and approve the general idea. 


2 Syria: Damascus. 
sep tte, diferent sources haye reported thatthe apparently interminable 
ispate between the President, Taj-ed-Din, and the Prime Minister has at last 
drawn towards its close. The Prime Minister has, it would seem, failed in his 
endeavour to get the other members of the Government to resign with him and, 
pee unwilling to resign alone, has given way with a good grace on most of 
jiections. 


ian Government is about to start negotiations for Syrian diplomatic 


ges at Cairo and Jedda and a consular representative at Jerusalem, 
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The promulgation of the new Alaouite and Druze statutes formed the 
‘occasion of a ceremony at the Serail to celebrate the so-called "* union.” of these 
territories and Syria, at which Syrian, French and British authorities and 
notables were invited to assist. ‘The ceremony was staged by the Government, 
whose view is that the grant of the new statutes forms a real concession by the 
Freuch in the direction of Syrian independence and will reinforce the Ministry's 
position in the country. 

‘The week has provided an unusual quantity of demonstrations. These were, 
however, more concerned with domestic grievances than with any which directly 
coucerned ourselves. The students at the university considered that a strike was 
the appropriate method of showing their support for one rather than for another 
tarhend of the university. “Another and inore justifiable cause for demonstration 
was the recent Government concession to landlords allowing an increase in rents, 
‘This strike was successful in obtaining a promise from the Government to 
re-examine the regulations concerned and to offer an increase in the rates of pay 
for lower-grade civil servants. The Communists were alleged to have been 
concerned in the second demonstration, 

Rumours stating that British subjects bad been asked to leave Turkey bad 
fun unexpected result upon prices, merchants being afraid of a German attack 
anid fearing the possibilities of confiscation, were eager to sell and an abrupt fall, 
instead of the expected rise, in the prices was the result of the ramour. This 
may perhaps be regarded as that the Damascus merchants, for all the 
Axis propaganda, are not wholly ignorant of Axis methods of exploitation 

‘As hax been indicated elsewhere in this summary, the wheat situation gave 
tise to unsioty. Arrivals of wheat wore lex than the issne and the suspension 
Of salst 10" Dannacus ‘ayers, including’ the ‘miller ‘under. contract 0 the 
municipality, ereated an unfavourable impression and gave rise to rumours that 
Ue Spears Mission Id been purchasing wheat at enhanced prices in Damascus 
and the Jexireh. 


8. Aleppo. 

A eteroration in the general situation ie noticeable wuce lat, month, 
German set-backs in Russia have produced the feeling that Hitler will try to 
move in this direction in the spring. At the same time, it is reported that signs 
‘are not lacking of « decline in Turkish morale, not among civilians only, but in 
‘army circles, and these reports have had an immediate repercussion in Northern 
Syria in the form of rowing reetiveneas and’ lack of confidence. "Econosrc 
distress thas aggravated: the problem 

Politically, 110 progress has been made. Aleppo leaders continue to stand 
‘loot from the Government of Sheikh Tay and all its works ‘They are convinced 
Mont, owing to internal disensions and lack of popular support it ix bound to 
fall sconer or Inter— probably sooner rather than Iater—and that the Free French 
will then be obliged to turn to men more truly representative of the nation’s 
‘aspirations—men who will only accept office on the condition that they are given 
4 real share in the government of the country. 

Meanwhile, the more moderate Syrian Nationalists are quite openly sitti 
on the fence. Many of them would be willing to take part in a Government of 
the kind outlined above, but they prefer not to commit themselves until the future 
outlook is more certain, ‘Their feeling is that, so long as there is @ possibility 
that the Germans may one day come down “ough, Turkey into Syria, they do 
not want to tie themselves up with the Allies. If this is true of the moderates, 
it is far moto true of the extreme Nationalists, who, having nothing to hope from 
the Allies, still wish for an Axis victory. ‘These elements are, however, 
conspicuously prudent, Of open activity on their part there is none and their 
secret activities are difficult to discover. 

Efforts are being made to tighten ap control of the Turco-Syrian frontier. 
As a first step patrols by British and French military units, customs guards, 
Gardes mobiles and Syrian gendarmes, each hitherto entirely independent, are 
being co-ordinated so as in future to supplement each other. In addition, 
proposals are on foot for the operation of frontier control officers at various points 
and for the posting of additional F.S. personnel along the frontier. 

The enquiry into the death of Anwar Trabulsi, a teacher at the University 
of Damascus, who was shot in a doubtful hotel by a corporal of the Australian 
military police, is proceeding. The agitation aroused by this incident, which 
threatened at one time to take on political colour, has subsided. 

‘The wheat situation has deteriorated sharply. The cessation of sales. at 
Aleppo under the wheat plan has given ly the impression that the plan 


51 


Bas broken down nnd that the Syrian merchants and the monopolists have been 
too clever for us. There has been no actual shortage of bread, but the price of 
Wheat has risen to about £8.500 a ton. Roads in the Jezireh are impassable 
and at present only small movements of wheat are taking place in the immediate 
Veinity of Aleppo. But for the fact that the army of occupation has brought 
Tt Temunerative rates toa large number of people. there would be great 


4. Homs and Hama. 


‘The increase in propaganda favourable to the Axis, referred to in the previous 
Summary, together with the economic problems of the district, raised. several 
Protests, including one signed by 250 people against the increase of house rents 
and also the threat of closing the sovks in both Homs aud Hama’ ns a protest 
fesinst the present rise in prices. The difficulties of the wheat situation have 

accentuated by the severe losses of live-stock which have resulted from the 

Md weather, advantage of which was characteristically taken by the mukhtars 
‘of the villages, who cl the Bedouins enormous prices for the necessities 
Which they were compelled to purchase for their flocks and. themselves, ‘The 
pition of the mukhtars was the reason for a personal reprimand by the déligué, 
he difficulties attending the operation of the wheat plan referred to above in 
is summary. were noticeable in this area, too. 


8. Alaouite Territory, 
The promulgation of tho now statute was the subject of official rather than 
Pghular rejoicing. By the Sunni Moslems it is regarded with approval, by the 
Fistians with indifference, the Aluouites, who form the bulk of the population, 
re not pleased, but, it is thought, are likely to wait on events without further 


Protest, 

A committee has been formed to deal with claims against damage to, propert: 
by oop. It consists of the Unit Domspanestiona) Officer at Latakia,  pomines 
ef the Services spéciaux, a nominee of the Mobafaz)and tho Political Offer of 
Spears Mission. 

Two ships sank this week one, the steamship A mathus, of 600 tons, sank in 
the mouth of the harbour and has completely blocked it. ‘The other vessel, the 
jieamship Tigea (Palestinian), sank off Ras-cl-Bassit- Point with the low of five 
lives, Both vessels carried cargoes of chrome, which have been lost 


4. Jebel Druze. 


ia, the celebrations of the now statute were not enthusiastic, 
's support for the proceedings bad been obtained, the fe 
thout a hitch except for the absence of prot 
who boycotted them not as a protest against the statute, but agait 
siq.Bin Administration 
‘mir appears to bave made an inept speech at the luncheon and created 
‘ bad impression from the balcony by having the speech read." by a, man wich 
‘stronger voice.” The impression which ve was that he was going throngh 
the business with little enthusiasm, and. possibly: not enough grace, 
‘The Political Officer reports’ that. the cost ‘of {ood is calculated by. the 


Authorities to be Gute 50 per cent. higher than in Damascus, He attributes this 
ge 0 


{6 the transport PL. S.3 per kilogramme, to packing charges, middle- 
Men's profits and.also to the few pata tere ho sell at fixed prices 
agreement, There is too little trade for them to consider competition worth 


7. Lebanon: Beirut. 


Greeti following countries have so far ised Lebanese. independence : 
reat Britain, Belgium, Greece, Yugoslavia and Syria, The Egyptian Gavern- 
have not yet recognised the Lebanon, although their consul-general in Beirut 
rorgd that they will shortly do so, and the Lebanese Government are apprehensive 
 pan-Arabists favouring Syrian unity will induce the Egyptian and. Traqi 
ments not to recognise the Lebanon in its present form. The Syrialt 
Government's recognition caused =~ pleasure, as did a visit paid to Beirut by 
fe Syrian Minister for orsign Ai meas areangod with his Lebanese coll 
of a fortnightly exchange of visits, in Beirut and Damascus alternately, with a 
Miew to exchanging ideas and to maintaining a common front. 
‘The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affaire recently frankly. to 
General Catroux on the question of the transfer of powers from the French 
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Administration to the Lebanese Goternment consequent on the declaration of 
independence and seems satisfied with the undertaking he received in return 
that this matter would be speeded up. The Délégation générale, however, have 
not yet produced proposals on the subject. 

‘The Najjadé party are showing activity inthe Tripoli area, where they bave 
recently appointed a leader nnd dieplayed notices Calling on the populalfon to 
support them, ‘They intend also to extend their activities in the Bekaa, ‘So far 
they have not demonstrated nor roused much interest 

The Free French forces have begun combing the North Lebation for arms, but 
their operations have been hampered by the severe weather 

Inzedin Omari, the now chief of police, has now taken over his functions 
and is displaying much energy. His appointment scems to be generally welcomed, 
as he commands respect amongst both the police and the population, and it is 
hoped that the long-averdue clean-up of the police force will now be undertaken, 


8. Press and Propaganda 

No particular local mattors were chosen for special attention by the ‘press 
this weok. Comment on the new Syrian unity continues to be favourable, Allied 
military victories continue to have an excellent effect on the press, who jeer at 
the attempts of the Germans to explain away defeats in Russia.” An Aleppo 
paper published a useful article purporting to prove that Hitler is waging a war 
{othe death against Islam and Christianity 

The indiscriminate cutting-down of trees in the Lebanoti has taised a storm 
of pote in the Arabic pros, mainly directed agaist 

Berlin and Biri seem to be confining themselves increasingly to war news, 
while leaving Arabic affairs in the hands of the “ Free Arabs.” 
ations went to great length at the begining Of the week to expla aw 
situation in Libya, At the end of the week Hommel's counter-attack was given 
full prominence. 

ho reattachment of the Jebel Drivze and the Alaouites to Syria caused some 

caustic remarks from the "* Frew Arabs.” who deseribed the new Druze Deputies 
‘x a bunch of Anglophiles who intended to push British interests ia the Syrian 
Government. 





(E 904/207 /80) No, 13, 


Gemerak Speirs to Minister of Suite Calta)—(Utedwited. in Forcign Othe 
‘March 2) 


(No. 660. Saving.) 
(Tolegraphic) Beirut; February 2, 1942. 


Weekly Political Summar 

1. Generat. if s 
E are not lacking of a deterioration in the general situntion in Syria 
A restlessness is apparent among the populations of the larger towns. with a 
disposition to respond to the lead given by opponents of the existing régime 
Members of the Government ane uneasy about recent developments, especially the 
‘wheat istrikes,”” and are showing themselves correspondingly anxious to ftid 
of the people. By contrast, in the Lebanon 
lic interest centred’ mainly on local 


‘subjects are being evacuated from Turkey, and by « deputation from Homs to see 
the President about a story, current there, that 16,000 German parachutists were 
arriving on 15th February, 

Min Syria anxiety has also flared up again over the supply of wheat, A general 
strike of and students was organised in Damascus, the bazaars elosed in 
Hama, and threats of similar action were made in Aleppo, Latakia and Hots. 
‘The market price of wheat has risen generally to €S. 300 or more a ton. which 
is not in itself a bad thing provided it canses a steady flow from stocks inte 
consumption. 
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‘To! meet \the situation, a revised wheat scheme, outlined in. our last. two 
Stmmaries. is now in operation despite the difficulties in transport. The whole 
question, however, is very much to the fore in public. consciousness. and 
consequently at the mercy of sudden changes of opinion, Moreover,, bread, its 
Dice and quantity, has always been a political matter, especially in Damascus 

he situation therefore requires catefol watching and froquent reconsideration 
‘four policy. 

Rising rents and the high cost of living generally, also continue to arouse 
iblic interest. Those with fixed salaries are naturaly feeling the pinch most 
t-agninst these adverse factors must be set the benefits brought to the country 

by the British occupation and the many visible signs of development, notably 
Unemployment has virtually ceased to exist in the Levant States 

and, were it not for the shortage of imported goods and the uncertainties of the 

future, Syria and the Lebanon would be experiencing. an, unprecedented boom. 

The appointment of Major-General Sir Edward Spears, K)B.E., CB, MC. 
as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. to the Lovant States, 

been weloomed hy the Governments concerned and by the press nnd population. 

regarded locally as a further step by His Majesty's Gove 
the implementation of their independence, 


2 Syria: Damascus. 

Reports show that the intelligent public is consides 
succomses in Libya, It is becoming increasingl 
te able to take the initiative in Russia once more in the spring 
Mimultanicous attack is likely to be launched on, Turkey and thus.on Syria: 

‘The general strike, following the strike of the Tramway Company employees, 
feported in our last summary, came to an end next day after the Prosident of the 

blic had issued. an announcement stating that the prive of bread had beon 

luce! and would be guaranteed wntil the next hnevest, This reduction was 
tendered possible by supplies furnished by the U.KC.C., but no guarantee, 
4 that mentioned by the President, has heen given, At the same time the Prime 
Minister summoned certain leading merchanta and axsured them that the 
Goverument was doing all it could to serve the country and that it would be most. 
fortunate for everybody ifthe population were to indulge in disorders and 
‘thereby provoke the intervention of the military. 

Following tho strike, the President and the Minister of the Taterior made 
& point of putting their views before us ‘Tho President emphasised the damage 
that was being done to the Government by the failure to obtain recognition from 
the United States and from Iraq, both of whom were Britain's Allies, 

The Minister of the Interior expressed the Government's dissatisfaction at 
the attitude of the French with regard to independence. No only did they refuse 
to make concessions of" form” to Syrian aspirations, but they were insisting ot 
All French personnel employed by the Syrian Government being. replaced by othe 
Frenchmen when vacancies occurred. Be picture painted by the Minister 
of the Interior was far from cheerful: a population frightened of invasion a 
fearful of not being able to obtain food; a Government unable to win support 
showing concessions wrung from the French, 


& Aleppo. 
No reports from this area have yet been received. 


4, Homs and Hama, 

Signs of unrest are reported and renewed activity among the Nationalists 
‘Several meetings have been held and visits paid by Nati ~auders from other 
Parts of the country. There are, however, indications that the parties concerned 
Wore not always in agreement with one another. The main cause of diwontent 
has been the rise in the cost of living, and, in particular, the increase in the 

rice of bread, There were threats of a disturbance in Homs, and the Souks at 
lama were closed for two days. 

‘The political officer has returned from a visit with the Délégué Adjoint to 
Palmyra, and reports that security among the tribes in that area is. good. 
Peer 50 per cent. of tho live-stock was lost as a result of the recent cold 
weather. 


& Jezireh. 


For reasons which remain to be explained, the Ayaidat tribesmen who were 
deported as a result of the findings of the Mixed Commission on the troubles in 


[24085 ) eB 


Sage | 






























































54 


September last were suddenly released by order of the Ministry of the Interior. 
General Collet, when he heard of the matter, took the case up strongly with the 

ernment, with the result that the men are being rearrested and sent back to 
their places of detention. 

At the tie of the withdrawal of Vichy force from the Fupbrates Valley 
the authority of the Government among the tribesmen temporarily broke down. 
‘As a result of the Agaidat Commission and subsequent collaboration between the 
local authorities, Syritn, French and British, the situation has been practically 
restored. ‘Taxes are being paid and the natural tendencies of the population to 
brigandage are curbed. Tn the district depending on Rakka, however, which was 
twice pillaged, first by the town population and then by the tribesmen, the 
tution tll leaves a food deal to be desired. ‘The main olicats have now been 
‘eplaced and a new kainiakam and 3: ffeer appointed eo tha it is hoped the 
authority of the local administration will be sulficiently re-established. The fines 
imposed on the town and tribal villages, for complicity in the July pillaging, 
have only now been sanctioned by the Damascus Government. 

‘The establishment of the Assyrian Settlement on the Khabbour under the 
auspices of the League of Nations was finally concluded on 31st January. The 
settlement will now have to look after their own affairs, under ocal 
headmen, with the supervision of the Syrian Administrator of the Province and 
the French S.S. officer at Haxsetche. A balance of some £5. 8,000 remains from 
the funds which will be spent on clinical work among the Assyrians. 


6. Jebel Druze, 


‘The intended move of w sheikh and his following back to their abandoned 

Junds noross the Transjordan frontier has brought to light again the dormant 

wuxpicions of the Free French officials over British policy. “The sheikh in question 

as given out that he has British support in hin pi migration, from which 

‘ench assumed a British intrigue, but did not come forward to “have it 

out."" Aside from this and other relatively unimportant misunderstandings with 
the French, the position in the Jebel is quiet. 


7. Alaouite Territory. 

‘There is nothing Of importance to report from the Alaouite area, ‘The 
Fronch delogato has" protested." to the political officer against. the unfortunate 
improasion that waa being created hy the“ news “* that British subjects had been 
ordered to leave Turkey. In general, however, relations with the French have 
very much improved, 

‘The rogistration of arms throughout the area continues. Tt remains to be 
seen how many of te rlles tought privately fram French troops aid those Too 
posvessed by the Alaonites will he declared, and it is clear that any attempt to 
disarm the tribes at the present time would meet with violent opposition, 


8. Lebanon: Beirut. 

‘The question of the nomination of x consultative chamber to assist, the 
Lebanese Government has again been to the forefront, having apparently been 
promoted by the Free French authorities. The Maronite Patriarch refused to 
support the idea, and pressed for a legislative chamber, s0 that the project seems 
again to have beon shelved. 

‘The news that Nahas Pasha intends to hold elections in Egypt has excited 
Béchara-l-Rhoury's “ Constitutional party.” who are intending) to hold a 
gathering at the Maronite Patriarch’s residence in the near future to press for 
the election of a President anda Government in the Lebanon. ‘Their great desire 
is to close the Opposition ranks and to form as solid a front as possible on the 
arrival of His Majesty's Minister, in order to present Lebanese clatms to complete 
independance.” Public interest is not yet aroused to any grent extent 

‘he Lebanese Government are mich exercised at the failure of the Egyptian 
Government to recognise their independent State, after having recognised that 
of Syria, They have learnt that the Egyptian Consul-General at Beirut, when 
in Cairo. recently, advised the Egyptian Government before recognising. the 
Lebanon to ask the Iraqi Government why they had not recognised either Syrin 
or the Lebanon; and they feel that this may be a pan-Arab mameuvre designed 
to further the incorporation of the Lebanon i 

‘The trial of the merchants accused of illicit association and profiteering in 
rice was concluded on Sth February, and all forty-two defendants received heavy 
fines totalling £8. 270,000. Although it is generally felt that they had deserved 
punishment, public opinion has bees most unfavourably impressed by the manner 
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in which the French military court brushed aside the legally convincing defence 
they were able to put up, and the commercial community in particular have 
protested vigorously. The fact that the fives are paid to Mme. Catroux’s 

charitable organisation, instead of into the Lebanese State coffers, has also 
roused feeling. Tho matter hus undoubtedly been badly handled by tho Free 
french. 


Some excitement is being aroused along the Lebanese coast by expropriations 
made for the Haifa-Tripoli railway line. Landowners are claiming that untold 
will be dove to their estates, especially in places where tho cultivable 
belt is narrow, and fear that they will not be adequately compensated 
‘Arms collecting continues in the Tripoli district with satisfactory results, 
Shoogh most of the armas produced are. unserviceable, ‘i 
he initial results of selling floar instead of wheat to the population through 
the UK.CC. do not, seem to have given, much, satisfaction, very mumerois 
criticisms of the agents employed, and of the inadequate control exercised over 
them, having been received. 


8. Press and Propaganda. 

Great interest was aroused by the crisis in the Egyptian Government, the 
main theme of articles on the subject being that the resignation was in no way 
due to the turn of events in Libya, General satisfaction was expressed at the 
formation of the new Cabinet 

Tho Russian campaign is still given great prominence, bat in a sober manner, 
without any teace of ridiculous claims or of wishful thinking, 

‘Much attention has been given to the Turco-Bulgar question, the tenor of 
the press boing that Turkey stands ready for any eventuality, and intends to keep 

promises to the Allies. 

Syrian press is still appealing for a settlement of the rents question. 

Fem} wirekes propaganda has been. mainly directed as describing. the 
pitiful Tack of food in all Arab countries under British sway, and against the 

"Eternal Jew.” “ 

‘The enemy made diverse speculations as to the canse of the resignation of 

the Egyptian Cabinet, but all them were pat at the door of the British, 
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General Spears to Minister of State (Cairo)—(Reeeived in Foreign Offer, 
March 11.) 


Greig “sip Beirut, February W, 1942, 


Weekly Political Summary. 
4, General. 

‘THERE are many signs of a renewal of political activity in Syria, possibly 
on a larger scale than has ‘since the occupation, During the past six months 
Politicians have walked warily, being uncertain of the Allies’ temper. Now they 
fare reasstired, and even those who dressed up as anti-British wolves a year ago 
feel they can’ appear again provided they disguise themselves as pro-British 

bs. 


‘The coming into power of the Wafdist party in Egypt has beon grected ax 
@ portent by te Nationalists. Since the British helped the majority party to 

in Cairo, ie not the time ripe, they wonder, for making a similar bid in 

1 On the other hand, Japanese major successes. and the come-back: stayed 
ty Torael have cast renewed doubts on the ability of the Allies to win the war. 
‘Such speculations undoubtedly deter many Nationalist politicians from com: 
Iitting themmelves by coming into the open ax supporters of the British 

‘The possibility of a food shortage is still being exploited to the full ns ai 
British and disruptive propaganda by Axisins 


2 Syria: Damascus. 

‘The President of the Republic continues to evince in private signs of his 
anxiety over the political situation and to seck for reassurances of British 
support. It is probable also that he fears the rectudescence of political activity 
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i will fortify the Traq Government in its decision to withhold recognition: 
In an endeavour {0 consolidate his constitutional position in the eyes of the 
country, he is having all the Deputies of the last Chamber cartvaseed with a view 
to thelr signing a document stating that they are in favour of the present 
Governmes 

The Syrian Government is making approaches to the Governments of Egypt 
and Sandi inject of effecting the exchange of diplomatic repre- 
sentatives. IVis the Foreign Minister's intention, ance the Egyptian Government 
have recognised the independence of the Lebanon, that the Syria representative 
in Cairo should represent both Levant States 

The Free French wuthorities have been sounding leading Syrian personalities 
with the idea, purporting to originate from General de Gaulle, that they should 
organise financial help’ by the Syrians for the Free French cause. Not 
surprisingly, they have received the same rebofl aa a recent similar move on their 
part in the Lebanon mict with: that is, they have been referred to the Govern 
ments they have se 

‘The wheat jon in Damascus during the woek has been easier, with 
broad sold to the poor aud middle clases at reduced prices under the revised 
scheme. 


3% Aleppo. 
The Nationalists have bon encouraged by the secession to power of Nahas 
Pasba in Egypt and are putting aboat x rumour that in Syria, too, the policy will 
won bo tried of giving office to those hitherto classed ns extremists Saadallah 
Jabri has apparently beon repeating the earliot report that Jamil Mardas 
the approval of Hashem Atassi, is likely to become Syrinp 
future, Ax a result of these hopes it is pr despite th 
twwe Gat the Nationalists aro ker work with the Allie then at any, time 
since the occupation, 
M, Fanquenot, the délégué, on his return from & visit to Damascus, spoke of 
d._Aloppo's epi fro t, bat nd suitable 
man hie yet agreed to jolt Sheik our to co-operate, 
oliticians from Aleppo have among the more practined 


Ait has had the effect of checking the rise in 

ig Tocal banker dectates that the bazaars can 

tion and that no failures of importance 

far boon made during the war 

mobilisation orders in Turkey are cauaing 9 number of 

th subjects—especially Christians and Kards—to try and crow into Syria 

avoid boing called up, “It is reported that the matter is being adequately 

handled by the French SS, offers on the fro d that most of the mon are 
being returned, 

Frontier co-operation in general remains fairly good, but outstanding 
questions aro the return of an alleged murderer toy Turkey and the expropriation 
of Syrian property by the Turks in the Hatay. The first has been agreed to ih 
principle by the French. and. the sevond ix the subject of discussion between the 
délégué and the Turkish Consul, who appear to work satisfactorily together 


4. Homs and Hama, 

‘The most interesting development of the week hax been. the reaction of the 

ationalists to the Egyptian situation. Renewed activity is supported by the 

hope that « similar change may be brought about in Syria. Hashem Atast has 
senit a telegram of congratulation to the Wafdists 

Alliod reverses in Lybin nud the Far East, the cost of living and the strong 
feeling that military operations will take place in Syria in the spring combine 
to produce a tensendss in the political atmosphere. 

In Hama there ai 
engineered, by the Mos! 
Mohafes:. ‘The p 

ugh the 

At the time of writing, riots in Homs and Hama are signalled with one 
death, ‘The cause is uid to be the purchases of wheat by Aleppo merchants at 


Uurki are reported to be trying to obtain grants of 
id from which they can derive a stable revenue. ‘There seems to be au increasing 
tendency among the local tribes to hecome, in part at least, semi-sedentary. 


5 Jezireh. 

A clash occurred on 13th Febroary between the Wulda and the Fed’an of 
Sheikh Mujhem-ibn-Mubaid in the vieiity of Meskeneh, Details are not yet 
known of this breach of the truce between the two tribes, which was agreed to 
Pending a meeting arranged for next month. ‘The incident points again to the 
Maportance of not allowing raids to go unsettled. ‘Troops have been despatched 
by the French authorities to prevent further fighting, and the latest news is that 

outbreak is under control. ; 

Except for this clash and a case-of sheop-looting by the Sablcha, the situation 
is generally quiet throughout this dificult area of well-armed tribes, with their 
Welter of blood feuds and their permanent desire to make war on their ‘neigh- 
tours. In Jezireh independence without force is a chimera, Local levies and 
Other forces are rated at their real value. But it is generally recognised that at 
iy moment British troops, who form the balwark of the present order, cant be 
‘alled into action to help suppress disorders, 

During the week a company of the Foreign Legion from Aleppo touted 

tions of the Euphrates Vailey with the object of showing the fag.’ The new 

rench commander at Kameshlie is showing himself anxious to co-operate to the 
fullest extent with the British forces and arrangements have been unde. for 
Mixed British and French patrols to move about the countryside. 
Confusion has arisen between Syrian and French high authorities over 
Welopments at Rakka, referred to in last week's Summary. Owing to the 
Mordinate procrastination of the Syrian Government in sanctioning the fines 
Fesulting from the pillaging in July, the délégué adjoint referred the matter to 
General Catroux, who has issued orders, on security grounds, for an, alternative 
461 of fines to he collected, immediately. 

After many delays, credits have been received from Damascus for the 
Diirvhase of seed totalling £8. 160,000, and frantic last minute efforts are being 
made to take advantage of the loans, although the time for wowing wheat is 
Practically over 


8. Alaouite Territory. 

‘The political mosaic ix taking the form of that which came into being after 
the 1996 Constitution, the main difference being that, whereas in 1996 the 
Alaouite leaders were almost unanimous in pappost of full political union with 
Syria thay are now, having tasted thereof, far les enthusiastic. ‘The situation 
wi veloping ix that the Freuch atid. the Alaouites fiud themselves once 

fain the only friend the other has, and by virtue of their like feeling of digtrust 
draw closer to. one another. In the opinion of some good local observers, the 
French are beginning to play their old game of encouraging, Alaouite axpicatiots 
towards autonom: 


7. Jebel Druze. 

‘There are no new political developments to report, but the general atmos 
Phere suggests that the new Syrian freedom hax increased pan-Atab feeling in 
the Jebel. In particular, the Jewish question is a foremost topic of disctussion 
among the Druze intelligentsia, Public interest is also concentrated on the rising, 
font of living, and it is pethaps unfortunate that no Government work, sich, as 
that in the Houran, is taking place in the di 


8, Tribal 
‘The Controle Bedouin estimate that the losses of live-stock among. the 
in consequent upon the intense cold im the early part-of the winter were 
Most severe among the S'ba and the Fed’an, atnounting averall to 50 per cent. or 
More, against 15-20 per cent. in normal years. The Roualla tribes were more 
fortunate in that they had started their winter migration about a month before 
the other large bedu groups, 20 that when the enld weather overtook thea they 
wu already reached their southern, pastures: 


9%. Lebanon : Beirut, 


flattered by the visit and show 
for-a truly independent Lebanon. The party agreed to form a working committee 
composition of which has not yet heen decided 





















































While certain influential leaders like Rind-es-Solh and Musa ‘Nammur 
continue to stand apart from this opposition bloc, chielly through objection to 
the personality of Béchara-el-Khoury, who dominates it, there can be no doubt 
that this party represents the feelings ofthe great majority of thinking Lebanese 
who are disgusted. by the failure of the present Lebanese Government to obtain 
from the Free French any concessions to their independent State. 

The Lebanese Government itself is beginning to show signs of disintegra- 
tion, at least one prominent member of it having expressed the desire to resign. 
‘The incompetence and lack of character of most of its members has never been 
in doubt, and since its formation the Ministry has achieved nothing and has spent 
its time in bickering about trifles.. Meanwhile, the Délégation générale have still 

roduced no proposals for handing over to it even those internal powers which 
Fave no relation to the wnr effort, and. the ‘French délggué. and. consillers 
continue, as in the past, to interfere in every administrative detail. M. Naccache, 
whose weakness is widely criticised, has made no attempt to protest against this 
state of affairs 

The now of the fall of Singapors, although gonerally expected, has came 
depression amongst the ¥ population, who are, however, more concerned 
with the possibility of a further advance in Libya and a German attack on 
‘Turkey. 

10. Wheat. 

‘The revised scheme. referred to in proviows summaries, is now in operation. 
Controlled quantities of imported wheat are being distributed by the Ravitaille- 
ment Departments of the two States, under the supervision of the economic 
olficers of the Spears Mission. 

price of free domestic wheat ix quoted around £8. 400 in Damascus and 
Lebauion, rathor lower in Aleppo, with a tendeney to rise, but there is little 
buying being done, Measures to deal. with profiteering, hoarding and price 
contral have been framed by the Commission supérieure do Ravitalflement, and 
will pass to the States Governments for ratification and promulgation next werk 
U1. Gold. 

‘Towards the end of January the price of gold in Syria and the Lebanon, 
which had hovered atout £8.82 to the sovereign for some time, suddenly rose to 
88. 36, at which figure it has remained since. The cause of this rise was the 
sudden jump in the price of gold in Turkey, for reasons which are not clear. The 
‘Turkish price is said at present to be about the equivalent of €S, 47, 

This sudden move far as one can ascertain, led to the following 
Sperationt “Gold iw Yought i, Syrin and smuggle into Turkey, largely, it 
reported, through Kameshlie. Tt is sold in Turkey and the proceeds of the sale 
in Turkish paper pounds are snuggled back to Syria, where they are sold on the 
Hack market. ‘The principal buyers of the paper money are believed to be the 
sheep dealers of Northern Syria, who use the Turkish pounds which they 

usquied at relatively chenp rates to buy abeep in Turkey and muggle them into 
this country, 

‘This movement‘of gold towanle Turkey appears to have assumed’ quite 
considerable proportions, and it is rather surprising that the price of Turkish 
paper pounds in Syria, though it has fallen, should not have fallen further. The 
‘only explanation can be that the demand on the part of the sheop dealers is in its 
turn very heavy too, 

12, Press and Propaganda, 

‘The papers have been almost entirely filled with news of the war, the main 
topic of comment being the much-discussed possibility of Russia having the power 
to meet a large-scale German offensive in the spring. 

‘The inauguration of Radio Damascus was the subject of large head-lines in 
tho press together with photographs of Generals Catroux and Collet and reports 
of the speeches that were made at the opening ceremony. 

‘The battles of Singapore and the Straits of Dover have given enemy Arabic 
broadcasters a great opportunity to extol the military might of the Axia ‘The 
enemy was particularly gleeful over the Singapore situation, and recited with 
relish lists of sums said to have been laid out for the fortification of the island. 
In consequence, Arab affairs were hardly referred to, but the organ of the " Free 
‘Arabs’ faithfully thumped out its old familiar strain—" Jewish Menace "— 
without, however, adding any new variati 
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Generil Spears to Minister of State (Caird)-—(Respved in Foreign Off, 
Mares 1 

(fo. 630; Saving) 4 

(Telegraphic.) Beirut, February 20, 1942. 


Weekly Political Summary, 
1. General. i! ad 

THE past week has witnessed a marked deterioration of the political 
Situation in Syria as a result of politieo-ecomomic repercussions. 
Which had been developing with the news of Allied reverses, and the stirring of 
fenewed political activity in the country, became a semi-panic at Damascus and 
eleewhere in the provinces, centring around anxiety over the supply of wheat, 

Faced with this sudden threat to its stability, the Government has applied 
to the British deus ex machina in the hope that ntially increased quantities 
of wheat will be made available, A closing in the ranks of the Ministers is also 
Apparent, with a strengthening of the feoling among them that their position will 
Rot be tenable much longer unless the French concede some, if not all, of the 
hangs required, in thei opinion, to implement the promises of independence. 

fn contrast, the general situation in the Lebanon is quiet, although there are 


signs of possible political developments which are referred to later in the 
summary. 


‘To summarise the economic situation briefly — 


‘The majority of the population has undoubtedly benefited by the British 
cccupation. Unemployment no longer exists among the labouring classes, who 
aro receiving higher wages than ever before and for whom cheap bread. has been 
made available in the large towns. The agricultural population—and Syria is 
tainly an agricaltural country—is assured of good markets. The trading 
Community has reaped handsome profits, although the volume of goods is 
tomewhat curtailed.” On the other band, the employee clases, whether Govern: 
‘ment or commercial, which form the majority of the politically conscious, find 
that their wages have not kept paco with the rise in the cowt of living and ate 
fecting the pinch severely. z 

‘There is no real shortage of wheat in the country, or of other staple 
food-stulls, with the exception of some imported products.” Tt ix, however, the 
fear of shortage, coupled with the practised proponsities of the population to 
speculate or hoard, that have eansed the economic complications which are 
Proving so embarraising at the prevent time 

‘There is no doubt that the situation has been taken advantage of by 

jtators and enemies of the present Government in Syria to spread 
dissatisfaction. But real evidence is lacking that any organised attempt has yet 
been made by the politicians of the Nationalist blac to turn popular unrest into w 
means of overthrowing the Government. The Nationalists are, rather, waitin 
for a lead, and expectations are centred ou the imminent retarn of Shukri Quwath 
to Damascus. reforming of the Nationalist front to oppose the present 
Government would appear to depend, in the first instance, on the line Shukti 
Quwatli has decided to take. 

His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has telegraphed to the 
Lebanese and Syrian Governments asking that Mr. Hamilton should be recognised 
ax chargé d'affaires pending the arrival of the Minister Designate, and suitable 
replies have been sent to Mr, Eden. 

Bad weather has prevailed over the coast and hinterland, s0 that the main 
Beirut-Damascus and Damascus-Homs roads have been closed for three days at 
atime. 

2. Syria: Damaseus. 

Although the normal purchases of bread at Damascus are assured under the 
new wheat schenie until the end of March at reasonable prices, fears of what may 
happen later, coupled with rumours of shortages in Aleppo, Homs and the 
Jezira, have bred a fecling of uncertainty amounting to panic. The situation 
has been aggravated by the inhabitants of the surrounding villages coming into 
Damascus to seek cheap bread, ‘The result has been that the open market price 
for wheat has risen to as much as €S.450 a ton. This in ite turn has caused 

who normally mill their own bread to abandon this custom and try 

v the Thus bread queues are now a common sight, which 
further tends to breed alarm. A partial strike of shops took’ piace on 
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2st February, aad there were some disturbances by students, though these came 
amuse tetees op 

During the week there has been marked political activity, especially among 
ths Witionsticae deal Mariam iestemmphing to reunite the leaners of tha old 
Nationalist bloc with a view to overthrowing the present Government. He argues 
that. Sheikh ‘Taj's régime is unconstitational, and that recourse must either 
had to recalling the 1936 Chamber or to new elections. In this view he claims he 

the support of Nuri Said and of the sh, who have given proof of their 

ference for ‘* Nationalist” parties in Egypt. His efforts appear to bave 
wed A measure of success as certain “* Moderates” are reported to have 
joined hit. 

‘There is expectancy over Shukri Quwatli’s return and a demonstration of 
weleoie is bein pre General Catroux has enquired whether any steps 
can be taken to delay his return to the capital for the time being, and it is hoped 
thin cb ora 

Tt is interesting to note that Jamil Mardam appears ready to resume office, 
iitid that he deste tt necessary to'claim British protection. fn September last 
manly of the Nationalists were not so sure of Allied victory as to be ready to place 
themselves under the British wegis. 

"The President continues to seek support within the country, and has convoked 
tho principal schoolmasters with a view to their preventing student strikes In 
his capacity of Moslem sheikh he is reported to have approached various imams 
‘the ocHah ecaking’ to yretiaua theth (0 preach sermon ti his Taveor, 

General Collet, in his private talks with the political officer, has shown’ a 
characteristically roalistic attitade to present problems. He appreciates the need 
to cease imports of wheat, but is doubtful whether in the existing hyperexcited 
state of. public opinion, sullivient grain will be forthcoming even if pawern of 
requisition. are resumed, . Nevertholess, he ia of the opinion that, if bread. ix 
Temonably cheap atid assured, the Nationalists. will be unable to éreate. trouble 
designed to dislodge the present Government. He himself views the Nationalists 
(with grout suspieion, atid considers thelr, pash,cecord of anti-Allied conde’ sch 
ts to east grent-douhts on their present promises of friendship. 


8, Aleppo. 

Various events, both foreign and domestic, haye contributed to public 
anxiety, The price of wheat has risen from £5.40 to over £S.400.a ton, and 
there have been amall demonstrations and. a mild panic at the time of the los of 
Singapore, - However, demonstrators wore persuaded to disperse withont. any 
trouble arising and the shops have reopened. The aituation remains rather tense 
and annoyance is widely exprowed over the better treatment given to the 
Damascones, a4 evidenced by their much larger distribution of broad. 

With regard to. the prices of other commodition, the bank's reatriction on 
credit has prevented a furthor general rise. Lndeed, there has been. talk of price 
reductions owing to nervousness about.the immediate future of the Northern 
‘Area, Only one bankruptey of any-nize hax no far taken place. 

“Apart from inevitable digs at the unpopular adwinistration, it is not thought 
that local politicians havo tried to add:to present. difficulties. “The délégué has 
put forward names of possible. supporters of Sheikh Taj, but none of them is 
Apparently prepared to help just now. 


4. Homs and Hama, 

On 17th February the bazaars in Homs and Hasma were closed, also the 
schools, and demonsteations were held outside the serails,, In Homs a Senegalese 
hattalion was called out and the crowd. dispersed, but at a later demonstration 
shots were fired on both sides, aud one civilian was killed and two wounded... The 
‘ope romaine closed for several days i tous towns and minor demonstaiions 
toolk place, 

Trere, as elsewhere, the original protests, it seems, were dirvoted against the 
rich merchants and hoarders in the towns and the failure of the Government to 
take eflective action—not against the Allies—bat the demonstrations threatened 
increasingly to take on political colour, and there are indications that they were 
tised with advantage by Axis sympathisers, 


5, desireh, 

It is reported that. the tribal, conference begun at Deir-ez-Zor on 
16th February to settle past disputes between the Shammar and Jubur tribes was 
‘succesafully concluded, Detailed. reports are lacking from this region owing to 
the interraption of communications caused by bad weather. 
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8: Alaouite and Jebel Drase. 
No events of political importance are reported during the week from either 


of these areas. 


7. Lebanon: Beirut, 
Political activity lias been considerably greater in the Lebanon during the 
Week. The canses are various: dislike of the supine attitude of the 
mt and bie Administration, particulary b 


at recent 
ig of the 


nal party. is busily engaged in extending its contacts, 
specially in Mosiom circles, witha view to turning this situation t the advantage 
of its members. The party is at present advocating elections, on the grounds that 
thus cana constitutional Government, truly representative of the people, be 
The project is, however, far from obtaining general support amongst a 
huich still retains vivid memories of the corruption and ineffectiveness 
ubers and the Governments elected by them. 
ijjadé party are also active, Their leader, Jamil Mikkawi, visited 
Ahined Daoul on 20th February and asked him 10 resign on the grounds that he 
Yeas not prop if Moslem rights. He refused, and the leader left 
if fre and slaughter, which have not, wo far, eventuated. 

There are signs that the Free French themselves realise that the Government 
4 af present constituted cannot remain in office much Tonger, and M. David, 
their delegate for the Labanon, made a significant approach on 21st February t0 
Salim Takla, the abet member ofthe Countitutional party; bat his appeals for 

thoir co-operation with the Free French were flatly refused. 
Naceache himsclf seems unwilling to recognise the lack of stability of his 
‘own and his Government's position, and in.an interview with His Majesty's 
hargé d’Aflaires on 21st February showed a complacency unshared by” most 
Lebanese regarding his relations with the French and the march of affairs 
generally. Possibly as a result of « hint he received on that oceaxion, he hax now 
greed to hix Minister for Foreign Affairs appronching the Syrian Government 
with a view to the presentation to General Catroux of a joint Syro-Lebanese 
note asking for the handing over of the " intéréts communs,"’ the point on which 


feoling is strongest 
part from the profesional political class, the population show only 


lukewarm interest in the porsibility of changes in the Lebaneag political 
kaleidoscope, rather more interest in seeing some signs of their independence, 
fand active interest in the ost of living, ‘The constant increase in the latter ix a 
rource of irritation, but its effects aro mitigated hy the good money being earned 
thronghout the Lebanon by the employment afforded in railway and defence works 
construction, and the sitnation o this head ix much lors serioux in the Lebanon 
an in Syria, There was. however, ane trouble in Tripol dive to W taidjont 
ment it the method of wheat distribution to the poorer classes 

‘Arms collecting in the North Lebanon by the Free French authorities has 
continued without incident, thongh the number of arms collected ix xmall 


8. Press and Propaganda. 
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‘The fact that such an article should be allowed to be published lias 0 
with higher authority. per rtenaeneaS 
Local affairs centred mainly on economic matters, in which respect it may be 
noted that the press ix making even loader appeals for action to be taken against 
speculators. in essential food-stuffs. An Arabic paper urged that the death 
Penalty be inflicted on particalariy unscrupulous proditers 
.._. The enemy's broadcast propaganda dealt in great detail with the fall of 
Singapore, which was said to have had a shattering effect on British morale 
A Teaf appears to have been borrowed ftom Moscow's book. as alleged statements 
‘mperial prisoners in Libya are now frequent, ‘Their revelations purport to 
ww the breaking of morale among British troops and the growing disafection 
of Australians and Indians. Great play has been made with the theme that a 
Syro-Lebanese army is to be conscripted to fight for the Allies, the latest and 
‘most startling supposition being that these troops are to be sent to the front in 
Southern Rossin, 
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Office of the Minister of State to Foreign O fhce.—(Received March 19) 


to the Minister of State presents his compliments to the 

sretary of State, Forvign Office, and is directed to transmit herewith a 

copy of a report of a talk between Mr, Hamilton. and tho Minister for Foreign 
Aflairs, Syrian Government, 


Cairo, January 22, 1942, 


Enclosure in No, 16. 
Mr. Hamitton to the Minister of State (Cairo). 


Headquarters, Spears Mission, 
oe Syria and the Lebanon, 
Dear Minister of State, January 16, 1942, 

THAD a loug talk yesterday with Faiz Bey El Khousi, Miniter for Foraign 
Affairs, Syrian Governiment, at Damascus, "he conversation ranged over a 
number of subjects and the general political situation prevailing inside the 
Ministry, which, was one of tension, due to disputes botween the President. and 
the Brite Minister. "I have already reported. on these in my letter of the 
12th January, enclosing # report by Colonel Gardener. 

In reviewing the situation, the Foreign Minister said, and asked me to note 
it, that the Syrian Goverument, whilst prepared to collaborate with the Free 
French and ourselves during the wat, were determined not to bind themaelves ts 
tho French, whether Free or otherwise, in any way for the future. They would 
thus not discuss the possibility of a treaty now oF at a later date with the Free 
French authorities, They had had twenty years’ experience of French adminis. 
tration, and ey were determined that, whatever lly they sought (and they 
realised that they could not stand alone without an ally) it would not be the 

ren 

As regards their feelings towards Germany, they had seen, he said, how abe 
treated occupied countries, and they had no wish to come under her 
They. would much prefer to be under a mandate of Great Britain 
have “independence” at the hands of the Germans. 

‘Yours sincerely, 
J. A pe C. HAMILTON. 
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General Spears to Minister of State (Cairo)-—(Reevived in Forrign Office, 
March 23.) 
(No. 692. Saving.) 
(Telegraphic.) Beirut, March 5, 1943. 


Weekly Political Summary. 
1. General. " 

ALTHOUGH there have been no new developments of importance during 

week, the political situation in Syria remains very unsettled: Public 
Uneasiness over the course of the war, renewed activity among Nationalist 
Politicians, doubts and indecision on the part of the Government, anxiety over 
the supply of wheat—these continue to be the dominant symptoms. 

In Damascus, and in the provinces, things have been somewhat quieter, 
However, much political activity is going on behind the scenes, without, as yet, 
Any apparent crystallisation, At the instigation of the Froe French authorities, 
certain agitators who were ring-leaders in the recent strikes have been arrested. 

Following conversations with His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires, Genoral 
Catroux is examining what concessions of form to Syrian independence can be 
flanted in order to strengthen the hand of the present Goverameat. On the other 

ind, he maintains that a major contributory ctuse of the present unsatisfactory 
political situation is the current belief that the British ate prepared to regard 
the Nationalists with a favourable eye, a belief that gains colour from the 
frequent contacts which, be alleges, take place between politicians of all parties 
‘and British officers. He sistent that steps should be taken to show the 
Nationalists that the British ‘one with the Free French in supporting the 
Present Government an possible methods of doing wo are being examined 
Asa result of a suggestion made to him in Bagdad, Shukei Quwatli hax 


postponed his arrival for a week. Tho Free French feel strongly that his return 
is owanes at tha present junctare would be bound to give rise to serious 
demonstrations, with consequent repercussions on the delicate political situation 
‘The wisdom of further delaying his return is now being discussed. 


2 Economic. 

Supplies of wheat under the revised scheme are going into consumption as 
intended, through the Ravitaillement onganixa the major towns. Some 
movements of private stocks are noted, for example into Aleppo, although very 
little wheat is coming on the market, as sellers’ ideas of prices remain around 
£8. 400 u ton and upwards “ 

‘The Free French have agreed to consider British proposals for extracting 
heat from hoarders with a view to providing the necessary extra supplios for 
controlled distribution to tide over the interval before the ‘next harvest begins 
to come on the market, Possibilities of financial assistance to help the Govern- 
ment to purchase wheat are also being examined. Any such assistatice would be 
conditioned on the enactment of necessary legislation designed to facilitate 
requisition and discourage hoarding, also on increased taxation to divert a part 
of the income now available for buying goods 

With the object of checking speculation in commodities, which had reached 
‘unsoond proportions and was causing prices to hoot, the banks readily accepted 
tho suggestion that they should adopt a policy of credit restriction. Tt was agreed 
that as far as possible bills would only be discounted for genuine business, such ns 
from importer to merchant or merchant to retailer, but not between merchants, 
Accordingly. a reduction of bank credit was began towards the end of January, 
tod it in satisfactory to note that i has already considerably embarrased speci. 
lators, thereby inducing an appreciable fall in the price of the principal 
commodity concerned—cotton piece-goods s 

‘One of the first steps of the Syrian Government, when it came into power was 
to issue a decree sanctioning a general increase of rents, As a resull, much 
popular feeling has been mata many parts of the country and deputations 
and counter-deputations have visited the President. At last the Government, 
yielding to popular clamour, have modified the law to the general satisfaction 
‘of tenants and s0 put an end to the general agitation on this score. 


3. Syria: Damascus. 
‘There is no change to report in the bread situation, Distribution of 100 
tons a day, half to the poor at specially reduced prices and half in the form of 
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‘middle class” bread, continues. There have len no further strites:but anxiety 
is still general over future supplies 

General Catroux; alarmed at the situation in the capital and determined to 
investigate the specific charges of corruption preferred by Jamil Mardam against 
the Government, spent several days in Damascus. The conclusion be arrived. at 
expresiod to the Political Officer, was that the accession to power of a Nationalist 
Government at the present time would constitute a danger to the Allied cause 
tnd that the bet policy was to support: the present régime energetically despite 
its shorteomings—a rhich is likely to gratify General Collet; who has 
until-now heen uncertain of his chief's attitude. 

General Catroux further stated that he was satisfied that the charges against 
Taj-ed-Din were false, also the stories of renewed dissension between, him abd the 
Prime Minister, 

For some time past the Damasous press has been attacking the Government 
for its failure to solve the bread and other economic problems. General Collet, 
considering: this a Nationalist: stratagem, convened. all. the journalists and 
explained to them that such attacks on the Government were really attacks on the 
Allies, who had made themselves responsible for the supply of wheat. Grain was 
plontiful in Syria and the apparent shortage, coupled with the high prices, was 
dae to the Syrians thenvlvns, whereas the Allies had made great sacrifices to 
bring im-wheat: At the end of the meeting « note was distributed to the press 
which stressed the complete unity of the Allies and warned, agitators and 
“certain politician” that trouble-makers would be interned. 

General Collet has expressed privately to our Political Officer his conviction 
that the present agitation is being directly exploited by the Germans. He would 
not go so far as to say that all the Nationalist leaders were in Axis pay, bub 
vttingy or unwittingly, they were profiting by the agitation, Once the Wheat 
problem was solved, he went on, the Syrians would have no exense whatever for 
agitation. «If, however, strikes persisted, ho could only conclude that Axis: 

apired influences are at work and he Would be obliged to arrest agitators, not 
only in Damarcus, but throughout Syria, 


4. Aleppo: 
‘The wheat problem remains acute, with prices nominally about £S.400 a ton, 
Some 25 per cent, of the population are living on the 20 tons of cheap wheat 
rovided under the wheat acheme daily... Mont of the rest are living on their 
wusehold stocks laid down, ax ix the custom, each summer. ‘The few, who are 
without stocks and who axe not classed as poor, are feeling the pineb; but there 
in little actual hardsbip and no disturbances took place during the week. 

More activity of a political nature ix reported than of recent mouths, In 
particular, the return of Shukri Quwatli is eagerly awaited. Efforts are being 
made to unite the National factions cent round the Jabris with the less 
extreme friends of Dr, Hassan Fouad, but an early end of their differenices seems 
uplikely. 

It is Decoming apparent that there cain, a ewasiderable Coimmunist 
organisation in. the northern. area. with ramifications throughout the villages. 

members proclaim that their first aim ix to fight ay jinm, and there 
was a meeting of Communist sympathisers on 25th February in support of the 
struggle against the Axis Powers 

‘Along the Turkish fmatier no fresh troubles have been reported. After many 
delays a first-degree frontier commission for the Axaz area was arranged and the 
French 8.8, officers visited the Turkish Kaimakam to setthe some outstanding 
‘questions. 

5. Homs und Hama, 

‘A great intensification of Nationalist activity is reported, together with an 
increase in pro-Axis talk and rumour. The imminent return of Shukei Quwatli 
from pilgrimage has aroused general expectations. A lange stim is said to have 
een collected to finance demonstrations in the capital. Many’ private political 
mectings have been held, at which the understanding was apparently general 
that the British were in. favour of a change in government, even at the expense 
of sacrificing the Free French. Some Nationalists have also been trying to get 
signatures among the Bedu Sheikhs to a petition demanding elections. 

‘Among shoal of rumours, the following hest illustrate the atmosphere of 
these towns: General Catroux is to be replaced by a British High Commissioner 
the Free French forces refused to fight in Libya and for this reason the British 
hive ceased to give them funds, so that they are demanding £S.2 million from 
the Syrian Government; the British have discovered the corruption existing in 
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the Siireté Générale and have arrested the chief officials; that Mr, Churchill, has 
brought General de Gaulle before a military tribunal becanse it was discovered 
that the general was making arrangements to meet Marshal. Pétain 

Although chronic unrest and disquiet are bound to recur, given the 
traditionally unruly and. xenophobic temper of Homs and Hama, s0 long as the 

man threat hangs over Syria, the present effervescence is, nevertheless 
disquieting. 

Prices continue to. rise. Wheat now casts approximately £8,470 a ton, 
and there haye been many deputations to the Political Officer. There are 
indications that the unrest resulting from the high eost of living. is being taken 
advantage of by anti-Allied. propagandists 


@. Euphrates and Jezireh. 

‘The tribal conference which began at Deir-ez-Zor on 15th. February 
succeeded. after six days of disputation, in settling. the outstanding differences 
between the Shammar (Faddagha) of Iraq and the Jabour of Syria, Hostilities 
Uetweon these two tribes extending over several yenrs are thus brought to an end, 
With the wiping off on both sides of all-claims, a financial by the 
Shammar and bonds from the leading sheikhs that the peace will be 

At the time of the Mosul Conference over the Sharman of Ira: 
differences there was some doubt whether the settlement on the tx 
Aud bury "would hold, becanse of the rivalries between the Ieading Aguidat 
sheikbs.” The recalcitrant sheikh have now. put their seals on the Mosul terms 
and there are thus grounds for expecting that these two important tribes will 
Temain at peace for the time being. 

The conference 10 settle the feud between the F 
resummed in Aleppo on lat March. In the opinion of tribal experta—Britivh, 
French and of the contestants themselves—the old basis of a commission of 
Syrian officials and notables would never he successful. It sn now reported that, 
in fact, the court. proved unworkable and was dissolved. Matters will accordingly 
be handled on Bedouin lines by tribal arbiters, which inthe only metbod that 
Promises to heal this deep-seated trouble. Meanwhile, the two tribes remain 
Manding to arms, with French patrols. preventing further clashes 


7. Alaouite Territory, 

‘There are no political events of importance to, record, 

Unlike most of the rest of Syria, in thin territory, even in poace-time, the 
pearanitry do not produce enough food for their own needs, their crops consisting 
largely of tobacco and other exported produce. ‘The population 1s numeras, 
back It in the more important therefore thit there ahou! 

ure in supply. It ix antixfactory to note that a new Ravitaillen 
organisation hax been built up by the local administration and will 
function in the near future. Special measwres have also boon taken to neo that 
Wheat is available ax and when required 


8. Jebel Druse 

‘Things have been quiet in the Jebel. A further movement ix reported of 
Druzes, including a member of the Atrash family, to return. to. cultivate Janda 
alleged to belong to them that are now in Transjordan. After enguiry, our 
Political Officer reports that agricultural experts consider the lands impossible 
to cultivate and that, therefore, no sanction for entry will be granted. 


9 Lebanon. 

There isa growing feeling of pitcil malaise in the Lebanon. ‘The cwusee 
are numerous and vary between the different communities, but certain funda- 
mental anxieties are common to all f 

Tn the first place, there is widespread disappointment at the lnck of tangible 
signs of Lebanese independence and a conviction that the Free French authorities 
fave no intention of abating any’ of their mandatory control. Secondly, here 
is a universal feeling that the present Lebanese Governinent are incapable of 
Protecting Lebanese rights, and are wholly ineffective in all ways. 

“The position of the Lebanese Government is growing steadily weaker. and 


three of its Ministers are now contemplating resignation, including Hamid Bey 
Frangié, the Minister for Foreign Affairs. These Ministers are thoroughly 
dissatisfied with the attitude of the President, whose attempts to keep all powers 
in his own hands preclude any proper administrative action. Like most of the 
Population, moreover, they resent rhe failare of the French to harid over increased 
powers to the Government, and consider that stronger action than the President 
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is prepared 0 agree to should be taken to this end: In this view they are’at one 
with the Opposition leaders 

Hamid Bey Frangié went to Damascus on the 26th February in order to 
try and induce the Syrian Government to co-operate with him in a joint demand 
to the Free French to hand over the ‘* intéréts communs.’” but found the Syrian 
Goverument precceupied with internal problems, and returned without broaching 
the project. 

There has been some disorder in the Tripoli region as a protest against 
deficiencies in the arrangements for distribating rationed flour and the cost of 
living generally. Political agitators profited from public discontent to intrigue 
against the Government and. Abdul Hamid. Keraml, the influential. separetiae 
leader, has expressed the intention of appealing to the British authorities to 
intervene’ in the political sphere in order 10 change or modify: the present 
Government, 

‘Tho Moslem elements are particularly discontented on account of the failure 
of Abmed Bey Daouk, the negligible Prime Minister, to protect Moslem interests, 
the influence which they allege the Jesuits possess over the President, and the 
unequal share of administrative posts held by Moslems. They are, however, 
disunited amongst themselves, and in some respects have totally different aims 
from the Constitutional party 

public subscription opened in the Lebanon by the Free French authorities 
for the Free French ‘‘bons d'armement’” has met with a complete lack of 
response, most of the subscriptions 40 far collected having been from French 
banks and companies, Lebanese contribators failing to respond. 

Arms collection in the Tripoli area by the Free French is mesting with 
increasing resistance, and the methods employed of billeting troops on villages 
have led to a protest by three Lebanese Ministers to General Catroux. 


10. Press and Propaganda. 

‘There hav been no marked press comment on the war, coming to the rather 
uneventfnl week as compared with provioun momentous events most useful 
article was a description of Britain's steadfast resistance when she stood alone 
against the Axis, the conclusion being that with her powerful Allies she can now 
novor be defeated. Saudi Arabia's break with Ttaly was greeted with joy by all 
the press, which hailed the rupture as a sign of the solidarity of Arab’ countries 
against the Axis. 


‘The enemy's Vroadeast propaganda has been mainly on the old. familine 
lings—Jews, British oppression and treachery, and promises of the ultimate 
“liberation of Arab countries. AX might have been expected, the attempt 
on von Papen's life raised a storm of protest, mainly against the British, though 
Soviet Russia also came in for a share of blame, 
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General Spears to Minister of State (Cairo)—(Received in Foreign Office, 


March 26.) 
(No, 719, Saving) 
(Telegraphic) Beirut, March 12, 1982 


jons yet 
differences and agreed 
future. 
the arrest of nine agitators in 
Damascus (live others could not be found) atid General Collet’s recent warning 


a7 


to trouble-makers through the. press, as also the arrival of New Zealand troops 
in Damascus, had as its immediate effect to sober the less responsible political 

ts. No disturbances took place in Damascus or the provinces, It. is 
Feported, however, from different parts of the country that the Nationalists, in 
Several, are strongly resentful at the arrests, which included two lawyers. They 
are said to blame the French alone, despite the fact that the arrests were carried 
Sut jointly by the Free French and British authorities, and are thus avoiding 
Attacks on the Allies on this score. But it is rumoured in Beirut that they are 
considering the organisation of a general strike in Damascus by way of protest 
Rumours are still prevalent that the British are going to back a Nationalist 
Teurn to power, on the lines of the Wafd’s accession in Egypt 

Yielding to strong British pressure. General Catronx hia reluctantly agreed 
that Shnkri Quwatli should be allowed back into Syria without restraint and 
Unconditionally. The Free French authorities retain their fear that his return 
Will be made the occasion for serious demonstrations, which may be the signal 
for 4 countrywide attack on Sheikh Taj’s Government: and General Catroux 
hhas indicated his determination to take action against Shukri Quwatli if he 
‘makes trouble after his return. 

The food supply situation continues to give rise to general anxiety, although 
the poor in the main centres of population are receiving cheap bread or flour 
Under the wheat scheme. Merchants’ stocks of wheat remain off the mark 

ices are soaring in the neighbourhood of €3.450-500 a ton. Midd 
Tomei stocks are Yeginning to run low and real hardship is growing, 
Particularly in villages which are not wheat-producing and where distribution 10 
the poor does not reach. On the other hind, signs are not Incking that a move 
Of wheat, especially from the Jeziteh, to the centres of consumption. ix beginning. 
Again, it will not be long before early crops and spring vegetables arrive (0 
Mupplement the people's diet ‘. 

Practical British proposals for dealing with wheat sopplies during the period 
Until July, as well as a concrete scheme for handling 1942's crop, have been put 
forward to the Free French and are now receiving urgent examination by the 
Comité supérieur di Ravitaillement, composed of British, French, Syrian and 

representatives. 
2 Syrias Damasous, 

Great anxiety ix still felt in Damascus over the Wheat situation, Trend 
Auenes start forming at 3 A.M, and in them the wildest rumours citvulate. Sugar 
And rice are not to be found on the markets and the price of food-stufls In general 
{RRtinves to rie Aart from minor indents, hawever, in ueighbouring ¥illoges, 
there have been no disturbances, 

During the week the Prime Minister, Hassan-el-Hakim, fulfilled his 
oft-repeated threat to resign. Tho main reasons he gave were the failure of the 
Free French to take steps to implement the grant of independence and the refusal 
of the President to make certain changes in the personnel of the Cabinet and the 
Ravitaillement Department which he considers necessary to ensure effloiency 
AAs additional, unstated reason is undoubtedly. the virtual usurpation by the 
President of the functions of the Prime Minister, both as regards the Cabinet 
‘and the public. 

ivasbm, the Prime Minister's resignation, which bas throughout been kept 
Private, General Catroux immediately visited Damarcus, In the discussions 
which followed, the the Free French received its frat 
real airing. 
already been 


status, 
of the 
‘légation générale were also. touched upon 
being’ made, 

‘These concessions inister in a much better frame of mind, 
fo that he agreed to withdraw his resiguation. On the subject of Ravitaillement, 
General Catroux assured him that a new tariff applicable to both Syria and the 

non Was being prepared, and also a new scheme for the control of wheat 
upplics, These measures wonld tw promalgated in the pear fature and would 
Tequire the vigorous support of the Syrian Government. in the personnel 
Of the Admintsteation willbe discussed later ia the month, when General Corres 
Visits Damascus for this purpose. 
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It is interesting to note that General Collet bas always expressed himself in 
favour of making concessjons of a wide nature to the independent Syria. Die-bard 
elements in the Délégation générale, however, whether from conviction or the 
fear of losing their posts, have obstructed matters, and it remains to be seen 
whether they will again be succesful in emasculating the measures envisaged 

‘Abdul Ghaffar’ Pasha el Atrash, Minister of Defence and member of the 
leading Druze family, died in Damascus on 8th March. 


8. Aleppo. 
News of the arrests in Damascus and fears of farther possible developments 
have apparently frightened Natioualist elements. Saadullab Jabri cancelled an 
engagement on 6th March, evidently feeling that it was more prudent to keep 
out-of the limelight for the time being. ‘Though a slight to Shukri Quwatli would 
excite Damascus, it is doubtful whether it would arouse much resentment 
Aleppo. Yet local Nationalists are certainly in a position to raise dangero 
feelings against Sheikh Taj's Government should a suitable occasion arise. 

The Ministers of Interior and Supply have been spending some days in the 
north studying the wheat question. They. propose, on their return to Damascus, 
to press the Government for an immediate credit for the purchase of wheat. that 
is said to be available in the Jezireh, to tide over essential requirements until the 
new crop is available. They are opposed to anything resembling the employment 
of force, because the Government, which is admittedly weak, is in any case faced 
with the necessity of imposing higher taxation, and becanse they consider a show 
Of force now would decrease its chances of controlling the new crop. According 
to their plan, it is necessary to buy wheat at about ES, 350 a ton for resale at 
ES. 135 to the poor and at @S. 30 to others. These proposals, which resemble 
the path of least resistance, will receive consideration at the same time as others 
hy the Comité supérieur du. Ravitaillement, 

‘The people remained quiet through the week in the knowledge that the 
Govorninent waa paying attention to the wheat problem. Patience was sorely 

fod: hoveeven, when the bread of the paot appeared one day as a dark green meen 
Abnormal adulteration was doubtless a cause and an enquiry ix proceeding. 
‘There were peaceful but insistent demonstrations in rome of the northern village 
Contrary to the statement made in last week's Summary, a good deal of actual 
hardship is now reported among the population of Aleppo. 

Popular dircontent with the Mohafez, Prosident of the Municipality and 
head of the Ravitaillement, continues, ‘Two petitions containing several hundred 
signatures will shortly be addressed to General Spears. asking for the removal 
Of these three oficial 


4. Home and Hama 
‘The arresta in Damascus and General Collet’s declaration published in the 
be have hud a calming eflecton a public ejected to the vileat propaganda 
f the previous weeks. "The shadow of the concentration camp seems to have 
hushed the ovor-confident assertions of the more vocal Nationalists. Hashim 
Boy el Atassi made an indirect enquiry through the Political Officer as to whether 
tho British were supporting the present Government, or were considering its 
replacement by « Nationalist one with a view to uniting Palestine, Transjordan 
and Syria, Ava meeting of Nationalist notables in Homs, Hashim Rey later 
tudvined caution and moderation, as demonstrations against the present régime 
were likely to be treated as pro-Axis movement by the military authori 
Rising prices and the increase in the lists of those classed as 
continue, to be major local problems, and = numberof petitions have been 
resented against the cost of living.’ Distribution of floar by the American 
Reed Cross, in addition to that ninder the wheat scheme, has hada settling effect 


5. Alaowite Territory. 
There are no events of political importance to record. For the pitrpose of 
cusuring better coordination, » security commities bas been formed, consstin 
of the KS.M. and FSS. officers, the Inspector of the S.S.. the Free French nav: 
officer in-charge, the chief of the Sireté at Latakia and the Political Officer. 


6, Euphrates, Jesirek and Jebel Druze. 


No events of importance have occurred and detailed reports have not been 
received from these areas. 


7, Lebanon 
«The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs visited His Majesty's Chargé 
Affaires on 3rd March and developed at length his reasons for wishing to 
Fesign. These included his dissatisfaction with the Free French authorities, 
notably as regards their failure to hand over additional powers to the Lebanese 
Government and their continued interference in the Lebanese administration: 
his disappointment a finding the Syrian Governinent unprepared to join with 
hhim in a demand for the cession of the “* intéréts communs ”; and his disappoint 
ment at the inactivity and spinelessness of the Lebanese President and his 
Ministerial colleagues. He pressed for guidance as to what we should like him 
to do bat could only be advised to consult his President and to await the return 
of General $ 

‘On 6th March the Délégation générale informed the Lebanese Government 
of their willingness to hand over to them certain services, including the issue of 
Passports, the Diplomatic Bureau, Antiquities, the Gardes mobiles, and the Posts 
And Telegraph. Although a step in the right direction, these concessions are 
regarded in Lebanese circles as quite inadequate. 

[Pie Oppotition party have now formed a * Working Commitee,” containing 
‘members of all religions communities, which ix engaged in drawing up a memo: 
Fandun of its desiderata for presentation to General Spears on bis return. The 


committee is considerably more representative of public opinion than the present 

nese Government, though there have been ibbles over membership and, 
% far, influential Mosiem support has not been enlisted to any great extent. Most 
Of its’ members are more or less pledged to work for an extension of British 
Interests, at the expense of France, in the Lebanon, but this is not. of onrse, 
sated publicly. In spite of disagreements, the Opposition party remains. the 
fwost cobereot political group in the Lebanon. 


It is reported that the Free French Délégné has been sonnding Opposition 
leaders, such as M. Takla, apparently with a view to a possible reconstruction of 
the Naceache Government, nt without any succes as yet 

The Lebaniese Government have been most disturbed by the report that the 
over for the Lebanese fote issue is to be handed over to the recently constituted 
"Caisse centrale de Ia France Libre” in London, on the grounds that they were 
ot cousulted and do not wish to see their currency tied to the Free Frencl 

__. The political excitement in Damascus has had some repercussions in Beifut. 
General Collet’s press communiqué and the arrests of political agitators have 
Aroused adverse comment and it is said that the French authorities, by mentioning 
British support for their action, are endeavouring to escape the unpopularity 
which their own actions have caused. Lebanese Moslems resent the implied 
Inanding of the Nationalist bloe as pro-Axis at a time when their leaders have 

‘At pains to stress their pro-Rritish sentiments, 

Arins_collecting in North Lebanon has ceased, to the general relief, bat 
Gengral Catroux is understood to be contemplating the issue of a general 
Proclamation demanding the surrender of all arms before 81st March under the 
threat of heavy punishment 

Tnitial difficulties in the disteibation of wheat to the poor seem to have been 
smoothed out and the situation in this respect has improved. The prices of 
certain other commodities also seem to have fallen, in some cases no doubt as a 
result of the limitation of bank credi 
burning question in most circles 


§. Press and Propaganda, 


‘The Russian campaign continues to be the centre of attraction in war 
‘ommentaries, while no particular remarks on political subjects are to be noted, 
No local opinion was Fidel ‘on the British bombing of Paris, though Reuters and 
AFL despatches on tho subject were given full prominence. The bombardment 
raised a storm of fury from the enemy's broadcast speakers, who usually described 
it as an attempt to bolster up British morale. Radio Bari, however, interpreted 
the event as a proof of the growing Bolshevik power of Sir Stafford Cripps, 
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CHAPTER IV.—PERSIA. 


(A) General. 
(B 60/24/38) No. 19, 
() 
M. Maisky to Mr. Eden—(Reovited January 4.) 


Sir Soviet Embassy, London, Janwary 1. 1942. 
IN answer to tho momorandum(’) on the Kurd affair in Persia which. you 
were good enough to deliver to M. Molotoy in Moscow on the 20th December, Iam 
instructed by my Government to transmit the enclosed memorandum. 
Accept, &. 
a. MAISRY. 


Ralosure in (1). 


Memorandum 


concerning the anxiety of Turkey regarding 
ovents in Persian Kurdistan delivered by Me. Eden on the 20th December, 1941, 
to M. Molotov in Moscow, the reply ix — 


‘The information on the intention of the Kurds to organise an independent 
State and on the raids by Kurds on Turkish territory has only become known 
to the Soviet authorities from this memorandum which is based on particulars 
given by the Turkish Miniatry for Foreign Affairs. In this respect it is neceseary 
to remark that in that part of Persian territory whore there are Soviet 
0 icidents have occurred, and, generally, the Soviet authorities have no 
cottnexion with such acts of intentions of the Kurds, Nothing is known to the 
Soviet Government about trouble atnong the Kurds which, it is alleged, has been 

ated as & result of assintance given to thee by Soviet troops in 
ioned in the British memorandum, ‘The assertion contai 
Turkish memorand 


jions where no 
Immediately after the arrival of Soviet troops in 
Northern Persia they did their utmost to prevent any conflicts breaking ont 
betwoen tho Kurds and the Persians, and x0 far, in those parts of Persia where 
Soviet troops aro stationed, no conilicts or disturbances have occurred among 
the Kurds 
Thin nevesuary alo to point oat that the Persian Government has not expressed 
‘any dissatisfaction with the behaviour of Soviet troops eed-eis Kurds, and has 
not submitted any complaints to the Soviet Ambassador in Persia. In this 
connexion it can per ioned that, according to information received 
from the Soviet Ambasendor int Tehran, the Persian’ Prime, alunicer, Forugi. 
on the 11th December, 1961, in the presence of the Soviet Ambassador, stated 
o the British Minister at Tehran that the British are supposed to. support 
the Kurds who in a number of districts were taking an unfriendly attitude 
towards the Persians, However, there is no further information to hand on 
this matter, ‘Thus, the Turkish Government should have no reason for anxicty 
fon account of this alleged encouragement of the Kurd population in Persia by 
the Soviet troops with a view to cfeating disturbances there and still less have 
any reason in this counexion to send their troops to the Turco Persian 
frontier. From the above it is clear that there is no cause for estrangement in 
the relations of the Soviet Government with Turkey. 
With regard to the visit made by certain Kurd pablic men to Baku, this 
visit had no political significance and was of a potey caltural natare 
‘The assumption expressed by the British Minister, Sir RW. Balland. that 
Soviet policy in those parts of Persia where Soviet troops are stationed was 


() See No. (2) 


1 


being carried out by organisations on which the Soviet Ambassador had very little 
influence, is without foundation 
Alll the considerations set out above could be transmitted to the Turkish 
ernment if it would be necessary in order to dispel their anxiety, but it should 
pointed out that so far neither the Turkish Government nor the Persian 
wertiment have ever made any démarcke to the Soviet Government on the 
Question raised in the memorandum submitted by Mr. Eden 


January 1, 1942 


UE 85/21/38] ® 
Memorandum communicated to M. Molotov on December 20, 


Turkish Anxiety about Developments in Persian Kurdistan, 


ON the 2nd December Turkish Ministry for Foreign Airs communicated an 
aide-mémoire to His Majesty's Embassy complaining that the Kurds were 
Aiming at establishing an. independent Kurdish State, that they wei 
{Meouraged by the occupying forces in Persia, and that they were raid 
Turkish territory. 

On the Sth’ December the Turkish Secretary-Genoral spoke very earnestly 

this subject and said that the Turkish Government might have to send 
troops to the Turkish side of the frontier. 


ers to Baku. 
vl that thin visit 
informed about it 


On the 11th December the Turkish Government communicated a_ second 
aide-mémoire complaining that communications with Tohran had been virtually 
severed by Kurdish activities, that Kurdish revolutionary elements were b 
definitely encouraged by the Soviet occupying forces, and that a dangerous atate 
Of disorder had resulted 

Although the Turkish Government's information is much exaggerated, there 
is a real danger that these developments may lead to estrangement between the 
‘Turks and the Russians and ourselves, Tt would therefore be helpful if the Soviel 
Government could do something to reassure the Turkish Government. According 
to Sir R. Bullard, the main difficulty is that Soviet political policy in the Soviet 
feupied zone is run by an organisation over which the Soviet Minister at Tehran 
hhas little influence. 





505 /14/34) No. 20, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received January 7, 1942.) 


(No, 211) 
ir, 


Tehran, December 20, 1941 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a note made by the 
lilitary attaché to His Majesty's Legation after an interview with His Majesty 
the Shah. “Major-General Fraser received an invitation to call on the Shab with 
the Minister for War, but when they appeared together the Shah dismissed the 
inister for War and had a private talk with the military attaché, 

2 The Shah bears little resemblance to his father in character, but he 
shares with him a deep interest in the Persian army—an interest fostered 
Service in the army for two or three years. In my despatch No. 147 of the 
Sth October I reported that at my first audience with the Shah “* the main feature 
Of the conversation was His Majesty's preoccupation with the army and. his 
illusions as to its value and to the role it could play in the present war.’ In a 
telegram based on the same interview I had reported that His Majesty talked 
Elle seriously about helping us with an army of 300,000 or 400,000 men, “Tn 
Subsequent talks with myself and others the Shab has shown a keener sense of 
Proportion, but the interest he takes in the army has always heen obvious, and 
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in the interview recorded in the enclosure to the present despatch be has treated 

the subject with some wisdom. It will be remembered that the Cabroet objected 

to the provision about the Persian army in the original draft of the treaty of 

alliance, and asked that the role of the army should be limited to the maintenance 

of internal security; and that the Foreign Office, while they accepted the proposal, 

expressed surprise that the Persian Government could make the humiliating 

proposil that the Persian army should not defend its territory in case of a 

German invasion. A few days before the treaty was initialled the Minister for 

ypened the subject, and asked me what the! Allies would be 

1 the way of supplying arms and equipment) if the Persian 

pled the original draft of the treaty: there were some members 

who thought that the maintenance of internal security. was a mean 

and regretted their request for the limitation of the Persian 

to that role, Lsaid that it was Jate in the day to reopen this question, 

h had been settled in the way the Cabinet bad desired, and that the 

w of the treaty could certainly not be delayed while so difficult a question 

as equipment, &e., for the Persian army was discussed. In any case, T said, 

unless I could be assured that the request came from the Government I could not 

take any official notice of it. M. Sobeily never referred to it again, and T now 

realise that he was speaking for the Shah, whose man he is, rather than for the 

Cabinet, who would hardly dare to insert im the treaty any provision which 

required the Persian army to take part in any circumstances in a foreign war. 

‘The Shah is wrong if he believes that his people share his opinion atout the rile 

of the army, bat he iw right in thinking that the morale of the army needs to 

bo raised, oven for the purpose of maintaining public security, and that it would 

not bq raised unless the army felt that it had apart to play in the defence of 

Persia, Unfortunately, the morale of the army is so low that to rise it would 

equi moro than the prospect of helping to dafend against. a foreign 

saciny, while general politic considerations preclude the isertiog of any wach 
provision in the treaty, 


3. ‘The Shah mentioned to Major-General Fraser a point om which I wax 
sure that he had strong feelings, though he had refrained, doubtless out of 
Piensa frog wean i 


it to me, viz, the fact that the British attacked 
‘ersia without warning. Fle had spoken to me with indignation on one occasion 
of the unheralded Russian attack, and T could wee by the way in which he steered 
way from the subject that this ugly cap fitted His Majesty's Government also, 
Tris well to remember that, however great the material gain we may obtain from 
the Allied ocenpation, the manner in which it, was effected is not to be easily 
distinguished by Porsians from the" treachery "of the attacks without warning 
‘affected by the Germans and the Japanese; and that consequently one of the 
moral arguments on which we build owF ease against the Axis and ite associntes 
carvios litle of no woight in this countey 

4. All foreigners, whether official oF not, who have an opportunity to talk 
with the Shah, come away with a good impression. Even the Soviet Ambassador 
stems to conaider him a sensible voung man. He has the merit which not all his 
Ministors share, of having decided definitely to side with the Allies whatever 
happens. With one or two exceptions, Persians who side with the Allies convey 
an impression that, if they have burnt their boats, they have retained, for mse in 
‘an emergency, a small bat serviceable dinghy. 

T have, be. 


(For the Minister), 
E. E. CROWE, 


is despatch to His Majesty's Ambassadors 
shev, nnd to the Secretary to the Govern- 
Department. 
EEC 


Enclosure in No. 20 
Interview with the Shih, December 8, 1941. 


‘THE Shah said the treaty would be si afew days. He then hoped to 
bring about a much more initimate collaboration. "They had been ineftective 
hitherto in presenting the treaty in a favourable light to the country, but they were 
not experts in propaganda. Would we help? He took exception to the recent 
Times article which hid scomed to say that British diplomacy had been weak in 


73 


not forcing the treaty through more rapidly, and that the Persians were hanging 
back waiting on events in Russia, He thought that was the wrong line for us to 
take; it was a mistake for us to stress Persian hesitation; that was merely giving 
the Germans material for propaganda. Rather should we stress our commanity 
Of interests, our interest in the preservation of Persian independence, our desire 
to see Persia strong. 

‘Neutrality was not possible nowadays. Persia was throwing in her, Jot with 
Us, and he would do his best to convince the country that that was in Persia's 
inierest. He would try to give the country the clear policy that was so evident! 
Heeded. It was essential to restore morale in the army; to do that it was essen 
that the army should feel that it had a part to play in the defence of Persia and 
ot morely to stand aside and Jook on if the Germaus reached Persia. 11 must be 
inspired with a determination to defend Persia against the Axis. ‘That was 
‘essential if morale was to be restored. And unless it was restored the army would 
te useless even for internal security. We could help by propaganda to the effect 
that although Persia now needed « small army in virtue of the alliance, it was 
essential that that army should be efficient not only for present needs, but with a 
View to expansion after the war. We could help, too, by suggesting in our propa. 
Kanda that we appreciated the wisdom of the order to the Persian army to cease 
Tesistance as being in the best interest of Persia 

He much regretted the course events had taken. He felt sure that. we could 
have had all we wanted in this without launching a sudden attack and 
without bringing the Rossians in if it had ever been made clear to, his father 
what it was we wanted and that we meant to have it. His father *attendait 
‘un geste de votre part.”” To present a note at 4 Ast and at the same time launch 
An. tinaunounced attack was not what they had expected from us. But all that 
must be forgotten if we were to achieve anything now. (In spite of this praise 
Worthy sentiment, he reverted to it several times. It obviously rankles,) 

He hoped thar when the treaty was signed we would do something effective to 
eonvince the Kurds that we were entirely out of sympathy with their attempt to 
throw off the Peraian yoke, He knew some Kurds had legitimate grievances and 
hho had given orders chat these should be redressed. But he still seemed to. supect 
that some encouragement was being given to the Kurds from the Iraqi side. 

He referred vaguely once or twice to an“ novord militaire.” He has some. 
thing in mind. 


Comment. 

T was impressed by the Shab, who struck me as being straightforward, reason 
able and simple. He is obviously greatly feeling the humiliation of his.army, with 
Which he associates himself closely. ‘There is something in what he says about 

oed to inspire the army with a determination to defend Persian soil if the 
‘enemy should reach it. It will lead, of course. to demands for certain equipment 
‘of which they are deficient, and 1 don't know whether it is in the power of the 
Shah anid the Government to make such inspiration effective, but it would be of 
‘great value to us if we could rely on the Persian army to defend acrodromes, i, 
Againat parachute troops. 

‘The Shab says the signing of the treaty is going to make a great diferstce 

country will then be definitely committed, He was, I thought, a little 
Pathetic in his appeal for belp. 

(Signed) W. A. K. FRASER, 





1B 198/163/34) No. 21 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Kden—(Received Janwary 10, 1942) 
(No, 202) 
_ HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Scorsiary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honout to transinit 
herewith a copy of a despatch, No. 51 of 30th November, 1041, from Hin Majesty's 
‘at Tabriz, reporting the internal situation at Tabriz. 


Tehran, December 10, 1941 
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Enclosure in No, 21 
Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard. 


(No. 51. | Confidential) 
Sir, Tabris, November 30, 1941. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the situation at Tabriz and in 
Azerbaijan continues to be outwardly quiet, although it is obvious that potential 
disturbance and discontent Tie not far from the surface, The soothgnk aed a 
parts misleading article published by the Minister of the Interior in the Tehran 
press on his retuien from this province probably shows his disquiet, while the 

‘overnor-General and the chief of gendarmerie have been absent together 
‘over a week in the capital at « time when the local situation is certainly no easier 

2. Possibly the attention given to the Azerbaijanis and their problems it 
the Tehran and Istanbul press, after years of neglect and oppression has bel 
to fan their smouldering grievances. Tt is difficult to describe any political 
Movement as yet, but there are undoubtedly private meetings and discussions, 
threats are kniown to be nttered against the Tehran officials here, whom nobody 
imagines to be much changed from the corrupt and inefficient gang they ‘were 
hefore (with the possible exception of the chief of police), stories of Tursophile 
Parties are heard, accusations of Bolshevik machinations are put forward, 
Armenian intrigues are blamed and ite vengeance foretold. Overall hangs the 
‘question of how long the niew and wiloved Shab will last, and even more how lon, 
Yefore the all-powerful German armies will arrive—with or without Turkish 
compliance oF assistance—in the Cancasus and so bring better ardor here 

8. There are still minor incidents in the countryside, but it is dificult. to 
know their seriousness or extent, since both Soviet and Persian authorities hae 
Questioned flatly deny them—untess they reflext wholly on. the other party. The 
bandit Hussent Gholi hax not como in for pardon, as foretold tol me by the 
Governor-General over fussinn geueral hinted to me then 
ng to deal decisively with the may, but Iam 
was parleying with Soviet officers in Miandoab 

to Ardebil,. the newly-inatallod 


ing 
iors, or elve Persian advent 
wearin, forma, A fight wa 
Tabria between Armenian peasants and the gendarmes collecting taxes, in which 
Last week an alfray was said to have occurred 


refused to surrender the usual quota 
sodarmes accompanying ‘him, 
land almost 


the 

fen De ho 
returning whet 

‘A suitable 


bout, 10s.) 
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threatening armed 
some cases it is all 
of revolt. 
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4. [have already reported stories of Russian intrigues among the Kurds 
Gf Azerbaijan, Recently more. parties of such Kurds, somewhat deliberataly 
Haunting their tribal costumes, have been entertained. in Tabriz by Soviet political 
Sificers, taken to cinemas and theatres and shown. Russian troops in barracks. 
The leading cicerones are two Soviet officers named Aliefl and Miroslanoff, both 
ebviously Moslems from Russias Azerbaijan. I have it-on reliable authority that 
About nine Kurdish chieftains in the Saggl-Sauj Bulagh aren had arranged to 
Weet British officers a week ago at Bukan; someone told the Soviet. Political 
Bureau, who immediately sent their officers to collect the chieftains, including 
two who had arrived early in, Bukan. The Kurds were practically bundled into 
Sars under a show of Soviet kindness and hospitality, and taken to Tabriz. Two 
Were acquaintances of mine and tried to get into touch with me, feeling uncom- 

‘in such unwonted Communist intimacy, but were unable to do so. Within 
day or two they were whisked off for a week's trip to sce the wonders of Baku, 

ve not yet returned. In the old days the imperialist Russians used to. try 
and cultivate the Kurds in the hope of support in «ase of nocd in Azerbaijan, 
it is hard to see what hopes the Communist ideologists can have of sl 
Completely individualist, fanatically tribal and bigotedly religious race of men, 
T rallied the Russian Acting G.0.C, mildly on this subject, and ho replied 
Mtolidly that, if the Soviet officers were moving among the Kurds (for once. 1 was 
a denial) t was solely in the interes of general law and. order 
Later on I Jearnt that the Russians had also taken some of the chiefs of the well 
known Shahsavan tribe to Eastern Azerbaijan on thecultural visit to Baku. They 
mist be very proud of something or other there, as a fortnight ago they collected 
so-called representative group of eight Tabriz citizens, inch ing doctor, 
Journalist, a m in, and engineer and #0 on, and took them to Baku,, whence 
Uhey have only just returned, They even invited Government officials’ without 
Sonnalting the Governor-General first, although they afterwards rectified thin 
ip. 

5. A few days ago the Turkish Consul-General told me that some of his 

fommonity had learnt that they were marked down for death by gunmen hired 
the local Soviet Political Burew or Ogpu, and be was very nervous of tho eflect 
such political murders would have on Turkish opinion, Although I saw the 
Point, I did not altogether believe his fears, but oply a few hours afterwards one 
f the victims was, in fact, found shot dead with six bullets in the street outside 
is howe. This was a certain Yusof Ali Bey, a man aged 65, who had been a 
notable at Baku before 1917 and had fled from the Bolsheviks and lived for 
twenty years in Turkey and Persia, My Turkish colleague came to. see me next 
day and was most apprehensive of what might happen in Angora if the further 
murders which he anticipated took place, Already he was being accused, he 
sated, of being too lenient towards the Russians in his reports, aud even this one 
Assassination would create a painful feeling, 

6. Although I did not necessarily believe his statement that the shooting 
‘Was definitely the work of the Ogpa, I knew that. German agents in Angora were 
doing their best to spread atrocity stories against the Soviet authorities in 
Aterbajjan, and decided that, in case there were the slightest truth in the story, 
T had better speak to the Russian military commander, As, Major-General 
Novikofl was away in Tiflis, I saw Major-General Khrashcheff and mentioned the 
danger of any imprudent activities on the part of the Saviet political officers 
hore, as I bad already done both in September and October when I noticed signs 
of undesirable zeal in that direction. I could not tell whether be already knew 
of the alleged political murder, but he received my remarks very fairly and. said 
that it must be the work of agents provoeateurs, adding that all his staff were 
Animated only by their strict orders to avoid interference in internal affairs in 

sia, to respect local feelings, and so on. 

Of course, I accepted his comments, but personally. I cannot. persuade 
myself that the Ogpu is as harmless here as all that. In previous reports T have 
described their somewhat ridiculous goings-on, and at the theatre on the Soviet 
Anniversary of the 7th November I had the opportunity of seoing the heads of the 
Politruk lined up on the stage, firing off speeches one after another, and a more 
Sinister-looking lot it would take a William le Queux to describe. The most 

ister is a Colonel Yarkoff, who appeared only about a month ago, and since 
then I have sensed a growing influence of this unbealthy political side over the 
whole Soviet staff and garrison. T feel that eshaps Major-General Novikof! is 
‘Strong enough to resist it, but unfortunately be is often away (or ill), and Colonel 
Yarkoff has plenty of scope with the rest. I suspect that it war he who hindered 
the British official war correspondents early in the month from doing any useful 
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Yeporting oF photographing here at Tabriz, arid he who has lately hindered Major 
Proctor, our liaison officer, from establishing any contacts with Soviet officers 
‘under the rank of a major-general, which is absurd. 
8, Persinns often 'say to me in a shocked tone how much propagunds the 

Russians are doing, but they never seem to be able to give any precise detail 

fowever, this week appeared what everyone admitted a magnificent - 
ganda documentary film, deating with life in Soviet’ Armenia. Some local 
Armenians have, of course, expressed a desire to go to the U.SS.R. (at the time 
‘when tables were set in the street at one place for signatures), bat I hear that the 
Soviet authorities have #0 far shown no hurry to accommodate them after all. 1 
continue to hear of nervoustiess among mariy Armenians, who fear dire conse- 
quences if the Russian military forees suddenly leave Persia and leave them to 
the merey of the local Moslems. ‘The Turkish Consul-General professes to me to 
be in a fix over this problem, as most of his Turkish subjects here are Armet 
who would rush to his consulate at the first sign of trouble ‘oF impending 
massacre, and he fears that the premises would be attacked by a murderous mob 
His fears may be a little exaggerated, but aro by no means groundless, as in the 
Jast war the local popalation did attack and massacre Armenians in the consulates 
in Tabriz—and probably would do so again. ‘This applies equally to the British 
Consulate, which has no defences at all and is on the edge of the Armenian 

juarter. If the Russian troops should suddenly leave, the local police, as T have 
Already reported, anid nx the chief of police himself co fidentially admits, would 
bbe quite incapable of preserving public order, and it is to be hoped, therefore, 
that from a goneral stanidpoint some British troops could be sent here in time 
before the Soviet forces moved out, ‘The alternative would most probably’ be 
massacres for a day oF a couple of days, and then a Torkish military invasion of 
Western Azerbaijan, possibly ay far as Tabriz with armoured cars, which could 
reach bere in absint nine hours from the frontier 

9. I leatt that this season tho sugar output at the Miandoab factory has 
amounted to only 1.135 tons instead of the normal production of 5,000 tons, which 
is w set-back to all in this district, Aw F wrote tefore, the Kurdish cultivators of 
sugar-beot were either so busy looting that they did not worry to lift the crop, or 
else they kuew that transport was so searce that they gave their beet to their 
cattle to eat, Only 7,000 tons of beet reached the factory instead of about 30,000 
needed 
‘Tho Governor of Tabriz tells me that the Russian military authorit 

hore have received orders from the Soviet Embassy in Tehran to release the 
200 Persian officers shut up since last Angust, but that they decline for no given 
owe to carry thet ot.” Thin conulate is continually npproached by pal 
groups of wives and children to obtain the release of these olficors, who aro 
Udoubeedly én bad aad aneaitable quarter, are nok permitted to receive food 
from thoir families and not now allowed to visit the loeal baths, xince same junior 


officers escaped while doing #0, 
The I 


i Russian military authorities continue to eccupy two of the four 
telegraph lines between Tabriz and ‘Tebran, although obviously they ca have 
Aittle cause these days for doing so. Yet when T flew to Tehran last week they 
vent four tolegrams about mo by the Persian telegraph office instead of by their 
‘own (incidentally sending the cost afterwards to the consulate), and Tam reliably 
‘informed that whenever General Novikofl himself wishes to telegraph to Tehran 
he nses the non-military wires, It took six days for a wire from this consulate to 
reach Moscow in September by military line, and nearly a fortnight for the reply 
to get here, marked "* Immediate, re-repeated. 

12, Among the at the Tabriz. custom-house seized by the Russi 
authorities in September as being German property were twenty-six Swedis 
radio sets addressed to an Iraqi firm in Tehran. Although T have teen trying 
‘antinually to obtain the return of these goods since then, and orders have beet 

ven to that effect, no results have heen achieved, and the local Russian Trade 
mmissioner admits that neither he nor anyone else knows where the wrotigly- 
seized packages are. Similarly, nothing has teen heard of the lorry seized from 
siti subject by the Red Army tn Abgot Dat. 
ve, &e 


FAG. COOK. 





(B 320/23 /34) No, 22. 
Mr. Eden to Sir 8. Cripps (Kuibysheo) 


15, 
‘aaa Foreign Office, January 13, 1942. 

DURING the course of a conversation with the Soviet Ambassador this 
‘afternoon his Excellency said that I would remember speaking to him about 4 
Bumber of proposals for amendments to the Anglo-Soviet-Persian ‘Treaty and 
that I had written to him saying that T had heard that the Soviet Ambassador 
in Tehran had been instructed to agree to certain proposals for an exchange of 
Telters which would accompany the treaty. M. Maisky had now, however, 
Teceived information, which was no doubt in response to his original telegram, 
to say that the Soviet Government agreed with us that the treaty should now 
be signed without further amendments and that the Soviet Ambassador in Tehran 
had been instructed to join with Sir R. Bullard in pressing the Persian 
Government to agree to an early signature. 

Tam, &e. 
ANTHONY FD) 


(E 3854/26/65) io, 23, 
Mr. Eden to Sir 8. Cripps (Kuibyrheo), 
(No. 21) Toy eet 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 13, 1942 

THE Soviet Ambassador called on the 15th January to inform mo of his 
Government's view regarding the control of the Trans-Tranian Railway... The 
Soviet Government were unwilling to agree that Tehran should be the point of 
division between the British-controlled and the Soviet-controlied portions of tho 
Hine. ‘This arrangement would leave the Soviet authorities: in control of the 
comparatively short section between Tehran and the Caspian. The Soviet 

reriment maintained their view that Qum would be the best point of division, 
‘The Soviet Government understood that the British authorities might wish to 
have the use of the railway workshops at Tehran, and they would. be prepared to 
allow the British authorities the full use of these workshops. M. Maisky thought 
‘that, with this arrangement regarding facilities for the, British authorities to 
tus the Teliran workshops, the Soviet Government's saggestion that Qum should 
be the division between the British and Soviet controlled sections of the line was 
Teasnable and ought to be accoptable to Hix Majesty's Government, 

2 T informed M. Maisky that I did not think his sauggention. would ‘be 
regarded as acceptable by the British authorities; but 1 would have it examined 
at once. 

B. The Ambassador then said that he had instructions also to approach 
te on the question of priorities for goods entering Persia from the south. There 
had teen some disagreement on this subject between the British and Soviet 
authoritios at Tehran. The British authorities had maintained, on instructions 
from London, that Persian civil requirements should be given first priority, that 
goods for the Allied troops in Persia should take the sscond place, whereas transit 
Senda for Sovint Rusia abould only be regarded a8 falling within a third category 
of priority. The Soviet representatives had contested these proposals and hed 
‘argued that transit goods for Soviet Russia ought to have a higher place, ‘The 
Soviet Government now wished to propose a compromise, whereby there should he 
two categories of priority for goods: tho fist category would consi of ti root 
important Persian civil requirements, of military goods in transit to the Soviet 
Union, and of the goods required by the Allied troops in Persia; the second 
eategory would consist of other less important transit goods for the Soviet Union. 
‘and other less important goods for Persia. 

4. informed M. Maisky in reply that I thought that the instructions sent 
to the British authorities in Tehran on this subject were being altered. We 
had some time ago reached the conclusion that the whole system of priorities 
by category was not entirely satisfactory, and that it would be better to replace 
it by a system based on percentages, whereby definite percentages would be 
allocated for essential Persian requirements, for goods in transit for the Soviet 
Union and for the military requirements of the Allied forces in Persia. I 
Promised to let M. Maisky have full details of these latest proposals, and of the 
Present position Tan 46 

ANTHONY EDEN. 
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(B 4765/23/94; No, 26 


Mr. Kien to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran). 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 2, 1942. 
THE Persian Minister called on me to-day to give a message from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs aboot the suggestion that a third annex in the form 
of an exchange of notes containing certain assurances should be added to the 
treaty. Mr. Tagizadch explained that there was no question of amending the 
text. of the treaty itself and that the object of these assurances was only to 
elucidate certain points atout which members of the Majlis felt that the treaty 
tras nol entirely cent.” In view of their genuine efforts ts asnre the 9 )proval 


of the Majlis for the treaty. the Persian Government were disappointed that His 
Majesty's Government had hitherto shown an uncompromising attitude over these 
assurances, to which the Soviet Government had already agreed. ‘They would be 
much embarrassed if they had to tell the Majlis that His Majesty's Government 
were riot prepared to consider any of the suggestions which they had put forward, 
and the Minister begged that, as his Government had made every effort to 
co-operate loyally with us, we would ngree to the assurances for. which they 
asked, 


2 I said that the treaty negotiations had already dragged on far too long 
and that T could not continie to be faced with repeated requests for farther 
amendments, T made allowances for the fact that when the Soviet forces were 
withdrawing in South Russia the Persian Government had felt reluctant to 
commit themselves on tho aide of the Allies. But the danger of a German 
invasion of North Persia had been removed and with it the justification for 
delaying the treaty on this score. I also unaerstood the Persian Government's 
anxiety that British and Soviet forces should be withdrawn trom Persin after 
tho war, But, since the treaty wax the sheetanchor of their security in this 
Fowpect, [wits at a lows to understand their continued reluctance to sign it 

4B.” An to the four proposed aasirances, I explained to Mr. Taqizdeh that 
there was no longer any question of our agrecing to the original third nasurance, 
but that T thought we could go some way to meet his Government’ wishes, on 
the other three.” We had made certain proposals to the Soviet Government. but 
hhad not yot heard their: reactions. T then told the Minister that, whether at not 
His Majesty's Government agreed to thee assurances, he would te well advised 
to tell his Government that it was really emential for them to sigh the treaty 
without further delay, In view of the grent authority enjoyed by the Prine 
Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, I conld not believe that. his 
Government could not secure the immediate agreement of the Majlis, and, for 
my part, T war not prepared to wait indefinitely 

‘Mr. Tagizadeh explained that his Government were somewhat disturbed 
‘at the absence of nny reference to our intentions towards Persia in my. recent 
spoceh dealing with my conversations at Moscow. I pointed out that, once the 
treaty was signed, we should be in a position to make information on tatters of 
thin sort available to the Persian Governnient. in the same way as we now kept 
‘our other Allies informed. “At the same time, I coald assure him that his 
Government need have no fear that anything was said at Moscow which was in 
any way prejudicial to their intareats 

5. Finally, Me; Tagizadeh said that his Government were much disturbed 
at recont developments in Persian Azerbaijan, He handed me a memorandum 
‘on the present position, of which a copy is enclosed. I emphasised that. the 
Persian Government should discuss questions of this sort with the Soviet 
Ambassador in Tehran or through their own Ambassador in Moscow, since the 
Russians preferred that such matters should be put to them direct, and st wee 
difficult for us to act as intermediaries. I promised to consider the memorandum, 
but urged the Minister to advise his Government not to delay signature of the 
treaty on account of these developments in Azerbaijan 

Tam, de. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 


7” 


Enclostire in No, 24 


Memorandum communicated by the Persian Minister 


Some Facts desereing the Attention of the British Government. 


THE Iranian Government are sincerely animated with goodwill and whole- 
ited co-operation with the Allies in spite of the fact that the proceedings in 
Sonnexion with various preliminary and necessary stages of the negotiations and 
Passing of the Bill presented to Majliss and the conclusion of the treaty have 
Perhaps appeared to have been rather protracted. 
‘The Iranian Government have undoubtedly spared no effort to. expedite 
far as possible, within the constitutional and parliamentary rules of procedure, 
“obtaining of a free open vote. which they believe to be in the spirit of the 
Policy and. corresponding to the intentions of the British Government. They 
whole-heartedly wish to become a faithful Ally of the British nation and to join 
allother free nations who have the cause of international justice at heart. They, 
regret sincerely, and to be frank, are bitterly disappointed about, certain 
Actions by the forces of one of the Powers with whom the alliance is projected 
and who are controlling some of the northern parts of the country. A series of 
Lupleasant events (a few of which are given below) have taken place in the zone 
Mbore the Russian armed forves are stationed, which are contrary. to the 
etpsctations of the Tranian Government, who find uhem unjust and incompatible 
With the spirit of alliance, which should produce closer and friendlier relationship 
between the two nations — 


allow even the goods belonging to the Iranian Government to be cleated and 
transported elsewhere. 
2° They weaken the authority of the Iranian Government in thoas parta'by 
Preventing them from enforcing fully the Jaws of the country, as a reatlt of 
Which many people refuse to pay taxes, creating a serious loss in the income of 
Country whieh may powibly precipitate w finsuclal erst They are actirally 
interfering in the internal affairs of the country and are placing’ a limit on the 
Bumber of the police force and gendarmerie, not allowing the policing forces of 
Tran to be despatched against brigands and law breakers, thus hindering the 
establishment of law and order. 
_ 5. ‘They encourage the workmen of factories to strike, and when unpleasant 
incidents take place and crimes are committed, they prevent the guilty men from 
bein arrested and promeuted. d ; 
heir ostensibly irresponsible agents spread strong propaganda amongst 
the Iranians, arranging for some of the turbulent elements to travel to Baku, 
Where they are trained for the purpose of actively engaging in dangerous 
ropaganda and are sent back to Kurdish provinces, where they make ‘open 
Setotteations in Tavear of the Sort system mixed with separatist tendencies. 
Tn one instance a procession was arranged in the town of Rezitich, when pictates 
$f M. Stalin were demonstrated, thongh the last point in itself may appear to 
armless. 
7. The latest information received by the Iranian Government is to the 
fflect that the Kurds and so-called Assyrians in Rezaieh (who are, by the way, a 
ful of the rest of Nestorians, not exceeding 15,000 altogether, “but 
Revertheless aspiring to revive the Empire of Assurbanepal'!) have formed a 
Sommittce, called the “* Salvation Committee," and are threatening the officials 
OF the Government in order that they may be forced to leave the province and 
to place the control of the country in their own hands. ‘These unruly people have 
killed a number of persons, inchiding the Chief of Police Intelligence, and have 
threatened the governor with assassination. In the district of Maku the Russian 
military authorities have sent a warning to the Government departments that 
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the present offials should leave and their places-be taken by Turkish speaking 
officials, Recently the pressure of the Kurds and the intrigues of their Russian 
protectors foreed the Governor-General of Rezaich and a number of Iranian 
officials to leave the city, and the Kurds of the surrounding districts are 
themselves contemplating ‘the appointment of a governor-general and other 
governors, They have formed a committee, which includes also.a few Russians. 
who are no doubt the leading spirits. The actions of this committee are all of a 
separatist. nature. 

S$. They have opened the Persian frontier in the Iranian province of 
Azerbaijau to the free entry of people from the U.S.S.R. withont the obserrance 
of frontier formalities, and are sending undesirable and destitute persous who 
may be a charge on them into Tran, thus creating misfortunes and a burden for 
the Lraniam people. 

9. In various districts of Mazanderan, in the Caspian’ Province of Iran, 
the unruly and eriminal elements have run amok and have begun to commit all 
sorts of acts of violence. Tn the district of Khalkhal, in Azerbaijan, many bands 
are formed and have clashed with the Iranian gendarmerie, All these unpleasant 
happenings are mainly due to the fact that the Russians not only do not permit 
the Iranian forces to enter their so-called zone of occupation,” bat they are 
bringing pressure on the authorities to reduce unduly to the extreme degree the 
tnumbor‘of police and gendarmerie stationed here 

10. ‘The last but not least, and in fact the moxt important, breach of Iranian 
independence, integrity and national pride as well as weakening of the control 
of the country and the constitutional influence of the Central Goverument ix 
that by Communist propaganda on the one hand, and the atill more dangero 
matter of neparatist. propaganda on the other hand, spread in the important 
provinces of Iran, which are historically the most ancient. and moat attached 
Vital members of the body of Iran, the coontey finds itself seriously and gravely 
Threatened with the postbility of the link with her most faithful people ben 
‘weakened, and even severed, throvgh artificial agitations, The pretexts, snc 
as the inhabitants of certain parte of the country speaking another dialect, ie., 
‘Turkish or Kurdish, are no more plausible than a possible separatist movement 
Marted by agents of a foreign Government in Scotland and Wales on the ground 
that the Welsh or Scotch, who are. ax we know, true Britons, spenk in their own 
Hinleot between themselves. ‘The Kurds, for instance, are, without a shadow of 

oubt, Iranians by race and language and there is no ground whatsoever to 
start an artificial movemont of independence or irredentisa among them, 

Thus all the elements hostile to the integrity and independence and the 
national unity of Iran are obviously finding protection from the local agents and 
the forces of the "occupying ” army in the north in. theie separntiat. and 
‘undesirable activities. All theve activities no doubt can take place with impunity 
only. on account of the above-mentioned facts, namely, the prevention of the 
Tranian policing force from being sent there, 

These are the facts, and whoever perpetrates or encourages thei cannot 
protend a sincere friendship for the country with whom a closer friendship 
proposed to be promoted into an alliance exists 


‘The higher Russian authorities naturally may not accept responsibility of 

having a hand in auch matters, but the plain fact is that ‘al Fees jleasant 

events are actually happening in their oe of “occupation.” cither by their 
° 


troops stationed there or by the turbulent people encouraged by them or relying 
‘on their protection. and consequently the authority of the Central Governient 
is being weakened in those parts by them, ‘This state of affairs, whoever may be 
Sesponsible for it, must certainly be stopped if a true friendship even more worthy 
than the formal alliance is to be consolidated between Tran and her close friends 
and neighbours, and if the spirit of the Atlantic Charter as it is understood 
Tran shoutd tind application to the weak: as well as to the stron 
Tt is a sincere hope of the Iranian Government that the British Government 

could. see their way to use their friendly influence and good offices to help them 
in persuading the Soviet Government to apply a stricter control over their local 

‘nts and prevent similar direct and indirect interferences, which are no donbt 
of a nature that may disturb the friendship now happily established between the 
two nations. 
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B $93/23/94) Na 35. 
Mr. Eden to Mr. Baggallay (Kuibysher). 


Foreign Office, January 22, 1942. 

wiet Ambassador came'to see me this afternoon, whet he told mo 

that the Soviet Goverument had considered my suggestions’ in respect of the 

Persian Treaty, as set out in Sir O. Sargent's letter of 17th January, and they 

fad asked his Excellency to say that they agreed with them. Instructions in this 
ene had been sent to the Soviet Ambassador at Tehran. 

‘2 [thanked the Ambassador and said that I was grateful to the Soviet 
Government for thus changing their plans again to fall in with our ideas. T much 
hoped that we should now secure the signature of the treaty within a few days. 

3. The Ambassador went on to say that he had received my memorandum 
about the situation in Persian Kurdistan and he had forwarded it to his 
Government. The Ambassador seemed somewhat concerned by the: picture we 
had painted in the memorandum, and his Excellency said that he found it very 
dificult to believe that the local Soviet authorities could in fact be behaving in 
this way. in view of the assurances which he bad previously received from his 
Government as a result of the representations which T had thade to him, 1 said 
that I feared that the position was as depicted and it might. be that the local 
‘authorities were showing rather too much zeal, Such things had been known to 
happen before in the history of more than one country, AL the same time I wished 
the Soviet Government to know that I advised both the Turkish and the Persian 
Governments to speak to them direct in thee matters Tt way my view that botter 
results could probably be obtained that way, 

4. The Ambassador thanked me and said that he would let me have a reply 
ina fow day 

Tam, &e. 


NTHONY. EDEN 


E 5852/57/34) No, 26. 
Consul Vaughan: Russell to Mr. Eden —(Receined January 26, 1942.) 
(No. 18), 
HIS Majesty's coum! at Kermanshah presents his compliments to Hix 


Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and hax the honour to 
trait to him a copy of Kermanshah Diary for the month of December 1941. 


Kermanshah, December 31, 1941 


Kermanshah Dinry for the month of December 191 


L—Reciew of the General Situation, 


THE situation here further improved during the month of December. ‘There 
has been Jess brigandage and the better state of security which has recently 
prevailed has enabled merchandise and produce to cirvolate fairly feeely through- 
‘out the district and has also made it ible for farmers to plough and sow in 
districts which were considered unsafe last October and Noyember. 

‘2 In Kurdistan the sitnation has not changed appreciably during the past 
month; General Sahbakhti’s very perfunctory effort—aif it deserves to be called 

‘Mfort—to negotinte with the Kurds yielded no results. The attack of the 
Kurds upon a British patrol on the 11th December and the Kurds’ more threaten 
Ing auitude towards the Persian garrison at Divandere, provided General 
Shahbakhti with an excuse for abandoning any pretence of negotiating and for 
attacking the Kurds The latter were bombed on the 20th December, but this 
activity yielded little iu the way of results and the situation is now much the 
Same as it was at the end of November, except that the withdrawal of the Kurdish 
rebels from Diwandere towards Sakkiz has relieved the pressure upon Sanandaj 
(Senna 
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pple of filme 
awaited, 


1—Recent Derelopments in Kurdistan, 


5. December opened with the Kurdish rebels awaiting some sign frot the 
Persian authorities that negotiations would take place and that their legitimate 
grievances would be listened ta. Negotiations, properly speaking. were: never 

ttetmpted by Genoral Shahbakhti and the latter's short visit to Sanandaj ii 
November did nothing to give the Kurds grounds for thinking that their com. 
plaints would be examined. Tt was not surprising that, after they saw how the 
general attempted to play off the Galbaghi tribe against the rest of the Kurdiah 
tribes and made no offort to negotiate, Kurdish rebel leaders decided 10 renew theit 

pressure upon the Persian 

lighting their oppressors, 

Rashid, threatened the villa north of Sanandaj 
(Senna), ven Senn racked had not the Officer Com- 
manding Bri to Mohammed Rashid that ony 
advance upos re wreat to the local British garrison, 


* my naortanate incident. took place, Thin 
ig of a small British military. patrol by a party of 
Kurds-on tho 11th December on the Divandere Senna toads ax the attack took 
placo:wfter dusk it is not unlikely that the Kurds (for it wems fairly certain that 
they, and not Persians, wore responsible for the attack) may have mistaken the 
lorries, &e., conveying our troops in the direction of Diwandere for w Per 
military convoy. At any rate General Shabbakhti seems to have takon a seriou 
viow of thin attack and determined that the Kurdish rebels should be crushed 
without furthor delay. On the 14th December he caused a proclamation ter le 
published in the local newspaper, denouncing the Kurdish rebels and threatening 
to destroy them if they did not surrender... Oo, the 1th December. 12,000 leaflets 
briefly the attitude of Hix Majesty's Government with rmgard to the 
Prownt situation in Kurdistan wore handed to General Shahbakhti for distribn. 
tion, especially in Kurdistan. On the 17th December the leaflets were dropped 
over various parts of Kurdistan, ‘There are unconfirmed reports that. on the 
sae day hota. were aso dropped. Owing to stormy weather, no tombs oul 
take the air on the 15th and 19th December: of the 20th December. however, 
known that bombs were dropped over rebel-occupied distri 


have been received, 40 far, describing the reactions of the 

bing attacks, bat iis tobe feared that if bomb were dropped 
upon the Kurds almost before the leaflets emanating from this consulate had (ene 
utter to the ground. the bombing will be regarded by the Kurds as having been 
‘ish-inspired. Although they have so far been extremely pro-British and have 

to some extent been Cea to believe that they will receive 

dispute with the Persians through British intervention, it i 

Kurds—not only in Persia, but also their kinsmen and 


is 
aa i a 
Persia's frontiers—will now feel that they have been betrayed by us and that a 


violent anti-British reaction may be produced 
7. There iv sign thatthe puthication of the leaflets describing the attitude 
of His Majesty's Government has created better and more friendly feeling for us 


3 


in Persian circles here; indeed the reaction of General Shabbakhti was distine 
Unsatisfactory and, instead of being grateful for this expression of Brit 
support. for the Persian. Government, he expressed disappointment. that ob 
Menbets did oe go into picaiot decal and did act condoms the Rade i bore 
‘compromising language. 

8. The end of the year finds the Persian army very satisfied at the relief of 
Diwandere and the Kurds dejected after haying been driven out of Diwandere 
to the northwards towards Sakkie. 

Tn conclusion, the situation can only be described as tinsatistactory, ae the 
state of prolonged disorder in Kurdistan has not been bronght much nearer to 
an end; indeed, the Persians have so far made no progress in restoring U 
Authority in the north and west. of Kurdistan, and the rebels are still. exorcising 
Some form of authority in those parts, It is doubtful whether the Persian 
tlitary forces will make any serious attempts to drive the rebels out of Kurdistan 

fore next April, as wintry conditions make operations extremely dificult and 

‘conditions would probably favour the defending forces, (¢,, the Kurds, 


TIL —Persian Army and Gendarmerie 


®, General Shabbakhti received: reinforcements daring December fram 
Tehran and these have been sent to strengthen Persian garrisons in Kutistan, 
lorale of officers and men remains fairly low. Many caves have, however. been 
reported of Persian officers and men having made anti-British utterances; these 
ings of “what the Persian soldiers will do to our troops when they get 
" have been by no means isolated cases: Anti-British feeling continues to 
be strong atnong all ranks of the Persian army; there ix, however, litte likelihood 
that the Persians would dare to provoke a fight with our troops, for whom they 
have a wholesome respect. After the treaty with Persia confers upon the latter 
the status of an ally, it will bo interesting to see how Persian officors and mon will 
ido their fechings and to what extent social intercourse between British and 
Persian officers will follow. General Shahbakhti appears, on the surface, to be 
iondly, bub if these sentiment were sincore, it ix certain that antiBBritish feoling, 
nong his officers and men would be far less general, for he hax enongh authority 
And prestige to influsnce the outlooks and opinions of all the troops under hie 
‘command. Tt is obvious that be hax made no attempt to create a more friendly 
focling towards Britain. for, had he done s0, the fact would soon be known, 

10. The Gendarmerie in gradnally gaining strength and tmany posts along 
the main road (which were abandoned two or three monthe ago) are now manned 
With large and comparatively. keen bodies of Amniohs, It may be that, ow 
that the weather in unpropitious for the activities of twigands and that the 

agers of encounters with armed robbers are now more remote, servieo inthe 
Gendarmerie has again become popular. 


IV.—Persian Administration, 


11) General Shahbakhti has continiiod to manage without a Civil or 
mary Governor in Kermitvhab for several weoks and fins dealt. with 
Administrative problems himaelf. It i¢ now confirmed that tho recently nominated 
Military Governor, Brigadier (Sartip) Afkhaini, will not take over this post 
Another candidate, ie. Amir-i-Kull Zonganeh, & former poremmor and ove, of 
Kermanshah's members in the Majlis, has teen proposed for the post. In the 
absence of an Ustandar, Shabbakhti has been administering this province and, 
fo rumour uate amassing quite a fortune while doing to 
12. The Persian Government departinente aro all hopelessly overstaffed and 
pificials and employees in them are invariably underpaid. To wield an axe 
‘and to remove nnsuitable, uuwarited employees is virtually impossible, it seems, 
for the Direétor of Finance here (an apparently able and honest official) has tried 
fo do so and has bewailed the fact that, of the $00 men on his department's salary 
list, nearly half are utterly useless and ought to be pousioned off. He states that 
Tecently put forward to the Ministry of Finance an ingenious suggestion for 
Belting rid of the surplus staff, but thai his proposals were rejected; as his ideas 
Were worthy of a better fate they are briefly described hereunder >— 


He suggested that each employee whose services were not required should 
be offered a Inrge plot of ground as compensation for having to leave 
Government service; the ground should be provided from the thonsands of 
square miles of Crown jands which are lying idle nnd unexploited throtizhout 
Versia. In this way all partics—the State, the Administration und the 
community as a whole—would stand to gain. 
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V.—Economie Situation. 


General Obsereations —The upward trend of all prices has continued 
during the past month and there are no signs here that the Persian Government 
hing a jitempt to arrest this, movement.” Stocks of imported 
whandise are rapidly dwindling here and in consequence prices are rising 
sharply from day to day. To quote two examples: (a) \ Germanmide 
lamp, which could be bonght here for 250 rials in July last, cost 
60 rials in Noveniler and cannot now be obtained for less than $00 rials: (b) a 
{amp chitney-glas which cost 12 Fils in duly rose to 14 rals in October and 
ow costs 18 rials. Even the inferior Tehvan-made Tamp-glasses, which cost 
4.5 rials cach in, July Inst, have risen to the monstrous price of © fiale, | While 
price increases i d, if not justified, in the case of imported 
‘goods, the consi in prices of locally-produced commodities aud goods 
aro inexcusable. ‘Tho trouble is entirely due to the cupidity of most Persians, who 
sare by nature profiteers and boarders almost to a man. ‘They wil close theif eyes 
to Porsia’s great need for wheat and will quite cheerfully smuggle wheat. or 
other producs out of Persia in order to make large profits by selling on a market 
whore prices are much higher: Never satisfied with reasonable mangin of profit 
(say 8 to 10 por cont,) merchants expect a return of 25 per cent. oF much more 
on thoir investments and commercial transactions; prices are bound to soar under 
‘nich conditions mnless ebergetic action is taken by the Government. Actually, 
ng is being done here and this admittedly difficult problem is not receiving 
mont attention it desorves, If the question of price contrel is neglected 
¥ cast serious discontent and thix ix certain to manifest itself in increased 
anti-British feoling: our troops will, not unnaturally. te regarded ax havin, 
hy their entry into Persia, oreated the econotnic chaos which set in. throughomt 
Persia x from the time of thoir arrival. It seems important, therefore. that in 
‘our own interests, the above-mentioned sitaation should be brought to the notice 
ment and thot the latter should be urged to take immediate 
heck profiteoring and to control pricen ax far ns possible 

(0) Wheat. 

14. Tho wheat situation is reported to be satisfactory at present and th 
snows and rains which have fallen during’ December. shoutd, improve: exp 
Drospeets for 1942. ‘The benoficial December rains should result it, stocks, cit 
Whett-hitherto hidden and hoarded in rural districts and held in reserve lout 
ext year's crop shoal! be poor—bning ronght into the towns for tale to the 
Wheat Monopoly Company. TU in not quite certain whether wheat rowers have: 
held tack the grain which they will require for apring sowing or whether ther 
havo already sold all wheat harvested ty them lave summer: there in: howonee 
reason to believe that sufficient wheat haa been held back by growers for antamn 
and spring sowings. No grain shortage should, therefore. urcur in this district 
loforn the 142 harvest becomes available, as local supplies ure, according to 
statistics furnished hy roliahle Persian soutves, expecter to he anit ‘ent for this 
diatrict's requirements—provided that Tehran and other towts in Persia do mt 
‘Irnw ‘upon. thin district's reserves and provided also that unexpectadly: large 
quantities of grain are not emaggled out of Persia tnto Traq during the next 
fow months 


(b) Sugar, 

15, Local sugar supplies will be exhausted in @ or § weeks; the production 
of the’ Shuhabad: Sugar’ Refinery (under 1,000. tons and. nat Lado" Canon 
previously estimated) will, when made available for supplyinig the nesds of t 
district. provide only 4 or 5 months” supply. By the month of June, therefore, 
there should remain tio stocks locally, unless sugar is transferred to thie distr 
in the meantime from elsewhere in Persia or unless imported sugar can be 
obtained. Supplies from Ahwaz are expected to be sent here within the next 

onth oF #0, 


(0) Rice. 
16. The situation has eased in recent weeks and sufvient suppliee 
ayailable for the public, but prices are now 60 to 80 per cent, ote aha ca 
or 4 months ago; hest quality rice was 840 rials per batman in August, whereas 
it is now sold at 15 to 16 rinks per batman. Tt may be added that owing ner the 
enormous increase in the prices of rice and raughan (ghee) the coment ce 
rice (Persians’ most popular food) has heen reduced catsiderably a? 


(@) Cotton and Woollen Lioods. 

17. There isa shortage of most materials in the bazaars here and prices have 
Fisen considerably in consequence. Supplies from weaving centres in Persia, such 
Ss Tafahan, Tabriz, Shab and Yeud, have been arriving. in much ‘reduced 
Quantities, as a result chiefly of the increased demand in the places where th 
Textiles were manufactured and also hecause of the difficulty in securing lorric 
for transporting merchandise to this part of Persia : 

Stocks of imported woollen goods are rapidly nearing exhaustion and prices 
ave risen by several hundred per ceat., as further supplies may not reach Persia 
Until after the end of war, Tmported cotton yoods (e.g., white shirtings, mulls, 

lians "* (for linings), prints, &e., which are much in demand here) are quite 
Unobtainable. Although a few bales of Russian cotton goods have appeared in 
shops here, the quantity has been quite negligible and it hax not affected local 
market prices 


(©) Other Commodities 
18. In gencral supplies are short, but not so short as to justify fears thi 

Within a few months the public will not have enough to eat or will nol be able 

lo got materials for its clothes The price of fuel (wood) has, of course, rive 

seadily in recent weeks and is now at a record winter level, but, ax it in iormal 

for wood and charcoal to cost more in winter than at any other (ime of the year, 

Complaints concerning this price increase are difhiult. to justify in view of the 
it demand for fuel and the smallness of supplies, especially ay these have to 

brought to the towns from remote country districts, 


(1) Wager and Salaries 

19. There has beon a general rine in wages and slarios in the past fow 
months; not only have Persian Government employees had their wagos tnioreasest 
by 40 to 100 pet cent. (as cotnpared with the salaries paid one year ago), but 
Private employers of Iabour have alo increased the wages of their workmen or 
‘employees recently, in view of th wuts rise in. the cost of living, which has 
been continuing uninterruptedly during the past six or seven youre 


VI.—British Propaganda Efforts in this District 


20. British propaganda activity in this district hay been. wnavoid 
Teatricted for many weeks past owing to lick of staff and also ax the row 
the failure of the responsible authorities (o supply to thix consulate sufi 

Preptganda material in Persian) and to supply, above all, prtable radio. 
madcasting equipment, portable cinema apparatus and films for the same. 


21. Despite these handicaps a modest start hav been made in the up-bil task 


of trying to influence public opinion here. Tn order to make it possible for the 
Public to hear the news broadcasts from London every evening, under cover inxtead 
Of in the streets, a disused cinema has been rented and equipped with stoves, In 
this old cinema between 200 and 300 people forgather every night to hear th 
news—which is preceded by a short programme of Persian music produced b 
gramophone records. The cinema provides, at the same time, convenient 
Spportunities for distributing propaganda and. publicity material and for 
txkibiting posters, war photographs, dc. It is to make similar arrange: 
ments in Hamadan, Senta, Kerind, Kangavar and Malayyir, as there is no doubt 
that the Persian public appreciates these news broadcasts and the short 
Programmes of music which precede them and. above al, the opportanitic they 
Afford of escaping from the cold streets toa place where one can linger in a warm 
‘atmosphere for an hour or so. f 

‘A small number of British Newsreel films (with Persian sound-tracks) 
arrived in Kermanshah on the 16th December and have been shown at the local 
cinema since that date. They will te sbown at Hamadan during January 1942. 
‘A few more films are due to arrive soon, ut the supply needs to be multiplied 
several ties over in order to predace any appreciahle est upon Persians, the 
Majority of whom seem to be still convinced that Germany will win the war. 
Spectacular films and radio broadcasts relaying loud music need to be provided 
in ever-growing volume if any impression is to be made on local public opinion, 
To this end portable battery-operated radio sets and travelling cinematograph 
units with all their necesary equipment should te provided for use in Persia jn 
Adequate numbers as soon as possible As Jong as British propaganda activity is 
delayed, anti-British feeling will inevitably increase; this is bound to be the case 


(21089) os 


PS St 
















































































86 


so long as the dificult economic situation is not reniedied aiid the Persian public 
remains in ignorance of whist-the Allies haye done to aid Persia in her present 
difficulties, which are popularly believed to be due to our presence here. 


VII—Material Aid to Russia via Persia 


small percentage of the total fow of war materials, &c., which 
haye been entering Russia via Persia during December have passed through 
Kes h, and it is satisfactory to note that the scores of lorries which. were 
lying idle at Khanikin rail-head a mouth or-s0 ago, awaiting the arrival of loads, 
Have for the most part loaded up aud loft Khapikin for North Persia 


VILL—German Efforts to trade with Persia. 


24, ‘There is good reason to suspeot that pro-German Persians and Iraqis 
are continuing to trade with Germany via Turkey—or at least trying to do 80, 
‘The method whereby the British blockade is avoided is simple: (a) The Persian 
exporter declares to the Persian and Tragi Customs authorities that the goods he 
is exporting from Persia are destined for either Egypt, Palestine, United 
Kingdom or United States, via Iraq in transit; (¥) the goods at the time they 
enter Traq are marked ‘ Via Traq in Transit” ‘and pay the small transit duty: 
but whet once they are within Iraq the bales or boxes (while remaining 
unaltered ax rogards weights aud markings) are prepared for export to, Turkey 
and, in the place of the supposed United Kingdom consignee, a consignee in 


Totanbul or Tamir is substituted, (¢) the goods aro sent by rail to Turkey, where 
the consignee takes them over and redirects them to Gerinany 

25, “Unlens a clone watch in kopt upon all exports to Turkey from Traq and 
Syria, there is the possibility that some merchandise will trickle into ‘Turkey 
on route to Germany or Axie-controlled countries in Europo; it ia belleved, 
howaver, that the vollume Of this traffic ix not likely to be large 


IX.—Reopening of a Russian Consulate at Kermanshah 


20, ‘There has been no Soviet representative here since the end of 1937, when 
the Russian Consulate in Kermanshah was closed. Tt ix roported that two officials 
‘of the Russian Embinaay at Tehran are due here shortly and will make preliminary 
arrangements for the reopening of the Russian Consulate, Reactions in local 
Persian cirvles—oflicial as well a» private--at the presence in their midst of 
Soviot consular olficials are cortain to be unfavourable 


JR VAUGHAN. RUSSELL. 
Kermanshah. December 31. 1941, 





B 556/163/a4) No, 27 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Biden.—(Rteceived January 28, 1942) 


(No, 221) 

_ HIS Majesty's representative presonts his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire and has the honour to transmit 
herowith copy of political despatch No. 68 of the L4th December, 1941, from His 
Majesty's Consul at Tabriz to Hix Majesty’s Minister at Tehran regarding the 
internal situation at Tabriz wnd in Azerbaijan. 


Tehran, December 30, 1941 


Enolosure in No. 27 


Consul Cook to Sir Rt. Bullard. 


(No. 68. Confidential) 
Sir, Tabris, December 14, 1941. 

TL HAVE the honoe to report that public order at Tabriz remains good, 
that in Azerbaijan there continue to be incidents indicating unrest and a kin 
of resentment of lawful authority, possibly due to the period when there was for 
4 time no gendarmerie or other sign of administration, and when junior Rassian 
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lficers were telling the villagers that a new day had dawned, 
landlords and oppressive Government “axation. At present the peasatits im 
Many places refuse to pay. or demur at paying, the octroi tax when they bring 
roduce into any provincial town, refuse to give the landowners their share of the 
harvest, and object to the presence of the new gendarmerie, At Sarab the 
Tatier sent & message to say that 2,000 peasants were gathering round the town 
and threatening trouble, but by chance two lorries full of Russian troops passed 
through on the way from Tabriz to Ardebil and this was enough to seatter thet. 
At another village towards Ardebil the inhabitants are reported to have forvibly 
isurmed a party of five gendarmes 
2 As there are no Persian military forces in Azerbaijan, and as the Russian 
army of occupation has been much reduced, the Persian authorities were planning 
{0 increase their gendarmerie to about 4,000 men, but the Russians have now 
informed them that not more than 1,500 will be allowed, Colonel Basti tells me 
that the latter figure is harely enough for the province in normal times, allowing. 
ten men to each rural post, and in disturbed times like the present is not suflicient 
fo preserve order, let alone allow of a reserve to send quickly wherever needed. 
From Maragha comes a report that the bandit Hussein Ghali, far from surrender 
ing. is hovering round that town with a considerable following. If tho Soviet 
forces were making a definite arrangement to keep onder in Azerbaijan in every 
y, one could understand their proposed limitation of the local 
gendarmerie, but this is by no means obvious, and, in fact, there are many Persians 
Heo think that by their shadowy policy among the local peasantry generally, the 
Russians may be fomenting unrest and potential trouble for reasons of thei 
‘Similarly, the Soviet authorities here have told the Persian Governor of 
Tabriz that the city’s police force must be reduced from its present figure of 
20 officers and 400 men to one of 12 officers and 203 men, at a moment when the 
Polico Chief, Sarahang Saif, was asking Tehran to increase the force to 
900 mon, He says that 200 policemen are not enough to keep order in a to) 
220,000 inhabitants, especially in present conditions when unemployment. is bad, 
ices high, food not too plentiful, demagoxy rife and communist ideas not far 
low the surface... The robberies and pilferings so common in the autumn have 
Yow teen pat down by a firm round-up of all suspicious characters and 
criminals, but the Soviet Political Bureau are apparently complaining that these 
clude a lot of their agents and friends, and complain therefore that the Pera 
police are working against them! Last week they demanded the immediate dic. 
Minwal of Sarhang Saif, but the governor replied that he could uot dismiss him 
without authority from Tehran. "I am reliably informed that the night before 
a party of four armed civilians held up a couple of policemen on duty in the 
‘Outskirts of the city and took away their rifles. Tabriz itself iy undoubtedly 
full of illicit arms, chiefly army riffes thrown away or hidden by the defending 
forces who broke up at the approach of the Russian column on the 26th August 
The price of a rifle has now risen from 1.200 to 3.000 rials. Tt sesttvely seems the 
Imoment to redace the police force of the largest (and certainly potentially the 
rowdiest) provincial city of Persia to such a small number ax 205. Ax the authori- 
ties say, it takes 60 policemen on day and night reliefs to guard the prison alone 
I fear that if the Soviet authorities enforve these unreasonable demands. the 
Persian authorities, including the Governor-General, will decline responaibility 
for preserving public order, and the unpleasant experiences of last September, 
When the Russians refused to police the town themselves or to allow the local police 
to do so efficiently, will be repeated all over again, with knifings and pickpocketing 
in public in the daytime, and innumerable burglaries and citizens staying up 
sleepless at night. 
4 During the absence from Tabriz of Major-General Novikoll and also of 
his assistant, Major-General Khrashchey, theSoviet Political Bureau, now under a 
‘certain Major Antonoff, ssem to have been giving full rein to their ideas of how a 
temporarily-oovupied province should be run. ‘They made a descent on the 
Printing olfice of the only respectable Tabriz newspaper, and also searched every 
Tuom in the editor's private house because he printed some German 
ews bulletins received from the Pars Press Agency at Tehran, The 
journal (which wrote in favour of the present Government in Tehran and in the 
crests of law and order generally) is now suspended, while two other irrespon- 
tibledemagogic newspapers are frec to print attacks on the present administra. 
tion and a good deal of nonsense about the wrongs of the Azerbaijani populace 
and their historie rights to independence. The Persian authorities do not ven 
ture to curb them for fear of Russian resentment, . The Soviet. political officers 
also seized five British Movitone news-reels because one of then offended a junior 
[24085] od 
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officer's sense of propriety by showing’ a scene it which Hitler saw off some troops 
to the front and received bonquets. ‘The management of the cinema which showed 
such alleged Fascist propaganda was arrested and kept in prison for some days 
Twas not informed of the seizure of these British films, and when I-suggested that 
1 might see them projected to have an idea of the offending parts, was told that 
they had already been sent away from Tabriz. While the Russian Ogpn of 
Nkyd or Politrak, o whatever it likes to call itself, can furnish a pretect for its 
somewhat heavy-handed goings oa, it hardly seems necessary to ransack a private 
house in order to stop news bulletins in a simall newspaper. oF to seize five films and 
lap to or three surprised individuals into gaol for a week beeause one film was 
slightly displeasing, and it seems clear that this is a Soviet method of cowing any 
independent attitude and probably of encouraging or clearing the way for their 
own local creatures. But it arouses much resentment and misgiving among the 
botter class Persians, official and nou-olficial, and aids the present German radio 
campaign against the signing of the treaty.” They point out that the only news. 
Paper, which was supporting the Tehran Government is stopped, while abusive 
‘anti-Government and irresponsible journals can continue-—and ask why tbe Soviet 
political officers are doing the Nazis’ work for them here r 
I have mentioned before the publication here by the Soviet authorities of 

‘8 nowspaper in Azerbaijani Turkish called Vatan: of course they did not comply 
‘Wt all With the Persian press laws or even consult the loctl authorities, but ik 

hy cme explained that the newspaper was for their own people,” whoever these 
ty be. But now T am told that local Persian school-teachers are being circu. 
Tarived to subwcribe to this paper (which merely by being in Turkish rans counter 
to the oficial educational policy, to say nothing of its communist contents), and 
Junior Russian officers are bursting informally into the schools urging subserip. 
tions, and-then advising the teaching of Azerluijani Turkish ieetead of 
Porsinn language. ‘These officers are probably of Russian Azerbaijan or of 
Armenian race, andin spite of all the pronouncements of higher policy and 
[rorniaes of non-interference are undoubtedly imbued with the idea of joining 
Russian and Persian Azerbaijan inte one cultural. und later one political, anit 
TFT mildly protest to the head of the Soviet forex of ocoupation (a purely military 
personage, or apparently #0) he can always disown these junior officers of another 
praneh as excveding their duties, or deny any knowledge of their particular 
activites, | They will probably be curbed however for a short time, T have found, 
‘and then begin again with what aftor all is their job and their reasem for existence 
As the number of combatant troops hore ygrows' less, the preponderance of these 
political agents in uniform makes itself more evident, and really one is obliged 
to wonder what they all do here. ‘Their latest achievement was the staging of a 
Moscow Concert ” in an ocenpied schoolroom, a harmless third-rate entertain 

nit of the barnstorming type with conjurors, recitations, comic songs and the 
like, One of the performers (a so-called eccentric dancer) was a Scotsman named 
Campbell who has taken Soviet citizenship and State employment under the name 
of Karin 
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in the bitterest frost and snow. Shortly before this there were continual blasting 
explosions for several days a mile or two outside Tabriz, and it may be that some 
seheie of local defence is being drawn up or practised, 

9. It is curious to see that the Tehran press continues to. print regularly 
‘obviously officially-inspired paragraphs about the Tehrun-Tabriz. railway line, 
iTiey. promise thes rad will'be laid as fac a8 MGaneh by the end of this month, 
‘and yet it is clear to the most ignorant and untéchnical traveller by road that the 
rails cannot even enter the Kufian Kuh Gorge, miles south of Mianeh, for many 
oaths, as there jp.an oupranen bridge bardly eqn aa.726\to esp. molsi0g ot 
tunnels’ still hardly pierced in the mountain side. 

10. Asa change from former conditions, as recently as this summer, when 
only the Germans could distribute propaganda in this district, over 6 cwt, of 
British propaganda of a score of varieties in Persian, English and French have 
been distributed in Tabriz by this consulate during the last fortoight. Letters 
of thanks have actually been received, and the consular staff repeatedly asked for 
More. This does not mean, however, that the educated classes have suddenly 
switched over to our side, as there have been some very long faces in the cafés 

last fortnight at the distressing news of the German retreat from Rostov 

ji failure to reach the Caucasus this winter ix confidently 


vernot-General informs me that the police and gendarmerie bave 

now received their increased pay for the last month. There is a story current 

that some of them (and other Government officials here) have suid that as salaries 

have been raised to meet the higher cost of living, naturally the usual bribes, 
Presents and other perquisites will have to be incremed in proportion. Nobwd 
Appears to know where the money will come from for these increases in Ul 

present stagnant and uncertain condition of the country, and when 1 questioned 

the local Director of Finance about it the other day he’ reamed to treat it as a 

ruefal kind of joke, 

T have, &e 

FA. G. COOK. 





(B 8563/14/34) Yo. 28. 


Sir R. Bullard t0 the Minister of Information —(Recvived in Foreign Office, 
January 2.) 
(No 1) 
Sir, Tehran, January 6, 1042 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 17 of the 4th October last, 1 have the 
honour to transmit to you copies of a further report by the press attaché to this 
Jegation on the internal situation in Persia. 

2 It will be noted that Miss Lambton stresses the general fear that 
dictatorship has not disappeared from Persia for ever. T'do not myself consider 
that the existence in Persia of a dictatorship as such is a matter of the first 
concern to the average Persinn; though, naturally, when this form of Govern: 
ment is pusbed to soch excesses as it was during the last years of the reign of 
Reza Shab, it does directly touch the life of every man and woman, Tt this 
‘connexion the comments of the military attaché to this Jegation seem particularly 
‘apposite. He observes -— 

“ Has anyone, however long their experience of Persia, eyer known a 
so-called constitutional Government that had the confidence of the man i 
the street! Could anyone put up half a dozen names that, would comman 
ssuch confidence? Persia is quite unfit, even in peace time, for constitutional 
Government, though she might carry on with the pretence of it stiffened by 
foreign advisers, Otherwise another dictatorship, either of the British 
minister or of someone supported by w 


3. I venture to quote also the comments of Mr. Squire, which soem to me 
to sumi up the position in a few words : 


*T should say that the main preoccupation of all classes is the question 
of food supplies. This brings with it all sorts of reactions, according to 
class, e.g: The very poor: Discontent with the Government for their 
inefficiency and corruptness in dealing with the situation. Those who listen 
to Berlin broadcasts and their dupes: Dislike of the British, who are, of 
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are, héld responsible, ‘Merchant classes The determination. to miake 
‘what th 
ion to which the poliey of the 
af what the future tay bring 
‘Next comes the fear of being dragged 
into the war. 4 fear general among all classes: and Gnaly, among. the lee 
gnorant, intense dislike of Russia and of all idea of association with the 
Soviet régime.” 


4. Certainly among the propertied classes and those who have any direst 
‘ake in the prosperity of the country, this fear is deep-seated and universal; and 
it is strengthened by what appears Co be the desire of the Soviet Government. to 
weaken in every way the authority of the Central Government as a preliminary 
sep to sy sreatien af Spain favourable to the growth of the Communist 

lea, and to the eventual bolshevisation and incorporation in the Soviet Union 
Of the ferle prorines of Northern Persia, ii leaiallalbic bad sivas 

5. A copy of this despatch and enclosure is being sent to His Ma 
Principal Seorotary of State. for Foreign Aftirs; the Political Tuwiloctce 
Department, Foreign Olticn; the Seoretary to the Government of India in the 
External Affairs jDeparneat* ite Majesty's Ambassador at Bagdad and 
Angora; the Middle East Intelligence Centro, Cairo; Hie Majesty's Minister of 
State, Cairo; and to His Majesty's Ambassador at Kuibyshey 

T have, &e. 
ROW. BULLARD. 


Knelosure in No, 


Report by the Press Attaché on the Internal Situation in Persia 
(No, 1) 


T HAVE, the honour to rofer to my despatch of the 4th October 

2 With the formation of the new Cabinet the ‘situation hax become 
somewhat clearer, though it is still far from crystallised. ‘he reaction of the 
Population to foreign affairs voutinu tobe coloared by the complicated intern! 
Hituation. 

3, The new Cabinet, consisting, ax it does, langely of persona who have held 
igh oc during recent oars x regneded, generally spain, with Memgnttiog 
and apathy. The abdication raised high hopes of widesprend changes, of 
democracy and freedou, which the people expected would fall into their laps for 
the asking, but their hopes wore {nvgely changed into resignation and despair 
when the new Government and the lajlis were found to be composed of the 
‘same persons who had held office during the latter years of the Pahlavi régime, 
It should. however, be noted in Passing that those who criticised this atate of 
affairs had no alternative to offer. ‘The Govertiment do tot inspire the men oe 
the street with confidence, and there is an unexpressed fear lest they may, at any 
moment, adopt once more dictatorial methods. No one feels. secre. that 
dictatorship has disappeared from Persia for good. Consequently, there. is a 
general disinclination to corae forwaed into the open. tis felt thee there iene 


aul tha another dictator may not arine with the open or tacit support of 


the British Government, and, if this should happen, woe betide those who. have 
srs for pope poet nn gaa PE wey oti hes what 
Charter and the repeated declarations of British statesmen, this fear way sem 
indless, to anyone living in the political security of a Western democracy, 

t, when viewed from a Persian background, taking into consideration British 
action in Persia and the interpretation put upon British inaction in that country 
during recent years, it takes on a rather different complexion, especially if it ie 
remembered tliat Persia is bordered by Traq and India, whers, to the superficial 
phserver, protestations of selfdetermination nnd democracy may seem somewhat 


in public opinion may be observed. The older politicians, 
of the present Ministers. do not wish to declare themselves 
to the fear that if the Germans came hack they 
emeelves to be pro-British: ut it ean also be 
i ir Jobs. whichever way the wind may blow. 
should be torne in mind, however, that, in seeking to avoid n clearest decision, 
they are perhaps carrying out the wishes of a large section of the people 
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5. ‘The majority of the Deputies in the Majlis would seem to be most 
concerned with the desire to retain their seats. ‘There is a relatively strong 
old-fashioned element in the Majlis, and there ase signs of its attempting to 

‘The main motive which actuates the Deputies, however, would 
seem to be personal interest in prof 

6.. Outside the Majlis, in so far as opinion is politically conscious, the 
following trends can be cbserved : (i) Au older group which is sill sufluenced by 
the Islamic tradition and tends on the whole to be anti-totalitarian and 
pro-democratic in theory. Pethaps it would be more accurate to state that they 
Bieter other people to be democrat, without necessarily being such themieles, 

use democrats tend to treat other people better than totalitarians, (ii) A 
group composed of relatively young men who are anti-Nazi, anti-Fascist, 
Anti-clerical and inclined towards communism. These are not numerous, but they 
are one of the few groups which hold their opinions sincerely. They have no 
fustanding leader, and in poitial thinking would appear to be so much in 
‘advance of their own countryinen that it is, perhaps, unlikely that they will obtain 
© large following. They are disgusted with the present state of affairs, 
Particularly with the fact that the Government has remained virtually unchanged. 
Af conditions continue ax at present, there is a chance that they will turn away 


do not know how to start tackling the problem before them, (iv) Amongst the 
older schoolboys and younger university students there is a marked pro-Nazi 
tendency. ‘This is not surprising. German military successes have, after all, 
boon striking and such as are likely to captivate the imagination of unthinking 
and unguided youth. ‘They have, moreover, for some years been subjected to 
intensive German oral, written and visual propaganda, 

7. In addition to the groups roughly outlined above, there is the mass of 
the people, some of them extremely poor, semi-literate or illiterate. Botwoen these 
‘and the s0-called upper classes there is a deep gulf, both in material means and 
in outlook. They have retained, to a considerable extent, their religions belief, 
which is being expressed more openly since the change of régime. ‘Thei 
is neute. They are chiefly interested in questions of daily life, food 
order. — In both respects conditions have been and are unsatisfactory. 
responsibility for this, as for all evils which occur in Persia, is Inid at the door 
of the British Government. Consequently, Great Britain is ompopular, and this 
i accompanied by a widespread tendency on the part of the people to look to 
Germany to save them from the ills of the present, This attitude seems to he 
fairly common throughout the country. 

5. The question of the Anglo-Russian-Persi ;_ while not at frst 
arousing great interest among the general publ ig received with 
increasing opposition, partly as a result of the publicity given to it on the Berlin 
radio, the Majlis and focal press Many people object to it on the grounds that 
it is allying Persia too closely to the enemies of Germany, because, in the event 
of a German victory, which many consider likely. Persia would be in the soup. 
As conditions are at present she can plead. if the Germans come, that the superior 
force of the Anglo- doviet armies made surrender necessary, but that it was an 
unwilling surrender. Others opens the treaty. for purely parochial reasons: 
interaal ‘conditions are had, and therefore the treaty, regarded as a British 
measure, is viewed with disfavour. The only frou who really welcome the treaty 
are the anti-Fascist gromp, who are quite clear where they stand and have no 
wish to retain a foot in either camp. The German attempt to rouse the nation 
against the treaty in the name of patriotism has had little general success. 

9, The idea of an alliance with Russia is, moreover. distasteful. Russia 
is hated and feared and ber policy towards Persia reparded with the greatest 
suspicion, This, of course, ts on the position of Great Britain, becanse it 
wat Great Britain who, according to the general belief, for some unaccountable 
reason, brought the Russians into the country, bnt there is a tendency for 
‘Opposition on this score to become more voral. 
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10. ‘The attitude towards Turkey is not altogether free of suspicion as 
regards Torkey's intentions. There are some who fear that Turkey may seize 
‘upon the present time to push claims against Persia or even to attack her. 

11. Internal conditions, as stated above, leave much to be desired. Public 
order, which under Reza Shah was excellent, has so deteriorated in some pro- 
Vincial districts that convoys have bad to be instituted on the roads. The tribes, 
notably in Kurdistan and Fars, have also risen up, and, while not in armed revolt, 
resist the authority of the Central Government and withhold taxes. In’ some 
districts public order has been restored, in others it is still unsatisfactory. ‘This 
is'a matter of close concern to the people, 

12 ‘The second fundamental question is that of food supplies, which is also 
far from satisfactory. Tt is true that the food situation in the capital has 
improved, bat in the provinces local shortages still ocenr. Until steps are taken 
to assure mufficient food supplies at low prices to the masses both in the town and 
country districts, the people will inevitably look to Germany to save them from 
their present plight 

Thave, & 
A.K!S. LAMBTON 


Mr. Bilen fo Mr, Baggillay (Kuitysher) 


Foreign Office, Pebrwiry 2,1 

“isi Bata Aiatada ie, Whi" ihe ts oe a stir ba 
fs! the endlowed memorandum’ on the orgnnisation of the Persian railways. 1 
told the Ambassador that for the jwoment I could only aay that we wonkd look 
inlo this question again. Our View wns that the dividiig poitt of the Tine should 
eat Tehran, and not at Quin, ae desired by the Soviet Government. “M. Maisky 
replied that the division of the line at Qu would have no practical disadvan: 
lagen, since, the ne nent of the railway was under a joint Anglo-Soviet 
Hoard in Tehran, His Majesty's Government might. fear, however that. the 

sion of the Tine at Qum might be the first step in extending the Soviet aphere 
of influence in Persia, He coll give ne a fost. categorical asadrance that 
his Government had nothing of the kind in mind, The Soviet Government were 


natiafied that the division of control at Quen was technically possible, 
Bis Ravaiewy Gorpossld eed oat yo cord Toon Bis, Coram 6 Wi. 
‘The matter might seem to us a small ove, but it was “* symbol 
Tum, & 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


Eneloaure in No 2 
The Soviet Ambassador to Mr. Eden. 


My dear Foreign Seotetary, February 2. 1942. 
ON the instructions of my Government T submit to you the memorandum 
which contains their olverrations on the memorandum handed 19 me on, the 
January last on the organixation of the Persian railways, No. E 374/28 /65 
T'shall be glad lo teceive your reply informing me of the concur = 
Government to tho views expremed in this memorandum 
Yours sincerely 
a. MAISRY, 


Memorandum, 


IN reply to Foreign Office Memorandum No. E.374/26/65 of the 
17th January, 1942, on the question of organisin, ia ray, the 
Tin Sear, SOAS, theo orensaig th Evins railway the 
‘_. The northern section of the Trons-Iranian Railway with the branch 

Tehran-Bandarshah, Tehran-Zinjan, Tabriz Julfa, Tehran -Shakrad, aloud 
in the zone where Soviet troops are stationed, mist be under Soviet control. This 
question has already been vettled with the British Government, the Soviet 
Jovernment having received an official communication on this matter through the 





British Minister at Tehran, Sir R. W. Bullard, to their Ambassador im Tran in 
September of last year. On the fasis of this arrangement which had already 
been agreed to by the British Government, the Soviet Government was, and is 
still, carrying out all preparatory measures for the completion of the railway line 
between Zinjan and Tabriz vernment is willing tosupply all the 
Decessary materials—rails, &e—required for the construction of, this line and. 
At a later stage, rolling-stock. In add his, in view of the expected 
increase in rail transport facilities, the Soviet Government will, in the near 
future. send to Iran the requisite number of Soviet railwaymen in ‘order. to help 
the Tranian authorities man the northern section of the railway line, and to 
exercise contro} over the railway. 

‘The Soviet Government waa guided by the following considerations in the 
selection of Qum as the dividing point of Soviet-British control of the railway 
when the division of control of the line was effected it was understood that the 
orthern section, which is situated in the zone where Soviet troops are stationed. 
Would be under the control of the Soviet. authorities; equally,. the southern 
section of the railway, which is situated in the zone where British troops are 
stationed, would be under the control of the British authorities. With regard, 
however, to the section of the railway which lies between these two zones, it 
should he divided, as Tar as control is concerned, into two equal sections between 
the Soviet and British authorities respectively. Tn this connexion the Soviet 

rroposed Quin as the point. of division betweon the two sides 
the section of the railway Tehran-Quin is served by the lange railway abed 

Yebran. At Qum there is a comparatively mall railway shod with a 
turntable, This, therefore, fully justifies the selection of Quin as the point of 
division of control between the northern and southern rections from the technical 
Mtandpoint, With regard to the arguments put forward in the Foreign Office 
fnemaraadum to the offect that the transfer: and control of goods at uch an 
Important point will being with it an increase in clerical work, it ix considered 
that this didiculty can eaxily be overcome, and cannot be reckoned as 1 se 
obstacle in the selection of thia station ax a point of division of control, The 
desire of the British authorities for their personne) to have direct access to the 
railway. workshops at Tehran is accepted, and there is no objection to thin 
proposal from the, Soviet. side, 

So far as the length of the northern section of the railway is conenened, it 
should be pointed out that, although there are in fact 1,000 kilom, completed in 
the north, the Telran-Shakrud ling (which forms a part of the northern section), 
‘about 326 kilom, in length, is not a main line for the transit of goods. but is 
Tie only for losal Tranian goods traffic. Tn view of thin only: the ‘Tehran. 
Hondarshah and Tebran-Zinjan lives (the laxt not yet officially opened for tse), 
which tngether amount to something like 770 kilom., could be considered ax the 

mail line, having a really great Importance for the Allies at the 


Taking into account all the above, the Soviet Government expects that its 
proposals concerning the control of the Trans-Tranian Railway will meet. with 
Thelappeoval of the British authorities, and that in the nearest futtire it will be 
Poualle to institute effective collaboration in establishing control and carrying 
Bat all the necessary measires connected with this railway. 


Soviet Bmbaxyy, London, 
February 2, 1942, 





(E 796/706/98) No. 30. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr: Eden—(Receiced February 4.) 


if, Tehri, January 16, 1942, 

THERE have been several articles in the Persian press recently about the 
census and the population of Persia, One writer points out that the recent 
tonsus of the thirty-five langest towns shows their population to be only 2264851, 
and he concludes that the total population of Persia can hardly exceed 10 million, 
whereas people had been led to think that it was between 15 and 18 million, ‘This 
Cotimate was, in fact, current, and the late Shah even declared to the Egyptian 
‘Ambassador that the population would be found to be at least 20 suillion. In 
view of the forceful methods favoured by the late Shah, it might have been 
Eappoed that he would find means to inflate the figures of the census, but: there 
is no ground to suppose that they were falsified. 
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2: The same writer points the high fate of illiteracy as revealed by the 
censias, and quotes these figures :— Nehbir'al 


Population. ‘Witerater, 
Tehran 
Tabriz 
Kashan 


3. Another writer reminds his readers that the heavy taxation of the’ late 
régime was, in fact, even heavier than was supposed, becanse it was spread over 
a much smaller body of people than the authorities counted 
4, 1am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary to the Government 
of India and to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Bagdad and Angora, 
T have, & 
RW. BULLARD. 





(B 797/163/36) No. ab 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden— (Received February 4) 
(No. 19. Confidential.) 

HIS Majesty's representative prevents his compliments. to Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hay the honour to Leansmit 
herewith « copy of Tabrix despatch No. 56 of the 20th December, 1941, on the 
‘subject of the situation in Azerbai 


Tehran, January 16, 1942. 


Kincloware in No. 31. 


Conant Cook to Sir R. Bullard, 


(No. 56, lontial) 
Sir, Tabris, Deceniber 20, 1941 

THTAVE the honour to réport that the situation at Tabriz remains ws before, 
quiet on the wurface, but with a good deal of fern dorneath, Public 
opinion continues to be puzzled by the attitude of the Soviet 
the Kurds, which is probubly much lees Machiave 
that case givos unnecessary grounds for suspicion. "The loca 
politically-minded elements are now furiniug various parties,” 
momberahip-carda to their adherents at hold somi-eecret meetings in private 
house to satisfy their innate Tabrizi passion for intrigue. ‘The sense of most of 
thet, appears fo be that. Azetlaijan should be more democratic (a sop to the 
watchful Soviet political Cerberus?) and should be virtually separated from the 
decadent, tyrannical and unwanted Government of Tehran, 

2 in the de the situation is »till uneasy, and the gendarmerie 
‘authorities ate obviously nervous, although, in my opininn, much of the trouble is 
due to their own sense of inelliciency—and also to a kfiowledge of their own 
unpopularity, About a fortnight ayo a handful of individnals under ‘one 
Mohamed Agha collected arms in Tabriz itself, and set out for the Ahat district 
gathering Inwless adherents as they went, Any gendarmes whotn they encountered 
‘on the way apparently handed over their rifles tainely without opposition, hut at 
Inst the pirty came to a large village where the ordinary inhabitants scized and 
disarmed them, tied their hands behind them and then asked the authorities ya 
Tabriz what they should do.with them, In the Maragha district the bandit 
Hussein Ghuli, whom T have previously mentioned, was able to extort aI 
sum of from the people of Binab, while (according to the Russians) 
force of gendarmerie sent to. protect them fled at the first exchange of shote 
Hussein and his band of about 100 men then advanced to near Azarsbahr, only 
35 miles creme alas where — began to spread in the bazaars.” The 
gendarmerie thereupon went out in forve to the attack, bat the bandit got_aw 
‘with the loss of only two or three men and a few horses, ml yeri 

%T mentioned ina previous report that this Hussein Ghuli was in touch 
with the Russian garrison at Miandoab, and the Governor-General here now 
informs me confidentially that, when he asked certain important Kurdish 
chieftains in that area why they did not deal firmly with this, (not-Kurdish) 
ttandit, they replied that the Soviet political authorities had practically forbidden 
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them to do sv, \ At least six. weeks ago General Novikolf told me he, was going to 
round up Hussein Ghuli himself, but it seems that other ideas have prevailed. 

4. “Every day the streets of Tabriz see Kurds swaggering about in their 
tribal costumes (still theoretically’ illegal), armed, with daggers, pistols and 
eartridge-belts, and: sometimes carrying ritles or even tommy-guns. ‘These they 
tither picked up from the fleeing Persian armies in August, or have acquired by 
purchase in Tabriz itself under the eyes of the. Persian authorities, who, profess 
themselves unable to control them for fear of Soviet interference. ‘This attitude 
probably arises also in part from a fear that any Kurd challenged might, resist 
the police by shooting and that « Kurdish riot might then begin in the town. The 
Soviet authorities are undoubtedly to blame for this fear, whether it is justified 
@F not. Anyone ean see the hotel now used by the Russian military headquarters 
constantly visited by the turbaned Kurdish bravos, while the Russian Trade 
Commissioner's ofice (certainly not restricted only to trade matters) has a constant 
fiream of Kurdish visitors. 1c is estimated that the Russians have sold (or it 
‘soime cases given away) over 200 tons of sugar to selected Kurds, some of whom 
have even resold it in Tabriz instead of taking it to their own areas, as doubtless 
intended. Of course, the Soviet answer is that they wish to keep the Kurds 

veful and contented, but it does not inspire much confidence among the non 

Kurdish population here to see their method of doing so, While wishing to 
festrict the numbers and arms of the police and gendarmerie, they should not 
Allow the blatant arming of the most lawles section ofthe Azerinjan population, 
and certainly not permit individual Kurds to walk about armed in Tabriz, gis 
the obvious impression of being special Soviet protégé, 

5. Although Tabriz. is reasonably quiet, the middle-class, and especially 
some of the larger merchants, are still nervous of trouble. I learn that some of 
the latter have decided against the hoarding of goods and food-stulls which was 

ing on, not for moral reasons, but because they fear possible popular resentment 
fore long and the sacking of their stores. ‘The threatened. reduction of the 
police force here by the Russians also has its eflect, and it is said that the exodus 
of the better-off families to Tehran and other parts of Persia has now begun 

8. There area great many begyars on the Tabriz streets these days, and the 

thorities have opened a shelter for 250 of them; as in other countries, however, 

tho intended inmates prefer soliciting alms in. the cold, and it-is seriously alleged 

man political officers bave been beard disoaning their plight with tes 

tex and nging them to protest against it. Russian officers, in any can, 

Visit local Persian factories, discuss conditions with the workers, photograph 

them, and in one instance got them to sign a joint statement about their joy at 
hearing of the Russian recapture of Rostov. 

6. On the other hand, some employers are pleased with an agreement 
recently arrived at whereby local leather factories are to supply about 8 million 
rials’ worth of Jeather to the Allied Governunents, with hidesand tanning materials 
to come from India. ‘The deal was arrouged by a M. Beloshapkin, of the Soviet 
Emlnssy in Tehran, and includes one factory at Meshed also. It'is hoped later 
to obtain large orders for army boots, of which local workshops can if neces 
produce nearly 2.000 pairs a day. ‘There are talks said to be going on also with 
the Russians for the sale of wool, and possibly of army cloth, 1f technicians «an 
bo brought here to replace the Germans who fed in August... The number of 
‘unctnployed in the town is. beginning to cause concern even to the. selfish 
employer and properticd classes here, and the Governor-General is taking counsel 
with them for alleviating the. position, if pomstle, during the biter Winter 
months at least. 

Ivis not that the “ proletariat.” here are Communistaminded #9 far, but 
horities fear that the demagogves (who are believed by most people to be 

and abetted by the Russians) will gradually work upon them to. cause 
rest_and later revolt against the established order. One of the largest. new 
parties” is-called ‘* Tuda Azerbaijan,” fuda meaning people or populace, and 
its aim seems to be to interest the lower classes, who so far have never been touched 
hy political ideas. Its newspaper, Azerbaijan, edited by a formerly down-at-heol 
ne‘er-do-well, who was known for years as a Bolshevist.sympathiser, prints 
twrice-weekly cartoons of wretched peasants and farmers being beaten and bullied 
by hard-faced landlords, or drawings of rich capitalists cheating poor, ragged 
workers of « half-penny while handing out lange banknotes to dancing-girks at a 
cabaret, and so on. The Intest cartoon depicts a group of offcials being driven 
fut by & number of pearants and workers throwing brickbats and waving aicks 
‘The party held a large meeting at the theatre this, week to pass. a resolution 
whereby the wide main thoroughfare of Tabriz had its name solemnly, changed 
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from ‘* Khiaban Pablevi “(after the ex-Shah who created it) to" Khiaban Sattar 
Khan“ for one section and ™ Khisban Bagher Khan" for-another, after two 
Jocal Nationalist firebrands of the 1900 revolutionary days. Last week they held 
a meeting in a schoolroom at which Azerbaijan rights and Tehran wrongs were 
proclaimed, but the gathering then seems to have been taken over by some Russian 
political officers, who made speeches (in local Turkish) about the war against the 
‘ascists, and ended with the despatch of a congratulatory telegram to Moscow. 

8. ‘The present policy of the Governor-General and local authorities appears 
{o be to humour the malcontents tow certain extent, although this attitude is 
Hot altogether to the police liking. Moreover, the country landlords have been 
advised to abate their demands on the peasantry for the ti 
wherw produce was stolen or disappeared during the autumn, to cut their losses 

her thin irritate the villagers further. ‘This presumably means. that the 
gendarmerie will not now be lent to landowners to collect forcibly their dues, as 
they have been during the last month or two—a mistaken policy, as T several 
timies pointed out to the authorities, since the gendarmes were sure to bebave in 
the same old merciless way to any villagers they found defenceless, and thus 
encourage armed resistance among the others, ‘Tiiree more cases are reported of 
gendarmerie posts being disarmed by peasant: bands last week between Tabria 
find the Karadagh area, 

9, Incidentally, the Soviet authorities also have heen advising the ge 
meric to treat the cauntry-folk gently, since then they will have no trouble. 
Governior-Genoral’s rejoiiiler was (o ask how the gendarmerie were to treat the 
lawless bands who murrounded and disarnied them, atid whether they should not 
send extra forcon to cope with them, Of course, any such Russian advice ix 
immediately suspect to the Persian mind, particularly ax Soviet officers are 
Fopeatedly said to be carrying on propaganda and other forms of interference 
among the rural inhabitants. An officer named Bagaroll (probably a Russ. 
Armeniin) ix reported to be very active in the Ardebil area. At Ardebil itself 
the Soviet military commandant is atated definitely to have demanded the release 
from prison of certain individuals who he said were being punished by the Persian 
‘authorities wolely because they had shown themselves friendly to the Ressians at 
the time of the ocenpation in August, ‘The local authorities protested that, on the 
contrary, all had been sentenced after proper trial for various acts of violence, bit 
in the end they had to give way and release the prisoners. Even in Ts 
Soviet town-commandant visited the gaol in exactly the same ense, but. was 
permunded that his information war incorrect and no prisoners were taken out 

10 The wugarrationing coupon scheme in getting under way after many 
upsets, ‘Tho wething and fighting mobs round the coupon-issuing offices rivalled 
these round the sugar-selling shopx before. Suddenly a large autnber of spurioux 
Coupons were dlncovered in iretation, & printer's waritant having been’ Unable 
to rewint the temptation to print exten ab id slips them under a door to 
waiting accomplice A black market in sigur-loaves at three or four times the 
‘official price ix still flourishing, but ilicit purchasers were sadly bitten one day 
recently when they arrived home to find that their cones, with genuine wrappers, 
worn actually lamps of gypsum and cement, The bread situation ix still very 
good, and about 5,00 tons of wheat have now heen accumulated im the Tabriz 
silo. Atthotigh surpluses are reported from almost every district here, the Soviet 
authorities recently bought in 3,000 tons of wheat and flour and pressed the local 
authorities into baying Vt Yet the various demagoguey and trooblemakers in 
‘Tabriz aro still fiercely resentful of any rumour that local Wheat ix going to 
‘Tehran oF other parts of Persia, and even send unoflicial deputations of busy- 
bodies to suspected areas to make wure that this és not happening. 

11.” Meanwhile, wheat is known to te slipping secretly in fair quantities 
over the frontier into Iraq, and perhaps to a less extent into Turkey. Locally- 
made matches are also being smuggled out by that way, and a shortage threatens 
Until recently there were large stocks of German paper in this town, but these 
have now ten heavily reduced_it i anid by cobsignments vo Harmadan and 
Kermanshahy where they were immediately: fought up for. depatch to Iraq, 
before the decree prohibiting sach exports was hurriedly publi 

12.” ‘The local authorities are at present saying that some form of popular 
demonstration with red banners i Being stage for New Year's Day in Tabris by 
the so-called democratic elements (with Russian contivance, it need hardly be 
added), ‘They profess to'he worried lest what they term the ** Fascist” sympa- 
thisers may convert the demonstration into one against the Anglo-Russinn- 
Persian Treaty, which is € to be signed on that day, ands) lead tora clash 
of some kind in the streets, Tam not inelined to take this foreboding too seriously, 


7 


although it is quite possible that some of the self-important demagogues may 
have discussed such a meeting, but I intend to mention it deprecatingly to the 
Soviet authorities beforehand in case some of their misguided junior political 
officers have been transgressing again in this direction 
T have, de 
F. A. G. COOK. 





(B 919/122/34) No 32 


Mr, Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran), 
4.) 
Foreign Office, February 6, 1942. 

‘THE Persian Minister came to see me to-day at his own request 

2 T congratulated his Excellency on the signature of the treaty and 
Expres my appreciation of the pare which he personally had played in 
bringing it about. I then mentioned to him that you had understood from a 
Gonversation with the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs that the Persian Prime 
Minister wished to resign and that there was a suggestion that M. Taqizadeh 
Might be offered a post in the Persian Cabinet. T said that, while T would 

ronally regret his Excellehcy’s departure from London, T would ke 
Trnow that, ifs wore ta decid ta ecco oie io Teh, tho decision we 
arzmelcome to His Majesty's Governinent. The Miniter replied, however, that 
he himself hoped that M. Feronghi would remain in office 
Tw the course of our subsequent conversation T referred to the unblocking’ 
of Persian balances, whieh had already taken place, ax an example of how 
Outstanding problems between our two conntries might be solved asa result of 
the Fite Recelency Usea referred to ecotorsio aniatagee, “I voggested 
ment could give us details of the sort of economic 
ia stood in need, in which event His Majesty's Govern 
Ment would certainly conxider what could be done, Tut he must understand ovr 
diiculties, especially the limitations imposed by shipping shortages, 

4. His Excellency thanked me and said that he would report what T 
faid to hin Government, Ho also expressed hin gratitude for the reply whi 
had given to Mr. Mander’s Parliamentary Quostion in the House of Commons 0 
the 4th February (se my telegram No. 187), containing an assurance of cu 
intontious towards Persia, M- Taqizadeh aid. that. he was. su 
assurance would have fully satinfied his Government 

5. Mis Excellency referred with some anxivty to the subject of Azerbaijan, 
T told the Ministor that Hix Majesty's Conenl at Tabriz, nd recently. visited 
Revaich and had report thatthe Soviet military authorities had restored order 
‘and that the general position had improved : 


am, &. 
ANTHONY EDEN, 





{ 1003/21/34) No. 3 


MP. Eden to Mr. Baggallay (Kuibysher) 
0.47) 2 
ir, Foreign Office, Rebruary 12, 1949, 
THE Soviet Ambassador came to see me to-day, when he left with me the 
attached note from his Government in respect of the sitnation in Porsian 
Azerbaijan. I asked the Ambassador to thank his Government for the full reply 
which they had sent to me. 1 also asked him to tell them that further informa~ 
tion which had reached me confirmed. that the situation had bven exaggerated by 
the Persian authorities. 
2M. Maisky said that he felt sure this was so, and he hoped that we would 
not be too ready to leliove Turkish and. Persian complaidte about. the Soviet 
behaviour. ‘They were, after all, prejudiced parties in these tuatters. 1 said 
that i was not a question of leliving thee report, bt Chat when T recived 
‘sich information T thought it only the part of an ally to pass it on, 1 should 
certainly expect the Soviet Government to do the saine by me. 
Tam, & 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


(24085) a 
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Enclosure in No. 33. 


The Soviet Ambassador to Mr, Eden. 
Sir, 


nuary, No. E. 35/21/34 — 
Government received from their repre- 
Ankara concerning events in Northern Kurdistan and 
Iranian Azerbaijan is, in the opinion of the Soviet Government, somewhat 
inaccurate and exaggerated. It goes withont saying thatthe Soviet Government. 
in manutaining public order and security in Iran, particulat 
in those regions, where Soviet. forces are stationed. At the same time it is of the 
gpinion that order should be maintained by. the Iranian Government itself, The 
Foviet authorities are fully prepared. to assist, and are actually assisting, the 
Iranian authorities to take tho necessary measures in this connection. 

;.., The Soviet Government. has never objected to the numbers of the Iranian 
Police and gendar rensed when this has been found necessary, and 
when the Iranian Gover as requested this to be done. With this aim in 
View the Soviet Government already at the beginning of January instructed. ite 
Ambassador to give favourable consideration to the wishes of the franian Govern. 
nent in. this respect ly, the Soviet Government conscnted to the passage 
of Iranian military units through Lranian Azerbaijan and the Khurasan Provioss, 

tho numbers found necessary by the Iranian Government to destroy the bandit 
groups which have appeared in these districts, and for the restora 
‘order there. ‘This was carried out immediately the Irani 
their desire for such aotion. jovernment ordered 
the © exionn to assist the 

it and. anti-Govern- 


‘matehex of the Soviet Ambassador the 
humbers of Tranian troops, police and gendarmerie were. ae 
previously mentioned, and the Prime Minister of rn 
of the Trinian Government, through the Soviet Ainba, 
to the Soviet Government ‘for their assistance in dest 
nd for all the mensures they took {nt 

"From tho aforesaid it ix quite cle 
from the above facts, and which may per 
rumours, should not be considered as 
capecally in the 
paint a faleo pict 


of the Khang at the by Hious movements in Khwrasan are 


the Iranian authorities, with the 
dispel all. such ri 


of Khupallah in 
decided to relieve him 
from Rezaiel 


forces stationed there hel ned 


the local population which had previously 
Tn this case also, desiring to meet the wishes of the 
Soviet authorities not only put no obstacles in the way 
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of the Iranian police and gendarmerie being increased in Kurdistan, butt, on the 
contrary, consented to the despatch to this region of gendarmerie and. police 
Avording (othe number required by the Iranian Government." 
Accept, de 
i. MAISRY. 





(E 1178/35/38) No. 34 


Sir R, Ballard to Mr. Eden—(Reevived February 21:) 

26) 

Sir, Tehran, January 22. 1942 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 24 E. of the Oth February, 1941, I have 
the honoar to transmit to you, under separate cover, one copy of the Tableau 
Général ismned by the Persian Customs Administration for the Persian year 1319 
(tho 21st March, 1940, to the 20th March. 1941). A memorandum. prepared by’ 

‘commervial secretary on the foreign trade of Persia during the period is 
enclosed herewi 

2 Commercial imports show a considerable increase, principally due 
important imports from Germany and the resumption of trade with the USS 

ty-free imports again show a considerable decrease, chiefly owing to im 
Testricted requirements for the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company. 

3. Commercial exports also show an increase, owing to. tho very largo 
Purchases by Germany, whose share of the total exports amounted to 47°8 por 
e0t, Oil shipments by the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company show: a decroase of 
1,233,760 tons. ne i < 

4. Copies of this despatch and of the Tableau Général are boing 
Department of Orerseas Trade and to tba Secretary to the 
fn the External Affaire Department, Sea 

ve, 


R W. BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No. 34 


Memorandum on Persia's Foreign Trade in the Year 1819 (March 21, 1940, t0 
cs Moreh 20, 1941) 
FIGURES for the year, and for the previous year, wore ~ 
‘Maro 2, 1980, 9 Mareh 24,1040. 
Mnreh 30,1040. 
Tuports— oat Ha» 
Co (0 BEN 6134 
ona (07,029,084) (418,178,811) 
Duty free... 407,788 108,788 
H (95,029,192) (462,848,264) 
1,000,807 1018718 
(18,858,770) (15,622,076) 
Value of goods in transit $453 
(109,478) oes 
Value of goods re-exported 1,406 
oeh eats (ers,i06) (ea t40) 
alle of goods transbip) 5,948 K 
erase aa (470,948) (2178092 


Total Imports 1,086,750, 1,085,120 
= (414,064,198) (£15,772,054) 
Exports— 


1 : 803/888 925,981 
Louies (410,418,059) (14960 
Oil exports of A.10.6. 1,680,064 81,50 

a fen ee) 
Fisheries... 18.215 ; 
bi caeoaas (£285,040) (220,091) 


‘Total Exports 2,602,167 2,253,475 
sii (92,411,491) (84,836,003) 


(21085) a 
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Trade balance of “commercial” imports and exports shows a favourable 
Dalance of 60,350,608 rials (£919,635). Tn the previous year the favourable 
balane 1 rials (£2,483,475). 

Official conversion rates were 77-20 rials to £1 in 1939-40 and 65-63 rials 
in 1940-41, 


Imports (exclusive of duty-free imports). 


Germany was the biggest exporter to Persia with a total of $70,630,604 rials 
(£5,647,270), of 41 per cent. of the total of commercial imports. The principal 
imports were: iron and steel ware, 65,829,800 rials; paper, 57,719,400: rials: 
cotton piece-goods, 51, rials; dyes and colours, Is; machinery 
and electrical appliances, $3,699,400 rials; pharmaceutical specialities, 18,868,500 
rials: iron, pig-iron and steel, 17,504,000 rials; woollens, 7,313,700 rials 

SR. was the next biggest exporter, with a total of 83,790,000 rials 
(£1,276,800), 9 per cent, of the total imports’ Principal imports were ; cotton 
picce-goods, 33,825,000 rialv; sugar. 9,575,200 rials; iron, pig-iron and. steel, 
5,019,600 rials; Fy, 3392.200 rials, and worked wood: 774,000 rials 

‘Thanks to sugar. 59,193,000 rials. and tea, 18,758,000 rinis, the Netherlands 
Fast Indies came third in the list of imports, with a total of 79,254,100 rials 
(1,207 00), 

__ Thdia cate next with a total of 78:259,800 rials (1,192,400), due chiefly to 
imports of ten, 43,554,000 rials; wheat, 18,745,100 rials; and. cement, 
5,461,900 rials. 

United States of America imports amounted to 72.505.400 rials (£1,104,700), 
‘comprising tyres anit tubes, 17,443,000 rials; automobiles and lorries, 14,111,100 
rials; iron, ore and stee), 14,404,600 rials; and iron and steel ware, 13,286,400 
rials (including rails) 

The United Kingdom share was 67,020,400 rinks (£1,021,200), chiefly cotton 
picce-goods, 17,297,700 rials; iron and steel ware, 17,417,700 rials (including 


rails 
Timports rom Japan amounted to 6.232.400 rials (2058.730, the balk being 
votton pivev-goods, 24,615,400 rials, and explosives, 4,424.3 Is 


Imports (duty-free imports) 
of duty-free imports amounted 


ports wore 20,047,000 rials (£404,400), principally stect and 
(isn ado, 


ironware, Germany's share amounted to 9,123,000 rials ). mostly for 
the Persian Administrations and the match factory at Tabriz... India spplied 
‘goods {0 4 value of 3,380,000 tila (51,500), and Traq 4,646,000 rials (£70,500), 

Tables showing the values of "commercial ” tmports- from the princtpal 
importing enunteies are attached. 


Exporte 
(A) Mineral Oite and Products 


Shipments of the Anglo-franian Oil Company during the year 1:81 were 
7,082,380 tons valued at 1,313,501,208 rials ( 100). 
‘The principal countries of destination were 


Approximate 
tone. 1,000 rial, 
Q) Great Britain and breland 3,272,380 507,812 
(2) Union of South Africa 276,084 
India sa 127,050 
Egypt 4 S137 
(3) Aetiealia 
(8) Aden 
(7) Coylon 
Norway 
Tealy 
Coy ie c= 115,919 








(B) Other exports: 
The principal exports were -— 
Approximate 
Tons. 1,006 rial. 
(1) Wool, raw and carded and 
hair 11,658 162,590 
@) Carpets z 2764 
(8) Cotton 19887 
(8) Apricots 8.933 
(5) Raisins 21.764 
(6) Gums 4317 
(7) Almonds 4730 
(8) Lambskins (1,184,956 pieces) 
(9) Opium 135 
(10) Rice 87,700 
(11) Tanned skins 1.580 
(12) Casings 302 


Germany was easily the biggest bayer of Persian produce, the total amounti 
to 67,405 tons valued at 442.553,200 rials (€6,748,180), a, record figure, repre- 
Presenting 47-8 per cent. of the total commercial exports. ‘The principal exports 
ere: woo, hair and carded woo, 2.800 tone vaolued at 99471240 rials; eaton, 
11,369 tons, value 68,004,080 rials; carpets, 1,004 tons, 56,253,570 rials; raisins, 
20,785 tons, value 51264410 rials). npricots, 8255 toa, valine 49,300,460 7 
and tanned skins, 1,472 tons, of a value of 21,413,400 rials. 

‘The United States is the next best customer, with a total of 124:135,358 rials 
(1,301,440), or 13-4 per cent. of the total commercial exports, ‘The principal 
products purchased in the States were: carpets, gums, wool, lambekins, casings 
and pistachios. ‘i 

Exports to the US.8.R. amounted to 117,073,900 (61,782,800), nai wool, 
hair and carded wool, raw cotton, rice, live-stook anid akin 
Boat alias “abe of Persian produce amounted. 10. 07,161,000 (£870,600), 
including almonds, spices, forage, wool, dates and gums. 
ports to the United Kingdom were restricted and only amounted to 
20,981,000 (£319,700), chiefly Iambskins, carpets, wool and goat hair, gum anc 


Morag took litte from Persia—gum and forags'to a value of 8,007,000 rinls 
total of 5,750,700 rials (£87,600), 


Imports from Principat Exporting Countries 


(Exclusive of duty-free goods) 
March 21, 1090, 0 —Maroh 24, 1040, to 
‘Mare 0, 1040. Mare 30, 1041 
(1,000 rial, (1,000 vals) 


I.—Total imports from— 
159,056 870,080 


Germany : 
95,801 43,982 
none P oasTs 78,200, 


United Kiagdon” 47.164(') 67020 


40,255 72,505 
sek. 780 boa 


T1_—Cotton piece-goods— 
103,128 127,090 

88,616 24,018 

51,270 

17337 

27 

23,825 


a3 















































111. —Woalle 
Total 

Gormany 
United Ritigdom 
Belgium 
Italy 
Franoe 
Japan 


1V.—Machinery— 
‘Total 
Gormany 
Unived Stntos 
ited Kingdom 
Franoo 
Crechoslovaki 
USS. 


V.—Ralling-stopk— 


nydom 


Switzerland 
Bwoden 
Holland 


Vi--Motor lorie, busoa, de 


United Staton 
USSR... 

i 
United Kingdom 


VII.—Complete enr»— 
United States 


Sweden 


VITI—Motor eyoles— 


Germany 
United Kingdon 


—Gyeles, trieyte: 
United Kingdom 
Germany 
India 

japan 

USSR. 
Others 
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March 21, 1999, to 
Marck 20, 1940, 


(2,000 rials) 


March 21, 1940, to 
March 20, 1941 


(1.000 rials) 
11,188 
7814 
1645, 

426, 

912 

277 

420 
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March 21,1990, t0. March 31,1940; to 
March 30, 1040 ares 3, 10 
X—Rails and accessories — Tous. (1,000 rials), (2.000 sil) 
14,982 
many 2 4.257 
Denmark 
Belginm 
‘United Kingdom 


19,195 17,462 24,702. 


XL—tron and steel worked motal 
including tools and nails— 


Total .. 49,002 


Germany 30,670 
United Kingdom 5,808 
4/206 

3,077 

1,687 

369, 


90,401 


Belgiam 
Holland 
Jovn 


Egypt 16,901 
USSR 9,000 
XUL~Tea~ 


Total 80,970 


India 62,200 
Sas 24984 
Geyton 08 
Japan 80 

hina 18 


(B 1285 /122/4) No. 35, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received February 94.) 


Tehran, February 1, 1942. 

[HAVE the honour to enclose French translations of the «peeches delivered, 
at the dinner beld to colebrate the signature of the treaty of alliance, by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Prime Minister in Porsian and by the 
Soviet Ambassador in Russian. A copy of my own speech is also enclosed, in 
English. Summaries were sent to you in my telegram No. 143 of ‘the 
Stat January, 1042.0) 

2° The Prime Minister had suggested beforehand that my Soviet colleague 
and I should try to dissipate the anxiety caused by the reports that when the 
Secretary of State was in Moscow be made a deal with M. Stalin Persia, 
He admitted that the clear wording of the treaty ought to suffice to dissipate the 
false reports, but pleaded the ignorance of the Persian public and (this to me 
‘slone) their suspicion of Russian motives as justification for his. request. 
M. Smirnov was s0 fortunate as to discover a wide assurance given by M. Stali 
in his last speech, and he quoted this; as for myself, I was able to com 
assurance based upon my conversations in Moscow, 

‘J. It will have been noticed that the Prime Minister did his best to associate 
the United States with the alliance, When the signature of the Atlantic Charter 
was first aunounced I quoted the charter to the Prime Minister and the Minister 


(0) Not printed 
[24085] u4 
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for Foreign Afiirs ax affording’ am additional guarantee for the execution of 

British and Soviet undertakings towards Persia, and this obvious idea has been 

adopted by the Persian Government so firmly that they not only secured the 

insertion in the treaty of a reference to the charter. but they even suggested 10 

the American Minister, as L reported in my telegram No. 97 of the 12th January, 

that the United States should adhere to the tripartite treaty of alliance. They 

are even expecting economic assistance from the United States, Me. Bullift 

having arowted their appetite by suggesting that Persia might he able to benefit 
ty the provisions of the Lease and Lend Act 

4. The Prime Minister, im hin desire that the draft treaty aboald be 

dlivcussed fully, a0 that no one should be able to accuse him of having secured ite 

seemed annoyingly dilatory to His Majesty's Government 

fren" prevaricatory.” * Having, however, sccured-a ssweeping. 

tanjority for the ireatyin the Majit, be is supporting iv stroogly- ‘Tie eupport 

is very. valuable, for T doubt. whether ‘any ber Torsian’satesnan his" tbe 

which M. Feroaght enjoy 
ite encloures to His Majesty's 
gorn, and to the Secretary of 
Thparent, New Des 
have, db 
RW. BULLARD, 


Ambassadors at Kuibyshey, Bagd 
the Government of India in the F: 





(B 1897/87/38) 

Consut Vaughan-Russell to Mr. Eden—(Received March 5.) 
No. 7. 
COTS. Majety's Cova '§t Kermanshal presente hin compliniiity 14) His 


Majesty's Principal Sectotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hax the honour 
to trananit to his « py of Kermanshah Diary for the month of January 1943. 


Kermanshah, February 1, 1942, 


Enclosore in No, 36, 


(Confidential. 
! )_ Kermanihah Diary for Yanuary 3044 


(a) General Obsereations, 


he Persian oubtedly 
made further prt led, (he 
mal, except 

authority is. now firmly established throughout: the 

whole Korma district except for mame areas in Central Kurdistan, 

and efforts to bring there areas under control are likely to be mado when, the 

roads are free of mow and military movements ean be carried out with greater 

facility 

3°" The genceal state of feeling here, though still unfriendly, has tended to 

improve slightly, largely as. result of Allied sncceses in Russia and in North 

‘Africa. Fear and mistrust of Russia are growing, however, and if the Russians’ 

activities in North and North-West Persin were less hostile to the Persiana, there 
i every likelihood that Auglo-Persian relations would much improve. 


() Persian Adi ha 
. Amirs-Kull Zanganeb, a well-know landow 
mos, arriced hers oa tie seh deasaey 0 take over tho datier of 
(Governor-General) of the Wth Ustan. On the same date Zein-ul-Abedine Qiam 
‘senior official in the Persinn Ministry of the Interior, arrived here ot 
Appointment ax Furmandar (Governor) of the Kermanshah Province 
5, Amiri-Kull is an elderly easy-going man with little ad 
experience of ability and possessing very little “drive.” He is m 
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haracter, and it is clear that he will show little independence of judgment, and 
will follow the advice of Qiami, an able, energetic official, so it seems. 

6 Amit-i-Kull has made loud protestations of friendship and of his desire 
to collaborate with the British authorities in Persia, and it seems probable that 
he wiil be helpful; at the same time it-is unlikely that he will be able to exercise 
much influence over the Persian General Officer Commanding here, who, though 
not actually unfriendly, can hardly be said to be whole-heartedly pro-British 1m 
his attitude. 

Another important change in the local 
Was the appointment of Colonel Artta 
Colonel Jehangiri, who was removed from 
insufficiently help 

8. ‘Tho Farmandar of Hamadan has also been changed recently, and. the 
incumbent of that post is an official amed Sayyid Majidi, regarding whom little 
is known at present. 


(©) Situation in. Kurdistan 
_ 9. Both the Kurdish rebels and the Persian military authorities have foun 
it tmposibe to be wor active daring January owing to hoary falls of mow and 
tho bitterly cold weather which prevailed here for several weeks, until the 
wary. The Persian military authorities, probably because they suspected 
an casing-off in the Kurdish rebels’ liking for the struggle, decided to 
ance upon Diwandorre (40 miles north of Senna)—where the garrison ‘wit 
leaguered—and, after & skirmish with the Kurds at Zagheh, near Diwanderre 
‘abont the 12th . telioved their garrison. About thirty-four til 
50 prisoners were taken; the Persian milita 
ution of hooting the prisoners ax a wat other Kurds 
bea wholesale msacre of the latter thi threat was reported 
to His Majesty's Minister at Tebran, who took steps through the Persian 
Miniator of War to prevent it 
10. Tucan hardly be donbted tbat, if large numbers of Kurds had been shot 
‘or hanged in cold. blood as was originally suggested, the Kurdish rebels hatred 
for the Persian administration would have been intensified and their determina: 
tion to resist would have been strengthened, If the Persian toilitary authorities 
cherished hopet of crashing Kurdish resistance by intimidating the Kurds an a 
osult of wholesale shootings and hangings, it is almost cortain that these hopes 
ould have been doomed to disappointment. Ax the Persian authorities mint 
kelihood 0 Kardish resistance by resorting to 
forced to the conclusion that either the threat to aboot 
He ono which it was not seriously intesided to oarry out, 
hat irresponsible Persian officers were contemplating: action which, might 
have produced serious consequences 
11. At a moment when the Russians are reliably reported to be encouraging 
Kurds to hope that, with Soviet support, they will be able to sccure. redress 
the Persian authorities or even some meas ‘nutonomy, it would seem 
time that t intoreste—made A serious 
th the Kurds. To alienate Kurdish 
mirest way of driving the Kurds into the arms of 
wsians and to encourage the Kurds to turn to the latter for help which 
has teen denied to them by the British military authorities 
12. A hhint in the above sense was conveyed to the newly-arrived Ustandar 
(Governor-General), Amir-i-Kull, to-day, and he appeared nich impressed. with 
the soundness of the advice. It'was emphasised that the opinion expressed by 
His Majesty's Consul was a purely persanal one, and did not. hevessarily 
represent the views of His Majesty's Government. The Ustandar admitted that 
the uns had some cause for complaint, abd that there was good reann to 
attempt a new approach to the Kurdish problem, As a sure means of placating 
the Kurds the suggestion was put forward by His Majesty's Const! that 
conscription (of which the Kurds strongly disapprove) might be suspended at 
Jeast temporarily—in Kordistan, ‘This suggestion nroused_ no. unfavourable 
comment, and it is not unlikely that the new Ustandar, who is making a series 
of tours in his Ustan on assuming office and expects to visit Kurdistan shortly, 
‘will make some efforts to act upon the advice given to him. Indeed, he expressed 
the desire to discuss with His Majesty's Consul the Kurdish problem ‘and. to, 
obtain his views thereon and suggestions for solving. it. 
‘At the moment the. ronds in Central Kurdistan are. blocked! with 


4 to 10 feet of snow. and no military or guerrilla operations on a lange seale van 
be attempted with any certainty of success. Sakkiz (75 miles north-west of 
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Senna) is still occupied by rebel-Kurds, and rumours from Kurdish or alarmist 
Persian sources that the Russians have moved. so far south as that town are 
regarded as untrue by: competent judges of the situation, It is practically 
certain, however, that'a Soviet detachment has for some time past been stationed 
in Sauj Bulagh, 120 miles north-west of Senna. The Persian military authorities 
aro known to be anxious to reocenpy Sakkiz, but, as explained above, there is still 
too much snow on the roads to make an advanice to that area possible, and, in any 
ease, it is likely that Hama (Mohammad) Rashid Waina and other Kurdish rebel 
leaders would oppose the occupation of Sakkiz if and when attempted. 

14. General Shahbakhti, General Officer Commanding here, has appointed 
Saifullah Khan Ardelan as Farmandar of Sakkiz, but this appointment is 
obviously premature. He has also appointed. as Farmandar of Merivan 
Mahmud Khan Kanisanan, who will be responsible to him for the maintenance 
of order in that area. It is difficult to judge how far this appointment, should 
bo regarded as indicating that the Persian Government's authority has been 
restored in the Merivan and Avroman districts. Actually, there is uo confirma- 
tion that Persian military and civil authorities have re-established themselves in 
that area: if that is the case, the appointment of Mahmud Khan as Farmandar 
of Merivan is little moro than a. piece of window-dressing designed to foster the 
belie? that conditions in Kurdistan are improving and becoming normal once 
again. 


(a) Tribal Noter. 

15. As the tribal situation in Kurdistan has been dealt with in the previous 
section of this dinry, there is little of much importance to report regarding tribal 
affairs in the rest of this consular district 

16, ‘The Kalhur tribe in quiet, and it 1s to be hoped that the calm will not 
be dinturbed ax a result of the rivalries of the two principal claimants to ite 
headship, Amir Makhsux Ghobadian and Keriin Davadian. 

17. _Presaure brought to bear recently upon the Kakawand tribe has also 
yielded good results, and the tribermen have surrendered and agreed to hand over 
hoi arms and most of the property-chiefly cattle and sheop-looted by them 
from their neighbours, 

18, It would, however, be a mixtake to conclude from the above undoubted 
uccowes that all the tribesmen in this district have now handed over to the 
Persian military authorities the arms which they managed to collect in September 
‘and October 1041, Exnet figures showing the totals of all arms, &c, collected are 
not available, but it would be unwise to assume that, asa reauit of recent tribal 
surrenders, the tribesmen in this area are completely disarmed, determined to keep 
the peace and willing to respect and obey the Persian Government's authorities, 
10 i probable that, while a large percentage of the tribesmen's arms has been 
surrendered, many hundreds of rifles-—perhaps even 2,000 or 3,000—are still in 
their hands; it would be too much to ex i 
ritles, which will certainly provide the wherew 
“hooting ”” season later on. 


(©) Economie Situatic 
19, During January prices of all commodities and goods continued to rise 
sharply, and, despite representations made to the President of the Municipality 
and to the chief of police by the British municipal authorities and by. this 
consulate—urging the need for immediate and drastic action to combat 
profiteering) and hoarding, and to control prices—the situation further 
leteriorated. 

‘20. At his first interview with the newly arrived Ustandar His Majesty's 
Consul referred to the serious effect of the recent rise in most prices on the living 
conditions of the overwhelming majority of the local population, und emphasised 
the fact that, as earlier representations had yielded no results, the time to take 
immetnts avd energetic measures to Tedce prices and to punish prafteers was 
long overdue. Although it is only one week since the Ustaudar arrived, a 
boginning in the uphill task has been made and a alight fall in prices of a few 
commodities has been brought about. ‘The local population is, however. still too 
apathetic to collaborate with the local authorities and the latter can hardly be 
expected to make stich headway as long as the townsfolk hesitate to denonnce 
profiteers and do nothing to help Government officials in their efforts to check 
the rise in the cost of living here. 

21. The wheat situation is now regarded as satisfactory and local stocks 
are known to be lange enough to meet the needs of this district until mid-July, 
when the 1942 crop bevomes available. Incidentally, the 1942 wheat crops in the 
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Kermanshah district are likely to be about 30 per cent. below the average in 
lume. 

22. Sugar stocks are getting very low and unless further consignments reach 
Kermanshah before the 10th March, local supplies will by then be exhausted. 

23. The local authorities are encouraging farmers to plant, during the late 
Winter and the eatly spring, maize, rice and peas; crops of the above will be a 
Valuable addition to the country’s food stocks if wheat supplies run short, 

24 Supplies of matches in this district have dwindled to almost vanishing 
Foint and cigarettes, oo, are getting scarce: in coneequence, spegulation in the 
Above articles is going on despite the fact that prices for them ure " fixed" by the 
Persian Government 

25. Imported cotton piece-goods are now almost unobtainable and even 
locally produced cotton goods are obtainable only with great diflculty ns tho local 
‘thorities are eking out supplies by reducing the amount of the materials made 

ilable for sale to the public. 


(0) Tripartite Treaty: Local Redetions 
26. The treaty negotiations, as described in the Tehran press, aroused not a 
little interest and owing to the anti-British attitude of the majority of the 
Population, comment was generally unfavourable at first, As the meaning of 
the treaty became generally known and the population gradually became reasstired 
that the treaty did not provide for the calling-up of Persians to serve in the Allied 
‘ariniex, comment on the treaty became less unfayourable and it was regarded as a 
ecessaty evil which Persia could vot possibly. avoid g 
‘There is absolutely no trace of enthusiasm, however, aod any functions 
held to celebrate the occasion of the signature of the treaty are likely to be a 
fiasco. Indeed, despite the fact that General Shablakhti was informed a month 
that it was considered fitting that the signature of the treaty abould be mado 
the occasion for celebrations, he hax made no wove, Nor has the Ustandar. 
Neither the Beitish military authorities nor thin conmlate have taken the 
initiative. As the signature of the treaty has revoked no enthusiasm, and tho 
arrival of a Soviet convular colleague upon the sceno will strike yet another 
Aiscordant note here, i is proposed to awail-n lows unfavourable Socasin for 
giving a large party. 
(g) British Propaganda and State of Loci Feeling. 

23. During the past month there have been no noteworthy developments as 
far as British propaganda in this district is concerned. British news-reols and 
Sime wich Persian soundtracks are stil awaited, Travelling cinematograph 
lunits which were expected to be in commission by the ond of 1961 have not yet 

‘The numbers of battery-openated radio sols (with loud-speakers) avail- 

able in this district are still inadequate, Suitable posters and publicity material 

re still arriving in a quite insulficient volume; indeed, Persians might, well 

ine, when cousidering our propaganda efforts in Persia, that Britain is 

indifferent ax to what Persians think about the Allies’ war efforts and is not trying 
to influence local opinion here, ’ 

20, Steps are doubtless being taken to provide the material, the equipment, 
the funds and the staff for carrying on propaganda on a suitable scale here. but in 
the meantime the campaign here is ** hanging fire” and our half-hearted methods 
Are arousing in British circles unfavourable comment and criticism, 


(h) Opening of Soviet Consulate, Kermanshah. 
30. With reference to paragraph 20. of Kermanshah Diary for 
December 1941, M. Viatcheslay Chyetsov, the Consul of the U, arrived 
here on the 2ist January, since which date he has been looking for a house 
which to establish his consulate, He has not yet made a formal call on Hi 
Majeny's Consul. As neither be nor the two Russian members of the consulate's 
siafl speak any language but Rossian, it is dificult to imagine how the Soviets 


‘consulate propose to maintain contact with Persians in general and the local and 
British authorities here. As Soviet interests here are non-existent, it may make 
no difference whether the members of the staff of the Soviet consulate are able 
totalk Persian and/or English, or not 

J.R, VAUGHAN-RUSSELL, Coneul. 


British Consulate, Kerautnshah, 
Februrry 1, 1942. 
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(B 1478/262/38) No. 87. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Receiced March 6) 


(No. 85, Secret.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 5, 1942. 

LHAVE the honour to fa memorandum in which 
His Majesty's C K 


"He was, howover, concerned for the fate of the Christians, especially 
in Azerbaijan, after the withdrawal of the So ightly or 
wrongly, the Moslems accused the Christians of helping the invader and 
already threatening vengeance 

“T admitted that His Majesty's Consul at Twbrie had similar 
‘apprehensions."* 


2. Emigration to British territories is not feasible except in a very few 
cases, aiid we must face the fact that when the Allies withdraw from Persia 
arge numbers of non Moslems who have incurred the enmity of their Moslem 
compatriots for their real or fancied support of the invaders will be left behind 
among a hostile population. The maamore of the Axsyrians in Iraq may sorve ns 
‘a warning of what might possibly happen here on # iarge scale if no steps were 
taken to prevent it, Tt ix suggeyted to me that as the many Jews and Christian 
wo einployed during the last war came to no harm afterwards, the present 
apprebiensions are baseless; but T dat think the analogy holds, for although the 
Porsinn Government seemed to believe during the list war that the Germans 
‘woul win, there was not that anti-Britiah feeling among the Persians that there 
undoubtodly ix now in many districts, especially in Kermanshah and Hamadan. 
‘Tho Russians aro also widely hated, The vanity of the Persian Moslems, 
especially the military class, has boon severely wounded, and it would be the 
natural thing for them to take revenge upon the non-Moalem minorities 

3. It-acoms probable that the Persian Government will wish to stand high 
in wortd opinion during the surly yours after the present war, and that they will 
‘consequently do all they can to prevent any occurrence which would stamp Persia 
as incompletely civilised. Moreover, they will retain a dread of Russia which 

ould provent any victimisation of any persons who may have been useful to the 
Soviet forcox during the occupation, and will try to avoid in enoral any act which 
might be used as a pretext for Soviet intervention, 

4. For a considerable number of years Persia was almost immune from 
criticism in the press of foreign countries : the slightest unfavourable reflection 
on anything Persian called forth a protest from the Shah, and out of deference to 
his susceptibilities, and fear lest his irritation should react unfavourably upon 
theit interests, foreign Governments tried to induce the press to refrain from 
publishing anything aboat Persin that was unilattering However nevessary this 
‘may have been to protect foreign interests in Persia, it certainly euconraged Riza 
Shab in his obstinacy and his indifference to the effect of his policy upon his 
people, since it silenced the one voice which might have exposed defects and 
exprested grievances. Tt is to be supposed that the foreign press will not be 
hold in check in regard to Persia after the war, and that any threat to the non 
Moslem population trom vengeful Moslems will he widely reported and discussed 
‘This should act as a serious deterrent, by its effect upon the Persian Government 

5. After the drafting of this despatch had reached this point T had an 
‘opportunity to mention to the Prime Minister the possibility that’ Moslems it 
Persia might. be feeling revengeful towards the non-Moslems.  M. Feroughi, 
while he professed to believe that the Moslems ‘* would never do such thin 
being savage like the Arabs,” said that non-Moslem foreigners tended to 
preference for Christians and Jews in Persia and that this might arouse feelings 
of jealousy. He instanced the Belgians who used to manage the Persian customs: 
they seemed to profer Armenians; and he suggested that pethaps the British 
military authorities might be showing a similar preference—a feeling no longer 
justified, now that Persian Moslems are acquainted with foreign languages. I 

not suggest to M. Feroughi that perhaps the greater energy and capacity for 
work and general reliability of the Armenian and Jew caused them to he preferred 
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above the Persian, but thanked him for a promise he gave me to keep the matter 
in mind, 
6. Tam, therefore, of the opinion that circumstances will encourage the 
an Government to keep the peace between. the various races and religions, 
and T think that they will have the power as well ns.the desire to do so. Tam, 
mwever, arranging for the possibility of inter-communal strife to be mentioned 
to various Persians of infinence, so that the governing class may be aware of the 
danger, such as it is 
7. A copy of this despatch is being sent to His Majesty’s Consul at 
Kermanshah, and copies, with copies of the enclosure, to the Government of India, 
His Majesty's Ambassadors at Bagdad and Kuibyshew and to His Majesty's 
Consul at Tabrix. 
T have, & 
R. W. BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No. 37. 


Memorandum. 


(Sceret) " 
SINCE the entry of AngloRussian fones into Persia large numbers of 


Persian Christians aid Jews have volunteered and have given their services as 
interpreters, labourers, works foremen, &.; in-shaoy ways they have done useful 
work which has been very helpful, At a time when moxt of the population of 
Persia has been unfriendly aod pro-German in sentiment, the friendly attitude 
of the nou-Moxlem minorities in Persia has contrasted very strikingly with that 
shown by the Persian Moslems, who form, of course, the overwhelting maj 
of the popalation 

hte is abundant evidence that. the Moslem majority views with’ much 
disfavour the efforts made by the Christiane and Jews here io collaborate with 
‘and tornssint the British military authorities. Tt has been reported to me several 
Himes that Moslems have warned pro-British Christians and Jews hore of the fate 
which awaits them and their women-folk “ when the Germans come into Poesia 
and drive tho Anglo-Russian forces out. of the country.” Many reparta have 
reached this consulate of Christians and Jews having been threatened by Moslena 
in the town with death "' after the cursed British troops have been defeated.” 

3. There has, of course, existed for many” years past among Moslems in 
Moria a deepsea feeling of Jealousy or envy at the comparatively preter 

h and higher standard of education and comfort enjoyed by the 
“minorities living in their midst, During the past few years many efforts 
have been made by the Porsinn Government to reduce as far as possible the 
influence and wealth of the not'-Movlem minorities established in Persia, «It ix 
lumnecewary to quote many examples or facts in support of this statements it 
‘suffices to mention the dismissal of most Jews and Christians from posts. in 
Government Departments and also from service with the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
‘Company, and the closing of scbools which Christian and Jewish communities had 
for many’ decades previously maintained at their own expense for their children, 

4. Unfair discrimioation against the ‘minorities’ in Persin has been 
the policy of the Persian Goverument for many years past, and it is not sui rising 
that the Moslems in Persia—backward and lazy for the most part—have weleomé 
this form of Government activity and iy collaborated in “' downing” the 
Christians and Jews in every possible way and at every possible opportunity. 

5. In view of the jealousy and hatred which Moslems feel towards the 

“ minorities" in Persia, there is, I think, reason to fear that. most Christians 
and Jews—whether they have actively assisted the Allied forces or not—wi 
trun the risk of being savagely ill-treated by the Moslem majority after the with. 
drawal of our troops from Persia unless mensures are taken to forestall and to 
deal with the danger. 

6. Fears as to what may happen after our withdrawal have been expressed 
tome by a few people here, and enquiries have been made as to whether facilities 
might be granted them to leave Persia for India or for British colonies and 
Dominions if, after the war, their lives were endangered by serious outbreaks of 
“‘anti-minority " feeling on the part of the Moslems here. As far as possible 
I have allayed fears and minimised the likelihood of the dangers which they 
have conjured up; that the danger is wholly imaginary it would be most unwise 
to assume, in my opinion, for anti-British feeling. already strong, is by no means 
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0 ‘the decrease, and may Iater'on develop’ into a feeling of greater hostility 
towards the “‘ minorities " who—almost to a man—have rallied to the support of 
the Allies in Persia. 

7. In view of the above observations, it would appear necessary to bear int 
mind the possibility that, later on; many thousands of pro-British Persians may 
‘ask for sanctuary in India or elsewhere in the British Empire. . Two applications 
from would-be emigrants to India have been recommended to this consulate hy 
the British military authorities; in both cases the applicants: are Christian 
Persians who are now serving as interpreters with our troops and, fearing that 
they will be victimised by Moslems for that reason, they have enquired whether 
facilities can be given to them to emigrate to India after the British forces have 
left Persia. These are two cases typical of many similar others which are likely 
to arise in the near future. 

8. T should, therefore, be grateful to learn whether His Majesty's Govern 
ment has considered the possibility of protecting the ‘* minorities in Persia, in 
the event of the lives of the latter: being threatened by Persian Moslems later on 
or when the withdrawal of Allied forces from Persia eventually takes place 

9. Copies of this memorandum have been sent to General Officer Com 
manding, Oth Indian Division, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher, Political 
Adviser, Kermanshah, for their information 


VAUGHAN RUSSELL, Consul, 
Kermanshak. January 20, 1982 





(B 1479/163/38) Now 38 


Sir Re Bullard to Mr, Bdenm(Receierd March 6) 
(No. 38) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his 
Principal Secretary of State for Eorvign Aflairs, 
herewith a copy of Tabriz No. 1 of the 1 
of the Oth February, 142. to His Majesty's Consul at’ Tabrix respecting: the 
attitude of Turkish Consuls at Tabriz and Rezaieh. 


Tehran, February 5, 1942, 
— 


Enolomure 1 in No, 38 


Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard. 
Confidential) 
3 Tabris, January ¥3 

1 HAVE the honour to report that since the beginning of the year 

‘has passed through another period of anxiety, and comparative equanitity. has 
Xt heen restored ; some people are reported to be still leaving, and few 
turn from their self-imposed exile of four months now in Tehran aud 

cleewhere. | More than one lewding official here is or receatly hax been adinitted|y 
‘on the brink of throwing up the sponge, in spite of the extra income which everyone 
‘ows that most Government employees are making perhaps even inore rapacicusly 
han before, It is indeed hard at times to decide which is the more tageaine? 
feature of the Persian middle-class charaetet—plain cowardice or scarcely veiled 
dishonesty and corruption, and one is sometimes tempted pessimistically to think 
that the continuance of Persian rule in this outlying province depends at times 
on which i the stronger factor of the two. 

2 For some weeks past there have been stories of unrest in the Kuradagh 
district, spiced with tales of Soviet intrigues among the tribesmen and incitation 
to revolt—as if the Karadaghis had not always been among the foremost to take 
advantage of any turmoil or weakness of proper government. On the Oth Tannery, 
however, stories came uhrough from fugities that « force of about 2,000 
tribesmen had attacked and looted the frontier post at Julfa, while the Sovie! 
authorities looked on indifferently, and that they were marching in force on 
Marand, where they had already summoned the fradarmerie post to surrender, 
prior to waking an attack on Tabris itself, Wild rumours Regan to circu 
that Marand had been sacked and burnt, atid that there were no. gendarmes 
fvailable to resiat the rebels. It was then that people here again talked of leaving 
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for Tehran, especially as it was said that the rebel leaders were Bolshevik agents, 
that the Soviet authorities would do nothing to check them, and that the Persian 
authorities would not venture to do so. 

3. The next day I called upon the newly arrived Soviet Consul-General to 
sce what he thought of the situation. He adinitted that the rebels at Julfa had 
Professed Soviet sympathies and had declared they were taking over on behalf 
ofa new Soviet republic in Persia, but stated that these pretensions had been 
fold-shouldered by the Russian authorities on the frontier. It scemed clear, 
however, that the latter had not raised a finger to preserve order on what ix their 
‘ain line of communication with Tabriz. I protested to my Soviet colleag. 
that surely his Government could not cooly watch armed rebel bands seizing tow! 
and villages on the Julfa-Tabriz road and driving ont the lawful poli 
authorities. He must, know that everyone in Tabriz. accused Soviet policy. of 
inciting and encouraging these disorders among the tribesmen and peasants, If 
the Soviet authorities were unwilling to take steps’ to restore order along this 
road, at least he should advise the Persian authorities here what to do, as I felt 

ry were too nervous to do anything which they feared might not please. the 
Russians so near to the frontier. M. Koulagenkoy had hardly been here long 

h to form opinions of his own, and gave me what obviously were the Soviet 
cal Bureau's answers, saying that those people who were accused of 

fomenting trouble in the vilinges were not Rassians, but agents provecatours in 
disguise, that the unrest was caused largely hy greedy lnndlords going to extort 
inoney and produce from the peasantry, that the [ersian authorities made tronble 

Persecuting those villagers who had been sympathetic or helpful to the Soviet 
forves of occupation (my despatch No, 38 of the 2h December last, parageaph 9, 
mentions the Persian version of this accusation), and that, if the local authorities 
really wished to pat down disorder, they conld easily do so, I again mentioned, 
however, their diffidence and timidity, and ktressed what I termed our. joint 
need for law and order in this insportant part of Persia, whore Britis 
‘and military supplies were due to pass shortly. I alan took the oppo 
getting in a few digs at the Soviet Political Bureau's methods 
in flagrant contradiction with the policy enunciated by M. Si 

plomats generally. To my wurprise he admitted that (meaning 
doubtless the Polithureau or Ogpu in uniform, whose existence is never openly 
acknowledged as such) had undoubtedly made some mistakes here, but he himself 
hoped to put things right. 

4. Later T saw various Persi 


sending against the rebels. 
after much delay. Actually. sa 
threatened town of 
away. Tt later trans 


wudarmes arrived, 
Psforence in Persian Ed 


to be oft—for the tine being. 7 
at Julfa, which have not 

5. T heard afterwards that the Soviet authorities here stressed their wish 
that the Persian gendarmerie should not use ancalled-for violence against, the 
rebels. Such Communist tender-heartedness, strangely at variance with what 
is related of their own methods in the Caucasus, ‘Turkestan and Sinkiang’ in the 
past, has its own meaning, of course. for the Persians. Although I try to 
doprecate stories of deliberate Soviet and Communist intrigue among” the 
Peasantry, I'am now convinced that the Russians are. in fact, trying to make the 
‘country people at least sympathetic to them. Unfortunately, their ignorant and 
tase propaganda fed agents or emissaries know of anly one line of approach, the 
class-warfare one, and the results may soon be distinctly unpleasant uitless some 
sensible corrective is administered by wiser Soviet counsels, But the 
‘unrepentant and persistent offenders of the Politbureau, as was shown in various 
parts of Asia, not to mention many parts of Europe, go theit own irresponsible 
‘way, whatever the smooth foreign commissars may be saying to the contrary to 
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foreign diplomats in Moscow, and so itis here. I have good reason to’ believe 

that this Soviet political clique in Tabriz definitely resent my presence here, as 
it seems to necessitate more subterfuge than would otherwise te used. and even 
an ‘occasional stoppage of activities for . sbort while. when sone clumsy 
apprentice of theirs blunders too crassly. For some months now no Russian 
authority, civil or military, has visited this consulate, however often I may call 
to see them, although they cannot possibly accuse me of working against them in 
any way. Now that'a Soviet Consul-General has been appointed here, speaking 
French and: with certain amount of knowledge of the world outside, relations 
may be a little less one-sided. 

6. I have mentioned in previous reports the manner in which Kurds 
swaxuer about carrying arms in Tabriz. Lacal opinion has aserred Yor seme time 
that these arms were supplied freely on the demand by the Soviet authorities 
tout T'was loath to believe this, becanse the Russians always seemed s0 short of 
farms themselves and keen to pick up stray Persian army rifles. But I am assured 
on oficial authority that a few weeks ago a party of Kurds left here with a 
Htossian lorry containing 100 rifles for the Sau} Bulagh district, and that, the 
Soviet authorities sent word to the Persian gendarmerie along the route that 
they were not to be examined or interfered with. The Soviet Consul-General has 
formally denied tome this story, bat unfortunately spoilt the effect by adding 
that the Major Nabieff whom I had named as accempenying the consigninent 
(L had done nothing of the sort and hod never heard of the officer) could be proved 
hover to havo loft barracks in Tabriz that day. 1 have learnt from a different 
and really reliable source that the Soviet political officers here actually presented 
@ new army pistol, complete with ammunition, as a mark of esteom to the 
fiyearold on ofa Kurdish chieftain whom I knew, One of the Soviet political 
ollicern T wan talking to at a porty last autumn about hunting and shooting in 
this part of the world confessed that he was of Kurdish origin (doubtlow from 
tho F-rivan-Mount Ararat region), and T know he occasionally visits the Kurdish 

ea near San} Bulag, and also interviews Kurds i Tabrix, 

As T think E have said before, it may be that the Soviet forces still do 
thot feel too aure of their Turkish neighbours and wish to use the Kurds against 
them if nevessary. My Turkinh colleague professes to have felt a certain ecoltuots 
lately in the Russian attitude here towards him, but he is already so anti-Rursian 
at heart that 1 attach no great importatce to hix feelings, Besides thin, th 
Soviet authorities havo openly told me that the Turkish Consulate is ** working 
very hard these days, leaving me to gues what at Lonly know that my Titrkish 
colleague has two vices ind two. Turkish secretaries, although bi 
commbnity is only’ about thirty: all told, and mostly ancheriahed Armenians at 
that; yet he let out that he was asking for »till another viee-consul from Angora 
to cope with the work, Whenever I sce him his brain teoms. with secure 
mongering stories of the bazaar type, which I realise have been fod to him by 
hia hosts of Armenian spiex and informers here. He aays that the Russians are 
continually sending along stool-pigeons to him oficeing their services as Turkish 
spies, but that luckily he has means of knowing days beforehand that they aré 
coming. He told an English traveller who visited him the other day: that the 
Russians are kolling off people in Tabriz. almost daily, and that he is continually 
protesting to then officially, both of Which statements are completely. and 

‘antly untroe, He pretends to be a very deep and knowing servant of his 
‘country's interests and professes great adiiration for any larly deceitful 
‘or machiavellian pieo of work. yet if conversed with for long enoogh and worked 
4p property will betray bimelf and his opinions io the moat extraordinary way: 
Although he professes to me to be now pro-English, 1 am entirely. convinced 
‘and so is almost overy European who meets him —that he is a thorough German 
sympathiser and admirer of the Nazis. 

8. In fact, am sometimes inclined to wonder. although I have perhay 
right to do so, whether some of the unrest in this province is not beng stirred 
up by the Turkish Consulates here and at Rezaieh, and that the Russians are 
‘more truthful than one might think in saying that agente prorocateure are 
working disguised as Russians. Any Armenian or Azerbaijani would do for 
the th a knowledge of the Turkish dialect spoken here and a litle red 

buttonhole. The Persian rural police would not dare to arrest stich an 
individual, and the Russians would learn about him too late. My Turkish 
colleague expresses the utmost scorn for the present Persian régime and says it 
has no right to govern this county. During an astonishing outburst the other 
day he told me.“ Mark my words, oue day I shall be the Governor of this place, 
cand then you will see what kind of administration they will get.” It is not the 
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first time 1 have sensed this kind of idea, though uever so baldly expressed. He 
Is just been for a week's visit to the new Turkish Ambassador in Tehran, and 
isin close touch with Angora. One might be tempted to wonder whether Turkey 
has really hopes of annexing Azerbaijan, unless my-colleague. was. talking 
‘complete nonsense, and whether Germany. has, promised this province as a gift 
in case of a Nazi break-through to the Caucasus in the spring with Turkish 
‘connivance or assistance. 

9, M. Ramazanoglou always seems to have a good repertory of the more 
malicious rumours floating round the bazaar here, the latest one being that, if the 
Rassian forces should. push the Nazis back to the; German. frontier, the British 
‘Would then make terms with the enemy rather than allow Europe to be invaded 
by the Bolsheviks. This kind of talk, of course, easily goes back. to the Soviet 
authorities here via their Armenian toadies and informers, as it is no doulrt 
meant to do, 

10, There has been a little less ' democratic” movement going on in Tabriz 
Intly, partly perhaps because ofthe bitter cold in all meting: places, iuise 
quarrele have appareatly broken out among some-of the self-important and self 
secking leaders. Their newspaper Azerbaijan no longer fulminates so loudly in 
favour of Azerinijan rights and independence, culture language, justice, 
bbut argues in favour of the poor and oppressed, against boarding and the dangers 
‘of the continual increase in prrices here. ‘The other newspaper, Shahin, also cries 
‘out about the poverty rife here, the indifference of the rich, the seandal of the 
‘sugar rationing, the unbridled corruption in every branch of public life, with 
feurriloas attacks on the ex Shah (including the princes and princesses) aid is 

honest and cruel administration, especially the gendarmerie. 

11, One awkward question fs been broggh to light in the shape of a fund 
of $ million rials raised a few yoars ago in Tabriz from a small tax on bread, 
fand intended for the needs of the town and its poor. ‘The money had. somehow 
disappeared to Tehran, but stich a noive hax been made that the authorities there 
have promised to send it back, together with a grant of 4 million rials more for 
holping and finding work for the unemployed here. Unfortunately, even if those 
promises are fulfilled, no one expects any bt a xmall percentage of the proper 
‘ums to reach their real end, #0 terrible is the peelation and corruption from 
top to bottom of the Administration. However, funds are to be advanced to 
factory owners to enable them to emplay more weavers and spinners and leather 
workers, and thore may be some left over for unspecified public works. One 
might have thought that the wealthy factory owners could haye raised funds in 
the ordinary way through the National Bank of Persia if necessary, but no doubt 
the tmuch-reviled Administration and officialdom wish to gain a little apprecia: 
tion and applause in this manner, apart from the fact that the said owners show 
no mach, public spirit or xympathy with the unemployed whatever. AL present 
th edge with. the thovght that bolshevism may spread or is 
spreading hore, that the Soviet intends gradually to undermine and then, in spite 
of all denials, take over ace of Persia, and that, in any case, there will 
bo an appalling clash in the Cavcass in the coming spring from which everyone 
hore. and especially themselves, will sufler., Disquieting stories are coming 
from Rezaich regarding an incipient reign of terror caused by: a so-call 
committee of Kurdish, Azerbaijan, Armenian and Assyrian his, led by an 
‘exchanffeur, whose idea is said to be to drive ont the Tehran Administration and 
festablish # workers’ and peasants’ soviet under Russian auspices. There have 
eon several arders both of officials, kendarmes and. private citizens, and 

that large numbers of middle-class. residents, including Government 
icials, are Joaving the town and district and coming to Tabriz becanse of their 
fear of the worsening situation there. pera 


F. A. G, COOK. 


Enclowire 2 in No. 38, 
Sir R, Bullard to Consul Cook, 


i, 263, Confidential. 
free Conk, ‘ Tehran, February 5, 1942, 
YOUR ch No. 1 of the 12th January, paragraph 8 and 9. 
‘The Turkish Ambassador recently complained to me that the Turkish Consul 
at Rezaich seemed to be alarmist and subject to something very like persecution 
mania, and for that and other reasons I was certain that he would not approve 
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of the attitute which you attribute to the Turkish Consul in Tabriz, I therefore 
told him in confidence of the remark which M. Ramazanoglou made to. you 
(middle of paragraph 8) and of his weakness for malicious rumours. The 
ambaseador: said he was greatly obliged, as it confirmed fears which he bad 
already formed about AM Ramazanoglon, He said that he had recently written 
to him very stiffly, saying that it was impossible to come to any conclusion from 
the despatches from Tabriz what the situation was, the most alarmist reports 
being mixed ap with the blandest optimism; and he showed me in confidence 3 
telegram written in even stiffer terms which he had seat to Tabriz a few davs 
before. ‘The telegram instructed the consul to keep in mind the declared policy 
of the Turkish Government in regard to Persia and not on any account to indulge 
in any activity or to take any initiative in the affairs of the country. but to adhere 
faithfully to the rile of impartial observer and reporter, 

Tam sending copies of this letter to the Foreign Office and to His Majesty's 
Ambassadors at Angora and Kuibyshev 

Yours sincerely, 


RW. BUI 





(B 1686 /163/34) No. 39. 


(aio. 50) Bt &: Ballard to Ate. Bdens~(Reereed: Marek 13) 
(No. 50.) 
HIS Majesty's representative presenta his compliments to His Majesty's 
State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
ch to Tehran No. 2 of the 28th January, 1942, 
ation in Azerbaijan, 


Tehran, February 17, 1042, 


Enclosure in No, 39, 


Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard. 

(Nov 2. Confidential) 

Bissen hed Tose i sonst this. January 28. 1942 
b the honour to report that, in accordance with your telegram No. 3 

1 have paid a vinit to Teraiel to sow whethor the sithation there, wee as bad 
described in rumours current during the last few weeks in Tabriz, where abe 
1.000 refuoew had arrived because of the alleged lack of security in the town 
and, disteiot weat of Lake Urumi 

2. Various telegrams sent by mic during the first half of the month will 
have described reports that a ‘Terrorist Committee formed of mixed Azerbaijani, 
Kurdish, Armenian and Axayrian elements was in virtual control of the town of 
Urania, that many officials were leaving because they had been threatened or 
(a4 they pretend) hecause they could not carry on usefully in the face of stich 
difficulties and lack of authority, that robberies and killings were rife in the 
town, and that hundreds of middle-class landowners, merchants and professional 
men were abandoning their properties and callings and were flocking to Tabrir, 
With mont disquieting effect on the already nervous population here. 

‘ leaving Tabriz I valled on ‘the Soviet Consul-General to inform 
him of my departure nextday, atid to discuss the rumours of disorder in Rezaich 
He said he thought that there was much exaggeration going on. that the Persian 
authorities there could keep onder if they really wished, and that if there were 
disorders these wore possibly caused by Fuscist agents-provocatcurs, ‘This last 
argument [heard later from the Russian authorities in Rezaich, and feel sure 
that it emanates from the Politruk department in order to hide up or excuse 
their own misdoings, especially when things get somewhat out of hand, on the 
same lines presumably as the accusations of sabotage in the famous. wreckers™ 
trials in Moscow 4 few years ago, I did not stress all that I had heard from 
varions sources, about the Rezaich position, especially the changes of Soviet 
interference and obstruction, but gave him to understand that my journey had 
boon planned for sometime and that I-wished to know whether the rumours were 
false, adding that my visit might perhaps encourage the timid Persian officials to 
keop better law and order—in the interests of Soviet and British policy alike. 
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M. Koulagenkoff professed to welcome my going, sind said that his people had 
already decided to help the local authorities in Rezaich to keep order. 

4. It isa fact that the Soviet forces there did begin on that day and the 
next to patrol the town and generally take the situation in hand. I did not 
arrive in Rezaich on the 18th January as planned, owing to a blizzard and 
heavy snowstorms which forced me back before reaching Marand. By the time 
T got there, on the 20th January, everyone admitted that the state of the town 
Was much easier, that the nightly robberies had stopped and that the terrorist 
elements had apparently ceased their activities and were lying low, 

5. On the next day I called first on the Farmandar, who was left acting as 
Ustandar when General Cupal departed so hurriedly the week before. T found 
an elderly man of 68 with a quavering voice and feeble gait, a reputed opin 
smoker but undoubtedly intelligent and in no mind to quit his post with the rest 
In fact, he expressed himself ax anxious to be properly appointed as Acting 
Governor-General by Tehran as soon as possible, instead of being left to carry 
‘on without proper authority. In the course of a long conversation T found the 
Beneral position much as it was at Tabriz a few months ago, with the sane story 
of a collapse of administrative discipline, helplessness and incompetence among 
the police and gendarmerie, nervousness of the Russians and critical misgivings 
at their non-co-operation on the one hand and their meddling and allewed 
disruptive tacties on the other, lack of social ar civie sense among the middleclass 

lation, aad in reedincas of the undesirable elemoats ta Uryo and country to 
Take advantage of the unpopolar Tehran adminisivations's cbvicus woakees and 
lack of direction. j 

6. ‘The Farmandar said that while General Cupal had had difficulties with 
the Soviet authorities, he himself had little to complain of from them, but he 
did wish they would leave him to maintain law and order withoat interferons 
Only recently they had told him that the local police force must be reduced from 
17 men to a figure of 54 only. He had demurred, pointing ont. that 
there were too few police already in view of the disturbed state of the dintrict, 
but had thought best to dismiss fifteen men to, begin Rezaich had one 
Inndred gendarmex but only forty-six hd had rifles until this week, when fory 
four tore arms arrived: such a fore was completely unable to maintain security 
‘alone the main roads and in the country districts and, in fact, had ceased thinking 
of doing so. Officers and met fatly refused to carry out their duties outaide the 
town, and threatened to resign rather than do so. AS « result, Government 
influence outside Rezaieh itself was practically nil; the landowners dared ot 
Visit their villages to collect their wheat and other dies; and so refused to pay 
the legal tax of 3 per cent. themselves, Any man of property in:the countryside 
‘was liable to be robbed and (as had happened) murdered, while discontented 
elements, sometimes Armenian or Assyrian, hail mote of less set up independent 
Village rule. In the town itself conditions were not much better, ‘There hid been 
meeting in a principal mosque at which a crowd had resolved that the present 
Administration should he deposed, a committee af five appointed to govern the 
town, and a person named Sheikh Taha set ap ax Governor-General in place of 
General Capal, who had fled. (Nothing more had come of this, however.) Havdly 
any taxes were being paid, except on small controlled commodities like opium 
anid cigarettes, The peasants who brought produce into the town either refused 
to pay otros tax at tho entrance, oF pald what they thought Bt, andthe aflcats 
And police there were too nervous to'deal with them ‘The leading hal frm of 
distillers and wine-sellers openly refused to pay any excise-tax or put any tax- 
banderolles on their bottles, and had threatened an exciseman with a rovolver 
when he called, On the other hand, there was n serti-sectet committes who held 
meetings in a honse near the governorate (and the Russian headquarters, too, 
incidentally), and who seemed to be developing some terrorist power over certain 
elements of the town's population, especially Armenians and Assyrians. ‘Their 
activities, and still mote their rumoured and supposed activities, had heen largely 
responsible for the exodus of officials and well-to-do merchants, ax everyone was 
convinced that they were known to the Soviet authorities and had their approval 
and support. ‘This committee contained some sinister individuals and was 
enlisting the support of others by threats and fear, while it was supposed to be 
maintaining itself by the nightly robberies and burglaries which took place in the 
town, without the police daring to interfere. I heard about this committee both 
from the refugees in Tabriz and from every individual I met in Rezaich, and 
to amount of questioning or incredulity on my part would shake anyone's belief 
in, and knowledge of, its existence, or of its being definitely in touch with the 
Russians. T also mentioned it to the Soviet Colonel Commandant in Rezaieh 
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during my interview with him; as usual heat first denied any knowledge of such 
a body, and: then said it must be a Fascist organisation and would be dealt. with 
Next day, according to confidential information received: by the Farmandar, the 
Russians told the committee that it had to disperse. 

7, Before dealing with other problems, it would be well to-deseribe the 
Poor quality of the local: police, My first. impressions of them in Rezaieh were 
most unfavourable... They slouched slong the pavements in twos or threes; hands 
in pockets, with « hang-dog Jook, mostly unshaven and unkempt, afew with black 
boots and leggings, some with khaki pattees and shoes, and one 1 saw with heel 
less slippers ind white socks as part of his uniform. ‘The population take little 
oF no notice of them at all. One T saw on duty at a principal crossing smoking 
& pipe, while a few yards away the main avenue was blocked with donkeys, whoee 
owners had turned the spot into a standing market for wood and other produce. 
T saw no police officers at all in the streets, because they were all too nervous to 
Venture out. The chief of police had not been outside for a fortnight before my 
arrival and lived. in one room with two policemen on guard outside. » Everyone 
says that the bulk of the poli in Rezaich are known to be inveterate opium- 
amvokers and to bo worthless ax public guardians. ‘The Farmandat admitted that 
they still only receive 120 rinls a month (less than £1) as pay, although they- were 
officially promined 240 rials: months ago. . The Tehran authorities promised to 
send more money, but have not done so. At Dilman (Shabpur) I foand that 
policemen wore getting 170 rials instead of 240. Tho gendarmerie are tot. it 
much botter condition. Nobody seems to expect them to fight or resist. wrong, 
doers unless they outnumber the attackers, and they will not xo into, the 
countryside, where they are supposed to be.” Their chief in Haraich is also m 
characterless heavy opium-smoker, No pod can bo done until bath corps aro 
reorganised and properly trained, regularly Pil w living wage and taught some 
notion of their duties. At present they ate half-paid, but do not earn even that, 
and use the disturbed state of the town and countryside ws an excuse for theit 
sloth instend of the reverse. Ono really cannot altogether blame the Russians 
fon nat actively cooperating with stich a nondescript and slovenly” lot Of 

ndividuals, 

5 Although it appears that for some time the town had not heen patrolled 
bby police, when I arrived armed Soviet guards were patrolling the streets both 
At night and. in the daytime, and everyone admitted that oreo 
restored. One of the chief enuses of police timidit 
Villagers or Kurds about ton day before on tax 
sutrance of the town, in which two 


heard 
nid thet the police inside 


themselves, 
4 lle ne 
‘ersian gem ict arrested these, Th 
overshadowed in local eyes by’ the al 
dermandivg he release of certain criminals 
‘on their own initiative for the murder of a ri The 
beet) macte of this ste ‘and. doubtless it has pal 
Persian source) that actually two 
eh (the Rustians, say nt their 
Persian justice, nearly t ths 
charged. The Tesla then told the Governor. 
be sentenced or else set free, so he instructed the 
mediately. 
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10. It was ostensibly these and similar sét-backs that made General Cupal 
abandon his post and leave for Tehran. The trath appears to be, however, that 
he got himself into an impossible psition by his bullying and insulting methods 
atthe beginning of his tenure, going so far as to abuse Kurds in public and knock 
Off their turbans.” He seeras also to have been unnecessarily stiff and tactless with 
tho Russians, who probably made things no easier for him, until he: was forced 
‘out of the place. During the last week or two he was obviously afraid of his 
life, having received threatening letters and messages, and was never without 
& strong guard, even taking two cars-full of police when be visited the telegraph 
bffice, only a hundred yards or so from his official quarters, If Tehran is to retain 
‘control of Rezaieh and its frontier area, it mst send better men, not necessarily 
nilitary officers, but proved administrators with both courage and discretion, to 
handle’ the various tribes and races, as well as to rub along with the So 
‘authorities on the spot ! 

11. I called on the Soviet Commandant on the first afternoon of my visit, 
‘and found him with a young civilian who turned out to be the new Soviet View: 
Consul at Rezaich, not yet officially appointed to the post. The commandant is a 
eavalry colonel, probably a very good eoldier, but I should say not a particularly 
clever administrator. ‘The young vice<onsul, who acted as interpreter, made most 
of the running at the interview, although he cannot have been long in the place, 
Wo did a lot more preliminary fencing than is usual even for a Russian interview, 
until they at last asked my’ views on the local Rezaich situatio 
commandant that I realised that the Persian Administration let 
desired, but that the flight of 1,000 inhabitants to Tabriz Wat a somowhat 
doubtful advertisement for the Anglo-Soviet position in the country, and that 
while my post was at Tabriz on one of the main Tines of communication between 
the USSR and British supplies, T could not but be deeply interested i 
of the country flanking this line, and won, I mentioned the 
robberies which were undoubtedly taking place, and touched on the exiatence of 
subversive committees in the town and district. ‘The commandant and vice 
‘const replied in the now usual way ab 
and. oven accused seine of those who 


Our interview was yory polite 
and friendly throughout, and yet T felt that the commandant was somewhat 
nervous about my visit, which had undoubtedly been notified to him some days 
beforehand. On the following day T heard that he sent for the Farmandar and 
luestioned him repeatedly about his conversation with me; at the end ho aid 
1 it had been decided that the local authorities might have seventy-two police 
after all. 

12. What T did not mention to the Russian Commandant, partly because T 
am becoming diffident of harping on the same theme, and parily because I fect 
that no protests by me in Tabriz will remedy matters, was the evidence T found at 
Rezaich, just as T have been finding at Tabriz, of the activities of the political 
officers, Politruk, N.K.V.D., or whaiever the organisation may be called, While 
it must be said that the Persians, particularly the offic propertied classes, 

ly activity among the 
masses, my enquiries mich done in this regard by 
certain Soviet authorities, either from misplaced ideological veal or becatise they 
cannot see anything amiss in doing so in another coantty, especially when they 
find conditions lending themselves eo well for the purpose ‘There i no, Persted 
medical organisation whatever in the country districts, and Soviet medical officers 
visit the villages with professional skill—ond talk about how much better off and 
more cared for the peasants are in the USSR. Other officers in uniform visit 
the schools and give glowing descriptions of Soviet institutions, besides telling 
the papils.to insist on being tanght in Azerbaijan Turkish instead of useless 
Persian, Such activities have an upsetting effect on the Persian teachers as much 
tas or more than on the pupils. ‘The masters (as I heard from one of them who 
spoke good English and T think did not exaggerate) do not know where they 
stand, or whether it is of any use continuing with a proper” programme, 
Discipline is bad, both between headmasters and assistants, and between teachers 
and the pupils, who are getting out of hand. From moat of the villages the 
Government teachers have heen driven out, or si they say, by the peasants, 
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particularly in the Armenian and Assyrian districts. They are idle in the town, 
and Tebran, they. state, takes no notice of their telegraphic appeals for advice 
and assistance. The 1 director of education is known to have all packed 
ready for fight, which increases the general nervousness. Similarly. 1 heard of 3 
Soviet agricultural expert who visits the villages without. the knowledge or 
assistance of the Persian agricultural officials, who have a Government farm. 
school near Rezaich 1 met one of these Jocal officials who had been trained in 
America, and who said he would be very glad himself to co-operate with the 
Russian 'agronome and do together with him the best for the peasants in the 
coming season. The impression I got, however, was that the Russian is interested 
‘as much in gradual propaganda as in ageicuiture, It is dificult to see how to 
check these political activities, the Soviet mentality being what it is, and the 
state of this part of Persia being s0 favourable a soil at the present moment for 
their ideas. The peasants, whether Kurd, Armenian, Assyrian or ordinary 
Moslem, have been for os so browbeaten by the Persian officials and 
gendarmerie, and s0 fleeced and ground. down by the landowner and middle-class 
element that when they now see the Government incapable of keeping. order oF 
administering the countryside, and find the landowner oo frightened to stay 
‘among them or even visit them, they, are ready to take matters into their ows 
hands’ im an ignorant way and’ do without gonlarmes, ollicials. or. landowners 

Russian offcera who visit them, of course. une oot key to toast on restoring 
the wri and econamic satus gua, aud fom all aceauts are only wo ready to 
uggent that the peasants should own their land and the product of their toil, 
‘and even form village committees to govern themselves for the time being’ ‘There 
may be nothing politically subversive about this in thelr opinios; they are do 
what a religions missionary would presumably do if he found. the forces an 
prestige of m heathen theocracy temporarily broken down, but it ia doubtful 
Whether they are not playing a dangerous game for all concerned in this part of 
tho world, especially. whien their own Soviet Government repeatedly asserts, ita 
intention Of no infringing the rights ad the integrity of Pani 

1h Tt wax interenting to lowrn from one landewn 
ininority of good and huiaane proprietors, who hed poe insect thee eae 


‘and ero} 
‘Aterbayjai 


things over again, Tt will be a ti 
‘mous plat 


the famous pinot Reza whi 
inv all Asiag Hf this ca 
16. The remedy for the proms 


a ‘minor officials to 
galling or ideologically undesirable 
maces interfering political offers 
a different type. preferably from 
areas instead of from the towns, as at present. The police 
Vetter trained and paid, and-made- more. self-respecting. thas the sk 


no 


notidescripts who serve little or no purpose as things are. ‘The higher off 

should be better chosen and given more responsibility. with less bureaucracy a1 
‘centralisation among the lower officials. In the country districts there will have 
to be more freedom and less bullying, whatever the bureaucrats trained on the 
ex-Shih’s lines may think. The Farmandar of Rezaich told me that the need for 
local bakshidars, or sub-governors of country districts, has been seen, and 
discussed and agreed to by the Tehran authorities, but there are-difficalties: in 
ting the scheme under way. Two such sub-governors have heen appointed in 
Salmas district, but when an attempt was made to appoint. one in a Kurdish 
‘area the usual Kurdish intertribal jealousy immediately displayed itself, and 
Various chiefs came to Rezaich to say that on no account could that nominee 
control or present their particular tribes. Thus, on. the ono hand no Kurd may 
be acceptable, and on the other no non-Kurd will think of accepting such a post 
until authority is restored and a posse of gendarmes sent with him to maintain 
it, neither of which conditions is feasible at present. At Sauj Bulagh (which is 
in the Rezaich Ustan) the Kurdish notable, Chazi Mohamed, contitues to keep 
order. with the nominal approval of the Tehran Government, by means of a force 

of mounted men, and sanction has been given to the adoption of this arrany 
ment among the Mamash tribes under Amir Azad, further west, tnit although 
se Farmandar has went a message tothe latter be has oained no response as yt 
16. T would add a few odd impressions which may appear disjointed, but 
may haye some bearing on what is written above. Along the roads every 
gendarmerie post outside the town is a ransacked rnin, with even windows and 
door-frames torn out, and I saw no gendarmes except in Khoi, Dilman and 
Rezaich, where there are police also. ‘The two largest official buildings in the 
main square of Rezaich still show every window stanabod from a bomb which fell 
five months ago. There are only three doctors left in that town of 50,000 
inhabitants as against twenty-five before the Russian entry, Some of the 
twonty:two missing were military doctors who left with the fleeing: troops, aud 
the others have recently fled oat of fright, including some employed at the Govern 

ment hospital. It is only too true what the Russian commandant said, that so 
of the leading men in Rezaieh went away to Tabriz during the last-fortnight or 
threo weeks leaving their wives and children behind to the supposed danger, 
Barly oat of a berd-tike pani and party probably been it was cheaper to 
ve them there. There are several Jews in Rezaieh, one of whom had hin house 
burgled and the contents removed in carts, without any interference from anyone. 
One Persian official asked for an appointment 19 sxe me at the inn where T 
stayed, and, when I fixed 7 v.m., declined to come until next day, saying that no 
inhabitant of any standing went out of doors after rat, L myselt went about 
and although 


Kurdish exploit, but there ai 
reported in the district that iden 
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from this small area in the tast war, and some of their ruined villages and felds 
have never been rebuilt or recovered. As it is, 1 was assared that many Christian 
villagers have now been forved to come to the town, where they have no means of 
livelihood except. gradually to sell off their cattle and stock at ruinous prives. 

18. In conclusion, it may be stated that the news of the arrival of a British 
Consul at Rezaiech—the first seen for several years—went round like wildlire, 
from all accounts created a surprising impression, especially at the. present 
Juneture, “Everyone who met my munshi, whom I took with me. repeated, whether 
truthfully or not, that the whole town had taken heart again for the time being 
‘This is partly because of tales describing the wonderiul state of order ane 
prosperity obtaining in the British zone in the south, and partly (as I think) 
hecatise of the general feeling of being neglected by their own Government, to 
say nothing of being abandoned and deserted by their own pusillanimous officials, 
T was careful in every quarter not to give any impression that T had come. to 
triticise or spy on the Ri . ways spoke well of. Every reasonable 
person there admitted that the Soviet troops and officers bebiaved well, did not 
‘obtrude unduly on the life of the place, and paid for all supplies very uich tore 
promptly and generously than the Persinn military ever did—testimonials which 
it in a pity: the Soviet political officer clique manages a tinnecessarily. to offeot 
On all sides the hope was expressed that the British Government would send a 
vive-consul or other representative to stay at Rezaich—a hope which I did not 
encourage. 

19.” The somewhat sombre picture of conditions drawn above might not be. 
complete unless Cadded a note on the disquieting ravages which opium-smokiny 
in causing. particularly in thin part of Persia, although it fa said to be bad enough, 
in most of the others, ‘Time after time one ix told of the prevalence of opium 
stnoking ainong all clases in the Reatich Province, but especially among allicialy 
and police in the towns, and even among the woven, Persians themsoltes point 
to it as the real reason for their prosent low standard of courage, efficiency or 
tnoral principles, and theie degeuaration from the level of even a century or two 

Iding that tho next generation produced from auch drug-steeped stock will 
mse. ‘The town of Maku is reported to be a particularly bad spot, 
middle-class residents no longer get any pleasire from smoking the 

drug, but now inject themselves. with morphin or sniff cocaine—which they seam 
to procure with ease, European Governments have in some cases countered this 
mennee, bat it scems. somewhat. hopeless for the prownt type of Persian 
Administration to do so. Tam told that an official position in the Economie 
Sectiow if the Ministry of Finance which conteols the sale and supply of opium 
|x one of the most remunerative of all, becanse of the "squeeze! hetwoen. the 
official price and the price which nomborloss addicts will pay. 
T have, ae 
EA. G, COOK. 


(E 1647/163/34) No. 40, 


(No. 51 ‘Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden.{Receieed March 13.) 

Noy Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty’ 
Principal pecan of State for Foreign Affairs and the honour to transmit 
herewith a coy bri despatch No. 4 of the th February on the subject 
of the internal situation in Azerbaijan. 


Tehran, February 17, V2 


Kinolosure in No, 40, 


Convut Cook to Sir R, Bullard. 
(No. 4. Confidential) 
ir, Tabriz, February 9, 1942. 
THAVE the honour to report that conditions in Tabriz and district have 
improved during the Inst ten days sinew the signing of the treaty, and as far as 
public order and security are concerned there are grounds for loping that they 


may soon return to normal. But life in general will not return to uormal until 
some parts of the Persian Administration are recast and refornied, and util 
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the middle-class and official elements shed some of their craven fears, which seems 
unlikely. 

2A fortnight ago the situation round Sarab, a small town between Tabriz 
nd Ardebil, was bad, peasants and tribesmen from the surrounding areas having 
disarmed or driven cut the gendarmerie, robbed or threatened the landowners, 
‘and even carried off some of their women and children into the countryside. The 
Governor-General of Tabriz said quite openly to the Soviet authorities and to 
lyself that this was only the logical outcome of the underhand Russian political 
officers” intrigues which had been going on for some time in the Sarab district, 
Aotably from au individual named Bagarofl, moving continually between Tabriz 
and Ardebil. He was known by the gendarmerie to have incited the inhabitants 
‘gaina the landowners and to have organised peasant “committees 

es. The rioters and malcontents consequently believed themselves to be acting 

+ Russian protection, and the gendarmerie felt powerless to act against them, 
The Soviet Consol-General of course denied this imputation, but told me he was 
sexiding three Soviet officers with the Persian gendarines who wore going to Sarab 
lo restore order, 20 that these might help to calm down the inhabitants. One of 
the officers sent turned out to be Bagarol 

On the Ist February the bazaar community of Tabriz was shaken by the 
exploits of three gangsters with revolvers. who held up a well-known merchant 
in his office in a large carayanserai, robbed him, forbade him to leave within a 
certain timo, and calmly escaped.” {mmediately'a number of merchast 
their bags and prepared o leave for Tehran. Others formed a delegat 
Ustandar to, protest against the insecurity prevailing in the town. I 
to say that he had a few well-chosen words to say to them about their own 
cowardice in Jotting such a hold-up oceur in a busy part of the bazaar, without 
Anyone daring to interfere or stop the criminals or oven ory for help watil swan 
all well over. 

4. Although, conditions in Rezaich are reported to continue quiet, the 
hundreds of Rezaiotes who fled here some weeks ago refuse to return. Some Kay 
the tall i. temporary one, and others say they Wil vat return because of the 
danger of the German attack through Turkey achedilled for the spring, in which 
Rezaich sill feel the first shattering blow. 

5. The situation. in ‘Azerbaijan remains quiet, although there is 
reported to be fighting at far away to the south, between the Govern: 
moat forces under Sartip. Al the Kurda under Mohamed Rashid M, 
impression is that the Kurds in the Sanj Bulagh area to bo caught 
between the n forces and the Soviet army, which would presumably react 
quickly ‘ont of hand so noar ite occupiod zono, Moreover, sotne 
of the Kurdish chieftains do not seem to be to happy as they were with the 
Proment undefined position, in which Persian Government ix almost completely 
abseat in their tribal areax, while Russian political officers, full of apparent 
human kindness and subversive Communist ideas, fit about continually. anon 
their henchmen in town and village. 1 hai with Amir And, 
chieftain of the Debukri tribes, who declares that he hort 1 the Sagas 
area to try and make peace with General Shabbakhtt's formes on behalf of t 
Kurds. He is willing to organise a force of mounted pond 
in the Sanj-Bulagh—Baneh area under the nominal auspices of the Teh 
Government; the latter are believed to.have approved in theory—but have not 
provided—the monthly subsidy first required, » There is now a Farmandar at 
Sauj Bulagh, who seems surprisingly enough acceptable to the Kurds there, bit 
he is ns timid as the rest. Amir Asad says that they might even allow the 
gendarmerie to return there, but not of the former cruel, corrupt and. rapacious 
type; unfortunately there is no other, until the service has been reorganised from 
top to bottom, especially as regards the officers. 

6. The Kurdish chieftains probably realise that any idea of independence 
is impossible; they would, however, like to have Kurdish officials in their own 
districts, as in Northern Iraq, not far away. Tasked whether Azerbaijani officinis 
appointed by Tebran would not he suitable; the reply was that such might be 
‘more sympathetic in some ways. bnt would probably work for local interests aud 
‘not properly serve those of the Central Government. On the other hand, a Tehran 
official of the usual type. would neglect or. ride roughshod. over Azerbaijani 
interests and susceptibilities and use his authority to line his own pockets as 
quickly as possible. As I have said before, there seems to be no official patriotism 
towards Persia as a whole any more. “ 

7._ The Kards no longer walk about in Tabriz armed with pistols and rifles, 
and this must he due to local Soviet intervention, following the complaints of the 
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Governor-General atid ‘the chief of police, who would not haye dared to check 
the practice on their own initiative. Enquiries I have made in Kurdish circles 
seems to show that the Soviet authorities did not fornish arms and ammunition 


Soviet Azerbaijan Repub 
doubtless in order to obtat 


“'muhajirs "ot refugees. Tt is possible that some will be accepted and return 
to Soviet territory, and T do not imagine that the loeal Persian authorities will 
expres ot feel any regrets at loving such a detested and mostly undesirable 
element. 
9. The demagogic movement in favour of “Azerbaijan autonomy and 
dleaoeracy in general on which T was reporting in Tabrie a month or two ago 
It 


seems to have faded out almost completely. 
political bureau realised on what unreliable and broken reeds they were basing 
their surreptitious hopes—as T half-facetiously warned them at the time. Instead 
the city is now invested with several mocatled "'committees,”” one of which 
atyles itself ~ Committee for the Protection of the Proletariat of Azerbaijan."” 
About a week ago it wax learnt to be summoning landowners or employers to 
‘appear before it to, decile on complaints brought against them by aggrieved 
members of the said proletariat. One such unwilling defendant ventured to 

form the police, who made enquiries and found that the leading light was a 
Soviet, citizen named Ismailoff. Before arresting the “committee '” the chief 

olice saw the Soviet Consul-General, who is said to have asked him to del 

action while he made enqu After a few days my colleague asked for a 
further delay for enquiries, and there the matter still rests, Tt must be gettin 
tiresome for him continually to have to deny or cover up the stupidities and 
intrigues of another department over whom he has no control and of whose 
goings-on he probably has little knowlege until they are pointed. ut 10 him by 
the Governor-General or myself. 

10. Tam told that the old man who was recently Deputy for Sauj Bulagh 
‘and its district has now resigned and returned to his village, so that the area i= 
unrepresented in the Tehran Majlis, and its problems not made known to 
the Central Government. This is probably’ allt true because the Sanj 
Bulagh area is normally under Rezaich, where administration is practically 
broken down and communications at present non-existent, so that the Governor- 
General of Tabriz is having to do most of the work piecemeal sit arises, possibly 
without reporting on that district to ‘Tehran. One Kurdish chieftain has 
suggested that Sauj Bulagh should be atuiched to the Kermanshah Province, +0 
as to prevent Russian political officers from interfering there as they do at 
present, A new Deputy would certainly seem advisable. 

11. ‘The cost of living here is causing anxiety, and imported goods which 
cannot be easily replaced are soaring in price. It is well known that certain 
merchants have bought up and hoarded stocks, bat no one expects the 
Administration to take any steps in the matter. Fortunately supplies of bread 
and sugar are sufficient, but rice is dear and cotton piece goods excessively 0 


is possible that the Russian 
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‘The fringe of the unemployment problem is being touched hy relief works, from 


which 


money squeezed out of t 
‘saw this londed lorry outside his 
it was, since everyone knew he had not bronght his family or furniture here when 
he came a few months ago. However, be is related to someoue in the Ministry, 
and will doubtless immediately reosive another good past. Another case in where 
detachment of gendarmes were known to have seized twenty-five rifles in one 
Village, but the arms were never handed in, When enquiries were made, it was 
found that the gendarmes had sold the rifles back again to peasants or tribesmen 
And pocketed the moocy.” After all, how can u-man Keep a wife aod fascily on 
4 inks, or Gd, a day! There wt be plenty of similar caves, aud it it 
useless for the Persi ‘about the dangerous number of 
jons obtain among the guardians 
‘of public order. Until the whole of the corrupt officers. are changed, howover, 
itinof little use expecting the wretched half-starved yendarmes to be more honest 
or efficient, 
13. Tam informed by the Soviet atithorities that Persian troops are to be 
allowed to return to Ardebil, and the Governor-General tells me that. Tabriz 
fand Rezaich also will shortly have Persian garrisons, This will undoubtedly 


(B 1887/163/34) No. 41 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Received March 24) 
(No, 61) 
Lt afajeaty’s representative, presenti complimnats ie Majasy'a 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign and hias the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of despatch No. 5 from His Majesty's Consul at Tabriz, dated 
the 20th February, 1942, on the subject of the internal situation in Azerbaijan, 


Tehran, February W7, 1042. 


Enclosure in No. 41 
Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard. 
(No, 5, Confidential.) 
Sir, Tabriz, February 2, 1942. 
I HAVE the honour to report that the situation in the Tabrie district 


remains disturbed, bat on a minor scale compared with a month or two ago. Apart 
from the fighting on the Kurdistan border, there have been no large outhreaks 






















































































14 


of handitry in the last fortnight, although plenty of bandits are in being in 
most parts of Azerbaijan. In Tabriz itself the position is still unsatisfactory 
because of the continual armed barglaries and killings, which arouse or sustain 
the feeling of trepidation or almost panic among all classes except the poorest, 
‘who have nothing to lose. While these burglaries are probably less numerous 
than hefore the Russian entry, it is the bold and ruthless nature of the house- 
breakers which causes alarm.” Before it was the hovses of unpopular officials 
and rich upstart merchants which suffered, «und police complacency or connivance 
in the robberies was often hinted at or taken for granted, but now no respectable 
family feels safe from the ruffianly strangers who swarm in the town and are 
invariably saddled with every crime or misdeed, while it is now Soviet 
‘complacency, if uot connivance, which is suspected by all. 

2. These strangers are mostly the “‘minhajirs"” or refugees from the U.SS.R. 
who were kept well in hand by the anthorities in recent years and mostly forced 
to live in out of the way villages, but are now able to defy all regulations and 
hhave come to the town in search of work, money and a less down-trodden existence. 
They all speak Russian, of course, and same hob-nob with the Soviet troops, 
especially with those from the Cauonsus. Their presence is highly resented by 
all classes of society herv, although they cannot all be criminals. While Persians 
in general now take their own greater 

for granted, they apparently hate to sew these shared by what they 

as undedirable intraders—-nnd this extends also to the Armenians and 

ho are expected to remain ground down and wnprivileged as before. 

and among whom any attempt at self-expression or self-assertion in these unsettled 

times is regarded ns alarming and revolution id as cortainly connected with 
sinister Soviet influences. 

My Inst despatch mentioned the sudden appearance in Tabriz of a number 
of committess”” or clubs, some of a “proletarian” label. ‘These at present 
form the chief topio of convermation and theme for apprebension, although most 
of them are probably harmless. Oue particular one in the Armenian quarter 
i stated by everyone to be nothing but a collection of Kurdish, Azerbaijani and 
Armenian undesirables, living on robberion and blackmail, and prepared to sell 
protection to any wrongdoer who will Join. AI these elubs are issuing: prospec: 
tues and invitations to all and sundry, and the somewhat backward working-tnen 
hore are puzaled how to deal with all the alluring offers of social reform, 
mention sovial evenings, some of which clash with one another. One deputati 

f mild-mannered workers from a leather factory who visited the Governor- 
jenerat here to wake for better wages and ours had great difficulty in me 
their ease owing to the wrangling of various‘ committee” officials wl ] 
quite gratuitously to be representing them. Needless to say, the Persian public 
accuses the Soviet Political Bureau of backinye these proletarian growths, 
although sich ‘* anjumans "* are nothing now in Tabriz history in times of stress 
‘The police aver they haye watched uniformed Russian officers coming oat of one 
club, while the Soviet Cousul-General firmly denies any Russian connexion what 
ever. Tam told on good authority that the newly-joined members of 

were told to try anid keep the whole matter secret from the British Covstl 


really extraordinary (and perhaps somewhat unfortunate) that this consulate 
i widely regarded here axa kind of George from outside keepin th posonous 


revolutionary (i... Bolshevik) dragon sort of order. Tf any such hyper 
bole were called for, a more suitable simile would perhaps be the unfortunate 
Hercules and the hydra, since as fast ax the Soviet " Politrak "” are dissuaded 
or publicised oat of one form of unwarranted or undesirable activity, their 
aaldling, and often tapi energies seem to epring op in some other similar 
sphere. 
pent T have mentioned how one of these “proletarian ” clubs had set itself 
up as a kind of court to hear cases of complaints. brought by workmen against 
employers. Last week, when a band of six housebreakers were brought to the 
police court to be tried, a gronp of so-called ‘ committee-men rose and asked 
isily why the accused had been arrested and why they should be tried. 
Presumably they expected to overawe the police (as they do in smaller places) and 
iu their fellows’ release, but this time the police were strong enough to arrest 
jon for contempt of court. But it is small incidents like these which 

make the middle-class and law-abiding citizens nervous. 

The bandit Hussein Ghuli, who was disturbing the Maragha district two 
months ago until driven into the mountains, recently came to Maragha and asked 
for a free pardon, which was granted. The chief of gendarmerie there even 
appointed him as an officer in their ranks, but shots were heard in the middle 
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point 
monnains 


the Kurdish districts of Azerbaijan there ate disputes going on amon, 
the various chieftains, Amir Asad, it particular, is trying. to fave Mejid, the 
Kardish Farmandar of Miandoab, removed from office and his own nominees 
appointed, but the Governor-General is standing firm. ‘There is no news from 
Sagqiz area (no louger in Azerbaijan), where General, Mabmoud Amin. was 
recently killed. Last week a Persian officer arrived here saying that he had 
escaped from the Kurds after being taken prisoner in that fight. His story was 
wt a body of 500 Kurds in Saqgiz sent word to General Amin in Diwan 
Dere that they were ready to make terms and surrender. Amin impetuously 
pushed on there without making sure of the facts or asking for hostages OF i 
surrender of arms beforehaod, and actually arrived in the town at about 4 A.M. 
one dark night. Firing began and the general rushed forward shonting : "" 1 
fam Amin, cease fring.” Instead, he and about fifteen officers were killed, tha 
rest being captured, “Tho Kurds’ next day bogan executing officers, but after 
seven bad teen bot, the igen Mohamed Rashid iy anid to have intervened and 
wed the others, escaped officer says that the Kurdish rebels nu 
between 2.000 and 3,000. . ot eat 


Thi 
gi tribesmen from U 
Mohamed Tigi was recent 
‘The Soviet authorition hi 


* ter of fact, 
of his conflicting statements, 
the scheming and opportunist 
ir weight, 


ocal dialect instead of Persian, and for a larger local share in the administration 
of this part of Persia, but. not enough to, justify the charges of separatist, 
malevolence and wilfal disorder now made 1 . Tt ts said that lately 
Tabriz newspapers have been stopped in the pest on the way to Tehran, and that 
the Government has been preventing their sale or circulation there, Responsihie 
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circles in the eapital should remeniber that there are many people here interested 
in preseating as-dark a pictore as poesible, aud also far’ too many. poor-spirited 
the upper classes idling away their time as voluntary exiles in Tehran, 
ansous to excuse their refusal to return to this district by spreading exaggerated 
desoriptions of conditions here. Tt would be a very good thing if the Persian 
Government would force the majority of these people to come back, and thas 
stop the exodus which still continues. Rightly or wrongly it is said that in 
‘Tehran life is 4 comparatively care-free, and pleasures still so gay, that one can 
forget there that there is a war oui oF a foreign occupation of parts of the country 
which apparently acts as a powerful attraction on the neurotic and character- 
Yeas mdleslae women who Have remained here eo far. 
F. AG. COOK. 


(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries. 
(E 203/10/38) No, 42. 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Kiden—(Recelved January 10, 1942) 


Tehran, December 17, 1941. 


Enclosure in No, 42, 


Mitit Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 9 for the Period 
apne ” Dich 9-15, 1941. 
(Seoret) 


Persian A ffairs 


ied the foreign policy of 

ent, of the whole fait 

‘and Russia might 

id brought about the situation with which 

wvernment was now faced, Lines of communication through Persia and the 

ht to take military measures for the protection of their territories. lying 
went to Persia the Allies would insist on baving. If Persia did not 

collaborate, she would forfeit the friendly felings ofthe Allies He gave a fair 
outline of the terms of the treaty, acknowledged the economic help in the form of 

wheat and sngar that the Allies had already given, and left it to his hearers to 

infer uhat the continuance of this help depended onthe acceptance of the treaty. 
‘The Prime Minister referted to relations with Turkey and to articles whic! 

Ind vecwnuly appeared in the Turkish pres concerning the alleged oppression of 

so-called Tarkish minorities in Persia (se Summary No, 26, paragraph 21 

had heen assored by the Turkish Government that the views exprewed in those 

articles were the personal views of the writer and did not represent the views 
he Turkish Government 

DARE y santa yee bey wha impression was made by the specch on the 
Parliament or the public, “It was followed by a vote of confidence int! 
Government, vite 

urther delay in the signature of the treaty has teen caused by difficulties 

in wading Ue Raplees acpapye i the! Porelae Cieation asd fa reconciling the 

Ratan text with the British. AlU three texts are to be authentic. Russian 
suocenses against the Germans have undoubtedly lessened the opposition to 1 


aT the Ministry of Commerce has been amalgamated with the Ministry of 
bia eae y Pein Government has probibited the export from Persia of all 
goods of foreign origin. 
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Internal Situation. 
5. Reports from consuls generally indiate a slight improvement in the food 
situation, no increase in disorder, except in Kurdistan, and in Fars an improve. 


ment in security. Nasir Khan and the Qashgai are watching eventa, and 
particularly the effect of British neutrality in Kurdistan, 


Kurdish Situation 


6. The situation in Kurdistan has become tense. Mohamed Rashid, 
SpParenuly appreciating that it. was time to. take action. before. General 


abakhti’s negotiations or intrigues elected disruption in his. followi 

threatening to seize the village of Diwan Darreh, whore there is a garrisat of 
about 400 Persian troops, and to advance to Bijar. In present eltcamstances it 
scems unlikely that he will attack Senne, where there 1s a garrison of British 
troops, since much of the support that he has among Kurds is based on his clainn 
that be has British sympathy in his attempt to establish a Persian Kurdistan free 
from Persian authority, Cousequently, the attack on a patrol of the 6th Indian 
Division, which resulted in the death of an Indian officer and an Indian soldier, 
may have been a mistake. Details have not been received, but it is reported that 
the assailants were from the Qalbaghi tribe. The possibility that this attack may 
have been pat up by persons interested in embroiling British troops with the 
Kurds may'be deserving of consideration. 

7. ‘The Persian military authorities are not anxious to go to war with the 
Kurds, and the Government is gesiuinely desirous of reaching n peaceful nettle 
ment. A commission has been approved to investigate Kurdish grievances and 
to consider, the restitution of Iands af which the owners have been, legally 
dispomacsacd. It is probable that the Government. would ‘leo agree to appoint 
Kurdish Governors, but they must be of their own choosing, and there must te the 
outward semblance at least of Persian Government authority. 

8. The situation is further complicated ‘hy Russian dealings with Kurdish 
chiefs (se Summary No. 28, paragraph 24), ‘There is no indication that theee 
have as their object the restoration of Government authority among the Kurde 
Rather are they interpreted as evidence of Rassian encouragement of Kurdish 
‘aspirations. 

9. His Majesty's Minister hax authorised Hix Majesty's 
Kermanshab to give the maximum publicity 10 statement that British policy 
toes not support Mohained Rashid, but. to encourage the Persian Goverment 
to redress legitimate grievanocs’ while restoring’ their own authority “it 

sirdintan, 


Persian Army. 


10 ‘The following arms have been lost by the Persian forees since the 
ion: — 

Rifles Over 100,000, 

LMG. Nearly 2000, 

ALM.G.= “About 600, 

Mun. guns: 60, 

Field guns 105: 72, 


‘The guns are presumably in the hands of British arid Russian forces, but a 
considerable number of the rifles and machine guns must be in the hands of tribes 
and brigands. This is a cause of great anxioty in the Persian General Stall 
regarding internal security in the spring. 


Russian A fairs. 


11, The Soviet military authorities have agreed to release the Persian 
officers and mcos. whom they have been holding as prisoners. | Twenty-nine 
officers and a number of 1.cos. have already heen released, ‘The total number of 
officer prisoners is believed to be atout 250. 

12. The Soviet military authorities have demanded a considerable reduction 
in the number of armed toen—police and gendarmerie—which they had previously 
agreed to allow in the Russian-occupied zone. For example, the number of armed 
police in Tabriz is to be reduced from 400 to 205 men, and the gendarmerie i 
Azerbaijan from 4,000 to 1,500. 
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13, The Russians have exported from Pablevi large quantities of iron it 
various forms which, was alleged to belong to German firms. The amount is said 
to exceed 1,000 tons, 


Yugoslae Interests. 


14. A further party of forty Yugoslavs is to leave Tehran on the 
16th December to join the Yuguslay forces in Mideast (see Summary No. 25, 
paragraph 36) 


Tehran, December V5, W941 





(57/19/34) No, 43, 
Sir R. Bullard to Me. Kiten—(Recetved January 26, 1942) 


(No, 282) 

(No TTS Majesty's representative: presents his compliments to-His Majesty's 
Principal Secrotary of Btate for Foreign Aas, a has the honour to transmit 
horowith a copy of Intelligence Summary 'No. 31 for’ the period the 16th to 
2hth December, 141, compiled by the military attaché to this Legation 


Tehran, December 30, V9AL 


Rncloware’ in No. 43. 
(Bovret,) 
Military Atsaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 3 for the Period 
os December 16 to", 1041 


Persian Affaire 


THLE, treaty was prownied to the Majlix on the 21st and published jn the 
prow on the 2nd. IL is eaely yet to assexs public sentiment, but it can be said 
that its recoption hax not been altogether unfavourable. There was some vigorous 
criticinm in a secret semion Of Parliament, but at the next session on the 23th, 
‘when the Bill had its first reading; opinion seamed to be rather more favourable 
than advorae. Some of the local newspapers have presented fair arguments for 
its neweplanee. 

Tr bill bo road in the Majlis» second time during the coming, wedk, aiid 
{informed opinion considers that it will be approved. 

2 In tho provinces, as far as available information goes, the treaty has 
provoked little comment. Bread and sar remain the chief interest of the 
people, 
PoP” In. private conversations with members of he leyation staff the Shah 
has cimphasieed! his complete loyalty to the terms of the treaty. Persia is now 
definitely on the side of the Allies. and he would tse bis influtice to permaade the 
people that collaboration was in the hest interests of the country, both as regards 
the present and the future. He does not like the wording of the last sentence 
of article 3 (2) (a), which limits the role of Persian forces to the maintenance of 
internal security. He considers that for the restoration of morale it is essential 
that the Persian army should be inspired with a determination to defend Persian 
wil if the Germans should ever reach it, Last-minute endeavonrs were made by 
the Government for an alteration in the wording of this paragraph to give the 
Persian army a less humble rile, anor ie 

“The Shah associates himself closely with his army, feels deeply the humitia- 
tion it has suffered, and is really anxious for the restoration of its prestige and 
morale, 

“4. The Shah's popularity ie increasing, and he impresses Furopeans who 
ineet hint oe 8 Fensonae, unlfected and stinple man with the interests of Bis 


the export of cotton and leather 
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Appointments. 
6. Muhammad Hussein Jahanbani t6 be Director-General of the Ministry 
of the Interior. 
Ardalan (33) (27) to be Governor of Isfahan, 
Hassan Zandi to be consul-general of Persia at: Baku. 
(The first figures refer to Military Attaché’s, the second to Foreign Office, 
Personalities) 


Internal Situation, 

7. Kurdistan—The Chief of the General Staff claims, that successful 
‘military action. was taken against, Muhammad Rashid. and the Kurds who were 
threatening Diwandarreb, resulting in appreciable Kurdish casualties and the 
withdrawal of Muhammad Rashid. It is not clear whether there has been any 
real fighting between Kurds and Persian troops. Air action by. leaflets and 
hombs was ‘taken; a column did move to the relief of Diwandarreh; and 
Muhammad Rashid has withdrawn some distance: It is also reported that the 
Quibaghi, who were previously said to have céime to terms, have again sued for 
peice. The General Staff now speak of reoccupying Sagiz and Baneb. 

8. Impartial reports state that even among the Kurds as far north ax 
Lake Urmia it is commonly said that Muhammad Rashid has the support of the 
British, There, however, he commands little support, Two chiefs, Mohammed 
Riza and Mohammed Shirif, are reported to have announced that they were 
saving pay for the upkeep of $00 horsemen from the British 

9. “Some of the Kurdish chiefs who were invited to Baku by the So 
authorities have returned, and on their return paraded the streets of Rezaich 
with rod flags and pictures of Stalin. Kurds appear in the streots of Tabeit 
aud other towns carrying arma without interference by the Persian authorities, 
who fear to risk Russian displeasure. Both in Tehran and Azerbaijan Persian 
uthoritics express much anxiety about Russian policy towards the Kurds. His 
M biz, however, considers those fears to be exaggerated, 

Thore have been’ no reports during the last fortnight of serious 

ances to internal security. A minor operation was carried out hy 

Persian forces, astinted by some Mamasenni tribesmen, against the Buvait 

Ahmadi. which renulted in the capture of some robbers Nasit Qushgai i 

reported to be advancing to Larestan with a Quahgai force to reliove'a Peralan, 

garrison which haa beon isolated for some time and to collect arms for the Perainn 
Government io endeavour to collect arms in Dashti. 

n 
on 

Persian Forces, 


12. The Pervian General Staff has deawn up an establishinent for a 
roonganived army of five divisions, with a strength of 80.500, including, recrnits, 
incl a general reserve of 19,000. According to their Matement, the army. is 
greatly deficient in the minimum requirements of motor trausport for mobility 
‘and maintenance. Indeed, it is deficient in_all services. 
The state of morale is still low, The army is suffering not only from 
lapse of its. Prestige, but also from a lack of incentive and a lack of 
ection. ‘The Chief of the General Staff is a forcible personality, and he has 
around him some intelligent and honest officers, but demoralisation has gone s0 
far that, at best, it will be some time before morale is restored. ‘That will only 
be done by setting before it some goal that makes an appeal to its interest. 
Appointments 

14. Brigadier Key Kavoussi to command the 14th (Kerman) Diyision, 

Brigadier Ghulam Ali Ghadar to be Military Governor of Tehran, 

Brigadier Farajlla Aghevli (6) (25) tobe head of the gendarmerie, vie 
Brigadier Zaidi (808) (217), who resigned when General Ahmadi (21) (6) became 
Minister of the Interior. 

Brigadier Khosrow Panah to be Director of Recruiting, vice Brigadier 
Farajollah Aghevi (sce above). 

(The first figure refers to Military Attaché's the second to Foreign Office, 

Personalities.) 

15. The Persian Government have agreed, as a resilt of a joint repre- 
sentation by the British Minister and the Soviet Ambassador, to sell 100,000 rifles, 
800 light machine guns, 400 medium machine guns, all of 7-82-mi. calibre. All 
these will go to Russia with the exception of 25 per cent. of the antomatie weapons 

24085) x 
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British Affairs, 


His Majesty's Minister has gone to Moscow by air with His y's 
Ambassador at Angora PRE soc or nae 

17, A Public Relations and Propaganda Bureau is’ now in process of 
organisation as a part of His Majesty's Legation. Bis jis 


American A ffairs. 


18. General Wheeler’and Colonel Gillies arrived in ‘Tehran on the 15! 
bringing mach goodwill and, it i said. a call on large financial resources, They 
were here mainly interested in plans for the acceleration of the transit of 
Fritzons and aireratt to Rusia. They visited the Caspian ports and found the 
fussians nearly us difficult of approacl 1e Britis on the 2 
Rosslaparoenrl apd approach us do the British. ‘They left on the 28th 


Polish A ffairs, 


19, General Sikorski. accompanied by General Klimecki and General 
Anders, returned from Russia on the 16th December. He was very well satisfied 
with his mission. ‘The Poles. in Russia are to be concentrated in Trans-Caspia 
aand there trained. and equipped, with the exception af 25,000 who are tobe 
evacuated through Porsin to. Mideast and, Great Britain. After certain 
conferences in Tehran. regarding arrangements for the evacuation of these Poles, 
General 8 nua ot for Cairo and Geuoral Anders for Rusia, A Polish mission 
tinder: Colonel Machnowaki, who has already arrived, is to como to Pera 

Mideast co assist with the evacuation. Sw '* ingen i 


Russian Affaire, 


20. The local Soviet authorities are insisting that the operatic a of the 
railway from Quin northwards abould be under their contr "The cats 
elections to this are obvious The matter has been referred to London at 
Moncow,, In this. ax in other matters, co-operation with, the local, Sov 
authorities ix difficult, Ja owing to the restrictive orders issued to them by 
Mowow and the very small scope of the initiative allowed to them. 4 
rare Portt, HES consignment of tanks destined for Russia to arrive by the 
‘Trans-Porsian ronte—twenty light British tanks- was handed over to the 
Ruwsiane at Zinjan on the 2ist December Two British officers and five Britixh 
.c.0s. remained at Zinjan until the 27th as instructors with the Rassians, who 
themselves decided that instruction was unnecessary beyond that date. 
ci The Soviet authorities continue to release batches of Persian officer 

24, The port of Bandar Shah (Bandar Caspian) is being dredged by the 
apie ‘They anticipate that by February there will be a 18-ft. channel to 

‘24, Various new conaular posts are being opened in Persia by the 
authorities. The old consul Ht amnh ‘at Meahed han Bee oes ey 
also been appointed to Bushire, Ahwaz and Kermanshah, 


Tehran, December 29, 1941. 





(B 868/19/34) No. 4. 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received! Janwary 2.) 
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Enclosure in No. 44 
Secret.) 
Military Astaché's Intelligence Summary No.1 for the Period December 30, 1941, 
to January 5, 1982. 


Persian Affairs, 


THE treaty has passed tho first reading in the Majlis. ‘There has been 
criticism, but on the whole there appears to be a feeling of relief to find on 
consideration that the terms are not #0 bad a runiour had led the bic to 
anticipate. There has even been some effective defence of the treaty in the Majlis 
and inthe press. There is an increasing tendency to consider its poten 
advantages to the State or the individual, and there are indications of a. more 
favourable sentiment towards the British. This is perhaps strengthened by the 
deep distrust of Russia, which finds increasing justification in Russian political 
actions in northern provinees, more especially in Azerbaijan, The decreas in 
hostile feeling is also largely due to the retreat of the Germans in Russia an 
the consequent damage to the legend of German invincibility. The three months 
for which Germans on leaving Persia had paid advance rent for their houses and 
advance wages to their servants have passed, and the impression created by this 
—to Persians—convineing action has been followed by a corresponding depression 
among their sympathisers 


Appointments, 

2—(i) Ali Mansour (164) (120) has been appointed Governor-General of 
Khorasan in place of Pakravan (208) (154). Ali Mansour was Prime Minister 
in August of 1941. He is considered by some to be pro-German, but is of too 
colourless a character to have any strong political convictions. It is not likely 
that the Russians would accept him as Governor of Khorassin unless xatistiod 
of his inpocwousiess 

(ji) Mohamed Qaraguzlon to be Governor (‘* Farmandar "’) of Bandar Abbas. 

(iii) Ali Asghar Itisam, now Governor of Maragheh, to be Governor of 
Rboi 

(iv) Ismail Bahadur (54) (—) to be Governor of Maragheb. 

Fa AY) Rahmatullah Hushmand to be head of the Municipality and Governor of 
hire. 

(The first figures refer to Military Attaché’s and second to Foreign Office 
Personalities.) 


8, The economic situation shows little improvement, The cost of living 
fe up: prices of imported goods, n particular are soaring in spite of the pro- 
bition on export. There are still local shortages of wheat and sugar, duc in 
part to lack of transport, which in its turn is dite to lack of tyres, of which there 
1s a critical shortage 


Internal Seewrity 

4. Generally the improvement in internal security seems to be maintained. 
There are no report of diturhanoes excopt from the Kermanahah Province, where 
Lurs, principally Kakayand and Ahmadivand, have been robbing, but, as far as 
reports go, not on a serious scale 

5. Tt is reported from Shiraz that Jahrum (D.S. 17H, 3230), where there 
is a small garrison of Amnieb, is being attacked by local rebels led by one named 
Zaighami.\ battalion of infantey, with two armoured cars and a field gun, has 
‘moved from Shiraz to restore the situation. Tt is possible that. some 
are assisting the rebels. There is no further information of Naser Qashgai's 
operations in Larestan, bat the Persian authorities seem to be fairly confident 
‘of his good faith at present. 

‘6. There seems to be little chan, 


leader, Mohamed Rasbid. If, however. he could be induced to return to Iraq 
the situation would be greatly simplified and the way would then be clearer for 


(24085) x2 



















































































182 


4 reasonable settlement, which might be reached with the help of influential Kurds 
in Tebran, 

7. ‘The “ official” Order of Battle of the Persian army, as given by: the 
War Office, is attached as an appendix. Many of the units exist in little more 
than name as a justification for paying the officers, and all are considerably 
under strength. “A reorganisation is intended (see Summary No. 31/1941, 
paragraph 12), 
re the reorganisation of th Amnich pas been delayed by the reigoation 
of General Zahidi, who drew up the scheme (see Summary No. 20/1941, 
paragraph 12). 


Rusrian A fairs 
Politicat. 

9. ‘There are accumalating reasons for suspecting that the Soviet political 
authorities are carrying’ gat w purge of their enemies in Persia, A number of 
murders have been committed, « few in Tehratt, more in Azerbaijan, of Caucasian 
refugees and known Turkish agents. A serinus attempt was made to murder 
General Vigornitsky, a harmless old White Russian who considered. himself the 
local representative of the heirs of the Tsars. Babayan. the head of the Armen 
Dashniak party in Tehran, has recently disappeared. Other White Russians have 
disappeared and there ix considerable anxiety in. the community 

19, It is reported from a rvliable source that the Kurds and Azerba 
notables. who visited Baku were told by Bakhirofl, Presid 
Azerbaijan Republic, that they were not to regard the visit as having any 
political nignificance and that Azerbaijan would be evacuated after the war 
the other tho Turkish Conwul at Tabriz has stated that hia inform 
that the Kurds wore told that their hopes would soon be realised and 
Azorbaijanis that the frontier between Soviet and Persian Azerbaijan no longer 
existed. IC isnot impossible that both stories are correct, for Soviet official 
pro are often at variance with the words and actions of subordinate 
political off 

11. It in diffialt, im the face of evidence that comes from Azerbaijan, to 
absolve the Soviet political authorities from the charge of encouraging. anti 
Government elements in the province. OF the two prinaipal newspapers published 

‘bei mngly anti-Government and ad autonomy for 
Azerbaijan, 1 ‘aupporting the P i the former has 
itireaned. to 1 bic while the Intter has been xnppressed hy tho Soviet 

its offices raided for publishing alleged “* Fascist propaganda. 
teact from the former is attached as an appendix: it gives an idea of 
nut of the newspaper. ‘The Soviet authorities thenselves also. publish a 
nowspaper in Tabriz, in Azerbaijan Turki, nesdless to aay without having naked! 
the. permission of the Porsian authorities. Junior political officers 1 
this paper to tea-houses aud schools, although the higher Soviet authorities main. 
tain that the paper is published solely for their own people. An i 
its temper is given in the extract given in the appendix (Appendix B"/2), 

12. A. society calling itself“ Nijat"” (Freedom) his been formed in 
Urumieh which includes Kurds, Assyrians and Armenians. Tt aims are obvious 
from its name. The local Turkish Consul has reported somewhat alarmingly to 
his ambassador on the activities of this society. 

13, _ Having regard (0 the activities referred to in the preceding pai 
thie Soviet insistence on the redaction ‘of police and Ammich menticned. ih 
‘Summary No, 30/1941, paragraph 12, does not seem consistent with a desire to see 
lawful authority established in the province. 

14. Four British news-reels that were being shown’ in Tabriz were 
confiscated by the Soviet authorities and the proprietor of the cinema concerned 
imprisoned. The reason is supposed to have been because Hitler was shown in 
some form other than that of a monster: 


Russian Troops. 

15, A reliable informant, who has recently visited Meshed, reports that 
there were ninety aircraft on the asrodrome. From the activity he saw he judged 
that the aerodrome was being used as a training school. 

16. The same informant reports a strong Rossian gartison at Semnan, 
where there was the headquarters of sonie formation, not raany troops in eviden 
at Meshed, the headquarters and greater part of an infantry regiment at Kacha 
All the troops he saw in North Eastern Persia were better clothed aud more 
soldierly than those he had recently seen on a tour in North-Western Persia 
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17. ‘The road from Meshed to the frontier. at. Bajgiran is being repaired 
by the Russians From the frontier towards Meshed the first 40,miles are now 
in good repair. ‘The remainder (some 44 miles) to Meshed is in bad condit 
From. Bajgiran to Askhabad there is a first-class road, mostly tarmac. 

Notice—As Intelligence in Persia ix now well covered by C.C.1., tho 
distribution of this Summary will in future be limited to — 

His Majesty's Minister, Tehran; D.M.I., War Office, London; DML 
India; Headquarters Force, Traq, Bagdad; C.1.C.1., Bagdad 


Tehran, January 5, 1942, 


Appendix *" A.” 
Order of Battle of the Persian Army, 
£ Persian Ministryof War, given early Decembor 1941 


Ist Division. Tehran. 
General Officer Commanding : Brigadier-General Hajeb Ali Razmara. 

Ist Tnfant iment (Pablevi Guard) (Major Nasrollah Mu 
‘hang Taran 

2nd Infantry 
‘Tehran, 

Std) Infantry Regiment (Babndor Guard), - (Lieutenant-C 

rqoli, Shahirokbshahi)... Tehran. 
finent (Major Mostafa Rains). ‘Tabran, 
ons Regiment (Major Yurot Razayi). ‘Tehran 

Ist Cavalry Regiment (Pablevi Guard) (Major Hamid Shirvani), 
‘Tehran 

Srd Cavalry Regiment (Attack Guard) (Lieutenant. Colonel Pasha 
Parviz). Tehran, 

and, Aniillery Regiment (105-mm, Field) (Colonel Bahan Bahranyo) 
tani), Tebran 

4th Mountain Artillery Regiment (Licutenant-Colonel | Ali Gharib). 
Tehran. 
field Antllery Regiment (Lieatensnt-Colonel Ahmad. Kianuri) 
rehran. 


Regiment (Iron Guard) (Major Ali Akbar Karkhordar), 


n (Captain Hosein Jevanshir), Tehran, 
at of Kojar (Major Hasan Nasa) ‘Tehran 
Armoured Squadron (Captain Naser Ansari), Tebiran, 
2nd Division. ‘Tehran, 
General Officer Commanding : Division-General Ali Axghar Nagdi 
Sth Infantry Regiment (Rezapur) (Colonel Asadollah Naqdi). ‘Tehran, 
(4h Infantry Batioat (Nader) (uistennat-Colooel Kases ajlvncleh 
hran. 
7th Infantry Regiment (Licutenant-Colonel Ali Vali), ‘Teliran. 
2st Infant Major Mahmud Afsbarpur), Tehran, 
Communic (Major Ali Asghar Piazkar). Tehran, 
Bod Cavalry Regiment (Fawzich Guard) (Major Ebrahim Mo'eax) 
ran 
4th Cavalry Regiment (Fateh) (Major Mokhtar Pableyan). Tehran, 
Ist Artillery Regiment (105-mm. Field) (Major Ata'ollah Kiani), 
Tehran. 
Sxl Mountain Artillery Regiment (Major Gholam Hosein Vata) 
‘ehrat. 
Mixed Regiment of Sari (Colonel Mohammad Reza Shahandeh). Tehran, 
‘Tank Battalion (Captain Mohammad Fazeli), ‘Tehran. 
Armoured Car Squadron (Major Majid E’tema Mogaddam): ‘Tehran. 
5th (Kurdistan) Dicision. Senneh. 
General Officer Commanding : Brigadier-General Mahmnd Amin 
‘2nd Infantry Regiment (Mozaffar) (Colonel Hosein Ali Rasti): Senneh, 
28rd Infantry Regiment (Lientenant-Colonel Nasrollah Yazdani_ (at 
[resent in Senneh; will later join appropriate garrison). (Fort) 
Shabpar. 
(21085) x8 
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Puch Tater Regiment (Cientnant-Colonel Ghilam Recs Tashyari 
ich.(') 
14th Cavalry Regiment (Major Abdollah Mas’adi). Se 
6th Artillery Regiment (Major Mohammad Ali Piruzan).  Senneh. 
Independent Battalion of | Engineers. (Lientenant-Colonel - Seyid 
jalaleddin Tabatabai)... Senneb. 


Tth (Fars) Divivion. Shiraz. 
General Officer Commanding - Brigadier-General Al 
42th Infantry Regiment. (Salahshur) (Colonel Soliman 
Shiraz. 
‘Sth Infantry Regiment (Lientenant-Colonel Najafgoli Abbasi). Shi 
25th Independent Infantry Battalion (Lurestan). Lar ioisg 
26th Independent Infantry Battalion (Bushire) (Captain Baha-ed-Din 
‘Tabarsi).- Boshire, 
8th Cavalry Regiment (Abbasi) (Major Azizollah Pishdad). Shiraz 
0th Cavalry Regiment (Lientenant-Colonel Seyid Naseoliah, Majlei. 
raz, 
th Artillery Regiment (Major Fazlollah Amanpur), Shiraz 
Thdependent Battalion of Engiocors, (Lieulonsot-Colone]. Morveza 
Zahedi). Shiraz. 


8¢h (Mokran) Division. Khwash. 


General Officer Commanding: Brigadier-General Mobaromad Meimand. 
Vth, Infantry Regiment (Zaboli) (Major Qodratollah Dabirsiagi) 
‘Zahedan. 
jltsed, Independent, Battalion (Major Ebrahim Manwaridara) 
1th Camel iment (Khow Lieutenant-Colonel & 
Nelnuinlah Boteaih Kien ky enn Cooee Seria 
18th Camel Regiment (Major Ali Enshal).  Transhabr- 
10th Artillery Regiment (Lieutenant-Colonel Mahmud Eshqi). Khwash. 
Independent Battalion of Engineers (Major Howin Farkhondehpe), 
wah. 


12th (Kermanshah) Division. Kermanshab, 
Officer Commanding Colonel Ebrahim Arfa. 


‘38th Infantry Regiment (Colonel Seyid Nasrollah Aftasi). Kermanshah. 
13th Infantry Regiment (Major Gholam Ali Dormishian). Kermansbah, 
ist Cavalry iment (Lieutenant-Colonel Nastollah . Modabber), 
Atilery Baal (Major Abdol Hamid Dol 

rtillery Battalion (Major Abdol Hamid Dolatabadi), Kermanshah 
Battalion of Engineers Kermansbah fk 


18th (Ixfahan) Division. 
General Officer Commanding; Division-General Hadi Shaqagi. 
‘rth, Infantry Regiment (Lieutenant-Colonel Mabmud_ Jahanbagln) 
sfahan, 


goin Cavalry, Regiment (Major Haji Ansari. Iafahan 


Axtillery Battalion (Major Ali Asghar Manuchehri), Isfahan. 


14th (Kerman) Dirivion. Kerman, 
General Officer Commanding = Brigadier-General Ruhollah Keikavansi 
AGth Infantry Regiment (Razmjn) (Lieutenant-Colouel Seyid Sadeq 
Axizi): Kerman. : 


Inde it Infantry Battalion (Major Mohammad K: i 
pendent: Infantry lion (Major mmiad Kaze Kawusi). 


‘25th Independent Camel Battalion (Lieutenant-Colonel Ahmad Zariv), 
Rudbar. 


412th Tadependent Cavalry Battalion (Captain Abothasam Mirhosein) 


() No Persian troops at Banel paper orguniantion only 
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16th (Khorramabad) Division. Kborramabad. 
‘Officer Commanding - Colonel: Fazlollsh: Homayuni: 
19th Infantry Regiment. Dizfal 
18th Infantry Regiment (Sepah Guard) (Lieatenant-Colonol Reza 
Sth Carsley Hegient Qlajor Taqi Montazomi). Khorranabad, 
Ith Cavalry Regiment (Major Taqi Mootazsni). Khorramabad 
Mavatain Ealiary, "Rbocrimabad.* 


Independent (Khuzistan) Brigade. Ahwaz 
Officer Commanding: Colonel Hosein Atapur. 
30th Tnfantey Regiment (Lieutenant-Colonel Hadi Navisi): Ahwaz. 
9th Cavalry Regiment. (Major Ziaollah Partovi). Ahwaz 
Mountain Battery. Ahwaz. 


Independent Birjand) Brigade. Birjaud 
Officer Commanding: Colonel Ali Akbar Sha'ri. 
‘38rd Infantry Regiment (Colonel Jalaj-ed-Din Mo'ersi), Zabol. 
15th Cavalry Regiment. Birjand 
Bind Cavalry Hegiment (Lieutenant-ColonelSeyid Wager Shahbal) 


Independent Mechanieed Brigade. Tehran. 
General Officer Commanding : Brigadier-General Seyid Mahmud Mir Jalali 
Anti-Aireraft Artillery Ragiment (Major Ali Asghar Morayyani) 

ran. 
Artillery, Regiment (105-mm. Long) (Colonel Yahya Khalvati). | Tehran. 
Anti-Aireraft Independent, Battalion (Major Abdol Hosein Bahratni) 

Tehran. 


Many of the above units exist in tittle more than name. All are probably 
considerably below strength. The army will probably be reorganised shortly into 
five divisions with a central reserve. 


Tehran, January 5, 1942. 


Appendix" B. 
1. Extract from Newspaper Azerbaijan, dated December V1. W941 


What has caused the misfortunes of Azerbaijan! Strangers have taken 
advantage of our sincerity and simplicity to atir up strife and enmity among us, 
and have hindered all progress. It is time to wake up, to put. away enmity and 
Cease being a tool in the hands of othern, who have always tried to destroy the 
Arerbaijanis, because they realised that, if Moslems, Armenians, Kurds, 
‘Assyrians and others were to unite, they would form a nation famous throughout 
East and West. We call specially pon the Kurds and Shabsevanis, the brave 
tribes of purer origin, to realise that they are Azerbaijanis and to join os in 
unity and friendship, 


2 Estract from Vatan Yolinda, a Red Army Newspaper Publivhed at Tabris, 
dated December V7, 1941. 

Letter from Urmia. 

Dear Red Army, 

‘Yonr releasing a nation from misery and disaster is better than a mattck of 
conscience (i4., than a quibble over ideology ?), We Kurds, ane of the oldest and 
noblest of races, have heen oppressed by our enemies, and for some years have had 
no pleasure in life. Ina fertile district like Kurdistan poor villagers, farmers 

workers could not find bread—where were the crops going? "The Fascists 
regarded Kurds and Azerbaijanis as the lowest of men, calling the former cruel 
savages and the latter Turki asses 


(1) Probotly at Keranshah 
(21085) Ka 




























































































138 


On the 27th August the Red!army camé and, after killing afew Fascists, 
released thousands of oppressed patriots. ‘That-date is one written in ineffaceable 
letters in Kurdish hearts. Dear Red Army, there is a woice crying in Kurdistan 
and saying,“ Please carry, out your good deeds to the end and complete our 
freedom, so that a3 long as the world lasts the Kurds may be your brothers.” 


RAHMAN ZABIHI, 
A Kurd of Sauj Bulagh 
Tehran, January 8, 1042. 





(B 798/19/34) No. 45. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden —(Received February 4.) 
(No. 10) 
_ HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affnirs, and has the honour to transmit 
horowith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the period the 6th January 
to the 13th January, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tekran, Janwary 13, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, 45. 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Period 
January 6 to January 13, 1643, 
(Beoret,) — 
Persian A fairs. 
Political, 

THE treaty has not yet gone to the Majlis for the recond reading, Of a 
largo number of modifications and dewands for further explanations suggested 
by Deputies during the first reading ll excopt a few worn rejected by the Cabinet 
‘The Cabinet did not ask for any modification in the treaty itself, bat requested 
that certain articles should bo more clearly and fully defined in letters to be 
annexed to the treaty. This request has been tefused by Hix Majesty's Govern 
ment. ‘The Berlin radio had confidently predicted that it would be refused, bat 
suggested that His Majesty's Government would put the onus of refusal on to the 
Soviet Government. 

2. The Prine Minister, both by his own speeches and through obvious 
inspited articles that have appeared in the preas, has been making « fairly 
flective defence of the treaty and of the policy of the Government that led to its 
initialling. “A paper that ventured to express that section of public opinion 
which is opposed to the treaty was suppressed—a shock to thore who hoped that 
the days of freedom of speech had arrived. But the Prime Minister and the 
Cabinet are still very susceptible to the criticism of the Majlis and the public 
Conscious that they have at yet litle sapport on which to-lenn, én spite of he 
respect which the Prime Minister is held for his honesty, thnagh not-for his 
energy, they are anxious to placate public opinion as far as i possible. 

3 |The Government is 0 concerned with the business of geting the teats 
through the Majlis that all other business js suffering. Little lias heen done 
towards a settlement of the question of the late Shah's large estates. Formerly 
dependent on forced labour for their cultivation they now lie fallow to a. | 
extent, Other questions needing early attention are the resuscitation of agri 
ture, the reorganisation of the gendarmerie and the army, the fundamental 
readjustment of the country’s finatices, the distribution of supplies and food and 

ices. The Government has announced that it is drafting « Bill 
for the prevention of honntng and proftering, 

4. The desire that America shonld become & party to the Anglo-Russian. 
Persian Treaty, which has been evident in Tehran for some time, bas now found 
expression in articles in the Persian press, particularly on the occasion of 
Mr. Bullite’s visit, 

5. The press bas recently published articles indicating the advantages 
Persia has gained from relations with Great Britain, Soviet Russia, America and 
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Turkey. Great Britain is given credit for following a consistent, policy 
the time of Lord Curzon—af supporting the Central Government. (The inference 
is perhaps that Great Britain did support Reza Shah) Russia is thanked for 
the concessions she made to Persia after the last war—the vift of the Tabriz. 

Julfa railway and of the Russian Bank, among others To America, Persia 
‘owes much for the services rendered by Schuster, Millspangh and Dr. Jordan, of 
the American College. Turkey is praised for her sympathetic attitude during 
the troubles of the last few months. 

6. The Berlin radio announced that a neutral paper tad stated’ that a 
result of Mr, Eden’s talks in Moscow had been an agreement with Russia for the 
partition of Persia. A démeati, based on the assurances of the British Minister 
and the Soviet Ambassador. was published in the Persian press, as was also a 
statement by the Prime Minister. 

ieil A ciation 
7. In answer to questions in Parliament, the Minister of War gave some 
details regarding the Aero Club of Tehran, The club was founded there years 
‘ago; the total income from subscriptions. and donations had amounted to a little 
over 28 million rials. Of this, nearly 24 million. had been spent on the purchane 
of 25 Rearwin instructional aitoraft; nearly 44 million on tho levelling of 
aerodrome and construction of hangars. ‘The balance to the credit of the club 
wns 13,876,495 rials, ‘There are nearly 3,000 members, of wham 400 haye flown, 


Appointments, 
8 Ali Anzam Zanganch (Amir i Kull) to be Governor-General of Depast: 
ment No. 5 (Kermanshah and Kurdistan) 
Musa Nari Esfandiary (Muvallng es Sultaneh), ex-Minister at Berlin, to be 
Minister in Iraq. 
jbulam Reza Kemal Hedayeh (Mukhbir ed Douleh) to be Governor of Arak 
(Sultanabad), 


Internat Security, 

Northern Provinces. 

9, ‘The Persian Government is greatly concerned about the sit 
‘Russian occupied zone, whers various insurrectionary activitis are 
the Russian authorities take no steps to prevent, and which the Persian forces, 
Jimited to small numbers of gendarmerie and police by Russian ordets, are much 
too weak to suppress. The Nijat Committee, in Urumieh, to which reference was 
made in Summary No. 1/42, paragraph 12, is employing terrorist moth 
‘The local chief of police and an Assyrian who refused to join the movement h 
teen murdered, and the Governor aud all Government officials havo 
frightened into complete passivity. In the area south of Ardebil the Khalkhalix. 

urki-speaking tribe allied to the Shahsevans, having acquired a sunber of 
rifles from disintegrating Persian troops, have expelled such semblances of 
Government authority as there were in their area. A report, requiring vorificn- 
tion, has just been received that some 2.000 armed Karadaghis from the Katadagh 
mountains (east of Julfa and south of the Aras River), declan ance 10 
Soviet Russia, took possession of Persian Julfa. ‘The Soviet authorities in Tabriz 
deny any support of this movement, but whatever the truth of the report may 
be it may be assumed that no such action could take place in this area without 
the connivance of the Soviet authorities. In Southern Majandiran the inhabi: 
tants of the Sang i San region (between Firazkuh and Sernnan), always turbulent. 
who have also acquired arms from deserting Persian soldiers, are raiding and 
robbing on a fairly extensive scale. The Persian Government has asked the Soviet 
authorities for permission to send a battalion of infantry to cach of the three 
areas, Urumieh, Ardebil and Southern: Mazandirah, 


Fars. 
10, The Persian operations for the relief of Jahrum (see Summary 
No. 1/42; paragraph 0) wore successful.” ‘The rebels were dispersed and the 
rebel leaders, Zaij and Shikuhi, are reported to have taken refuge with 
Nasir Qasbgai.| ‘The Persian authorities have demanded that Nasi should hand 
them over. They have already found reason to be suspicions of Nasir's inte 
and regard this as a test case of his loyalty. ‘They are alive to the possibility that 
Nasir’s present professions of loyalty and of a desire to serve the interests Of the 
Persian Government may be blaff to gain time to consolidate his inflnence with 
the tribe and to acquire arms. 
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Kermanshah and Kurdistan, 

11. There are no further developments in that part of Kurdistan affecting 
British lines of communication. The local Persian military authorities appear to 
have postponed their plans for the occupation of Saggiz, pleading winter con- 
ditions, and to be devoting their endeavours to the disarmament of tribes living 
near the main Kasvin-Khanakin road, notably the Qalbaghis, the Kalkhalis in 
the Shahabad area, the Kakavand of the Hassin. The General Officer Com. 
manding at Kermanshah bas issued a proclamation threatening very severe 
measures if arms are not surrendered. It is too early yet to anticipate results, 


Persian Forces. 


12. _It is intended to form a special force of gendarmerie for the protection 
of the railway. First cousideration is to be given to the railway north of Tehran, 


British Interests 


13, A proposal has been made to the Persian Government that the British 
air force authorities should lease the Persian airoraft factory for the period of 
the war, employing ax far us possible the Persian technical staff and Pers 
labour. The proposal has been surprisingly well received by the Pervi 
authorities, possibly from fear that the factory might be taken over by the 
Russians, who have recently been showing some interest ia it 

14, The new pipe-line for the conveyance of white spirit to Anditishk has 
‘been laid for the first 80 miles of its length 


American Interests, 


15, Mr, Bullitt paid a short visit to Tehran during tho week, He was very 
well recoived by Persians. 


Bulgarian Interests, 


According: to instewctions from the Bulgarian Government to the Swediah 
authorities in Persia, all unemployed Bulgarians are paid a dele of 0 rials 
por diem 


Hungarian Interests 


17. _ A party of fifty-cight Hungarian women and children, accompanied by 
revoral malo adults of over military age and two sick, left Tohran on the 
th Janay by train for tepatriation to Hungary via Basra. Bagdad atl Angora. 

‘eavelling with this party as far ae Ahwaz were nine Hungarians of military 
age who had themselves voluntecred for internment with the Brit 


B.S KIRBY, Major. A.aLA., 
(for a General), 
ilitary Attaché 
Tehran, January 13, 1042. 





(B 798/19/34) No. 46, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Reevived February 4.) 
(No. 24 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to. His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 3 for the period the 13th January 
to the 19th January, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


‘Tehran, January 2, 1942, 
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Enclosure in. No. 48, 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. & for the Period 
January 15 to January 19, WA 
(Seoret.) 
Persian A fairs 
Political 

‘The treaty is still in cold storage. Tt hits not yet gone to the Majlis for 
the second reading as, to avert the Prime Minister's resignation, which was nearly 
‘an accomplished fact, certain points, on which the Soviet Government have been 
more complaisant than His Majesty's Government, have been referred back to 
London. | Meanwhile, the press refrain from any mention of the treaty. 

2, ‘The dearness of living, the freedom of the press, the necessity for tlie 
revival of agriculture and for a new economic plan are the main themes of 
newspaper articles. 

3, "A strong desire is becoming evident among Persians to get America more 
interested in Persian affairs On the part of many this arises from the all 
pervading fear of Russia: America is regarded as possibly being’ in so 
espects in a better position to oppose Russian designs on Persia. than ( 
Britain, Bot some Persians havea better motive. They realise that the existing 
chaos in administration is not likely to be remedied by Persian politicians and 
Ministers and that foreign help is necessary particularly to put the finances in 
order. American Financial Advisers might in present clreamstances find « fait 
measure of support, The Chief of the General Staff would welcome American 
control of the financial administration of the War Office. The Minister of War 
has probably other views 

4° Conditions in the Ministry of Finance are reported to be extremely 
confused. That the Government is faced with a serious loss of revenue atnd that 
expenditure is greater than income is said to be about all that ix clear, No 
revenue is coming from the provinces in Russian dceupation, nor from certain 
other areas where Government authority ix too weak to enforce its payment. The 
Rustians pay no customs on any goods imported by them, nor the British on 

imported for any military purpose. Moreover, owing to the breakdown af 
Persian administration along the frontiers, there iv considerable amuggling 
‘and out, The abolition of monopolies has also upset the nancial balance, aid 
the agreement with the A.1.0.C. for the maintenance of the royalties. at the 
pre-war level has expired. The Ministry of Finance has hitherto been unable 
to make even an approximate estimate of the current event 


Officials 

(i) Qiami, to be Deputy Ustandar and Farmandar of Kermanshah, He 
thas previously: been Governor of Arak. 

(ii) Colonel Abdull Ali T'timad) Mugaddam to be Deputy Chic of the 
Gendarmerie. 

(i) Colonel Baba-ed-Din Ali, tow head of the Sepah (Army) Bank, to 
change pasts with Colonel Ali Farah, now ‘Treniarer of the Ara (Miliary 
Atad 

salt) Nadir Arasteh (2) (26) to be Governor-General of Mazanderan and 
Gil 

(¥) Farzin Mobd. Ali (91) (69), Minister of the Court, has died. 

(vi) Ali Mansur’s (164) (130) appointment as Governor-General of 
Khorassan (see Summary No. 1/42, paragraph 2) was mentioned to the Soviet 
Ambassador before it was announced. He then raised no. obj He has 
‘how notified the Government that it is undesirable that Ali Mansur, who was 
‘on the point of departure, should go. 


(The first figures refer to Military Attaché's, and second to Foreign Office, 
Personalities.) 


Internal Security, 
Northern Provinces. 


6. The situation in Persian Azerbaijan hax further deteriorated. The 
Persian Governor has been driven out of Urumieh and it seems that all seniblance 
of Government authority has disappeared, and that the Nijat Committee is now 
in control of the town.» There was fighting between Kurds and the Amnich, and 
it seems certain that the Russian troops stationed in Urumieh did nothing to 
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help the Persian forces. It seems impossible that these events should have 
happened without the approval of the Russian authorities. Further details of 
the situation are expected shortly, as His Majesty's Consul in Tabriz is visiting 
Urumich, Confirmation has been’ received of the turbulence of the Khalkbalis, 
who are now reported to have taken possession of the sumall town of Hirabad, 
some 50 miles south of Ardebil. ‘The report mentioned in last week's Summa 
of an incursion of armed Karadaghis into Persian Julfa was exaggerated. It 
is nearer the truth that a bund of some 300, some armed, did enter the town 
wearing red arm bands and declaring themselves Communists. 

7.” In Mazandevan there is some brigandage and a great deal of discontent 
arising from the failure of the Government to take any measures for. the 
settlement of the ex-Shah’s estates, which comprise almost the whole province, 
Fars 

8, In Fars the situation at the moment is quiet. Minor robberies oocut in 
the outlying districts, but the Shiraz~Bushire road seems to be fairly well secured, 
Opinions. an to the possibilities of the situation vary. On the one hand, there 
‘are some who profess to anticipate serious tribal trouble in, the spring. There 
tre no signs of any possibility of-a combined toovement by the Arab Khanseh 
tribes though hunger may deive them to robbing. and serious trouble could only 
ime from the Quahgai led by Nasir. ‘There is Tittle doube that Nasic i trgiog 
to establish himself as recognised head of the tribe, but there is no evidence yet 
that the win. sub-tribes—the Darashuri, Farsimaidan, Shishbuluki and 
Kashqulis-have any desire to put themselves under his leadership. Nasir is, 
Howover: boing exhorted Ly political intrigues, with no particular object excopt 
to trouble the water, to. follow the patriotic traditions of bis Lather, 

Gn the other badd, fairly reliable informant with an exteaie knowledge 
of the tribes says that on the whole there is no desire to make trouble. - The whole 
tribe has suffered greatly in recent. years from. rapacious officials, In spite of 
attempts to make it-settle, it ix atill almont entirely nomadic.” Given decent 
conditions, numbers would be. prepared to settle..'The main sub-teibes have 
desire to combine again under one leadership. Hunger may drive some 
robbery, but, given reasonable freqdom from extortion and. ag opportunity. to 
redevelop thoir greatly caplet focks, th trite in the opinion of this informant 
is not likely to.cause trouble. More food seems to he here, as elsewhere in Persia 
tho first essential of stable conditions. 


Kurdistan. 

9, ‘The Russian at 
Government 
Events at U1 


position stiffened 
It does seem unlikely that any settlement of the Kurdish question is possible while 
the Russians encourage Kurdish aspirations 


British Interests 


10. ‘The Persian Government has agreed to sel] nine Mohawk aircraft for 
the use of the Government of Fadia: 


Russian Interests, 


11. Information obtained from Persian officers who have returned from 
imprisonment in Russia is generally to the effect that they were reasonably well 
treated, but that n.c.os. were given more consideration, taken to filme, theatres 

nd lectures, and shown anything that might impress them with the avanta 
f Soviet rule. The n.cos. were kept separated from the officers, The particular 


ofr who have Hen met say that they were bot subjected o propaganda 


‘The Chief of the Persian General Staff states that a certain Persian officer 
Who was released some time before the others has now handed in a wireless 
transwnitting sot which, he says, was given to him by the Russians for the purpose 
of transmitting information about British troops and British activities. "He had 
secured his carly release hy promising to send such information and to apply for 


ui 


appointment to a station where be could collect it, He was to be provided with 
an operator by the Russians. Another set had been handed in by a n.co, who 
had promised to serve Russian interests. He was to endeavour to return to his 
unit at Birjand, from where he was to report on British activities. He had been 
trained in wireless operation. There is nothing inherently improbable in these 
stories, but they are also the kind of story the Persian likes to tell. The Persian 
General Staff consider that a large number of these n.c.os. (there were between 
2,000 and 3,000) may now be Soviet agents and that there may be many other 
‘Wireless transmitting sets 

12. Evidence continues to accumulate of the intrigues of Russian agents 
‘or political commissars in Azerbaijan, which is now spoken of by Soviet partisans 
as Routh Azerbaijan. The situation can now be described as almost out of hand 
of the Persian Government and it is diffc 


Turkish Interests 


13. The Turkish Military Attaché expresses considerable anxiety about 
Ronsian policy in Azerbaijan, especially as regards the Kurds, 


French Interests, 


44, The French Chargé d'Afaires, M. Coiffard, seizing on an incorrest 
interpretation given by the Prime Minister of the purport of the second annexure 
to the treaty, in which he erroneously stated that Persia would be required to 
break off relations only with those countries with which Britain and Russia were 
at war, wrote a hasty and hysterical letter to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
‘and sent copies to the press. The Minister refused to accept the letter and the 
press were instructed not to publish it. One paper did publish it. The 
Teter acensed the Government dt misleading the Peston people and of acting 
fagainat their wishes, which, it claimed, were in favour of maintaining the long 
standing tradition of Franco-Persian ‘frien 

‘The Free French Committee have dissociated themselves from the sentiments 
of the letter. 

The French Changé dAffaires has been informed by the Persian Government 
that he is persona non grata and he ix leaving Tobran shortly, M. Coiffard's 
motives were probably to endeavour to aronse public feeling to oppose. the 
expulsion of the Vichy Legation, which he resents all the more since the treaty 
does not oblige Persia to break of relations with Japan 


W. A. K. FRASER, Major-General, 
Military Attache. 
Tehran, January 19, 1942, 
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Enclosure in No, 47 


Military A ttaché’s Inteltigence Summary No.4 for the Period. 
Fanwary 19 to January %, 1942, 


(Secret) Persian A flairs, 


Political 

‘The second reading of the treaty in the Majlis began op the 25th and will 
probably be finished on the 26th, Ratification is generally expected. Reports 
hat the Russians have been instigating opposition to the treaty have induced 
tome wavering Deputies to accept it. 

2. ‘The Majlis has ratified the Bill amalgamating the Ministry of Commerce 
with that of Industry and Mines, 

Economic problems have engaged the press during the last week 

‘Tho Government: has been urged to take steps against profiteering and to control 
prices. Doubts have been expressed of the wisdom of abolishing Government 
monopolies, ‘The present rinlaterling rate of exchange, which was fixed by 
docree last October at 140 rials to the pound, has been criticised. as being too high, 
having regard to the amount of sterling the Persian Government is now 
acquiring and the Minister of Finance has been obliged to defend it as best he 
could in the Parliament and the press 

4. Rumours have been current in the city that Tehran is to be reoce 
by Britiah and Russian troope. These probably arise from the arrival in Tehran 
of detachments of administrative units of British troops in connexion with the 
evacuation of Poles from Russia, 

5, About 100 people from Mazanderan and Gilan have come to Tehran to 
demand that the Majlis should take steps to return to them the lands of which 
thoy were dispossessed by Reza Shah. 


Officials. 
6—(i) Ghulam Reza Ardalan to be Farmandar of Burujird, 
(i) Kazim Sharifi to be Farmandar of Gulpaigan 
(iii) Mohamed Sa'ed (262) (182), Persian Ambassador in Moscow, who has 
boon on leave, is returning to Moscow. 


(The firat figures refer to Military Attaché’s, and second to Foreign Oflice, 
Perwonalities.) 


Internal Security. 

Northern Provinces 

7.__‘The Governor of Urumich has arrived in Tehran. He reports that, until 
tho arrival of the Soviet Consul, the attitude of Soviet officials, who were then 
conteolled by General Novikoff, commanding Russian forces’ in North-West 
Persia, was correct and even helpful, Since the consul arrived there has been 
continual obstruction on the part of the Soviet officials. Agitators and even 
murderers arrested by the Persian’ police have been demanded by the Soviet 
officials. and soleased by them. ‘The Governor was ordered to return to their 
owners arms he had taken from Kurds and Assyrians and was forbidden to 
disarm others coming into the town, ax they were “guests” of the Russians. 
Russian troops stood by while police and gendarmes were attacked, and in some 
cated killed. Although the Nijat Committee consists of Kurds, Aseyrians and 
Armenians, he considers that the two latter are receiving more attention from 
the Russians than the Kurds, The committee was terrorising the inhabitants of 
Urumieh and was living on His Majesty's Consul at Tabriz reports 
that about. 1,000 refugees have arrived there from Uramich, 

The Chief of the Gendarmerie in Azerbaijan has also arrived in Tehran, 
He confirmed that Persian Gorerunient anthority bas disappeared from, the 
Khalkhal country. A man called Mohamed Taghi, Amir Ahmadi, the son of 
the late Amir a of these parts, had set himself up in Hirabad (see Summary 
No. 3, ra 

‘the ‘Chiel of the Geodarmerio said that be bad teen forkidden by the 
Russians to use his force for the collection of revenue, and had been told that 
he must not retain with his force certain machine guns which he had recovered, 
but must send them to Tehran, 
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Khorassan. 

9. In Khorassan a certain Soulat-es-Sultanch, a Hazara notable, exiled for 
png Years in Fars, bas declared himeel? in opposition tothe Persian Government 
With about 200-250 followers he has set himself up in Turbat Sheikh Jam, 
having disarmed the police and gendarmerie, and has tsued a printed proclana 
tion in Meshed and elsewhere calling on the people of Khorasan to joi) him in 
defending their rights against the Persian Government, ‘The Persian authorities 
consider his activities are the result of Russian instigation. The War Office do 
not take him very seriously. The Russian authorities have agreed to th 
sending troops to Meshed. 

10, A raid by Baluchis was made on the village of Qaumabad, 4 miles 
south-east of Shusp, in which an Indian trader and a. Persian colonel, ‘who 
happened to have halted there, were killed. The robbers carried off sixteen camel- 
Teas of lot. 


Fare, 

11. It was noted in Intelligence Summary No. 2, paragraph 10, that Nasir 
Qashgai was endeavouring to establish himself as head of the tribe, He has now 
telegraphed to the press in Tehran that he bas been asked by the tribe to 
represent their claims for— 


i) Compensation for their sullerings and losses of the last twenty years. 
(ii) The right to elect a Depaty of their own. 
(iii) A revision of taxation. 


Kurdistan and Kermanshah. 


12. Severe winter conditions have limited activities of all concerned in 
these areas. 


Polish Interests. 


13, The Persian Government had been inforined of the intention to evacuate 
4 number of Poles through Persia. and, not unexpectedly, this wax soon publicly 
known, Questions were asked in tho Majlis to which indefinite answers were 
given, but a day or so later a statement appeared in the press that. 25,000 Poles, 
Who were not required in Russa, wero to be evacuated through Persia to the 
id-East 

M4. There ix as yet no indication from the Soviet authorities ax to when 
theos Poles may te expected to arrive, nor have they yet signified thelr acceplace 
of the proposals regarding the routes of thelr arrival, 


French Interest, 


15. General de Gaulle has appointed’ M. André Godard. (Ditector of 
Archwological Services of the Persian Government) to be delegate for Persia of 
the Comité national frangais. For some time Free French interests in Persia 
hhave been in the hands of a committee presided over by M. Goblot. ‘This 
committee remains in being. 

16, General Catroux has appointed Chef d’Eseadron’Jouvel, who has for 
some time been engaged in business in Tehran, to be his military representative 
in Persia. 

17. M. Coiffard, Vichy French Chargé d’Affaites; has loft Persia (see 
Summary No, 8, paragraph 14), 


Russian Interests, 
18. G-P.U. activities, which are considerable in Tehran at present, appear 
to be centred in the Soviet Consulate. 
19. The Russians have taken over operational control of the railway from 
Tehran to the Caspian and Tehran to Zinjan. 


Tehran, January 28, 1942. 
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[E 1246/19/34 No. 48 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Reerivetl February 24.) 


(No. 34) 

HIS) Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 5 for the period the 26th January 
to 2ud Fobriry, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehrun, February 3, 1942 


Enclosure in No. 
(Seoret) 


Military Attache's Lateltigence Sommary No. & Jor the period January 26°¢0 
: Bebrwnry 9 Wie f i 


Persian A flaive 
Politic, 
"THE treaty was approved by the Majlis on the 26th January. Of those 
nombers pyresent 80 voted for the treaty. G agninst and 8 ubetained. Tt was signed! 
the 20h January. Tt w at be wine th accept thi as m meaxure 
of ite popularity. 
their eviction from 


the continuance in the 
ideas are oll held to be, in varying degrees, 
fof British actions, A note atruck by the press is that public 6 
the treaty will depend on the niatare of the aid given to 

under article 7, ‘Tho Prime Minister in his speech at the dinner given by the 
Persian Government to celebrate the signing of the treaty said that the collabora: 
tion of America in the common cause of the Allies gave him grounds for confidence 

ho treaty, The prea says that Porsia, having adhered to the Atlantic Charter, 
now looks to America for support and assistance. 

2, This to be hoped that now that the treaty, which as been the cause of 
much anxiety to the Persian Government is out of the way. attention will be given 
0 urgent problems of administeation. A Bill has been drafted to regulate the 
disposal of the lands of the ex-Shah, and the Ministry of Justice isnow engaged 
in drafting Bll to prevent hoarding and profiteering. - Publi market for ood 
stuffs and fuel have been opened in ‘Tehran under official control with a view to 
liminating the middleman, 

3, A Bill has been laid before the Majlis to authorise the payment to tho 
dependants of Persian officers and other ranks, who were killed in August, of 
pensions equal to the pay drawn by the deceased at the time he was killed, ‘The 
oxisting law allows only a very meagre pension. 


Officiants, 
4. The Soviet Embassy haying withdrawn its objection, Ali Mansour has 
left for Meshed (see Summary No. 3, paragraph 3 (vi) 
(iy Nivi to be Governor of Turbat-1-Haidari, 
(ti) Roshan to be Governor of Rashan. 


Titernal Security, 

Azerbaijan, 
5. His Majesty’s Consul at Tabriz recently paid a visit to Urumieh. He 
reports that order has been completely restored by the Soviet military authorities, 
hut that neither Persian officials nor the police and gendarmerie were functioning. 
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The Kords. he thought, were not. giving much trouble in Urumieh itself, but 
were practically independent in their own districts. 

6. ‘The Soviet authorities have agreed to Persian troops being sent_to 
Ardebil for operations for the pacification of the Khalkbal country. (See 
Summary No. 4, paragraph 8) 


Khorasan, 

7, A.column of Persian troops consisting of two battalions of infantry, four 
tanks and a battery of field guns left Tehran for Meshed where they are due on 
the 2nd February for the sappresson of Soulat-s Snltanah fee Summary No, 4 
paragraph ©), ‘They are to be joined at Mesbed by to squadrons of cavalry 

rom Birjand. Soulat-esSultanch has retired to Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam, Tt is 

wot expected that he will make any serious resistance 

‘The troops mentioned above are to stay in Meshed, 

8. Soulat-es-Sultanch’s outbreak led to some disorder in Khorassan.. There 
were many unfounded rumours and some brigandage, some rioting i 
‘Turbat-i-Haidari, and wheat that had been purchased for the labourers by con. 
tractors employed on the maintenance of the Nokkundi-Mosbed road had. hee 
looted and lorries carrying wheat prevented from leaving the town. ‘The removal 
‘of wheat from any area in, the present conditions of shortage and high prices is 
always liable to cause indignation, particularly if there is suspicion, as in this 
‘ease, that it is being bonght for the British. 

9, “There wans farther raid by Balichis on a xmal village in the neighbour: 
howd of Qiamabad (sce Summary No. 4, paragraph 10), re is as yet no 
reason to connect these raids with disturbances further north, 


South Persia. 

10, Hold ups occurred on the Kerman. Zahidan and Tsfahan-Shiraz roads 
In the first ease some lorries carrying the post were looted by raiders, probably 
Persian Baluchis, 80 miles west of Bam, Tn the second, Mr. Winsor, the 
American irrigation expert, was looted 60 miles north of Shiraz. The band 
alleged to have committed this robbery, twelve in number, has been captured and 
taken in to Shirax, 

11. Operations have been initiated for the restoration of Persian Goyern- 
ment authority in Dashti and for the collection of arma A column of Persian 
rope has reached Kbormij, 40 miles south-east of Bushire, 


Kurdistan. 
12 Certain sectionn of the Quibaghi had already subinitted, and the 

resistance of the remainder of this troublesome tribe has probably been broken by 

the capture of 150 of them by Persian troops... Arma aro. now boing collected 

Mohaubedl Rashid has not been heard of for some time nnd is said to,be ill. There 

seems at the moment to be little obstacle to an advance on Saggiz by Persian 

trope except their own fears of Russian support. of the Kunis and perhaps 
sn0W. 


Kermanshah, 
13, An advance by Persian columns against the Kakavand and 
Abimadawand led, according to the statement of the Persian military commander, 
to the submission of the tribal leaders and the surrender of loot and some 400 
rifles. Demonstrations against the Kalkhanis have brought about a humble 
tude in this tribe. These events may be taken as indicating that 
General Shabbakhti is succeeding. in. instilling some respect, if, not 
Persian Government at least for himself, and also that the morale of Persian 
troops is not quite so bad ax it was 


Russian Interests. 


14. The improved conditions at Urumich due, according to His Majesty's 
Gonsal at Tabriz, to action ty Russi authorities, the permission given, to 
Porrian troops to passthrough the Russian garrisons of the Coser Road 
on their way to operate against Soulat-es-Sultaneh (see raph 7) and to move 
isto EustersAvebaij to operate opine: the Rhaltbal inatrgeta, andthe 
encouragement given by the Soviet Ambassador to proposals made by the Persian 
authorities for the suppression of this disturbance, may indicate that. representa- 
tions recently made to the Soviet. Government by. Hie Majesty's Government have 
been effective in securing a modification of unofficial Soviet policy in Persia. 
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16, The S 
to the Persian 
there rather th; 
difficult to avoid 


Tehran, February 8, 1042. 


Appendix. 


Mins EVE CURIE roturned from Russia ou the 30th January after a visit 
of about three weeks. She is shrewd and competent observer. She was specially 
favoured in Russia, vikited Moscow and four different of the front 
including Mojaisk, which she reached thres days after the Russians entered it 
Sho was greatly impressed by the Russian army, its healthiness, physique, morale 

nd equipment, It was incomparably better fed and clothed than the civilian 
tion. The latter, however, soemed happy to bo saopificed so that the army 
should be well found, ‘The high state of organisation and discipline of the army 
was in noticeable contrast to the apparent sloppiness ‘and casualness in the 
ivilian’ popnlation. Russian ollcers (she mentoned. gapecially. "Vols. and 
Govaroff who recaptured Mojaisk), although certain of a German counter: 
offensive in the spring, Were not merely confident, hut arrogant; they would 
defeat the Germans ina year, British and American aid they refused to discuss, 
except to say that the otily effective aid was the establishment of a second front 
on the cont ia they belted ards aid in munitions, there was a 
conventio + Apparently inapired "We lve promalees and fo hope they 
will be ‘hen Miss Curie mentioned to one senior officer that she had 
gely to write up British and American supplies, he replied 

i ity if you speak the truth it will encourage the Germat 


y 
She EPLibe impromion’ thet many Russian officers did not appreciate at all 
re 


tho part Creat Britain wae playin seemed 10 think that they were fighting 
tho Germans alone, and woald beat them alone and would then ** settle Europe. 

She was atrisck by the quantities of equipment of all kinds with the Russian 
army, but saw very little British or American, She saw some German prisoners, 
‘miserably clad, uniderfed and frostbitten, but they may have been selected for her 
All the inhabitants of reenpinred towns and villages werg foiling’ with hatred 
‘against the Germans, and all had ugly tales of German crgelties and atrocities 

Hor outstanding impression was of a people fayafically and austerely 
determined to defend their country, even though at heat life in that countey was 
harsh and gave them little. Nationalism rather than gommunism was the 
inspiration. 


(B 1502/19/34) No. 49. 


Sir R. Ballard to Mr. Bden—(Received March 7.) 
(No. 42) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majest 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign ASuirs and has the honour to transit 
herewith # copy of Intelligence Summary No, 6 for period the 2nd February to 
the Oth February, 1942. compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, Pebruary V2, YO42. 


ur 


Enclosure in 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 6 for the Period 
February 2 to February 9, 1942. 
(Secret) 
Persian A flaire. 
Political and Economic. 

THE treaty appears to be gaining increasing support, largely becaus it is 
coming to be regarded as some’ safeyenrd against Rossa, a view which fnds 
‘encouragement in an apparent modification of the Russian atti 
into force. There are, however, probably few Ministers or officials who are not 
concerned with preparing the best possible case for themselves in case the Germans 
shoald reach Persia 5 

2 The press has published articles almost fulsome in their appreciation of 
Soriet policy towards Persia, so different from that of Tsarist Russia, Coupled 
With this praise is a violent denun ‘of those who have tried to arotise 
ill-feeling and suspicion among the Persian people as regards Soviet intentions 
by creating trouble and distarbances in the provinces oceupied by the Red Army, 
‘The correct behaviour of the Soviet troop is very pointedly stressed, and it is 
plain that the denunciation is addressed to Soviet political agitators, i 

3. Economic problems, the distress of the poorer classes and the iniquities 
of officials are the subject of many articles in the press. A number of new papers 
have appeared, mostly distinctly’ Left in tone. 

4. ‘The Shah has laid the first stone of a new suburb that is to be bnilt on 
tho sito of the villago of Nazabad, sonth of Tehran. A thotaand small houses 
are to be built, principally for the Working Clanses, at a cost of 85 million Faln 
to relieve th cotigeation in Tehran and to reduce house-renta, which are now 
very high for the poorer classes. 

5, “The press has announced tht the 6x-Shab ix to go to Canada 

6 The Minister of Wary and Commonications gave an interview to the 
press for the purpose of allaying pubic ancety regarding the cst of lgprone 
ments in communications now in progress tnd alleged to be projected, He 
that it was intended to continue the construction of the unfinished lines from 
‘Tehran to Tabriz, Meshed and Yerd and to construct a line from Khorramshahe 
to Ahwaz, but that there was no intention to build a line from Kazvin to 
Khanakin. ‘The improvements now being made to certain roads for the Lranport 
of supplies to Rusein would be paid for by the Allies, as would be the cost of the 
railway from Khorranishahr to Ahwar. The Allies were alio paying for all 
goods transported by rail at ordinary tariff rates. The transport of merchandise 
‘and munitions by rail was controlled by a joint Anglo-Soviet-Persian Commission 


Internal Security. 

Kurdistan 

7. Persian troops have occupied Saggiz, it is believed with little or mo 
eppesition, ‘The Persian authorities had previously announced the appointment 
of a Kurdish potable, Saifullah Khan Ardalan, as Governor of Saggtz.and it 
understood that, previous to the advance of the troops, he had entered into some 
negotiations with the Kurds. Saifallah Khan is a son of the late Hossain Khan, 
Musaffer-es-Sultaneb, and nephew of Sardar Rashid, who was imprisoned ini 
‘Tehran by Reza Shah. He is also his stepson, ax Sardar Rashid married his 
brother's widow, 

8 In addition to Saifullah Khan, other Kurds are also exercising authority 
‘on bebalf of the Persian Government. Mahmud Kanisanan was some time ago 
appointed Governor of Merivan: Qari Mohaied continues to function in Sauj 
Bulagh with the nominal approval of the Persian Government, and Amit Azad 
ix said to have been asked to undertake responsibility for the Matnish tribe. 
Haji Baba Sheikh, who has political and religious influence in the country west 

iz-San} Bulagh, and who was one of the Kurdish notables taken to Baku 

by the Russians, has arrived in Tabriz and hax telegraphed to the Minister of 
the Interior to the effect that he wishes to visit him and offer his services Other 
attempts by the Persian Government to give authority to Kurdish chiefs have 
been nullified by local jealousies. 

2, Much has teen beard recently of the grievances of the Persian, Kurds 
‘The more obvious of these date back for somie fifteen years, Previous to that the 
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grievances were rather against the Kurds—at least certain tribes who had been 
for generations the scourge of the countryside. The real grievances of the Persian 
Kurds to-day are for the most part those common to all Persian subjects who 
have suffered from the tyranny and corruption of officials and the geveral over- 
taxation of recent years... For those they may, in common with other Persi 
subjects, legitimately demand rede. But the Kurd has also regarded it aa 
grievance that he should be required to pay revenue, be subject to conscription 
and be prevented from smuggling and illicit trading. Although there may be 
arguments for preferential treatment of the Kurds in some respects, as there may 
be for apecial policies in certain other parts of Persia, to make obvious exceptions 
in the case of the Kurds would lead to.an outory for similar treatment from all 
other tribes and self-styled. minorities. 


Kermanshah 
10, There is considerable improvement in security in this province, the 
more troublesome tribes—the Kakavand, Ahmadavand and Khalkhanis—having 
to heel. The general officer commanding states that rifles are being collected 
tisfactory sumbers. He considers the situation sufficiently settled to justify 
coming to Tebran for “medical treatment.” The real reason is probably 
‘we what his rival for the dictatorship of Persia, Sipahbod Ahmadi, the Minister 
of the Tnterior, is doing. 


Azerbaijan 
11. Further details have been ryeeived from His Majesty's Consul at Tabriz 
Of the sitvation at Urumieh and in the district. In the town order was maintained 
by Rusian patrols; the Nijat Committee had dispersed or gone to ground; there 
Was little evidence of Persian authority or administration and, apart from keeping 
order, Russian officials did not concern themselves with the administration, ‘The 
police and gendarmerie, in too-amall numbers to. be effective, were entirely 
emoralisod. In the district there were no evidences of Government authority 
there were no gendarmes outaide the towns; the landlords did not dare to go to 
their ages to collect their dues; sowing’ was at least 25 per cent. short of 
normal, A “‘no-tax” campaign is in full swing, While these conditions are 
to.a large extent due to Persian maladministration, they are difficult to remedy 
while the Russians impose a limitation on the number of potice and 
endarmeria that may be maintained and at the same time covertly encourage 
the lower classes in their revolt. against the landlorda and officials. "The Soviet 
‘authorities still refuse to allow Persian troops to be sent. to Urumieh, 


Maznnderan. 


{2 The Rumiane agreed to reinforcements of gendarmerie being sent to 
Southern Mazanderan to deal with disturbances in the Sang-i-Sar region (se 
Summary No. 2, paragraph 9), The Minister of the Interior states that the 
situation has mich improved and that some of the worst brigands have been 


eanght, 


Khorastan. 


13. ‘The column mentioned in Summary No. 5, paragraph 7, encountered the 
rebels before they reached Meshed. This band was dis ‘with some casualties. 
‘The rebels have retired to Fariman, on the Meshed-Turbat-i-Shaikh Jam road, 
and were, ncoring tthe late reports received ill holding a strong poston 
the Meshed~Tnrbat-i-Haidari read. There had been disturbances in the latter 
place. The Persian forces were to operate first against Fariman and then 
clean up the area around Turbat-i-Hlaidari. Their casualties are said to have 
amounted to twenty-five killed and wounded, An engineer recently arrived from 
Turbat--Haidari states that Soulat's forces are not molesting the labourers 
working on the Meshed-Zahidan road-improvement scheme. but says that the 
general unsettled state of the locality has brought into being brigands, who, while 
owing no allegiance to Soulat, are a menace to security. 

“Simultaneooaly, with the insurrection of Soulat-es-Sultanch in North-East 
Khorassan, there was an outbreak on the part of the Kurdish tribes who have 
been settled in Northern Khorassan since the. time of Shah Abbas. They raided 
Kauehan, although there are Russian troops there, Bajaurd and Shirvan. The 
Persian General Staff says they withdrew when Persian troops moved to Meshed 
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Dashti. 

14. It is reported from a consular source that at Khormuz Rais Ghulam 
Razmi (one of the two important khans, the other being Ali Ismail) has come to 
terms with the Persian military forces and that the lesser chiefs have followed 
his example and that no serious opposition is expected until the military © 
into contact with Ali Ismail, whose forves are said to be based on Dayit. ‘The 
indications are that he, too, may come to terms. 


Persian Army, 
15, The latest (the 6th February, 1942) distribution of the Tebran garrison 
is as follows -— 
1} regiments on local guards, 
1 battalion as additiogal police in the tow 
2 battalions at Meshed 
2 battalions standing by for operations in the Khalkhal area (80 miles 
south-east of Tabriz), 
According to the Persian D.C.G.S., this leaves little infantry in the capital 
except recruits. 
(Nore. —The third battalion in each infantry regiment consiste of receuits,) 


A pprintments—Military, 

16.—{i) Colonel Muhammad Nakhebevan to be promoted general and to 
command the military forces of Ustan No. 0 (Khorasa). 

ii) Colonel Al 
vice Colonel Atapur. 

Git) Colone! Fariduntar to be Deputy Director of Army Transport 


jullah Bahrami to be commander of the Khuzistan Brigade 


Foreign Interests 
Polish Interests. 

17. The evacuation of 25,000 Poles for Mid-East and the United Kingdom 
appears to be hanging fire ‘The Soviet authorities in Moscow say they are 
‘waiting for information from the Soviet Ambassador in Tehran. Tho latter, 
who is fully informed of the British-Polish plans, states that he has not been 
informed by Moscow that any Poles were to be evacuated. The plans ate ready 
to be put into execution, 


Russian Interests. 

18 The Soviet Ambassador has been instructed to negotiate with the 
Persian Government for the purchase of the anachinery of the uncompleted Bren 
machine-gun factory in Tehran. The Government of Tndia originally hoped to 
buy this machinery, but it was agreed between London and Moscow that the 
factory should be completed in Tehran, if the missing machinery, which was 
mostly in Russia, could be found, and that Russia should take the production 
‘The Soviet authorities have now’ realised that the factory cannot be put into 
production in Tehran, 





(B 1685/19/34) No. 50, 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received March 13) 
OORT i 

\jesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of Stale for Forcign Affaire and has the honoss to teleeeie 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No.7 for the period 10th-17th February, 
1942, compiled by the military attaché to. this legation . 


Tehran, February V7, 1949. 
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Enclosare in No. 50. 
Becret) 


Military Attaché"s Intelligence Summary No. 7 for the Period 
Pebriary 10-17, 1942, 


Persian A (fairs 


sm of the Cabinet is: increasing. ‘This is duc partly to 
dissatisfaction at their apparent dilatoriness in dealing with -ceonomic-and 
administrative problems and partly to the inspiration of candidates for 
ministerial posts, It is probable that there Will be some chatges, but supporters 
of British policy hold the opinion that it would be a political mistake to allow 
the Prime Minister ta resign at ‘Greent. Four men oly find support a» posible 
suconssors: Tagizadeh, now Minister in London; Tadayyun, the present 
Minister of Education; Quvam-es-Sultaneh, previously several’ times Prime 
Ministor: and Seyyed Zin, who carried through the coup d’Rtat of 1921 that 
brought Rez Khan to power, now in Palestine, 


2 Pho Royal Family 

Queon, Fawsich is leaving Tebran by air to pay a. visit to her brother the 
King’ of Egypt. . The Persinn press states that the visit is strictly private and 
Will be of nok more than one month's duration 


3. Perto-Soviét Relations, 

Tn an artiole dated the 11th February, 1942, on the internal situation and 
the disturbances in Azerbaijan, the Journal de Tehrun asks why the Persian 
Government cannot take more vigorous steps to quell the unrest, "'* We know," 
says the article,“ that the Rad Army gives proof of ite good intentions to 
collaborate effectively,"” 5 lo the Persian Government. hori 
sond troops to the disturbed areas!” This is. covert dig at the reoynt 
by the Soviets to allow Persian troops to reenter Urumich, 


4. Keonomice—Liee-stook, 
(i) The ‘numbers of existing live-stock in Persia is estimated by the 
Ministry of Agric 
Sheep 16,500,000 
Goats 8.600.000 
Cattle 2,200,000 
(ii) The official figures for exports for 1940-41 are as follows: — 
Goat akin 52.460 pieces 
Shoop skins 17,700 pieces 
kins 15/800 pieces 
Goat and shoop casings 33,585 killog. 


{ii J 1049 the export of livestock was forbidden by thé- Government; bat 
the Persian Government admit that many bead of cattle have been illegally 
exported to Iraq and alto to the US8.R. The number of cattle taken over the 
northern frontier to Russia is said to have reached 200 weekly. Thin has been the 
subject of protest by the Persian Government to the Soviet Government both in 
‘Tehran and in Moscow. 


5, Personalities, 


‘The death on the 14th February is announced of Daud Miftah (170) (125). 
Sartip Amini, commanding in Kurdistan, bas teen killed by the rebels in 
Snqqiz 


Internal Security 


6. Khorassan (see paragraph 13 of Summary No. 8) 

‘The Persian Government forces have cleared up Turbat-i-Haidari, Fariman 
and Turbat-i-Shaikh Jam. ‘The Meshed-Birjand road is now open. Soulat- 
us-Sultaneh has fled and is in hiding near Ralat-i-Nadiri 
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The’ rebels have dispersed: ‘The Afghan Government is co-opérating by 
preventing the entry of Soulat-us-Sultaneh into their territory. Some arms are 
peing collected. The prompt action of the Persian Goverument in this matter, 
having had no forces in Khorasan when the rebellion broke out, has had @ good 
effect. 


7. Kurdistan (see paragraph 7 of Summary No. 6). 

The Kurdish rebels have retaken Saqqiz, killed Sartip Amini, the Tocal 
commander, and destroyed and dispersed tbe entire small force he had taken with 
hhim, nono of which has as yet returned to headquarters. ‘This reverse for the 
Government will, it is feared, encourage Kurdish resistance. Tt has also served 
to strengthen the belief of the Persian authorities that the Kurds are counting 
on Russian sympathy if not getting Russian encouragement. They consider that 
the refusal of the Soviet authorities to allow Persian troops in Urumieh must 
bo taken by the Kurds as evidence of Rassian sympathy. 1 is unlikely that any 
attempt to reoccupy Saqqiz or to undertake any’ serious operations, against th 
Kurds will be made for some time. Indeed, the Persian Government has not th 
number of troops necessary with one column operating in Khorasan and another 
moving shortly to Eastern Azerbaijan. 

Tn Southern Kurdistan (adjoining Luristan) the cdlleetion of arms ix 
proceeding in and around Harsin. 


8 Gendarmerie. 


A detail of the strength of the gondarmerie ax it wax on the 14th Rebruary 
in attached ax an, appen 


Britich Interests 


9%. There is some propaganda in Tehran, encouraged probably by the 
Japanese Legation, to the effect that Anglo-Rassian relations are bad, and it 
finds some measure of belief, Rassian officials are aaid to be openly criticining 
the British for their poor defence of Sitigapore. ‘Turkish 
‘watching with close attention for evidence of Angl-Rarsian disagreem 

10.. Sir Oliver Lyttelton, British Miniater of State in the Middle Raxt, 
visited Tehran from the 9th to 13th February. 


Russian Interests, 


11, Russian Troops in Masanderan and Glan. 


t travellers in the area Pahlév-Gorgod ‘have givon’the following ax 
hale: mpressions of Rassian forces In UHiE ares = 2 


(0) Generel There ure no mechanised or armbared Torco in thi are, 
ntensive elementary training is being carried out from early morning wotil 
late at night, 
All military stations, depots and promises were very heavily guarded 
Transport markings as follows :— 


() figure numbers (or two sets of two figures), all commencing 54 or 45, 
fe, 5487. 
4592. 
(ii) D plus $:figure numbers 


‘Two types of men were seen 


{i Very yong reruite—boys of about 16 being cotton 
(li) Stifeaing of older ren, many dresed in clothing suggestive of having 
come from a much colder area; it may be that the area is used for rest. 


‘A report was received that the area commander at Shaki was Major 
Zeliviovsky. All attempts to check this failed. 

Babol Sar is definitely a general bospital and convalescent area. 

Isolated sentries scen on coast road looking out to sea, coast-watchin 

Generally speaking, officers are prepared to join in drinking parties, but ove 
of two always remain completely sober and control conduct of remainder. 

‘Suggested that extensive training in guerrilla warfare is being carried out 
in Mazanderan, where the country is very suitable for this, Equipment (parties 
of about forty): 2/4 mortars, varying numbers of automatic weapons, dummy 
hand grenades, &. 

[24085] ut 
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The Russian. troops are paying eash for all. purchases and there are no 
complaints of their treatment o 
All amusements. provided for troops are éntirely self-contained and. no 
enconrageme to mix with troops. Locals are not allowed to attend 
propaganda—the suggestion being that the Russians hope for 
collapse entailing intervention, which, would.strengthen any. post-war 
16 control a conununity incapable of conducting its awn affairs 
‘al relations = nil 
(b) Mdentifications Identifications = nil, Seearity is obviously an integral 
part of training. 


(© ovations. 
Pahlevi: ‘Two companies, guarding docks. 4 
Naushalir: Battalion headquarters, guarding docks Naval W/T 
station. 

Babiol Sar One cavalry regiment. 

Shahi: Bass subarea. “Headquarters, infantry regiment (thre 
battalions), A/T bat Field regiment 


Headquarters, infantey regiment, 
100 horsed transport. General Commanding 
Headquarters, infantry regiment (one battalion only), Heavy 
ld artillery Tegiment, Aerodrome north of town 
nies infantry. New ncrododie bailt but not wned 
‘wont of town). 
Tni-Dob: Nil. 
Foruzkuhy: Nil 
Ziab: Possibly one platoow : not i 
Bandar Shah (Caspian): Two compat 
tranaport and guard duitien) 
Chalus: One battalion infantry (based on Nawshahr); guard duties 
Bebshahr= One company infantry, Seventy trucks (based Bandar 
‘Shah 


(A) Serength—Total strength in the area visited -— 
MT. 1,000 vehicles 
Troops 15,000 


(Administration, 


Tehran, February V7, 1942. 


Appendix. 
Strength of the Gendarmerie on Pelruary 4, W942. 


Ofpeers Mer. 
Tehran 100 27 
Azorbaijan w 1575 
Khorasan oT 1757 
Kerman 5 2412 
Fars 81335 
Khuzestan 83 2ar3 
Western area a 1970 
Isfahan 7 631 
Headquarters 0. 88 17 


Total - 609 17.482 


Tehean, February V7, W042, 





153 


(B 1649/19/54) No. 51 


ir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received March 1%) 
(No. 58) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy “of Intelligence Summary No. 8 for the poriod 18h to 
‘2th February, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legat 


Tehran, February 24, 1942 


Enclosure in No, Dt 
Gecret,) 
Military A Uachd's Inteltigence Summary No. for the period 
t February 15 t0 24, 142 Lys 


Persian A fairs 
1. The Government, 

Agitation for changes in the Cabinot bax continued throughout the weck 
[cis directed mainly against the Minister of the Lnterior, Sipahbod Ahmadi, who 
was one of Reza Shah's most effective ligutenantx and amassed covsiderable 
wealth during his reign—a ruthless, energetic man who has little pationce with 
parliaments and democracy, the most forceful charactor in the Cabinet. Attacks 
are also being made on the Minister of Ways and Communications, General 
Jahanbani, who has co-operated well with the Transportation Diteotorate, and 
on De, Nalisi, the Minister of Finance, an honest and bard-working Minister. 
‘The Prime Minister's position seems secure for the time being, ax hin moat 
serious rival, Quvam-es-Sultanch, after months of laborious intrigue Lo create for 
himpolf 9 party in. the Majlia, hax written to the press saying that 
the effect that be desired to become Prime Ministor wore baseless, as 
would not allow him to accept the responsibility 

The Government's Bill against hoarding and profiteering haw made little 
progress, owing to the effective delaying tactics ndopted by: the Deputies, with 
‘whom the Bill is not popular, since many of them are both hoarding ai 
profiteering 


2 The Press, 

The prest has been much occupied with demands for: reform, for the 
elimination of officials connected with the abases of Reza Shah's régime, for the 
establishment of security and for a reduction in the sterling rate of exchange. 
There has been some argument for foreign advisers in certain departments, 
Dr. Millspaugh's work coming in for warm praixe in one paper. ‘There han 
been some discreet pro-Ally propaganda and some cautious condemnation of the 
Axis, but generally the tone of comments about the war haw been pessiinistic, 
foretelling a long war. 


3 The Royal Family. 


‘The Queen, accompanied by the Shah’s twin sister, Princes Ashraf, left by 
BO.AC. plane on the 19th February for a visit to her brother, King Farouk,” 


Persian Forces, 


4. A series of minor successes, notably against, Soulat-esSultaneh’ in 


Khorassan, in Dashti, in Khuristan against the Bahmai (we paragraph 9 below), 
in Khalkhal against Amir Ahmadi (see paragraph below), has done something 
to raise the morale of the Persian forves, both army and gendarmerie, and to 
establish some—but little—respect for the Persian Government. Saqqiz was a 
set-back, but it is reported that Persian troops fought fairly well against superior 
nambers. But there is still a considerable amount of pro-German feeling among 
the junior officers, and there is little doubt that this is being deliberately kept alive 
and fostered by some agency. The Japanese Legation 1s certainly implicated 
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Tho prestige of British arms does not at present stand high, and the German 
spring oflensive in South Russia is much in mind, The absence of any indications 
of British preparations for the defence of Persia creates hesitation and anxiety 


5. Appointments, 
Sartip Ghadar to command the Kurdistan Division, eiee Sartip Amini, killed. 
Sartip Mustafa Assa to be Military Governor of Tehran. 


Internal Security, 


6. When tribal chiefs were released from prison after the abdication of Reza 
Shah they came to some agreement with each other to form a sort of tribal council 
ded by Amir Jang Bakhtiari, nominally to represent tribal matters to the 
Government and offer advice. There is suspicion that the agreement went further 
this, and that the chiefs bound themselves to stand together to force the 
‘ent to comply with their demands, which would probably be for the 
restitution of their lands and of some tribal privileges, and in some cases the 
toration of their own authority over the tribes, in effect tantamount to some 
measure of tribal auton ‘ncipal chiefs concerned are said to be Nasir 
Qushgai, some Bakhtiari and Kurdish ehiefs. It is fairly reliably reported that 
sealed Gorans have recently been Dassing among the trial leaders While a 
oncerted move by the tribes may not be likely owing to the chiefs’ distrust of 
ich other, it could cause the Persian Government very serious embarrassment. 
For that reason, and on account of the Inck of mobility of their forces due to 
shortage of teanwport, the General Staff feels obliged to have forces of the spot 
in any area where there might be trouble. 


7, Khorassan. 
Ordor has effectively been restored around Meshed and on, the southern 
rod as far as Turbat-i-Haidari, Soulatos-Sultaneh, when last’ heard of, was 
aking for Kalat-i Nadie\ with some following, 


4 Azerbaijan, 

Conditions in Azerbaijan have generally improved. ‘The gendarmerie have 
carried out guccesful operations agninet the Khalkbal rebels and have killed 
their leader, Taqi, Amir Ahmadi. Less is heard of Soviet propaganda, Ku 
Azerbaijan is quiet and Kurds are no longer allowed to carry arms in Tabriz. 
But the local Soviet authorities still refune to allow Persian troope in Urumich 
CReraich). ‘Te remains to bo seen whether they will agree to the increase of 
gendarmerie and police up to the limits thought desirable by the Persian Govern~ 
ent, as the Russian Ambassador in London states they have heen instructed 
todo, 


9, Khuzistan, 

‘A gang of Babmai tribesmen who had been creating trouble in the Haft Khel 
area has been dispersed and the leader captured by a forve of gendarmerie. This 
uthreak may be connected with reports received from Isfahan of the activities 
of a young Bakhtiari Khan, Nadir Quli, son of Sardar Ashjaa, a reputed hothead 
Of little importance, who is said. to have left. for Malamir with the intention of 
raising a band for the sabotage of the cil-fields, Whether that is his intention or 
not. reliable opinion is that he is not likely to acquire much support. 


10. Fars. 

Operations in Dashti are not yet completed, Ali Ismail not yet havin, 
submitted nor, as far ax i known, has ‘any action heen taken against him rf 
Daiyie, 

"’xn unconfirmed report from Shiraz says that a large force of Buvair Ahmadi 
tribesmen has collected in Ardakan and has attacked and disarmed a military post 
at Tal Kbosrovi (f-inch map, sheet 1.394). 


Tehran, February 24, 12. 





(B 1880/19/34) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receieed March 24) 


(No, 68, Secret) 

_ HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and bas the honour to transinit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 9 for the period the 25th February 
to the 3rd March, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, March 3, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, 92 


Military A taché’s Intelligence Summary No. 9 for the Period 
February 93 to March & 1942 


(Sevret.) 


L. The Cabinet, 
IN a secret session of the Majlis the Prime Minister was given a 
Yolo of confidence which, did not extend to his Cabinet,” ‘The other 
resigned ont uary. The new Cabinet. was 
resigned on the 26th February. new Cabinet was announced on the 


Brine Miniger and Minister for War: Muhammad Ali Faroughi 
¢ 

AAgricaltore, Food Supplies and Economica Abdul Majid Abi (8) (2). 
Health Ali Ashgar Hikmat (69) ay 

Posts and Telegraphs: Hasan Ali Hidays 

Foreign Affairs: Ali Soheili (203) (283). 

Interior: Bagir Kazemi (103) (143) 

Finance: Yadullah Azudi (89) (49) 

Communications: General Amanullah Jehanbani (100) (132), 

Industry : Abdul Hussein Hajir (30) (104). 

Justice: Gulshayan 

Education ; Mustafa Adl (1) (1) 


Persian Affairs, 


(The first. figures refer to Foreign Office Personalities and the second to 
ry attaché’s.) 
‘They resigned en blac some hours later. 


It is to be hoped that a new Government can speedily be appointed whicl 
will have some stability, and that Ministers will remain in office long enough to 
carry through some of the talked-of and much-needed reforms. The most 
prominent causes of unrest, which, unless remedied, may lead to serious trouble, 
are hunger and the demand for restoration of expropriated lands. ‘The most 
critical and urgent problems before the Government are to engure a fairer 
distribution of food-stuffs and to give concrete evidence that the matter of 
restoration of lands is really under way. 

Tt has been décided to bold one secret session of the Majlis each week at 
which Under-Secretaries of Ministries will attend. 


2 Legislation, 
The law of the 25th Dalve, 1303, has been annulled. ‘The law in question 
read as follows :— 


“ Single Article—The National Assembly confers on Aqai Riza Khan 
Sardar Sipah supreme command of the nation’s defence and security 
(Amnieh) forces, and he will carry out his duties with full powers within 
the limits of the fundamental law and the laws of the land; thix position 
cannot be taken from him without the approval of the National Assembly.” 


‘The intention of the annulment is to vest the control of the army in the 
Ministry of War, which is, in turn, responsible to the Majlis. 
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8. Beonomic. 
‘Thore is strong agitation against the maintenance of the present rate of the 
rial-serling exchange (140 rials to the £ sterling), Some demand the abolition 
of control, which, it is claimed, would result in a very considerable cheapening 
of sterling; others put forward more reasoned arguments to show that a rate 
Between 100-120 should be adopted and control maintained. The Minister of 
Finance, in defence of the present rate and in answer to criticisms that Persia 
was getting flooded with unnecessary sterling and consequently need not pay 30 
high’ price for it, stated that he expected to have to import during the year 
1942-43 wheat to the value of £2 million, sugar and piece-goods each to a siniilar 
value, and motor vehicles, tyres and spares to the value of £¢ million; in other 
words, so far from sterling being a drug in the Persian market, it is more 
necessary than ever in order to obtain essential imports, including food. 

Tt im anticipated that the current financial year will close with a much 
smaller deficit (aboat 400 million rials) than was at first estimated. For the 
‘coming year expenditure is estimated. at 3,000 million rial @ at something 
Jost: but the budget excludes all capital expenditure, which it is hoped to meet 
by a loa, 


Persian Forces. 


4. The Persian General Stal has now drawn up a scheme for the 
reorganisation of the Persian army. Tt allows for eight divisious (seven of which 
have three brigades and ono two brigades) and one independent brigade. Each 
brigade conaiste of one infantry regiment, one squadton of cavalry and one 
battory of artillery. 

"The location i as follows — 

‘Tehran— 
'2-diviaions, each with a brigade detached, one to Resbt and one to 
the South-Fast Caxpian 
Azerbaijan— , 
Divisional Headquarters and 1 brigade, Tabriz 
1 brigade, Ardebil 
1 brigade, Rezaieh 
Kurdistan and Kermanshabe 
Divisional Headquarters and 1 brigade, Kermanshah 
1 brigade, Senneb. 
1 brigade, Saqqiz and Traqi frontier. 
Lureatan and Khuzistan— 
1 brigade, Lurestan, 
1 brigade, Khuzistan. 
Fars— 
Divisional Headquarters and 1 brigade, Shiraz 
1 brigade, Kazarun area. 
1 brigade, Jahrum aren, 


Kerman and Persian Baluchistan— 
Divisional Headquarters and 1 brigade, Kerman, 
1 brigade, Kbwash. 
1 brigade, Seistan. 
Khorassan— 
Divisional Headquarters and 1 brigade, Meshed. 
1 brigade, Afghan frontier. 
1 brigade, Bujnurd. 
Isfahan— 
1 brigade. 
‘The total strength, including recruits and services, is 86,000. The cost 1s 
nearly 000 million rials. ‘The Minister of Finance has, however, budgeted for 
{G00 million rials orily, and if this ix maintained, as is probable, the strength will 


have to be reduced to between 50,000 and 60,000. It is not yet known what 
numbers the Rassians will ‘in their areas. The Soviet Government has 


‘accepted in principle the right of the Persian Government to locate their troops 


as necessary for the maintenance of security. 
“R govorning factor in the strength and dispositions of the Persian forces is 


its lack of transport and consequent loss of mobility. 





A War Office commission is now visiting the Fars and Kerman Divisions to 
initiate tho-aew onganinasin, 

Conscription is to te maintained for the present as higher pay than can be 
afforded would have to be ofered to secure voluntary recraite. “There. is 
considerable public feeling against conscription, which ix, however, not likely to 
find elective exprenion wait eocurty is ons firmer basis than at proseut, There 
is general anxiety about the spring, when it is feared thare may be tribal unrest. 
leading at least to brigandage. If the authority of the Central Government is 
re-established and order restored, then the opposition to conscription and the 
demand for the reduction of the army to the minimum essential will probably be 
more plainly heard. Meanwhile, eflorts are being made by the War Office to 
eliminate the worst abuses of conscription. ‘Theoretically, it has been removed 
from the control of divisional commanders, to whom it was « considerable source 
Of pro, and ia now controled by ea iciepondest eomiaron 

The main lines of military policy are directed by the Higher Military 
Conncil, which meets twice a week and is usually presided over by the 
himself. It consists of the Minister for War, the Chief of the General Staff, 
the three army inspectors (Generals Shahbakhte, mdi and Jahanbani) and 
the financial officer of the War Office, Colonel Alai. The Minister for War and 
the Chief of Staff visit the Shah almost daily. 

A column of Persian troops left Tehran on the 2ist Febroary under the 

of Colonel Ahmad Janpulad, for the Khalkhal country (Eastern 
jijan). Small columns have also visited Queban and Bujnurd, The column 
of two battalions of infantry and a battery of artillery, 


Internal Securit 
5, Khoraxsan, m 
Minor cleaniog.up operations are in progres: in Northorn Khorassan, but 
Soulater Sultanch has wot. yet, been captured. Farajoliah  Picharaniou, the 
leader of the Kurds of the Bujourd- Quchan area, who bad taised un incipient 
revolt, has submitted to a column of Persian troops which had been detached from 
the forces at Mesbed. ‘This operation wax not_objected to by’ the Russians, 
although it ie well inside the area occupied by thelr troops 


6. Azerbaijan, 
The despatch of Persian troops to Eastern Azerbaijan (see paragraph 4 
above) should have a good effect on that part of the province, and should prove a 
jement to those secessionista who were claiming to have Soviet. support 

ian troops to Urumieh 

lose much force, ‘Th 


7. Khusiatan, 

‘The Bani Turuf threatened a revolt to recover lands of which they had been 
deprived in Reza Shah's reign, The disturbance was, however, quickly quietened 
ty’ the prompt action of the Persian authorities without fighting as far as is 
known at present. 


Russian Affairs, 


S.A party of four Russian military. officers, accompanied by some 
non-commissioned officers, has reached Bandar Abbas after visiting other places 
in South-East Persia. Their nominal object is to advise on. measures for the 
suppression of locusts. One hundred Russian soldiers, accompanied by eight 

rs, have gone to Bushire. The pretext bere was to take over American 
lorries for delivery to Russia. Aithongh the Soviet authorities were well aware 
of the fact that these lorries were to be delivered at Tehran by the United 
Kingdom Commercial Corporation and that all arrangements had been, made to 
that end, their military authorities insisted on wg the party. ‘The first 
‘convoy, consisting of some sixty lorries, is now on its way from Busbire to Tehran, 
‘Other Russian detachments will shortly be going to Abadan and Andimeshk for 
the purpose of taking over aircraft and lorries, This Russian penetration to the 

Gulf is a matter of much concern. to the Persian authorities, who are 
the British authorities shonld allow it. 
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9. ‘The following, referenice Russian forces in Persia, bas been supplied by 
the Way Mission, to whom it was given by Soviet authorities in Tiflis 
‘Tabriz— 
Headquarters, Cavalry Corps. 7 
2 cavalry regiments, both with headquarters at Urmin. 


Khoi and Maku— 
Tufantry regiment, plus three batteries of artillery in each place. 


Ushna, Maracheh, Nianek, Zinjan and Kazvin— 
1 cavalry squadron, additional to 2 regiments. 


Ardabil, Pablevi and Resht— 
1 company infantry at each place. 


Tehran, March 3, 1942. 





(E 1962/19/38) Na 58. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bidew—{Received March 27) 
(No. 75) : 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesy¢ 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, and bas the honour to transmi 
herewith a copy of Tatelligence Summary No. 10 for period the 4th to 10th March, 
1042, compiled by the military attaché to thin legabion, 


‘Tehran, March 10, 1942, 


Enclowdee In Nov 8. 
(Seorets) 
Military Attuchiy Inteligence Summary No. 10 for the Period 
March 410, 1942. 


Persian Affairs 


1. The Cabinet (see Summary No. 9/42) : 
THE crisis continued till the 8th March. One cantiot help feelinig that the 
»ublio, oF at least the Deputies, have rather enjoyed it and are proud of having 
wad auch a" grown-up" malady. For some days Feroughi tried to form a Cabinet 
‘and then refused to try further, since nothing that he could produce was acceptable 
to the Majlis. The press has, in the main, supported him and lays the blame on 
the Deputies for objecting toa Cabinet nominees Tithout stating their reasons 
of producing other suggestions, ive., adopting an attitude of purely destructive 
criticith Weave Keep held pan cbeteuctiontsts and place seekers.” Both 
these accusations are partly true, but much of their ceaseless speech-making was 
Hue to-n determination to have their say and to-exercise that right of free-speech 
0 long denied to them under the late régime. Summoned but seldom by Reza Shab, 
itl thea only to accord submis afirmative they, mus rally, take 
newfound delight in exercising an organ almost atro isuse. A. novel 
ae or eet Rt-wakiog was tried on the Oth March. when fourteen, Depaties 
were chosen by lot to advise Feroughi as to the composition of his Cabinet. 
Feroughi, disappointed with the lack of support and the continued criticism (not 
A hiee hut of hie nominees) is aaid to have refused to diseass his Cabinet with 
Deputies chosen by such means, and finally resigned. Ali Sobeily was then sent 
for by, the Shah and was entrusted with the task of forming a Government, 
{0% Siheiy, at private session of the Majlis, received a majority of 100 to 2-00, 
‘a vote of his selection as Prime Minister. 





150 


dig;announced his Cabinet at a public session on the 9th March, They are 
as follows -— 
Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Home Minister: Ali 
Sobeily (203) (283). 
Minister of War: Sarlashgar Amanullah Mirza Jehanbani (100) (132) 
Minister of Finance > Mahmud Badr (41) (1). 
Minister of Education: Mustafa Ad) (1) (1), 
Minister of Roads and Communications: Yadullah Azudi (89) (49) 
Minister of Justice: Abdul Majid Abi (5) (7 
Minister of Health: Ali Asghar Hikmat (69) (111), 
Minister of Commerce and Industry: Abdul Hussein Najir (80) (104) 
Minister of Agriculture: Ahmad Hussein Adl (a former Director 
General of Agriculture, lately in business, an Azerbaijani educated 
partly in France, cousin to Mustafa Adl} 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs: Fazullah Bahrami (47) (nil), 


‘The Government's programme is to be announced at a public session on 


Thursday, the 12th March, after which a vote of confidence in the new Cabinet 
will be taken. 


2 Economic 

The present wheat shortage is being aggravated by a deficiency in MT. 
Surplus stocks exist in some areas, but cannot be transported to areas in need 
of supplies. Contracts with the British military authorities at hetter rates thatt 
the Persian Government has paid have also created a shortage of lorries available 
for the transportation of wheat. 

It has already been suggested to the Persian Government that a proper use 
of the considerable AT. rewoures of the country would go far towards remedying 
this evil 

Persian Army, 
(See paragraph 4 of last Summary, No. 42/9) 

‘The Chief of the General Staff has said that his intention is to form a 
division in Infahan instead of a brigade because (a) the locality is centrally 
situated, and (2) it is near the largest recruiting area. 


Internal Security. 
4. Khoracsan (soe paragraph 5 of last Summary, No. 42/9) 

Soulat-¢s-Sultaneh ix still in hiding at Kalat Nadiri, but his followiny 
pearly all dispersed. The arrival of Persian troops in the Quchan~Bujou 
‘has had a steadying effect 
5, Fare 

Acts of brigandage on the Shiraz-Bushire road and the 
‘Tul-i-Kbosrovi road are reported. Operations in Dashti based on Kl 
against Ali Ismail’s followers have begun again, 
6. Kurdistan 

_, According to the Chief of the General Staff, the situation in Kurdistan is 

still serious, “Insufficient troops and the uphelpful attitude of the Russian in 
not allowing Persian troops into Urumieh and Mehrabad (Sanj Bulag) ave 
hinderin; tions, since, without a simultaneous advance southwards! trom 
Mebrabad through Sangiz, operations northwards from Seaneh must lowe much 
of their efficacy if the Kurds can slip away either northwards into the Russian 
zone or westwards over the Iraq border. 
7. Azerbaijan, 


Persian troops have advanced from Ardebil towards Mughanat(’) in their 
cleaning-up operations. 


Tehran, March 10, 1942. 


(1) Not traceable, but thought to be between Ardebil and Aba. 
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CHAPTER PERSIA. 


(A) General. 
(1B 2182/21/38) No, 1. 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Received Aprit 8) 
No. 81.) 
Tehran, Marek’ 16, 1942. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from Tabriz, 
No. 6 of the 26th February, in which His Majesty’s Consul gives a translation 
from the Azerbaijan Turkish dialect of the Programme and Desires of the Aser. 
daijan Workers’ Committer. The mere comprebensiveness of the programme 
establishes, as Mr. Cook suggests, a foreign origin, and there are many touches 
Which point straight to Soviet Russia, ¢.9., the demands for the protection of the 
Vernacular theatre, for the absorption into productive factory work of the inmates 
of brothels, and for the equality of women with men in social and political affairs 
Fi matters remote from the views of the oriental and the Moslent. I mentioned 
this programme to my Soviet colleague as the kind of thing that did us great 
harm in adding to the suspicion of the Turkish Goverument that Soviet Russia 
had designs on Azerbaijan. M. Smirnov not only denied that there could be any 
Soviet intluence at work Here, but s0 far forgot his excellent sense of humour ax 
to suggest that an enemy had done this: there wore, be said, many signa of 
“ provocation ”” in Azerba 

2. It is possible that the Soviet authorities, having been obliged to retreat 
somewhat in their encouragement of the Kurds and other minorities and to be 
more accommodating in the matter of the installation of adequate numbers of 
Persian police and gendarmes in Azerbaijan, are turning more attention to 
politioal parties. It seemed to me that M, Smitnoy took a keener interest in the 
recent Cabinet crisis than he had ever taken in Tehran politics before, He s 
to me strongly in favour cf Qawam-al-Saltana as a possible Premier, and. from 
the Qawam we learn that M. Smirnoy sent for him and made much of him, and 
now we have this programme of political and social demands which, for all that 
it is more discreet than inviting Kurdish leaders to visit Baku and refusing to 
allow the Persian Government to keep adequate numbers of police at Rezaieh, has 
Yeta separatist tendency which can only help to confirm the auspicion with which 

iet policy in Azerbaijan is regarded by the Persian and Turkish Governments, 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to His Majesty's Consul at Tabriz, 
and copies, with copies of the enclosures, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India in the External Affairs Department, and to His Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Angora, Bagdad, Cairo and Kuibyshey. Seni 

we, Be. 


RW, BULLARD. 
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2 
Enclosare in No. 1 
Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard. 


Tabris, February 2, 942. 
WITH reference to paragraph 3 of my despatch No. 5 of the 20th instant, 
have the honour to transmit to you herewith translation of ‘the programme 
(printed in Turkish dialect in the form of a booklet) of the chief of the new clubs 
n Tab 
"9 | The Soviet authorities firmly deny that they have anything to do with the 
matter, but the Persians say that they know that the chief members of the club 
or committee continually visit the Soviet military ofices and are 1a close tous 
with the Soviet-Azerbaijan’ journalist .Azhderoglo, who is supposed to have ha 
the booklet printed here in the press which prints the Soviet army's newspape 
Vatan Yolanda, for the Caucasian troops in Turkish dialect: “They say that the 
ordinary local printers do not know how to set up type in the dialect, and oaly 
print in Persian, It i difficult for the Persians alco to believe that among the 
jown- id politically-undeveloped_ proletariat as suddenly 
pring: up. body of lecers capable of compiling soaided such an ambitions, 
allembracing, alleit mostly half-baked, programme, 


F. A. G. COOK. 


‘Sub-Knclonure. 
The Programme and Desires of the Azerbaijan Workers’ Committee 


esis OM Scrape et eaten of the Sea, a 
Hoggett ofthe pe i he committal aw of Pr) enn ia 
town and country by the free association of the workers, and to increase their 
Powe; i prea tnd teach te iden of denigrate vedo in every part of the 
re ety eer anlar improve the material and moral wetaty of 
workers nnd servants, and to make known these aims offically to the Government 
Author tie semove unemployment, and to form wiiemplayiet exchanges to gal 
ar ete teringe longs ae to the peasants through the Agricultural 
Bank fo take advantage of the increase of purchasing power by having, eal 


indagttiey PTH internal concessions in order to increase the output 1 
capacity of internal industries, and so create more competition and freedom in 
sn), * To establish committees for securing the vital needs of the workers and 
utilising their labour, consumption, production and village propertios 
10" To amend the customs tariffs on imported lusury goods and home- 
foduced goods, and impose heavy taxes on unbecessary wares in ober to protect 
firme industries and combat unemployment. bod 
Li. To protect be he ‘the minorities (language, writing. theatre, 
their mationalit : 
Prem weg Have judicial proceedings in Azerbaijan cartied on in tho 
Arerbaijani ., to have & High Court catablished ity Azerbaijan, aid have 
all laws and codes translated into the said language, in order to avoid difficulties 
for the workers who are not jinted with the Persian language. 
13. To establish medical, agricultaral, law and teachers’ training schools 
aoaeront de that all teaching and medical treatment are general and free. 
‘To review the laws and social laws in order to protect the welfare of 
rkers. 
Cae cn : 
‘To reorganise transport and communications in order to benefit economic 


18. The ex-Shah's properties anid possessions to be confiadited and a dae 
Beilin assessed acconting to the popalation of Azerbaijan as part of all Persia) 
tobe set aside and spent for social improvement in Azerbaijan. 

_ 19... To see that the whole of Government revennes in Azerbaijan are spént 
‘0 its nioeds. 

20. To oppose illegalities in Government departments and among 
Authorities and officials, especially the police and gendarmerie who ill-treat 
Tovers of freedom, and to oppose the bad advantages taken of the law. 
=. 21. To establish close relations with the other workers’ associations formed 
in other parts of Persia, and to help them when necessary. 

22. “To recognise the equality of women in-political and social affairs, 

23. To establish clubs and theatres for the political and social education 
Af the workers and to publish ao 

‘0 abolish the laws passed against the freedom of the people during the 
time of the ex-Shah Pahlevi. ! adit 


Methods of the Azerbaijan Workers’ Committee, 


1, Unions must be formed in town and country of all parties of the ination, 
their powers must be those of a local Parliament. 
2. Strong opposition must be offered to despotism and fascism, and their 
secret activities must be revealed to the people. 
eee tees help must be given to small businessmen and unemployed: 
Textile cloth. carpet lather soe aking and ote manual trader 
mast be pot under the control of agricultveal ani industrial banks, the 
capital of which must not bo less than 10 million Hale, 
‘To guarantee the collection of tho above sum, 2 million rials must be 
Aeposited with the bank from the sum sent in the name af the Shah 
Cinemas must be established in the municipality and other nina places 
the profits to be controlled hy the committee and devoted to the pooe aad the 
sick, and for oat ire from the streets, 
Monies collected by the customs, finance and other local commissions 
gare —_ under the Eran of the: poaaliie. 
in order to prevent ing, lined goods must be sold_not to 
wholesale merchants, but direct teratailere and co-operative frig ke. 
4. Immediate facilities must be granted for the teaching and read of the 
‘Azerbaijan language in Azerbaijan as follows *- Maq?eoe 
Textbooks must be translated into Azerbaijani befor’ the comimeticg: 
ment ve the. Pape po 
Al stories and phrases in favour of despotism must be deleted from 
school-books, and stories of Azerbaijan freedom inserted instead, 
‘The Persian language will be studied in schools after the 4th class. 


tyre minal Jaw and other law will be translated into the Azerbaijan 


Ke. 

6, "Judgments beginning with preliminary investigation and up to the High 
Court will be in the Azerbaijani language, and a High Court will be established 
immediately in Azetbayjan, - 

3, Houses of i-fame, which are a relic of despotism, must be entirely 

revented from opening, and the inmates given first acceptance in 
Productive Yactories. (iste ° 4 

8. Authorities guilty of criminal practices during the reign of Pablevi must 
te held responsible and brought to proper ti 

9%. Rich men who are drawing large salaries in Government offices must 
te ruplaced by capable unemp! 

10. Corrupt bribe-takers: in’ Government. departments must be fought 
Agninet witboot exception, and heavy punishment ified on them. 
11. In order to ensure the fair distribution of goods which are now 
ing scarce, and to see that they reach. the people without ‘bribery, 
Fepresentatives and controllers from the Workers’ Committee must be included 
‘on the various commissions, 


SSA Apter pee ee 
(24205) is 





































































































4 
(B 2185/163/24) No. 2 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Receieed April 8) 
(No. 86.) 3 ¢ 
HIS Majesty's representative presente his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Tabriz despatch No. 7 of the Sth March to this legation om the 
subject of the internal sitaation in Azerbaijan, 


‘Tehran, March 17, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 2 
Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard. 


(Xo 7. Confidential) 
a Tobris, March 9 1942. 
AVE the honour to report that during the last fortnight the distur! 
situation in Tabriz hus impreved:‘very Title, while, oa, the other” hand,” the 
province of Azerbaijan is comparatively quiet for the moment. 

2. Outstanding robberies and burglaries have been fewer, except for one 
in the house of an Armenian ‘Turkish subject, where four armed men cowed the 
eccupants and took away about 10,000 rials and some valuable carpets. Luckily, 
the police arrested two of the men within a week, both described as Armenian 
rel from the Caucasus, and found much stolen property from other 
burglaries in the houwe of an old woroan refugee. Next day a. story was spread 
in the town that, while this woman was being interrogated at the police station, 
Another refugeo entered with two Soviet soldiers and demanded. her immediate 
oleae On hearing thls 1 went to ee my Soviet colleague and urged him to 
have the matter investigated quickly, as the Persians were sure to make the most 
of aah sory of Rasalan interference on bebulf of the hated refuges,” whom 
the Soviet authorities were continually accused of backing in their misde- 
meaniours. So far the alleged Soviet soldiers have not been traced, and the 
Soviet Consul-General declares that thoy were probably local individuals 
tmnsquerading in Soviet uniforms, either to make sure of obtaining their friend's 
release of (as he hints) as a provocative act staged by someone interested in 
arousing anti-Russian feeling. ‘The police say that the woman was tot released. 

3, “The proletarian” clube and committeos still continue to cause 
noryousness among the general public of Tabeia, although there are signs that 
their sudden burst of activity is on tho wane, partly because of lack of funds and 
arly beuse they forage Persian police action agninst them son. Tt now 
Appears that there is a principal club forming the headquarters of about a dozen 
pov demagogues nearly all of whom, have Rossian-Azerbaijan names ending 
in—off, but under the control of a dubious Kurdish lawyer named Zandi, an 
then four or five affliated clubs in various parts of the city. ‘Those enrolling pay 
5 rials only, and Persians are quick to point out that the organisation's expenses 
cannot be met without funds from other sources Soviet sources a 


but by an 
commit 


ily could. not 
chee 
pointed out 


wil 


5 


‘declared himself willing to offer support to the Persian authorities if they asked 
for it. A week ago I informed both the Governor-General and the Chief of 
Police of this, but they seem very hesitant and afraid of taking definite action, 
Ie seems to me that the Chief of Police might act, although he knows that his 
Police are mostly frightened and unreliable, but that the Governor-General is 
temporising for some reason or other. Possibly they wish to shelter them- 
ves in case of any awkward incident either behind the Soviet authori 
oF even behind this consulate. A day or two ago I received an unofficial intor- 
ediary from the Governor-General, saying be wished to ellect some arrests and 
Wanted my opinion. I could only repeat what I had said before, adding that 
time was going by with no action taken, in spite of continual Persian complaints 
inst these clubs. Later I learnt that the Governor-General thinks that the 
eat of arrest is causing the committee to go into hiding and the cluba to be 
faced with closing down. 

. So great is the Persian dislike of devision or responsibility that lately 
‘Tabriz is full of stories that the British Consul is to blame for the present state 
f unrest and disorder, which could quickly be ended if be dealt rmly with 
the Russians, as he was supposed to have dane last September and October, but 
that xince the signing of the treaty he has stood back idly and Jeft everything to 
the Persians! ‘apparently do not «ee, or at least do not adiit, that there is 
any difference between last autumn, when I was obliged to act as a kind of liaison 
between a makeshift Persian Administration, paralysed with fright, on the obe 
hand, and a purely military, somewhat unimaginative and inexperienced Soviet 
force, on the other hand. Now there is a full Persian Administration Sopp 
be functioning normally, able to consult with a trained and reasonably friendly 
Soviet Consul-General, srorking, with a comparatively stall, almost, nominal 

inon in the town. But the Persians either cannot or will not collabarate as 
yy should do and might be expected to do, and it almost scems at timox ax if 
some of them do not really wish for complete order and tranquillity in the town, 
Which would be perhaps too good an advertisement for the well-behaved but still 
Russians. T myself am sometimes inclined to think that the Governor: 
General, either acting on his own or on orders received from Tehran, wishes to 
force the Soviet authorities to permit the return of Persian troops to Tabriz by 
showing that the police and erie by themselves cannot keep order. 

_ 6. It is cortain that the police enjoy little respect. The Kurds, who con- 
tinually visit Tabriz, are again walking about the streets with revolvers and 
cartridge-belts bravely showing, although they know that the local administration, 
Abjects to this. I have told the Chief of Police that the Soviet uth 
willing also to support him in dealing with this particular problem, but he wetns 
to hesitate to act. A few days ago he decided to arrest a doubtful character, after 
consulting the Soviet Consul-General; the next day a body of ** committee-meu 
‘Went to his house, all armed with rifles or revolvers, anid demanded the 
Telease. Instead of answering them as a Persian officer backed by 
police, he replied that he must first consult the Soviet authorities (thus making it 
Appear as if the Russians had instigated the arrest), and asked Unemt to call 1 
best day. ‘The “ committee” apparently evallowed this, bt were to prident 
to call next day, when he presumably liad other precautions ready, Tt in obvious 
that firm measures have to be sootier ot later, when self-appointed 
imitation trade union can walk about armed and query any action of the lawful 


authorities. 
6. The local newspaper, Azerbaijan, bas again become more abusive and 
ou ‘against the so-called rich and us parasites who still fatten on 
Peamants and workers and are stl! supported by those who are in change of the 
Political and economic affairs of the country. ‘The latter are called Government 
Antocrats intent on smashing the workers by all kinds of new repressive regula- 
tions, and on destroying their rights instead of protecting them. — The fatest 
article warns the officials that, as long as the workers’ rights have not been «afe- 
guarded or new agrarian reforms carried out, revolution and disorder cannot he 


‘The police had the idea of distributing a small dole to certain of the ‘' refugees,” 
‘who do not benefit by any other scheme and are certainly not likely to be helped by 


[24205] a3 








































































































Brivate charity here, but such «large and uncontrollable crowd colleted thatthe 
joors were kept Jocked and the wretched people sent empty away 

8. Local commerce and trade conditions are bad and show no improvement, 
One factory owner says he will be able to start a new textile industry in a few 
months with the German machinery he received last. i am told, however, 
that the important contract expected to be signed in Tehran between the Soviet 
authorities and. two Tabriz leather factories remains. unsigned after severai 
months of negotiations, One curious fact is that the large market in carpets 
appears to continue brisk, although the export of carpets to Turkey and Switzer 
land has temporarily been stopped by the British authorities in Bagdad, while 
the export to New York remains comparatively small. Probably, some general 
merchants, unable to use their liquid capital, are investing in carpets and moving 
them to other supposedly safer paris of the country, or hoping to sell them 00 
German-ocoupied Europe later. ‘The exodus of better-class families from Tabriz 
to Tebran, Isfahan and other towns still continues on a lesser scale, and one still 
tees lorries piled igh with furnitore and howsehold eflecte leaving Azerbaijan 
for the south. It is of no use telling officials and merchants that they. aro 
encouraging disuiot and unrest in this way, and that the poor and, working 
classes will soon be the only ones left here, a prey to unemployment and possibl 
social revolution, In Persia the only sentiment, open and anashamed, is eve 
for himself and the devil (in this ease supposedly a Bolshevik outbreak or the 
German spring offensive) take the hindmost. 

9, There is little news from the Kurdish area of Azerbaijan, except that a 
meeting of about a dozen important Kurdish chieftains, including one Sheikh 
Alslla, formerly a fogitive in Iraq, reported to have taken place recenty in 
Sauj Bulagh. ‘The brother of the chief rebel leader Mohamed Rashid Khan, is 
aid to have been killed. Amir Aund, chief of the Debbukri tribe, has succeeded 
in ousting the Kurdish farmendar of Niandoab from his post and installing one 
‘of his own. relations, in spite of the Governor-General’s repeated warnings that 
‘ich uction would not be tolerated. So little did he fear the consequences that he 
ame last week to Tabriz and lias now gone to Tehran on. semi ita 
Vinitors from Rezaich report the town entirely quiet since my visi 
‘although there are minor incidents in the villages, including attac 
Chrintiana, ‘The Governor-General Inst week to 


landowners, 
back by the 


having their effect.” If we imag 
self-seeking ot time-serving individ inte us any 
the more for the treaty; ware likely to be mistaken.“ Nobndy’ here expects the 


Russians to adhere to their undertaking to leave Persia after the peace. and. 
while we ourselves may perhaps be regarded as more likely to keep our word, the 
fact of our signing the treaty at all can easily be constrned by the oriental mind 
into a sign of nervousness or weakness on our part. I have never heard the 
slightest expression of gratitude for all the wheat, sugar and other. supplies 
we are well known to have brought into Persi and the result of all the money 
we are bringing mouth by month into the country is to encourage attempts {2 


7 


lower the: rate for sterling. pounds and Iraq’ dinars having been offered last 
‘week in the bazaar here for 120 rials Among the igaorant general population 
the present position does not matter much, as they are firmly convinced of a 
‘welcome and benevolent German rule here before many months. Other intelligent 
Persians whom I have discussed matters with are generally pessimistic, and 
frankly say that they see no hope for their country excopt in some kind of friendly 
foreign control—possibly British, but definitely ot Russian, Even the Governor- 
General, who is a former ambassador, and is thought to cherish: hopes of 
ministerial position one of these days, has privately told me that it would be 
a jing if Persia could have foreign advisers in some departments, as the 
‘ian customs officials and Swedish gendarmerie officers. in days) gone by. 
Nobody seems to think it possible to find a strong and efficient Government among 
the present crowd of politicians, and very few people us for our desire to 
leave the administration entirely in such hands. I have even heard of assertions 
that the hard times under the old Shah were better than the present confused 
and anxious régime under a Government which does not know its own mind 
and gets nothing whatever done. It is possible that the extraordinary admiration 
for the Germans and wishes for their arrival here have something to do with 
Appreciation of the German thoroughness and organisation ‘which more 
particalarly displayed in Tabriz and Tehran, even when they included penetration 
of and interferences with the native adininistration. | Wo nt present stem to have 
nothing to offer them except democracy, which educated Persians from pu 
Xpericie (in Azerbaijan at any rate, fear and dislike, and which they do not 
know how to adapt to their own pressing needs rij 
wes de. 


FLA. G. COOK. 


No. 3. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden —(Received Aprit 10.) 


x Tehran, March 18, 1942. 
SUPPORTED by the vote of confidence of over 100 to'2, which I’ had the 
honour to report to you in my telegean No. 301 of the 7th March, Mr. Soheily 
succeeded in forming a Government which was approved by the Majlis a few 
days later by a similar vote. Tho sudden change in the Majlis, from complete 
irresponsibility and chaos to almost complete unanimity, is $0 remarkable ax to 
deserve examination, 
hit office, 


and is 


‘on foreign 
ce a man who did nothing whateve) 
Exeutualy, I pointed this out to Mr. Firughi.who did, in fat discard Me, Hakim 
but only when the crisis had gone too far to be restored without a change of 
Prime Minister. The Minister of War, General Nakhehevan, was quite unable 
to deal with the problem of re-establishing the army after its collapse and 
disgrace at the time of the Allied entry into Persia. Mr. Sajjadi (No. 183), who 
‘was insufficiently active in his co-operation with the Allies in the Ministry of 
Commpnications, was early discarded at my request, and replaced by General 
Tuhanbani (No. 100), whose mildness of character, which had been out of place 
fat the Ministry of the Interior, enabled him to. work harmoniously with the 
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British_and Soviet transport experts, and whose inability, to ref friend. 
povoeilte MSRP Sie sha ably saa» nde 
‘at the Ministry of the Interior, General Ahmedi (No. 16), is active and determined, 


but he is very unpopular because it is feared that be might attempt to obtain 
\lespotic powers, while the corruption by which he amassed the substantial fortune 
hhe possesses affords another ground of objection to his holding office. The general 
criticisms of the Firughi Cabinet were that it was inactive, having failed to 
solve the questions of security, food supplies, return of lands acquired forcibly 
bby the late Shab, and so on; that it contained too many soldiers (the Ministers 


of War, Interior and Communications); and that too many of i rs 

held office under the former régime, and could be segnicadioa aoe Sake pote 

Unfortunately, one of the best Ministers was the subject of some of the most 

violent attacks. ‘This was Dr. Nafisy (No. 149). He had worked untiringly to 

{ry to restore the financial situation after the shock of the Allied occupation, but 

he isnot a man who courts social popularity, and he could pot carry off successfully 
for t ‘Company and of 

dis reasonable 


bea civilised huinan being 
4 In my telogea 

premiership which wi 

4th March. They were -— 


Firughi ravi 
ywatn-al-Saltan 
dayan ses 
Sohelly err ohn baie rena 
Later about seventy Deputies declared that they woul i 
formation ofa Cabot, but the Majlis then selected by lt a enrages 
par the ee fh _ Cabinet, and, as it included an even larger 
is enemies than the Majlis i 
pr me ‘enti em ad ened ee he was naturally unable to come 
7 en @ period of great confusion, the Deputies lookit 
uneasy at the mess they had made sind the newspapers aot the pabticnedieney 
that, unless the Government cotild enjoy some freedom to do its work and some 
hope ‘of continuity, the situation was hopeless. In view of the vote taken on the 
4th Match, it seemed probable that Qawam-al-Saltana might be called upon to 
form a Government. 1 found that he was supported by the Soviet _Ambarador, 
iho spoke strongly in this favour, though this may perhaps have been because 
he had no hope o's Sobeily Cabinet atthe moment (ao one had). and ecatae he 
layun for havi nis i 
soppresed a ewspaper which the ambassaor teonidered = aati Passes A 
wn tendency was rather the other way. since Tadayun was a member of the 
abinet which concluded the Tripartite Treaty, while the Qawam was supposed 
to have been connected with a newspaper, the dam, which published n rather 
contemptuous article on the treaty a few days after it had been signed. T enclose 
‘an extract from a note written by the oriental secretary, Mr, Trott, on an interview 
which he had with Qawam-al-Saltana. He denies ali connexion with the 
objectionable article in the [gdam—a denial which T had already received thi zh 
Another channel and accepted He denies that be had bound Himself tn ‘any way 
e Russians, and, while M. Smirnov's attitude suggested a i 
for his election’ than is quite compatible with such am aeuesne ae ty, 
; le such an assurance, it. may be 
truthful Finally, he declares that he withdrew his candidature a the 


he figures of the vot 
by tho’ Majlis at x private sealoa on. the 


& Whether the Qawam recommended Deputies to vote for Soheily or not, 
it seems that Soheily's election was not secured without considerable pressure. 
‘There was legitimate pressure from certain classes of the public, especially the 
merchants, who are interested in the passage into law of one or other of the 
proposals now before the Majlis, or who merely want to seo in power a Govern 
ment which will be more active than that of Firughi; and these are said to have 
told Deputies that, if they continued to make it impossible for any Government 
to work, they would find the Majlis dissolved and their salaries at an end. Soheily 
admits that he himself placed this prospect before certain members of the Majlis. 
Finally, it is asserted with some credibility that the police canvassed Deputies on 
Sobeily's behalf, saying that he was the Shah's candidate and they had better 
vote for him. 

7. Mr. Sobeily's Cabinet is composed, on the whole, of as decent a body of 
Persians as we are ever likely to secure. They have certainly shown praiseworthy 
Aecivity, and Mr. Sobeily tells me that they are, working together with a unity 
which 1s refreshing after the dissensions of the Firughi Cabinets. I was rather 
apprehensive when I heard rumours of the impending appointment of Mr. Badr 

No, 41) ax Minister of Finance, since he was closely identified in Reza Shah's 
time with negotiations with the Germans and has been said to be pro-German; 
but after careful consideration, and consultation with the general manager of 
Imperial Bank of Tran, T decided not to object to his appointment, on the 
round that clever man who understood finance might be more useful to usin 

‘matter of the rial rate, the increase in the note circulation, &., than an 
acknowledged partisan of the Britis ially one nit able to argue the point 
with know! Te was decided to wateh his work and to object at the first sign 
Of anti-British or even wabelpfal conduct. In point of fact, his aititude hus bea 
by no means unhelpful, and he has just taken a decision, designed to secure local 
wheat for labourers working on the roads for the C.RLE., which required both 
courage and determination. 

we “Te is not to be believed that the Depaties will continue in the state of 
almost’ complete unanimity with which they welcomed the Soheily Cabinet 
‘There are no parties in the Majlis, and no divisions of principle, and if left to 
themselves the Deputies could easily swing over to the Opposition in a few day 
‘There are strong rumours that they will give Mr. Soheily a month and will thea 
‘embark once more upon criticism, which can be counted upon to be rambli 
‘venomous and destructive. Mr. Sobeily has, T know, considered seriously whether 


the grou 
itis 


8, “If Mr. Sobily’s Cabinot docs fall it will probably be as dificult to fad 
a8 successor as it was to find a successor for Mr. Firughi. Perhaps the Qawam 
‘will come forward with his proposal for a Ministry of all the talents, but we 
Thaw from your telogram No. 390 that Taqizadeh is not prepared "10 be at the 
mercy of itresponsible Deputies "—a significant statement from one of the 
stalwarts of the revolution and of the first Majlis: and Saiyid Zia (No, 200) has 
shown no sign of ambition to return to political life in Persia. Tadaynn seems 
to be in eclipee for the moment, but T think that he may emerge again, and that, 
if he docs, be should not be hastily rejected by us as a candidate, if he secures 
the necsary support from the public and the Soviet Eambasy. "In the Majlis 
he has shown himself strong and able to make himself respected, and while at 
the Ministry of Education he nd to do what very few Ministers could have 
done without being subjected to indignant and mostly interested criticism : he 
got rid of a considerable number of senior employees who had been occupying 
Srsitions for which toy wore enitted. “Tt ia teu that be is acensed of bi 
Festionacy, but after the violent campaign of modernisation under Reza, Shalt 
‘certain Teaction was probably as inevitable in Persia as was the reaction in 

1660, and there is no indication that Tadayun did not share the views 
of the Cabinet in general, which did nothing to encourage any violent reaction 
{in social life, and continued the Reza Shah poliey of preventing any religious 
excesses in public during the month of Muharram. 

YO. Copies of this despatch are being sent to His Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Bagdad, Angora, Kuibyaor and Cairo, and to the Secretary tothe Goverment 
of India in the External Affairs Department. 

Thave, & 
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losure in No, 3. 
Extract from on Interview with Qawam-al-Saltana by Mr. A. C. Trott. 


IT was untrue to say that he was in any way. res 
he was in any way ible for the news} 
adem: pe knew the editor aad had on several Pry an him aoe 
and tried to make him write more sensibly, bat his advice was usually ignored 
Anyway, we could be quite sure that be was not responnible in auy way for what 
hah DARA ION ten Rewam aleo said that, as far as he remembered, the paper 
comme out till after the tre i 3 
had been an article against the ae euetepthpineaaiakinee esc 
2. It was untrue to say that he had in. any way bound himself to the 
panty He had been to their national féte, eadeatee that he had had a talk 
yo aye palin he toe exactly what the Persians thought of the 
sians. we heviam would never go down here, After that be 
ret. the Ruysian tll our party M Snirtov mide poah of him at tat ear 
and insisted that he should in to lunch at the Soviet Embassy, and he went, Fhe 
wae, much talk about what he thought of the Government and of the lajlis; be 
replied, in answer to questions, that Firughi was an excellent man and that h 
Ahoaght i ory undesizabe that be shoul be changed; simian Hany of ihe 
sters who were principally connect a iF 4 
thee als principally connected with the treaty should be charge, he 
i It was untrue to say that he had sought to form a ( ‘0 
Wile to give me an acount of the recnt Cabines orbs anne tetew He 
On the Wednesday Mahmoud Badr came to him with a m ¢ from the Govern: 
ment to say that it was proposed that a new Cabinet abould bo formed by hin 
with Firughi ae one of the members. He asked Mahmoud Badr to coine back 
jgzin next morning 90 that be could have time to think about the proposal; and 
bo onan began to make out a provisional list of suitable people for the Cabinet 
his idea heing to have « truly national Cabinet, including Taqizadeh, Seyyid 
Zia, Mu'tamin-ulMulk, and others. ‘The next day Mahmoud Hadt- tatned 
so the Qawam sat him in the waiting-room; meanwhile, Soheily and Aby sy 
He 10 bo say ‘hem Sit hey ‘asked whether he would accept in 4 
's Cabinet, Ho replied that he thought the proposal was the o 
about, ad brought ih Mahmoud Bade to provest, ‘The neult wae thee ccna 
‘agreed that tho main thing was to have both of them in the Cabinet, and the 
; panera to that, whichever way it was. The next thing wah heard 1 
jin an uproar and was being canvassed to give an unconditional 
voto of support fo Fitguhi; x0 he (the Qawam) got annoyed and gave it ete 
sot thing was that the Shab sout for him and asked his advice, telling him that 
Firughi had gone away. ‘The Qawam advised the King that Firughi was the 
maw aud ought to be got back, ‘The Shah insisied that Firughi would not bave 
it; failing Birughi, whom would the Qawam suggest! ‘The Qawam refeced to 
he deawn and left it to the Shah. ‘The Shah said: “fn that case we'll ha 
Sobeiy and expo the hope that the Qnwam would do his tnt Yo ped 
support for him. ‘The Qawam agreed, and ever since a 
Bobally, with be fhonghe mmopitia sutencn, te tes ee 


Tahran, March 13, 1942. 





2798/163/34) No.4 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bien —(Received May 5.) 


(So. 113) 
“HIS Majesty's representative i jesty's 
Principal crea ita for erat per egret ret 
with a copy of teh No, Of 
subject ofthe internal situation ia Aserbatjans sn cumtate tt Tabriz on the 


Tehran, Aprit V1, 1942. 





u 


Enclosure in No. 4 


Congal Cook to Sir R Bullard. 


No.9. Confidential!) 
ir, Tabriz, March 24, 1942. 

T HAVE the honour to report that the 
calmer during the past fortnight, and the police authorities themselves appear 
to think that the danger of the political clubs has disappeared or is disappearing 
for the time being, 

2. No doubt the Chief of Police is congratulating himself on this result, 
but in my opinion the improvement in public order is due langely to the Russian 
authorities having let it be known that they were not supporting the band of 
nondescript dema, who were running the clubs or committees, and partly 
To the character of the demagogues theaseltes, ‘Their funds are getting low and 
fas T foretold) they are beginning to quarrel among themselves. The Chief of 

Police, who was complaining a few weeks ago of their malevolence and of the 
danger they constituted to the town, now that the Administration is no longer 50 
‘worried by or afraid of them talks of the advisability of not taking wunecessarily 
ern measares against people who are doing no real harm, 

‘3. In this somewhat. surprising levient attitude towards fellow-Persians, 
‘who are officially undesirable and at the same time unprotected, he appears to 
differ temporarily from his widely-bated colleagues in the gendarmerie, who are 
said of all sides to be perpetrating continual craelties and excesses on the wretched 
petsants and villages in districts unfortanate enough to be the scene of their 
Pperations. Numbers of these people come miles into Tabriz to bewail their treat, 
ment at the hands of their own authorities, and often finish up at the Soviet 
Consulate, My Soviet colleague tells me that he knows for an unimpeachable 
fact, with names and full details, that the eyes of two villagers were recently 
put ‘out by. the gendarmerie—now 40 full of zeal whore they were so abjectly 
Eowardly six months ago. The Soviet political officers seem to have moderated 
their activities to a remarkable extent during the last few weeks, and certainly 
they. eed not spend so much effort as is alleged against them on sabver 
the local peasantry while the Persian Goverument's minions will stir up bat 
against itself so much more efficiently. ; 

‘4. After the departure of the allegedly corrupt and worthless Colonel Basti, 
who hig been openly accussd in a Tabriz newspaper of having extorted 7,000 
Uuring his tenure of three months in Azerbaijan, a new Chief of Gendarmerie 
hhas been appointed in the person of Colonel Rashimi, until recently an iri 
Mice ot a Mell awn local family, repited to he energetic and to have a thorough 
Knowledge of Azerbaijan. His first task bas been to drive out a number of 
Shahsevan marauders from the Maragha district; they are to have 
retreated after some fighting to the neighbourhood of Sain Kala, where they 
tan efface themselves among other Shahsevans who have settled peaceably there 


fas agriculturists. r 4 
“Sr Apart from this compara ely ‘unimportant trouble, the proving of 
‘Azerbaijaa is, for the moment, quiet, It cannot be said, however, that law and 
order are restored while the police and gendarmerie are so inactive and 
Shefficicnt as in most districts. Landowners tell me that peasants will not take 
tot their draught animals to plough, except in fields close to the villages, hecause 
they fear cattle-lifting, not only from marauding tribestnen, bat from the peasants 
bY ather nearby villages, against whom at present there is Tittle hope of redress, 
for this reason the Governor-General is again making efforts to obtain Soviet 
permission forthe return of Persian garrisons to Tabriz and Rezaich, say 2.000 
Treops in each town. He says that the return of Persian troops to Ardebil hus 
had an extraordinarily pel ‘effect in that formerly disturbed district. Tt is 
true that the presence of & garrison here would make conditions seem more normal, 
would give confidence to law-abiding citizens and intimidate many wron 
Except the wildest, while at the same time it would provide a moral backing for 
the police and gendarmerie, and pethaps improve their courage and standards of 
behaviour. 5 5 
i The local newspaper, Azerbaijan, has again ‘been crying out for the 
liberty of the nation and the lection of Deputies by the people. In its last 
setbar it pointed out that the constitutional law makes provision for the popular 
Uutiton of provincial and municipal councils, which, will work for public 
{provements in accordance with the Taw. The journal asks why the present 
Gabcrnment does not show any signs of granting stich constitutional rights (since 
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everyone knows that the elections hitherto have 
minded democrats of Azerbaijan do not insist 0 
local martyrs thirty y 
all the present trouble, 

7. “The Governor. 


that such measures wi 
orkshopa, 
i les by saying that Government employees 
are to remain aloof from politics, and must not allow themselves to be used ns 
tools in, interfering with the work of their departments, while the political 
associations are advised when making complaints in Government offices to consnlt 
only the chief official. This possibly refers to recent incidents when “ committee" 
ra went round canvassing various departments for some kind of financial 
redress for one of their members, until they reached the office of the Director 
of Economic Affairs. Instead of listening timidly to them as the police and others 
had done, he drew a revolver from his desk drawer and, shouting imprecations, 
drove them from the premises. Thus public life goes on at Tabriz, while the 
Soviet authorities now look on quietly and for the mowent do not interfere at all, 
9% The Persian New Year was colebrated very quietly with a reception by 
the Governor-General, attended almost entirely by Government officials, since 
most, of the leading civilian residents have left the town, and the place ‘of the 
Usual galaxy of resplendent Persian army officers was this year filled by a few 
soberly-clad Soviet colonels and tuajors.. ‘The party was enlivened, however, by 
the appearance of small party of Kurdish notables in full tribal dress, complete 
with pistols and holsters, and a few moments later by the unexpected entrance 
of he, nondesript and distinctly unkempt “Azerbaijan Proletariat Protection 
Committeo, 
10, An English contractor from Kermeushah recently came to Tabriz 
tons o 


say 
re in Azerbaijan. think this attitnde 
somewhat ted, although it ix probably true that this province does not 
normally produce enough potatoes and vegetables for export. With proper 
encouragement and organisation, however, Azerbaijan could probably provide 
large quantities for our troops and the Russians as well. Yet local feeling 
#0 unsure of itself, because of what is expected to happen in the next few mont 
that litle extra growing ts likely to be done, Fears are common on the contrary, 
that the local harvest will be less than usual, and the Governor-General recently. 
refused the request of the Tehran authorities that several thousand tons of wheat 
should be sent to the capital from the Bustanabad district, near Tabriz. His 
Few is that, while some wheat might perhaps be taken from the outlying districts 
of the province near Mianeh, it would be imprudent to remove wheat from ao 
near this large city of Tabriz, where the Government silo is as yet less than half 
full, and where scarcity of transport makes the collection of proper local reserves 
‘a slow and difficult business. sales 

have, &. 


FAG. COOK 
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[B 2880/168/34) No. 5 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden {Received May 8) 

(No 117) 4 2 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majes 

Principal Setvetary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Tabriz despatch No. 10 of the 8th April, 1942, from His 
Majesty's Consul, Tabriz, together with Chancery letter of the 14th April, 1942, 
from His Majesty's Consul, Tabriz, regarding the internal situation of Tabriz 
and Azerbaijan. 


Tehran, April 20, 1942, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 5. 
Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard. 


ir, Tabriz, April 8, 1942. 
T HAVE the bonour to inform you that the situation in Tabriz and 
Azerbaijan generally is now quiet, and is probably closer to normal than at any 
time since August Jast. fe 
‘2 Robberies and thefts have almost ceased in Tabriz itself, and. tho 
“democratic” committees are gradually breaking up and losing the disquieting 
effect they had on the general population only a month or two ago. The police 
have displayed an extraordinary leniency towards the leaders, once that they 
knew they could deal with them without difficulty, and have allowed several of 
the noisiest firebrands to go into hiding. ‘The official explanation is that the 
authorities did not wish to incor a charge of being as harsh and repressive as 
during the former detested régime and so afford material for further attacks on 
the Tehran Government ‘This would accord with the enay-going and would be 
diplomatic personality of the Governor-General, M. Kbalif Fabimy, but.he tells 
me confidentially that he is not satisfied with the laxness and poor efficiency of 
the local police and of its chief in this connexion, Tt is a fact that, after the 
police bat 


ey all credit with being behind these clubs” in spite of all 
disclaimers; it is also pecially a = Liang a the doting caine 
i ts, tit might be awkward to arrest them. At any ra 

Te Gets fa tari ones a gh we All does heat, more of ‘the 
 demborats eorne guise or other ‘ 

fie: mevapaps Ausrbatien arated Tall Task "gunk. in, 1, aman 

anti-Government tirades by printing an artice accusing the local authorities of 

fending Large quantities of wheat from Bustanabad (near Tabriz) to. Tehran 

while there was only forty days’ supply left here, so that in a few woeks 


Azerbaijan would be withoat bread, A result the whole gnarant. population 


iz rushed to the bakeries and each tried to lay in as big a stock of bread 
Shiny eoald buy. The Gorceabe-Cleneal puted detly by peblchtng a mottos 
saying that the report was completely baseless, that no. wheat was being moved 
from Bustanabad except to Tabriz—very gradually because of lack of transport-— 
and that anyone who wished could go and inspect the stocks of over 5,000 tons 
fof wheat in the silos here. He then turned the tables on the editor by sayiny 
that spreading panic by such means was a crime, and that it mi i be remembered 
that Just recently ‘and Rome had been broadcasting f ‘of food 
sho in Azerbaijan, 0 that readers conld draw their own inferences as to 
the editor's soarces wud intentions As the cdilor and sub-editor are bosom 
friends of the Soviet political officers here, this may be considered a heaven-sent 
‘opportunity for the local authorities to deal with their most. troublesome 
detractors; they immediately closed the press, seized the next issue and have bound 
the editor over as regards his futare behaviour. 

* truculent-looking and un ‘Kurds who have been loafing about 
for some time in Tabriz (largely in the hope of buying. sugar and cotton-goods 
wholesale from the Rnssians) have also playe into the hands of the authorities 
recently, and are being forced back to theit own districts. Ten days ago there 
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to the sendin, 

to the increase of the gendarme 
military forces as yet in Tabriz, 
already arrived here from Tehran 
that the Soviet authorities have 
work in close «-operat 

40 a8 to check the sn 


ise of the 
ly-appointed 
and a 

He told 


Frainigy ad need Ba =a 
Mivwapuatar a Gara ti 
Mi dard gain the gra et Sauj Bulag” Chast 
wt aaa te ten a abl ogo Fran dns 
iy ee cle Si 

is wid to have been consalting 


mn 
activities and. 
7. There 


d te conc 

fe ail of the opinion, oa aes 
tehind or connected with te trouble io Kur 

8." The post of Governor of Rezai 
of the second-ente, timid and ampspaiee a peeae Wy ten filled by the transfer 
shows slipshed policy on the part of the Tehran Government, who aesaniae 
do nt even consult the Governor-General here beforshand. ere 
48 equally poor choice has been made at Ardebil. and that at 


lar was such an egregious failure that he bad to bear ken 





18 


femoved. At the present junctare Azerbaijan needs the best possible officials to 
hold up the shaky prestige of the Central Government, not mere routine transfers 
of known misfits or nominees of friends of Ministers in Tehran. 

‘9. T have already reported how conspicuous by their absence have been the 
Soviet political officers. who, until about two months ago, infested the countryside, 
‘This improvement was due, no doubt, to our representations in Moscow and 
‘Tehran, coupled with the arrival of a trained and intelligent, Soviet Consul- 
General here in January. I notice, however, that one of the most persistent, one 
Mireslanoff, bas just returned to Tabriz after his wbsence. somewhere in. the 
Gancasus, and learn that the most objectionable of all, a certain Bagharofi, has 
been seen again in the Sarab area, where be is said fo, have expressed himeelf 
most angrily to some village headien about the restoration of normal conditions 
fod the virtual annulment of his previous hard work! I have an idea that the 
ossinns will try again—but vory dvcret]y-to, work among the Kurds, whons 
leaders fear and dislike communism but like intrigue and personal, favours. 
It is almost openly said in places like Maragha that the Russians are using Kurds 
to go over the mountainous Iraq frontier to work for them in Mosul and. other 
districts now occupied by our forces; this may be true since their military, mission 
left Bagdad. 

10. A now general officer, Major-General Melnik, has recently arrived to 
take command of the Soviet forces in_ Azerbaijan, which for some months have 
oon commanded by a colonel only. He is a young-looking cavalryman who has 
sren service at the front. The Soviet authorities have asked the Perviany to 
take steps to sce that no supplies leave this district, as they apparently fear 
shortage in supplying their owa troops here. Thay are also exporting local cattle 
to the i he Persian ofiials the later 

lean. 


bil, andl asked tho Soviet 
vvide the wheat 
at 1,500 rinks per ton (the local san, equivalent 
‘amount of Persian rice to be sold to them: er ton (the local 
Dice being at least $000 rials), and tho business naiurally broke down, Mean. 
While the Soviet trade baread i sling in Tabriz guantitin of the sugar recently 
Supplied from India and Java; part is being sold at normal prices through 
Co-operative ators they are suppored to foster bere. and part i mld in the 
at black market rates. After five months they still decline to pay customs 
oties on the merchandise imported from the Soviet Union, which means lange 
profits for them in rial 

12. Unomployment 
labour is now ni 
who lind flocked hore during the winter bave returned for the spring 
The authorities also continue with their rond-making works and with assistance 
to smnall industries. 

13, TL is reported that the railway construction, from, Zinjan has, now 
adyancod to the entrance to the Kuflan Kub gorge, a few miles from Mianch, 
‘The gorge itself will take a long time to pass, with its several tunnels and the 
large bridge necessary over the river there.” Unfortunately work is entirely 
suspended on lots 12 and 13, on the Tabriz side of Mianeh, as the original 
contractors are short of funds. Work is said to be going on in lot 1: 

14. ‘The Turkish Consul at Rezaich recently set ont for Angora via Maku 
and Erzerum, but had to tum back as the road inside Turkey was blocked. by 
tow and will not be clear until mid-April, This winter has been unusually 
fevers and prolonged, and it ail continnes fo aiow at least ote day work in 
‘Tabriz. ‘The Turkish Consul-General here went specially to Khoi to discuss with 
his colleague ey ronte to Angora. He has Intely been seeing the Soviet Consul- 
General mors frequently than nstal, and seems to be much more circumspect in 
his views and utterances than be was before. ‘This may be due to admonitions 
from his ambassador in Tehran. 

T have, &e: 
F. A. G. COOK. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 5. 


Consul Cook to Chancery, Tehran. 
(Confidential) rete eel iar 
Oe Sra sal hand f dd th doen nsx tan 

AS a safe jing to-day, we may add the fa 
our last political despatch No, 10 of the Sth instant 
‘The Kurdish stock here has fallen since the apparent switch-round in 
Rossian attitude towards them. The newspaper afticls yn the Paton Yotmas 
last week, saying that the Iraqi and Persian Kurds were being provided with 
modern arms by German agents in Turkey in order to stir them up against us 
in the oil-fields, has made them nervous, especially since the Soviet authorities 
here have shown themselves in favour of having them disarmed in Tabriz by 
the despised Persian police, and haye declined (it is said) to give them any more 
sugar and piete-goods except at much enbanced prices. ‘The Governor-General 
bere, however, says that the Russian Commander at Rezaeh is still publicly hand. 
lave wi and A a checki 
ies wi syrians there, but we have no means of checking 
‘The Turkish authorities can hardly be pl 
above, as it was implied that the Kurds on the 
were being armed for mischief. ‘There is w 
over the Turvo-Persian frontier, 
with—hence perhaps the offered 
that area. A committee of inspect 


however, that 
Bulagh to singe Amir 
ho ** democratic 


never fight here! 
-class are reported to be returning here 
learness of living and shortage of 
he apc tfaepe 
of course—that 1 i 
ight into Perain by the Poles, whomn the British and Russians five Burpee 


o-Axis sympathisers, I spoke meani 
fo apparently called them pad weeied she ot 
(Ardesh-Haidarzadeh) was s0 seared that he went to ‘Tehran. The chief café 
Keepers also were warned not to allow nonsense to be talked in theit establishineet 
ind the anti-Allied talk is certainly not s0 noticeable as it was a few woeks ago.” 
‘Yours ever, 
¥. AG. COOK. 


into 





(E 3126/1918/G) No. 6. 
Me. Eden to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Kuibysher). 


Go 181) 


“IN the course of our conversation this morni mbassador 
that his Government had asked him to take up wiih ne eee one a aid 
troops now posted in and around Tehran. He was informed that there Cae 


Foreign Office, May 15, 1942. 
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fortnight ago, approximately 1,000 British troops in Tehran and another 1,000 
‘as military guards on’ the railway and elsewhere—2,000 in all.’ In 
addition, there were British units in the neighbourhood of Tebran. Since none 
Of these troops were in our own area, could I tell his Excellency what they were 
doing there 
2. I said that I had heard nothing abot them whatever. I knew that our 
forces in all Persia were, in any event, not very large. It was true that the Duke 
of Gloucester had recentiy paid a visit fo Tehran, which bad fortunately proved 
very successful, and it might be that some troops had been moved to guard the 
railway, or even the capital itself, in connexion with the visit, but T would make 
enquiries and let the Ambassador know. a rao 
am, &e. 


ANTHONY EDEN, 





8106 /163/34) No. 7 
‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Receited May 20) 


(No. 183. Confidential.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments, to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Tabriz despatch No. LL of the 28rd April to Tehran on the 
subject of the internal situation in Azerbaijan. 


Tehran, May 2 1942, 


Enclosure in No, 7. 


Consul Cook to Sir R. Bullard, 


fo. 11. Confidential.) 
ir, Tabriz, A prit 2, 1942, 

I HAVE the honour to report that the situation in Tabriz and Azerbaijan is 
still quiet, and only a few minor cases of robbery are reported from villages near 
Rezaich. “Tho Chief of Gendarmerie has reported from Rezaich that the position 
there is satisfactory, so that the Prime Minister's recent protests on this score 

tobe at least out of date, This is the time of year, of course, when near! 
‘MP the population are busy with ploughing and sowing ia this part of the world, 
fo that there i less time for mischief and politic, and agricultaral conditions wom 
to be particularly favourable this spr i 5 

SP The so-talled. democratic’ club movement has now disappeared. in 
‘Tabriz, following a poor display of inefficiency and half-heartedness by the local 
police,” After allowing the ringleaders to go into hiding. the authorities arrested 
ne member, who had fired a pistol in public, and were bold enough to seize the 
ew painted sign of the club. As a protest Several members shut themselves in 
the club with their arms, and the police waited outside for some hours. A party 
‘were then allowed to leave the club premises and march (fully armed) to the Soviet 
Consulate-General to ask for advice and assistance, but my Soviet colleague says 
that he refused to see them, Realising that the game was up, the " democrats 
dispersed, and the leading light, a seedy Kurdish sea-lawyer named Zandi, was 
fivin'a sum of tnoney by the Governor-General to leave the district for Rezaich, 
Sifor being also kindly placed at his disposal for the transport of his two wives 

children. 
an eset wiory then went round the town that the Soviet Consul-General had 
interviewed the © democrats,” but had told them that he could not assist. them 
trcause the British Consul was se against the club and isiting on te losing 
Tn this way the Persian authorities, having at frat blawed the Soret anthoritie 
for their failure to deal efficiently with the undesirable features of the club ta 
order to excuse themselves in the eyes of the middle-class element, now 
{i to remove from themselves any odium in thé eyes of the 

seen clase clement by imputing their clamyy and half-hearted closing of the 
Giub to another foreign Power, the British. One may be sure, however, that, in 
their reports to Tehran, the chief local officials have been heaping lavish encomiums 
tupon themselves for their masterly handling of the exaggerated difficulties of 
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the situation (for which they. themselves are largely. responsible) without 
mentioning the number of times they have come to. the Soviet and British 
Consulates for advice and assistance in dealing with their own people. Gratitude 
‘ok common honesty, ts not a modern Ferstan characleristior “And asin) Tebra 
the arrest of an objectionable character appears to lose its urgency or advisabili 
if it is seen to be approved by the Russian or British ally. The local police, after 
dallying for over three months with a list of foreigners resident in Tabriz which 
they promised to this consulate, have now produced an innocuous series of mangled 
naines with gaps which look only too deliberate, including as they do Bulgars, 
Swiss and Hungarians who are known to be still here, The police here, ma 
elsewhere in Persia, are probably those with eyes most encked in the direction of 
the hoped-for German legions and doubtless the still more hoped-for tangible 
rewards therefrom, 

4A now journal, called Talk and Action, has appeared in Tabriz, edited 
by ong Akhbari-of the’ Education Department, who was suspected. of pro-Nazi 
s¥mpathiew not so long ago, The first harmless number contained an article 
calling for national unity and co-operation, and another demanding the forcible 
tearing-off of women's veils by the police, as under the former régime. To the 
general surpriso the Soviet-sponsored newspaper in Turkish, Vaten Yolenda, is 
Tow to be restricted to the Red Army, and copies will not be available for the local 
public; only a few months ago its circulation in Persian schools, factories and 
‘Offices was being boosted by Soviet political officers im uniform, but the new 
major-general hore haa other ideas, or has perhaps received other instructions. 
The paper's recent article on German activities on both sides of the Turkish 
frontier may also have something to do with its sudden restriction. On the other 
hand, an anonymous broadsheet in Turki dialect attacking the local authorities 
and their alleged Fascist policy has been widely distributed this last week here and 
in other parts of Azerb 

5, 
clash with the Persian milita 
made by Amir Asad, the Kui 


of typhiis rey a 
cintnas i "have fered 


exact 
sians 


w 


eredence to be given locally to the recent German broadcasts, which stated that 
the British were withdrawing from Persia and allowing the Soviet forces to 
occupy Hamadan and Kermanshah to begin with, aud to move as far as the 
Persian Gulf later. 
9. A United States Consul, Mr. B. E. Kuniholm, arrived here last-week to 
pen an American Consulate afters. period of many, year withoat one in 
‘jan. He is a specialist from the Baltic States and Russia itself, and has 
made no secret, in his first official visits to the Persian Governor-General and 
‘thers, of the fact that the only American interest here is to ensure the application 
of the priticiples of the Atlantic Charter to Persia, or, in his own words, to see fair 
play by the Russians. He will soon find out that the Persians, official and non- 
official, may be Relied on to keep him well up to the mark in this respect. 


T have, 6c: 
‘A. G COOK, 





(B 3340/163/34) No. 8 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received May 80.) 


resents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
M: ‘His Majesty's Consul 


Tehran, Moy 11, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 8. 
Consul General Urquhart to Sir R, Bullard, 


{No. 13, Confidential) 
Sir, Tabris, May 7, 1942, 

1 HAVE the honour to submit the following report in amplification of my 
recent telegrams on the troubled state of Western Azerbaijan, ; 

2 It is now accepted that the Kurdish bullet which killed the American, 
Mrs. Burdett; on the road from Mebabad to Tabrie was intended pot for her but 
for a young Kurd who was accompanying her. Her death is therefore no more 
than a tragic incident ina Kurdie blood feud. Her murderers were arrested 

‘3. From Rezaieh on the 28th April there came news of seemingly very 
serious import. The Kurds were advancing in. strength on the town. During 
moat of the 27th there bad been heavy rifletire, which sent the people from the 
surrounding villages paniostricken into the town, carrying and driving before 
them what they could of their portable possessions and flocks, Presently the 
town was surrounded, even the 12-mile road to the lake being cut, so that there 
‘was no communication except by telegraph. These conditions persisted for seven 
Qf eight days, when there came a relaxation in the tension, At the moment. the 
Kurds scem to have withdrawn a little from the town, but both Rezaieh and 
Salmas are stated to be full of refugee villagers, who will certainly. have. lost 

‘possessions, to say nothing of their time, at a season when 
evens in. Persia. 

‘The Persian Government has been poorly represented and badly served 
during this crisis, There bas been no Governor-General there since General, Capal 
eft. “Buzurg Amir Ibrahimi, recently appointed Governor, was acting as 
Governor-General, but he seems to have left at the first signs of trouble and is 
Ahooght now to he under arrest. At all events, Mr. Fahimiy here was given 
temporary charge of Western Azerbaijan as from the 28th, but could not bring 
himeelf to proceed. He contented himselt with persuading two Kurdish notables 
of Mehabad, Ghazi Mohammed and Sheikh Abdullah, to go to Rezaich and try 
to rade the Kurds to disperse. They were both there by the 30th and claimed 

Ravtaal success, which cheered Mr. Fahim. greatl their, stock fell; it 


an 
Seemed that the Russians were jealous of their activity, if the Persians were to 
be believed, and it is certain that the officials already on the spot were aggrieved 


becatice these men arrived without warning and proceeded on mysterious missions 
without consulting them. But the most effective opposition to the Ghazis was 
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made by an Assyrian who removed parts from their car so that for some days 
they eatin Resale complaining by Celograph that the Rumians would not give 
them transport. By the rd or the 4th May they had obtained some sort af 
transport and were moving around the encampments again, bat by this tinie all 
had been transferred to the possibility that someose would cone from 

‘Tehran and take charge of the situation. Meantime the petty officials left im 
Rezaich sent telegram after telegram pleading their danger and helplessness, 
Blaming the Rassians for helping the Knrds and demanding instructions 

8. The Russians, it is said, conld have stopped the tronble at an hour's 
notice by merely telling the Kurds to go home. Why, therefore, it is demanded 
did they not expend the small amount of energy necessary to put.an end to the 
turmoil? ‘The answer comes all too easily that the Russians are planning to kill 
the authority of the Persian Government here in the north. The Russians 
certainly seem to bave done very little to support the gendarmes and comfort the 

eaceful population. The Soviet Consnl-General and the Chief of Staff certainly 

sw to Rezaich on the 30th and met a body of Kurdish leaders the same evening. 
‘They appealed to them to disperse and supported the chief of, police in his 
explanation that there wae no intention to disarm the Kurds generaly, but merely 
to prevent them carrying arms into the town; bat the net result was that the 
Kurds presented demands (see Appendix) some of which seem to be hardly the 
sort of thing a Kurd would think, of readily. T had many talks with my Soret 
colleague after his return, but I found it difficult to get more out of him than 
variations of the themes that there had been great exaggeration, that the loml 
authority was incredibly inefficient and also lacking in goodwill to end, by making 
‘reasonable concessions, a commotion which they themselves had started, T tri 
to persuade him that the inefficiency of the average Persian offic nianent 
factor in this country, that exaggeration and panic are normal, but that a state 
of affairs existed which was suiliciently alarming to, require ‘some controlling 
‘ction, I told him that obviously there must be suffering in the villages in vi 
Of the pillaging of such property as the villagers bad been unable to cary with 
them, and that possibly crops would be lost to an extent. which might threaten a 
shortage of food. T repeated sone of the things our Turkish colleague had feared, 
Suggesting that, even if he, too, were exaggerating a good deal 
ganda wa bound to make te of these events and all the attendant rancurs for 
purposes of propaganda in Turkey, and particularly propaganda to 
hnilkary circles there. During one conversation he placed the number of Kurds 
turider arms at 10,000, and was obviously worried by the more idea of a punitive 
expedition by the Russians against auch numbers think he was genuinely 
‘concerned leat the Soviet authorities should drift. into hostilitios with the Kurds, 
‘Tho military authorities probably do not care to rely on the theory that they 
have but to say the word to see the Kurdish forces melt away; they would 
probably not care to risk a fiasco, and to be aure of enforcing an order to disperse 
they probably would like to have certain forces at their disposal. It seem 
unlikely that a request for permision to divert such fora for posable hostile 
operations against the Kurds wonld be welcomed at headquarters, or that any 
local off F it if he could avoid doing so, I have therefore 
wotidered these days whether Kuibyshey knew what was happening, whether the 
To«al officials were trying to minimise the commotion and hoping that it, would 
solve itself with no miore than the loss of lives here and there and the pillage of 


some village, i" 

6. -My Turkish colleague was no. doubt rigbt in stressing the p ida 
value for the enemy in the events of the past ton days. His interest in what is 
Happening on the Turkish frontier ie natural and T expect there i some ground 
for his view that there are elements among the Kurds who thirst for revenge.on 
‘Turkey and who are only awaiting a favourable moment in order to make trouble 
on the Turkish side of the frontier. 1 thin, too, that he was justified in noting 
any signs of Russian consideration and tenderness for the Kurds as against. the 
Persians and in scrutinising closely those of the Kurdish demands which contained 
indications that some Kurds are thinking of a Kurdish national life and. the 
perpetnation of a separate Kurdish organisation, within the, State,, in, direct 
Spposition to the poliey of both Turkey and Persia towards such minorities... But 
is talk goes far beyond such considerations and he sees in the Rezaieh disorders 
the begining of religious maser and the powibity that Trkey may bare 
to intervene again. He has made much of a demand made by a delegation of 
eznietes thatthe frontier be thrown open s thatthe peaceful people of Western 
‘Azerbaijan may flee to the protection of their brother Turks. He took this piece 
of oriental exaggeration more or less seriously, but the Turkish Viee-Consul at 





a 


Rezaich was wiser; he asked the persons who made a corresponding request to 
him to put it in writing, and that was the end of the matter. The fact is that 
the Turkish Consul-General here is definitely persuaded that the Germans will 
SSicceed in breaking up the Russian defence and that there will be serious disorder 
in these parts before the Germans can take control. 

7. As Mr. Cook indicated in his despatch No. 11 of the 28rd April, the new 
consul of the United States of America has more or less publicly declared himself 
to be a wnichdog against posible Russian aggreeion. He told me on, the 
‘2th April that he had found the Soviet Chief of Staff and the consul-general 
together at the Soviet Consulate-General and that they had asked him whether 
or not they should intervene and that when he left them they had determined 
not to do so, At the time T thought it, possible that at some stage the same 
question might be put to me and accordingly I enquired by telegram whether 
Jou ogreed thar the Russians should be encouraged to support the gendarme: 

he question was never put, however, and I now think that the American Consul 
Was consulted pot because there was any intention to take his advice, Int to soe 
into his mind. Tt may do the Russians no harm to know that the United States 
Consul is convinced that they have ‘ulterior motives 

8. After consideration of all the facts, distorted as they are by rumour and 
fear, 'and having beard. what my colleagues have to aay, Lam. aure that the 
Russians are justified in saying that it ip the Persiank themselves who, have 
touched off this explosion. No doubt the explosive were already there; the Kurds 
were bound sooner to start shooting after so many. years of restraint... But the 
weakness of the Government's team at Rezaieh, the speed with which Governors 

eral have left compared with their reluctance to arrive and the nervousness 
of the “* Ajama” in general were an invitation to an ebullition of the Kurdish 
warlike Tt was Serhang Hashimi’s visit to Rezaioh which brought matters 
Ton bead. An order was issued that Kurds must not carry arms into the town, 

to see that it was enforced. A number 


sha, carrying 
The 


for Eastern Azerbaijan and the Soviet 
received the Consular Corps on the afternoon of the 6th while still at Tabriz, 
He said that he had practically secured Russian co-operation and that he expected 
to te able to send a division of Persian troops to be stationed at Ardebil, 
‘and Rezaich, He hoped that Persian troops from the south and frou th 
‘would converge on Rezaich and crush the Kurds, but at the same time he said the 
Present was not the moment for a final setiement, As regards the vexed question 
Of carrying arms, he said he contemplated for the time being some arrangement 
‘such as obtains in Iraq, where licences are issued freely to enable Kurds to carry 
weapons and to be within the law. To-day it is said that the Prime Minister has 
telegraphed to him urging him not to be too lenient with the Kurds, and for the 
tmoment Persian confidence is climbing steeply out of the abyss where it was 
janged for the past ten days. Tt will in interesting to observe what, will 
of the Rurdish detands, bow far the Russians may aasist, or at Teast 
permit, the Persians to restore their authority, and whether the Persians will 
Show wisdom and restraint if they do get the upper hand, 

"10. _ It should be stated that, whereas the Soviet Consul-General alleged that 
the Kurds of the north-west had been assisted by others from the south and from 
the Iraqi frontier, information so far obtained from the Persians themselves and 
from a Kurd living in Mehabad is definite that no tribes were involved except 
those living in the area along the frontier west of the lake. Salmas was not 
involved, ‘The total number of rifles may be put at 1,000, or 1,500 at the most, 
according to the Persians 3 . i 

TL. Tt was rumoured from time to time that Assyrians and Armenians had 
joined the rebel Kurds, and no doubt there were individuals from the minorities 
{rho were ready to loot and wipe off old scores. In general, however, there seems 
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to be no question of fighting for religion alorie, and it now seems likely that the 
total death-roll will not correspond. with the panic, There has been nothing in 
the nature of a massacre and the talk of atrocities has no doubt been exaggerated. 
At present the list stands at seven women with breasts cut off, same girls raped 
‘and some children thrown into a stream, ‘The Soviet Consul-General fins assured 
mo that the newly appointed Russian Consul at Rezaieh went with the chief of 
police to investigate one atrocity report and found it to be quite untrue. 
T have, &e. 
RW. URQUHART. 


Appendix. 


CONDITIONS laid down by Kurdish leaders at a meeting with Persian and 
Russian representatives on the 30th April, 142:— 


1. There must be no amniehs in the Kurdish district between Kho} and 


fehabad. 

2 The Kurds must be allowed to carry arms freely. 

8. 1,200 rifles in the hands of Persian villagers in the Rezaieh district must 
be collected and delivered to the Red Army. 

4. There must be one representative of the Kurds in every Government 
department in Rezaieh, 

5. The Kurds must have freedom in their national affairs. 

6, The Government muse pay for schools in Kurdistan, in which the Kurdish 

7. The-vihapes of Mergevae, 

‘The villages o avar, Tergavar and Dasht, claimed by the Herki 
Kards and Seyyid Taha’s oan id the villages of Biradost, claimed 
by Hassan Agha and the Abdivi Kurds, must be restored to the 
lai 


imants, 
8, The release of twenty Kurdish prisoners ix demanded. 


‘The following conditions were laid down by another 
‘iailar meting, of Gouktepe’ om the ist Mays ns SOP OE nds ata 


bo no gendarmerie posts in Kurdish villages, 
Ree we King ee eee 
dinsinister their own internal affairs, 
3. Arms held by “ Ajams,” who are the enemies of the Ka id are Fascist 
tag Renee a aa Banded he Rare ner,” 
. As for goods taken from villagers, they cannot be restored; Kurds who 
have suifered canaltes ‘caunot be aked to give back what they have 





E 3425/3000/34) No. 9, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received June 2) 


io, 152) 
& Tehran, May 19, 1942. 
stole HAVE, the hopour to report that His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Gloucester reached Tehran by air from Habbaniya on the 10th May and left for 
Abadan on the 13th May. His Royal Highness had intended to visit Kermanshah 
on his way to Tehran and all arrangements had been made for him to inspect the 
British troops in the area and to reveive the Governor-General and 
General Shahbakhti and representatives of the British community. The visit 
unfortunately had to be cancelled at the last moment because the weather was bad. 
2 I enclose berein the () of His Royal Highness’s visit to 
Tebran, which was carried out without a hitch. It was arranged so that he 
should See the possible nuinber of people in the time available. As you 
will see, His Royal Highness received the salute of Persian, British and Soviet 
guards of honour on arrival. He was met by the Minister of Court, on behalf 
of the Shah, and by « number of prominent Persians, by the Soviet Ambassador 
as well as by myself and members of my stafl. ‘The same afternoon His Royal 
Highness received the Prime Minister and attended a reception at the Gulestan 
Palace, where he met the members of the Government and a large number of 
loading Persian personalities In the evening I gave a dinner party for the 
(() Not printed 
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heails of missions in Tehran, which was followed by a reception for the princrpal 
American and Polish military representatives, junior foreign diplownts leaders 
Of the British community and members of the eatin stafi. On the 11th May 
His Royal Highness carried ont an inspection of the Polish troops, which gave 
particular pleasure and was witnessed by the Polish civilian refugees. After- 
Yards His Royal Highness received the Persian press, and met at luncheon. at 

Majesty's Legation the members ofthe Persian Cabinet, the Soviet 
Ambassador and several Persians no longer in office who were active members of 
the Cabinet which signed the treaty. In the afternoon Flix Royal Highness 
called on His Imperial Majesty the Shah for an informal talk, I was present at 
the audience. Subsequently military officers under command of Xth Army. RAF. 
officers and a number of Polish officers were presented to His Royal Highness at 
His Majesty's Legation and tho ceremony was followed by a garden-party for 
the British and British Indian communities. All important British subjects were 

ividnally presented to His Royal Highness. Later His Royal Highnoss opened 
lub for British soldiers organised by the Indies of His Majesty's Legation and 

the British community, where he was given the opportunity of meeting n.c.0s 
And other ranks. In the evening His Imperial Mayesty the Shah gave u dinner: 
party for His Royal Highness, which was attended by myself, by the Duke's suite 
and by several members of my staff 

3. Tenclose herein :— 

(a) The English texts(’) of the speeches made by the Shah and by Hix Royal 

Highness in English and Persian at the dinner at the palnes, and 
(0) The fall text() of His Royal Highness’ statemnt to the pres 


Both the and the statement were summarised by telegram to the Foreign 
Office in advance and was subsequently published in the Persian press. 

4. The following day, the 12th May, was kept free His Royal Hi 
‘was taken by Mr. and Mrs. Holinan and Mr. Trott for a picnic-lunch in the 
Mountains, and afterwards went with his xuite for an informal ride with the 
Shah. As I bave described in my telegram No, 629, His Majesty drove the Duke 
back to the legation in his own racing car, to the delight of the populace and the 
concern of the escort, whose care were left far behind. Thie was the first timo 
for a great many years that the Shah bad entered this legation, and it ix an 
excelleut augury that His Majesty should have come in auch an’ informal abd 
friendly maniner. : 

5. His Royal Highness gave particular pleasure to my American colleague 

attending an informal cocktail party at the American Legation in the evenin 
wal {Lighness left by air on the 13th May and, on bis departure, received 

the salute of a Persian guard of honour. ‘The Minister of Coust, the Minister 
of War, the Chief of Staff, the head of the Persian air force, the “cht do 
Protocole” of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs as well as myself and members 
Of my staff were present at the aerodrome. An escort of Hurricanes accompanied 
His Royal Hightess's aeroplane. 


T was most grateful to His Royal Highness for undertaking this heavy 

ted programme. It would be difficult to exaggerate the effect of the 

T'said in my telogram No. 629, was a vory great success. The 

Persians have continually been subjected to considerable diplomatic pressure by 

His Majesty's Legation in recent months, and it is hoped that the vinit will have 
w 


gone some way to remove the impression that we are "unfriendly ” to them and 
Will tend to facilitate the amicable solution of future problems T think that 
there is no doubt that His Imperial Majesty the Shah, the Government. and the 
Ne of Tehran were much gratified to have this opportunity to welcome His 

RI Highness to the capital, T hope, in particalar, that, as the result of the 
visit, the army and younger elements in the country may become less reserved in 
their attitnde towards us, as they tend to take the(r cue from the Shah. In any 
‘al Highness succeeded in establishing such warm and 

is Majesty should not be without its effect from the 


behalf for his assistance. i 
'R. His Imperial Majesty the Shah offered to place a palace at’ His Royal 
Highniess’s disposal, but it was felt to be more convenient that His Royal Highness 
() Not printed 
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and his suite should stay at this legation. ‘The Shab, however, placed a car and 
his own chauffeur at His Royal Highness's disposal throughout the visit and 
presented His Royal Highness with a Persian carpet on the eve of his departure. 
T have, &. 
RW. BULLARD. 





(E 8590/69/94) No. 10. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received June 10.) 
(No. 198) 
Sir, : Tehran, May 25, 1942. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that, as reported in my telegram No. 634, 
dated 14th May 1942, the Imperial Persian Government on 14th May. 1942, 
authorised the Foreign Exchange Commission to. resume dealings in foreign 
‘exchange at rates based upon the following rates for the pound sterling >— 


Rials to €1 sterling, 


Baying rate oes 2 128 
Selling rate 


2. The change in the rate was effected by Decree No, 3622 of the Council 
of Ministors, of which I enclose a. copy. 

3. Under Article & (2) of the Draft Financial Agreement between the 
Goverment of the United Kingdom and the Imperial Persian Government, the 
Persian Government undertakes to place no unreasonable restrictions pon 
transactions in storling area currencies. Article 4 of the Decree of the Council 
of Ministers permits the Exchange Commission to isso licences without 
restriction for the purchase of foreign exchange by the general public. The 
commission is, in practice, issuing Hcences without restriction for the public 
to purchase sterling area Currencies; but it ix still necessary for the authorised 
banks to go through the formality’ of making application to the commission 
in each individual case. 

‘4. T have represented to the Persian Minister of Finance that this 
rocedure merely causes vexatious inconveniences and delay, and that the 
Exchange Commission should be instructed to issue a general licence to the 
‘authorised banks permitting them to deal freely in sterling area currencies at 
the controlled rates and without reference to the commission in particular cases. 

5, Copies of this despatch (without enclosure) have been sent the Minister 
of State, Cairo; to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Bagdad, Cairo. and 
Kuibyshey; to the General Officer Commanding, Xth Army; to the Air Officer 
Commanding, Iraq; and to the Goverament of India 

T have, &, 
RW BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No. 10. 


Decree No. 3622 of Council of Ministers, dated Nocember 24, 1321. 
(Alay 14, 1942) 

THE Council of Ministers in their session of the 28rd Ordibebesht, 1821 
(13th May, 1942), on Proposal No, 9743 of the 2rd Ordibehesht (13th May, 1942) 
made by the Ministry of Finance, and by virtue of the authority conferred ot 
them by the Foreign Exchange Law of the 10th Esfand, 1314, hereby make the 
following regulations — 

Arnie 1 

As from the 24th Ordibehesht, 1821 (14th May, 1942), the buying rate for 
the pound will be 128 rials and that for the dollar 32 rials; and the selling rates 
for pounds and dollars shall be 130 rials and 32°50 rials respectively. 


Anricie 2. 


‘As from the above date, the authorised banks must buy at the above- 
tioned rates, for the account of the Exchange Commission, the exchange 
obtained from exports and all other exchange offered. 





AnricLe 3. 


‘The authorised banks may sell excliange to importers at the official rates 
prescribed in article 1 of the present decree for the importation of all kinds of 
‘goods, in accordance with licences issued by the Exchange Commission, 


Anricue 4 


‘The Exchange Commission is authorised to issue licences for the purchase of 
exchange at the official rates for every other sort of requirement, including 
educational, travelling, medical treatment expenses, &e. 


Anrione 5. 
‘The provisions of Decree No. 7082 of the 6/11/1320 (28th September, 1941) 
are hereby repealed. 


. . . . . 


Tehran, May 15, 1942. 





(B 9618/163/34) No, 11, 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Reveived June 15) 

(No. 166) ‘ ‘ a 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hix Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affair, and bes the hoogar to tranarit 

herewith a copy of Tabrie despatch No. 15 of the 24th May, 1943, reporting. on 
the political situation in Azerbaijan, 


Tehran, June 1, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, U1 


Consut-Generat Urqudart to Sir R, Bullard, 


(No. 15, Confidential.) 
Sir, 

THE roports about trouble with the Kurds in Western Azei 
began to reach Tabriz from the 28th April onwards were alarmist, often contra- 
dictory and generally unreliable. It was clearly desirable that I should go to 
Rezaieh as scon as possible and see what was actually happening, but I decided 
not to rush into the middle of the matter too quickly. One of my reasons for s0 
deciding was that both the Russians and the Persians were eyeing the new 
British Consul-General with something more than an innocent curiosity, and it 
‘would have been only too easy in the first days after my arrival to create an 
Impression, possibly difficult to correct later, that my zeal bad a bias for one s 
or the other. In particular, T feared that the Russians would be suspicious of a 
‘Visit to Rezaich at a time when the Persians were claiming that what was to bo 
‘teen there was the proof that the Russians were trying to detach Westert: 
‘Azerbaijan, at the time, too, when the Russian Consul-General had very properly 
gone there to try to improve the link between the Russian military and the local 
Sil authorities While T had no intention of surrendering my right to travel 
in my district freely, it seemed good to me to find a normal excuse for making 
the journey, and the arrival of the new Governor-General provided it. He asked 
me to allow him a few days to take up this functions and then, after an exchange 
of plain language telegrams which would, I knew, be read by persons interested 
{in my movements, I went to Rezaich on the 15th May. T had intended to return 
‘on the 19th, but T stayed one day longer in the hope of being able to report the 
beginning of a movement ofthe refugees tack to their villages. 

2 foffered a seat in my car to my United States colleague, whose own car 
hhas not yet arrived, but he did not accept. 

4, Thope, useful, T p 
‘of my time is 
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4 Ivis vividly within living memory that the last war brought the Russians 
and the Turks into conflict in Azerbaijan, that disorders ensued in which the 
civilian population suffered, the Christians particularly. ‘The local officials of 
the two countries are distrustful of each other to-day and the public cannot fail 
to know it. ‘To the ordinary man there is nothing far-fetched in the idea that 
they may again be Sighting oue another, and that che civilians will again run the 
risk of massacre. Whatever his race or religion, the ordinary man in these parts 
is fear-ridden, easily startled by rumour. If he is a Shish he is a poorish 
specimen, morally and physically, probably an opium smoker, and abject coward 
tunless be is overwhelmingly strong, and then he shows all the violent brutality 
of the coward. If he is a Christian, whether Armenian or Assyrian, he has 
behind him three or four generations of the decline of his people in this region, 
of suffering and massacre at the hands of Turks, Kurds and Persians, If be is 
Aut, he Knows that his people cannot stand up to the Mustapha: Kemals and 
the Reza Shahs, that, thoug resent offers a chance for some to wipe off old 
c th the gendiirmes, to pillage, and even to talk insolently to the Persian 
als in the jargon which some of them bave learned: at. Baka; the future is 
tain, Indeed, all of them see the future as uncertain and dangerous 
because all-of them think there is «strong chance that the Germans will break 
through on the Caucasus front, that the Russians will have to leave ad. thee 
there will be @ period when anything might happen before the Persians, with 
German help, get firm control and put the Kurds and Christians back where they 
wore, under the gendarmes. 

5. It only made matters worse that many civilians were able to acquire 
Persian army rifles and atumunition. Although no doubt the Kurds are bitice 
armed than the others, all of them Nave weapons and all of them co 
What is # measure of prudent precaution for their sect is an act of aggression 
When others do likewise; this is particularly the case as between the Kurds and 
the Shiabs, who circulate, and end by believing, very exaggerated tales about 
the arsenals held by the other, 

6. "Tn thene circumstances the recent Kurdish outbreak has bad an emotional 
effect ont of proportion with the number of Kurds involved, the numbers Killed 
lund ithe damage done. ‘They ate circumstances in which itis dificult to form 
4 wane and balanced judgment, hence,,I think, the extravagance of my Turkish 
‘colleagues and the violent folly of Persian officers like Serhang Hashimi. Indeed. 
‘almoat any foolishness can be expected from Rezaieh unless the Persian allicers 
how going there are exceptional men: at the hest of times they are poorly 
‘equipped to resist suspicion, rumour and intrigue and they must, being frustrated 
men, be expected now to have less sense of balance than ever 

7. T-now suinmarise briefly the results of my observations :— 


Origine of the Outbreak. —The band of Reza Shah was firm, but it was not 
Just. Tt weighed heavily on the Kurds, less heavily on the Assyrians, while still 
making it plain dat they bad n6 ope of equal ieatsent with the Shiaks. Is 
instrament was the gendarmerie. When the firm hand was lifted the gendarmerie 
‘disappeared and the Kurds dag up their hidden rifler. More than that, they 
acquited rifles and ammunition from the disbanded Persian Ps, Then came 
General Cupal and later Serhang Hashimi, literally shouting aloud their intention 
to disarm the Kurds, to re-establish the'staree quo. When Hashii 
recruit gendarmes from among the local Shiah popul 
others 40 as to build up a numerous force, and’ w 
Sogan ty killing the, first Kara they 
Mebabad to buy the tribes concerned 

That is the all tbe story, I 

td sy tat the 
lace 

‘ot respond, and that. the 

* rid of them, using the Kurds 


from ite loyalty 
‘Russians peel 


that the men on the spot have remained inactive; most. probably 

remota control from Kuibyshey, which failed to realise what was happening either 
from lack of information ot trom incredulity. But the Persian Government has 
little Fight to complain. At a moascat wien it ought to have had its best men on 


a 


he post 
5 fo have shown zeal and leadership it remained silent and the pos! 
Us eet a fe ety stad mpl becouse no ‘boe could be pereaded to A it 


willingly. 
a 


T confess 


their request was agreed. 
disarming the gendarmerie, 
tn iecat Cone i i ld to my telegraphio 
Condition of Afoirs—I ave nothing to add to my. telog 
A Re i ay ely po 
TWrould add that T still do aot believe that even the one woman whose caxe wa 
eae Ur tare wana slags cae oC ay, the Kanda, ‘and T blame 
biviatan frat for some cas reported rece. TC i tamaver rue hat 
tea en bv bot ine applied to make them dacloe whee the rifles we, bt on 
it reat Ys a 
Pe rate inane. Ouly the unhealhy cireanutantes which T have desc 
tase roduved the present results. 


and its 
ip from 


"roops—The news 
Perdian force caused excitement, 


glands, were som 
jiahs were. al 














































































































which, ‘according to them, ‘the Russians had deliberately disturbed, and whi 
even their best friends had to admit they had failed to maintain, althoagh jt oo 
in their power to do so. There seemed to me to be strong probability that, if 
the Persian troops caine to Rezaieh while the villagers were still there in their 
thousands, uot even the wisest of commanders could preyent an outburst of 
emotion which might produce troublesome incidents. Yet when I got there a 
deadlock between the Governor-General and the Russians was apparent over the 
shment of joint road guard posts, ther si ing any move 
¢o pepuade the vinci bane fe re ee 
Since T began writing this despatch I have had a conversation w 
Persian commander” He exons to be unusoally reasonable for a Persian ofc, 
ad Z think he will do his best to avoid incidents, T do not think be is strong 
churacter, however, and I doubt if he possesses the perser which his 
will demand of him, petty Be Fee sine 8 


he tore ep 
resents An 


'y 
Geeta , Uy taba ihe 


Karapapak, Momish, 74 
section of the Shekak are on the rnment'® It pair ping 


the Begeadeb, the Herki, Mamedi and Hinari, which cansed the ti 
would normally be punished by the despatah of troops to their rng “bat thit 
ix pot the moment for that. For one reason, the 1,500 men which these Kurds can, 
ta pinch, put into the field would be more than a match for the force now going 
to Rezaich with Rassian approval. The first complication would be a Persian 
demand for many more troops, and then, if they gained the upper hand, they 
would behave in manner which the Russians would not approve. The wise 
solution in to extend to these discontented Kurds the benefits which have kept 
the Ineger ‘ribet ate pee Bg gain time. The Governor-General at Rezaich 

ait can be done, but'the Russians must, at i Persia 
so nae te stg et ¢ Ros the same time, allow the Persians 

Position of the Russians —The Russians came to jan wit 
prdtige which thelr claim to be the protectrs of the penmnatty ee hens hee 
ave quite lat it, because to the simple peasants of Acerbatfea. and they are 
the bulk of the Popalation, the results speak for themselves. For them the coming 
of the Russians, for that matter the Anglo-Russian occupation, has meant heave 
Toss and the quickening of old hatreds and fears. ‘The Christians abhor the 
reontit disorders almost as much as the Shiahs. They have derived no present 
enefit from them; on the contrary, they have a lively fear that the ay of 
reaction may come as it has aay tended to come in the past. Only the Kurds 
‘an be supposed to be happy with matters as they now are, but the Best of them 
ey ae ee Pay eee the Persians are wise, they will make 

to find a means of fying those va ¥ 
Ee is Ais Sika fying who have shown themselves ‘strong 
wowever, the Persians now commit some act of folly agai 

Kurde’ they muy very easly alienate some of these now frietalyfand care nent 
than the present small proportion to tun to the Russians as their 

T have little doubt, however, that it is their conception of their milita: 
necessities, and not any politieal theory or ambition, which has determine! 
Russian policy latterly in Azerbaijan. “The political officers are no doubt. at 
work in @ routine fashion, bat events have caused them to lose ground x) marked) 
that there must be some overwhelmingly strong reason for continuiag. fn the 
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resent policy, I have suspected that Russian military strength in Azerbaijan, 
far from being an increasing threat to Turkey, is low and that they are genuinely 
‘worried about the Turkish frontier themselves If we wete in their place, sharing 
their apprehensions about Turkey, hearing perhaps of the chauvinistic remarks 
which Turkish officials are capable of making. I think we, too, should consider it 
‘our duty to neglect no means and to examine the possibility that the Kurds anght 
serve for defensive operations. T have noted fron your telegrams to the Foreign 
Office that’the Persian authorities and the Turkish Ambassador have suggested 
that the Russians have considered using the Kurds against the Turks; it seems 
to me that this need not be a matter for excitement or resentment in any quarter: 

Both Turks and Persians whom I have met say that the Kurds have no military 
value in the modern sense and I think the Russians themselves would agree that 

for attack they have none, although it might be argued that for defence, on 
their own ground, they might be of some use. Hence, possibly, their tenderness 
for the Kurds 

T have several times, in conversation with my Russian colleagues, sensed’ 
revulsion when the possibility of military action against the Kurds was 
threatened.” I therefore conclnded that they would at all costs avoid: hostilities 
with them. ‘The signs of a firmer attitude which T saw at Rezaieh, and. the 
Russian casualties—two killed—in a brush with the Kurds near Khoi the other 
day, gave me some hope that the Russians were really resolved to restore order 
before the Persian troops arrived. I have since been informed that the Russian 
patrols in Western Azerbaijan, far from smiting the Kurds whom they find 
Prowling about, shake hands with them, enquire why they are not in. their 
Villages, and remind them that it is forbidden to do this and that. ‘They’ then 

ws'on, Now the Persian commander has informed me, on the authority of the 
Rtaminn general, that an emissary has been sent to treat with the Shekak ininority 
which caused the trouble near Koi and that they regard the clash as an accident 
Which would not have occurred had they been able to talk with the Kurds 
Teforchand, Moreover, according to the Persian commander, the general: hns 
advised” him pot to try to disarm any Kurds, 1 must therefore revert to my 
original idea that the Russians will do their utmost to ayoid hostilities with any 
Kards, and that the policy of tenderness will continue. 

Ts not the solution for this ‘mpasse to be sought ou the Russian front? 1f 
the Russians are successful there, they will not, I feel sure, continue their present 
policy, which must be unsatisfactory for their political officers and distasteful to 
theit soldiers, If this interpretation is correct, we cannot but feel sympathy with 
thein in their concern, even if their policy of nursing the Kurds seems hardly 
‘worth while to us, Ido not know what the prospects rnay be of persuading thei 
{o revit their policy Bere, but T judge that it would be dffeut aud perbape 
hardly worth while. The issue will he decided on the Russian front before many 
mont! 

T have, &. 
RW. URQUHART. 





(1B 3655 /3655/34) No. 12, 
‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.-(Receiced June 1) 


No. 160) 
Sir, Tehran, May 2%, 1942, 

IN accordaige with, the fnsiractions contained in the tight Hon, the 
Viscount Halifax's cicular despatch of the 4h, November, 109, 1 havo the 
thonour to tranamit herewith a. pelitical report on Persia for the year 1941-_ The 
report has been prepared with some difficulty. Tn the first’ place, most of 
the records for the period from the Ist January, 1941, until the occupation by 
Allied troops, in Ihave been destroyed: int the second, Mr. Greenway, to 
‘whom I am indcbted for a draft of considerable porto of the report, was 
Transferred, and it was some while before time could be found, by those who had 
4 first-hand knowledge of the events of 1941, to bring the report to completion, 


» do, 
RW. BULLARD, 
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Enclosure in No. 12 
Avmual Political Report for 1941. 


_ FROM the beginning of 1941 until the invasion of Persia by the British and 
Soviet troops in August there were no serious attempts on the part of the Persian 
Government to take advantage of the difficulties of Great Britain or to renew 
the pressure which had been applied in the previous year by the cancellation of 
the credits agreements and the, blackmailing of the A.LO.C. over the royalty 
question. The Shab, whose rigid policy of maintaining neutrality and. of 
rsuing his plan of ecouomic development was stresu in the report on Persia 
for 1940, still hoped that he would be able to secure the maximum advantage 
from both sides, In accordance with this policy, therefore, his Government 
turned a deaf ear to British protests about the presence in, Persia of 
‘humbers of potentially dangerous Germans and to the risk to which both Briti 
and Porsian interests were exposed by the presence of Axis merchant vessels 
laid up, with skeleton Axia crews, in Persian waters. This problem, which was 
to be soled so dramatically later in the year, was even at the inginning of 1941 
44 souree of considerable anxiety to His Majesty's Government. In January His 
Majesty's Minister reoowed the representations which he had made without 
success. in the previous year, and drew the attention of the Persian Government 
to the fact that, among the excessive number of so-called German specialists and 
‘business. men, were many who were credibly believed to be German officers, and 
who, had, in'any case, no real connexion with the firms by whom they ‘were 
‘ominally employed. ‘The danger which this situation presented to Persia as 
well ax to Great Britain was stressed in vain; the Persian Government com- 
placently replied that measures had already been taken to keep all Germans under 
surveillance, to send away some suspicious characters, and to grant vieas (0 
Germans desiring to enter Persin only at Tehran and after exhaustive enquiry. 
‘They calculated that these measures were amply sufficient to obviate any untoward 


i 
2. ‘There was, unfortunately, some ostensible justification for the preset 

in Persia of many of the Gorman specialists, since there was much machinery 

of German origin to be installed or maintained in connexion with the Shah's 

humerous industrial schemes; and the very fact that these men, wete. nominally 

employed in undertakings in which Hi Majesty hada personal financial interest 

made it impossible for his Government, who had long ceased to resist bis 

to take more active steps, even had they wished to do so, Me 

their fear of the Shah, the Government showed i 


explosives in these ships, and were unable to accept the British contention that 
security required cither'the replacement of the Axis crews hy Persian oF the 
removal of essential parts of the machinery. In the event, these assurances were 
shown to be totally unjustified. When British troops captured Bandar Shahpur 
two of thee ships were ronk by their crews by means of the explosives which, 
with or without Persian connivance, had been concealed on board. 

3. Commercial relations between Persin and Germany were strengthened 
by the signature at the end of January of a procés-rerbat providing for the 
export fo Germany during the financial year of over 100,000 tons of Persian 
Pisce, including 20000,tons of rice, 18,000 tong of otten and 15,000 tons of 

ey, as well as of 36,000 kilog: of opinm, £4 million worth of skins and a large 
guantity of carpets About the came time the Persian Goverument requested 
is bef tion to assure the importation from India into Persia of 
‘some 30,000 tons of wheat, and. on the strength of categorical assurances both 
from the Prime Minister and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs that no wheat 
was being sent out of Persia, a licence for this order was secured, When half 
of the wheat had arrived, however, it was reported on good authority that at least 
some Persian wheat was, in fact, being exported from northern ports, and there 
‘was some reason to believe that this was being done by direct order of the Shah. 

sibly without the knowledge of the Prime Minister. ‘The Government of 
fndia therefore suspended the export of the wheat for some time, bu 








a 


‘eventually resumed in view of the of bread in Persia, and of the certainty 
which was established that the quantity of wheat exported from Persia could only 
hhave been small. 2 

4. The ontbreak in Trag of the rebellion of Rashid Ali was viewed at first 
with considerable alarm by the Persian Government, They adopted an attitude 
of uneasy neutrality, but failed to control the activities of the German Legation, 
Who longanised the despatch of parties of Germans to Northern Traq and 
Kardistan to join the rebel forces. The Government did, however, refuse 9 
transit visa to the German Minister in. Bagdad, Herr Grobba, who ‘wished to 
return to his post via Persia. Moreover, they refused on technical grounds the 
agrément as Iraqi Chargé d’Affaires in Tehran of the fanatical Nationalist 

‘alib Mushtaq; and they rejected the German demand that the Persian Govern: 
treat chould refuse to allow British warships to station themselves in. any pant of 
the Shatt-el-Arab. On the Std June, after the rebellion had been crushed, a 1a 
number of refugees from Iraq, incliding Rashid Ali himself and several of his 
Ministers, the officers forming the "Golden Square,” and the ex-Mufti of 
Jerusalem, reached Tehran, many of them in stolen cars. They took up residence 
in the principal hotels pending arrangements for other accommodation and 
immediately put themselves in touch with the German and Italian Legations 
Rashid Ali himself was finally permitted by the Persian Government to leave for 
Turkey. where he was to reside on parole. . 

5. His Majesty's Minister made repeated representations to the Persian 
Government regarding the danger which these refugees constituted, and 
requested that they should be removed to provincial towns, where they could not 
easily communicate with each other, with the zations, or with their 
‘accomplices in Persin and other countries, The Persian Government did finally 
remove some of them to Zenjan, whence, on the appreach of the Ressian forces 
fone of the most dangerous, Salahuddin Sibbagh, succeeded in escaping; the others 
fed back to Tebran, where they were subsequently arrested for deportation, but 
Sabbagh disappeared completely. On the Srd September His Majesty's Minister 
formally requested the Persian Government to hand over the Iraqi, Palestinian 
and Syrian refugees, and after some delay they todo so, Tt wag at firat 

roposed that the Iragis should be handed over to the Iraqi Government for trial, 
Par'it was finally decided that they should be taken over by the British military 
authorities for internment in Tadia or elsewhere Accordingly, they were 
despatched with their families to Ahwaz and finally intern thern 
Rhodesia. The attitude of the Persian Government in regard to the ex-Multi 
of Jernsalem was consistently unsatisfactory, but seems to haye been tho result 
of complacency rather than of deliberate obstruction. Sir R. Bullard continued 
to prest for elfective control of his moverients, stressing the serious view taket hy 
His Majesty's Government, bat received in reply only assurances that he was 
being held under the closest surveillance, Fivally, the Persian Government 
agreed to send him to Yerd, but they were too late. “At that moment the Russian 
troops were already advancing on Tehran, and the Mufti’s guards, sharing in the 


io, and perhape encouraged by Axis largesse, fled incontinently. 
Te Murti bimsslt was not slow to follow their example, and all that is known 
for certain of his subsequent movements it that at one time he took refuge 
Tapancse Legation, bt left after a few days” stay, though he may have rear 
there later. 
p.  By the end of July both His Majesty's Government and the Government 
of Ti were becoming Ine pertavie hy the direc Creat oth itary 


‘and political, which the German Column constituted for British and 
imperial interests. His Majesty's Minister and the Soviet Ambassador were 
accordingly instructed to allel repreeitations to the Persia, Govern: 
ment with a view to a substantial and immediate reduction in the German 
Community, which contained an alarmingly high proportion of notorious agents. 
‘At the «ume time His Majesty's Government and the Government of India were 
in consultation as to the use of sanctions to be applied if diplomatic pressure 
failed in its object, their opinion being that economic sanctions would he 
ineffectual by themselves and in any case would be tos slow. On- the 
16th August Sir R. Bullard and M. Smirnov addressed further representa- 
tions to the Persian Government, accompanied by detailed memoranda, 
‘They requested the Persian Government to furnish details of their programme of 
reditction of the number of Axis nationals and lists of Germans who had already 
eft or were aboat to leave the country; but stated that there was no objection to 
the retention of German specialists exsential for the economic life of the country, 
provided that they were not personally suspect, and were not employed on 
Fimmunications of in departments where their presence would be dangerous. 












































































































































7. Om the 19th August the Persian Government roplied with counter- 
proposals on an extremely limited scale, coupled with a r=fusal to supply written 
details. This reply convinced His Majesty’s Government and the Soviet 
Jovernment that. nothing more was to be hoped for from continued negotiation 
and accordingly nt 4.15.4.3t. on the 25th August the Allied representatives called 
on the Prime Minister and banded him notes showing that the patience of their 
Governments was exhausted. The British note, after summing up previous 
inconclusive negotiations, stated ;— 


“ It is evident that the Persian Government attach greater importance 
to retaining these German nationals in Persia than they attach to meeting 
ths wishes of His Majesty's Government . ... The Persian Government must 
bear full responsibility for the consequenc=s of their decision.”” 


The note concluded by stating that Hie Majesty's Government were obli 

to take appropriate measures to safeguard their own vital interests and to 

with the menace arising from the potential activities of the Germans in Persia, 

‘These: measures were in no way dircoted against the Persian people or the 

independence and territorial integrity of Persia. Military measures that might 

te taken were of & temporary nature only, and were directed solely against the 
xis, Powers 

8. Mr. Ali Mansoor repeated previous assurances that all Germans would 
be deported, and said that the programme would be accelerated. Everything, he 
urged, could be arranged amicably, if only the movements of British and Soviet 
trvops, which had just been reported to him, could be countermanded. But his 
Assurance, which was in any case of little value, came too late. British and 
Russian troops met. with very little resistance in their advance; some clashes, 
however, occurred in Khuzistan, in the course of which Admiral Bayandor, 
commanding the Persian rao was killed. As a result of naval operations at 
Bandar Shahpur six out of the eight German and Italian merchant ships were 
seized and despatched, within a week to Tndia: while a seventh, which had hoen 
sunk, was raised and also taken to India. ‘The eighth ship,” which had ben 
Down up by its ctew, was a total lows. Those metbers of the Garman and Lalian 
crews who wore at Bandar Shakpur wore taken prisoner; others, who were ot 
holiday in Northern Persia, mado good: their escape, with the exception of n few 
individuals whose arrest His Majesty's Legation were able to secure. The half. 
dozen, small gun-boats which constituted the Persian navy were either sunk or 
captured, It had not been expected that any great show of resistance would be 
made, owing to the low state of morale in the Persian armed forces, due to 
‘underfeeding, underpayment, lack of training in modern warfare, and an almost 
total absence of supply arrangements; but the rapid and complete demoralisation 
of the Persian troops, even of those not in operations, came as a geocral 
‘surprise, Some divisions melted away completely, the officers leading the rout, 
and the rank and file abandoning oF selling their arms, and making their way 
back to their villages. 

9. During. the night of August the 24th-25th His Majesty's Minister, 
assuming from indirect evidence in his instructions that hostilities were about to 
begin, sent word to, all British subjects in Tehran, who quickly assembled and 
took refuge in the legation compounds at Gulhek and in the city, Here they were 
{pied by some nationals of number of Allied Staten Poles, Caecha, aid 
Hireeks; and even by some neutrals and some German Jews who professed strong, 

ro-Ally sympathies. In all about 650 people were accommodated in the two 
gations aad thoir gardens, ‘where they remained for a foroghi, othe 
morning of the invasion the Shah seat for the British and Sovict representatives 
and asked what the two Governments wanted, They rel by referring to the 
text of the communications which they had made to the Prime Minister that 
morning. Tt was obvious that the invasion hn bee. a very great shock to the 
‘Shab, who, as it seomed to them, had been ill-informed by his Ministers and had 
been living ina world of uuzeality. The Shah compromised : on the one hand 
bio ened an absurd war communiqué “No. 1, never to be followed by No. It: 
and on the other he dismissed Mr. Ali Mansour and appointed as Prime Minister. 
Mr. Firouy ‘most the only statesman who was 


because the orders took. a 
because a Russian 
which dropped pamphlets on Tebran was fired at by the Persians, who 
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that they wore firing at two of their own aeroplanes whose pilots had refused to 
obey the order to cease fire. 


ved 
supplies across Persia 
a'n their side, His 


His Majo Minister added to this an oral 
iid also be removed—a 


a nment that he regarded 
them ‘as baying a free hand in the matter. ‘The Persian Government toget 
Fid of the five missions, and stopped their eypher and hag facilities at once: but 
they were 40 dilatory in their preparations for the departure of the missions 
that the Allies decided to miove troops to the eapital ax the only means of securing. 
this object without dangerous delay. The troops arrived in the suburbs of Tehran 
{ty never oxapied the town itself) on the morning of the 16d September. The 

itiah ‘camped on the south, the Russians on the other three sides of the 
town. In the course of the exchange of letters the Persian Government obtained 
permission to station Persian troops at certain points in the British zone of 
‘occupation (not in the Russian), but they tried in vain to xecure the immediate 
return of war material captured during the hostilities and a promise of compen 
tion for war damage. Although these letters were set aside by the occupation of 
Tohran and the negotiations for the conclusion of a treaty, they set the tone for 
the mutual relations of His Majesty's Government and the Persian Government. 
for the rest of the year. f 
11. The British zone of occupation, ax defined in the exchanige of letters, was 
to be bounded by a line running north aud east of Kermanshah and Kurramabad 
and of the oilfields of Masjid-i-Sulaiman, Haftkel and Gach Saran, and ending 
at Bandar Dulaim, on the Persian Gulf; but British troops were already in 
‘occupation of Hamadan, the Aveh Pass and Sultanabad when the negotiations 
began, and these points remained in our occupation after the troops which were 
sent to occupy the suburts of the capital had been withdrawn. The limits of the 
Russian occupation (apart from the period when the Russian troops were at 
Tehran) have been as defined in the Ietere: the line rane from Uchot through 
Zenjau to Qazvin, then up to the Caspian, whose southern shore it follows, then 
Babul, Zirab, Semnan and Shahrad and north to Aliabad, on the frontier. 
is, however, one exception to this: at the last moment the Russians 
added to their definition nn oral statement that, while Meshed would not be 
‘occupied, a certain number of acroy with ground troops to protect them, 
Le stationed outside Meshed. This was an important rider. since the 
esence of Russian troops mo near naturally affected the administration of 
|, the centre of an important province. 
12,” Even before the Allied entry into Persia it had teen debated whethor it 
id us any longer to support Reza Shah to the extent we ie in tho 
His. by dlsaitgiog he, poblinien in tes Beiied ees of say aes 
Alisparaging kim of his ngime, His Majesty's Goverament fully realised that the 
popular belief, that we maintained him on the throne for our own ends, did ns 
great harm, but they considered that his remarkable hold over his 
warranted his retention on the throne so long as we could hope to secure his 
co-operation, or at least his real neutrality. His obstinate refusal to get rid of 
(24205) D 
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the Axis nationals with reasonable speed had already shaken our hopes when 
the Allied occupation showed that he was quite incapable of dealing with the 
problems of the moment. When his parade army collapsed he made no effort 
to preveut disintegration. Moreover, he showed no consciousness of responsibility 
for the collapse of his pretentions military fagade, or of recognition of the urgent 
need for reform: even after the occupation he one day beat the Minister of War 
and the Chief of Staff with his sword for putting ap a scheme of which he 
disapproved, and threw them into prison, and he would probably have had them 
executed if he hind not had to.abdicate. Meanwhile our position had grown worse, 
since whereas the Persians expected that we should at least save them from the 
Shah's tyranny as compensation for invading their country, they found that they 
now had to bear both the foreign occupation and the Shah. The new Prinic 
Minister, Mr, Firoughi, though he realised that it would be impossible to find 
‘successor to Reza who would wield the same authority, eventually came to the 
conclusion that tho reforms which were essential could not be secured under Reza 
Shah, since, even if he promised to acoept a programme of reform, he would 
foun fetura to his old arbitrary ways and peteliee Che authors of the programtne 
Hix Majenty's Government thereapon agreed that the B.B.C. might now begin 
to give various broadcasts in Persian which had been’ prepared beforehand, 
starting with talks on constitutional government and increasing in strength 
and local colour until all Reza's mismanagement, greed and cruelty were displayed 
to-the public gaze, Iv is probable that no broadéaste have ever been received with 
more excitement and approval than these. If the Persian public approved them, 
to the Shab they gave a violent shock, and he made an unsuccessful appeal to 
Hin Majesty's Minister that these broadcasts should cease. Encouraged by. the 
lead given by the B.B.C., the Deputies in the Majlis, who had been subservient 
for 40 many years, passed a resolution addressed to the Shah. asking for reforms. 
A deputation of them was to wait upon the Shah on the 16th September, resolved 
it was alleged. to ask him to abdicate; but it is quite possible that in view of 
the fear in which they held hi would have withdrawn their request or 
beon put off with promises. Ea ing, however, the Shab received 
nows that Russian forces were advancing from Qazvin, and he signed a deed of 
abdication, drafted by Mr: Firoughi, in favour of the Crown Prince, and retired 
to Isfahan, whero a few days later be signed another deed, this time transferring 
hin property in Persia to the new Shab. 

13. Events moved so rapidly towards the end that the Shah had been 
oplaced by his eldest son before His Majesty's Government had been able to 
decide who would be the most suitable successor. The Persians were divided 
among themselves: some wanting to get rid of the Pahlevi dynasty. altogether 
{though not to go back to the Qajer), some preferring the third or the fearth son 

though aver tha sen) to the sida € even wishing Wo have cunt dt two 
youngest, aged 0 and 6 respectively, under a Regency. In the end the eldest son 
‘mieveeded because that was in accord with the Constitution and therefore less 
‘open to. objection than any other course. His Majesty's Government had 
hesitated. to commit. themselves beforehand. ‘The Crown Prince had been 


carefully excluded by his father fem participating in the work of government 


and even from contact: with the public and the foreign representatives, #0 that 
his charactor and abilities were alike nnknown to Iie Majesty's Coverament 
Moreover, bo bad'a reputation of being -pro-German, which was perhaps 
‘unjustified and, in any case, was never confirmed by anything that happened 
after his accession. His Majesty's Minister and the Soviet Ambassador could 
think of no hetter candidate, and Mr. Fironghi, who was well disposed towards 
the Allies, forecasted a constitutional régime under which the Shah woold have 
little power. His Majesty's Government, therefore, agreed that Mohamed Reza 
should be given a trial subject to good behaviour, which would include the granting 
of extensive reforms, the restoration to the nation of the property illegally 
‘acquired by his father, and the exclusion of all his brothers from P¢ ‘One 
of his first acts on assuming the throne was to send messages to Sir Reader 
Ballard, assuring him of his whole-hearted and Ioyal co-operation with Great 
Britain. “At the same time, he enauired privately whether it was the intention 
of His Majesty's Government to allow a Persian Government to administer the 
country, or whether the British and Russian Governments themselves proposed 
to do this; and stressed the fact that no Persian Government coald be expected 
to control the country when the capital was surrounded by Allied troops. 

14. To dispose of the old Shah was no easy matter. The Prime Minister, 
Mr, Firoughi, feared that, if he stayed in the county, he would not be able to 
refrain, from interference in the Government. The Shah himself wished to go 
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to South America, and an application, which was eventually, granted, was made 
to the Argentine Government, for permission for him to live there. Meanwhile, 
the wished to go to India, but the Government of India were unwilling that he 
should make even a temporary slay in that country. Eventually His Majesty's 
Government sent a vessel to Bandar Abbas for. the Royal party, which included 
all the sons except the eldest, as well as two daughters and one of the Queens. 
‘The vessel called at Bombay, where the party were, however, not allowed to land, 
and then proceeded to Mauritius The Shab appears to have brought a charge 
of tad faith against His Majesty's Government, who thereupon sent him through 
the Vicoroy a telegram saying that they bad pever that he might go to 
South America with his family; the decision that he should remain temporarily 
Mauritius was based on the requirements of the war situation; there was no 
tention of treating him asa prisoner. The new Shah showed great anxiety 
both for his father’s health and his brothers’ education, and he asked whether 
they could not be allowed to go to some place in the British Empire, ¢.g., Canada 
or Sonth Africa. His Majesty's Government sent the Shah a statement ex} 
why they had at first held it better that his father should remain in Mauritius 
SOE Sa a Stn certo pr 
agandists, journalists and politioal intrigues; but end of the year 
[rrangements had beea made for the ex Shab to reside in Canada 
15, ‘The approach of Russian troops to Tehran spread panic among all 
classes, and the Government were galvanised into giving last-minute, though 
ite Foadequate, asistance to the eflrts of His Majesty's Legation to discover 
whereabouts of Axis agents and the other members of the Axis communities, 
‘and to arrange for their immediate removal from Persia, together with that of 
the Axis Legations. On the 17th September the German Minister and his staff 
left for Germany via Tabriz, together with several hundred German women and 
children, whose husbands had already heen or were about to be deported. . The 
Journey ofthis convoy, for which traneport was only provided with the greatest 
ifficulty by the Persian authorities, was slow and dificult; and there is little 
doubt that the travellers wore treated extremely badly by the Russian forces 
Uhrough whote lines they passed, especially when they reached the frontier, where 
the Russians seized all the foreign curreney and most of the personal belonging 
of the non-diplomats and all the luggage of the members of the legation whie 
Yas not with ts owners inthe diplomatic cars, The Rumanian Changé 'AGares 
fand his staff left for Bucharest vin Bagdad, and the Bulgarian Legation for 
‘Sofia via Tabriz, ‘Two days later the Legation, with several hundred 
meinbers of the community, left for the Turkish frontier. They received far 
better treatment than the Germans at the hands of the Russians. 

16, Meanwhile, every effort was being made Jo round op the remaining 
Germans in the face of many difficulties. Tt was, however, decided £0 allow a 
certain number, nearly all of whom were Jews, known or belicved on goo! grounds 
to be hostile to the Nazi nigime, to remain at least temporarily in Tran, 
Unfortunately, the two principal German agents, Gamotta and Mayr, who were 
believed to have played an important part in the Iraqi rebellion, were not to be 
traced. It was believed that at one time they took refuge in the Japanese 
Legation, which certainly gave shelter to the Mufti of Je .. The continued 
elforts of His Majes: tion, willingly but ineflectually seconded by the 
Persian police, to lay hands on these three dangerous individuals were without 
effect, Whether they lett the country coald not be ascertained, but in any case 
no acts of sabotage occurred such as they might have been expected to arrange, 
‘and it is not necessary to presuppose the presence of Germans in Persia to account 
for the pro-German propaganda which to be heard on all sides 

17, On the 27th September the ex-Shah embarked at Bandar Abbas with 
the ex Queen Consort and seven members of the Royal family. All his real 
property had in the meantime been transferred to the State by the new Shah, who 
Also made over to various charitable objects a considerable sum out of the large 
fortane (600 million rials) lying in his father’s name in the Banque Mellie. 

18. Meanwhile, in the region of Tehran, the discipline of the Russian 
troops, which had at first been exemplary, deteriorated somewhat ch as 

received no pay that could be spent in’ Persia, where they «aw in the shops 
waiches and other articles unobtainable in Ruasia, there was an explanation, if 
not an excuse, for thefts and robberies which they may have committed. In the 
districts under Russian occupation it became almost impossible for the Persian 
Authorities to maintain order, as the Soviet authorities first disarmed the police 
land gendarmerie and then refused to belp to maintain order on the ground that 
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this would constitute interference in the civilian administration. Eventually am 
agreement was concluded for the rearming of a given number of police and 
gendarmes in occupied zones, but there were disputes as to the execution of this 
agreement. ‘The attitude of the Soviet authorities was attrituted by the Persians 
toa dofinite policy of weakening the authority of the Central Government and of 
preparing the soil for suitable ideological propaganda. 

19. “In the capital itself panic, defeatism and despair were growing daily 
stronger. Criticism of the Government was almost universal, though none of, the 
critics seemed ready to help with criticism that was not purely destructive. The 
Mollas raised their reactionary heads again, every merchant in the bazaar was 
Prepared to acept the post of Minister of Finance, every lawyer to be Minister 
of Justice, and intrigue of every kind was rife; and in the chaotic conditions 
inevitable in the sudden change-over from pare despotism to an alleged const 
tutional and democratic régime there was a general scramble for the fruits 

ch not for the responsibilities, of privilege and office. 

‘As a result of these conditions, British popularity, which had flared up 
for a moment when the Shah was removed, rapidly declined ouce more. We were 
‘almost universally blamed, chiefly for the excesses, real or alleged, of the Russian 
troops ind for their very presence on Persian soil; but also for te incompetence 
misthanngement and continued corruption of the Persian administration. The 
widespread shortage of wheat, sugar and other essential commodities was easily 
attributed to the selfish British, and no credit was for a moment given for the 


in the responsibility for any unpleasant event that may 
‘occur, Even the Persian Government, who were in possession of all the facts, 
though presed continually by His Majesty's Minister to give them publicity in 
the press and on the wireless, supinely preferred to occupy themselves with othor 
ators, regardless of the fact that their ow preatige was receiving. a corres 
ponding set-back, The abdication of Reza Shah gave a momentary Sillip to ovr 
Fepntation, but the inconveniences and privations resulting from the war in 
genoral and from the occupation in particular, soon reduced us to the position o 
permanent villain in Persian 

‘21. It was in these unfavourable circumstances that negotiations for a 
treaty of alliance between. Persia, Great Britain and Soviet Russia were 
Tnunched on their long and tortuous course. The proposal had originated with 
is Majesty's Governnent even before the overthrow of Reza Shah, and bad the 
personal approval of the Prime Minister, Mr. Firoughi, and Sir. R. Bullard wax 
Instructed on the 14th Septeruber to inform Mr. Eiroughi and his Minister for 
rowers to conclude such & 

treat 

Axis 


Porsian Government to earry on with the adi 
notes were obviously directed against the Soviet Government and bad an 
Uunfortunate effect on M. Smirnov, which did not predispose him to treaty negotin~ 
tions, though be had hitherto appeared to share the opinion of His Majesty's 
Minister, that the proximity of the Allied troops to the capital tended to 
demoralise the Persian Government and to create the risk that Allies might 
be dragged into the administration first of Tehran and then of the whole country. 
‘Tho Soviet Government, however, accepted the British draft treaty, which was 
communicated to the Persian Government officially on the 17th October. On the 
Same day British and Russian troops withdrew from the neighbourhood of 
Tehran. 

‘22. ‘The examination of the draft by the Persian Government was now 
adversely affected by the Russian withdrawal in the Ukraine, which, to the minds 
Of the majority of the Persians, seemed likely to result in the early occupation 
Of the Cancasts by the German forces. When the German community was ejected 
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from Persia, they de 
months. This fear o 


iY agents, of whom the great majority were the 
selves Persians, certain of the invincibility of German arms, seduced by German 
Id, and looking for reward, or at least boping for immunity if the country 
id be occupied by the Germans. Moreover, it seemed certain that to reconcile 
the Persian public to an alliance with the traditional enemy—Russia—would 
Brow an almost superhman task in view of the reports (asually exaggerated) of 
the behaviour of the Russian troops. ‘The Prime Minister himeaf was old tired 
and preocenpied with grave problems of internal security, food shortage ‘and a 
financial deficit, Universally respected though he was, he had neither the 
physical strength nor the forceful personality necessary to reconcile the divisione 
in a pusillanimous Cabinet. ‘The negotiations initiated in this uneasy atmos 
plete recalled those which led up to the conclosion in a. 969 of the Treaty of 
ra, as to which Gibbon observes :— 


“<The crafty Persian delayed, under varions pretences, the conclusion 
of the agreement, started difficilties, required explanations, suggested 
expedients, receded from his concessions, increased his demands, and wasted 
days in the arts of negotiation. 


Painful experience was to demonstrate 1,000. years Inter that the modern 
Porsian has lost no whit of the cunning of his ancestors; while the laborious 
Beesies of parliamentary procedure, imperfealy, understood even by the 

Ministers of State, caused an unexpected delay of yet another month at the last 
moment, The Prime Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and a few 
colleagues who were not insensible to the advantages which the treaty would 
bring to their country did their inefficient best to pass it through a corrupt aud 
grasping Majlis; but the determination of the Prime Minister to allow a full 
tnd free discussion of the treaty, 0 that no one could subsequently accuse him of 
having passed it through under pressure, and the fear and greed of the Depnties, 
$0 Tar peda the progress of negotiations that at the end ofthe yar the treaty 
itself, though initialled by the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 15th December, 
Yeas sl far from receiving the endorsement of the National Assembly. 

38, The treaty ae initialed in December and as signed in the following 
month (for the only result of the subsequent debates in tho Majlis wan tho 
addition of an annex of no great importance) contained undertakings by Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union to respect the territorial integrity, sovervignty and 
political independence of Persia, jointly and severally to defend Persia from all 
Aggression on the part of Germany or any other Power, to withdraw their troops 
from Persian territory not later than nix months’ after the conclusion of 
hontilities or of peace, whichever should be the earlier, and, to do their host to 
safeguard the economic existence of the Persian poople against the privations 
and difficulties arising out of the present war. On their side, the Persian 
Government undertook to co-operate with the Allies in the defence of Persin, the 
assistance of the Persian forces being limited, however, to the maintenance of 
internal security on Persian territory; to give the Allies full facilities and 
‘assistance (1) for the passage of troops or supplies from one to the other, (2) in 
the matter of commnnications, and (3) in securing material and labour; ‘and to 
co-operate in the censorship measures required. ‘The Persian Goverument also 
gave the Allies the right to maintain in Persian territory land, sea and air forves 
in such number as they might consider necessary. 

‘2. As originally drafted by the Foreign Office, the treaty requited the 
‘assistance of the Persian forces in the defence of Persia, thongh only on Persian 
soil, but the Cabinet feared that this would frighten the population and 
preferred a less dignified provision restricting the role of the Persian army to 
the maintenance of internal order provision which only the Shah, and per 
some army officers, seemed to consider derogatory to the Persian army. The 
Persian Government secured various minor amendments desigued either to 
the susceptibilities of the Persian people or to compel the Allies (and particn- 
larly the Russians) not to interfere in the internal administration or with the 
norinal economic life of the poople, and they induced His Majesty's Government 
to reduce from twelve to six months the period during which the Allied troops 
must leave Persia after the war. There was much debate about article 6. Fach 


side undertook pot to adopt in its relations with foreign countries an attitude 


Prejudicial to the other, and, a, the Allies undertook to consult. the 
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Persian Government in all matters affecting the direot interests of Persia. ‘The 
Persian Government tried in vain to enlarge the scope of this last provision in 
order to sectire full representation at any peace conference or conferences. His 
Majesty's Government, for reasons, some of which it would not bave been 
expedient to explain to the Persian Government (e.g., the possible effect upon 
Egypt and Iraq), could not go so far, but the Allies did give some satisfaction 
to Persia in an annex which included the assurance that they would do their best 
to ensure that Persia should be represented on a footing of equality in any peace 
negotiations directly affecting her interests. An important annex (No. 2) 
cousisted of a letter to be addressed to the British and Soviet representatives in 
Persia by the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that the Persian 
Government would consider it contrary to their obligations under the clause about 
the attitude to be adopted towards foreign Powers, to maintain diplomatic 
relations with any State which was in diplomatic relations with neither of the 
Allied Powers. “This wording was adopted so as to prevent the closing of, 
4. the Netherlands Legation, whose Government was not in diplomatic relations 
with the Soviet Government, but it was defcetive in one important respect : it 
secured the closing of the Vichy Legation, but not the closing of the Jay 
Legation, which had to be secured later by other means. ‘The treaty provided for 
the conchiston of subsidiary agreements of an ecotiomic and financial nature. The 
Persian Government wished to embody in the treaty some of the favours they had 
in mind, but the Allied Governments would not commit themselves it advaiice. 

ata. While the treaty negotiations ware in progress the Prime, Minister 
effected minor changes im the Government, which had been accused by the people, 
ot, without reaon, of tepreentiog the old régime of opprewion, corruption 
‘and subservience to the will of a despot. Popular clamoar was directed even more 
loudly aginst the Matis, on the same g and with even greater justification, 
‘The Prime Minister, however, hesitated to dissolve the Majlis, not only because 
this could not have beon effected without a technical breach of the Constitution, 
but also because he feared that the areas in Soviet occupation might return 
Communist Deputies, 

25. The Government that found itself responsible for the conduct of affairs 
after tho abdication of Reza Shah had no lack of problems on its hands It had 
to regularise its relations with the Allies and to struggle with the criticism 
released by the fall of the despot; while the problems of the food supply, the 
financial situation and the growing insecurity in various parts of the country 
ve them no reepite 


and this shortage was accetituated by the lack of security and of i 
after the occupation, which resulted in a reduction of the quantity of sugar 
tarried to the factories. Great efforts were made by His Majesty's. Govern. 


‘ment, on grounds both of humanity and of policy, to send supplies of wheat and 
sugar to Persia as soon a6 posi after the occopation, and by the cad of the 
‘year they had despatched about 45,000 tons of wheat and 38,000 tons of sugar. 
‘of which about 38,000 and 15,000 tons respectively had been already landed 
Persian ports. This creditable result did not prevent the Persian 

from Berlin from alleging that the Allies, and especially the British, were 
removing food supplies from Persia, and these alleszations easilysecured acceptance 
in the suspicious minds of many Persians; and on one occasion the mistaken belief 
that it was the British military authorities who were removing. from Hamin 
wheat, which waa, in fact, taken away by the Persian Government for the civil 
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tion elsewhere, led to a hostile demonstration, in which stones were flung 
Persians at British troops, who eventually lind to fire, and thereby caused 1 
th of several of the wtrators. Publication of the facts and ocular 
evidence eventually weakened, if it did not eradicate, the belief that His 
Majesty's Government were taking the Persian's food away. 

BF. The financial situation was already tad at the tive of the ooupation 
The budget for the current year was largely imaginary, and the new Minister 
of Finance estimated that income had been over-estimated by some 500 million 
Fials and expenditare underestimated by n like amount. ‘The falling-off of 
imports reduced seriously the yield from customs duties—a tendency’ which 
increased when the military operations of August brought about a temporary 
break-down in the customs and frontier administrations; while tho military and 
Political events af the period combined to create an atmosphere of uncertainty 
and lawlessness particularly unfavourable to the regular collection of taxes of 
any kind. The attitude of the Soviet authorities was also unhelpful. One of their 
first acts, after the occupation, was to require the Persian Government to open 
in their favour a credit of 80 million rials. Under the agreement concluded this 
‘sum was to be wiped off by the importation of Soviet goods for the Persian 
Government, but some including some wheat—were imported, 
the Soviet authorities sold thei to merchants in'order to secure rials, thereby 
not only leaving the credits outstanding, bat also pocketing the taxes wl 
‘ought to have been collected by the Persian Government. The Persian Govern- 
ment effected some economies, ¢.g., by stopping work on some of the less important 
industrial schemes in pi ibut these were offset by large increases of pay 

ranted to the army and the civil service ns an encouragement to honesty. 

‘nding themselves tn this financial morass, the Government tended to Jook to 
the Allies (especially to His Majesty's Government) to extricate them by means 
of vaguely-conceived financial and economic assistance to be afforded under the 
supplementary agreements provided for in the treaty. 

28. ‘There is one virtue that no one denies Reea Shah : in his reign Taw and 
‘onder were maintained as never before in Persin. ‘The roads wore safe, and the 
severe treatment which had been meted ont to the tribes and the removal of all 
the more important leaders to other districts kept down the tribal troubles which 
for many years before his accession had kept the Central Government in a chronic 
state of paralysis. Within a month or so the situation changed. A. foreign 

wwasion weakened the authority of the Tehran Government and of the local 
administrations; the gendarmerie, hated for their depredations (the harassed 
population made no allowance for the fact that the gendarme’s wage was not 
enough to live on and that his officers stole a large part even of that wage), found 
themselves faced with growing resentment, while the authority on which it had 
rested was melting away; Reza Shah abdicated, and his army disintegrated; the 
desertion of thousands of men from the army, with their arms, supplied with 
modern rifles large stretches of country which had for years been almost com- 
pletely disarmed: and the release by the Government of most of the tribal leaders 
eho had been kept in Tehran in prison of under supervision, while it did credit 
to the reforming zeal of the Fironzhi Government, ervated here and there centres 
af ambition and digontant which were fall of danger to the State—a danger 
accentuated by the fact that one or two leaders which not even M. Firoughi had 
i #9, Nasir Khan of the Qashgai, managed to escape. ft is not 
that in these circumstances the roads in the nnocapied areas became 
rhe least safe: was probably the Tond from Isfahan to Bushire. His 
Majesty's Legation lent their assistance by encouraging the Government to 
remove the most corrupt and brutal of the gendarmerie officers and, when the 
law raising the pay of all public servants was finally passed, to sce that the 
gendarmes received the increase. The rehabilitation of the army was a more 
serions business, and it is fortunate for the Persian Government that only in 
Kurdistan were its troops called upon during the first few months of the ew 
régime to undertake serious military operations, 

29. ‘The number of men in the army had been greatly reditced by 
desertion during and immediately after the invasion, and the problem was how 
to fill the gaps. Conscription was perhaps the most deeply hated of all Persian 
institutions, mainly because of the corruption of the recruiting. officers, and 
His Majesty's Legation, like very many Persians, would have liked to ace it 
replaced by a system of voluntary recruitment. Most of the Persian officers, 
however, maintained that even if the army was to be reduced considerably 
below its former figure, it conld not be maintained by voluntary recruitment, 
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to pay rates which would attract recruits would be too costly, and even then 
it would be the out-of-work in the towns who wauld enlist, and not the peasants, 
who were the best material. An attempt—no one can say how serious—wax 
actually made to find voluntary recruits to fill some of the gaps, but only a 
few score men were secured in this way, The country, therefore, returned 
reluctantly to conscription, hut owing partly to prevailing disorder,” partly to 
the Russian refusal to allow conscription to be applied in the provinces oceapied 
by their troops, and partly to the fact that large parts of the tribal areas were 
not in effective control, conscription could be applied only, to the unfortunate 
few, and the tanks of the army were still considerably depleted at the end of 
the year 

0. Half-hoarted efforts wore made to restrict the worst abuses in. the 
application of conscription and in the army generally; certain of. the more 
notoriously corrupt officers of the old régime were retired; a few well-educated 
senior officers with relatively good moral reputations, bat lacking the force of 
character of their unprincipled predecessors, were lrought into the General 
Stafl at Army Headquarters; and various schemes of reorganisation to suit the 
limited réle of responsibility for internal security only that had been allotted 
to the army in the draft treaty were di ‘and pat on paper. The hollowness 
of the army's. pretensions. and its unworthiness. of the admirable modern 
equipment with which it bad been furnished at enormous expense to the country 
had been shamefully exposed by its, performance in the face of Russian and 
British troops. Noone could expect that the Persians should fight to annihilation 
‘against two powerful enemies, but that does not excuse the officers. who, wit 
ome honourable exceptions, fled tho field—usnally in order of seniority—without 
thought for their mon. The defects in the army were clear even to the Persians 
themselves. On the moral side they were an absence of a sense of daty 
on the part of the officers, either to their country or their men, and on the part 
of the soldier in the ranks dislike and distrust of his officers. On the material 
‘sido there was a conaplete lack of services for the supply of rations or munitions 
to troops in action, of for the treatment and evacuation of sick and wounded. 

‘SL Only drastic action could hope to remedy the moral defects 20 
flagrantly exposed, but the army had been for so long a. law unto itself and 
free ftom any control except that of the ex-Shab, that no Minister ould be 
found with sufficient courage to grasp the nettle, " Moreover, the young Shab, 
who had hinself been trained as an officer and had consequently deeply felt 
its humiliation, was also an obstacle, for although he admitted to His Majesty 
Mininter that there was corruption and ervelty in the army, be was inclined 
{o resent concrete criticism oF the suggestion that his corps of ollicere needed 
heavy pruning and some exemplary punishment 

‘32. Appeal was made to fajesty’s Legation to assist in remedying 
the material defects. The most urgent need was for transport to give the army 
some mobility and so to avoid the necessity of maintaining large garrisons in 
Rumerous detachments in the provinces Our military authorities “were, 
however, too short of transport themselves to justify halding out any hope to 
the Persian Government of any motor vebicles being available in the near future 

58 By October th disintegration and demoralsation of the Persian forces 
hind roached a very low level rtions with arms were so common that in 
most units the arms were kept permanently under lock and key. Sufficient 
reliable troops could, not be found to provide parties to pursue deserters or 
{o operate against brigands. Officers were sullen and defeatist, By the end of 
the ear there had been some slight improvement, which showed itself ina 
reduction in the number of devertions and a slightly less passive attitude in 
the face of rebels and robbers, 

3A. Although there are in the army officers with sufficient technical 
Knowledge to plin the necessary reforms and reorganisation, it was obvious 
that those who had the will to carry them out had little hope of success in any 
reasonable time without the help of a mission of foreign advisers. The main 
task of the latter would be to bases, to restore morale, to endeavour to 
climinate the strong pro-German sentiments and to soothe the resentful feelings 
of the humiliated olfcers, 

39, By the end of the year no progress had been made towards securing 
such» mission, In the army there was some strong opposition—Persian milita 
‘vanity does not readily admit the need for foreign advice; but there is litt 
Soubt that a mission of, say, American officers would find considerable 
within the army, Without considering possible Russian objections, it was 
that @ mission of British officers could effect little owing to the ill-feeling 
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toward the British that ‘was repretably common within the army. This is 
due to the humiliation that it had undergone and its consequent sense of 
inferiority; to resentment at our association with the Russians; and to ite 
admiration for German achievements. 

36. Little improvement was effectod in this respect, but by the end of the 
year the General Staff were evolving a scheme of re-organisition into small 
mixed brigades which, if the necessary transport could be found, scemed well 
suited to present needs. 

‘37. The necessity to define our attitude towards the tribes was made 
evident even before the occupation, when 4 Qushyguli chief approached His 
Majesty's. Vice-Consul at Shiraz “and offered his services to the British 
Government. It was accentuated after the occupation, when signs of tribal 
‘unrest appeared immediately in Fars, Dashti and Tangistan, «and above all in 
Southern Kurdistan, where the Persian officials fled or were ejected and the 
area remained in the hands of the Kurds, who not only indulged their tendency 
to pillage but tention to use the opportunity to keep 
their count 
Wavell to 


the Persian Government in its efforts to restore 0 
Urging them to take serious steps to remedy tribal gricvaoes, was particularly 
‘necessary in to Kurdistan, where any encouragement given ty os to the 
Kurds would have given great offence to the Turkish Government, who, 
having had what almost amounted to a civil war with the Turkish Kurds a few 
years before, would have irded Leas eer ‘of the Persian Kurds as a 
Afaace incitement to the Kurdein Turkey. That this isnot exaggerated is proved 
taTiie auspicton and ansioty with which the Turkish Goverameat rogarded events 
1 Recrteajan, where they believed that the Soviet athorities were lending’ at 
least passive encouragement to the Kurds by preventing the Persian Goverament 
from using adequate armed forces to maintain order, and where the visit of a 
[itciderable nusbber of Kurdish chiefs to Baku in response to a Soviet invitation 
that the encourayement was to some extent positive, Towards the end 
Of the year it seemed to His Majesty's Legation that some open step) must be 
‘taken to dissociate His Majesty's Government from the claims which some of the 
Kurdish leaders were undoabtedly making in order to secure su that the 
Kanlish movement was viewed with sympathy by the British, Accordingly, a 
statement was printed and eventolly ove te areas in revolt by Persian 

lanes, stating that the policy o' fajesty se Government was to encourage 
the Beruen Govesament to festore thet aot Rardin while redreing 
all legitimate grievances: of the mulation ; Petrone denying that any 
Support was being given to the rebel leader, Hama Rashid. ‘This statement gave 
weRefcton to the Turkish and. Persian Goveraments, though the Persians 
considered that our statement sht to have repudiated all the Kurdish rebels 
ee eer Siiaply Hama Rashid. Hama (or Mubammad) Rashid was, however, the 
imainspring of the Kush revolt. Hee tlieved to be of Tragt origin, but he 
teed to own considerable properties in Persian Kurdistan ‘were taken 
from him in the time of Reza Shab and he bad taken refuge in Iraq. He visited 
Hiss Majesty's Embassy in Bagdad in October, where he sought. for sympathy and 
declaned that never again would the Kurds accopt Persian rule, but, in spite of 
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the discouraging reply he received. he nevertheless entered Persia and embarked 
‘upon military operations against the Persians which were still in progress at the 
end of the: year. ‘These operations went rather better than we’ hed expected, 
partly because an ineffective General Officer Commanding, Mugaddam, was 
teplaced by # more active man, Shahbakhti, and partly because we not oly gave 
no encouragement to the Kurds but, by releasing our Persian prisoners of war, by 
collecting and handing over to the Persians considerable quantities of rifles which 
had been given or sold to the population by deserting Persian troops, and by 
strengthening the morale of the Persian officers by our general attitude. we helped 
to get the Persian army on its feet again. 

39. It is curious that after the efforts made by His Majesty's Government 
for 0 many decades to keep the Russians beyond the northern frontiers of Persia, 
4 Joint Anglo- Russian occupation of Persia should have ben brought about mainly 
at the instigation of His Majesty's Government. ‘The occupation was necessary, 
in order to root out the strong Axis influence in Persia and to. establish cots: 
‘munications for supplies to Russia; but the fact that the British and Russian 
forces were brought into direct contact, and in Persia above all places, created 
situation which called for caroful handling. British and Hussian troops 

‘ated in Peraia in the 1914-18 war, but before serious contact was established 
the Kerensky revolution had occurred, the Russian army was beginning to 
disintegrate, and serious difference between Russian and Hritish interest was 

Jonger to he feared. In 1941 the situation was quite different. 

40. ‘The Russians seem to have used unduly violent measures, and to have 
prolonged them unnecessarily. when they occupied the Northern Provinces; they 
‘ako requisitioned motor transport, both public and private, very greedily and 
never returned. it; and they carried off about 250 Persian officers whom they 
eventually decided to keep in detention until the treaty should be signed: but their 
behaviour as an ing Power was, on the whiole, surprisingly good. The 

to holieve and to spread the wildest stories of Russian 
atrocities, and such incidents as the removal of the furniture from a Persian 
Government tnslding. or an. aeasiooal robbery ya, Red soldier, during’ the 
occupation of the suburhs of Tehran, wore multiplied and exaggerated by fear and 
malevolence. Even wilder reports seem to have been spread outside Persia, and 
His Majesty's Legation were called upon to report on alleged massacres of 
Persians and acts of sacrilege at the Shiah shrines—stories without any founda: 
tion whatsoever. Perhaps the worst feature of the Soviet occupation was the 
treatment of the forces of law and order. ‘There is something to he said for the 
exclusion of Persian troops, whose officers were believed to he on the whole pro. 
German, from the areas ooeupied by the Soviet forces, but it is dificult to defend 
the Soviet policy of first disarming the gendarmerie and 
to assist in the maintenance of order on t 
in the internal affairs of Persia, Slow) 


imported certain quantities 
piece-goods for the civil population, their influense on the 
been in the main bad, The 


astro, ane in api 
of wheat, sugar at 

economic life of the country would seem to 
devices which they used in order to obtain rials for which they could not have 
produced foreign exchange, have been described above {barngraph 27); they 


tageous to themselves the definition of 
ing as still German all yoods of German origin found 
3 already German any of Persian origin, wherever 
found, which it had been intended to export to Germany. This led to innumerable 
complaints by the Persian Government, who alleged privately that the only 
claimants who ever obtained satisfaction were those who paid bribes to the 
Soviet officials concerned. ‘The country north of the Tabriz Tehran--AMeshed line, 
which normally contributes about two-thirds of the total revenue of Persia, paid 
very littl in taxes after the occupation, and this was attributed to the fact that 
whore not occupied it was at least influenced by Soviet troops. Moreover, no 
wheat came to Tehran from Azerbaijan, which is in normal times one of its main 
sources of supply, and thi Hocking ofthe normal channel of food was certainly 
supported by the Soviet authorities, who alleged that there was, in fact, no su 

of wheat in’ Azerbaijan. = 4 — 


41. The Rassians were naturally accused by the Persians of having political 
designs upon the northvof Persia, at least upon Azerbaijan, though it seems 
unlixely that the Sovieé Government would decide to, remein in occupation of 
Azerbaijan at the end of the war, in violation of the pledges in the draft treaty, 
‘when it would be just as easy to stir up trouble in Persia at any later time and to 
find a humanitarian pretext for the spontancous adhesion of Azerbaijan to the 
Soviet Union. There was, in fact, little sign of any coherent Soviet, policy. 
In December the Turkish Ambassador stated that the Soviet. nr had 
declared that even after the signature of the treaty, the Government would 
‘continue to show particular interest in three questions (1) the nationalisation af 
the property of the late Shab, (2) u reduction in taxation, 8) the felaxatin of 
administrative centralisation. ‘This statement seems to have been an echo of a 
similar one which M. Smirnov made to the Prime Minister soon after the 
‘occupation: on that o®casion he also suggested that fresh elections ought to be 
hheld—upon a broader and more representative basis, Tt ix natural that the 
Soviet Government should favour the retention by the Persian State of the lands 
of the late Shah, as against the polic siopied of returning them to the original 
‘owners. The third proposition might be held by the Persians to justify their 

icion that the Soviet Government had encouraged a separatist movement in 

‘abriz against. the Central 

ait i equally true that the rich 

wince of Azerbaijan ike other provi 

hoglected, nnd that at the distant sound of the Russian: approach all the 
important Persian officials fled to Tehran, abandoning their offices and their 
human charges with complete callousness. On the other band, the Persian 
Government make a good case: the Russians would not allow Persian troops to 
go to Tabriz or Rezaich; they disarmed the civil security forces and, when they 
fllowed them to be rearmed, limited their number; individual commissars 
‘encouraged the use of Turki instead of Persian, and newspapers, films, plays and 
concert in Turki were provided under Soviet auspices and, nally, a number 

Kurdish chiefs were invited—pressingly, in some easee—to pay’ a visit 
Gain This vit was subecqueaily dencetbed ty. Bt. Molotov to See’ Ballard, 
‘who saw him in Moscow when be went there to report to the Secretary of State, 
fs purely cultural, but it might well have aroused suspicion in more trustful 

le than the Persians. gebeareng 
PeE{2. The Soviet Government profited by the occupation to increas. very 
considerably their consular representation in Persia. In October or November 

requested permission to establish consular posts at many places, including 
Tabriz, Meabed and Resht in the north, and Shitas, Bandar Abbas, Isfahan, 
Kermanshah, Ahwaz and Khorramshabr in the south.’ The posit 


themselves on the pri . 

conwolar post at Tabriz and Sead mi 
Government was allowed to have consular posts ki 
that, as for the other places, the matter would be examined, The Soviet Govern- 
meni eventually said that they were prepared to agree in principle to the exten- 
sion of Persian consular representation in Russia, but not during the war; and 

‘appointed consular officers to Tabriz and’ Meshed, and ‘then requested 
authorisation for consular posts in what they described as the "‘ second group "* 
‘of places, which included only two in the south, vis., Ahwaz and Kermanshah, 
‘The Persian Government had to give way. ‘The Foreign Olice, while like the 
Government of India, apprebensive about the spread of Soviet influence. in 
Persia, decided that ‘since we already had about a dozen consular posta in 
Persia when the Russians had had only one, it was for the Persians, not for us, 
to counter the Russian demands by an appeai to the principle of reciprocity. By 
the end of the year the Soviet Consulate at Kermanshah was being opened and a 
representative of the Soviet Trade Delegation had appeared at Ahwaz, 

43. Anglo-Soviet relations were—all things considered—quite good. His 
Majesty's Minister was fortunate in that, just at the beginning of the Russo. 
German war, the Soviet Ambassador in Tehran, a railway engineer who had 
never been known to make any but purely conventional remarks to any diploraatic 
colleague, was replaced by an able and agreeable young man, M. Smirov, who 
had spent tn Berlin, fist as assistant press attaché, and later a8 
counsellor to the Soviet Embassy’ In Meshed the Soviet military authorities 
Showed the ‘suspicion of His Majesty's Consal-General, to sich an extent 
that an for co-operation had to be made to the Soviet Government by 





























































































































Mr. Eden, though before the instructions from Moscow, which were eventually 
sent could reach Mfesed, the attade of the Sovit mileary authorities there 
ad altered completely on the arrival from Tudia of the firt consignment of jute 
and shellac for’ Russia by the Zahidan route." General Novikes, wha was. fs 
command of the Soviet troops in the west, though blandly evasive’ whenever his 
British comrades-in-arms asked for information, was personally fall of friendli 
ness and hospitality. ‘The Soviet troape, both oficers and men, seem to have bee 
ltstounded at the casy and friendly telations existing hetween the officers. and 
tien in the British and Indian forces. it was obvious that the opinions instilled 
Into them by ficial Soviet propaganda was badly shaken. The. Sore 
authorities, however. found much in our official actions to feod their suspicions 
Tt was unfortunate that the fact that the Russians are suspicious had apparently 
‘not been communicated to the British military and air authorities. Bepresen- 
tatives of the air command would arrive, sometimes unannounced, wlth, the 
statement that they were going to reconnoitre the aerodrotnes in the Soviet z00e! 
& party of British journalists and photographers from ‘Bagdad. went. t 
‘Azerbaijan without seeking ‘the permission of the Soviet authorities, and. 
finaly, dhres British oficere with four lorries Blled with Indian troops arrived at 
‘Tabris from Bagdad, unannounced, to reconnoitre the roads in the Russian zone 
up to the Soviet frontier, and had to be ignominously withdrawa in the face of 
Russian objection. The argument of the British authorities responsible for these 
incidents seems to bo that, nines the object in every case was the promotion of the 
common canso, the Soviet authorities iad no need to worry or object. ‘The answer 
to this is that the ‘Soviet authorities considered themselves capable of 
econnoitring their own roids and aerodromes, and probably. not having. beet 
allowed by their Government to forget the ""fatentian ” of Great Britatn ard 
ather Powere after the last war, regarded our curicaity on the subject 

to bw directed against the Soviet Union ax much ax against Germany, At one 
momont the Government of Thdia teeame slightly alarmed at the. advance at 
Rumian, trope to the south of ‘Mesbed and wecured the neceplance ty. His 
Majesty's Government of a proposal to send at least a token force to” Zaid 
ot poasbly Birjand should it prove necessary, the Russians, however, withdrew 
10 he praect was ot ared nt eet. 

44." bout a month after the occupation the economis state of Persia seemed 

to tao unfavourably afete by laa Soviet pai that His Majesty 
suggested that a permanent conimuasion should be set up in Tehran with Br 
find Persian members to deal with all non-military questions arising oat of the 
‘Sceupation. ‘The Soviet Ambasuador declared himeslf to be in favour of this 
sete personally bit was viously willing to take action” What was wanted, 
in Sir R Bullard’e opinion, was a Soviet commissar with wide powers to undo 
tho kot tid by Sorte stupidity and tear of responalit” The proposal wae 
supported by His Majesty's Government, but the Soviet Government preferred 
to leave auch mattors to the British and Soviet representatives in Tehran to deal 
with. Tt is possible that the Soviet Government feared to find themselves in a 
Permanent winority in such a tripartite committee, and, indeed, great discretion 
would havo been required on the part of the British representative. In point of 
Tact, His Maj! ster avoided all Persian attempts to drag His Majesty's 
Government into Soviet-Persian disputes, thoogh at times His Majesty's Secretary 
of State had to bring arguments to bear upon M. Maisky in order to effect an 
improvement in the bebaviour of the Russians io Persia. The British in Persia 
were doing theit best to asst the Soviet effort by pushing through the largest 
Posie gdantty of wad Th United Kingdom Commercial Corperatin, whose 
riginal business kad been to buy up goods of which the enemy had urgent need. 
Sow ‘eet: apa huge’ ruad-trameport orpanication. forthe earriaps-cf? goods to 
Russia. Skilled railway olficiaks from India and elsewhere were despatched to 
Persia soon after the occupation : by the end of the year they had already effected 
great changes for the better in railway administration, and large numbers of 
Workshops and operational personnel were on the way, and locomotives and 
wagons were beginning to arrive AN enormous scheme of road repair and 
Improvement was embarked upon, on routes by which goods could be carried 
to Htwsa. ‘The quantity of al carried ip 1041 however, was uo so great 
1 wo aroine any ivy grate in the Soviet autboritin dee, he ere 
Inclined to gird at real or imaginary delays, and the Soviet railway commission 


was mancuvring to try to obtain a larger, if not a preponderant, share in ths 
‘managewent of the north-to-sonth railway. 

45. In mid-October a secret message was received from the new Shah. 
saying that he would like to se His Majesty's Minister fairly often, alone and 
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‘without the knowledge of the politicians: he felt that some of his Ministers 
distort the truth for their own ends, and mentioned various ‘constitutional 
‘and administrative questions on which he would like Sir R. Bullard’s advice 
He wished, bo said, to have the support of the British Empire and to work in 
Elem agreement with His Majesty's Legation with the greatest discretion. His 
Majests's Minister replied that. while he would ask for instructions, he was 
sure that it would not be possible for him to be received without, the knowledge 
‘of the Persian Cabinet and of the Soviet Ambassador. The Shah then sent 
word that he realised the difficulty for a Minister, but hoped that the counsellor 
Inight ste him-—eay twice a week. His Majesty's Minister, reported to he 
Foreign Office, saying that while he sympathised with the Shah's wish to learn 
how test to acrve hie country, that object could not be attained by the attachmont 
‘of the Shah to one Power exclusively. Sir R. Bullard foresaw obvious 
o frequent visits, whether secret of open: the Shah would tend to 
Majesty's Government more and more as a bulwark against Soviet 
Rossin, and on the other hand might be encouraged to feel that he understood 
public business and to intervene in the ‘aflairs of Government. The Shah had 
yet to consolidate his position, theugh criticism was dying down, and should 
Tollow a non ical role. If he became pablicly identified with His Majesty's 
Government 1d suffer for our real or alleged mistakes and we for his; 
our relations with the Persian Government would be embarrassed, and the 
Soviet Government would have ground for their so far baseless suspicions and 
might set dangerous forces in motion. Sir R, Bullard concluded by suggesting 
that the Shah should see all foreign representatives and all pers of 
distinction, so that if he happened to see the British rather more often than 
‘thers. it would hardly be noticeable. This policy was approved by the Foreign 
Office. In fact the Shah did see ‘Majesty’s Minister and the counsellor, 
for one good reason oF aniother, several times before the end of the year, besides 
tine te the military attaché an audience at which he talked very frankly. 
fic did not, unfortunately, adopt the practice of seeing the heads of ottier foreign 
mina nod a9 mised an oppartanity te gat more general conception of 
world affairs. Whenever he did see the head of a foreign mission he made 
2 good impression. He showed perhaps disproportionate interest in. the army, 
bat this wae natural in view of his own army service and of the importance 
which his father had attached to military affairs | In Gin polities he showed 
his wisdom, firstly in accepting whole-heartedly. the necessity to. work with the 
‘Allies, and secondly in maintaining that his Government wore Iuerming thoir 
rants ae coll es that of their allies, by their failure to rupport it by active 
ro-Ally propaganda. f 
Pree Mine Berlin. broadcasts in Persian continued to exercise a reat 
influence upon the classes of the popnlation which have access to wireless 
aaaeece. ad news items from Axis sources continued to appear in the local 
Prose though in'm much smaller proportion than before the occupation, Tt 
Pes taht better ta reduce the proportion gradually rather than to atop all 
wae Tho eT press at once. The treaty provided for the establishment 
GFE complete tripartite censorship. ‘The offical application of this provision 
Pad to avait the signature of the treaty in Jansiary 1942, bat a complete scheme 
Tor the censorship. was sanctioned, early in November, und although. the Chief 
British Censor did pot arrive until the 30th December, and then ‘without any 
staff, a good beginning was made minofficially with the control of telegrams and 
fia Persian Government even agreed, though with some reluctance, to abandon 
Completely all wireless communication with Axis countries. With the assistance 
cree eciccwsion of volunteer helpers a censorship of outgoing. press messages 
qos ect up. and if that did not work to the complete satisfaction of the foreign 
Journalists this may be attributed partly to the fact, that messages, are hound 
sere Melayed and often badly blue-pencilled which hare to. run the gauntlet 
‘of three separate censors, one of whom is Russian and another Persian, So 
Shack Tor the negative influences on public opinion, jn the Allied interest. On 
The postive side offorts were being made which, were to convert into a large 
Public Relations Bure what bad been the ofie of one overworked prove attaché, 
‘47. At the end of 1941 Mr. Firoughi, who had been called in by Reza Shah 
immaliately after the Allied invasion of Persia, was stil in power. Tll-health 
{tmmodin‘ely aly disinclination for the rough-and-tumble of political life would 
‘iy have fed him to resign, but for a disintorested. patriotism rare among 
robably batech induced. hin. to stay in power in. onder. to carry the treaty 
through, "Being naturally in favour of democratic institutions, and having 
fhrongh. of the principal opponents of the despotism set up hy Rera Shab, he 
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considered himself bound to work with the Majlis and above ail not to force 
them to pass the treaty or even to cut down the maximum period allowed by 
the Majlis for diseussion. He was, however, completely disillusioned by the 
attitude of the deputies, who were it fact below even the Persian average’, For 
years no free elections had taken place ; the form was gone hut the 
Candidates were nominees of Reza Shah's and were never opposed. Few of 
them would have been elected but for the orders, and many were dishonest 
time-servers. of a low type. All of them bad served merely to countersign 
bara 2 sent per by ee de Mp eer and it was revolting to 
see the passion for liberty which svized these former sycophants ow. that it 
could be indulged in without danger. Bills of great’ urgency, such as the 
Hoarding Bill and the Bill for the Return of the late Shah's Estates to the 
Original Owners, made very slow p' mainly because of the personal 
interest of many of the deputies, and the attitude towards the treaty was 
timorous and-pettifogging. It was too much to hope that men chosen by Reza 
Shah for their subversion would now show independence in face of the general 
attitude of the Persian public, which was pro-German rather than pro-All 
‘The great Russian offensive which began ‘in December, and eapectally. the 
recovery of Rostov by the Russians, together with the entry of the United States 
into the war, afforded something to daunt our enemies and hearten our friends, 
bat the carly succes of the Japanese were an nlleore on tho oer sida, and 
it was not surprising that with the issue of the war still uncertain the ut 
Persians ‘honkd do their hest not to commit themselves. rae 





(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries. 
(B 2186/19/38) No. 13, 


(No.8) Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received April 8) 

“HIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal lemen rs of State for Vonign Aflairs, jay hy the honour to reatid 
herewith a copy of f Intelligence Summary No, 11 for the period the 11th to 17th 
March, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, March 17, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, 1 
(Secret.) 


Military Ataché's Intelligence Summary No. WN for the Period 
March W117, 1942 


Persian Affairs, 

Political. 

THE new Cabinet and its received an almost unanimous vote 
of approval in the Majlis on the eh. ‘The Depaties were, it 
little ashamed of their previous exhibition of capriciousness and 
and a little frightened of the possible results of their demonstration of their own 
‘unfitness for democratic government, ‘They are well aware that there are 
aspirants to another dictatorship. 

2. The change of Government cannot be interpreted as an indication of 
mublic displeasure with the treaty, as the new Prime Minister was, as Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, intimately connected with the treaty negotiations. He 

intends to retain the portfolio of the Interior, but to hand over that of Foreign 
Affairs when the nominee he has in view, who is believed to be one of the Persian 
representatives now abroad, reaches Tehran. Ali Sobefly is a man of some 
courage and energy, untroubled by too fine scruples. He starts with the advantage 
vis-d-cis his own countrymen of having formed his Government without being 
influenced by foreign pressure. 


a7 


3. The programme of the Government, as published in the press, is as 
follows 
(@ In fore liey, while upholding’ the interests of the country, to 
ieee al the ‘treaties in force and. particalarly to collaborate 
Closely with those Governments whose intereste are Linked with those 
of Persia = 
(i) The reform of laws with a view to ensuring a more complete joridical 
security, and of other laws not consistent. with actualities, 
(iii) The reform and strengthening of the organisation of the army and 
security forces. - 
iv) To make every possible effort to assure food supplies, 
{) To overhaul economic and financial affairs, taxation and expenditure, 
commercial regulations, and to eneure budgetary equilibritm, 
(vi) To pay particular attention to agriculture, to the improvement of the 
condition of sants, to the extension of irrigation; to effecting a 
adual reduction in the cultivation and use of opium. 
ii) ‘The improvement of national industries and of the living conditions of 
the working classes. 
(viii) Reform of the political division of the country; development of local 
self-government. 
(Gx) Development of national education and endeavour to improve the moral 
level of the nation. 
(x) Development of the organisation of the Ministry of Health, 
In his speech introducing this programme the Prime Minister particularly 
stressed his eoncern with public health, security and the supply af food, These, 
he said, would receive the first attention of the Government. 


Provs 

4. A number of new papers have appeared expressing sentiments and 
policies of every kind, even friendliness to Great Britain. The demand for an 
Iinprovewent in security and for a higher sense of public responsibility is general, 
and the sterling-rial exchange continues to be of considerable interest. ‘The 
opinion that Persia is acquiring more sterling than can be of immedinte value to 
hor is widely held by the public. 


Appointments, 
5.—(i) The late Prime Minister, Mr. Reroughi, has been appointed Minister 
ot ihe Court, He should be wite Gouncellor tote Shab? 
(ji) Mr. Sadjadi (M.A. 248/A; E.0, 188), formerly Minister of Ways and 
Communications, has been appointed Mayor of Tebran. 


Keonomic 

{The food situation remains serious in many parte of the country. Prices 
of sugar and of wheat in particular are extremely high in spite of Government 
coated), as, owing to shortage of Government vtocks, a'black murket proval 
those who can afford it. Inefficiency and corruption greatly aggravate the exi 
shortage, which is at present the main cause of discontent and of anti-British 
seutiment, Announcements in the press of the considerable quantities of wheat 
imported by the British authorities have no favourable effect on people who 
experience only high prices and scarcity, 


: Internal Security. 
General 

7. Except in Fars, Bakhtiari and parts of Khuzestan, there have been few 
reports of disorder, In the provinces of Khorassan, Kerman, Mazanderan and 
iu Fastern Azertaijan the situation bas improved.  Kermanshab is quiet and 
Kurdistan has laced no new developments e3 a minor skirmish between 
Persian forces from Diwandarreh and Kurds, which is said to have resulted in 
the dispersal of the Inter. 


Fars. 

8 The road between Shiraz and Bushire is disturbed. There have been 
minor robberies, some shooting at lorries and a few hold-ps. ‘There is as yet no 
reason to believe that these incidents have any political significance, “Hv there 
is general unrest and anxiety lest there she an increase of disorder when 
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the tribes migrate in the spring, Nasir Qashgai (see Summary No. 4/42, para- 
graph 11) and the Government are still mporising with each other. If he were 
dealt with firmly now, he would probably submit, but further delay may encourage 
him to defiance. He has been promised the support of certain disgruntled 
Kalantars of sub-tribes and there are always sections of the tribe ready to create 
trouble. “But, as far as present information goes of the four main aub-tribes, the 
Darashuri and Shishbuluki are not anxious to be forced into opposition to the 
Government, Some of the Kashquli chiefs are said to have promised to support 

asir, bot it ix doubtful whether the majority of the Kashqulis will wish to get 
involved. The attitude of the Farsimadan is not yet clear, ‘The Qashgai tril 
have not more than 2000 rifles, probably less, and a yery limited amount of 
ammunition. ‘They are offering huge prices for both. 

9. Concentrations of the very troublesome Boir Abmadi tribe are reported 
near Ardakan (68 miles north-west of Shiraz). The report mentioned in Summary 
No 8/42, paragraph 10, that a military post at Tal Khosrovi (f-inch map sheet 
1.90.1) Ind been wtacked and disarmed has been confirmed ‘Boir Ahmadi 
have also been robbing in South-Eastern Khuzestan, ‘There are reliable reports 
that they have been: in communication with Nasir Khan, although the distance 
between them js great and they have not usually. collaborated ‘with the Qasbgat 
A circumstantial report has ‘also been received that certain German agents, 
accompanied by one of the Bois Ahwadi chiefs. who was under detention in 
Tehran, left Tehran recently with rifles, ammunition and money for the Boir 
Ahmadi. This report has been confirmed except as regards the German agents 
and the destination of the arms, &, 


Bakhtiari, 
10. Tn Bakhtiari there are unuaual mover 


British Intereate 

12 There tas been a noticeable increase in anti-British and pro-Axis 
propaganda since the fall of Singapore and Rangoon, these defeats baving greatly 
encouraged Axis sympathisers. ‘The propaganda is mainly verbal; wherever it 
originates, it is spread by ordinary bazaar gossip. 

13. Sir A. Clark wr, British Ambassador-Designate to Russia, left 
Tehran by air for Kuibyshev on the 13th March. 

u ‘he railway line from Ahwaz to Khorramshahr has now reached Mile 34. 


Russian Interests: 


15, ‘The first convoy of goods for Russia hy the Nokkundi~Meshed road 
reached Mesbed on the Shd Marche ne NOkkundi thee 


16, Over 800 American lorries have heen delivered to the Russians in Tehran. 
Italian Interests, 


17. Tho Swiss Legation bas taken charge of Italian interests from the 
Tapanese Legation, 


Chinese Interests. 
18, | The Chinese Minister to Turkey is expected to reach Teh: r 
tovestablish diplomatic and commercial relations berscae Persia and China 
Dutch Interests, 


19. Baron von Aerssen Beyeren, Dutch Minister in Tehran, has left Pet 
totake ap a similar appointment in Australia. M. Brauw, recently Dutch Consal 
in India, is now chargé d'affaires. 


Tehran, March 17, 1949. 


cy 


(E 2218/19/38) No. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received April 9.) 


ty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 

herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 12 for the period the 18th to 
24th March, 1042, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, March 24, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 14 


Mi Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 12 for the Period 
maid ‘March I to 28, 


(Beeret.) Persian Affairs. 


Economic. 

E Minister of Finance has presented his budget for the 1942-43 
toute Maile He has estimated revenve at 3134 inition sine n expenditure 
‘at 3,132 million rials, He states that he has estimated for the maximum probable 
Tevenve and the minimum probable expenditure. "Compared to the previous year, 
receipts are down by 479 million rials and expenditure by 1,191 million i 

1 commission has been formed of offcials of the Ministries of Agricul 
ture, Finance and Interior to consider and execute such measures as are necessary 
‘ehsttre adequate sowing while there is yet. time, The Agricultural Bank bas 
Keon suthoriedd to give at advance of 3 million rials for the purchase of spring 
wheat. epee Bi 5 
the Majlis has passed a Bill which is designed to prevent hoarding, 
cornering tnd spectlating ta necesitice ‘The jntention Is goods” the execution 
unfortunately depends on venal departmental officials. 
“fThe press has recently published articles stressing the need for careful 
‘eonsimption and maximum: eatin of food-stuffs, for the reason that imports 
‘made impossible by the Japancee. 
id rd sae Pewee Mikel ’ heotat aa the Government by the press and 
pile critciun to pereuade them 10° cae the rrchaso of sterling until the 
Froants accumulated have been spent on goods to be imported. 


Royal Family. 
art ‘The Queen returned from Cairo on the 18th March, 
Appointments—Cieit. 
Parr The following appointments have been announced :— 
ir Roshanan to be Farmandar of Ardebil. . 
& Huse Alt Suid’ Noin, now Farmandar of Turbati-Haidari, to be 
Shahrukh Nair be Farmandar of Bujaurd 
to be Fat L 
it) Karin Tzadpanch to be Farmandar of Turhati-Haidar. 
(8) Morteza Quli Khan Bakhtiari (MLA. 60; F.0. 49), son of Samsam-es~ 
‘Sultanch, to be Governor of Bakhtiari. 


Persian Forces, 


lis has wed the Bill authorising the payment to the 
depetidants of okers and tog killed in the Anglo-Rassisn invasion of pensions 
‘equivalent to the rates of pay being drawn by the deceased at the time of his death 
(eee Summary No. 5/42, paragraph 3). 

iatments— Militar 
tere selastnar Rint, from Deputy Chief of the General Staff 1 be Under: 
Secretary of State for War (see Summary No. 22/41, paragraph 17). 
(24205) : 
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Sartip Seifullah Shibab, from Director of the [Ind Bureau of the General 
Staff to be Deputy Chief of the General Staff 

Sartip Mohamed Hussein Firuz (MLA. 94; F.0. 75) to be General Officer 
Commanding the Fars Division, vice Sartip Siahpush. It is understood that be 
is to hecome Governor-General in addition. if 

10. With» possibly serious disturbances impending in Fars, Bakhtiari 
(possibiy affecting the oil-fields area and the railway) and Kurdistan, the Persian 
General Staff are hard pat to it to find the necessary troops. They are unable 
to take advantage of the permission of the Russians to send a brigade to Tabriz 
and haye to content themselves with a skeleton staff and the cadre of an infantry 
regiment, The troops they have are in many cases unreliable and they are very 
largely recruits. The sentiments of a number of the officers remain strongly pro- 
Axis and anti-British. ‘They are consequently not disposed to take eflective 
‘action in the protection of what they may consider to be British interests. 


Internal Security, 


Khorassan (see Summary No. 10/42, paragraph 4). 
11, Saulates-Sultanch has informed the Persian authorities that he is 
willing to surrender if given a guarantee of life. 


Azerbaijan. 


paragi 
dows, 
Owing to Inck of troops, only a 


Kurdistan, 
13. There are no further developmienta, 


Khucestan. 

14. Thore aro disturbances around Gach Saran, of which details have not 
yot been received. ‘Thess are. probably connected with the unrest among the 
Bedhtiacia and Boir Ahmadis reported in Summary No. 11/42, paragraphs 9 
and. 10. 


Pare, 
15, “Although no serious incidents have been re 
situation remains very unsatisfactory, Nasir. Qual 
invitation, accompanied by a guarantee of his liberty, to come to Shiraz to discuss 
the question of his lands. He has now moved from his quarters near Firuzabad 
to the country north-west of Kazarun, where he can get into touch with the 
Kaahqali, Darnaburi and Boir Ahmadi 
16, ‘It is now confirmed (sce Summary No. 11/42, paragraph 9) that the 
Boit Ahmadi chief who broke away from Tebran was Abdullah, son of the late 
notorious Shukrullah, He was accompanied by Hussein Quli Mamassenni, son 
of the late Imam Quli, and by Abdul Qasim Bakhtiari, son of Amir Mufakham, 
All of them were under detention, although not imprisoned, in Tehran, and their 
scape and their return to their tribes: will probablylead Wo an increase of 
disturbance. 


Bakhtiari. 
17. The appointment of Mortera Quli Khan as Governor of Bakhtiari (see 
ragraph 7 (x) above) is in the long view a retrograde step forced on the 
jersian Government by their weakness, and particularly that of their forces. 
‘The restoration of tribal chiefs to positions of anthority in their own tribes 
cannot. in the long run be in the interests of Persia. ‘The immediate effect in 
Bakhtiari will probably, be good and to the advantage of British short-term 
policy. Morteza Quli Khan has never shown any particular  pro-British 
sentiments, but he is probably the most influential of the Bakhtiari Khans and his 
interests lie with the preservation of order owing to his considerable wealth, some 
of which consists of land in the vicinity pf Tehran. But bis appointment at this 
moment, when there was disturbance and disorder in Bakhtiari, may encourage 
other chiefs, such as Nasir i, to provoke similar conditions m the hope 
that they may result in a similar solution. 


ot 


British Interests. 
Goods to Russia. 
18. The weight of goods for Ramin carried by road transport by the 
UK.C.C, is as follows — 
From Andimeshk to Pahlevi and Tabriz— 


In January 
In February 
Ist-18th March. ree ae 
|. Up to the end of February 756 trucks for Rassia had been assembled at 
Bostine, de ehgch 263 had carried 400 tons of mixed goods for Ruswia to Tehran 
20." The U-K.C.C. has now 1,200 trucks under contract, of which 400 are 
ot of action owing to lack of tyres and spares. f ‘ 
‘21. Russians in Tehran have been openly expressing discontent, particu- 
larly to Americans, with the delay in the erection of the lorry assembly plant at 
‘Andimeshk The Russians appear to believe that the fault lies with the British. 


Evacuation of Poles. 
22. Owing to shortage of food in Russia, a considerably greater number of 
Poles is to be evacuated through Persia than rey ausaly mended te 
i iti it sme whic! ve y 
tie" Patchsuthortie 1 Musin, 4000 Poles wil reach Padlowt between the 
‘27th March and the 2nd April. 


Russian Interests. 

28. Although the Russians have agreed to a Persian garrison at ‘Tabriz, 
they seaintain their refusal to have Pereian troops at Rezaich (Urumieh), They 
have, it seems, hinted to the Persian Minister for War that this is becaure 
fare uncertain of the Turks, and consequently want no troops along that border but 
their own. 


Tehran, March 24, 1942. 





(0B 2622/19/38) No. 15. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received April %) 
(No, 100. ‘ . 
(So TTS Majesty's representative proses his compliments to Tis. Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Inteligence Summary No. 18 for the period the ‘Bith-B1st 
March, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, March 31, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 15, 


Mititary Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 13 for the Period 


March 25 to 81, 1942. 


: Persian A flairs. 
Political. arene 

‘THE new Government has not yet shown any greater capacity for making 
up ite mind than its predeceor ‘U}gent problems, sach a the critical shortage 
of curreney, tribal policy, the disposal of sxpropriated lane; are ail the subject 
of inconcasive arguments between conflicting, but undecided, views, A declara- 
tion of tribal policy is promised in the near future, 

2 it may be stid that almost everyone in, Persia—Government 
officials, tribal chiefs—is pl for time; endeavouring to. postpone any 
definite action until it is known what the spring will bring forth. 
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Economic. 
3, The shortage of currency has become critical and, unless an extra issue 
of notes is made, banks will have to close in the near future, A reserve of notes 
is available, but the Government pretends to be unable to justify its ise 


Various measures for forcing the hand of the Government are now under 
consideration, 


Internal Security, 
Khorassan (seo paragraph 11 of Summary No. 12/49). 
4. Following a convergent movement of Persian troops on Soulat-us- 


Sultaneh's refuge at Kalat-i-Nadiri, he has gone to Bajgiran to negoti 
torms of surrender with General Nakhchevane US" en) 


Azerbaijan (eee paragraph 12 of Summary No. 12/42). 

5. The Soviet authorities have not yet agreed to the despatch of troops to 
Rezaich, Owing, to shortage of strength: thous aeat to Tabeie'will consiee ot se 
infantry battalion cadre and a skeleton divisional headquarters only 


Kurdistan (ee paragraph 13 of Summary No, 12/42), 
6. General Shabbakhti has returned to Kermanshah and has resumed 
command of the Kurdistan operations. Persian troops are anid to have advanced 


‘again to within 12 miles of Saqqiz and a clash between them and the rebels would 
seem, imminent, 


Khuziston (cee paragraph 14 of Summary No. 12/42) 
7. Further unrest in the Gach Saran area is reported and i 
troop have attacked a Boir Ahmadi tribal encampment inthe A.LO.Cc cea 


killing several people, including women, As a result, the tribal ef 
killing several people, inelnding women. Asa rel the tribal stanton is ikely 


Fars, 


8 Nasir Qashqai in still endeavouring to meet Britis 
far refused to come to Shirar to tect Persian lficaie: ‘A’ toe has teen 
despatched to Ardakan to deal with a new Boir Abmadi threat to that place. 


Dashti. 


9. ‘The incompetent Colonel Ahenin has been relieved of the 

the forces operating against Ali Ismail. No rifles have been collected ant the 
Withdrawal of the force.to Khormuj and subsequent inaction seem to imply 
that the settling of this affair has made no progress, 


‘Road Security in Fars: Bushire and Shiraz Road. 


10, As a result of a recent tour of ion, « vases resent 
inmecurity have been noticed, ‘They are briely sn a.” causes ofthe present 
(i) Lack of strength : about 1,500 it y 
(0 Lack it trength about 1.500 men short in Fars and about eighty short 
(il) Lack of mobility: no striking force or force for hot pursuit can be 


) ganic. ‘ 

ul a cas = of inter-communication between gendarmerie 

iv) Inertia of Ammich personnel, due to long periods on detach: i 
no inspection by their officers to ascertain their welfare or theie 


iefly with protecti 
the road. ae 


Persian Officials. 
_,M.—(i) Ibrahim Qawam, Qawam-ul-Mulk (MLA. jarned 
with his family to Telamonthe 3th March fon Tadia 900. 200% Pet 
(i) Muhammed “Ali Humayunjah, Director-General of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, has been appointed Under Secretary of State in that Ministry 
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Britigh Interests, 
Evacuation of Poles. 

12. The evacuation of Poles from Russia has begun, but instead of this 
being at the rate of 2,500 a week, as had: been originally proposed, the Soviet 
uthorities decided at very short notice that 40,000 Poles would be landed at 
Pahlevi at the rate of 3,000-6,000 a day, beginning on the 26th March, These 
Poles belong to the Sth, 9th and 10th Polish Divisions and also include the 

el of the Ist. Cavalry Regiment, the Army Artillery School, the. Army 

fank Schoo! and the Reinforcement Depot. They are to be followed after. an 

interval by a further 40,000-50,000 Poles, made up of Poles from Russian labour 

battalions and camps and other sources. Information has also been received that 

it is the intention of the Soviet authorities to evacuate to Persia about 12,000 
Polish civilians, largely women and children. 

13. This sudden change of Soviet policy is believed to be due mainly to 
shortage of food in Rassia, but partly to Russian anticipations that there would 
be delays in the promised equipment and arming of Polish divisions in Russia. 

14, Owing to various unavoidable bottle-necks, it will be impossible to 
vacuate the Poles from Persia as fast as they arrive. Consequently it is necessary 
to form large holding camps at Pablevi and Tehran. Arrangements are being 
made to accommodate 15,000 in Tehran. 


Railways. 
15, Sixty-four miles of the railway from Nok Kundi to Mirjawa had been 
completed by the 27th February. 


Tehran, March 31, 1942. 


(B 2682/19/34) No. 16. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received Aprit 30.) 
(No. 109) 

HIS Majesty's representative provents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelliyence Summary No. 14 for the period the Ist-7th April, 
1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, April 7, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 16. 
's Intelligence Summary No. 14 for the Period April 1-7, 1944. 


Persian Affairs. 
ical. 

THE Government, who laboured long over it, has at last announced a 
so-called tribal policy." Tt is a very small mouse. Tt makes vague promises of 
improvements in education, medical services, administration, and undertakes to 
examine complaints and remedy injustices. It makes no reference to special 
tribal problems and indicates quite clearly that the Government has no tribal 
policy. In the hope of finding one, it has now appointed a commission, which is 
to include some aloged experts on trial afairs.| The real problem is whether 
authority over the tribes is to be restored to tribal chiefs or to be exercised through 
Government officials. The former solution is a reversal of the policy consistently 
followed by Reza Shah, who successfully substituted his own tyranny for that 
practised for many years by tribal chiefs. Tribesmen who have experienced both 
‘are probably not unanimous in their preference. The solution they would choose 
is no authority at all. The Government is very loath to take the first steps 
towards a return of the conditions of twenty years ago—with some reason, as is 
shown by the history of Fars from, say, 1910 to 1920. On the other hand, they 
feel that the situation is getting out of hand; their generals tell them that the 
troops are unreliable: firmness isa quality not yet developed in a constitutional 
Government in Persia; and they may take this retrograde slep and let future 
Governments pay the price. 
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Economic (see Summary No, 13/42, paragraph 3). 
2, The Government, under strong pressure from His Majesty’ 
rushed a Bill through the Majlis authorising a further iasue of totes to the value 
of 700 million rials. There has been public criticism and anxiety lest this means 
inflation. ‘The Minister of Finance and the press have made reasonable state- 
ments explaining that the issue is fully justified by the increase in value of the 
gover (gold, silver and Crown jewels) available, and these have had some effet. 
Profcers are, however, making the additional note issue a pretext for raising 
8 The Government has imposed a ban on the parchase of all foreign 
exchange by the banks. ‘They propose that British Government requirements Sa 
ria should be provided by a credit of 400 million rials, to which aceount will be 
sredited the value of goods supplied from the sterling area, "This matter is under 
4. The food situation remains critical in many of the istrict, 
notably in parts of Khuzestan and. South-East Persia, where tore severe 
conditions prevail. Some towns are living from hand to moath, but impending 
crises have been averted just in time in most eases, It is belioved that wheat 1 
still being hoarded, but with the approach of the new harvest, which, it is hoped 
will be up to the average, hoarded stores abould sean appear on the market 
5. The influx of 45,000 Poles has greatly increased anxiety regarding the 
food situation, Although these are being supplied by the British, military 
authorities with imported wheat, sugar and tea, other articles of food, such a 
meat weguables and fruit and tue, are being purchased loally on a Tinited 
market. This is undoubtedly causing bards 
complaints are already loud i reece ae 
___ 6. The Minister of Finance in an interview with the a i 
September 1041 imports of wheat from the sterling area has beet 40,08 tony at 
4 cont of £630,903, and that other goods had been imported to a ale of about 


Air Services. 

7. The Persian Government has ced its intention to inangurate ai 
tual servis between Tehran on the one hand and Kermauahah, Mesbed, Tabeis 
and Bushire on the other. Tt is doubtful whether this programme will be imple- 
mented in full, bat the service to Kermanshah is due to begin at once. 


A ppointmente—C 


8—(i) Sartip Muhammad Hussein Firuz to be Ustandar of Fars 
paragraph © of Summary No. 12/42) in addition to commanding the Fare 
(ji) Ali Akbar Assadi to be Faruandar of Nishapar. 
(it) Ali Ashgar Musavvir Rehmani to be Farmandar of Bam. 
{) Busorg Ibrahim tobe Famandar of Rezaich, 
y) Amir be Farman j 
promiaent Kurd of the Mokrt tribe, Brae Cand ee). Ea 
pt a Erg Beare to be Director of the Department of Publicity and 
(Vii) Hasan Isfandiar? Haji Mubtashim-us-Saltaneh 
has been re-elected President of the Majlis. <— Pe ae 


ae Internal Security, 
9 The 

be assumed that 

cen to streagthen his position with a view to 
ernment if they should e him. ‘The Government's policy 


Boir Ahmadi, 


10. ‘This tribe ig living up to its old reputation for lawlessness 

truculence, "A section of thear who winter in Khuzestan attempted to blacksatt 
the ALO. with » demand for a large sum of money, threats of an 
attack on Gach Saran, As was reported in Summary No. aad raph 7, 
they were attacked by Persian forces, who, after some desultory fighting, appear 


to have cavght up and fired on the miain body!of the section, which included 
‘women, of whom three were killed. There. were other casualties among the 
tribesmen. Apprebensions were expressed lest the tribesmen might attempt to 
take their revenge by attacking the A1.O.C. at Gach Saran, so a battalion of 
British troops has been sent there. There is no evidence yet whether the effect of 
the action of the Persian forces will be locally salutary or provocative. 

11. Other sections of the tribe are reported have surounded nad 10 be 
attacking Ardalan (58 miles north-west of Shiraz), and raiding parties have 
attacked trafic on the Shiraz-Isfahan road near Yeedikhast. An increase in 
Boir Ahmadi lawlessness was anticipated in Summary No. 12/49, paragraph 16; 
when the escaped chiefs joined the tribe. In addition to Abdullah, son of 
Shukrullah, Hussein Quli Mamasieni and the son of a famous old Boir Abmadi 
brigand, Sartip Khan, are reported to be in the vicinity of Ardalan, where they 
are likely to be joined by Ali and Vali, who have been creating trouble in the 
south. 

Bakhtiari. 

12. ‘The appointment of Morteza Quli Khan to be Governor of Bakhtiari 
has not yet taken effect, Morteza Quit is being wayward and has again increased 
his demands, It seems doubtful now whether he will accept the appointment on 
any resonable terms. Menwhile alubough there are many reports of what the 
Bakhtiari could do and might do, nothing very much is happening. The general 
impression is that the majority of the tribesmen want to be left in peace. ‘This 
does not mean that they cannot be stirred up. A report, for which there ix 
Probably some basis of truth, says that x detachment of Persian’ troops of kome 
Eiirey men was disarmed at Lanegan in the Janiki Sardsir, 70 ales south-west 
of Tsfahan. ‘The leader in this affair’ is said to have been Abdul Qasim 
Bakhtiari, who was reported in Summary No, 12/42, paragraph 16, to havo 
bbroken away from detention in Tehran, 


Kurdistan. 
18. ‘The rebel Kurds are reported to have evacuated Saqqiz and to have 
withdrawn towards Baneh. ‘This is reported in the Persian press as a great 
success for the Persian army. There may have ben some skirmishing with the 
rebels, bat there is no inmedliate intention of reocoupying Saqgiz with Parsian 
forces. It is reported from Tabriz that an emissary from Hama Rashid had 
arrived there saying that the latter was ready to discuss terms of peace. 


Khorassan 
14, Soulat-es-Sultaneh is reported to have surrendered and to'bovon his way 
tunder escort to the eapital, 


Persian Forces. 
Morale. 

15. In the south a spirit of defeatism seems to be spreading among Persian 
trooy ‘As the tribes grow bolder, the army grows more pusillanimous, Several 
small detachments have surrendered their arms without excuse, The generals 
Of the Isfahan and Fars Divisions, believing that they hear the rambles of coming. 
trouble in the Bakhtiari, Boir Ahmadi and Qashqai tribes, have reported that 
their troops, being locally conscripted, eatiuot be relied upon to fight against local 
tribes this se & pretext, as only a small proportion of the Fars and Isfahan 
troops are enlisted from the tribes mentioned, The generals in question have been 
relieved. The fault lies entirely with the officers, many of whom, apart from their 
nataral dislike of oid hardshi Gn ‘influenced by ae pro- or Geers: ise 
ty enemy propaganda against taking any action that might be balpful to the 
Heitieh” Phere are many indications that the attitude of young officors is very 
hostile. 


Appointments—Military. 

16—(i) Sartip Abdar Reza Afkhami (MLA. 2) (F.0. 2) to be Military 
Governor of Tebran. 

(i) Sartip Mehdi Quali Tajbaksh (M.A. 209) (F.0, 291) to be General Officer 
Commanding the South-Western Divi (Lurestan and Khuzestan), 

(ii) aoe Zahidi Fazlullah (M.A. 303) (F.O. 217) to be General Officer 
Commanding the Isfahan Division. 

(24205) a4 












































































































































‘The Persian Royal Family: 


17. According to the Journal de Tehran, the ex-Shah 
ip Mauritins” The folowing from his eatoorage have lft Macritts for 
ILM. Ismat-ul-Maluk, wife of Reza Shah. 
HAH, Prince Hamid Reza, sixth sou of Resa Shab. 
rincess Fatimeh Pahlavi, third daughter of 
HCH: Shameal Malok, eldest daughter of Hees Stakes oe 
Faridun Jam, son-in-law of Reza Shah. 


Polish Interests. 


Eeacuation of Poles from Russia, 

18. Up to the 3rd April 94,828 Poles had landed at Pablevi, ‘These 
included 27425 men and 1,079 women for the military forces, and 6-995 cidtans 
refugees. Of these, 7,082 of the former and 3,864 of the latter had. reached 
Tehran by the 4th April. ‘The Poles of military age who have reached Tehran are 
in very good spirits and, on the whole, in very fair physical condition. ‘They 
sppoat tobe excellant malarial. ‘ 

. isinfecting, clothing. feeding, transport and accommodat 
these Boles are moat dificult. problems which are taxing all concerned ts the 
utmost, particularly as regards the civilian refugees. ‘Their arrival, was quite 
Unexpected consequently, all arrangements have had to be improvised atthe 
shortest notice with very little means. They are without any organisation; many 
of them destitute, under-nourished and sick. In Pablevi is inevitably 
considerable confusion and some hardship. “In Tehran some organisation i 
appearing: The arrangements for the military Poles are working surprisingly 
well considering that they were only prepared to deal with a fraction of 
wiaihiUeoal Baies peice? tie 
0. General Anders through Tehran on his wi 

London, General Zajac from Mid-East is now in Tehran, ‘The announcement 
made by the Polish authorities in London that General Bornta-Spiechowicr is to 
command the Polish army in the Middle East has, it seems, been very well received 
by the Poles, but is believed to be a disappointment to General Zajac 


Tehran, March 7, 1942. 


(1B 2708/19/88) No. 17. 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Reevived May 5) 


(No. 115, 
oS) 


‘Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty’ 

Palcioal Benestery E tate for Foxeign pati. aa he oe bonoer to ee 
rewith a copy of Intelligence Sum: 5, ‘Sth-141 

coiled by the military atfsché to this legation. ja aimed ad 


Tehran, Aprit 14, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, 17, 
Military A taché's Intelligence Summary No. 15 for the Period April 8. 
Secret.) 


Political. 

THE crisis of the week has been the British demand for the expulsion of 
the Japanese Legation, “The Majlis consulted by the Cabinet sr scree ssctes 
Felsie the demand: it ie believed, unanimonaly, Further prewure met. with 

urther delaying tactics, but eventually resulted in the J Legation bei 
informed on the 1th that they were to leave within'a week Sen Ook 

2. Action has at Inst been taken against certain notorious pro-Axis 
Persians six in number, who bad been named by His Majesty's gation. They 

ve been removed to towns in South-Eastern Persia, where it is promi 
will be kept under police surveillance, = palad "i Fili 


Persian A flairs. 


aT 


3. The commission referred to in Summary No. 14/42, paragraph 
purpose it is to investigate grievances in tribal lands, is to cousist of the 
of Justice as president, the Attorney-General, the Under-Secretaries and 
Directors-General of the Ministries of Finance and of the Interior, and a repre- 
sentative of the Ministry for War (General Muqaddam (M.A. 182). 

4. The Government has announced in the press that instructions have been 
given to the Governor-General of Kermanshah and to the General Officer 
Commanding the Forees in the West to investigate certain complaints made by 
the inhabitants of Kurdistan regarding their lands. 

5. Hostility to the Allies is extending and deepening. Their supporters 
are disheartened and afraid to give practical expression to their sympathies. The 
causes are many: the ocwupation is resented; people are hungry and miserable; 
prices continue generally to rise, due, it is popularly believed, to British purchases 
And Britih insistence on an additional note issue, there ix gent dinppoinunent 
that article 7 of the treaty, which promises economic help, has as yet brought no 
‘additional benefits nor even concrete promises; insecurity is increasing; the news 
continues to tell of British disasiers. These sentiments inthe country are partly 

sible for the Government's reluctance to take any definite pro-Ally or 


‘anti-Axis action. 


Appointments—Ciril. 
6. Mohsin Samiyi to be Farmandar of Gorgan. 
Ismail Nawab to be Farmandar of Bandar Abbas, 


Beononic 

7. The Minister of Finance in a statement to the press stated that the 
reasons for the scarcity of wheat in recent years were— 

) The limitations imposed on the cultivation of rice resulting in a 
greater consumption of wheat 
(i) Development of cotton growing on land previonsly producing wheat 
wD ‘The uneconomic price paid to the cultivator for when 
‘The Government has prokibited the export of potatoce and onions 

8, A statement has been published i the prose giving « dental to the reports 
that the British military authorities were exporting wheat from Persia, and 
stating that, on the contrary, 60,000 tons of wheat had teen imported from 
Canada and’ India, 

Persian Forces. 


10. There has been some criticism of the Persian army in the Majlis of its 
inability to maintain order in spite of the large sums of spent on it in 
recent years, suggestions for its reduction, and even for its disbandment, ‘The 
Minister for War, in reply, said that recent events had shown that the army had 
been unsuitably organised, but that it was now being reconstituted. 

LL. The Shah has ordered the trial by court-nartial of all senior officers 
who deserted their posts at the time of the British and Russian invasion. 

12. Two battalions of infantry from the Tehran divisions are being sent to 
Fars to relieve two local battalions, in the hope that. the former will prove more 
reliabl 


A ppointments—Military. 
13—{i) Sartip Hassan Arfa (MLA. 30) (F.0. 37) to be Inspector-General of 


Cavalry. se 
(i) Sarhang Mohamed Bagher Hushmand to be Chief of the Military 


ai) ‘Sarhang Shahrais to the Director of the Ist Bureau, General Staff, 


Internal Security. 
Pars, 
14. The situation has not improved, nor has it outwardly worsened. 


Kurdistan, 

15. According to an announcement in the press, there has been an encounter 

between rebel Kurds and Persian forces at Sahih (12 miles south of Sagqia). Tt 
on the 7th and 8th April two Rurdish chiefs, Osman, 
‘Khoda Abdollah, with fifty-four of their followers were ki 
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Polish A fairs. 


16. ‘The evacuation of the first echelon of Poles from Krasnovodsk has been 
completed. 
‘The following numbers have been landed at Pahlevi = 
Military Poles— 
Males. 4 = ke 80,080 
Woinen i die N AL Bh ARO 
Boys jl satged yA ATBEO: 
vilian Poles— 
Males... wise: 177: 
Women ns ; 5,897 
[20:2 hems ieoner ser ber 3,070 
“Arranyaments have been made forthe temporary gecommédation in ‘Tehran 
of the civilian refngees, 


Eoyptian A fairs, 


17, The appointment of Abdul Latif Talat Pasha as Minister of Egypt in 
‘Tehran has been announced. 


Tehran, Aprit 4, 1942. 


2879/19/84) No. 18. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Rden—(Received May 8. 
(No, 120) te! 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hax the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Si No. 16 for the period the 15th to 
‘21st April, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehram, April 2, W042. 


Enclosure in No. 18. 


Military Attaché’s Tntellic Summary No, 16 for the Period 
os “prit 15-21 io, 
Secret.) 
Persian Affairs. 
Political, 

TN the Majlis the budget session let loose, as usual, an extra heavy spate of 
garrulity on the part of the Deputies. Criticism was directed against almost 
every Department of State, and even the Ministry of the Court came in for some 
‘adverse comment. The Minister of War's reply to criticism of the army is 
summarised in paragraph 5 below. The army budget is summarised in 
paragraph 6. 


Economic (see Summary No. 14/42, paragraph 2). 
2 ‘The future expansion of the note issue (which will be necessary to 
finance our undertakings in Persia) will present considerable difficulty and 


reduce much 0 in the Majlis. A possible and suggested action would 
for the Persan Government to hind the cover for this extra issue from its 


sterling holdings. ‘They are unlikely to adopt this obvious plan, but will almost 
ceria press es a guid pro. qua for an alteration in the rate of exchange, & 


‘substantial measure 0 
still in progress. 


The Press. 

5. ‘The chief topics have hen the increased coat of living, hoarding of food, 
stuffs, especially wheat, profiteering. corruption in public life, and the usual 
platitndes about the need for co-operation by all classes to make a better Persia. 


‘economic help and any other desiderata, Negotiations are 


0 


Appointments, Changes, &e.—Diplomatic, Civil and Military. 

4—(i) According to a press report, Mohsin. Rais (F.0. 172) (MLA, 230), 
format Devcon alinther tn Winky, who tax rocallod, hos left Switeseand with 
his staff for Persia. 

3) Botlowiog om he i gpit being given to the Japanese Legation (ae 
‘Summary No. 15/42, paragraph 1), Najm (F.0. 144) (M.A. 192), Persian Minister 
aeericneabe er al eres 

(ii) Sarhang Nagdi has been appointed Judge Advocate-General of the 
Persian army, vice Hassan Moaper relieved. 

(iv) Imad Mumtaz has been appointed Farmandar of Meshed and assistant 
to the Ustandar of Khorasan, 

(*) Muhammad Hadi has been appointed Farmandar of Zabal. 

(v1) Sartip Shaibani to be Governor of Mamassani, Qubgilu and. Behbehan 
(a new appointment), 


The Persian Army, 


‘The following is a summary of the reply given in the Majlis by the 
Minister of War to criticism on the army vote: The Persian army was the 
‘creation of twenty years of effort. At the cost of many casualties in officers aud 
men, it has given the country security. After fulilfing its task of achieving 
‘security, it was preparing itself for the task of national defence when the war 
broke ont, Like many other modern armies, it was insufficiently mechanised, and, 
like many other armies, it had broken down in consequence. Certain officers had 
shown lamentable neglect of duty in deserting their posts when danger came 
‘and they were being sought out and punished. Steps were being taken to 
Improve the type of young officer student. A new organisation had been laid 
down (ce military atiaché's Summary No. 9/42, paragraph 4) Conscription was 

as the basis of a national army. ‘The country, besides, could not afford 
a volunteer army. 


The Army Budget 

6. The budget, which to date has pasted its fiest reading, makes a provision 
of 700 milion rials for the Ministry of War and balance oo account of army 
purchases."” As usual, expenses of the navy and air force are included in this 
Yote. A provision for the Amnich (gendarmerie) is made of 150 million rials, 
Though this force is under the Ministry of the Interior, itis, in effect, a defence 
services item. A further sum of 1 million rials is provided for the expenses of 
the Conscription Department. Thus the total sum for defence or quasi-defence 
departments amounts to 950 iillion rials (equals £6,500,000 at the present rate 
of exchange) or approximately $8] per cent, of the country’s total budget 
provision of $,199,873,081 rials, 


Internal Security. 


Dashti (see Summary No. 13/42, paragraph 9). 

7. ‘Though Colonel Ahinin has been recalled, and though reinforcements 
amounting to 200 rifles reached this force on the 22nd March, the force is still 
inactive in Khormaj, The situation shows signs of deterioration. 


Bakhtiari (see Summary No. 14/42, paragraph 12). 

8. The appointment of Murteza Quli Khan as Governor of Bakhtiari has 
not taken effect. All the Bakhtiari Khans residing in Tehran have been placed 
lunder police surveillance, and a reliable report, from Isfahan states that the 
Khans residing there have been treated in a similar manner. Some apprebension 
is felt that these jons, coupled with the despatch of two columns from 
Tafahan and Shahreza converging on Semirun (come. 25 miles) south-west of 
‘Yeodikhwast), may signify some ollensive action against the Bakhtiari with the 
‘strong possibility of inflaming sections of the tribe at present quiescent, and with 
the probuble result that the weak and untrained Government forces may sulfer 
a.reverse and precipitate « general Bakhtiari rising. “The new General Officer 
Commanding in Tsfahan, Zahidi, 1s reported to be a fireeater, The Chief of the 
General Staff has definite ideas about tribes and bas expressed the view that 
nothing but a good drubbing will bring them to heel, He appears to resent the 
Opinion that, sound as his views may be, the Persian army is hardly in a state to 
Undertake any offensive action. ‘The Minister of War showed a better under- 
‘Standing of the situation and assured the military attaché that Zahidi had been 
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told to do nothing precipitate ‘and that the two columns were not sent on any 
offensive mission, but that their presence in Semirun would have a steadying 
cffect. 


Azerbaijan. 

9. “The general situation has improved. Owing to the cessation of Soviet 
support, Kurdish stock has fallen, Tho’ streets are nd longer fall of swaske 
backling Kurds who defy arrest, ‘The numerous democratic clubs are on their 
last legs. Many of the upper-class Tabrizis who fled the town in fear of local 
‘unrest have roturned from Tehran through fear of typhus and rising prices. 

10. Amir Asad, the Governor of Mahabad (Sanj Bulagh) (sce Summary 
No. 14/42, paragraph 8 (v)), is likely to experience difficulty in maintaining 
order, placating rival aspirants and, in particular, combating the influence of the 
Ghazi Muhammad 


Kurdistan (we Summary No. 15/42, paragraph 15), 

11. General Shahbakhti has recommended to the Persian Goverament that 
Regotiations should be opened with the Kurds, The Governor-General. of 
Kermanshah began tour of the area on the 11th April to examine the grievances 
which the Kurdish. chiefs might. pot forward. The Persian Government's 
proclamation, (see paragraphs 3 and 4 of Summary No. 15/42) has had very little 
let in Kurdistan, exes though late announcing it were dropped over the area 
‘on the 10th April. The Kurds like other tribes, have little faith in Persian 
Goyerument promises and would prefer a British guarantee of eventual fulfil- 
ment, This they cannot, of course, have unless the policy of His Majesty's 
Government were to be completely ‘changed. Even so, General Shahbakhti's 
suggestion and his Government's acceptance of it and the Kurds willingness to 
treat are hopeful signs, Owing to Kurdish disunity, it is extremely unlikely that 


ity, 
all unrest will cease, bat a temporary Tull will benelit the Persian Government. 


Fars, 
12, There has been a 
the ShirazBushire section 


of nogoti yrernmient. 
forces, their low morale, their lack of mobility and his lack of experienced officers 
which has led Firnz to play for time and to try and wean some of the main tribes 

vay from Nasir Khan; in short, to achieve by politics what he cannot achieve 
wy force. 


Foreign Interests. 
Russian, 
14 (a) Major Geral Melnik as taken over command ofthe Soviet forces 
North Weat Persia from Colo! Sllvanof 

(0) On the 15th April a fracas occurred between some Persians and a 
Russian lorry-driver whose vehicle had collided with a child, as a result of which 
some Soviet officers who intervened received minor injuries. The incident, though 
trivial, had repercussions, and the Minister of War stated to the British Military 
Attaché that, om the insistence of the Soviet Embassy, he had been obliged. to 
tender an ofial apology on behalf of the Persian Goverament. ‘The 

ilitary Attaché took this opportanity o ing to t of War in 
ver la language of w number of cases of ialts to British soldiers on the part 
of Persian soldiers and officers in Tehran, 

(c) The number of Soviet troops in’ Azerbaijan is said to have increased 
considerably in recent weeks and to have reached a total of 100,000-105,000, 
‘According to one observer. the Russians are apprehensive of Turkey's attitude in 
the event of a German invasion, and the refusal of the Russian authorities to 
allaw Persian troops into Western Azerbaijan is due not to their desire to see 
disorder continue (as previously thought), bat to their wish to keep» such dubious 
allies as the Persian army well away from the possible scene of combat. 


Polish 
15. On the 16th April the distribution of the Poles evacuated: in the first 
echelon was as follows -— 
Destinations 
Left other than 
Military Poles— Pobleci. Tehran, Tehran, ‘Tehran. 
Males 7752 8.600 Bk 7,868 
Women 131 880 vw 
Boys, : s 1,185, 
Civilian Poles— 
Males .. ‘ 1,568 3 
Women 5310 “ " 
Children: : 3.267 : 
‘These figures were supplied by the Poles and are not to be taken as exact, 


Japanese 
16. According to the Chief of Police, there has beet much closer social 
contact between the Turkish Embassy and the Japanese Legation since the 
Pervian New Your, The Turkish Military Attaché, in parilolar, bas been 
ying frequent visits to his Japanese colleague. The Japanese, according to 
Tipe faforfaant, havo sold all the ferniture in tit logation and ail their motor 
cars except one to their landlord for a sum of 900,000 rials (about one-quarter of 
their present-day value), The only motor car they have retained is the large car 
reviously by the Grand Mufti, in which they propose to travel when they 
ve the country. ‘Their departure has been postponed to the 28rd April, 


Norwegian. 
17. M, Rolf Otto Chidvoid, Norwegian Minister to Moscow, also accredited 
to Tehran, presonted his letters of eredence to H.I.M. the Shah on the 20th April, 


Tehran, A prit 21, 1942. 


(E 3082/19/38) No. 19, 
‘Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received May 10) 


(No. 131) 

HIS Majesty's ropresentative presents his compliments. to Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith 3.60 af ntligece ‘Summary No, 17 for period the 22nd to 28th April, 
1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, April 28, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 19, 
(Seeret,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. V7 for the Period 
a Apr 22 to 


Persian Affairs. 
Political, 

REPORTS of a concentration of British troops at Sultanabad and of the 
amore of Russian troops from Zinjan towards Kazvin, which, though exaggerated 
were founded on fact, notably improved the in ‘Tehran, and induced 
an almost, pro-Ally sentiment in some Persian ofBcial : 

2. The following proclamation under the signature of Police Headquarters 
hhas been made in the Tehran press :-— 

«According tothe Tripartite Treaty Persia being allied tothe U.SS.R, 
and Great Britain, it is notified that all pro-Axis or anti-Ally propaga 
‘conn! 



































































































































Appointments—Civil. 
3. Abmad Mashaikhi to be Farmandar (Governor) of Kashan. 


The Court (eee Summary No. 14/42, paragraph 17). 

4. The Queen Ismat-ul-Mutuk and her children, Hamid Reza and Fatime, 
who had accompanied Reza Shab to Mauritius, have returned to Persia via 
Zahidan. 

Communications, 

5, The construction of the railway line from Akwaz to Khorramsbabr has 

now been completed. 


Internal Security, 
Kurdistan 

6. ‘There have been clashes between Persian troops and rebel Kurds in the 
area south of Saqaiz. “According to the reports made to the Persian War Ofice 
by the General Officer Commanding in Kurdistan, the fighting originated in 
attacks by the Kurds on his forces and resulted in the defeat and withdrawal of 
the Kurds, He reports that his forces have pursued to within 10 miles of Baneh, 
where they are now holding an important past. If these reports are true, this 
success of the Persian forces should produce in the rebel Kurds a more reasonable 
attitude towards terms of settlement 

Both the Persian Government and General Shahbakhti, the military 
commander, if his report to the Minister for War can be accepted as a true 
‘expression of his sentiments, are prepared to go some way in satisfying Kurdish 
demands, 

Fars, 

7. Although there is still general insecurity, which bas s harmful effect on 
road maintenance owing to the number of petty robberies perpetrated on 
labourers, in its main features the situation has not further deteriorated. The 
new Governor-General, who is also general officer commanding. appears to be 
plucking up some courage, bat whether it will be sulficeat 10 ‘embalden him to 
take a firm stand fasir Qashgai is doubtful. ‘The acknowledgement of this 
chief as head of the Qashgai tribes would give him considerable power in, Fars, 
‘and, if the military situation in Persia were unfavourable to the Allies, it is 
Unlikely that that power would be used in our interests, 

‘The Boir Ahmadi are still quite ont of control. Columns of Persian troops 
are said to be converging on their summer headquarters from Shiraz and Isfahan, 
fand it is reported that two important sections of the tribe have already fallen 
out and are fighting each other—a not unsual condition. 


Bakhtiari 

8, It is refreshing to find that the new General Officer Commanding the 
Isfahan Divixion professes a much less serious view of the Bakbtiari situation than 
did his predecessor and more confidence that he can control it with the forces at his 
isporal. "He claims to have defeated the rebel band of Abul Qasim Bakhtiari 
(ee Summary No, 14/42, paragraph 12), but this defeat was clearly not decisive, 
as Abul Qasim and his band are still in being. 


Foreign Interests, 

Russian, 

9. Reliable reports from various places occupied by Russian troops all 
speal of their adairable bebaviour and Sisepline. wet ea apts icy 

‘unknown; their treatment of the local population is considerate, and 

enquiry in towns where there are Russian troops produced no complaints from 
the lower classes, ‘Their appearance makes a very favourable impression. They 
are not smart but they and their horses are generally fit, hard und workmanlike 

‘10, A further batch of 850 American trucks for Russia is to be assembled 
4 Bunlire and tobe driven via Tebran to Tabris by Rossan and Persian stivere 
teogaged by the U.K.C.C. For this purpose the Russians are sending 200 military 
drivers, te armed, to Bashie. 

1H. "The Russians have oflered to assist the Persian Government in their 

ocust_eampai iding aircraft to spra} infected areas. in 
Wiiilesan, “Reten‘ot thew aircraft left Tehran for. Ahwas on the 26th Apel. 
‘The Persian Government are to pay fairly heavily for this assistance. 


68 


Japanese. 
12. The Japanese Legation staff left Tehran on the 23rd April: for Japan 
via Pablevi and Baku for Kuibyshey.. "I 


Amrrican. 
13. The United States are shortly to open a consulate in Tabriz, 


Norwegian. 
14. Correction: In paragraph 17 of last Summary (16/42) the name of the 
Norwegian Minister should read Andvord, and: not hide 


Polish. 


15, ‘The distribution of the Poles in Persia up to the 26th April was as 
follows = 
. Ja other locations 
Military Poles— ‘on Habbaniy 
Tehran, Awan. Route, 


Men 3703 LLM 18,581 
(Rear party) 

Women. a 1197 - " 

Boys a L181 af ” 
Civilian Poles— 

‘Men 1.040 

Women 5,556 

Children” 3394 
In hospital in Tehran : 617. 


Tehran, April 28, 1942, 





(B 3168/19/24) No, 20, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Biden —(Received May 20.) 
(No. 138), 

HIS Majesty's repromntatie prowenia. his compliments to Hin Majaty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Sammary No, 18 for the period the 20th April to 
the 6th May, 1042, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, May 5, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 20. 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 18 for the Period A prit 29 to 
May 5, 1942. 


(Secret,) 
Persian Affairs 
Economic. 
"THE following is the text of a decree issued by the Goverument :— 


Goolls, Exports of which are Prohibited, 

‘The Council of Ministers has approved, in accordance with thesproposal 
of the Minatry of Commerce and Industry and Mines, that export goods 
‘should be divided into three classes -— 

Firstly: goods, the export of which is absolntely prohibited in order to, 
Samay: gee t of which requires a permit from the 

Secondly: goods, the export of which requires a permit. fror 
Ministry of Commerce and Thdastry, the exporter undertaking to import 


specified goods in exchange. i 
‘Thirdly = ‘which can be exported hy making a foreign exchange 
a joer nce wih to regulations tn foc as before 
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fongttt 8°04 whose export from the country is absolatly forbidden are a8 
follows 

Gold and silver in ingots or as coins, articles made of gold and silver, 
all animals and edible meat, cereals such as wheat, barley, rice, millet, maize 


containing sugar, tinned fruit, metals and articles made of metal. 


Motor Transport, 

2. ‘The following statistics of motor transport in Persia have been compiled 

from U.K.C.C. sources s— 

(A) Total number of civilian motor vehicles now under licence, including all 
Government transport, army contractors’ vehicles, but excluding 
vehicles owned by the army -— 

{i) Load-carrying vehicles ; 2,000 light, 2,000 medium and. heavy. 
¢} Passenger buses = 600. 
(iii) Passenger cars: 2.800, 
19) See oe oe 2 
(¥) Technical and all unclassified vehicles and tractors : 50. 
(B) Categories as above, off the road awaiting spares and tyres :— 
(i) 750 light, 750 medium and heavy. 
(fi) 100, 


3, The following note on irrigation projects was given recently by the 
Minister of Finance at a weekly press conference — 

(a) The Shabankareh barrage on the Shahpur River (Fars), Started in 1938, 
Will irrigate 10,000 hectares this spring; it ean be extended to 
irrigate 30,000 hectares, 

(0) A dam is to be constructed near Bushire to provide that town with a 

() The Behishaa Trejeeton 

) ‘an Irrigation Company 

) Mvatrs of the Marun River." "The 


n work in 1938 to utilise the 
‘will begin to provide water 
this autumn. 
(d) ‘The Rawansar dam on the Qara Su River near Kermanshah started to 
provide water for irrigation last autumn, 
(©) Now channels have been dug to make better use of the springs near 
Seman. 


Pro-Aavis Agents, 
4. A further list of twenty-four 


ns believed to have pro-Axis 
sentiments has been handed to the police. Of these, four are to be d, the 
rest to be warned and watched, A German, Gottlieb Rappel, who was in hiding, 
Ihas been arrested. 


Perso-Russian Relations. 
Tn ennnexion with the Kurdish outbreak at Rezaich (see paragraph 10 

below), the Persian Government has sent strong notes of- protest to 

Ambassador and directly to M. Molotov against the continued Soviet refusal to 


Allow Persian troops at 
Appointmente—Civil. 

6—(i) Dr. Hussain Marauban to be Ustandar (Governor-General) of the 
4th Ustan (Rezaieh). 


65, 


(ii) Hussain Naficy, a Director-General in the Finance Department, to be 
Director-General of the Persian State Railways 

(38) Nahiapar, formerly Farmandar of Saveh, to be Farmandar of Garrus, 

(ivy Adil Rukni to be Farmandar of Saveh. 

(¥) Mustafa Quli, Kemal Hedayet (Fahim-ud-Dowleh) (F.0, 104) (MLA. 141) 
to be Ustandar of Isfahan Province (Department No. 10). 

(Vi) Muhammad Ali Muaddil to be consul at the Persian Consulate-General 
in Delhi, 

Persian Forees. 

7. There has recently been considerable criticism of the army in, the press 
and Pasliament, directed against its opprestve conduct in the past its eary 
oat to the people, the arrogance of its ofiers and its preseatineicieney in the 
preservation of internal security. This caused some concern to the Shah, who 
associates himself very closely with the army, and to the officers, who had long 
enjoyed immunity from public criticism. ‘The effect has probably been salutary. 

8. The Minister for War has laid before the Majlis a project of a law for 
the reformation of the Conscription Law. Details are not yet available, but its 
Purpowe i believed tobe to lighten the burden of conscription to prevent somne 
of the existing abuses in its application 


Appointments—Military. 
9 Brigadier Abdallah Hidayet to be Deputy Chief of the General Sta 
Brigadier Seifullah Shihab to be Director of Military Schools. 


Internal Security, 
Aserbaijan, 

10, There has been further trouble at Rezaieh, originating in an attempt 
by the Persian gendarmerie to disarm some Kurds entering the town. ‘Thix 
‘Oceasioned a rising of considerable numbers of Kurds, who surrounded the town, 
pillaged adjacent villages and attacked and disarmed a gendarmerie pont. of 
twenty-eight men, Whether they entered the town or not is not yet known. Owing 
to Rassian objections, there are no Persian troops in that area and the gendarmerie 
is restricted to small numbers inadequate to deal with serious disorder. The 
Rumian garrison refused to intervene, but it is reported that the Soviet 
‘authorities were instrumental in persuading the Kurds to withdraw from the 
vicinity of the town, Considerable pa for but the situation in 
now calmer. At a conference between the Soviet Consul-General, the F 
Chief of Police and the Kurdish leaders the latter formulated ihe followit 
demands, which were forwarded to Tehran :— 

(1) No. gendarmerie posts to exist in Kurdish region betwoen Khoi and 

Mababad. 


(2) Kurds to be allowed to carry arms, 
(8) 1,200 rifles alleged to have been given to Persian villagers in the Rezaich 
district to be withdrawn. 
(4) Kurds to have oe representative in enh ofthe Goverament Departments 
Rezaich. 


(5) Kurds to enjoy freedom in their own national affairs, 
(6) Persian Government to provide schools in Kurdistan, where the Kurdish 


language would be ured, 
Certain specified lands to te restored to their original Kurdish owners. 
(8) Twenty Kurds now in prison to be released 
‘The rifles mentioned in the third demand—though probably less than 1,200— 


were issued by the Persian Government to villagers for their own defence against 
Kurdish depredations. 


Kurdistan, 


‘The action of the Persian forces against the Kurdish rebels reported 
in paragraph 6 of Summary No. 17/42 appears to have been effective. The 
Nae 
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12. The officer comminding the operations has reported that the villages 
Re Pe ort cermin SA siege pore 
reports that he hopes to make a peaceable settlement with the Kurds of Avroman 
and Merivan, 

13, It is feared that the unpunished outbreak of the Kurds at Rezaich (see 
paragraph 10 above) may have disturbing repercussions on the Baneh area. 


Fare 

14. ‘There have been fewer cases of brigandage on the roads, but the 
situation as regards Nasir Qashgai remains much where it was. There is no fresh 
information about the Boir Ahmadi and as yet no indication that the local 
authorities ure ready to take effective action against them. Meanwhile, they are 
fighting each other. 


Bakhtiari. 
15, Abul Qusim (see paragraph § of Summary No. 17/42) has not yet 
submitted, but His Majesty's Consulate, Isfahan, reports that he is disheartened, 
that his followers are leaving him and his funds running oat. ‘The truth probably 
is that the senior Bakhtiar! Khans in Tehran, who have probably been investi- 
gating these disturbances, have become doubtful of the success of their bluff 


Kerman, 

10, His Majesty's Consnl reports a deterioration in security. This was to 
bo expected, as economic conditions in parts of the province are appalling; many 
people are dying of hunger, 


Foreign Interests 

Russian. 
17. Russian officors in Persia do not conceal thelt suspicions of Turkish 
ood faith, ‘They profoss to see in the arrest and trial of two Soviet citizens in 
ngora, accused of an attempt to murder von Papen, evidence of Turkish 
xubservionce to Germany ‘These suspicious probably account for the increase of 
Russian troopa along the Turkish frontier reported in paragraph 14 (e) of 
Summary No, 16/42, ‘The nambers there reported were, however, an exaggeration, 
18.” It xeoma clear that the Russians have now withdrawn encouragement 
und support from the various clubs and committees of subversive character that 
had been flourishing In Azerbaijan. They are now inactive and lauguisbing from 
Ick of funds.” Bet towards tho Kurds Htussian policy, seems to bare some 
ulterior motive, Recent events at Reztich and their continued refusal to allow 
Persian troops to be stationed there or the gendarmerie to be made up to adequate 
‘trongth seem to indicate that they have no intention of allowing the Kurds to be 
disarmed. They may perhaps hope that they might be useful to them against 


‘Turk 

1B. The port of Bandar Shah (Chas now been dredged safcienty to allow 
‘of ships coming alongside the jetty, A ship has actually discharged direct to the 
Jetty. 

20, ‘The Soviet Government have delivered 1,000 tons of wheat to the Persian 
Government at the port of Naushabr. At the sine time they are preventing the 
export of food-stuffs from the occupied provinces to other parts of Persia. 

21, The Russians secretly moved by night 900 troops from Kazvin to the 
Qaleh Morgeh nerodrome in the vicinity of Tehran, which they had already 
Geeupied with air force and transport personnel some time ago. The purpose of 
this move is not clear, but it may haye been to anticipate a possible aceupation of 
‘Tehran by British troops. 


American, 

22. It has been announced that Lease-Lend facilities are to be extended to 
Porsin and Iraq. 

23. An American journalist, Mrs, Burdett, travelling in Azerbaijan, was 
kailled near Miandoab by Kurds. "The Soviet authorities believe that the attack 
‘was instigated by Axis agents, but it is more probable that she was accidentally 

led in a quarrel between Kurds who were accompanying her and a party met 
‘on the road. 

24. An American Consulate bas been opened at Tabriz. The consal, 
‘Mr. Kunibolm, has stated that be is there expressly to verve Russian policy in 

rsa. 


7 


of the Poles in Persia up to the 4th May was as 
On Habbaniya 
Pableci: Tehran — Alwwaz. Route. 
40047851106 15,700 
(Rear party) 
Rp a SP u 2 
119 ks 1077 


1,703 
5077 
3406 





(B 3342/19/34) No. 21 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received May 30.) 
(No, 143.) \ - f 
HIS Majesty's representative presents. his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Sammary No. 19 for the period the éth-12th May, 
1042, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, May 12, 1942, 


Enclosure in No. 21. 
Military Attaché'x Intelligence Summary No. 19 for the Period May 6-12, 1943. 
Secret.) 


Keonomic. 

A MINISTERIAL decree regulating the transport of food-stufls from one 
district to another has been published. Under these regulations persons veishing 
to transport food-stufls must obtain a permit from the Finance Department of 
the place of origin and a certificate of delivery at the declared destination. In 
this permit the nature, quantity, value, means of transport, destination and the 
hhames of consignor and consignice are to be entered 

2. New coits of the detominations of 5 rials, 1 rial and 4 rial are being 


struck. 
astypenipretitey tote ‘Tabriz and Abar (million sheet 1,D:2), which 
3 The sh line between Tabriz ant war (million sheet 1.D.2), whic 
hhad been complttely destroyed and removed by rebels, has been repaired and 
fh communication has been restored 


Persian Affairs. 


Appointments—Cicil. . me 
4. Ismail Bahadur to be Farmandar (Governor) of Kashau oi¢e Mushaikhi, 
‘appointed an inspector in the Ministry of the Interior. 


‘Persian Forces. 
Appointmente—Military. 

5.—{i) Colonel Ibrahim Arfa (MLA. 36) (brother of Saxtip Hassan. Arfa 
OLA a} has been promoted brigadier for his services in the operations now in 
progress in Kurdistan. 

Mii) Sartip Majid Firuz to be bead of the Lagal Department. of the War 
Office. 

Foreign Relations. 


r2 
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8. The Prime Minister has announced that M. Molotov has replied to the 
telegram sent to him by the Persian Government regarding the situation in 
Rezaieh (see Summary No. 18/42, paragraph 5) to the effeet that he accepted in 
Brinciple the right of the Persian Government to send troops to Rezaich, and that 
details were to be arranged with the local Soviet military authorities; also, that 
ho had given instructions that Russian forces were to co-operate in the restoration 
of order. 


Internat Securit 
Azerbaijan. ai 
9. ‘There is little further reliable news from Rezaich (see Sommary 
No. 18/42, paragraph 10). The Kurds have withdrawn from the vicinity of the 
town, where the situation is naw reported to be calm. The Minister for; War, who 
has. some prestige in that area, accompanied by the new Governor-General, 
Dr. Hussein Marzuban, has visited the town, The former, ina proclamation t6 
the inhabitants, said that be had been depated by the Government to enguire into 
the situation and make the best possible settlement. He promised that the 
following steps would immediately be taken :— 


(i), Urgent representations would be made to the Soviet authorities with & 
View to the re-establishment of security. 
(ii) Armed troops would be sent to suppress the bandits. 
(iii) Government would indemnify those who had been looted. 
(iv) Complete re-establishment of security. When military posts had been 
‘tablished the people would be informed and they would then return 
to their villages. 


Many tclograms and other reports have been received by Government from 
Inhabitants of the Rezaich district giving harrowing tales of pillage and 
atrocities by the Kurds. These are probably exaggerated, but it seems true that 
for a time there was panic in the vill 

Discussions are now in progress between the Ministry for War and the Soviet 
military authorities in Azerbaijan regarding the strength of Persian forces to be 
sent to the Rezaieh area 


Kurdistan, 

10; Details are not yet available regarding. recent developments in 
Kordistan, 'Thoro have bees no further hostilities, and the bulk of the Persian 
troop have been withdrawn from the neighbourhood of Baneh to Saqgiz. Hama 
Rashid is reported to be close to the frontier, sometimes in Iraq, sometimes in 
Horwia, Hin followers appear to be inactive, There have been negotiations 
between the General Officer Commanding Persian forces and certain Kurdish 
chiefs of the area, of which details are not yet available, but it is reliably 
that the latter have accepted certain responsibilities for order and administra 
tion. The general officer commanding has made further reports of the destitution 
and misory prevailing in the villages in the area which bave been ravaged by 
Hama Rashid and bis followers 


Bakhtiari (see Summary No. 18/42, paragraph 15). 

11. Abdul Qasim Bakhtiari, soo of Amir Mufakham (M.A. 63), has sub- 
mitted to General Zahidi and has undertaken to reside in Isfahan. Presumably 
his band has dispersed, ‘There are no further reports of trouble in Bakhtiari. 


Fars. 

12, The situation is calmer. ‘There have been fewer robberies. lers 
still continue between Nasir Qashgai and the Governor-General (Sartip Firuz). 
Tis understood that the latter's 1 to make Nasir Governor of the i 
hhas not met with the approval of the Persian Government. There is no further 
news from the Boir Ahmadi. 


Khuziston. 

18. There has been some robbery and pillage by bands of Arabs, and the 
local Persian commander (Sartip Tajbakah) proposes to make some demonstration 
with troops to restore order. He does not expect any serious opposition. 


6 
British Interests, 

14. HRH. the Duke of Gloncester arrived in Tehran by air on the 
10th May. He was mot at the aerodrome by His Majesty's Minister, the Soviet 
‘Ambassador, the Chief of the Persian General Staff aud other Persian officials. 
There were Persian, British and Russian guards of honour. The Prime Minister 
called on him soon after his arrival, and he later met the members of the Govern 
tment and Persian notabilities at a reception given by the Prime Minister. His 
Royal Highness visited HIM. the Shah on the 11th May. 


UKCC. 

15, In connexion with the evacuation of Poles, the U,K.C.C. tra 

jisation made 1,160 return trips from Tehran to Pablovi, 272 trips, from 
Pahlevi to Hamadan, 170 from Pablevi to the Iraq frontier, aud 100 from Tehran 
1o the Trag frontier. 

16. ‘assembly of American trucks for Russia at Bushire by the 
U.K.C.C, which recommenced on the 22nd April, has progressed wall, Of 
850 trucks unloaded, 638 had been assembled by the 9h May and 880 have left 
Bushire for Tabriz. 

Polish Intereste. 


17. The distribution of the Poles in Persia ap to the 10th May was ns 


=} On Habbaniya 
Mili PaMeri. Tehran, Ahwas. Route 

“Men : 400 ES co sa 

(Rear party 

Women i Ripe. (S087 

Bays ; : 
Civilian— 

Men 1.703, 

Women - 5677 

Children 3406 

In hospital in Tehran) 446 males 


Tehran, May 12, 1942 





3418/19/94) No. 22, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Blen-—(Recoived June 2) 


(No. 151), 
HIS, Majesty's repreenative prewente. bis compliments to Hix Majest 


Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has. the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 20 for the period the 13th to 
TOih May, 1042, compiled by the military attaché to Uhis legation. 


Tehran, May 19, 1942. 


Enclosare in No. 22. 


Mititary Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No.20 for the Period May 18-19, 1942 


(Secret.) 5 ; 
Persian A fairs, 
Economic. 
THE new ministerial decree relating to foreign exchange is published as 
Appendix (A) to this summary. 
Poa eee of the contig harvest are Test favourable than they were some 
weeks ago. “There has been some loss duc to locusts and rust and to the failure 
of the spring rains in some parts. 


(24205) rs 




































































































































































70 
Communications. 


3. The Persian air service between Tehran Kermanshah 

unning regularly once a week since the 6th Ape ate ye 
1¢ Minister of Communications has announced that the railwa 

Tehran to § ind fron Zinj Tor pablic 

‘Tehran to Shahrud and from Tehran to Zinjan will shortly be opened for public 


Appointments—Civil 


5.—(i) Mehdi Shahrikh, formerly Farmandar of Gurgan, to be a Director- 
neral in the Ministry of the Interior, vice Pirzadeh, appointed Directs 
of the Ministry of Finance, eieg Hein Naty. py 
Fing(), Stltam Hussein Rakshant' to be Director-General in the Ministry of 
Total’, Al Anghar Rahmani to be Farmandar of Bam, vice Adl-us-Saltaneh 


Diplomatic Mores. 
_ 6. Ardelan, connsellor 10 the Persi ‘accompani 
his sal arrived in Tebran onthe 1th Mayon VM sald 


No news has yet beer ceived of date Buch: 
Medio Jou, Eordan Miser an Ve ee hearse Tras Botbaret of 


Persian Forees. 


7. "The forve to be sent to Rezaich (see 
paragraph 12 below) is to consist of — 
2 weak battalions of infantry, , ‘a 
2 squadrons of cavalry, 
1 battery of 6 guns, 
1 detachment of 4 mortars, 
1 detachment of 6 light tanks. 
‘The total strength is 1,500. 


‘The commander is Col i i speaki 

Toa ‘eon der js Colonel Mabin, an artillery offcer, speaking French and 
. ‘The Persian Government hax asked ican G 

service af two air, on fr the ad inentive work ofthe War Oey ste 

ey tis understood that the American Government has 


A ppointments—Military. 


9. Sarhany 0 
Gena SAthang, Ahmed Sartipe to be Thepeetor of Infantry on the’ stall of 


Logat. 
10. In the past the serving of summons, writs i i 
Frond bas bee slow and onelinos Impossible tuk, “En onder fo speed ub 
the procedure, nev legislation has beet introduced whereby such summons, €, 
will be served direct on military personnel resiaing outside barracks and military 


zones, and on those residing in, bai zones through 
{riba who are enjorned tose that no delay cerura? 


sua Internal Security. 
11. The situation in the Rezai i is lagers il 
afraid to return to their homes. On ‘ie tr ity freed mst] 
that in Rezaieh there were 60,000 refugees from the villages who were refusi 
to isd back until some TO Buaranteed to them. are more refuges 
ja Shabpur and Khot. ‘The Soviet authorities are sid to be co-operating with te 
Pe ies, fo the extent of taking action by force against the 
Kurds. ‘They had promised the Minister for War to post detachmentsof troope 
among the villages with the object of inducing the | peering to pea this 
mare nani oe caer 
jet authorities, after holding oat for some time f is 

‘of 500, have now agreed that 1.500 Persian may be stationed at Rezsich. 
‘The int detachment ia tobe sent from Tehran og the I8th and 10h May 


13, The outbreak at Rezaich is reported to be confined to the Herki and the 
‘Shakak, some of the latter having come over from Iraq. The Herki are renowned 
for their savagery and lawl id, although the atro ttrihuted to 
them were greatly exagge yy reports indicate that they caused 


considerable loss of life and destruction. The Minister of War 
according to reports given to him at Rezaieh, there were about 350 is 


wounded among villagers and gendarmerie. ‘This number may prove to 
Exaggerated. The Governor-General of Rezaich has reported that some 300 
Tllages have been pillaged in the district. 

{4 A pecaliar feature of the outbreak is that, according to reports from 
several sources, Assyrian and Armenian villages did not safer. ‘This ts regarded 
iy Persians as an indication that the Kurds were anxious not to antagonise the 
Rassians, on whose neutrality they felt « Id rely. The Turkish Military 
Attaché finds it even more ominous, He sees in it proof that the Russians are 
favouring the Kurds and Assyrians with a view to instigating them against the 
Turks should necessity arise 

15. The Sta reports that the forces sent to Eastern Azerbaijan 
(ce Stmmary No. 12/42, paragraph 12) are now disarming the Lachianla section 
Of the Shahsevan tribe in the heighbourhood of Ahar (D8, No. J. 38 


Kurdistan 

10. No further devlopménts have been reported. ‘Hama Rashid ig still at 
large, sometimes on one side of the frontier, sometimes on the other. Until he 
has been pat under restraint, the peace of Persian Kurdistan will always be liable 
to be disturbed. 


Pars. 

17. ‘There has been no serious interference recently with traffic on the road 
between Bushire and Shiraz, but between Shiraz and Isfahan there have been 
hold-ups and assaults on labour. ‘These are probably the work of migrating Arab 
tribes "Then is insecurity in the countryside and some destruction of crops by 
the tribes who are now in migration. There is, however, a. general feeling of 
anxiety. The Governor.General’s overtures to Nasir Qushigai have as yet led to 
fe settlement. It is understood that the Government disapproves of the oxtent 
to which he wishes to go to placate Nasir, on the ground that the latter would then 
be too powerful. 

13° "The Boir Ahmadi are still on, the warpath, robbing indiscriminately 
villagers, other tribes and each other. ‘The Qushquli sub-tribe of the Qaahgai 
tnd the Bakhtiari have been obliged to alter their Dies of migration to Keep out 
Of the way of the Boir Ahmadi. A party of the latter attacked Bandar Dilam 
find appareatly suffered a reverse. ‘The leader, Kabatar Farsi, is reported to have 
teen hounded and captured. This is the min who attempted to blackmail the 
TRLOC. at Gach Saran (sce Summary No. 14/42, paragraph 10), and the attack 
on Bandar Dilam was probably retaliation for the punishment he had suffered 
from the Persian forces near Gach Saran, 


Bakhtiari. 

16, The migration appears to be progressing with tie more than the wsual 
dist ehange Thess nee oo ports of lawlessness. “A British oficial who recently 
CESTed chrough Bakhtiari country, meeting some headmen of sub-vections, 

wts that he found, on the whole, friendly sentiments towards the British and 
nly the general complaints of all Persians against lad administration 


British Interests. 

0. ‘The visit of HR: the Duke of Gloucester had a very good effect. It 

eas appreciated as a compliment to Persia and did something to soothe injured 

Teclings Although his movements were not advertised beforehand, fairly large 
crowds greeted him cordially wherever he went, 


Belgian Interests. 
21, All Belgian technicians and specialists in Persia, who could be useful 
in the development of the resources of the Belgian Congo, are being mobilised for 
service and seat there. 
[24205] va 






















































































































































































Russian Interests 

22. Colonel Selivanoff, Chief of Staff to General Melaikoff, Commander of 
the Russian Forces in North-West Persia, has been prototed to general's rank. 

23. As far as can be deduced from recent events in Western Azerbaijan, 
Russian poliey towards the Kurds within their zoue of occupation is to avoid 
Antagonising them and to give no help or encouragement to. the Persian 
authorities in disarming them. There is no reasonable ground for the accusation 
made by the Turkish Military Attaché that they have armed the Kurds, but, on 
the other hand, they do not appear to have made any attempts to prevent them 
from acquiring arms from the Persian forces when they disintegrated before the 
Russian advance in August last. The purpose of this benevoleree cay only be to 
gain the friendship of the Kurds with a view to making use of their nuisance 
value. There is some excuse for the Turkish suspicions that in following this 
policy it is Turkey that the Russians have in mind. ‘There is insufficient evidence 
to show how far they have encouraged Kurdish aspirations, but there is no doubt 
that the Kurds, or some sections of them, have interpreted the Russian attitude 
as encour ent. Reliable information, however, shows that the Soviec 
authorities have boo aboeked by the damage done in this recent atbreak to 
peaceful villagers, who, failing’ to get protection from Russian troops, have 
haturally aasumed that the Kurds were acting. with Rusian ‘approval. To 
‘antagonise the peasant is no part of Russian policy, 


Iraqi Interests 
24. Abdul Rahman Falahi, first secretary of the Iraqi Legation in Angora, 
hhas been appointed Iraqi Const at Kermanshahe tS" 


Polish Interests. 
25. A total of 851 Poles left Tehran on the 18th May on the Habbaniya 
route, making the distribution up to the 18th May as follows 
On Habbaniya 
Mititary— Pableci. Tehran. Ahwaz Route. 
fen 


. “eal 87811466 
(Rear party) 
Women ie een anghr Lfin ath 
Boyn 


Civiliane— 
Mon... 1,708 
Women 5,670 
Children 3.406 


Tn hospital in Tehran: 446 (mostly males) 


Appendix (A), 
Decree No, 9022 of Council of Ministers, dated 24.11.1321 (May 14, 1942). 

THE Council of Ministers in their session of the 2rd Ordibehesht, 1921 (the 
1th May, 1942), on Proposal No, 8748 of the 28rd Ordibebesht (the 13th May, 
19442), made hy the Ministry of Finance, and by virtue of the authority conferred 
on them by the Foreign Exebange Law of the 10th Esfand, 1314, hereby make 
the following regulations -— 

Article 1. 

As from the 24th Ordibehesht, 1921 (the 14th May, 1942), the buying rate for 
the pound will be 128 rials, and that for the dollar 3 rials, nd the welling rates 
for pounds and dollars shall be 130 rials and 32-50 rials respectively. 

Article I, 

As from the above date, the authorised banks must buy at the above- 
mentioned rates, for the account of the Exchange Commission, the exchange 
obtained from exports, and all other exchange offered. 


Article II. 


The authorised banks may sell exchange to importers at the official rates 
prescribed in article T of the present decree for the importation of all kinds of 
‘goods, in accordance with liceniees issued by the Exchange Commission, 


3 


Article IV. 

‘The Exchange Commission is authorised to issue licences for the purchase 
of exchange at the official rates for every other sort of requirements, including 
educational, travelling, medical treatment expenses, &c, 


Article V. 
‘The provisions of Decree No, 7082 of 0.VIT1920 (the 28th September, 1941) 
are hereby repealed. 
Tehran, May 19, 1942. 





(B 3594/19/35) No. 28, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received Juine 10), 

(No. 161) id 7 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 

herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 21 for the period the 20th’ ta 
26th May, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


May 26, 1942. 


Enclomure in No. 23. 


tary Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 21 for the Period May 20-26, 1942 


Persian Affairs. 
Economic. é 
AN increasingly gloomy view is being taken by the Persian authorities of 
the prospects of the coming harvest. Such reports as are available indicate that 
although crops in some areas are likely to be considerably below earlier hopes, 
there is as yet no cause for serious anxiety provided hoarding can be prevented 
and rt is available to ensure distribution, 1 i i 
2. The Minister of Finance, in arguing that the increase in the note issue 
‘was little to blame for the rise of prices, stated that the present note circulation 
‘was 2,190 million compared with a previous 2,000 million, 
8. The following foreign trade statistics have been published for the month 
the 2st March- 20th April = tel 
Commercial and duty-free imports... 92.473,300 
sports (other than A..O.C. and fisheries) 69,486,790 
‘alue of real foreign trade 126,161,045 
Excess of exports over commercial imports 12,689,171 
Total revere collected by Customs ~ B2486.790 


Communications. 
4. Railway passenger service to Zinjan was inaugurated on the 21st May 
and io Shahrud on the 2rd May. 
Officials, 
5. A warrant has been issued for the arrest of Fathullah Pakravan 
(LA. 208) (FO, 154/1940), formerly Governor-General of Khorassan and 
42 offcio controller of the Meshed shrine, for alleged embezzlement. 


Appointments—Civil. ‘ 
6.—{i) Masud Moazid, head of Consular Department of the Ministry for 


be Director-General in that Ministry, 
Fowith Ron Titan, Garden akhir (LA. 112) (F.0. 86), to be head of the 
tment of Statistics and Civil Status. 

(iii) Muhammad Said Maraghehi (M_A. 252) (F.O. 182), Persian Ambassador 
to the USSR, has left Moscow to return to Persia to take up the appointment 
of Minister for Foreign Affairs ase 

1 tre Armnullal "Aidelan hes’ ben’ sppiited “Dinette Gaara loft 
Ministry of Finance. 
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Khorassan, Internal Security. 

7. His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed reports) a recrudescence of 
banditry by trans-frontier outlaws which has affected the security of the Meshed 
Zahidan road between Meshed and Turbat-1-Haidari 


Azerbaijan, 

8. The situation at Rezaich has greatly improved, due to the co-operation 
of the Russian authorities, who, in addition to posting detachments to give 
confidence to the villagers, have been persuading the Kurds to return some of the 
loot. Pillaging has ceased and the countryside has returned to normal. ‘The first 
cohelon of the Persian troops destined for Rezaich has reached Tabriz, where it 
will await the arrival of the second echelon. 

9, Recent and relatively reliable information shows that the number of 
killed and wounded was considerably less than the figures reported in Summary 
No, 20/42, paragraph 13. The Soviet authorities estimate that the casualties on 
both aides wero about forty killed and seventy wounded, and that the material 
damage doue was considerably leas than the 70 million rials reported by the eal 
Persian authorities, 


Kurdistan, 
10. allowers—reliably 
‘A detach 


Khusestan, 

11. Tein unlikely that any operations will be undertakes 
(ico Summary No, 19/42, paragraph 13), ax the Government 
situation dees not call for military intervention. 


Pare, 

Je to report except minor robberies and pillaging. incidental 

‘There was a fight between # «mall detachment of Persian 

eavaley rior force of Boir Abmadi raiders, in which the former are 
reported to have acquitted themselves well. 


Bakhtiari, 

13, Theo is little’ fresh news after the surrender of Abul Qaxim reported 
in Summary No,20/42. General Zahidi is said to be using Abul Qasim to procure 
the surrender of other recalcitrant Bakhtiari leaders, such as Nadir Quli and 
Alidad. 

Foreign Intereste 

Swiss. 

14, Mr. Rudolf Fenninger, a director of the Swixe N 
eon engaged as adviser to the Banque Mellie. 


Polish. 
15, On the 23rd May a total of 450 Poles left Tebran on the Habbaniya 
route. The distribution on the 26th May was as follows >— 
On Habbaniye 
Military— Pahlevi. Tehran. Ahwaz" Route 


a a) 523 11,466 
‘ 
ss 1,086 uw ‘ie 


Civilian— 
Men 4 ¥ 1,708 
‘Women 5.670 
Children cs s 3406 

In hospital in Tebran ; 446 (mostly males). 


Tehran, May 8, 1942. 


% 
(E 3619/19/35) No, 24. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Received June 15.) 
(No. 167.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majest 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No: 23, the 27th May to the 2nd June 
1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, June 2, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 24. 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Period 
May 2-June 2, 1949 


(Becret.) 


Persian Affairs. 
Reactions to the War, 

THE German success in the Kerch Peninsula has reawakened public fears 
that the war may reach Persia. They are little, if at all, allayed by ‘Timoshenko's 
offensive. Numerous rumours are current, ealcalated to increase public nervous 
ness, Pro-German propaganda is active, but has not yet reached that pitch of 
intensity which may be. expected! to coincide with the German offensive 
aul in Libya is arousing some inte. The prom remains favorable to the 

ies. 


Economic. 
2 There has been a slight fall in some prices, notably wheat and sugar, the 
former due to the approach of the harvest and the release of honrded. grain. 


An Regulations, 
lations on this subject have been issued under the authority 
ig, Law of the 15th March, 1942, referred to in Summary No, 12/42, 
3. These regulations provide, inter alia, for provincial commissions 
‘comprising governors, provincial directors of finance, publie prosecutors, bank 
al chiefs and local notables. The commissions have the vight 
1 fix prices, specify certain goods as scarce and liable to declaration, and to carry 
‘out searches for suspected hoards 
‘The selling of wheat except to Government is forbidden. In order to prevent 
profiteering in medicines, chemists are forbidden to sell except on a doctor's 
prescription. Doctors must keep records of all prescriptions given and chemist 
of all drugs dispensed. i 
In order to regulate the consumption of essential food-stulls, &c,, the 
following quantities have been laid down ax normal consumption :— 
Kilog 
Flour per person, per day 1 
Rice per person, per year 60 
Cooking butter and butter, per your i 20 
Grains and potatoes, per year i 
Charcoal, per year o 150 
Soap, per year. Eas, Sad 6 


Legislation. 
4 In future, export certificates are to be abolished and a stamp duty of 

6 per cent. ad ealorem is to be charged on all import licences. A stamp duty 

of 1 per cent. ad ealorem is to be changed on all customs licences for exported 


Internal Security, 

Azerbaijan, 
5. ‘There is still anxiety among the populace of the Rezaich region, but 
confdeace is teiog restored: The Soviet. authorities have expromed” to Tis 
Majesty's Legation apprebensions of incursions of Herki Kurds from Iraq. ‘The 
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first echelon of Persian troops has reached Rezaich 
take any provocative action against the Kurds, still less make any atten 
wholesale disarmament. e bis lec hoes is 


Kurdistan, 
6. ‘The Political Adviser to the General Officer Commanding, 10th Army. 
recently visited Saggiz and the headquarters of the Persian troops who operated 
gainst Hama Rashid, He heard from local Kurdish villagers many complaints 
of the depredations of Hama Rashid and his men, and himself saw examples of 
senseless destruction at Saqgiz. He foand little or no sympathy for Hama Rashid 
nor any inclination by local Kurds to regard him asa national hero. ‘The 
situation is now quiet. Some responsibility has been given to local Kurds for the 
maintenance of order, but Hama Rashid, who is in the mountains near the Traqi 
border, remains a potential source of trouble. 


Bakhtiari 

7, ‘The Bakhtiari tribes are now giving no cause for anxiety. They are 
themselves suffering from the depredations of the Kuhgalu, principally Boir 
Ahmadi, tribes and have bad to abandon their normal Tine of migration. A 
reliable British observer who recently travelled through the tribal country report 
that he found many evidences of friendly feelings towards the British, very little 
interest in the war, no evidence that German propaganda or intrigues had bad 
any effect, and generally a desire to be left in peace. He found no desire on the 
part of heads of sections for the return to positions of authority in the tribe of 
the big chiefs, who have for long been exiled in Tehran or Isfahan, ‘They had 
complaints against the extortion practised by Persian officials, bat, on the whole, 
Aid not seem to think that they were very moc wors than their old Khane had 


Pars, 

8. The situation in genoral has shown no change. ‘There has been no 
increase in highway robberies. Some of the Khamseh tribes have been looting 
Villages on their upward migration in the Debbid ond Sivand areas. 


Dashti. 

9. The Persian forces. at Khormuj have been reinforeed by some 900 men 
and two tanks. Sargurd {Baer} Arab Shaibani has taken over command of the 
forve from Colonel Ahenin. "The Persian troops have advanced as far as Kaki 
‘and Abdan (65, south-east of Bushire) without. opposition. Another 
‘otachment has been despatched by sea to effect a landing on the Dashti const 
‘Ali Intuail, the Dash leader, is reported to have taken to the hills, 


Persian Forces. 
A ppointmente—Mititary. 
10. The following Sarlashkar (Major-General) to be Sipahbod (Lieutenant- 
General) — 
(i) Murteza Yazdan Panah, Chief of the Genéfal Sta (F.0. 216) 
(M.A. 301). 
‘The following Sartips (Brigadiers) to be Sarlashkars — 
(ii) Fazlollah Zabidi, commanding Isfahan Division. 
(iii) Farajollah Aghevli, Chief of the Gendarmerie (F.0. 25) (MLA. 6). 
(iv) Majid Firuze (Nasi-ed-Dowleh), commanding the Air Force and head 
of the Legal Department of the Army. 
‘The following Sarhangs (Colonels) to be Sartips — 


(v) Abdul Ali Itemad Moqaddam, Deputy Chief of the Gendarmerie. 
(vi) Ghulam Hussein Nagdi, Judge Advocate-General’s Department, War 


(vii) Toeahime Zarabi, commanding the gendarmerie of the South-Western 
istrict, 
(viii) Colonel Garzan, formerly employed in the Railway Administration, to 
‘be Director of the Ist Bureau, General Staff, Army Headquarters, 
vice Sarhang Shabrais. 


British Interests, 


11. A Financial Agreement between the British and Persian Governments 
was signed on the 26th May :— 

(i) The agreement fixes the sterling/rial rate for the duration of the war 
at 155/180, and corresponding rate for United States dollars based 
on the official sterling /dollar rate of exchange. 

(i) The Persian Government undertakes— 

(@) To purchase for rials at the controlled rates of exchange all 
sterling area currencies offered to finance the British Govern- 
ment's expenditure in Persia; 

(2) To place no unreasonable restriction on transactions in sterling 
area currencies; 

(¢) To allow all authorised transactions to take place at the controlled 
rates of exchange; and 

(@) To make arrangements for maintaining » supply of local earrency 

‘adequate to finance all commercial and financial transactions 

between Persia and the sterling area. 


(ili) The British Government undertakes— 


(@) To do everything ponte to ensure flow of exntial sapplies to 

Persia. 

(0) If Persin has insufficient dollar balances to\pay for * essential 
supplies" from North America, to convert into gold xo much 
of Persia's sterling balances ab are needed to make up the 
insufficiency of her dollars. 

(6) To convert into gold 40 per cent. of Persia's final unspent sterling 
balances a8 at the 30th June, 1942, and 40 per cent, of the hal 


yearly aceretions thereafter. - = 
(i) To guarantee Persia's sterling balances against any’ depreciation 
of sterling in terms of gold. 


{iv) ‘The agreement extends treatment to Persia that has not been extended 
to other countries in the Middle East; in particalar, the provisions 
relating to gold conversion and guarantee of sterling halance may, if 
they become generally known, cause some embarrasament to. His 
Majesty's Government in theit financial relations with these other 
countries. Accordingly, as little publicity as possible will be given to 
thre contents of the agreement, although the fact that it must go before 
‘a public session af the Majlis for formal confirmation makes it 
impossible to treat the agreement as confidential, : 

(8) With effect from the 14th May, the Persian Government authorised the 
resumption of dealings by the authorised banks in foreign exchange at 
the rates of exchange fixed hy the agreement. So far as sterling area 

the, Exchange Commision ix granting 

freely. 
for the supply of local currency for the 
is Majeaty's Lagation when the 


t hase of forei 
mat dealings in foeiga 


12. Sit Reader Bolland left Tehran on the 27Uh May for Landon for consul- 
jon with His Majesty's Government. 
een Tne General Oficer Commanding, 10th Army, visited ‘Tehran from the 


25th to 27th May. 5 
14, A Central Supply Committee Is boen set up in Tehran as.a branch of 


the Middle East Supply Council. 


Russian Interests, 


15, It is reported on good authority that, as a result of recent events in 
Reraieh, Russian influence bas diminished in Westera Azerbaijan among both 
Karas amie Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed reports that. the Russi 

16. His "5 Consul-G fussian 
garriom there has bean increased by 1,200 infantry fro Askhabad, 




























































































































































































Polish Interests 


17. General Anders arrived in Tebran from Cairo and London on the 
25th May and left by air for Polish headquarters at Yangi Youl (near Tashkent) 
on the 28th. “He said that he had no doabt that he would succeed in getting Soviet 
reement t0 the evacuation of thousands more Poles, Indeed, he hoped to get 
all Poles, including the divisions he commands, out of Russia. 
18. ' General ‘Boruta-Spiechowicz has left ‘Tehran for England, where he 
{a to join the Polish forces. He has, it seems, lost the confidence of General 
inders 
19. There is nochange in the Polish evacuation figures given in para- 
graph 15 of last week's Summary, saciritd ae 


Tehran, June 2, 1942. 





(8 3737/19/34) No. 25, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Recvived June 22) 
(No. 180.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 28 for the period the 3rd to the 
8th June, 104% compiled by the military attaché to this legation- 


Tehran, June 9, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, 25, 
Maicary Attaehl's Intaligence Summary No. 28 for the Period June 3 to 9, 


(Beoret) 
Persian Affaire. 
Publie Opinion, 

‘THE 1,000-airceaft raids on Cologne and Essen have appealed to the 
Persian rene of the dramatic and have had an impressive effect, ‘This, together 
with the obvious defeat of Rommel’s original plane and the delay in the 
launching of the main German offensive in Russia, haa steadied public morale 
‘and raised Allied prestige. 


Tribat Affairs. 
2A commission has been formed in ‘Tehran to investigate complaints of 
the tribes Tt is presided over by the Procurator-General, and its members 
include representatives of the Ministrigs for War and Interior, the deputy 
director of the National Bank, and the Director of Transferred Properties 


Economic. 


y,floomy picture of con- 


Offcialy—Civit. 
4. Mr. Sued, Persian Ambassador in Moscow, has left Kuibyshev to take 
up the post of Minister for Foreign Aflairs in the Persian Government, 
itsry, 
5. Sarlashkar Amanullah Jahanbani, the Minister for War, has been 
granted the Order of Humayun, First Class. 
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Internal Security, 


6. ‘The Commanders of the Western Corps, the Soutfi-Western (Lurestan 
and Khuzestan), 9th (Isfahan) and 6th (Fars) Divisions are now in Tehran, 
‘having been summoned by the Chief of the General Staff for a conference on 
internal security. Tribal questions generally are under discussion aud particu. 
larly the attitude the Government should adopt towards the retura of tribal 
chiefs to therr estates m tribal areas. Some of these, taking advantage of the 
breakdown in administration that followed on the events of last Augost, have 
already taken possession of their lands. The generals are on the whole not 
enthusiastic about undertaking the operations necessary to dispossess them by 
force. ‘The Governinent are also averse from extensive military operations, bit 
at the same time fear the result of allowing the chiefs again to establish them- 
selves in authority in the tribes 


Azerbaijan, 

7. Tho situation in the Rezaich district is calming down, The Soviet 
authorities are co-operating to restrain the Kurds Most of the villagers have 
returned to their homes. " 

8 In Khalkbal (Eastern Azerbaijan) there has been some disturbance 
resulting from the collection of arms by Persian troops (eee Summary No. 20/42, 
Paragraph 1) 

"The whole of the force despatched from Tehran (see Summary No, 20/42, 
iph 7) has now reached Rezaich. ‘ 

10.” The following important Kurds of Azerbaijan are now in Tehran 
Quzi Mohamed and Sheikh Abdullah of the Mababad (Sauj Bulagh) District, 
and Qarani Agha, Chief of the Mamish. Among representations they haye made 
is that the Dehbukri chieftain, Amir Assad; whom the Persian Government 
recently appointed Governor of Mahabad, should be replaced by a Persian official 

11. ‘The intrusion of a small British mechanised column, moving from Mosul 
via Rowanduz to Saqgiz, Senneh and Kermanshah, has given rise to a number 
of rumours in Azerbaijan : the British were coming to keep order in the Rezaich 

rea, the Russians having failed to do so; the Germans were approaching the 
Caucasus and the British had come to help the Russians; the British had realised 
that the Rnasians were bound to be defeated and were reconnoitring positions to 
be cocupied when that happened 


Fars, 

12. The General Officer Commanding the Fars Division. reports that the 
eperations in Dashti have teen brought to a muccessful conclusion, all chiefs 
having submitted excopt Ali Iamail of Daiyyr. ‘ 

18. Except for some minor robberies on the road between Shiraz.and Abadeb, 
the work of migrating tribes, the situation in Fars is quiet. Troops are being 
moved from both the Fars and Isfahan Divisions towards the sammner quarters 
of the Boir Ahmadi and these movements may explain approaches recently made 
by certain rebel Boir Ahmadi chiefs to Persian officials both in Ahwaz and 
Isfahan, 

14. The Government have informed the Governor-General of Fars that they 
will in no circumstances agree to the recognition of Nasir Qushgai ax head of 
the tribe. 


Khuzestan e 

15. The General Officer Commanding South-Western Division now 
considers that it will be unnecessary to make a military demonstration against 
the Arabs. He has advocated a reasonable policy of reconciliation (see Summary 
No. 21/42, paragraph 11), 


‘Kurdistan. 

16. The situation in Northern Kurdistan is reported in paragraph 7 above, 
In Southern Kurdistan the situation is still quiet. General Shahbakhti has, 
according to his own statement, made an agreement with some of the Ranch 
Reqradehs, not including Hama Rashid, regarding local security and responsi 
bility which may be temporarily satisfactory. ‘There are now no. Persian 
troops nearer to Baneh than Saqgiz, where Persian administration has been 
re-established. 
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ati; 1 the Shahabad area there are signs of impending trouble, where the 

Waladbegi and Babajant tribes are reported to be meditating an attack on the 

Guran, “There is, however, as yet no reason to think that this will develop into 
anything serious. 

Russian A fairs. 

18. ‘The Soviet military authorities at Kazvin are now refusing to allow 

officers and military personnel to go to Resht and Pablevi. ‘The matter 

ig takeu up with the Soviet Embassy, who have previously stated on several 

ecasions thet there was no restriction on movements to Resht and certain other 

places. 

19. This change of attitude may be due to one or more of several causes 

For some time past the Soviet military authorities bave been asking for the 

withdrawal of Polish evacuation staffs at Pahlevi and Kazyin on the grounds 


that there is to be no further evacuation of Poles, It is probable also that they 

resent the intrusion of British troops into their zone mentioned in paragraph 11 

above, aud that their suspicions have been further aroused by the inquisitive 

jouuraevings of British general officers in the vicinity of Mianeh, Kazvin and 
it. 


Egyptian A ffairs. 
20, Abdul Latif Talat Pasha bas been appointed Egyptian Minister in 


Polish A fi 
21. On the 5th June a convoy of 910 Polish militar Nett Tehrai 
1m the Habbantya roate.” The ‘approximate distribution ou the 8th Jane, wer an 
follows -— 
On Habbani 
Military— Pahteei. Tehran. — Adwas. route. * 
fen 


M meg) BOL Mae 
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Women prides n} se 


Boys a 
Civilian— 

Men 

Women 

Children |. 
Tehran, June 9, 1042. 





(8 3806/19/94) No. 26, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received June 2 
(6) ( June 25) 
ajesty’s rwpresentative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secret ota for Foreign Afiry find has the bonout to trons 
rewith a copy af Intelligence Summary No. 24, the 10th Jed 
by the military attaché to Ais legation. © I Tie spate 


Tehran, June V6, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 26. 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 24 for the Period 
June 10-16, 1943. 
(Beeret) 


Legal. 
DRAFT Hions have been laid before the Majlis to arise 
extablishment of military courts formed ances the Mslitass Gonenteont Leos ot 
1909-10. There were no such regulations previously in force, and it was not clear 
what offences were triale by military courts. ‘The principal elences now tobe 
brought within the jurisdiction of stich courts are offences against the safety of 
the Realm, subrerive movement ‘against the Constitution (to profess a belief in 

comtunism is’ specific offence, sabotage, certain breaches 
‘and offences against the anti-hoatding laws: sai 2 Pg 


Persian Affaire, 
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2. The Goverament, not content’ with the powers given to it by the Anti 
Hoarding Law, has asked the Majlis for full powers to deal with problems of 
food distribution. On the 14th June the Majlis approved a single-article Bill 
Which gives the Government full powers to take any necessary measures, in 
addition to those authorised in the Anti-Hoarding Law, for the acquisition and 
distribution of food-stuffs 


Economic. 

3. The press, Parliament and the public are greatly concerned! about the 
iyueeticn of Yood fat ibe ‘néxt twelve onthe. Ustarchraile reports’ of the 
harvest reach Tebran from many parts of the country, Serious shortages 
‘tndoubtedly do exist in some areas, but it was to be expected that local officials 
and landowners would underestimate their own resources. An even approxi 
mately accurate estimate of grain available cannot yet be made. ‘The current 
belief that there is a shortage will encourage easant to hoard his grain, 

4. The ernment has now fixed the buying price of grain for certain 
reas, of which the following are examples :— 

eye to, 
Kerman 1,500 
Fare 1,600, 
Khuzestan 1,650, 

5. The shortage of motor trassport, which is largely due to shortage of 
tyres, im problem which ia likely to be of increas exity. Te affects not 
only the distribution of supplies, but also the ability of the Persian fares to 
maintain order, Nothing tn more likely to provoke disorder than failure to 
rate au equitable distrbution ot suppliea "There my. be some scope in the 
evelopment of animal transport, but ft will possibly bo found that: the greatat 
Dart of the available animal transport Ie alrendy employed on osential catriage 
Bhortage of grain and fodder aloo limita its possi 


Appointments—C 
6. Farajullah Avof—a Kurdish Deputy of the Majlix—to bo Governor of 
Senneh, 
Persian Forces 
7... There is a noticeable in the morale of the Persian Army. 
Desertions are fewer; in the T 
ih een are being less badly tres 
‘evidence that the army is, on the whok 
8. The gendarmerie is still indisaiplined, badly officered and ander 
stronugth. Service in the geadarmerie is volunta its attraction, has always 
Iain ih the opportunities for blackmail and pickings of various sorts, The present 
he generally resiueed opportunity for illicit addi 
ruta 
‘A brigade on the new establishment ie being formed at Turbat-lJa 
Khorasan, 


Appointments—Military 

0.—(i) Sartip Kazim Sbaibani to command the Tehran Tadependent Cavalry 
Brigade. 

(ii) Sathang Mohamed Mazberi to be Director of the Ist Burean, General 
Staff. 

Gil) Sarhang Garzan to be Director of the Ilr Bureau, General’ Staff 
(previously Director of the Ist Bureau). ies 

(iv) Sarhang Hitoniat to command a brigade of the Fars Division 

(¥) Sarhang Hashimi to be Chief of the Gendarmerie in Fars 

(vi) Sarlashkar Mugaddam to be Military Governor of Tehran, rice Sartip 
‘Abdur Reza Afkhami 


Conscription. 

10. Certain articles of the Conscription Law of the 19th June, 1938, have 

been amended. The main changes introduced by theso amendments are as 
follows -— 

(i) Provincial conscription committees may tour their province 0 48 to 

‘obo made by conscripts called up for examination. 
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Gi) Conseripts may perform their military service in the garrison town 
dence if they so desire. 
partment will in future be the body 
0 of the particulars of 1 
partially fit or fit for light duties were allotted 
mapations in Under. the amended. law 
men not passed as fit will not be called up. 

‘ously certain eategories of breadwinners and sole supporters of 
incapacitated rela mths with the 
colours and were subsequently their military 
service (sixteen months) to the road guards, Under the amended law 
stich persons shall. receiv Fat a time up to five 
years. after which they will ‘one year and thet 
released. 

(vi) The care of a pts destitute dependants devolves upon the 
unicipal author 1 is a charge against them, 
(vii) The course serve olficors has heen reduced from twelve 
to six months. 
(viii) The work of provincial conscription committees will be subject to 
Periodical inspection by inspectors from the capital 


Internal. Security. 
Azerbaijan. 
1 
bolioved 1 
some pani 
Anxiety was also 
far as ix known, have 


Kurdistan, 
12, ‘The situation is 
detained in Traq there would be little cause for anxiety in this area. 


Fors 
18, After & month oF # of relative wenrity robberies b 
on the Bushire-Shitaz road, ‘The offenders are probably Boir 
sand possibly malcontents from Dashes 
14, At the meeting of divisional’ commandere referred to 
oi 28/42, paragraph 8,8 plan of netion was concerted again the Be 
‘The plan ‘envisages concerted action the Boir Al 
quarters in the vicinity of Tal Khosrow (DS. H.39I) by colt 
vision operating from Haiza (D.S, H130Q), fromthe 
operating (DS. H.30.D), ane from the South-Wes 
operating from Behbehan (DS. 1.39.1). 


Kerman. 
15. ‘Thore.have een hold-nps of traffic ov the Bandar Abbas-Kerman road 
UK.C. lorries carrying petrol being stopped in ane case. They were, however 
allowed to proceed after the drivers had been relieved of their cash, Hunger in 
robably the incentive for these robberies. From Khamir, a stall coastal town 
tween Bandar Abbas and Lingeh, comes tho report of a clash between Amnteh 
and a gang of robbers. The former suffered defeat, the loss of six rifles and a 
fino which was levied in return for the felease of their commanding officer, who 
had been captured in the affray, 


Russian Interests, 


16. The Soviet authorities have said that for reasons of security they must 
insist thot, no foreigners may enter the Russian-occupied zone without passes 
signed by the Soviet Military Attaché. ‘This applies to British officers in uniform. 
ihe Soviet justification being that a British uniform is the most likely disguise 
fora Gerwian spy. Applications for pass have been dealt with very promptly 

17, Lieutenant-Colonel Masiofl, Soviet Military Attaché, has hee recalled 


to Russia and has been replaced by Colonel Razin. An Assistant Soviet Military 
Attaché, Major Beliachev, has also been appointed. 
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Ameriéan Lnterests 

1s. The pros has been ranning a strong campaign in favour of the engage 
ment of American advisers, particalarly for finance and education. America has 
recently been the subject of many flattering articles. 


Free French Interests 
19. M. Goddard, the representative int Persia of the Free French National 
Committee, bas been officially recognised by the Persian Government. M. Goddard 
has been Director of the Archeological Department of the Persian Government 
since 1934 
‘20. Commandant Jouvel has been nominated as military delegate in Persia 
of the Free French forces and represents General Catron 


Tehran, June 16, 1942. 










































































































































































CHAPTER I1—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(E 1847/207/89) 


jeneeul Spears to Minister of State (Cairo)—{Receiced in Foreign Office, 
April 9.) 


Weekly Political Summary. 


(No. 780, Saving. Secret.) 
(Telegeaphic.) Beirut, March 19, 1942 


1. General. 
THERE has been a further lull in the political troubles that have been 
gathering in Syria and the Lebanon, Shukei Quwatli ix still in Bagdad and will 
probably remain there for another week, as he i+ reported to be busy in his efforts 
to settle outstanding difficulties between Iraq and Sandi Arabia. ‘The strike 
which the students in D were reported to be organising for 14th March 
didnot take place, whi ignificant in that it probably indicates that they 
wore uncertain of popul Tt is now apparent that, though the arrests 
of the political agitator rovoked high feelings, the strong 
taken has nevertheless acted as a sedative to a situation which showed si 
sgotting out of hand, 
Control of the iasue of passports has been handed over to the Syrian Govern. 
hy the Free French, This docs not appear fo have created any profound 
impression, but it is likely that at leant ite political implication hax temporarily 
confounded political agitators, 

The. visit of Colonel Glabb to various parte of Syria hax caused much 
speculation und given the politically conscious food for thought 

‘The price and the supply of wheat remain the burning question throughout 
the Iand aud anxiety ix genoral that prices may sky-roeket and a state of partial 
famino arin where local cot 
Present whom. To meet tom. menstre ha . 
agreement virtually reached between British and French, economic adv 
unfortunately the ** Comité supérieur de Ravitaillement ” was unable to set the 
eal on them at its meeting last week, ax the new Syrian delegate had apparently 
no knowledge of the wheat problem nor authority to diseuss it. Meanwhile, the 
Syrian Ministers of Supply and In ildlenly shown great activity and 
have succeeded in buying appreciable quantities of wheat in the Jezireh which 
they are moving In to Aleppo. Although this belated disposition to help. them: 
selves on the part of the Syrian Government is romething to be encouraged, it in 
clear that only an overall scheme to deal with the interim period until the 
harvest, the now crop and the ever-present activities of the speculators will 
‘adequately meet the situation. It is hoped that agreement to such a scheme will 
be arrived at this week ats meeting of tbe comits Ia Damacces, Already 11 is 
becoming clear that teansport is likely to be a major factor in handling the 
now crop. 

An anti-locust conference was held in Damascus on 12th March attended by 
British, French, Syrian and Labanese representatives, and another meeting is 
taking ‘place on 18th March at Haifa to co-ordinate measares between the 
adjacont Levantine countries, 

Tho local Franco-Syrian authorities are at present reported to be dealing 
ficiently with an outbreak in the area between Kamischlo and Hassetche. 

"Twelve cases of typhus have been reported from the Damascus area and three 
from Aleppo, while the village of Kannassai (50 kilom. south-east of Aleppo) 
was found to be *o badly infected that it has been isolated by the medical 
authorities, Steps have been taken for the immediate exchange of information 
bout epldemice between the local Syrian and Turkish frontier authorities. 


2 Syria: Damascus. 

Political activity has been slight and there has been no breach of public order 
during the week, A number of petitions and ramours are the only reactions to 
the shock caused by the arrests in the previous week. 
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Resentment against the anthority exercised by the Services spéciaux was 
again expressed to our political officer. The Government is reported to be 
Writing to General Catroux asking that SS. officers shonld be instructed not to 
intervene directly in Syrian administration but should confiie themselves to 
{ting as Intelligence Oficors and advisers. Reasonable as stich a request seems, 
it savours of a counsel of perfection, since the Syrian Civil Service 18 not to be 
relied upon to administer the country efficiently and honestly and its authority 
counts for little in the outlying and tribal disiriets. On the other hand, there 
is no doubt that soine of the SS. officers are not qualified for their posts and are 
tactless in handling the local anthorities. 

There has been great speculation as to who will fill the vacancy ia the Cabinet 
eaused by the death of Abdal Ghaifar Pasha Al Atrash, but #0 far no decision 
Jhas been taken 

On 12th March the President of the Republic drank a large dose of bonzine 
in mistake for water and great covsternation followed. Wild rumourn spread 
through the town and, to calm the population and to dash the hopes of many, it 
was deemed necesary forthe sheikh 40 take the ait publicly ou Friday, 18th 

At the time of writing, an outhreak of trouble among Senegalese soldiers 
fat Damascus is reported, in which it is believed at least ono French officer was 
killed. Firing lasted for about an hour. No British or local inhabitanta were 
involved and it seems that the fighting was the result of diflerances between a 
section of Senegalese troops and their officers. Though this has ereated a bad 
impression, it appears that the cause of the trouble Was A personal matter and 
thas no loval political significance. Further reports are awaited. 


&. Aleppo. 

‘The situation has remained quiet but the feeling in the area in increaxingly 
uneasy, mainly because of the excessive prices of tread and other commdithon 
rumours regarding the arrests at Damascus and the absence of reasstiring Wat 
bows 

‘one of the fourteen Deputies from the Aleppo district in tho last Syrian 

Parliament, nor those from the adjaceut notthern dixtrict. has signed the recent 
iroalated ioanifesto in favour of Sheikh Taj. Over plana for welcoming hcl, 
Shukri Quwath the two main local Nationalist factions, those of the Jabris and 
of De. Found Hassan Ibrahim, are reported. to. bo uniting temporarily 
Government. schools were given a short holiday for’ fear, apparently. that 
demonstrations would be made. 7 

Details of the Government purchases of wheat in tho Jezireh are not yet 
available, but on the rovent visit of the Ministers of Interior and Supply a promine 
vas made that bred in Aleppo woul xin te on sale at PS 80 Kio. to a 
except the rich. ‘The poor will also try to buy at this price to supplement their 
cheaper daily ration of } kilog, of Hour. which is inadequate when the prices of 
‘other normal foods are: prohibitive It is folt locally: that urgent: detion ig 
Irecomning hoarders. or that increased supplies of cheap. wheat 
aust be made avatlahle; failing which, Uhero may be soricas local unvest i the 
tear, fature, 

‘There have been further rumours of ‘Turkish troop concentrations in the 
Hatay area, and acconding to one rumour Germany has offered Syrin and Ting 
to Turkey ifthe latior country will allow the free pasiage of German troop 


4. Homs and Hama. 
“There is litle to report from this area during the week 
Sheikh Trad-el-Melbem, of the Hasench, prepared a feast at Quriatein, at 
hich Colonel Gluba. who was fortunately delayed, was to have been: pus 
honour. The political oficer was also invited and received deputation of 
Imams. who pleaded for the release of Sheikh Moustapha S'bai arrested some tine 
ago in Faletine, Shih Tad daquety support he ple, and made a rd 
‘Appeal on the question of rucitailement. ‘The company then aut down vs ah 
of eighty sheep and three camels waa eae 8 Tene 


9. Jebel Druze 
Generals: Catroux and Collet, and political officers representing Ge 
Wilson and Mr. Hamilton, as well as all the members of the Syrian Goverment 
(eroept Sheikh Taj) were present at the funeral of Abdal Ghafiar Pasha AL 
Atrash. General Catroux delivered an oration in which he praised the Pasha 
loyalty to France: but his speech caused some criticism in Gavernment carves 
24205) o8 







































































































































































because it contained. references to the Druze nation. which’ tended to perpetuate 
the se-tntonomns Ragne of the Jebel 

‘Great interest has been argused in the Jebel as to who will be appointed 
Minister of Defence. ‘The Druze feel that another Druze must inevitably. be 
Chinn ethers macht he si for thet contention tis reported. ha 
Soltan Pasha El Atrash has been approached by the Damascus Government witl 
Solfaw to his accepting the post’ ‘Soltan, who is still very anti-French, as 
pparently been sulking in the country since he was not consulted in the matter 
oF Sheikh ’Taj's appointment. It does not appear likely that he will accept. 


6, Alaouite Territory. 
There are no ovents of political importance to record. 


7. Buphrates and Jesireh. 
Although more or less cordial relations exist between Free French SS. officers 
and Turkish officials on the frontier, the general situation is far from satisfac- 
tory, it that only a few of the multitadinous minor froutier incidents ever get 
solllad. ‘The Turks have twice lodged a strong protest to the British, Embassy 
At Angora to the elect that the French take no adequate steps to atop these raids 
nor settle them. The French, in turn, are ay vebement 1m regard to, alleged 
Violations of the frontier by Turkish raiders. Matters are now more of less at a 
standstill, but it is hoped to arrange shortly to get frontier relations on a better 
footing by an ud hoe understanding between the parties 
‘Uéégué adjoint has promised to provide statistics on the registration 
of arms which ix being comploted. It scems probable that only some 3,000 rifles 
fave boon declared ont of total eatimated at 15,000 to 20,000 forthe Euphentes 
Provinee alone, 

‘Tho wheat situation is somewhat confused, with the local authorities seeking 
to scrape together the small quantities offered on the market, for distribation to 
the poor of the towns. Tn spite of alarms raised from time to time, the latest 
Feports on crops throughout the area are favourable, and the recent heavy rains 
have caused a fcling of optiminn in regard to the fortheoming harvest 

‘The oft-postponed teibal conference on the disputes between the Feda'an 
and Wulda took place in Damascas on 12th March, when it appeared that both 
tides wore anxious te make pence, The agreement proposed by the tribal arbiters 
Yau readily accepted, Th awarded a, lump-sum indemnity of £8, 50,000 to the 
Wald. Xa the Wulda wore fined £8. 13,000 by the Free French authorities for 
their recent breach of the truce, in the final analysis the Wulda sheikhs receive 
ES, 37,000, whieh, owing to the recent heavy casualties of livestock suffered by 
the Feda’an, ix likely £0 be met by the Syrian and French authorities. Tt i 
hoped that this agreement clows another chapter in the rich history of blood 
fouds in this area, 


8. Lebanon, 

Initial discussions between the Lebanese Government and the Délégation 
générale regarding the handing over of certain powers to the former have revealed 
4 number of difiulies, mostly connected with nance, and no definite decisions 

ave yet been recorded except as regards the issue of passports. It is learnt 
privately that the Free French authorities are much concerned over the question 
of the " intéréts communs,”” from which they are at present drawing mach of 
their funds, as they are not anxious to have this fact broaght into the open, but 
realise that they will ave to meet Increasing pressure from the Lebaness side 
‘on the subject 

‘The Constitutional, party are bickering amongst themscives, about the 
constitution of their working committee, and, failing active British support, now 
‘scem more nplikely to be able to constitute a solid Opposition front to the present 
Government. H 

The recent severe fines inflicted hy the French military courts on a large 
group of merchants accused of profiteering in rice have giveti rise to an unofficial 
protest hy the Merchants’ Aswciation to General Catroux, on the grounds that 
the sentences were unjustified by the evidence. 

General Catroux's proclamation to tion requiring the surrender 
of atl arms by Sts Starch has now heen posted Up. 


9, Prese and Propaganda 


‘The transfer of the Passport Service from the Free French authorities to 
Syriu has resulted in an outburst of enthusiasm for Free France, not only from 
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the Syrian bat also from the Lebanese press. On this subject several articles 
were published, the tenor of which was that Free France had responded, by a 
spontancous gesture. to a question of national pride, and that the independent 
life of Syria was now proved beyond a shadow of doubt. 

‘The death of Abdul Ghaffar Pasha Al Atrash was deeply mourned by the 
press of both countries, and several papers published biographical articles 

‘The war in Russia continues to hold the headlines, but the exploits of Free 
French forces in Libya have come a very close second as regards prominence, 
‘especially in the French press 

‘The Syrian press was particularly insistent on a solution of the food 
problem, while 4m Nidale, of Beirut, asked bluntly how long the Government 
Whlenids to remain a spectator in the crisis in the rise of prices. 

Some excellent news-reels have been shown in cinemas, which have had a 
marked effect on the population. A film of the raid on Vangso produced an 
audibly good effect on the audiences 

The enemy have chosen diverse subjects for radio propaganda, rai 
rar noms to Britiah atrocitie and Arab resistanen, Spec hasis was laid 
on reports of risings in Syria and the Lebanon "following large-scale arrests hy 
the Hritinh ea : 
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General Spears to Minister of State (Cairo) — (Received in Foreign Office 
san a pri 10) rar 


Weekly Political Summar, 

1. General, if a 
In Syri 

fooling 

remain and 


Faidi Bey al Atassi (Minister of Education) resigned because he could not get 
Nt 


with his colleagues, notably with the Presid 
soems, because of his fears of an impendi 


ant and Prime Minister, and alvo, it 


pearing. 
ith the several v lable, the Governinent bas an opportuni 
of making changes and bringing in new blood. However, the chaice of public we 
Who will accept office under Sheikh Taj is limited. Moreover, the latter continues 
to interfere unduly in the work of the Ministries. so that it seems likely that the 
President and Prime Minister will soon fall out again. 
liticians of the National bloc are naturally pleased to ser a Govern: 
ment crisis in the offing, and do not believe that any reshuffle will do more than 
postpone a breakdown. The Shabbandarists find in present developments a goo 
apporvunity for meking additional porfoliox. Tt remains tobe sen, whether 
ve Fretich authorittes will take advantage of the increased fluidity of the 
political situation and try to give, by means of judicious concessions, the necessary 
Iiupetus to a reformed Government to carry it through the difficult months abead. 
‘Widespread anxiety over the supply of wheat persists and the situation has 
‘worsened in the villages of North-West Syria, where acute shortage is beginning 
toshow itself. The local authorities in various parts of the country are buying 
Uup the small quantities available on the market as a reserve for distribution to 
the poor. Looking further abead, satisfactory rains in most areas have caused 
increasing confidence in the prospects of « good harvest, 
(24205) o4 
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At a recent méeting of the Comité supérieur de Ravitaillement Damascus to 
finalise Anglo-French wheat proposals it was learned that the Syrian Govern- 
ent's "* peaceful " buying programme was going so. well that they were fairly 
confident that they would be able to acquire the necessary reserves to tide them 
over to the new harvest, provided no steps were taken which would upset the 
market and frighten available stocks underground. It was agreed, therefore, to 
give them until the end of the month, and in the meantime to put the finishing 
fouches on the new regulations for handling the next crop and the decrees 
designed to combat hoarding. In the meantiic, the Lebanese Government have 
decided to proceed immediately with anti-hoarding measures with a view 10 
unearthing a part, at least, of the hidden stocks. 

Major-General Sir Edward Spears, K.BE., C.B., M.C,, MP. first’ Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary tothe Levant States, returned to 
Beirut from London on the 24th March, 

2, Syria: Damascus. 

‘The general situation has remained quiet. Owing to unseasonable storms the 
Beirut-Damaseus road hae again been closed by xno 

‘Trouble which had appeared among the Free French Colonial troops at Homs 
and Deraa culminated in a mutiny in Damascus on the 17th March. ‘The men 
involved were Arabic-speaking Moslema from French Equatorial Africa, com= 
Brisng n battalion and a squadron of reconnaissance groups. In one company. & 
refusal to obey orders was followed by a serious shooting affray, which ended in 
tho death of three French officers and. three u.cos ‘The other’ companies were 
affected, bit did not get completely out of hand 

‘Tho affair has naturally had considerable adverse repercussions among the 

population, | Ax far ax can be aacertained, its main causes were: young 

inexperienced officers. the prolouged absence of the men from home, and 
disaffection caused by contact with anti-Allied Syrians. ‘The least reliable 
otions of the units are being repatriated tho ret put into training outside 
Syria for notive service. Replacoment will be effected by other coloured troops 
now on the way. 

The detlation policy of the banks continues to be felt. and was reinforced 

ug the wenk by the eflect of the tumbing of Milas (Turkey). | Merchants 

ing convinced that it wan the beginning of the Axis attack om that country, 
took fright and began to soll out in order to convert their stocks into gold. In 
‘consequence m marked decline was shown in the price of cotton and ailk piece 
‘goods and yarn, 

‘The concern shown by the British military authorities towards the victims of 
acoidents caused by W.D, vebioles, and the compensation paid, have produced a 
‘good impression in the town, 


8, Aleppo 

‘Tho week pamed without disturbances, and on the whole the political and 
economic situation show a slight improvement.” Efforts are being made to fll at 
Teast cue vacancy in the Government by a representative from this rea. and 
Mounir Ajlani has been visiting Aleppo as s personal representative: of the 
Present a tom 

‘At the heginning of the week bread and, floar were still being sold at prices 
lage heron the reach of the poorer and. even the middle classes, but on. the 
Tsth Mayh a new dees regarding Government control of wheat was pubic, 
which, if properly handled, and. if transport is available, should enable supplies 
From the sferiveh to be distributed where most required. By the end of the 
‘month ration cards should be available for all but the rich in Aleppo, enabling, 
their holders to buy bread at PS.32 per kilog, ot its equivalent an four, at 
wei the th March thre derable goth 

3 farch there was a considerable gathering in the Tajhiz schoo 

in honour of De. ‘Trabulsl, who used to. teach there, and who. dt. willbe 
tenetbete was aide shot by a Beth octal two mcaheagn Tepe 
Sentatives from other towns were among the teachers, but the meeting. pases 
without incident oF ill feeling ar saat ee 


4. Homs and Hama. 

‘The souks were closed on several occasions in Hama; there were demonstra 
tions in tho streets and several attempts were made to break into the houses of 
the leading werchants-—the reason, as usual, being. popular resentment at the 
high cost of living. The market price of wheat both in Homs and in Hama stil 
remains at €S, 600 per ton, 
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Certain Nationalists, plucking up their courage, have been distributing 
pamphlets attacking “au Independence which coincides with nothing, a tho 
Qoantry remains without Parliament or Connell of State and witha President 
‘eho has not been elected.” 


5. Euphrates and Jezireh 
The Minister of the Iuteridr, paying a flying visit to Deir ez Zor duving the 
week, expressed his reliof and’ satisfaction that the supply of wheat was 
Abundant, and told the political officer tat there would be a suificiency wut the 
ext harvest. But as yet no decision has been taken for its distribution 3 
‘which the poor could afford to pay. ‘The Minister also stated that the Gove) 
Was considering plans for ballding dams across the Khabour ar asset 
Ghaddadi, which would enable large areas of land to be flooded for the cultivation 
of rive 
Patrols from British detachmonts have 
hood of the Assyrian Settlement on the Khabour. 
160 German and Russian rifles, but little a 


Assyrians at, preweat 
ho provision of 


is being seen to, and it is considered locally Uhat the security of the Assyrians in 
sufficiently taken care of. 

‘One ‘of the authors of the recent anticAlly posters has been arrested 
persoually by the Syrian chief of police. ‘The sight of Indian troops who recent 
Inarched through Deir ex Zot, combined with a display of Horricanes, had an 
excellent effect upon the population. This sows is gratifying, but in general 
the distribution of propaganda is inolficient and badly needs expert organixation, 


6. Jebel Druse. 

‘The Bighth Day Condolence Ceremony for the death of Abdul Ghaffar Pasha 
al Atrash was bold on the 10th Mare, Tt wax attended by about 13,000 peuple, 
including bedouin chiefs, Druzes from Mount Hermon and the Lebano 
Tepresenaive of ue British Druze, Regiment, and the déogud adjoint an 
British political officers. At the end of the coremony Emir Hassan took the 
‘dead man's cloak and laid it symtolically on the shoulders of Yunot Bey 

“The ceremony was wot without political importanee, as it enabled personalities 
of the Syrian Arab world Lo exchange opinions, and it is interesting to note that, 
flthough references to the 1925 revolt and the valour of Ghalfar Pasha were made 
in all the apecches, no lasting resentment agninat the French seems to have heen 
retained at its suppression 


7, Alaowite Territory. 
re are no political events to report, bt the following brief summary on 
the security of thelanes ia of interes. 

Religious fnith—and not party allogiance—determines the structural inter 
relations of the Aluouite territory. The Alaouites (250,000), the Sunni Moslems 
(70,000), the Christians a 40) and the Ismailis (7,000) all cordially detest each 
Sther; but this perpetoal state of tension is most unlikely to develop into a state 
of insecurity. unless the Moslem Government at Damascus were to place 
Damasceve officials in the more important administrative posts, ax happened in 
1936 and 1939. ‘A 

‘There are few politicians in the territory, and it is oily amongst some of 
the educated Moslems that party membership is important, A small section of 
the Moslems are prepared to d0 titel to oust the French.” Were we in coutrot 
theao latter would probably be with ts; whereas, while wé support the Fret, 
they are opposed to us, although tot hostile, and in operations would probably 
Femain heetral, Other members of the community are ready to accept. the present 
situation, hoping for favourable post-war alterations—the Alaouites wanting 
more autonomy, the Christians stronger European eoutrol. 

Tnsufficieat grain ie grown in the territory, and it has not received enough 
beat from outside. What little has beon seni seems to be mainly £0 the tow 
Although the bulk of the population lives in the hills, where the people ane nes 
starvation. Security is not —— ty disturbances, but the Alaonites are 

sibly the onl in Syria who might give us active assistance in the event 
EPihoedlities, and Wey want wheat 

Disturbances on religious, Re 
Should Germany march through Turkey the Christians and the Moslems would 
remain passive, but almost all of these are jle—not fighters. On the 
Other band, the Alacnites are well-armed and. hardy fighters, oceupying alist 


grounds are unlikely 
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inaccessible country, and would be a considerable menace to the lines of communi 
cations. Given leadership and encouragement, ht assist us. 

It is impossible to influence the Alaoaites by political, promises at the 
present time, Corn and floar have done much, but were insufficient, The best 
way in this primitive country is by personal friendships with the leaders and 
sheikhs (which count far more thas political arguments or propaganda) and by 
our officers visiting aud staying with these people in the hills. ‘The French have 
never dove this and have objected to our doing so, but we must override these 
‘objections on the grounds of security 

‘There are many disagreements between the leaders, but the best sheikhs on 
Whom to rely are Shaugat el Abbas, the Mohafez and Ali el Kinj, the local 
Minister of the Interior, who are politically united with Suliman Morshid, the 
‘Alaouite God." This tris oo powerful for opposition, and our. po 
tas een to aupport th ry and make them personal friends. If this 

olicy is continued we rigne or inseonrity 
Inthe Alaoatte hille sib ay 


8. Lebanon, 


Politics in the Lebanon during tho week under roview have given the 
appearance of being. governed by the forthcoming arrival of His Stajesty's 
Minister. ‘The Constitational party ausd Salah Beyhusn's Mose groap at both 
reparing approaches to be made wo hin ot in arrival. and the Minister for 
‘reign Affairs, who has verbally indicated to President Naccache his desite to 
rwsigh, is proposing to hold his hand util he has had the opportunity. of 
dncusning the situation it general and his own position in particular, ‘With 
General. Spears, President. Naceache, -whone. attitude swings. pendulua-wise 
bhotween the French and British authorities, i vow swisuing tn the latter ditec 
tion and is giving: evory appearance of wishing to collabarate Cully with ‘us at 

peor Egypt General C di 

his recent visit to Kaypt General Catroux discussed with Nahas Pas 
the question of Paypt's Ieogttion of tho Lebanon. ae mi 
cola en have tne light dsturbas ia the Tripoli regan an aconat of the 
naldiateibution of foot to the population, chiefly sue ls the had orpeaiscties 
ty the Ravitaillernent authorities. Ne ae 
General Catrous’ proclamation to the population to hand in their arme by 
Marc sera up to the present to hve bad no elect whatever ah 
of the posters have teen torn down 


Axa result of the abnormal winter losses in livestock, especially among some 
of the large womad tribes, there has recently been an tncrease in the mutaber, of 
‘minor raids, which the Controle Bddonin, backed by the light desert companies 
(cx-Mehatisies), have boon hard put to it to check. On the other hand. tee 
Petreful settlement of the Wulda-Feda'an feud and the composition last week 
‘of the difculties between the Beni-Khaled and the Alaouites, lve created a pod 
impression generally 

n order to relieve genuine distress among the tribes, as well as to consolidate 
Le allegiance of the chiefs, » plan of assistance has been wruived botete ie 
British and French authorities. Subsidies amounting to some £13,000 eee to he 
distributed to the leading sbeikhs, roughly in accordance with the importance of 
Uo ries, addition, supplics af wheat, dates and eves (if arable) are to 

provided gratis. A propottion of money and supplies will nlao he dite 

to the semi-sedentary tribes, under Anglo Freuch senersicton nin 


10. Press and Propaganda, 


Press commentary on the war during the eek dealt mainly wi 
Bean's intention ‘9 toner on Germany as the arcoeny eden 
satisfaction is expressed at the plan of isolating Japan, who would then have to 
face the combined onslaught af the Allies after the Westeocton of, Gartue 
milligey strength. 
lLimportant question of food supply continues to take u 

part of uh space devote to lca alfairs in the papers. It is ratifying So meee 
that criticism is now mainly directed against specelators Sand. agsinet the 
fopulation itself rather thaw against the supply authorities. One Arabic paper 

oted an entire issue to denouncing hoarders and to appeals to the public to 
assist in bringing the culprits to book. 


A dramatic performance in-Arabic, entitled “Homage to Demooracy,"" 
given last week in Beirat, and was particularly well received by lange audi 

Tn his broadcasts in Arabie the enemy was particularly insistent on the theory 
that Persia is being taken over by the Soviets, with the usual trimmings of 
terrorism and. mace executions, "The “Free “Arab” stacion gave a fist of 
inglophiles, Including several Lebanese and Syrians, the population being warnes 
Caeea ee ian i ttibces peraonn, 7 wha woald betray them to the British. 

{Copies sent to Mr. Armstrong) 


Beirut, March 26, 1942. 
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General Spears to Mr, Rden—(Recvived A prit 23), 


(No. 2 Saving.) 

{Toiegraphic.) Beirut, Aprit 2, 1042. 
Weekly Potitical Summary. 

1, General. 

THE week has passed quietly—in Syria as in Lebanon—but political 
developments are the general expectation in both countries, ‘The arrival of Hix 
Majesty's Minister to the Lovant States has beon widely welcomed and has 
‘aroused hopes of British intervention in all_ manner of local problems. Politicians 
fate considering how best to trim their sails to take advantage of possible chan 
in the wind. ‘The wheat situation is no worse, though it dow not seem that 
op of the bill has yet heen reached, Aw the reason: advances, the feeling of living 
in the shadow of the war inteuaifies and tends to inhibit political activity. 

‘in Syria the members of the National bloe are still waiting on developments 
‘and Shukri Quwatli has not yet returned to Damascus, It in reliably reported 
that some sort of reconciliation has taken place between Jari) Mardam and 
Hashem el Atasi, with an agrement. possibly, to cooperate in ridding the 
country of Sheikh Taj and establishing a constitutional Government, Tf 
Confirmed, stich a rapprochement would indicate a strengthening of Jamil 
Mardam’s position as a rival of Shukri Quwath 

‘The erisis within the Government continues. The Prime Minister proposes 
to recotstitute the Cabinet into a cohesive whole, with the Ministers responsible 
to himself instead of, as now, to tho President, ‘The latter, whose prerogatives 
Would be fully respected, would no longer be allowed to interfore with the 
workings of departments, As a corollary, the Prime Minister considers « strony, 
ine most be taken with the Free French to insist that they proceed to implement 
the promises of independence. 

The political situation in Syrin is therefore more uid at the moment than 
it has been since the Government was constituted. General Catroux: has visited 
‘Damascus, but it is not yet known with what result. The most probable outeotne 
‘would seem 0 be a reconstitution of the Cabinet on the lines proposed by the 
Prime Minister, accompanied by further concessions to independence. A declara- 
tion referring to the inauguration of constitutional procedure in the future would 
tho be ikly to render any interim régime more geerally acceptable. Failing 
Some each steps, it ix an the cards that the Government will disintegrate, 

Mfis Majesty's Minister prewnted his letters of credence to the Lebaness 
President on 27th March and to the Syrian President on Sist March. The 
ceremony in Damascis was particularly impressive, and on both oceasions there 
twere considerable and spontaneous manifestations of enthissiasin on the part of 


the public. 


2. Economie. 

While there has been no further deterioration in the wheat situation in Syria, 
itis too early yet to assess the results of the Government's buying programme and 
their endeavour to locate hidden stocks by “peaceful” methods. At any rate, 
‘safficient wheat has been purchased to maintain supplies—provided transport is 
available—for the next month or s0. The Minister of the Interior is hopeful of 
‘a record harvest this year, which he estimates will be :=— 

Wheat co 850,000 0 400,000 tons. 
Barley 200,000 to 250,000 tons 
Millet 125,000 tons. 
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An important measure passed by the Lebanese Goverument on 26th March 
compel the delraion of all sof wea inthe cooney wader eat 
of heavy penalties for failure to do.so, and fixed the price of wheat in the market 
at £8,300 per ton, The immediate result was a drop in the price of wheat in the 
open market. Public opinion, bowever, is suspending judgment on the measure 
until it can be seen how effectively it will be enforced and whether the Syrian 
Government will pass a similar measure (which is, it fact, under urgent tot 
ideration), The stocks of wheat held in the Lebanon are generally stippesed to 
be much smaller than those held in Syria (particularly in Aleppo}, and, unlike 
Syria, prominent members of the Government are not amongst those supposed Lo 
Hold soe of the largest stocks 
Abnormal mortality among live-stock, due to the severe winter, coupled with 
the demands of the Allied armies, has brought about serions: problesee at the 
supply of meat; and a meeting was held in 26th March of repre- 
sentatives of . Syrin and the Lebanon to coordinate measures. Tt was 
agreed that 1 yin the Middle 
ries (Which are imeat-importing). Proportions were 
established for the subsequent distribution of cattle and Sheep Pordaeed, nanl 
Proposals accepted subject to atifentions, for four meatless daya in each of the 
countries, Tt waa furthermore agreed that there should be contmon fixed. prices 
for live-stock, based on the imported cust, and that retail prices ahould ales be 
opt in line aa far ax possible 


8. Syria: Damascus, 
On 2rd March the students of uree secondary schools went on strike 
ent ogni the arrest of water (ae of th ten en ated a thee of 

he strike appears to have bees little more than # formal protest abd 
‘al the bos sland co col the nent days nee formal betes and 
On 27th March there wore demonstrations against the price of bread. Ow: 
to 4 minundorwanding, « notice was issued prematurely by the munieseaty 
raining tho price of bread for the middle classes. The puspost of the mnie ek 
misunderstood and exaggerated, and excited crowds indulged in sme stone 
throwing, certai ‘wore closed, and in two districts trams prevented. trom 
running. The ut haatened to issue reasstirance and the people were 
picky This was fortunate, ax demonstrations which tk place 
often assume dangerous proportions. ‘The Municipality of Dampucus 
‘ec evn eth dat, dividing womans inf ass 
for whom bread (or the equivalent in flour) will be available wt prices vareine 
from PS.10 to PS. 90 n kelowe bt are: 
‘On 20th Mareh, the Prophet's birthday, 
Omayyad Moaquio, attend 
authorities. Further offi 


pleted his peregrina: 

tions i obtained, without 
dithoulty, the signatures of a majarity of the ex-Deputies to the 

rolaiing tint aupport to the present Government. In a conversation with 

‘litical Officer, Damascus, the following c t= on Shukri 

Quwatli, whieh are worth recording 2 potent ote 


Although not a friend of Shukri’s, they recently made the pil e 
tegeter.” Shak’ tention according to he Ear Pao eth, blaring 
Zh Sau to act as intermediary between iself and the British with a view to 
changing the régime in Syria, Shukri, for hie part of the bargain, being prepare) 
to pledge the Nationalist party's loyalty to the Allies ‘The King bad replied 
that the present time of flux and uncertainty was not propitious for chasse 
specially in institutions: that were only provisional’ and. bound. up: with 
eraaatities Shukri, being maw disappointed ith this reply, 1 
lad to get Nuri Pasha Said to do what Ibn Saud had refused, 


been, the Emir Faour thought, somewhat more amenable and was wi 
him “in touch with the British, but not to F,iny fart om. hig’ behalt 


Eventually, to employ Shukri’s pent-up energy, both Nuri and Ton Send thera 

thay might do worse tan to use him to wlve tome eutstanting hase ata 
between themselves. The Emir Faour obviously endorsed the cautious aetatiale 
adopted by both the King and the Prime Minister, and remarked that it would 
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be folly to trust the Nationalists, who were of the samme movement as Rashid Ali 
the Mufti and so many other pro-Axis eleme 

‘The Emir Faour went on to express the view that Shukri Quwatli and 
Mardam were by nature and pesition opposed to each other = J 
and clever, but, having lost public confidence; Shukei, a man of principle, less 
subtle, but with a following. He was certain they would eventually 
‘open condliet over the leadership of the Nationalist party 


4. Aleppo. 
The area has remained quiet, though there cot 
ver the high cost of food, The discontent ia the surron 
'e as great, though it is not so potentially troublesome, as in Aleppo. Crop 
Prospects remain satisfactory, however, and the anxious period is shortenitg. 

Tt is hoped that the new ravitaillement arrangements will be operating 
‘early in April, whereby some 170,000 of the population will be able to buy brea 
at not more than PS. 36 a kilog., in addition to the 85,000 poor who sbiould be 
getting British floar at 40 per vent. of this price. The remaining 45,000 or so 
Will have to rely on their own stocks or else bay in the open market, which remains 
at over PS. 60 the kilog. for bread. Pending the issue of ration cards, inevitable 
confusion and duplication is taking place 

Munir Ajlani, who visited Aleppo a 1 representative of Sheikti 
‘Taj, has.returned to Damascus without ded any of the leading local 
men to join the Government. He contacted possible candidates of all partion, 
excluding only Saadallah Jabri, ‘The impression in local political circles remains 
that the present Ministey cannot lant long and that this 4* no moment to Join it. 
People in Aleppo are trae to form in their failtre to show effective public spirit, 
‘ay exemplified by the bread problem, but they. have been consistent. in their 
disapproval of Sheikh Taj. General Collet also. has been expecially unpopular 

the north since hie leading part in the return of the Hatay to Turkey, 

‘Some hopes have been raised of a change in the Turkish attitude towards 
the retention of all. Syrian and other foreign property in the Hatay. Official 
information ix lacking, but a leader of the Barmada family, who ix one of the 
Jargest landowners affected, hns returned from a reassuring visit to Angora. Tho 
Wish of the Turks not to:make themselves unpopular in Northern Syria just now 
imay have wotething to do with this. For once, Syrians look rather enviously 
cron the frontier, because bread is better controlled there, 

There were so frontier incidents worthy of mention, aud relations are 
reported to be satisfactory, On a visit to Antioeh the Political Officer, who took 
with him the Turkish Consul from Aleppo, wax received in very friendly fashion 
by the Vali and other officers in charge of the frontier. Some talk, about muttal 
Droblems wax inevitable, The ‘Corks’ only complaints were regarding the exte 

stle-sn rich Hatay pastures (o this denuded country and, a 

Armenian interpreters of the French $8 officers who handle 


The movement of armed tribal banda Th cortaia areas east and south of Aleppo 
in being watched by the authorities, but no clashes are reported. Grazing ix now, 

atively plentiful, so that troubles on this score should diminish, 

‘The radio broadcast of the "* Arabex Libres” ix stated to have threatened 
local sectirity officers, following the recent arrest here of a gang which previotsly 
caused trouble in Palestine. Other threats about this area have also continued 
in foreign broadcasts. Food prices, however, have been the main material of 
Tostile propaganda. 


5, Homs and Hama, 
The week has heen marked by some increased political activity. School 
Homs and Hama were closed for three days in sympathy with those of Damasens. 
Members of the National bloc are again agitating for a change in the Government, 
and there are indications that they still consider that the Nationalist cause is 
supported by the British. ‘There have been many rumours i} Mardam, 
‘vil be appointed by Sheikh Taj ax Prime Miniter, a step which, it ix supposed, 
would meet with the approval of the British but not of the French. On the other 
hand, it is noteworthy that, during two meetings held in the houses of Homs 
notables recently, it was admitted that, locally at, least, there was no. use in 
attempting to drive a wedge hetween the British and the French.  Faidi Atasi, 
until recently Minister of Education, hus resumed his post as President of Homs 

‘Municipality. 



















































































































































































There is.no change in the wheat situation. 'The recent few’ days of very bad 
weather have not affected cereal crops, although it is feared that some ord 
have suffered. ‘The prices of sugar, cofice and some other commodities showed a 
slight fall 

Enemy radio broadcasts continued to heighten fears of am impending attack 
on Syria, 


6. Euphrates und Jezireh 

Detailed reports have not been received from this area, but, in general, the 
situation remains cals. 

On his recent visit to the area, the Minister of the Interior apparently 
suoceeded in arranging for the immediate purchase of 1,500 tons of wheat in the 
Jezireh, and for « further 6,500 tons to be delivered at the railway in the near 
future, at prices around £8. 340 per to Minister complained that Aleppo 
merchants! were ordering wheat from the Jezireh at 8 560-600 per ton, bot 
stated that he had taken steps with the postal authorities not to transmit such 
orders. Efforts are being made to assist the Syrian Government by making 
available railway trucks and motor transport to move supplies of wheat to the 
areas of consumption. 


7. Jebel Druze. 
Speculation continues as to who will fill the vacant post of 
Defence, It ix reported that the Emir Hasan el Atrash has teen approached, 
but i only prepared to acepe on condition that he is allowed 10 remain at the 
name tine, Mohafex of the Zebel. Soltan Pasha has had interviews with General 
Catron ad the President, adit now appears probable Lat bo wil accept 
Mohammed Pasha Lzzedine ef Halabi, one of the principal traditional 
ments of the Atraxh family, hax voiced to the Political Officer his views on 
Atras Government of the Jebel und the nepotism that goes with it 
Mohammed Panha's followers are not strong enough to be a danger to security at 
preseut, but thefr pride ix hurt and their pockets none too full 
Similar dissatisfaction is reported from the Hauran © that Damascus pays 
too much attention to the Atrash oligarchy, Such criticisms are somewhat die 
turbing, as they show the existence of fertife ground for Axis propaganda 


8, Alaouite Territory 
There are uo events of political importance to report 
conan Oficers have teen spending mich tina in, aranging the distrib 
flour by the American Red Cross, and assisting in its repartition aime 
Alaonites of the mountains 
Several minor dinturbances, powibly connected with the food abortage, have 
taken place, when ATaouites have made foad blocks and held up cars for robbery 
It is reported that these acts wore cated by the people of Suleman Murshid, bat 
evidence i lacking, and the origin of the trouble is still obscure. 


9, Lebanon 
he Lebanese Minister for Foreiym Affairs took the cxxasion of his first visit 
to His Majesty's Minister to expone his dissatisfaction both with the present lack 
of real independence of the Lebanon and with the lack of resolution of the 
Lebaneso President and of the remaining members of the Government in tackling 
the French on this question, He appeared fully satisfied with the results of this 
conversation 
Genoral Catroux’s delegate to the Lebanese Government and hix secretary 
general appear tobe working fora rshufle of the preent Labanew Government 
with a view to eliminating Hamid Bey Frangich (Minister for Foreign Affairs), 
who has shown himself too independent for French tastes, and some of the more 
obviously incapable Ministers ‘The names so far put forward are, as was to be 
foreseen, mostly drawn from the pro-French followers of the ex-President Eddé, 
or from’ the stall group of influential politicians who have kept a foot in the 
President's camp, aud no members of Béchara el Khoury’s Constitutional party 
have been put forward. No decision has yet been taken by the President on the 
matter. 
‘A restatement of the already existing law against political assemblies and 
nila manifestations was issued by the Lebanese Government on 26th March 
it cansed offence to the Najjadé party on the grounds that it was obvionsly 
directed against them and would undoubtedly be enforced against them but not 


against their rivals, the Phalange e popularly supposed to be protected 
hy the President; and the party is again threatening trouble. They do. not, 
however, command sufficient support to make it likely that this trouble will be 
Men epecial court for the tral of t d of profit d hoard 

‘A special court for the trial of those accused of profiteering in and hoarding 
current commodities is shortly to be established in the Lebanon, and the Lebanene 
President has offered the somewhat thankless post of president of this court to 
‘one of the more resolute members of the judiciary. It remains to be seen whether 
he, or any other prominent judge, will agree to take on n task likely to expose his 
to so much unpopularity i influential commercial circles. The handing over of 
these cases from the hated French military courts to a Lebanese court will, how- 
ever, be a much-welcomed step. 

"The Lebanese tax on war profits, which has been drafted by a French financial 
idviser, is still being discussed. ‘This much-needed measure is likely to be 
rongly resisted in commercial circles and runs the risk of being whittled down 

to ineffectuality by the pressure of vested interests 

There have been minor disturbances in the Tripoli area owing to the mal 

distribution of flour, but the gendarmerie restored order without difficalty 


10. Press and Propaganda. 

The return of Sir Edward Spears to Beirut provoked a burst of enthusiasm 

mart of the press, Many highly appreciative articles were published, 

‘of some being that speculators and hoarders were already ahi int 
hors at the approach of their most redoubtable enemy. ‘The coremoniy of tho 

srescutation of the letters of credence wax also reported in full, and gave rine to 
further enthusiaxtic articles 

‘As regards the war, the press hax devoted much space te speculation ax 10 
German intentions for the «pring offensive. The name of Turkey has frequently 
teen reiterated in thix connexion, together with the ofterepeated refrain 
“"Turkey is prepared, and. intends to carry out her obligations towards the 
Allies.” ‘There are grounda to beliove, indeed, that the press feels genuinely 
confidant that Turkey would resist the Axis, and with some, muccess, in the o 
of invasion, thas also been pointed out tbat Germany cannot undertake a relly 
Targecale offensive whilo the threat of the Russian army remains, On the Far 
Fast front there have heen several warnings that Japan intends to attack Siberi 
in the near future 

Tn the econotnic field, the new Lebanese decree, imposing stiff penalties on 
wheat and flour hoarders has beon received with great satisfaction, and the press 
is clearly itching to ace the offenders severely punished, 

Enemy brondeasta contained a good deal of local “* news,"’ always unfuvour 
able to the Itvitin and Free French, accompanied by the tual warnings and 
exhortations to Itevers. ‘The ouly fixed Tine of propaganda atthe moment is the 
bolshevisation of Persia, which is being repeated ad nauseam 
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Weekly Political Summary issued. by Spears Mission, Syria anit the Lebanon, 
April 9, 1942 —(Received in Foreign Offer, April 24.) 


1. General. 

THERE has been 10 appreciable change in the general situation outlined in 
last week's Summary. Political developments in Syria atid the Lebanon continue 
to hang fire. Econamic conditions have shown no further deterioration and an 
casing of public anxiety over food can be expected with the approach of surmmer. 
On the other band, the menace of the war, beiglitened by enemy radio propaganda, 
‘eontinues to dominate the local stage 

Tn both countries the Governments maintain lingering existence. without 
cobesion or direction, and are generally considered to be little more than puppets 
of the Free French, Whatever General Catroux’ plans are for the reorganisa- 
tion of the Governments, it is doubtful whether they inclide any important 
concessinns to independence. Although the institution of representative govern: 
ment does not seem to be expected in any responsible quarter until after the 
Campaigning season, a definite indication that return to. constitutional 
government will be made as soan as circumstances allow would go a long way 
towards satisfying local aspirations. 













































































































































































2 Wheat 
The Syrian Government have now taken over the supply of wheat to 
Damasens in addition to the 40 tons a day provided by the British for the poor. 
Purchases from the Jezirch are_also supplementing the distribation of British 
wheat at Aleppo and other places in the notth where shortage is severe. The 
Syrian Government are evidently reluctant to bring out and’ enforce stringent 
ati-hoarding regulations at the present time and, instead, the local authorities 
ndeavouring to unearth supplies “* peacefully.”” apparently with. little 
success, More energetic steps will probably have to be taken before the harve: 
‘as it now appears that the Government's purchases in the Jezireh were not 
‘great as they were given out to be 
‘The Lebanese Government's measures against hoarders and profiteers lost 
good deal of their sting because of the delay in commencing enforcement 
However, the Government expect to uncoser somie 5,000 tons and to remove some 
200,000 individuals belonging to families already ‘* provisioned ”” from the ration 
lista. These resulta, i achieved. cau be considered ae satisfactory 
‘Crop conditions thronghout remain good, but it will be another 
th ofare the harvest ied with any certainty, since Ick of April 
rain or excessively hot win letely nullify’ present hopes. An 
Offico du BIE" in which Syrian and Lebai 
representatives will participate, ix being set up,” Te will be charged with carryin 
Out the meiarce ngreed tpon for handling the new crop. An asseeament of the 
‘acreage under cultivation has already begun. 


3, Syrias Damascus 


tho filling of the vac in the Cabinet. caused by the death of the 
M and the resignation of the Minister of Education, have 
nt and the Prine Mi nce more. A. dead 
lock appears to have beon reached, and ortedd 
withholding hie signature from dearces and generally impeding the « 
Administration. Recrithination is mutual, add each blames the other for an 
impossible state of affairs, which the Prime Minister proposed to pot an end to 
by forming a new Cabinet, the members of which are to be chosen by hitnself 
‘The only candidate on whom the President and Prime Minister agree is 
Soltan Pasha el Atrash, and be, up to the present, has been unable to decide 
whether ta accept office oF tot. Soltan Pasha’s presence in the Government would 
he likely to’ strengthen ite prestige, though not ite ability or cobesion. ‘That the 
Government needs strengthening ts very apparent, since during its period of office 
ie has taken only one important administrative step, made no reforms, failed to 
produce a budget, and spent ite time quarrelling over nominations. Tt has beet, 
Unable fo assert ita authority over the public, and the President has given way 
whenever there hax been an ontery 
Although anxiety regarding the mpply of wheat persists and bread queues 
are a common sight, there have been to deintist ral isturbances. Duriny 
the week the prices of sugar, rive and. coffee have shown a tendency to fall, 
‘ax a roault of the continued stri¢t eredit policy of the banks 
jain Nationalists are said to be spreading the rumour that the appoint 
ment of Goneral Spears as Minister is a proof that Syrian independence is a 
fareo and that the British are preparing to make a colony of Such a 
rumour, although a contradiction of all logic. i= doubtless convin 
Damarcones, 


do Aleppo: 
‘The situation has remained quiet and recent celebrations on the Prophet's 

birthday passed without ineident. Considerable notice has been taken of His 

Majesty's Minister's reception in Damascus and the impression of the 
rhening of British influence in’ Syrin is gencrally: welvomed. 


tren 
Phe quality and quantity of *" middle-class” bread supplied from Syrian 


Government purchases has improved. Disorganisation still persists, however, 
‘owing to the delay in the issue of ration cards, and there are many complaints 
against the “ Ravitaillement."” In spite of the pretended optimism of the local 
authorities, there remains a distinet danger of popular outbursts between now 
and the harvest against the scandalous immunity enjoyed by boarders, Resent 
tent is felt alo that, of the supplies coming forward from the Jerireh, x large 
proportion is now being diverted for the benefit of Damascus. 


a7 


No special incidents are reported from the Turkish frontier. After” the 
Tecent, report that the number of troops in the Hatay wi be doubled, the 
latest unconfirmed information is that the garrison is to be reduced, Actually, 
no changes have been noted. On the cocasion of the taking over of a second British 
destroyer at. Alexandretta, the senior general sent specially from Turkish General 
Headquarters made a speech with unusually definite references to the British as 
allies in all eventualities. 


Nothing of interest is reported from Homs or Hama this week. ‘The general 
atmosphere of thee towns retains wisetled, although there bas apparently bon 
‘no deterioration recently. 


8. Euphrates and the Jexireh. 

Tho optimism shown by the Ministers of Interior and Supply on their revent 
Visit seems to have been hardly justified, and it is generally thought that little 
Wheat is being extracted from the hoarders. expecially in the region of 
Deir ez Zor, where the hoarders and the politicians are the same persons. Tt is 
the old story of the local authorities being unwilling and incapable of taking 
effective action where local notables are involved. 

‘The Braij section of the Shammar Khrossa have given out that they refuse 
to accept the peace terms between the Shanmar of Traq and the Agaidat signed 
in Mosul last January. Raiding has broken out between the two tribes, atid the 
French authorities have seat a section of the Light Desert Company to investigate 
‘and. prevent further trouble. 

The general economic condition of the bribes if these priviness is bad owing 
to the hard winter and the all-round increase in food prices, Recont rains have 
in many areas produced rools and fungi which the semi-sedentary tribes, In 
particular, are accustomed (0 eat in quantity. However, distribution of, wheat 
‘and dates—a part of the larger scheme of relief to the nomad tribes of Syria 
is an urgent security measure and Is being hastened 

‘Various. degrees of obedience and disobedience haye been shown by. the 

dividual Agatdat tribesmen who were condemned to enforced reaidence at 
rious points by. the joint commission last. Oc 
mistake” cr 
‘The distinction bobaviowtrs 
complicated that th 
except in the care of tho three refractory from the oitse 

Purkiah officals from the vilayet af Mardine visited the Jezireh in coinexion 
with the arrest of the murderer of a Turkish policeman, when contact was made 

the British as well as the French oflicers. The SS.officer concerned, accom. 
panied by a Syrian official in the rile of technical advisor, returned the y 

lardine, where he was cordially received by the Vali, The officer formed the 
‘opinion that the Turks were doing their best to be good neighbours 


7. Jebel Druze 
There are no developments of importance to report 


8 Alaouite Territory. 

‘The minor disturbances reported in last week's Summary haye entirely 
and the property stolen, or most of it, returned to its owners, Altho 
ostensible reason for the road blocks and robberies was hunger, they undoubtedly 
had political implications and consequences. It ix widely suggested thal they 
‘were engineered by persons wishing to bring discredit ott the present’ Adminintra- 
tion hy creating a state of insecurity 

jents are also being used by certain sections of the Moslem and 
Christian communities in an endeavour to influence the British to take act 
against Suliman Murshid, whose people were involved, 

‘An unfortunate result of the incidents has been a more oF less open quarrel 
between the Mohafez and the (local) Minister of the Interior on the one side and 
Suliman Murshid on the other. ‘The Political Oficer has obtained from the lat 
‘a definite promise that there will be no farther disturbances, but an effort to 
patch op relations between him and the Mohafer were less successful. Ancient 
tribal rivalries as well as personal jealousies are at the bottom of the dispnte. 
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9, Dribat. 
Owing to the abnormall winter, the customary: time-table of tribal 
migration has been upset this year, with the result that an ugly situation ‘has 
isen between the Shi'a tribes and the Hadidiyin and Muwali. The latter semi- 
nomad ‘tribes have combined ta dispute the passage of the Sha'a over certaitt 
portions of the desert north of Palmyra, which the Sha'a likewise claim historical 
Fight to, The conflict, if allowed to develop, might well involve the whole of the 
Aboizah against the semi-nomads of the Mammrah. 4 
Free French Controle Bélouin officers with the units of the Light Desert 
Company have been separating. the contestants—each capable of mustering, 
several thousand armed men and afew automatic weapons—and arranging 
discussions, at which the Political Officer of Homs has been present, As it was 
found impossible to get agreement, the leading sheikhs on both sides have. been 
taken to Damascus to see General Collet, when it is hoped settlement will be 
roached, Although the dispate is purely an inter-tribal one, each side has 
endeavoured to show that the other was supported by an Allied Power (the semi. 
noniads by the French, the Sba’a by the British). Tt appears, however, that mach 
intrigues have not beon able to gain hold, as Anglo-French co-operation in tribal 
matters is happily now close 


10, Lebanon. 
‘A minor crisis in the Lebanese Government occurred during the week, as 
both the Minister of the Interior and the Minister of Ravitaillement tendered 
their resignations. The latter had been implicated in a scandal at Tripoli, where 
1 Tnrge-scale theft of Ravitaillement flour was found 10 have heen taking place 
in « mill owned by him and a judicial enquiry had to be instituted, ‘The President 
seemed disposed’ to accept his resignation, but was later induced somewhat 
woakly to consent fo an arrangement whereby the Ministers of Ravitaillement and 
of Commerce and Industry exchanged portfoliox, The Minister of the Tuterior, 
who seemed principally nimated by the desire wo lave, a sinking sip. was 
induced by the President to withhold his resignation for the moment, though it 
‘wome probable that it will aubsequontly be accepted. The President weems not 
Yet to have made up his mind whether to embark on any farther miuisteria 
han 
Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs has obtained the President's consent to 
diseussing the question of * Intérits communs with the Syrian Minister for 
Forvign Affairs, despite having received an intimation from General Catroux 
that he wished them to remain under French control 
‘The Maronite Patriarch. cancelled the traditional Raster Monday Maronite: 
Mass in order to mark his differences with General Catroux, who as the successor 
‘of the French High Commissioner would have had to, have been asked to it, The 
Greek Orthodox. Mass for Faster Tuesday has similarly been cancelled. These 
rigns of divergence between religious dignitaries and the Free French are not 
unmarked locally, 
Local political parties are till in process of drafting’ memorauia for sub 
mission to. His Majesty's Minister, setting out. their dissatisfaction for the 
prosent political state Of the Lebanon. Moat parties agree that a retura to some 
form of representative and constitutional government is essential. His Majesty's 
Minister discussed this question with General Catroux on the 4th April and 
found, as was to be expected, that the latter's ideas for improving the situation 
lay. merely in the institution of a nominated chamber. It was impressed on. hinn 
that this would be worse than. useless and that a definite promise of elections 
before the end of the year might enable the present Government to continue. 
The Government's measures for enforcing the declaration of wheat stocks 
and for fixing the price of wheat seem to have been generally welcomed. Road 
blocks have been established on all main roads to control the movement of wheat 
from place to place, which is now subject to licence. 


11. Press and Propaganda. 

On the aceasion of the presentation of the letters of credence by Sir Edward 
‘Spears to the Syrian President, all Syrian papers devoted several columns to 
detailed description of the ceremony, expressing at the same time the deep and 
sincere afection which the people entertain forthe British Minister. and also the 

ratitude of Syria for this sigual mark of recognition by His Majesty's 
iment. 


Apart fram this important politcal event, the pres continued lo epcentrate 


‘on economic questions and to find fault with the Supply Services, the censor 


9 


being kept busy by articles which overstepped the 
icles which overstepped the mari ofthe latter sibject 
The scandal of the two Tripoli corn-mills cansed « how! of indigoation from the 
ese press. Many potted remarks, such as:"""'We demand the punish, 
ent of the guilty partion whoever they tay be, being directed ngataat Wana 
Tzzeddine, the Minister of Supplies, who was involved in the afer, "The hoe 
and cry bas now somewhat died down, but yrumbling against the igh cost of 
Uiing and agaioa the Supply Services continues especially in Syrian papers 
‘ich are developing the habit of holding up the efforts of the Lebanese Govern. 
Meal as an example to the Syrian Goversment, nnn we Lebanese ¢ 
‘There was no noteworthy comment on the war during the week 
Diversity was again the key-note of enemy broadcast propaganda, but it. was 
Roticeable that broadcasters gave an increased number of news iiemns, often 
Utterly fantastic, of interest to Syriaps and Lebanese, all aimed. at spreading 
Instat, contempt and hatred of the British among th Jocal populations 
‘Two isolated items from enemy broadcasts are worthy of montion. The first 
from Berlin on the 5th April advised Arabs that England's domination over 
Arab countries would last only a few more days. Tho second was a regretful 
Admisionon the part of the * Free Aran chat Nobas Pasha had failed to ive 
Up to expectations in that he was “carrying out the orders of the British to the 
detriment of his fellow countrymen's intersatn:" The annownemeah of Mates 
Pasha's coming to power was originally hailed with particular fervour by this 
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‘eekly Political Summary No, 2 ixsued. bj Mission, Syria and the 
“Lebanon, Apprit U6, 1942. (Reerieed tn Foreign Office, May 2) 
vera 
WITH the advent of the campaigning mason a feoling of suxponse has 
seitled over the “thinking” sections of the popalation, Rene that the war it 
about to sweep into the Levant—n fear heightoned by enemy propaganda and fod 
‘eh speculations in the preas—in dominant, especially among the propertied classes, 
position political voices are hushed aiid politicians feel inclined to keep out 
of the way until they can be sare of apotting the winner 
Ia the abnence of co ontinnted and directed opposition the Governments of 
hoth States drag out a moro or less discredited existence. Changes in. the 
Cabineta in Syria and the Lebanon are pending, but continue to hang te 0 ro 
to disagreements and indecision General Catroux and his advisers’ a 
‘examining means of re-forming and bolstering up the Governments, 
hag Lie belated arrest and deportation of mixteen undesirable Frévchmen has 
wd a salutary effect. Although the move had the outward appearance of being 
4 purely French affair, it ix generally appreciated that the initiative camo from 
the British, and the step is regarded as proof that the latter are determined to 
eliminate untrustworthy elements. General Catroux bas issued a communiqué 
‘Mating that, while he is fully prepared to exervite tolerance, the presence af 
Permons conducting subversive activities in the Levant will not be permitted. 
‘The Czechoslovak Government have decided to recognine the. independencs 
of the two Republics of Syria and the Lebanon, and a formal exchange of 
‘messages with the Lebanese Government took place in Beirut on the Lith April 


2 Economic. 


Economic matters and the high cost of living, especially of food. 
‘continue tobe the focas af public attention. “An abrupt fall inthe marker prices 
of many imported manufactured goods and woven materials took place during 
the week. ‘This was the result of the continued restriction of credit by the banks, 
which has had the effect of forcing many speculators out of their favourite 
Inarkets. Although the reflection, in retail prices is only slight, the downward 
wccompanied by varying reductions in ices a 
ihc gy en if ms in the prices of wheat and vegetables, 
Syrian Government have at last issued a decree in practically the same 
ferme as that of the Lebanon. designed to prevent the hhoafding’of wheat and 
facilitate the discovery of hidden stocks. The immediate result has been a 
Tednetion in. wheat prices to the level fixed, £8. 350m ton. It remains to be 
(24205) m2 













































































































































































seen, however, whether any effective measures of enforcement will be taken of 
whether an important black market will again come into existence. With the 
Approach of what promises to be an unusually good harvest, the position is more 
favourable than it has been hitherto; but the possibility of acute shortages in 
the intervening period cannot yet be overlooked. Measures for the control of 
the new crop have now been prepared, and their publication is becoming a matter 
of urgency. 


3. Syria- Damascus. 
the Shahbaridar party, wh inally supported the Sheikh Taj. Goven 
rent, if only passively, aré now actively” working against the President. The 
Teasous given are, firstly, that they understood the President was going to invite 
certain Nationalists into bis Government, and, secondly, that the most blatant 
corruption is being idulged in, allegedly by the President himself, and certainly 
by his sons. Zeki Bey el Khatib, the Minister of Justice, was the representative 
oF this party in the Cabinet. "He has resigned from the party following a quarrel 
‘over his inability, or unwillingness, to secure office for otber party membs 
‘The Prime Minister continues to reiterate his complaints a 
President—his interference in ministerial matters, his weakness with the French, 
his unwillingness to levy taxes, his seeking (in vain) for popularity by means of 
intrigue instead of firmness and honesty, and he is now even hinting—ns i¢ were 
eluctantly—at the above mentioned accusations of corraption. He is. still 
the possible course of resigning and, if asked, forming a complete 
aw Cabinet. Th the meanwhile, however, he has put forward five names of 
possible candidates—none of whom ary of any real political importancersto. be 
sinted to fil the two vacancies in the Cabinet and also to replace existing 


not only of the 
overnment should be chin 

that tho prosent expensive form of Political Goverment should be replaced by 
a Council of Directors, much ax admitistored the country from the spring of 
1939 to the spring of 1941 

‘On the evening of the Sth April a Syrian medical student was shot dead 
tho station buffot at Damascus, and the bar-tender was also seriously. wound. 
‘A tumour immediately circulated that the shooting was done by a British soldier 
Rvidence 10 far produced is scant. and the enquiry is proceeding Stadenta went 
sn trike on the T1th and organised a domousteation, which presented. a protest 
to the political officer, who received a delegation of the leaders 


4. Aleppo. 


‘There was ho special activity jn political eiretes during the week, though 
the filling of tho vacancies in the Cabinet wax much discussed. It is generally 
considered very unlikely that any prominent local man would arsept ofc now 

Dr, Hassan Found Tbrahin Pasha, who is still regarded as the chief leader 
of the Nationalists in the north, has spoken to the political officer of bis fear of 
being pressed by the population to support demoustrations against the 
authorities on the food question. Dr. Hassan. Fouad—who has exercised a 
restraining influence hitherto—though unwilling to. work for better administra 
tion under Sheikh Taj, is clearly anxious to avoid disturbances and the risk of 
being blamed for them by the British. 


10 


No important incidents are reported from the frontier. As a meant of 
checking’ smueling across into Syria, the Turks have apparently forbidden the 
uusual cattle market held at Ribanieh. ‘Though some troops have 
from Alexandretta, the force in the Hatay is still considerable, if ill-eq 

The removal of certain non-rallied French officials was accepted in. French 
Sircles as timely. and has had an encouraging effect on genuine Allied supporters, 
‘They were also iheartened by the parade of Allied troops and the specially warm 
reception given to the Foreign Lagion. 


5. Home and Hama, 
‘There is nothing of importance to report from Homs or Hama this week 


6. Euphrates and Jesireh. 

‘The question of food supplies is now the dominant interest... Except in the 
Jerireh, harvesting normally starts in May, so that each town and village nee« 
to be certain of having sullicient stocks of wheat to supply the poor for another 
Aix weeks or =o. 

The recently-published Government decree has had the immediate effect of 
reducing the price of the little wheat still available, but some firm measures may 
be necessary to cover the interven ig factor is that dates a 

hi 


supplies are expected in the near future, 

Tn the course of extensive exercises in the Jezireh, the passage of troops and 
vehicles haa prodaced a wholesome eflect on. the populace, some of whom wero 
heard to declare that they tnd no iden the British army had ao many lorries | 

‘hero was naturally intense apeculation nx to the destination of the troops, the 
twost. popular theory being that they. wore on their. way to Alexandretta. to 
anticipate an Axis landing, 

‘The situation in the Assyrian settements in the Khabour i 
Unsatiafactory, because the Aswyriann ane not given to orge 
efforts to help themselves, The Délégué adjoint intends to app 
for Ube settlement to provide guidance and encouragement, and has 
man who was. in civilian life, an agricultural expert. When appoi 
SS. officer will command a sinall body of troops; in the meantime protection i 

he hands of the Gardes mobiles, with fairly frequent Britinh patrols in the 


A Hadield-Spears Ambulance Unit hns heen posted to Hassetch to dixpense 
treatment. in the Khabour Valley and {urcher afield, depending on the work to 
be done, Two other unite have been operating in the Beka’a and in the villages 
round Damascus for some six mouths. Li propowd to send a further anit 
to Palmyra. 

‘A considerable outbreak of amall-pax is reported frum the Jezirch, in the 
neighbourhood of Hasetche Vaccination work has been begun among the 
surrounding tribes, aud steps are being taken to prevent, as far as possible, the 
tread of the epidemic. 


1, Sebel Dre 
The political officer has accompanied the Délégué adjoint and renioe French 
ce from Heiral on & visit to Kafer and Salkhad in th webel, where 

inspections of the local squadrons wok place and teveptions were held’ by the 

tiolables.” The atmosphere at these gatherings was thoroughly. cordial. and 
pecchies fro all parties coupled the nnmes of Britain with that of Free France. 

Te wont seein nx though the deep suspicion of the Bree French of the British that 

Sag, long prevailed in thie aren woe giving way oa more saiseclory 

‘relationship. 

Tt has recently been reported that a band of armed Druzes had assembled 
on the froatier with the object of attacking the Sardiya tribe of ‘Transjordan, 
Ha were dispersed ya Drize squadron under orders of the Fe Fre eal 
Authorities. 


& Alanuite Territory. 

‘There are no events of political importance to report. The dispute between 
the Mohafez and Suliman Marshid continues, but a further eflort at reconcilia. 
tion is being made through the intermediary of the political officer. 
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9 Tribal 
reported that the trouble between the Sba’s and the Hadidiyin and 

Muwali is in a fair way to being settled. After much preliminary discussion, 

arbitrators have at last been agreed upon and both parties have given an under- 

taking to abide by the decision, which will be given after the scene of the di 

has been visited sind the conditions prevailing examined on the spot. The 

state of secu he Shamieh ie far from being as good as could be 

but the sett this major dispute should go a long way towards 

the restlessness that is apparent among the tribesmen. 


10. The Lebanon. 

Wassef Izzeddine, the former Minister of Ravitaillement, resigned from 
the Lebanese Government on the 9th April, a few days after exchanging portfolios 
with the former Minister of Commerce, Alfred Skaf. The latter, who is an 
evergetio und honest, though not very. intelligent, little man, has found the 
supply services in a hopelessly disorganised state and is having a hard task to 
keep the Lebanon supplied with bread and reorganise his department at the 
‘same time. ‘The Minister of the Interior has definitely withdrawn his resignation, 
which he seems to have put forward merely to draw attention to certain of his 
Krievances 

‘The whole question of the future form of government of the Lebanon is at 

ronent in the melting-pot. General Catroux was found to be contemplating the 

Institution of a nominated Senate, with an elected Chamber, which would, 
howover, remain on paper until elections were found to be possibie (probably not 
until after the wat), but has been disabused of the idea he professed to hold that 
this sohome would be acceptable to the British authorities. “He made an attempt 
to vectire a. reconciliation with the Maronite Patriarch, whose attitude of 
hostility to the French remains unchanged, by offering him a voice in the choice 
of Senators to be nominated, but the Patriarch is stated to have replied that he 
could only consent if whatever body was finally nominated then proceeded to 
elect & President, ‘Thin condition could hardly please General Catroux, as it 
ould have the eftet of bringing about a change of President (M)Nacache 
having too little influence and being too unpopular to stand a chance of being 
elected) and would thus give the impression that the Patriarch's host 
M. Naceache had triumphed over General Catroux’s support of him. 

‘Ana result of the arrest and deportation of the French director of the Banque 
do Syrio, the Délégation générale, without consulting the British, authorities, 
inmued a dacree placing the bank under its direct control, with an admis 
board composed af the Conseiller financier and the Syrian and Lebanese members 
of the original council, ‘The two latter, however, declined to serve on the board 
cn the grounds that they had responsibilities towards the head office in France 
fund the Lebanese Government also raised violent objections to the bank bein 
thus placed dirvetly under Free French control The Free French and British 
members are now studying a modified arrangement which would place the existing 
management of the bank under an Anglo-French-Syro-Lehanese council 

‘the marked fall in the prices of commodities ofall sorts which has fealted 
from the res of banking credit is now tending to affect even the price of 
food-stufls and has given considerable xatisfaction, There have not been any 
hankruptoies, though three or four Beirut firms are said to be about to go into 
voluntary liguidation 

His Majesty the King of Greece, who was the guest of His Majesty's Minister 


from the th to 12th April ook the opportunity of his visit fo visit the Greek 


refugee camp at Souk el Gharb, where 
by the 1.300 refugees. He put forward a scheme for scatter these ref 
throughout the Lebanon so a8 to increase the chance of their obtaining work, but 
security reasons will probably prevent it from materialising, 


‘was received with all signs of devotion 


11. Prese and Propaganda. 

‘There was a dearth of articles of political interest in the press during th> 
week, the most remarkable feature being one of omission. General sle Gatlle’s 
speech to the National Defence Committee, while reported in full and under 
large head-lines in the French press, was passed by with hardly any comment 
This may be due to the fact that the public is satiated with the publicity lavished 
on all pronouncements by the general, and that wwently this noteworthy 
address was skimmed through without arousing much interest. On the other 
hand, the scarcity of newsprint is compelling papers to restrict themselves more 
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and more to official war news; and many articles are mere reproductions’ of 
commentaries by Reuter, Gram Swing, &. 

In addition, the press has been greatly preoccupied with the new measures 
taken by the Syrian and Lebanese Governments to combat speculation and 
Hoarding. Damascus papers are particularly joblant at the discomfiure of 
speculators, and the press in general expresses satisfaction that these persons are 
reaping the just reward of their nefarious activities One or two faint voices 
have been raised in favour of the merchants, but these have been quickly stifled. 
‘The publication of these measures, coupled with the concurrent fall in market 
Prices, appears to have reacted very favourably on public morale. 

The resignation of Wassef Izzedine gave rise to some comment, which, if of 
a speculative variety, was pounced upon by the censors. On the whole, however, 
press censorship in both Syria and the Lebanon fails to show the desired improve: 
ment and still needs tightening up, 

‘The enemy wireless continues to. malign Allied and “Arab leaders, both 
individually and collectively, General MacArthur being selected for especially 

i cks from all Axis stations and in all Janguages throughout the week, 
‘on the grounds that he had deserted hix men in the face of the enemy. Another 
theme which is on the increase is the comparison of the present "oppression 
‘of the Arab countries with the veritable paradise which would be accorded th 
in the event of an Axis victory. 

IL is also interesting to note that the most time-worn stand-by of Axis 
commentators, the Jewish Menace, is in danger of being supplanted by the 
Bolsherik Bogey, who, according to the Axis, having already seized most of 
Persia, is now, stretching out his gory talons over Traq, while even Syrin js not 
‘out of his reac 


No, 82 


Summary: Syria and the Lebanon, April 28, 1942—(Receiedt 
in Foreign Office, May 7) 


THE Jong-expected break-up of the Syrian Ministry took place on the night 
of the I7th-isth April, when the President accepted Hassan el Hakim's 
resignation and called on’ Husni Barazi to form a new Cabinet, which hax taken 
shape as follows :-— 

Prime Minister and Interior: Husni Bari 
Foreign Affairs and Finance: Rayex el Khoury. 
National Economy: Mobasnined ef Ayaah, 
Ravitaillement : Hikmet Horaki. 

Propaganda and Youth: Munir Ajlani 

Public Works: Moniz. Abbas 

National Defence : Hassan el Atrash, 

Justice: Ragheb Kekhia 

Education : Still vacant, 


The new Prime Minister, who is of # well-known Kurdish landed family of 
Fama, has not hitherto played a prominent part in Syrian politics, He was a 
member of the Sheikh Taj Government of 1994-86, and was recently appointed 
Mohafez of Damascus, Four Ministers remain ‘from the last Government. 
Munir Ajlani is generally considered a tool of Sheikh ‘Taj and was lately his 
secretary, Hassan el Atrash has recently been Mohafez of the Jebel Druze, 
Ragheb Kekhia is a lawyer and a native of Aleppo. 

It i generally considered that Sheikh Taj has dealt himself a new hand, 
bu that tis likly to prove even weaker than the lat Whereas Hasan el Hakim 
had a reputation for honesty, some doubts are expressed regarding the integrity 
of the new Prine Minister” Hosa Barasi, Fayer Khoury and Munir Ajlant 
‘are normally accounted Nationalists, but the more important politicians of the 
National bfoe—with the shadow of the war looming over the stage—continne to 
remain disereetly in the wings. 

2 Wheat 
Little change has taken place in the wheat position in Syria and the Lebanon, 


‘The timelimit for the declaration of stocks under the anti-hoarding laws for 
both States bas expired: yet, as was to be expected, major stocks remain hidden, 
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Although measures of enforcement would be welcomed by the populace and the 
local authorities alike, it is now clear that neither of the Goveruments have the 
intention or the energy to enforce the laws British supplies continue to, go into 
consumption through the State and Municipal Ravitaillement isations 
supplemented, in the case of Syria, by Government purchases. Meanwhile, 
information that the black market price is soaring in Turkey is likely to give a 
Aillip to the black markets that have sprung up in both States since the Txing 
of prices 

MPecrees establishing the machinery for handling the new harvest are about 
to be promulgated by General Catroux. An “Office du BIé with the necessary 
powers is being set up, which will have subordinate offices ia the producin 
Control will est with an Anglo-French committee, on which the States 
ments will also be represented. Finance will ultimately depead on a British 
guarantee. 

Tt in estimated that the minimum quantity of wheat to be purchased for 
subsequent distribution to non-growing areas is 270,000 tons, though any balance 
aftor growers’ requirements and seed reserves have been allowed for will also. be 
taken up. It is intended to fix the price of requisition at a level favourable to 
tho cultivators, when the time of harvesting approaches. The scheme virtually 
‘means the control of the whole crop and consequently its efficient distribution will 
become a matter of great importance. 


3. Syria: Damascus. 

‘The eircumstances wurrounding the change in the Ministry are eonewhat 
bscure. Apparently Hassan ol Halim played his cards badly a6, when bis lon 
standing dispute with the President came to a head, the other members of 1 
Cabinet loft him in the lurch. Bahij al Khatib and Hikmet Horaki handed in 
their resignations to the President on the grounds that they could no longer work 
with the Prime Minister, aud their resignation was followed by those of other 

inters. The President then dismined Hassan el Hakim and called upon 
Huxni Barazi to form a Cabinet. Simultaneously, the Syrian police were sent to 
‘arrest certain of Hasaan el Hakim's particular friends who were believed to have 
conaiderable influence over him. Tt would seem that Sheikh Taj—with the 
‘approval cortainly of General Collet—bax axtutely xubstituted for the old Cabinet 
new one which he expects to find more amenable 

King George of the Hellenes, accompanied by M. Troaderos, the Greek Prime 
Ministor, visited Damascus on the 12th April. He called on the President and 
‘on the Greek Orthodox Patriarch and was received by the popolace with 
considerable enthusiaagn, 

‘On the 14th April the Czechoslovak Consal-Ceneral at Beirut called on the 
President to notify his Government's official recegnition of Syrian independence. 
Appropriate speeches were made. 

‘Sit Frank Nixon, director of U.K.C.C. visited Damascus on the 16th A peil 
fond met members of ‘the Syrian Government and General Collet. The Sy 
ftuthorities expressed gratitude for the treatment given to the country by the 
corporation, but intimated that they looked for further help to meet their 
difficulties. ‘They lamented the great increase in Government expenditure caused 
by subsidising bread and claimed that this policy of weakness resulted from 
Allied insistence that there should be no political disturbances, especially in 
Damascus. They went of to predict trouble were bread to be sold at an economic 
price, As a reward for shouldering 90 manfully the heavy burden, they would 
‘Appreciate a loan or, even better, a gift of €1 million sterling from His Majesty's 
Government on the lines of the gift made to Egypt for the construction of air raid 


shelters, 


It is too early to measure Jocal reactions to the new Cabinet, but it is 
unlikely that it will inspire much confidence. Without any real Natioualist or 
Shahbandarist co-operation, the new team will probably be regarded as, the 
instrument of Sheikh ‘Taj—in his tuen considered the man of General Collet 


Except in so far as it affects supplies, Damascus politics at present do not count 
if fh 


for much with the general popolace in Aleppo, as the Nationalists are keeping 
‘and not trying to press their cause 
(On the Hh April a well organised meeting of the Anti-Fascst League was 
held. ‘The attendance of over 400 was encouraging, and among the youths of 
Various types there were as many Moslems, inchuding Nationalists, as Christians 
and Jews, 


‘The bread situation im Aleppo is reported to be easier and. the rationing 
system has teen extended. Government purchases from the Jezirch, however. 
fire not large enough for the local authorities to build up. a reserve of any size 
Moreover, purchases are being hindered by the news from Turkey, where, despite 
the severity of the black-market control, prices well abore the Syrian level ar 
ow apparently being offered. Smuggling from Syria is reported to have begua, 
which the frontier authorities are doing their best. to control 

‘Crop prospects continue to be fairly satisfactory, though is hoped 
for. Following the recent considerable fall in the price of manufactured goods 
due to the redemption of sixty-day bills negotiated before the restriction on bank 
‘credit, there has again been some rise in prices. Two contrary trends are apparent 
‘on the markets- Moslems, who pay the most attention to the threatening Axis 
broadcasts, consider that gold is their safest investment, while Christians and 
Jews are showing more confidence in buying goods 


5. Homs and Hama. 

This, area has continued to be quiet, uoogh voices ave as uvual raised 
‘against the Goverament and Sheikh Taj,” Reports on the local reaction to the 
jew Cabinet have not yet been received. Considerable troop movements through 
both towns have had an excellent effect, 


6. Jesireh and Euphrates 

Although the general situation among the Jezirch tribes is fairly quiet, two 
‘outbreaks of trouble are reported : the first between several semi-sedentary tribes 
in the neighbourhood of Derbessiyeh and the Baggara (Zor) of that region; the 
‘second between the Sherabivin and the Baggara (Jebl). Both cases are within 
the jurisdiction of the Mohafez of the province, since they concern disputes 
between semi-sedentary tribes. The Free French authorities and the Political 
Oflicer are making enquiries with a view to assisting in the settlement. 

Unconfirmed reports have been received of a meoting of Kurdiah lenders in 
Northern Jezireh, supposedly to discuss word received from the Kurds in Leaq, 
Whatever the feeling of the latter, there ix no evidence of anti-Britixh propaganda 
among the Kurds in the Jezireh, though few conceal their dislike of the Turkish 
alliance. There ix no doubi, however, that the Kurds are at leant 
farm themselves as the other tribes: rifles are moro than ever in dom 
rice ix maid to have risen in the last fow months from £8. 250 to £8, 500 for a 
File from Persia (of German origin) 

On the Gth April a decree wax innued by the Central Government granting 
an amnesty to all the Agaidat and others concerned in the disturbances of last 
your, with the exception of three recalcitrant individuals 

Tt in reported that Christians who have had recent contacts meres the frontior 
say they find no change in the attitude of the Turks to the Allien, Wireless 
broadcasts are also reported to be friendly. 

Wheat in Turkey is said to fetch ot the black market ax much as £8 1,000 
‘4 ton, Numerous reports have been received of smuggling, which, perforce, in 
done by animal transport at night and has therefore not yet assumed Inn 
Proportions Syrian and French authorities have increased’ patrols along 
ponder. 

‘The growth of Kumishlié in recent years has been astonishing and the process 

il continving, even though smuggling, which attracted many of the ini 
grants; is generally on the decling. ‘The popilation i¢ officially about 8.000, but 
ho census has been taken for some time, and estimates put the fi 

‘a very conservative figure the population is 20.000, whereas that of 
Hassetche is 6,000-7,000 and declining. Kamishlié is likely to continue to grow, 
Decause it is the centre of the wheat belt and ugriculture is the main oc 
of the inhabitants of the Jezireh. Tt is also on the railway and can offer 
grants better living conditions than Hassetche. For this reason it is beginning 
to attract Christians from the Aleppo district as well as refugees from Turkey 


7. Jebel Druze 

Only minor incidents. withont politienl significance are reported from the 
Jebel. There is further evidence of anti-Atrash activity and some meetings have 
icen held, Employment provided by military, works has caused genera) satis. 
faction 

Tn the Hauran frequent meetings have been held recently among local notables 
with the oct of urging the Government to include ave of thei nutnber in the 
Gabinet and to press for all the local adminiateative offials to he Hanraai 
























































































































































‘The Bedouin are returning via the Havran some six weeks earlier than 
usual this year, as the grazing in the Nejd is abnormally poor: There have bee 
a few misior incidents between them and the landowners, but the local 
‘officer appears to have tatters well in hand 


8, Alaouite Territory. 
‘There are uo developments of political importance to report 


9. Tribal. 
‘The settlement of the trouble between the Sba'a and the Hadidiyin and the 
Muwali has unfortunately been interrupted by « setiots miuor incident 
when the various parties to the arbitration were assembled at the site of 
ws was received that body of Stu's horse had happened to ride 
when five of them were killed, including Sufuq et Ali, a cousin of 
Yoo Mursheid of the Sba'a. All chance of immediate. recor 
between the disputants consequently vanished and the arbitration 
postponed for a fortnight oF 50 
Sevurity inthe Syrian Desert continues to be unsatisfactory. Raiding and 
conoter-miding is at anual oreurence when the nomads return to their summer 
pastures, but this year, owing to the abnormal winter, the tribes are coming back 
together, which greatly increases the posibilities of trouble, The Controle 
Blddouin ollicers supported by the Light Desert Compai the Gardes mobiles, 
fare having their work cut out in trying to prevent serious clasbes. A flag march 
through the area by an armoured-car regiment should have a good eflect, and it is 
noteworthy that the officer in charge of the Contrble Tadouin, bas xaid that be 
would welcome a visit from Colonel Glubb, ebould he be in the vicinity. 


10. The Lebanon 

No further changes in the Lebanene Government have yet come aluut, despite 
numerous rumours and much political aotivity on all wides. ‘The Free French 
have been préssing: hard for an agreement with the Maronite Patriarch on the 
basis of allowing him to suhmit a list of candidates for » nominated Chamber, 
bat the Patriarch, who bas been mule aware of British views in the matter, ix 
so fae refusing to play. Hoth the President. and the Prime Minister have 
‘xpress ansety about tho present turn of political events the former feeling 
that any change of Government made in agreement with the Patriarch. woul 


render his own position impossible in view of the Patriarch’s open hostility to 
hinwelf, and the latter being chiefly. nervous that he. will be eclipsed by. some 
nominee of Héchara eb Khoury. ‘The feeling that elections some time in. the 
ot too far distant future are both desirable and inevitable is gaining growed. 
Nervousness about the war situation anionget the population hax been 
increaad by the sinking of @ tanker within sight of the town and one or tw 
4 


air-raid alarms, and the rents of houses in the Lebanon have increased 


proportionately, 

‘Alfred Bey Skaf, the new Minister of Ravitaillement, is meeting with both 
‘obstruction and opposition from bis own services in his rather tactless attempts 
to reorganise them. His attempt to obtain supplies of wheat from Damascus 
‘was a complete failure and he is making heavy weather of his attempts to supply 
the Lebanion with the amounts he is receiving from the U.K.C.C. 


11. Press and Propaganda, 

‘The Ixzeddine affair is dying hard in the memories of Lebanese pressmen, 
and the censor was busily engaged last week on the speculative and critical 
articles which it evoked. Besides attacking the ex-Minister personally, several 
papers took the opportunity to air their grievances against the Government in 
otieral, one paper going so far as to demand the resignation of the whole Cabinet, 
find their replacement by “competent persons.” On the whole, there was a 
marked current of contempt for the present members of the Cabinet throughout 
the Lebanese pres. 

‘There were more articles on the war and on world politics than has been 
trsal of Tate, althoogh no marked change in public opinion was noticeable For 
example, Moslems were warned of the bitter hatred of the Nazis for all forms 
of religion, the difficulties of a Japanese attack on India were set forth, and 
‘appreciation of the work of the Allies for Syria and the Lebanon was expressed. 

Tn the economic field, the high optimism occasioned by the publication of the 
now regulations concerning the declaration of wheat stocks appears to have 
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abated to.a considerable extent. ‘The Lebanese press now argues that only a few 
‘unimportant individuals have been affected, and meagre quantities come to light. 
While the real boarders have so far remained unscathed. In general, the 
grumbling at the high cost of living and at the activities of speculators has 
Fecommenced. 

Military operations were the mainstay of enemy wireless propaganda during 
the week, stress being laid on Japanese successes, real and imaginary. Among 
Arab affairs, the arrest of Aly Maher Pasha seems to have provoked great 
indignation," Very little reference was made to purely local affairs, preference 
being given to Palestine and the Jewish question, 
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Weekly Political Summary No.4, Syria and the Lebanon, April 30, 142 
(Received in Foreign Office, May 18), 
1. General. (af 

THERE has been no pronounced popular reaction to the change in the Sy 
Government, por have the Opposition parties attempted to arouse public fain 
At is taken for granted generally that Sheikh Taj ed Din has succeeded in 
bringing to olce a group that will be even wore amenable to himself chan the 
last Cabinet. In other words, people feel that things are very much what they 
were. 

‘The new Government appears to be feeling its way, and up to the prosent 
there have been no indications of a change of poliey, Tu a statemont to the press 
the Prime Miniter declared that the frei policy of the Cabinet. wil boone 
of co-operation with, and loyalty to, the Allies. ‘The Government will tixe every 
effort to strengthen the ties of friendship which unite Syria with Arab couptries 

id other neighbouring States. Internal policy will be based on a determination 
to restore the authority of the Government and the dignity of public office 

‘The general political situation in the two Levant States remains unsatin 
factory. After some nine months of Allied occupation, it ix apparent to Syrians 
and Lebanese that the Free French have established themselves in the place of the 
Vichy French and are determined to maintain their position by means of more 
or less subservient State Governments, The British refusal to take « hand in 
internal political affairs is a disappointment to them, but has not so far resulted 
in alow of prestige. Except among the Christian minorities of Syria who would 
like strong foreign control, hopes are still placed in the British guarantee of 
independence, which, it is felt, will only really be operative after the war, and 
then only if Britain has her way in the Levant and the French are virtually 
ow 

Yet, in spite of existing political dissatisfaction, it cannot be said that an 
section or community rally Joke for important changes atthe prevent time. Al 
eyes are on the war, striving to determine what will be the outcome. Tn these 
circumstances a definite indication that resort will be had to a constitutional form 
of ment in the fairly near future would probably go a long way towards 
satixfying the aspirations of the majority of the politically conscious, 


2 Keonomic. 

‘The cost of living, bread and employment—these matters absorb the attention 
of the populations locally. ‘There is.a great demand for the improvement of the 
Rayitaillement services, which are inelficient and corrupt, Disappointment is 
widespread at the failure of the Governments to take action against the hoarders 
of wheat. Declarations of stocks under the recent decrees Were in most. places 
derisory and so far very little wheat has been confiscated —all from smallholders. 

‘On the 21st April, by decree of General Catroux, a Wheat Board for Syria 
and the Lebanon was set up, with a eivil status and financial autonomy. Its 
purpose will be the provision of wheat necessary for local consumption, to which 
End it has been granted a monopoly of purchase and transport of the 1942 wheat 
erop, purchase and transport of flour and other wheat derivatives and the 
importation of all kinds of cereals convertible to bread. A Wheat Office operated 
by the Free French, with British participation and under the supervision of the 
Wheat Board, is to provide the machinery of execution, Active opposition af 
the Syrian Government to the proposal in thie form may necesitate certain 
changes. 






























































































































































Any administration which in in the hands of local officials is, ipso! fate 
expected to be ineflicient and vorrupt. Freuch administration in the Levant is 
largely discredited. British reputation alone stands high in popular esteem. It 
follows, therefore, that active British participation is eseotial to the fall mccemn 
OC the wheat scheme: and it is satisfactory to ote thar the principle of Brita 
offers serving on all local commissions has been not only accepted, but weleomed, 
by the Free French senior officials concerned. a 

‘The recent slump in the prices of imported commodities and, more eépecially, 
of woren materials, hich aupcuated almost to-a panic, las how como to en ead 
Payments 1o the banka are generally boing mada punctually.” ‘This recovery i 
the markets has probably saved many merchants fram Pankenpioy. It has, bow 
ever, been. amply shown that the policy of eredit- restriction inaugurated. by. the 
hanks at the ond of January:has teen temarkahly succmafol in clipping tho eings 
of speculators and preventing the development of an altogether aatad nce 
fa the commodities farkata 


1: Sys! Danae 
Dainascents are Adking themselves to what extent the new Goverament:¢as 
be considered to be under French domination, to what extent it is under Sheikh Taj 
td’ Din, and what strengih {Lean achieve frem lls own infernal cabesian and trom 
Ae port he fa tha the ange was enguered hy Sheikh ae Da 
with the Krowiedgs and prebably Uhe soboaregement of Geoeral Collstevat the 
‘expense of Haasan ol Hakim indicates that it is likely to be more auder Freach 
domination than the laxt Government, Evidence of Sheikh Taj ed Din’s held on 
the Cabloet ia also provided by the cfeation of the new portfolio af Propaganda 
nd Youth for his protég’, Munir Ajlani 
As regards external support the Government will presumably have the 
ticking of the Free French nbthorities who gave it birth. 
the solicitation of British support seeme’ io ba 
conversations with the Officer, the Tr 
Forelign Affairs have been very anxious to, point out that the new Cabinet ia wall 
disposed to the British, in all of which a feeling of guilt at the abrupt removal 
of Hluman el Hakim is detectable and some anxiety about the British attit 
Tt ie now apparent that Hassan el Hakim displayed a lack of political acumen 
fo the.recent Cabinet crisis. For instance, be judged the time very badly to put 
into practice his Ideas that the new Goverimeit shoal te une of the peuple, dad 
wot of the feudal families, Above all, he should have realised that, in the last 
rewott, he would be worsted by Sheikh Taj ed Din, in view of the support the 
latter receives from General Collet. Tt now remains to be seen tar the 
¢ in Husni Baraei will 
be Justified and wheth endahip with Sheikh Taj ed Din will 
rorviee the Pe nce inthe work of the Prime Miter. 
‘The Political Officer hax drawn General Collet’s attention forcibly to three 
nvtariox where Atglo-French collabiration Wis not so cbtaplete aa it might be. 
sas pecaaions, were, calif, that te Political Oblcer wae ant latirmed 
French of the change of Governient. Secondly, Bekri Kaddoura, wh 
arrested on the 98th February by the French, with British collaboration, has been 
released without cansaltation with our Secavity of Political Officers, “Thirdly, 
only very tardy and sketchy information was’ given to the British aboot the 
conversations which General Catroux had with certain promines ‘on the 
Mth and 15th April. Among those interviewed were Jamil Ma ta Bey 
Aub adhe purge wae lolly to find oi) if at tne fore date 
‘elections ahould be held oF the old Parliament recalled, and (b) if a Senate. partly 
elected and rod nominated, would strengthen the Government in the meantime. 
Jeneral Collet admitted that he hud not collaborated as closely as could be desired. 
“The Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs has written a loiter to General Callet 
asking biny to take steps to obtain Iraqi recognition of Syrian independence, 20 
that the Syrian Govertiment "aright Going the oficial altitade to be taken with 
regard to the IruqiVice-Consol in Damascus” Similarly, the Behos de Syrie 
has taken advantage of the presence on sick leave in Damascus of Abdalla 
Damlouji; Traqi Minister for Foreign Affairs, 10 address to him some pointed 
remarks on Iraq's failure to recognise the independence of her sister Arab State. 


4. Aleppo. 

‘The Barazi Cabinet has been accepted with indifference by the general public. 
‘Though the new Minister has a reputation for energy. some discreditable reports 
about him are also known, and little confidence is placed in his ability to improve 
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the administration. The Aleppo representative, Ragheb Kekhia, belougs’ toa 
respected family. but he has spent many years in the judiciary in Damascus and 
is not regarded as.a forceful advocate of Aleppine interests. What the poople 
specially want the Government to change is th ty of food prices, for the 
main tax-paying areas object to the subsidisiny, at the general expense, of the 
Damascus bread, which has been kept at a considerably lower price than that 
which people elsewhere have had to pay. 

‘The Nationalists consider that the new Cabinet is too weak to last long and 
that the Prime Minister, who has apparently always kept on friendly terms with 
Saadallah Jabriand others here, will son invite Nationalist cooperation on 
their own terms, 

The only order of the new Government known bere so far was for the 
postponement of the application of the recent law to combat hoarding and 
speculation in wheat this weakness caused: general disappointment, A. 
seizure of undeclared hoarded wheat actually made by the police was cancelled 
fand prices again rose to over £8, 600 the ton 

here has been a sufficiency of medium bread in Aleppo at 2 Syrian piastres 
the Kilogramme, and small amounts of grain have been sent to the most needy 
districts. The situation bax therefore remained quiet. yet it in hy: no moans 
satisfactory and the risk of acute shortage roma ypplies from the seaireh 
have oaly been small and purchases there at the oficial price are inoreasingly 
difhcalt: now that the owners of grain realise that nearly double the price is 
again obtainable in Aleppo and also in Tutkey.. Special precoutions. against 
mmuggling over the border have been taken 

here have been further reports of the inadequacy of tribal control in the 
‘area south af Aleppo, where uneasiness is general. Despite promises made by 
the Eur Mujhem Ton Mubeid following recent incidentals reported that dhe 
Fedaan have been stair ds on villages, in-ono of which woman waix 
killed. The Free French authorities have again been urged to make their control 
imiofe effective and the question is being discussed with them in Damascus, 

From the frontier the only trouble of any importance that bas been reported 
concerns the smuggling of cattle from Turkey by a member of the well-known 
armada family. ‘The Turks were more than uvually amioyed and carefal 
oaquiries are being made. 


Hows and Hama. 


‘The. reaction, 

because there is 
id every Minintor 
st. Tis generally 


the Zird April ou the grounds that. army contractors were mp! 
labour from the neighbouring villages rather than from Home, 
Tappeared that the claim’ was unfounded nid. that the. only. " outsiders 
capped were specialists. This was explained to the mon, who dinpersed quietly 
Reliable information, since received, indicates that the trouble wax caused by 
Mitators working for Sheikh Taj ed Din. Apparently their object, was to stir 
trouble against the Mohafez, Haidar Mardam, one of the inf hiential Mardam 
family, whom i ie reported Sheikh ‘Taj ed Din. would like to raplace. ‘The 
Niles ué adjoint has threatened to arrest the agents if any more trouble ix caused 
Délégas adjoint hes thr reige week the tribal etontion nocib-of Soleaysh looked 


serious. Small inter-tntal raids wero reported and it was shought tbat the 


unity of the area might be threatened. When the Délégué adjoint visited the 
sew Bwever, he found the situation had been mich exaggerated and that the 
toeasures taken locally were sufficient to maintain security. 
6, Euphrates and Jexireh. 

No outbreaks have been signalled from this area and detailed reports have 
not yet been received. 


7. Jebel Druze, 
‘The Emir Hassan el Atrash has accepted the post of Minister of National 

Defence and been replaced by. Tewfik Rey el Atrash, former Director of Public 

Tnstruction at Suweida, ax Acting Mohafez. Toa gathering of notables 
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to congratulate him, the Emir Hassan stressed that, now be was Minister, he 
hoped to serve both Druzes and Syrians, for he could see no difference between 
them since Free France and Great Britain had fulfilled their promises by making. 
them a united nation. His ideal was the democratic ideal, and be would fight 


against tyranny and the agents of evil. He referred to his successor, Tewfik Bey. 
asa member of the Atrash family, known for its impartiality. 

As mentioned in recent Summaries, there is 2 growing opposition to the 
Emir and his family, and such speeches do nothing to reconcile the lesser families 
tothe Atrash oligarchy. ‘There 1s no doubt that the Atrash family is too powerful, 
to be in opposition, but it is becoming clear that the smaller families are impatient 
At not having a finger in the pic 

Meanwhile, the following Atrashes each has a finger crooked round a plum 
Hassan (Minister of Defence and part-time Mohafes), Tewfik (part-time Mobafer 
fand said to be taking w third of the salary for bis work as" Wakil’), Yussef 
(Director of P.W.D.—there is no such department, but the post carries a salary 
from the Druze budget), Sayah  ( Hail (Chief of 
Gendarmerie), Zaid (Commandant of Gendarmerie at Damascus), Mobazmed el 
Abdallah (Director af Agriculture), Faw7 te), Muted (Vice-President 
of Administrative Council). and 'so on. Moreover, the payment of secret 
allowances to Soltan Pasha and Okla el Kutami by the Damascns Government 
also enuses jealousy. 

While there is no immediate danger of trouble breaking oat, the Political 
Ofer considers that it is not in the interests of Allied security that the 
‘opposition should grow more discontented and perhaps become a forcing ground 
for enemy propaganda, Should Tewfik Bey be confirmed as Mohafez, the 
situation might well deteriorate. Although there ix no suitable candidate among 
the Druies of the Jebel, the appointment of a Syrian might be acceptable and 
furthermore would tend to prevent a union of autonormints and Nationalist 

‘further opposition group iv also in exiatence It consists of the religions 
heads, who resent Sheikh Taj ed Projected decree altering the method of 

wniniating the religious judges. Under the new plan the Min: 
ould appoint x Kadi, ont of three nominated by the (Atraah) 
Couneil of Suwelda, and would take away the right of appeal 
Druze Religious Council, ‘The members of the conncil have written a letter in 
atrong terms to Damasctis stating that the Druzos are propared at all coats to 
resist such an attack on Druze religious tradition 

Tn agreement with the Free French, an attempt was made recently to raixe 
3,000 men from the Houran and Jebel to work in Palestine, However, the wage 
‘of 10 piaatrex with food, or 13 without, did not tempt the labourers, who obtain 
totter pay at harvest-time and are disinclined to move from their villages for 
the short. period remaining before the harvest 


% Alaouite Territory. 

‘Thore are no political events of importance to report and the recent political 
crisis in Damascus, with the changes of office holders, has aroused little Interest 
‘The pinion in circles interewted in polities that, in the present circumstances 
any Government is bound ta be weal 

During the week the Political and Economic Officers paid a visit to the 
island of Rouad, Although the people there were reported to be hostile, they 
were received with considerable warnith. ‘The people of Rouad are using their 
schooners for British war purposes and the question of allowing them a special 
ration of wheat during their sea trips is being considered, on security as well as 
political grounds. The populations are naturally distarbed by the recent sinking 
Af schooners by enemy action. 


9. The Lebanon. 

Tt seems certain that the dissolution of the present Cabinet cannot be delayed 
much longer. It is not clear how far the Maronite Patriarch has yielded to the 
blandishments of the Free French, and, in particular, how far he has agreed to 
he represented in an Adiministration presided over by M. Naccache. The latter, 
however, at a recent interviow with His Majesty's Minister, indicated that there 
‘was an imminent possibility of the formation of a new Cabinet of six Ministers 
only (one for each of the principal communities), and that, General Catroux 

ing declined to accept his resignation, he wonld preside over the new 
‘Administration himself, The proposed reduction in the size of the Cabinet is, 

| although it wonld hardly pass master as a 
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affairs,” it is probably tne, as M. Naccache maintains, that representation. by 
‘communities is essential in the Lebanon, 

‘At the same interview the President, while professing to agree in principle 
with the necessity for a promise of elections by a given date, showed clearly that 
halWas very towilling la teakeleny. each promise teotil checnor. Cebinel had bean: 
Formed aud that he bed to sete behind the position of his fare caleagues 

‘The Minister for Foreign Aairs, Hamid Frangi¢, has for some months been 
incurring the growing disapproval of the Free French authorities cwing to his 
independent attitude and his frequent contacts with the British, At the same 
time, he has been finding it increasingly difficult to co-operate with his colleagues. 
notably with the Prime Minister and the President, whose policy: be considers 
ineffective and subservient. He has consequently sent in his resignation, 

In Tripoli the Moslem element, who form nearly 75 per ceut. of the popu 
Iation, are becoming more active in voicing their grievances : their chief complaint 
being that they have been given no adequate representation either in the local 
Government ot the Cabinet, A depatation of notables has visited Teirat to 
present their demands to General Catroux and the President. The latter is 
reported to have promised them a representative from Tripoli would be given 1 
ministerial post, but gave no undertaking that any of their other demands would 
bemet. The Tripoli Moslems are now talking of agitating for the Caza of Tripoli 
tobe attached to Syrin, which has always been their ultimate aim, 


10. Press and Propaganda. 

The bombing of Tokyo, the raid on Boulogne and. various encouraging 
speeches by Allied leaders caused the attention of the press to be directed in the 
main to hopeful speculations of an Allied spring offensive preferably againat 
the European mainland, ‘The recent offensives have undoubtedly given the press 
4 much-needed tonic and aews from Russia, whieh held the headlines during 
the period of lack of other successes, hax given way to announcements of 
Commando raids, the American aerial bombardment, de. ‘The recent 
mancuvres of Vichy and the Gormane wore greeted by the French pros 
with large bead-lines fiercely denouncing the complicity of Laval and Darla 
but almost all the subsequent articles emanated from Renter's: and ARI, 1! 
Arabic press took the line that Laval would never be able to impose his own 
will or that of the Germans on the masses of France.” Pro-Allied articles from 
the Turkish press have been ven prominence in Damascus paper, while ot 
papers continue to lavish praise on the Allies for having solved the unemploy 
problem in Syria and the Lebanon, 

“The present state of the Lebanese Government has been widely dircussed. 
Censored passages envisaged a complete Cabinet reshuffle, one paper taking #0 
imoch for granted that it hoped that " the change will take place with ar little 
fuss as in Syria and Egypt,” The Government also had to take soine severe 
punishment as a result of the present economic sitvation, the recent deolarati 
Of atocks scheme being declared ineffective by several papers, while the  absen 
Of flour gave rise to further advorse comment, censored according to its degree of 
virulence. 

The enemy's broadens this week appear mainly to have been directed at 
“ausing contempt for the British, both as fighting men and governors. Japanese 
Victories and British shipping loses were to the fore, also tho old story of the 
British finding someone else to fight theie battles for them, the Chinese in Burma 
being tho victims on. this occasion 

"Frhe enemy seemed to be puceled at the arrival in’ London of the High 
Commissioner for Palestine, for, while one station suggested that the handing 
over of the Crown of Syria to the Emir Abdallah was the object of the visit, 
‘another darkly remarked that the welfare of the Palestine Jews was to 
discussed. Tt is also to be noted that the Germans are still hunting for vestiges 
Of Jewieh blood among the Allied leaders 





( 3135/279/89) No. a4 


Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden —(Received May 19) 
No. 6. 
ee Syria and the Lebanon, April 18, 1942. 
AS T had the honour to report in my telegrams Nos. 7 and 16, T presented 
iny letters of credence to the Lebanese and Syrian Presidents respectively on the 
97th and 81st March, as the first British Minister to the Levant States. Tt may 



















































































































































































be useful for purposes af record to set dawn briefly the procedure followed in each 
capital, but [ would emphasise at the outst that both the local Government, ad 
the Syrian in particular, were actuated by the desire to mark especially what 
was for them_an historic cccasion, T being not only the first, British Minister. 
nut also the first diplomatic representative accredited to their countries. The 
procedure should not therefore be taken as creating precedent 
As T-came by car from Palestine and the hour of my arrival was 
uncertain, it was dot possible for the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
follow the tisual custom by sending his “chef du protocole ’" to meet me; aud as 
in point of fact there is no presentable oficial filing that function at the moment, 
M.' Hamid Franjieh himself visited me a few hours after my arrival without 
waiting for me to call first, The members of my diplomatic stall were present 
the Minister was received by a British military guard of honour oatside my house 
‘and an interesting conversation of considerable length and covering a number of 
political subjects ensued. I roturued the call on the following morning at 
‘my turn by a guard 
‘of the day before ; the 
Minister for Foreign ‘Affairs was clearly anxious to get down to hmsiness at oncn, 
‘und Taw no reason to dissuade him, though such conversations were, of course. 
‘n departure from the steiet protocol 

3. At 10°30 a3. on the 27th March I was called for by M. Franjieb at 
Yous, aid after a brief reception we proceeded together nan open car supplied 
by the Lebanese authorities, to the “Petit Sérail,” the official headquarters of 
tho Lebanese Government. ‘The members of my diplomatic stall, Colonel Furlonge, 
the Political Ofcer at Beirut. and representatives of the thre fighting services, 
followed in their own cars, and the praveasion was escorted by Lehanese gendarmes 
‘on motor-bicyclen. ‘The population had been informed in advance of the route 
tw be followed. but it wan decided fo 

d Nevertheless 

ite wf Se 
api ad ocanionally il/a Very smart guard 

howotiy was drawn up, and the two national anthems were played 

4, Tho actual eoremony of the presentation of my letters was slightly marred 
by the fact that the Lebanese authorities (who, of course, had no knowledge of 
the procedure, though they had teen primed by us on most points) allowed the 
rootn to be invaded by a. jostling crowd of minor aficials and journalists which 
swamped my staff and the service representatives. The ceremony was, however. 
very cordial and otherwise successful. Copies of the speeches exchanged between 
M. Naveache and mysolf are cnclosed herewith(’): the text of mine had, of ents. 
‘boon communicated to the Minister for Foreign Maire. in ad 
President wax good enough to let we have a copy of his before the ceretno 
place “After the formal introduction of my staff to the Provident and 
Whonneur ” at a beavily-laden buffet, 1 returned with the M 
‘Affaity to my house: the same formalities being observed ax on my arrival, with 
the addition that outside tho Sérail « grotesquely stout little san, evidently a 
ross between 4 town crier and a court poet, pranced up and down in front of 
the crowd, yelling and waviiig an enormous siitk like an American college cheer 
leader. After we had drunk a glass of champagne in honour of the occasion 
M. Franjich took hin leave. The Lebanese had teen at great pains to organise 
‘what to them was an entirely new ritnal, and the result was on the whole very 
Creditable 

5. Before this ceremony took place in Beirut, and within a day af my 
arrival there, T had received a friendly telegram from the Syrian Minister for 
Foreign AMfairs welcoming my arrival ‘in Syria.” I replied at once in suitable 
terms instructing Colouel Gardener, the Political Officer at Damascus, to explain, 
‘when conveying the message, the practical reasons which had made it ineyitable 
tha T should. present my letters to. the Lebanese Government first. Colonel 
Gardener reported, however, that Faiz Bey el Khuri and other members of the 
Syrian Government had expressed their deep disappointment at the order chosen 
maintaining that it should have been reversed in view of the fact that 

wlependence had been prockaimed first. 

‘This attitude was in the main a reflection of the chronic resentment felt 
by the Syrians that thetr country, though intrinsically by far the more important 
of the two, has never been treated as such by the French, who are firmly esconced 
ht Beirut Being also established at Beirut for the present, 1 could not have 
proceeded thence to present my letters at Damascus firet without giving the 


(1) Not printed, 
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Lebanese a far more real cause for resentment but I did iny best—I. think with 
Some success eventually—to console and reassure the Syrians on this score 

7. The ceremonies attending my visit to Damascus differed but slightly 
from those at Beirut. Before my arrival the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who 
had got hold of some took on. the protocol, told Colonel Gardener private 
he considered it quite irregular (as indeed it was) for him to eal on me fst. 1 
replied through the same chaunel that I was quite ready to call ou him first if he 
preferred it so, and that the procedure followed at Beirut, of which he had been 
informed unofficially at his own request, was simply an expreasion of the Lebanese 
Government's wish to do special hondur to the first British Minister to their 
country, Faiz Bey did, in fact, call on me first, having explained to Colonel 
Gardener beforehand that he was concerned solely to avoid creating proved 
and neither he nor the President gave any sign during my visit of the p 
they had felt before it. They were, indeed, extremely cordial, and my two 
conversations with Faiz Bey before the official coremouy were nearly ax long and 


quite as unorthodoxly businesslike as the corresponding visits had been at Bei 


and the addition of Major Beau 
other members of the Political Officer's staff. The residence lies on the extreme 
outskirts of the town, and as we were escorted by mounted Syrian troops (very: wall 
irned oat in a picturesque uniform closely resembling that of a French garde 
républicain) the journey took upwards of forty minutes each way. Over #uch a 
long distance it was not to be expected that the crowd would anywhere be lane, 
bat the streets were fairly well Ine, and the presses of large contingents fr 
schools and orphanages showed that the Syrian authorities had done their best for 
tus, A troop of Syrian boy scouts with an excellent brass hand had greeted my 
departure from the consulate, There wax very little cheering among the crowd 
\s are more politically conscious than the Lebanese, and their attitude 
‘one of polite interest in a ceremony: which might or might: not mean 

a terms of real independence. 

9. Gntside the residence of Sheikh Taj ed Din 1 inspected the guard of 
honour and wns presented with a bouquet bya bevy of kal gitia each of whom 
bore a banner inscribed with the name of the district abe came from, ‘The actual 

ntation of my letters was a more orderly affair than at Beirut, ax we had 

‘at pains to ennure that none but the members of the Cabinet and afew senior 
officials should be present. I enclose copies of my speech and of the President's 
roply.(’) which, in contrast with that of President Naceache, was delivered in 
Arabic. The tnemters of my party baying been officially introduced, we were 
regaled with lemonade (Syria, teing a genuinely Mahomatan country): and 
after listening to an ecstatic harangue by another and even stoutor ‘hoor: 
Teader,” we returned in procession to the consulate accompanied hy the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 

10, Before my departure from Damascus, which took place on the after: 
noon of the same day, T and my party were entertained by the President and 
tnost of the members of his Cabinet at an official luncheon which was the occasion 
for informal speeches, of which no record was made. In mine 1 took the oppor 
tunity to emphasise my desire to reside as mich as possible at the Syrian capital; 
‘and Sheikh Taj ed Din’s reply was couched in most friendly and appreciative 


T am sending a copy of this despatch to the Minister of State at Cairo. 
Thave. &e 
FL. SPEARS 
(0) Not peinted 
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Sir Bi Spears to Mr. Eden—(Reevived May 20) 

(No, 10) 

Sir, Syria and the Lebanon, A prit 28, 1942. 
EN confirmation of my telegrams Nox. 06 and 70 of the 1Sth and 19th April. 

[have the honour to inform you that the new Syrian Cabinet, formed as a result 

of the fall of Hassan Bey el Hakim, is constituted as follows :— 


Prime Minister, Minister of the Interior and Acting Minister of 
Education : Husni Bey el Barazi 

Foreign Affairs and Finauce (Acting)- Faiz Bey el Khuri 
jonal Defence: Hassan Bey et Atrash 

Public Works: Munir Bey Abbas 

National Economy: Mahmud Bey el Ayesh. 

Supply ; Hikmet Bey ¢) Horaki 

Propaganda and Youth = Munir Bey Ajlant 

Justice : Raghib Bey Kekbia. 

2 Lenclose herewith (Enclosure A)(’) an account of the Prime Minister's 
past caroor as furnished by the Minister for Foreign Affairs.” Immediately before 
fiw appointinent ho wax Muhafiz of Damascus, but had not served in that capacity 

weeks, He is a Kurd, an influential landowner of the Hama district 
an tioualixt—though probably of the milder sort. As stated in my telegram 
No. 70, the political officer: at Home speaks woll of him; but his carver ‘us not 
toon as blameless ax Faiz Bey ol Khuri's account of it would lead one to suppose 
In 195, while serving under Sheikh Taj ed Din as Minister of Education, he 
vas acne of planting largo cropm of hashish on his extaten, and ar a rel 
becaine involved in a seandal which was brought to the notice of the League of 
Nations. The ficial explanation now being circulated is that his broshar 
‘was the real culprit. At the present time he is reliably reported to be heavily in 
debt, The political officer at Damascus, while reserving judgment on his appoint 
ment, fears that he is likely to prove a mere tool in the hands of Sheikh Taj; and 
thin in the light of his past careor and present indebtedness, appears intrinsically 
probable. Nevertheless, Husni Bey el Barazi has loxt no time in declaring publicly 
is fidolity to the Allied cause : I attach (Enclosure B)(’) a copy of his first press 
interview of the 2ist April, ax published in the Eehor de Syrie, 1 xhonld add 
that in the opinion of Colonel Gardener this declaration may well have been 
inspired by the desire to reassure British observers at the midden ectipse of the 
former F'rime Miniater, who was generally known to be pro-Bril 

‘3. Of the new Ministers, nothing much is known either for or against 
Raghib Boy Kekhia, who takes charge of the Ministry of Justice. He is a native 
‘of Aleppo and a lawyer by profession, The new Minister of Defence wax formerly 
Muhafiz of the Jebel Druze. Muni Bey Ajlani, the new Minister of Propag 
‘and. Youth, was hitherto Sheikh Taj ed Din's ‘ chef de cabinet,"" and ix believed 
to he completely subservient to him. A comparatively young man. who as 
studied in Germany, Ajlant first gained notoriety a8 an ardent advocate of Syrian 
hationalisin, and was fargely responsible for the creation of an extremist youth 
‘organisation known as the “Iron Shirts’ and of the '* Syrians’ Committee of 
Gorman Students.” Later, however, he went over to Dr. Shahbander. and in 
1938 he was sentenced to a term of imprisonment by the (Nationalist) Syrian 
Government of that day for subversive activities. It is believed that Sheikh Taj 
ed Din intends to use him for the recruitment of a youth movement favourable to 
himself, but the great majority of the existing Syrian youth movements are 
strongly Nationalist and hostile to the present régime, and it is more than 
doubtful whether any important section of them ean, in fact, be won over. 

‘4 Of the outgoing Ministers. the most competent is undoubtedly Babij 
Bey el Khatib, formerly Minister of the Interior. He has agreed to revert for a 
few weeks to his former post of Director-General of the Interior, in order to help. 
the new Government into the saddle. He is also reported to be angling, so far 
without success, for appointment thereafter as President of the Conseil d'Btat. 
Bahij Bey, a-civil servant of outstanding ability by local standards, has always 
maintained close and friendly relations with this mission and with the British 
Political Officer at Damascus, but his reputation has suffered from a too close 
‘association with the French in past years. According to one source, his dismissal 
from office was explained by Sheikh. Taj ed Din as having been due to- his 
intrigues with the British; and it is probable that General Collet and the 


(1) Not printed, 


ns 


President had for some time past regarded him as a m: could 
no longer rely if it came to a clach between British determination to evolve a 
constitational. régime and ‘Sheikh ‘Taj's determination to remain in. office 
regardless of growing discontent with his failings and 
unconstitational status. 

5. [have received several more or less contflictin 
stances which precipitated the fall of Hassan Boy 
of any completely reliable evidence [ do not_propose to trouble you with a 
analysis of them. What seems fairly certain, however, ix that the immé 
cause of the ministerial reshuffle was a visit, paid by General Catroux to 
Damascus shortly before it took place. in order to consult with the Government 
and Opposition leaders. General Catroux is reported to have explained to all 
concerned that the growing dissatisfaction with the present régime, expressed 
not only by the Opposition feaders, but also, on grounds of security, by the British, 
made it essential to introduce immediate changes in the Government and to 
‘consider the adoption later of some form of constitutional system or facade. Fach 
of the leaders to whom he spoke was asked his views on the merits of three courses, 
viz. to recall the last Chamber, to elect a new one, of to nominate a Senate at a 
provisional measure until the end of the war. 

6. Sheikh Taj ed Din was, of courso, s 
these three courses. The great majority of th 
hand, rejected. the proposal for a nominated 
recall of the old Chiu 
[rticlar, inasting 


‘opposed to the first two of 
ion leaders, on the othe 


alar 
he President 

ignation, in the 

Haman el Hakim knew that 
val Catroux, and acems to have 
the President to 


Prime a negot with a view to 
filling the vacancies in the Cabinet (i. tho portfolion of Finance, of which he 
himself had previously been in change, and Defence, through 
'asha ol Atrash) and appointing certain civil servants and had not coat 
Ahem. In their turn, therefore, they hastened to tender their resignations; and 
Sheikh Taj ed Din, who had long been awaiting his chance, promptly dismbssed 
Hassan ef Hakim and called in Ho Lane 
8. From all accounts it 


dloabt. tat itis certain that bis eons have been making a handsome profit ont of 
their father’s official position.) = i 

‘0. The foregoing. I would emphasise, ie x merely tentative analysis of much 
conflicting material. “in a country where politics are outstandingly sordid, the 
inner history of this particolar crisis docs sot perhaps matter mich.” What does, 
however, matter, from our point of view, is the attitude adopted and the part 
Played by the Free French, "There can be no doubt that Sheikh Taj ed Din weuld 
hever have dared to act withont their approval. and. although Colonel Gardener 
has always been on the most intimate personal terms with General Collet, the 
later failed completely to consult him, oF even to keep him informed. at any stage 
of what "was going on. A partiolarly disgusting fentae ofthe wile os 
fe that Husni Barazi, shortly after assuming office. spake publicly of his 
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to secure the release of political défenwe: and that General Collet. who bad himself, 
hy 2 question secured British co-operation in the arrest of these 
persons in the first instance. is reliably reported to have put it about that the 
Arrests had been entirely 
10. ¥ Jardener on both these ‘scores, General 
J, and my conclusion is that 


out of tho’ picture 
show us that he « 
‘own affair and nobody else's 


diplomatic bureau to inform Mr. Harnilton—L myself being absent in Cairo- 
fof what had happened. (M. Baclon, needless to say, sought to give the impression 
thatthe whole bu foevitable aid. spontancous process, and 
maintained that the ehany he better.) 

11. If my conclusion is correct—and it is borne out by all T hear of the 
presont activities of the Délégation Générale in connexion with the formation of a 
new Lebanese mat the symptom is decidedly disquieting. propos 
ddiacuse the remedies nvailable to Us it telegrams which will reach you before this 
despatch, 
itp wecding. a copy’of this despatch to the Acting Minister of State at 
Cairo. 
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Weekly Politioat Summary No, &- Syria and the Lebanon, May 7, 1042— 
(Receiced in Foreign Office, May 80.) 
1, General. 

POLITICAL activity has been slight during the past week. An important 
step has, however, been taken by the two States, acting together, in demanding 
from Genoral Catroux the handing over of control of the Intéréts Commune 

nds. 
ame war, and rumours of war, are the main items of public attention, sats 
faction being exprossed at the position in the prosence of American 
warships inthe Mediterranean, and the evidence of a growing British air 
offensive, Hitler's speech ix generally considered to have done the Axis more 
arm than good. 

In the economic fick 


persists at the high prices currunt, expecially 


of broad, and the shortage imported comm 
‘some areas the tribal position has given cause for anxiety, but there are 


dications that matters are 
by the authorities 


2, Beonar 

Plans for the wheat erop 
French and Syrian wuthorities on a point of authority 

“The statin of the "* Office du BK,” appointed by ' 
arr of the Dégation Génale bus ben declared inacreptable tthe Syrian 
Government, whieh denies the French right to legislate for Syrian affuira. 

"A solution, was hoped for on the lines of a Franco-Syrian-Lebanese Contral 
Committee with British membership, endowed with plenary powers, including 
the tse of national territorial forces inder a Syrian president operating the pla 
tunder powers delegated by all three authorities, 

‘A last-minute breakdown occurred which, to date, ix vot repaired. 
whole question is, owing to the dangerous consequences of further del 
tungent discussion, 

8, Syria: Damascus ; 
“The new Governient has so far shown no particular administrative activity 


is early yet to judi itentialities. 
and dncern i being felt in Government circles over the financial situation. The 


Minister of Finance has pointed out that the Syrian budget is now £10 3uillion in 


07 


deficit. One of the reasons for this is the subsidy for bread. for the poor, which 
for Damascus alone amounts to £3.14,000 per day, and. for which no new 
taxation has been introduced. The Finance Minister recently hinted that perhaps 
the British could arrange a loan, bat he was given 
Criticism is being he: 

persons responsible for the shooting of a Syrian medical student on the Sth April. 
After it was established that the assailant was wearing battle-dress, the Syrian 
Police withdrew from the investigation, but there is no evidence to prove that the 
assailant was British, and the matter is now being again pursued by the local 
security authorities. 


4. Aleppo. 

‘The atmosphere seems to be more than ever one of expectancy. The shadow 
Of the long-announced spring offensive remains heavy, though fear of it hus boon 
considerably lightened by the news that Hitler has now started to threaten hix 
people as well ax the Allies. “Locally, there is considerable auxiety regarding the 
Wheat crop, which is in need of rain: 

Efforts are still being made to get more support In Aleppo for the new 
Government. The friendly relations between the Prine Minister and Saadallah 
Sabri have previously been mentioned : as a sign of collaboration with the Jabri 
family, there has been talk of appointing Dr. Cheikil Jabri to fill the vacant 
portfolio of Public Instruction. ‘Though the press hax been producing well 
disciplined praise of the Barasi Cabinet, such praise is generally regurded with 
eynicisn 

Wheat prices were very high until the last day of April, when they fell on the 
frospet ofthe Goverument enforcing he recent law at this powtpaned date 

etter supplies of geain have arrived from the Jeziteh, and the sale ot brad tn 
fair quantities at 32 piastres the kilog, hax continued’ in Aleppo iteelf, though 
thore is still distress in the frontier regions, Some stnall distributions have beet 
made there. 

There were no serious ineidents on the Turkish frontier during the week, and 
th general feeling was reported to be friendly. Tarkish officials vinited Marin 
for & first-degree frontier commision, and a number of complaints abont 
smuggling and raids were discussed amicably 


5, Homs and Hama, 

Hitler's speech has had a striking effect in thie area, ‘The dato of the Allied 
victory. is now discussed rather than the date of the Axia offensive. Reports 
received of conversations which have taken place in Natioualist circles show that 
‘an Axis victory is no longer considered a probability. 

Six more canes of typhus have teen reported from two villagen near Hons 
Te was found that in ote of these villages the population had. paid the Sy 
xanitary authorities £8. 2,000 in order to stop them putting « sanitary cond 
round the village. T! dered by the Déléu 


6, Buphrates aul Jezireh 
‘The Muwali-Sha'a dispute has been causing grave anxiety as it was feared 
that the tension would develop into a general conflageation between riverains and 
ws. With the harvest at hand the agricultural tribes aro by no means 
desirous of a clash, but the have suffered heavy losses in stock thie wintor, 
and as but few of their leaders are owners of land and crops there is a constant 
langer of their looting all and sundry. At the moment the two rival groups 
, Laihails, with some sections of 


if already by the Feda'an. Fortunately, everyone is alive to 
the present danger, and it hoped that, ae a result of’ disaasions held at 
Deir ex Zor between the French and British authorities, the measures agreed pon 
will canse an improvement in the situation. 

‘The Deir ez Zor Festival opened on the morning of the 25th April with 
speeches by Mohamed al Ayish, the Minister of National Economy; Jawad Bey. 
the Mohafez of Deir ex Zor: Colonel Broset, the Délégué Adjoint; and Colonel 
Jago, the area Commander. It closed on the might of the 25th, having. been a 
great saecess 
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7. Jebel Druze. 

There have been signs of growing opposition amongst rival families to the 
power of the Atrush clan, and there are some indications that Ube opposition is 
heing engineered by interested parties outside the Jebel, 


8. Alaouite Territory. 
‘There are no political events of importance to record this week, 


9. The Lebanon. 

‘The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs has withdrawn his resignation in 
view of the imminence of discussions with the Free French on the question of the 
“«Tntéeéts Communs,” in which he takes a keen interest. At the President's 
instance, he saw General Catrowx, whose hostility to himself bas been causin 
embarramment to the President and appears to have, reached wine bass 0 
co-operation without abandoning his standpoint in regard to the full implementa. 
tion of Lebanese independence and the cessation of French interference in 
Lebanese internal affairs i : 

‘The Lebanese Minister of the Interior resigned again on the 30th April, and 
this time hin resignation was accepted, the Minister of Justice temporarily 
‘assuming his functions. 

The Government now seems more confident of survival, ‘The recent departure 
of two of its weakest, members has served to strengthen its position, and the 
apparent failure of the Free French attempts to come to terms with the Maronite 
Patriarch have encouraged the President, Morvover, the soundings taken by the 
Frouch with the Constitutional party, with a view to the formation of a 
"gouvernement @’union, have merely shown that this party would be unwilling 
to co-operate except at the price of a larger share in the new Ministry than woul 
he agreeable either to the French or to the President 

‘The question of the '* Intéréts Communs was carried an unexpectedly long 
step further on the Lst May, when the Syrian and Lebanese Finance Ministers were 
invited by General Catroux to visit him and give their formal approval of the 
1042 budget of the " Tntéréts Communs.”* Such an invitation was an innovation 
‘and a concession to the independent status of the countries, Tt failed in its 
purpose, however, for the two Ministers, by previons arrangement, refused to 
approve the budget, and instead a joint’ note was handed to General Catroux 
asking that, pending the definite handing over of the ‘* Intéréts Communs” to 
the States, the budget should be left in suspense and that monthly eredits should 


pe cent, the remaining 10 per cent. being put into a 


the division of which between the States would be settled some 

basis of statistics to be drawn up. It remains to be seen whether the two Govern- 
ents) will definitely agree on this basis and, in that event, whether General 
Catronx will then bow to their combined pressure. Such a result, if achieved, 
might well suffice to keep the Lebanese Government in power until the autumn, 

‘A decree published by the Lebanese Government on the 2nd May, pro: 
tmulgating arrangements for the purchase by His Majesty's Government of the 
Lelanese silk crop, hns aroused widespread satisfaction, 

‘The Belgian Government has announced its intention of raising its consulate- 
general at Beirut to the status of a legation, It is understood that a chargé 

faites from London has been appointed, 


0, Press and Propaganda, 

Mr. Roosevelt's speech, and especially the references to units of the United 
States feet serving in the Mediterranean, cansed n wave of optimism in the press 
where editorial Writers have. een greatly, prenceupied in speculating on the 
possible whereabouts of an Allied invasion of Europe, the likelihood of which now 
appears to have developed into a certainty in editorial eyes. The newspapers 
have been lavish in praise of General Giraud. " 

‘Most papers commented on Hitler's latest speech and found in it signs of 
weakness and despair. 


19 


The Lebanese press continues to speak, in censored passages, of an imminent 
Cabinet crisis. The Government are accused of general incompelence and fail 
to cope with the food situation. The fall of meat prices, owing to the high pri 
nd scarcity of bread, has passed almost. unnoticed. 

In other fields the press continued on its two useful stock lines—"* The advent 
Of the Allies has solved the unemployment problem in Syria and the Lebanon, 
and * How much better of we are under the Alles Uhan we would be under the 

jermans. 

The Syrian press continues to make unfavourable comparisons between. its 
own Government and that of the Lebanon, particularly in matters relating to 
supply. 

The broadcasts in Arabic may, roughly. be divided into three classes 
As might be expected, on the anniversary of Rashid Ali's rebellion, both he and 
the ex-Mufti made violently anti-British speeches, which were given grit pr 
‘minence in all enemy Arabio transmissions, as was also Hitler's speech earlier in 
the week: ‘Theatr two subjects given special place were the threat of bolshevism 
in Arab countries and the troubles of the British in Burma and India. There 
were hardly any references (0 the local affairs of Syria and the Lebanon, except 
for a few remarks on the unhappy food situation, for which, as usual, the British 
were blamed 
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Weekly Political Summary No.6; Syria aud the Lebaron, May 14, 
ey aa ate ts Ohaus 

AS suunmer approaches, the course of the war teuds iticteasingly to absorb the 
attention of the population. In this regard, however, a notable change is reported. 
from most areas. Whereas, until quite reueutly, intelligent public opinion. wax 
largely undecided as to the onteome, a marked swing-over to a beliet in Allied. 
Victory has now taken place, No doubt this is duc to a combination of factors, 
but a main cause seems to bo Hitler's speech, which has heen widely Laken to show 
igus of desperation and therefore of weakness, Although fearw of invasion have 
somewhat died down, they are likely to flare up agains 300m as the Axia Powers 
make any move in, tho Mediterranean, 


resinting, 

At the leginning of the week it appeared as if @ compromise might bo 
reached over the basic organisation of the Office du BK, but prolonged discussions 
in Damascus and Beirut only resulted in increasing the tension, IU is apparent 
now that Geueral Catroux and bis advisors have decided to make a test case of 
the conttol of the mew wheat crop, to decide who has the last word in internal 
policy. As the success of the scheme primarily depends upon full co-operation 
between the Syrians, French and British, the present impaser has very serious 
implications which require that a solution be found without delay. 
|. There haye been ho further developments in the qiestion of the “ Intéréta 
Commune” describe on page 4 of Summary No. 5 of the 7th M 

Another shot in the Franco-Syrian struggle has beet fired by the Syrian 
Government, in the form of a note dated the Ist May to General Collet, demanding. 
that the control of the concessionary companies he handed over. The two chick 
‘organisations concerned are the Damas, Hama et Prolongement Railway Compan 
andl the Tobacco Monopoly. : 

Perhaps the most siriking feature of these developments is that such a 
subservient Government as the present one should venttire to oppese the French 
in this manner. ‘The leader of the opposition is undoubtedly Fayer el Khoury. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and of Finance. So far he has apparently been 
‘supported by the President, who may be aiming at ensuring his own popilarity 
in the event of electione—the prospects of which were discussed in n recent visit 
paid by General. Catroas, to Damascas, One infalile way of achieving 
popularity in Syria is to appear to stand up to the French and Sheikh Ta; 
Eobarked oaluker cree tat ton? pradentiy. seen 
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3. Damascus. 

The President of the Lebanese Republic, accompanied by some of his 
Ministers and staf, paid an oficial visit to Damascus on the 3rd May. There 
was an appropriate ceremony, when he was received amidst acclamation by the 
President of the Syrian Repuilic. return visit of Sheikh ‘ay to the Lebanon 
wus arranged for the 8th May, bat has had to be postponed. The purpose of these 
Visits, apart from their general publicity value, is to demonstrate to the French 
the solidarity of Syria and the Lebanon, especially over the question of the 
* Tntéréts Communs. 

{Ou the Sth May British wireraft few over the city dropping pamphlets in 
the form of a" V"' for vietory. ‘There was a great scramble to pick them up, and 
the propaganda value was reported to have been considerable 


4. Aleppo. 

Mention of the possibility of elections has been received with mingled 
ntorest andl acepticiam, as it ix generally considered that a Government in 
¢ elections: for: ‘advant Dr. Hassan Fouad, the venerable 
Nationalist leader, when visiting the Political Officer, remarked that a fair 
administration was all that was wanted in war time and that independence wax 
‘not practicable till more settled times returned 

Ragheb Kekhia, the Minister for Justice, is in Aleppo re-establishing local 
connexions, after long residence in: Damascus 

On the night of the Sth-Oth May about 15 swastikas were painted on walls 
in the town. Thin ix thought to be merely a recrudescence of activity on the part 
of a fow enemy agents, who have been quiet for sme time. Recently, and 
pecially ainco Hitler's Jaxt speech, sympathy with or fear of the Axis has 
teniled to decrease, and the general situation in Aleppo has been satisfactory 

Wheat arrivals from the Jedireh, continue (0 sufiee for immediate needs, 
‘and bread has been on sale in reasonable quantities Owing to lack of rain it in 

ated that the wheat crop around Aleppo will only be half that of last year 

The arrival of Transjordan Frontier Force unite in frontier areas, which 
had previously been inadequately controlled by French-commanded patrols, has 
given riw to inevitable jealousy, but feoling is already improving. 


5, Home and Hama, 
‘There hax been little political activity in the area, apart from a reorganisa. 
tion af the Partie Populaire Syrienne, which has itl ilucnee at the moment 
‘Tho Politioal Officer visited Selimyeh on the 4th May to witness the arrival 
of Prince Ali Khan. ‘The fanatical way in which he was received by his people 
sous to haar ont the belief that they will fight for the Allies, even’ after 
A visit was paid by the Political Oificer to the Cherkesse villages in 
‘Tho Moukhtars of each village. speaking for inbabitants, avowed their 
loyalty to the Allied cause 
‘ho poor list in Home hag risen to 56,000, and it is feared that trouble may 
arise before the harvest, which ix not expected to be more than average owing, 
to Jack of rain. 
‘There has been an increase in arms traffic due to mutual distrust between the 
Hedouin and villagers: 800 rounds of Erench ammnnition were found concealed 
in baskets of fruit in Homs, 


6. Buphrates and Jesireh, 


A. ‘Communication Orale"” thas been received through His) Majesty's 
Hubasa, Agora, from the Turkish Ministry for Foreign ‘Aflais acusing local 
nthoritien of distributing arms to Syrian villages near the frontier. There is 


nothing whatever to support the Turkish complaint, which, as far as is. known, 
has never been made to frontier olficials on this side Relations generally have 
iiueh, improved hetwoen French and Turkish offal ax evidenced by friendly 


social visite each mouth, 
A system of passes instituted in Traq should tighten conteol an the Syro 
Traqi frontier, and keep a check on Lragi clerks and police who in the past have 
‘aired their sympathies for Rashid Ali's rebel party 
‘The repair of the pipe-line has involved sealing 750 punctures caused by 
rifle bullets. ‘The damage must be attributed primarily to the Agaidat in the 
ie heat wave at jnning of this month has given rise to the gloomiest 
forebodings about the prospects of the wheat crop in the sJezireh: and. the 
uncertainty as to the rate which will be fixed by the Wheat Board when 
purchasing the new crop has still further increased uneasiness 


121 


7. Jebel Druze and Alaouite Territory, 
There are-no political events to report from these areas. The follo 
appreciation of the political situation among the Aliouites. is, 


interest. 
Political activities in the Alaouite Territory are subordin 


politics. It is, therefore, 
their possible reactions to the 


jor political parties in the territory are the Nat 
Shaabist. (The Partie Populaire Syrienne exista, but is suppre 
‘organisation, ) 

‘The Nationalist party, with some Christian and Aluouite adherents, ix the 
‘one to which most Moslems belong; and the Shaabist party, despite ite Moslem 
followers, is locally in the main an Alaonite party with separatist sentiments 

‘The former controls the main coastal towns, most of the Kurds and the total 
Arab and strongly anti-French population of the Sahyoun District, Most of the 

liane, jealous of local Aloguite control of the administeation cw. that 
French inflience is leas strong, back the Nationabists, or would. support any 
‘candidates who would uphold their minority righ 

‘The Shaabiat party has a small following in the constal towns and ix backed, 

%, by Nouri-cl-Hajj, the Kurdish chief. ‘Thix party would be 

the Alaouite territory but for the fact that it is, in addition, supported 

by certain influential families, with particularist wud, it some cams, mparatint 

claims, especially the families of Abbas, Kin) and Murshid. “These tribal leadors 

remember what happened between 1936 and 1939, whoa a Nationalist Govern 

ment filled all the important offices with Damascene Sunnis. If these fami lion 

can keep together, and even if they can get other Alaouite leaders to join 
them, the Shaabist party will become the strongest in the Alnouite tortitory. 

in the 1926 Parliament the Alaouites had ten seats out of sixteon, the others 

divided equally betwoon Moslems and Christians, and 
would te likely to occur again. If, however, they could make 

Nationalists whereby thoir local ‘autonomy in, adi 

Snanial matters were guaranteed to them, they tight throw in their hand with 
‘tht party. 

he Kin Murshid grup would lke to occpy a poition midway between 
France and Syria, but the hostile attitude of the Déligué hae turned Lhent into 
fan antiFreach camp. ‘They might therefore dlevide to throw in thoir lot with 
the Nationalists 

The Alaouite leaders, without exception, place little faith in France, and 
less in. the Frenchien now rulinye Syria... They realise that Shoikh Tay's weak 
Government is backed by General Collet, and believe that when it falls it will 
te replaced by a Nationalist Gover ‘Therefore, openly oF elandestinely, 
contact is being made with Natio notables. 

All persons in the Alaouite territory, irrespective of creed oF party, would 
like to see British rule established in some form, applies to the minorities 
more than to the Moslems, but even they would like some ttulitect British control 
AK the present tine, “Al would Uke to so a united Syrin uhdee a avong and 

ular Government, and the feeling appears to be growing stronyer that sich 
"Government can only be formed from tke Nationale’ raake 


8 Trbal. 

Shamirh—After a number of difficulties and alarms, the Hadidiyin and 
Muyali have at last heen prevailed upon to wave north and ‘north-west to the 
‘edge of the cultivated lands, whence. failing further clashes, they should disperse 
to their villages for the summer. ‘The Sba'a also are stilt proving difficult. and 
the French anthorities are trying to get tevent outstanding disputes settled, For 
the moment the situation is calmer, and it is hoped to arrange for arbitration 
in accordance with Bedouin custom 

‘Reports continue to be received of taids and robberies along the borers of the 
cultivated areas in the north and north-west, some af which are undoubtedly. the 
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work of professional robbers and gangs rather than of the nomads. Efforts are 

1g made, by means of patrols, to limit the trouble ax far as possible. 
‘In contrast to the lack of public security prevailing in the northern Syrian 
Desert, no incidents of any importance are reported from the south and south- 
west, where the Rnwalleh are and orderly and provide a valuable buffer 
between the unrest of the Transjordan tribes, 

Jeziroh—The dispute between the Shaminar of Zor, Kikiyeh and Milli, ou 
the one hand, and: the Baggara (Zor) on the other (referred to on page 6, 
Summary No. 8, of the 23rd April), suddenly came to a head, and-an armed 
conflict was only. prevented by the intervention of the S.S. Inspector, supported 
by a platoon of the Light Desert Company. ‘The headmen have been brought to 
Hassetche with a view to arriving at a settlement 

‘This incident throws light on the workings of the Syrian administration in 
the Jezireh, ‘The dispute, originating in a question of land, wax within the 
competence of the Syrian executive. Yet the latter, even supposing they possessed 
the energy and ability to make a settlement, Inck the force and prestige to 
implement it. A few yendarmes are no match for hordes of armed! tribesmen, 
who are generally better mounted and often better armed. In existing, 

noo, therefore. the Syrian authorities naturally tend to leave all troublesome 
mattors to the Free French, at the sume time complaining bitterly that the latter 
will never implement the declaration of Syrian independence, 


The Lebanon. 

Apart from the visit of the President to Damascus, referred to in 
paragraph 3, there is nothing of interest to report, Political activity has for the 
moment vensed, the main publie interest b 10 internat 
‘economic quextions 


10. Prear and Propaganda 

The tone of the press ns a whole has been quiet, with food and supply 
problems continuing to be the main local theme of the Arabic prow 

‘The vinit of the President of the Lebtion to Damaacis has been greoted with 
favour, and there iv a general repetition af the demand that Syria and the 
Tabanion should become one country, economienlly, if not. politically 

ri Las wo fae apspenrest on the subject of Madagnacar, apart 
the official communiqués and extracts from radio broadeasts 

Knemy broadcasts aro vtill harping on the Jewish “menace”” The 
Americans are being accused of interfering in the Middle Mast with a view to 
Tavouring Jewish interests, and the Britieh are accused of bribing the tribal 
chiefs in Syria and the Lebanon for their own purposes 
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Werkly Political Summary No, 7: Syria and the Lebanon, May 21, 1942— 
poh i (Received in Foreign Office, June 2) 
LE political activity has marked the week, although there have been 
and goings among opposition political leaders and a recrudescence of 
Axis. inspired propaganda is reported from Home and Hama. One of the reasons 
Yor this lull is doubtless the prolonged negotiations which arose over the control 
of the new wheat crop; another is that the Governments of both States have beet 
Jnrgely preoecopied with the arrangements for the return visit of Syrian Govern 
wont functionaries to the Lebanon. 

The Syrian President, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
visited Beirut from the 13th-18ch May, They were grected with considerable 
coremony’ aud enthusiasm and were made to work extremely hard during their 
stay. They caused considerable perturbation in accepting an invitation to x 
lunch with the Maronite Patriarch, to which the Lebanese President, for obvious 
reasons, Was Hot invited, but they took every oceasion of speaking soothing words 
about Syria’s brotherly feelings for the Lebanon. They also brought with them 
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detailed propomals for the handing over of the “Intéréts communs,” which are 
now to be considered by the Lebanese Government and, if approved, to be presented 
by the two Governments jointly to General Catroux. 

Mr. Churchill's speech at Leeds received a good write-up in the press, and 
the contrast between his tove of confidence and Hitler's recent speech has had 
a reassuring effect. generally 

On the 14th May four members of a spy ring, who were recently convicted 

a French military court in Aleppo, were shot. The fact was published in all 

Tecal papers, although the names were withheld. No public reactions have 
been reported from any area, and it is boped that the case will provide 4 salitary 
deterrent to the numerous ‘individaals in the Levant States who are readily 
disposed to adopt the profession of ageut, 

2 Syria: Damascus. 

Concern continues to be felt over the budget. Certain Syrians visited the 
Political Officer and spoke extremely despondently of the budget situation, of the 
failure to elect economies, and of lack of adequate taxation, They even said 
that the French were deliberately abetting a spendthrift policy since they thought 
it was in their interest to have a bankrupt Syria at the time of the pence 
conference. Apart from such ingenious theories, bowever, there is a distinct 
feeling amongst thinking people that now is the time for the Governinent to get 
down to the problems. not only of finance, but of administration, Fears are 
expressed of Sheikh Taj’s propensities to seck popularity by the eaaiest way. 
fand it is remarked: that bix new Government hax yet to show any signa of 
determination to solve the problem by the only possible methods, namely, a reform 
of the Administration and the introduction of a rational system of ta 

Considerable interest. was aroused in all quarters by a dk 
in front of the Sérail in Damarcus on the 11th May by some 200 people, against 
the 1 jas occasioned by the visit to Damascus 
an Egyptian troupe of players who gave a theatrical show in the town, 
Prime Minister received « deputation of Ulema who were leadisg the des 
stration, and who presented to him a petition containing twenty-two points, The 
firat point demanded that women should not be allowed in cinemas or theatres, 

the following ones demanded, in short, that they return to their traditional 
Tnlamic code of behaviour and dress. Other demands were equally strict on the 
subject of drink and Moslem education. ‘The twenty-two points were printed in 
full in both the Arabic and the French press, and aroused protest in the latter, 
Some ladies of leading Damaseus Moslem families subsequently saw the Prime 
Minister to dissociate themselves from the ideas put forward ema 

jkhs—the Jam'eat al 

m’eat_al Gharra, the first-named being a stronger and more 

influential body. The Jam’eat al Gharra, who onganised the aforementioned 

demonstration, is notorious for its exploitation of religion to serve. political ends, 

and there is no doubt that the present dewonatration wax staged ax an attack 

against the Government. Tt is significant that the development towards 

independence of countries in the Near East tends to be accompanied by 

Teactionary movements on the part of religions leaders, who seek to, encotimge 
xenophobia and fanaticistn, 


3. Aleppo. 

The visit of the Minister of Justice, Ragheb Kekhia, aroused some 
‘The dismay he expressed at the ineffectiveness of the Mohafer, and his outapok 
objection to the original French decree setting up the “Office duu BMA” seems to 
indicate that he is aiming at some collaboration with the Nationalists as repre- 
sented by the Jabri fa 

On the 12th May twenty-seven leading merchants telegraphed an exaggerated 
account of the food situation to Damascus. Actually there is stated to be three 
weeks’ reserve of grain in Aleppo. The wire, however, produced a brief visit 
from the Minister of Ravitaillement, as a result of which there is to be a reversion 
to bread instead of flour issues. 

‘Crop prospects continue to be a source of worry, and there is a growing 
demand for a larger degree of British control in the Ravitaillement 

Tn connexion with the painting of swastikas on walls in the town (reference 

ragraph 4 of Summary No. 6), arrests have been made of some youths who are 

EXiicyed to have been responsible for this incident 

‘The Turkish authorities bave at Inst allowed the retuen of the two 
Australians and the lorry in which they crossed the frontier last December. An 



































































































































officer and a small patrol of the ‘T.I.E-F. who crossed the frontier in error’an 
the 15th May have been detained, but their early return is being pressed for 


4. Homs and Hama. 

‘There his been some renewal of Nationalist activity, and Hassan et Khayat 

f politician of the Nationalist bloc from Damascus, bas visited Homs, where he 

met Hashim Bey Aiassi and other Jocal leaders. ‘The Partie Populaire Syrienne 

has also held a secret meeting. In general, it may be said that there is no 
confidenice in the present Government and little interest in its activities 

the absence of any events of political importance to occupy the public 

mind there he been revival of ant Allid rumour in thin area, whigh as 

always been receptive to Axis inepired propaganda, |The, more important 

rumours are given below. It will be observed that they fall into four main 


ceategorin 


(1) Panic— 
‘The British will use gas when the Germans enter Syria and ax a result 
thousauids of civilians will be killed 
‘The British have used gas during air raids on the Germank 
‘The Germans are using twenty-five armoared divisions and 20,000 
hers in the Crimea 
‘The Allies have no forces of importance in Syrin 
Syrians who befriend the Allies will sulflor whew the Germans come 
Take note of A.R-P.: it will be needed when the Germans come. 


2) Jewe 


being the first-comiers, 


(8) AUsed Relations 
‘Generals Catroux and de Gaulle have had a quarrel with General Wilson, 
‘and have decided to go over to Vichy, 
The British have decided not to allow the Free French any powers in 
Madagascar. 


(W) Ravitaitiement— 
‘Tho  Oftice dn BNé" will be a repetition of the Minister of State's Plan 
‘Tho rich will ain, the poor will star 
‘The British have no more wheat. ‘They will therefore requisition 50 
ont. of the new crop for the army. 


5, Euphrates and Feeireh 
No important developments have taken place and detailed reports have not 
yet been received. 


6 Sebel Druze 
"The Jebel appears to be quiet. The Emir Hassan, accompanied by the avira; 
Visited Soueida during the week. 


7. Ataouite Territory. 

‘There are no events of political importance to record, ‘The existing tension 
between the Syrian Goverument and the Free Prench authorities is having ite 
local reactions, and there is an increasing tendency to place the responsibility for 
the present unsettled state of affairs on the British 


8 Tribal. 

‘There hues been no serious development in the dispute, reported in recent 
sommarice, between the Sba’a and the MuwalicHadidiyin tribes, ‘The possibility 
Of an immediate clash has been reduced by the dispersion of the tribes towards 
their narmal summer locations, and urgent steps are now being taken to settle 


the quarrel by arbitration. * 
ee ar at raids daring the past. week is greaily reduced. The offer of 


somo British mobile patrols. equipped with wireless, was received with enthusiasm 
by General Collet, and they have been successfully used to police the area north 
and east of Homs. 
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The distribution of dates and wheat to the tribes ix almost completed, Th 
assistance has made a good impression, and messages of gratitude have been 
received, notably from the important Ruwallx aod Fedaan tribes. Distribution 
to the Sba'a had been held up on account of their dispute with the Muwali and 
Hadidiyin, but, as a settlement of this quarrel is now in sight, orders have been 
given for the distribution to be carried out 

Near the frontier north-east af Aleppo the rivalry between the Berazi chiefs, 
Basrowi Agha and the Shabins, has led the former to petition for the removal of 
the Kaimakam of Arab Pounar, whom Basrowi accuses of being in the pay of 
the Shahine 


9. The Lebanon, 


y were first in the field, 

‘supporters in Beirut and Tripoli, while many 

other swvall groups are forming and ro-forming themselves, "The situation ix far 
too fluid as yet for any clear picture of the future to emen 

Te is generally tunderstood that elections ewnnot take place antil the autumn 

at the earliest, when the local economic and the general military positions will be 

clearer and the summer season over. Tn the meantime, the most immediate 

merest is the question whether the present Lebanese Government will ot will 

ot be replaced by another temporarily nominated Government for the interim 

jad, At, Fadé, who has some influence on the President, seems to be pushing 

wage his Government as soon ax th idget, which has still not 

heen parsed, ix complete. The argument used is that the present Government his 

oat. the confidence of the cont nay be true, but a truer nenvon ix 

ie by placing some of his nominees in a new 

o be in a belter position to influence the course of the 


‘The composition of the elected Chamber is also causing: much dixcuasion 
‘The Electoral Law of the Lebanon hax been many tines altered in th 
twenty years, but hax always made provi 
ss in the Chamber, vsvally’ about o 
ti natrally i favo 
igthening his own 
place for nominated. Dep 
jant-General Hie Royal Highnoss the Duke of Gloucester netived in 
Beirut on the 18th May on i nd wan 
ceremonially received at the airport by British and Free French auth 
“The Lebanese Minister of Ravitaillement left eirut for Bagdad by air on 
the 17th May in order to try and obtain barley for the Labuan to eke out the 
existing stocks of wheat 
General dissatisfaction with the methods of the Lebanese Ravitaillement 
authorities in distributing flour to the poorer section of the population has led 
to protest meetings tu Tripoli and threats of demonstrations i Hira, butte not 
yee sufficiently general to foreshadow serious trouble 


nance of this practice ax a mean 
ve elements fool, however, that 


10, Wheat 
‘The Syrian Government having categorically refused to accord General 
Carroux the right to vsto decisions of the commission, the whole matter wax 
dincuseed in Cairo at conferences attended by His Majesty's Minister and the 
Délegue-Général, and it was agreed on the 13th May that'a Higher Committee 
fomped of these two should be eet np ax the fnal authority. “This committee 
‘would endorse the decisions of the commission, and would have the right to 
modify them, or to take direct action in regard to any matter within the 
competence of the commission, at the demand of any one of its members. It was 
ther agreed that in the event of the plan failing for any reason, General 
roux would hand over the necessary powers to. the Commander-in-chief, 
th Army. This agreement constituted an important admission by the Free 
French of our power to prevent any action on their part which we regarded as 
contrary to oar interests 
As members of the Syrian Government had frequently emphasised their 
desire for British participation in the scheme, particularly at the highest level, 
twas hoped that Hhis arrangement. wonld prove acceptable to them, and every: 
thing possible was done to explain it to them, privately and in advance, in 
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most favourable light. When, however, the Syrian President, Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs came to Beirut to discuss it with the British 
and French on the 16th May, they proved very difficult to persuade, maintaining 
that although the principle involved was acceptable, the manner of its presen 

tion was 2o damaging to Syrian prestige as th invite active popular opposition. 
The British members of the conference therefore proposed certain emendations, 
the gist of which was that so long as the commission: functioned harmoniously, 
the endorsement of its decisions by the Higher Committee (involving “ arrétés”” 
by General Catroux) would not be required; only in the event of disagreement, 
‘and consequent risk of a set-back to the plan would the Higher Committee be 


Hix Majesty y the evening of the 
Thth May, the siguature of the Lebanese Prime Minister being affixed the 
following day. 

The Contzol Committee are now trying to make up for lost time, getting the 
wheat purchasing organisation working. Owing to drought and best waves, the 
{otal crop is estimated at not more than normal, i.e, 500,000-650,000 tone 
Harvesting in. the South Lebanon has already begun 

“There is a movement among thore who are afraid of losing money as a result 
of the wheat monopoly to.get together to see how they can evade the law, A 
congress of Syrian farmers from many districts assembled in Damascus on the 
YSth May to study the proposed Government. monopoly_in wheat, the 
tand the question of sasuring laboor for the harvest... Speakers 
Assembly, with one exception, violently attacked. the monopoly 

9 committee war appointed to study the question and. report 
mioral Assembly on the 17th. 

‘Aw far as is known at present, the committee, which held ite first meeting 
‘on the evening of the 15th, is believed to have agreed eventually to the principle 
af monggoly up to the point at which the Government would be amured of 
Teaxoniable quantity of wheat for the supply of bread i Syria during the coming 
your, TUhas repudiated, however, the idea of a Rrench-ran monopoly and of 
inonopoly which would take Syrian wheat for the Lebanon at low prices. because 
it was felt that the Lebanese merchants who sopplied Syrian farmers with 
hecessary manufactured goods, &e., were being placed under bo price restrictions 
land that therefore the Lebanese would benefit unduly from a monopoly scheme 
to supply both countries. 


11. Peeve ant Propaganda, 

"The Syrian press, both French and Arabic, hus commented at great length 
on the twenty-two demands of the Ulema {ace section 2 above), Most of the 
Comments were unfavourable and pointed out that the demands. were imprac 
tiouble in view of the varied creeds aid races in the country. 

"The Lebanese press made much of the Syrian President's visit to Beirut. A 
Jot of the comment uppenred *"forved "in tone, but there was certain. amount 
Of spoltaneous comment about the. closer. collaboration between tho {wo 
Countries, and several papers emphasised the fact that economically the two 
countries were one 

Mir Chari’ spec was recived with very farourate comment and 

pparently made a deep imprestion on the press. 
a eneany fe hae distorted Mr. Churchill 
The mpty 
"There was some reference to Lord Gort’s appo 
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and Arada, I have the honour to inform you that-on the 22nd April the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs expressed to me orally his regret that we had found it 
necessary to oppose a definite refusal to the Turkish desiderata as regards the 
frontier, and suggested that the matter might have been reserved like that of the 
Soviet-Polish frontier for direct discussion between the two Governments con: 
cerned. (His Excellency apparently averlooked the fact that this would involve 
the Turkish Government in recognition of the Syrian Goverument, which they 
have hitherto consistently refused.) 

2. In view of the statement in paragraph 1 of your telegram No, 605 of 
the 20th April that the construction of the Diyarbakir-Arads railway link wa 
no longer of vital urgency, I have not reverted to the question of the railway 
or to the suggestion of frontier rectification. On the 20th May, however, tlie 
Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that he had had my: commanieation 
under review and had been considering an answer with the object of leaving the 
matter open against future possibilities, He then showed me a communication 
orale, which be said he intended to hand to,me. ‘The original text read. at the 
ead of paragraph 3 "exploitation politique "—to which T abjected—instead of 
"certains intéréts politiques (which Minister for Foreign Affairs subsequ 
inseried as an amendment). The original version also concluded wit 
graph to the efiect that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had read m 
ation as meaning that T myself wished to leave the matter open. This T aske 
him to delete, as misleading. I informed his Excellency that, subject to the 
alterations which I had suggested as ane, 1 was prepared to roeive is com 
munication (which is clearly designed to keep the Turkish point of view alive) 
hut that it was unlikely that he would receive an answer. He appeared to 
understand the position. 1 enclose a copy of the communication. ax finally 
amended 

n scuing a copy ofthis despatch to the Miniater of State, Cairo, 
HH. M. KNATCHBULL-AL 


Enclonire ii No 30, 


Communication ornle 


DES le début de V’ére nouvelle qui a commencé pour ta Turquie i la procla 
mation de la république, le Gouvernement n'a éprouyé des difloultés au point 
do we. des relations de on vovsinage qui la fruntiire turcowyrient 

L’avomalie du tracé qui sipare la Turquie des territoires ayriens be con: 
ntitue certainement pas le seul motif des difficultés éprouvéen, dont la raison 
profonde réside plotot dans In situation méme de la. Syric oft Iindépendanc 
complite préconisée et différentes reprises ti'a Jamain U6 inxtaurve, 

Les intéréts de la ie et d'une Syrie entivrement malkrexse de sos actes 
sharmonisent parfaitement; et il est évident quiaucune diffcalté frontaliere 
h'aurait surgi entre ces deux pays si la Syrie n'avait été aeservie A certaine 
intéréts politiques. 

Dans le cas ob V'indépendance dont if est question dans la communication 
orale de son Excellence I’ Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté britannique a tradvirait 
par Ia reconnaissance inconditiounelle de la pleine souveraineté syrienne, Ia 

‘itqnie me pourrait que «e réjouir d'une tellé solution. Mais si tel n'étai 
fo eas ot si indépendance syrienne restait hypothétique, uvernement ture 
serait en droit den déduire que le Gouvernement do Sa Majesté britannique 
Seralt daccord avec Ini pour considérer I question enverte A une conversation 
contre les deux pays amis et alliés 


Ankara, le 9) mai 1942. 








[/R 3679/28/44) No, 39. 
ir H. KnateAbull-Hugessen to Mr. Eden—(Received June 4.) 
(No. 183, Secret) 
Sir, Angora, May 22, 1942. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 814 of the 20th April regarding the 
claim for rectification of the Syrian frontier put forward by the Turkish Govern. 
font in consexion with the proposal to construct a railway between Diyarbakir 


(B 3831 /207/89) No. 40, 


Weekly Politieat Summary No. 8: Syria and the Lebanon, May 25, 1942.— 
Ueceieed in Foreign Office, June 11.) 
1, General, 
THERE js no change in the political situation and all the settled areas are 
quiet. The improvement in the general attitude towards the war has beet 
fhaintained, with interest centred on events in Russia. In the towns reports of 
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the use of gas and of new weapons have excited some alarm. Speculation about 
the proposed wheat plin is rife throughout the whest-producing areas and among. 
merchants. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester paid a visit to the Lebanon on 
the 18th-20th May and Damascus on the 2st May, when be called on the 
Presidents of the two republics. Much interest was shown in his visit and public 
reactions were uniformly favourable 


2 Wheat. 
A last-minute hitch oceurred in the development of the new wheat plan when 
the Syrian Government refused to ratify the protocol which had been accepted 
by the Fresidents and Prime Ministers of hoth States. In the subsequent 
egotiations concessions to the Syrian point of view were made, and accepted by 
the Fretich, which enabled agreement to be reached. These modifications were. 


(a) The chairmen of local committees would be the mohafazes, and not SS. 
“officers 

(1) The courts dealing with offences against the wheat regulations wonld be 
Tocal, and not military f 

(0) Tho nocrotary-genceal of the Control Committee would be » Syrian 

(@) There would be Syrian and Lebanese, ax well as French and British 
inspectors: general 


‘Tho Syrian Government aécepted the plan only after strong pressure by 
His Majeny's Minister. They said they did so oat of regard to is\wishes, but 
what probably influenced thelr decision was the assurance that there would be 
Trritiah officers prescnt at every stage of ita application, especially in the villages, 
for the protection of the prodicers 

The Syrian Government's uneasines over the scheme bas been more 
pronounced since the assembly of farmers in Damascus (Summary No, 7 of the 
Jet May, paragraph 10), which showed that pronounced opposition from land. 
‘owners atid merchanta Is to be expected. 

‘Subsequent to the meeting, the Syrian President received a deputation, when 
he is reported to have explained that the British, and not the French, would 
supervise. the scheme, as it formed part of a general British supply scheme 

ithe whole ofthe Middle Fant Tt a, he said, wae to keep up supple 
‘part of the world during the whole year, which might be-one of the most 
i the war, and his hearers could bo axazred that he and the Government 


Syria secured a fair den), The deputation is believed to have 
Teft somewhat mollified. 
Tr in clear that the Government are apprehensive of public opinion, Most 
of the Arabic proas, to judge by censorship, are oppored to the wheat office. An 
jgetic propaganda campaign throughout the country is called for and this ix 
now boing devised 


8. Syriay Damaseus 
‘The capital hay been quiet. ‘There were no reactions to the announcement 

that four men had been shot in Aleppo after conviction as enemy ay 

affords w contrast to the tmiall strike of schoolboys which too 

‘occasion of the reasnt execution of the three Iraqi rebels 


4 Aleppo. 

In Aleppo also the situation has been tranquil and there are still no signs 
of illsfeeling ax the result of the aforementioned executions. 

‘The prospect of elections has been much discussed and the possibility of a 
boycott by the Nationalists bas been raised. Even if control makes elections in 
the main centres reasonably fair, it is expected that the Government in power 

Il manage to swing the fesults in the country districts 

Husnt Barazi, the Prime Minister, is proposing to visit Aleppo ‘shortly 
probably with the idlea of increasing his contacts with the Nationalists. 

“The bread problem continues most pressing aud the question of viding over 
the period until the new crop is on the market is giving anxiety, Locally known 
stocks are now very small and, according to reports from the Jezireh, further 
supplies sire not available there. However, if there is a serious shortage during 
the next few weeks, the barley that is now being harvested, also spring vegetables, 
should mitigate the hardship, 


129 


There is expected to be a meeting shortly between the Délégué at Aleppo, 

is the Free French representative for the whole Turkish frontier, and the 
Vali of Antioch, This will be the first meeting in the second degree (ander the 
Bon-Voisinage Agreement which was vever ratified) and it denotes a farther 
mark of Turkish willingness to settle frontier disputes, 

All the staff of the large Lycée francais at Aleppo have now rallied to the 
Free French, mainly as a result of the return to power of Laval. The teaching 
profession, with its important influence over youth, has hitherto stood aloof from 
the Free French Movement. The religious bodies, however, continue to do s0, 
though some individuals are enthusiastic Allied supporters 


8. Euphrates and Jezireh. 

Jawad Bey Murabet, Mobafez of Euphrates Province, has left Deir ex Zor 
Compelled to accept the post of governor in a tribal area, he has found that hi 
studies at a French university, crowned with a degree af aw and philosophy and 
backed by a long period of Government posts in Damascus, do not take up for 
experience. Pitched into a welter of intrigue, completely ignorant of tribes, their 
‘organisation and blood-feuds, with no inspiring force of personality, he hax found 
the task too much for him, in spite of possessing one asset, rare in the Eaat, that 
‘of unquestioned integrity 

Interest in the slezireh during recent weeks has centred mainly. on tribal 
affairs, particularly on date distribution, and the Abu Ma'eesh dispute (tefer: 
to in section 7). In spite of the fact that the date distribution was unfortunately 
delayed beyond the period of greatest need, the general effect on the tribes hare 
‘as elsewhere, has been beneficial, 

Various independent sources report a marked. xwing-over of " coffee-shop 
opinion” in the Jezireh about the war. Pro-British sentiments aro now 
proclaimed even by persons who were previously convinced of an Axis victory. 
1 is w little difficult to establish the cause of this change as newspapers are almoxt 
vonexistent and radios rare in this area. Probably a condeiousness of Germany’ 
dificulties is gaining ground, with the delay in the spring offensive and 
maintained Russian pressure. 

‘Even more curious in some ways has been the Jack of interest shown in the 
exeuution of the three Iraqi traitors. ‘The only unuaual topic of conversation 
reported ix a rumour that the Jezireh is shortly to be declared a British mandate, 
independent of Syria, to te thrown open to refagees from Turkey and elsowhe 
in fact, to be made a national home for Kurds, Armenians and Assyriana. 


6. Other Areas. 


‘There have been no events of importance jailed reports have not been 
received owing to the Conference of Political Officers referred to in ection 9 


7. Tribal, 

Shamich—No further serious developments have occurred in the dispute 
botween the Sba'a and the Muwali-Haddidiyin tribes, Arbitrators have beon 
‘agreed upon and sittings are to begin in Damascus on the 1at June. It js proposed 
alto to convene the sheikhs of several other tribes, incading Emir Majhew of 
the Feda‘an, whose men have taken a hand in the troubles 

In the northern areas round Aleppo, where tribal bands have done an unusual 
amount of harm to the crops and flocks of the villagers, great resentment, is felt 
against the ineflectiveness of the controlling authorities The Emir Mujhem 
has been called in and has given a further assurance that he will pay for the 
damage done by hig men in the Sir district 

fzireh--In the Jezireh disttict no further developments APS Feported in 
the dispate between the Abu Maes and the Bagyara of Zor on the one hand 
and the Milli, Kikieh and Shammar of Zor on the other (reference Summary 
No. Gof the 14th May, section 8). A« semi-sedentary tribes are involved, the case 
has been handed over to the civil authorities to investigate. Though organised 
fighting is unlikely to cen the position is unsatisfactory and thee authorities 
are unlikely to take any strong action. In the meantime, it is hoped to arrange 
for a British patrol to“ show the flag" in the area of dispute, 

‘Among the Kurds, the recent arrest in error of Jamil Hajo Agha is still a 
disturbing factor. However, suitable assurances from the Political Officer and 
the award of some military works. which is likely to go to the Hajo family, should 
‘succeed in soothing wounded feelings. 

(24205) ® 
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8) The Lebanon ytd 
ical discussion in the Lebabion continues to centre on the prosy 
eae eee iow generally understood that these will fake place jf the 
Sittin. “The President, who dislikes the prospect, as he ears thane wil ead 
in hin on eclipse, attenpted on the 22nd May to tavince the Pitial Ofie 
that elections engendered popular excitement and did not lead to the formation 
of's properly representative Chamber. Te war represented thin that, while 
jefects might be true, elections were, in the British view, desiral Sak 
taitegolerise the Goverameot's pastion and to Provide fey ave for popula 
Critisiem, and be finally appeared resigned to prospec The chief fentare of 
iho eager oo inte in ring foes of Ensley 
Well te temporary. A brisk controversy is alo tal is 
politcal evles av io ‘mhsther the new Chaniar will be componed etry of 
Acta ienbers, or whether the system hitherto in fore, wher two-thirds of 
ihe tal une 0 De Psie  e  at 
jena paar mould mitigate aginst his canoe of ting else President 
Pra whly elected Chamber, clearly hopes that it wi Es 
Pape rt ro EE 
from the Beirut station, He described bis pride at their achievements abroad 
oe his hope that after the war many of them would return to the Lebanon 
oi aero explosion took place at the Tripali Topping Plant ca the ed May 
which seven persons, including the French maneger, lost their lives. The 
Han which was hasty constructed of wet material from many soars during 
The Vichy régime, has already had two previous accidents af thi mature ad 
not thought that there was any question of sabotage. The plant may 
aa Labanee Minster of Havitallement retaroed to Beitut from Raga 
wv the 8rd May. apparently well plaased with his reception by the British an 
‘Troqi auths the success mica 
Pini ter pe pecting ohange in the Lebanese 
change can take place until the 
oslems atin 10 exercised by 


the tack 
than to increase the sizeof bis Si 
their demands, 


itieat Officers 
the Mision Hendguter. The apprtnity was abr to dc large 
ects at ota We cha en 
rica Oore hn rece bet pointed wt Tell bind in dhe Jere, 
fand nt Zale, it the Beka'a. ‘The distribution of Political Oficers is now a 
follows — 
‘aves 
Syria— 
Damascne ' 
Northern atea 
ten Central area. 
Baie Euphrates and dezireh 
Hassetche cup 
‘Ta Abind 
Sobel Druze 
inva ‘Alnouite territory 


‘The Lebanon— 
Trip Northern Lebanon. 
zai Beka'n or East Labanoo 


10. Press and Propaganda. 7 ste ees 
reat event of the week was the visit of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
louse whom the Beirut Arabic papers lavished great praise. They took 
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the occasion as an opportunity to stress the loyalty of the “Arabs>ito’ the 
democracies and their appreciation of the British Royal family, represented in 
the person of the Duke 

Economic matters continue to fill a good deal of space in all the papers and 
censored items still deal in the main with criticisms of the supply services and 
complaints at the high cost of bread 

Enemy Propaganda —The new line of enemy wireless propaganda concerning 
the desire of America to seize the Near East with the help of the Jews continuce 
to be developed, though it appears. to conflict with the other refrain, which bas 
by no means died ont, that the British are to colonise Syria and the Lebanon 

Other enemy broadcasts dealt. in detail with the German successes in the 
fighting in Southern Russia, while, on the occasion of the executions in Iraq and 
Syria. Arabs were repeatedly called upon to “avenge their murdered brethien,” 

‘The food situation in both Syria and the Lebanon is insistently and gloomily 
described! by most enemy Arabic broadcasters 
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WrITT GREEMENTS WITH FIGHTING FRENCH COVERING 
DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH ETAT DE SIRGE 
MAY BE PROCI D) AND POWERS CONFERRED ON THE 
BRITISH COMMANDER IN THE LEVANT STATES, 


(B 2415 /183/89) 


TL AGREEMENT COVEIUNG CASE OF TROURLES HYAKTING IN ‘ti Deaner ArmA 
AND THREATENING TO SPREAD, 


Extract from paragraphs 6 and 7 of General Catrous's Letter of 
November 25, 1041, to Commandersin-chie/, Middle Bast. 

GENERAL CATROUN'S views are as follows 

Etat de sidge will be immediately proclaimed in the two following eases 

(2) In the case of troubles starting in an area and threatening to spread, 

) In the case of attack by the enemy on Syrian territory. 
The procedure to he followed in proclaiming état de sige would be 

In the case envisaged in paragraph (a) General Wilson and General Catroux 
Would consult together and, after agreement, Genoral Catroux would delegate 
{o the British Commander at Deir ex Zor the power of proclaiming in his name 
dtat de sidge, 

In the second case, acting merely upon the opinion of General Wilson or of 
the commander-in-chief, General Catroux would have état de aldge proclaimed 


in the form shown below. 


was proclaimed for reasons 
dlisttrbances had one {0 an 


‘would be made by a commission 
just functioned on the Euphrates, 
we, 7 %, a tae ean he is at one wi the commander 

chief in stipulating that, if dat de ridge results in political powers pasing oy 
the local British Commander, this sane dar te happend 
French political and administrative personnel serving in the area. nadee 
consideration shall be deprived of their own powers and attributes, “Te muni ¢e 
understood that, on the contrary, this personnel retains. those attributes are 
prerogatives and that it cont ‘task whilst’ coming under the direct 
authority of the local British Commander, 
Tt aust be emphasised, moreover, that the delegation of power which the 
General Officer Commanding-it-ehief. Délégue General make to the ete 
Commander by reason of état de sige does not constitute # rupture of ihe 
ssential principles of government. As General Catroux exertises the political 
power over the whole of the Levant, it is to him that the local British Commander 

refers from the political point of ‘view. 
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onersenrr covenave mux Case oF C1viL 
Oca a3 Anes wx THe Levant Staves. 


eS IN ANY GIVEN 


Memorandum from the Free French National Committee to the Foreign Office. 


PROPOS des incidents du Djezirch qui ont fait Vobjet d'une com- 
imanicaion ee Foeten Cee en date dy 38 extobre, le Gouvernement britannique 
‘@ bien vouli, par un mémoire en date du 22 novembre, poser certaines questions 
fe inte: Sune ai clara cate Tes soln fama ote 
ams brits ata ee are tc fr Ta 

landat et par les accords Lyttelton-de Gaulle du 25 juillet 
7 2. Tont ‘en sé ralliant & la solution adoptée par le eran 
liquidnin Ss Tnlents de AtmRemol te de Mey. le Goa 
tage sugars que ans certain cionatance es autrt Tatas 
pourraient utiliser les droits quéelles tiennent du Mandat et, éventuelement, lex 
ponvwirs que comporte Tétat de sibge, pour conférer 4 un ofcier brit 
Vautorité nécessaire au rétablissement de ordre dans une zone déterminé <a 
in GomvrnenoatWstanniqaeoitage en gtr, grains enum 
ls ars Tau t Leant portent demabder fssstame dv at 
Stannique ns isto seat pbligan, spend 
Tération les recommandations qui pourraient tui @re présentées & ce suje 


itor aires britanniques. : 
ers National eat Glopasé A admattve <ue,dans certains car 


Prance puisse, & titro 


Cominandement britannique ne 
rautuelle ot d'étroite collaboration, ; 

4 Toatfor, le Comité National ne pens pas qu'il eit posible, 
pourrait Je laissee suppower le parageaphe 7 cht mémorandum, détablir 
yenaie quelcongque etre In situation de V'Egypte par rapport h Vattorité 
militaire britannique et celle de la France dans les Etate dv Levant. 


possible, com 


Le 5 décembre ON. 


(8 3941/183/89) 


LUL-—Aunmatevr o June 9, 1948 nirwras Gentnat Carmovx axn Gextnat 
¥ G. EXT ARMY, COVERING THK WHOLE OF THK LLEVA’ 
Orricen Comsiaoine, EXta Anat, ol 
rata IN THE CASE 8 AN AQTACK oR "THREST oF ATTACK, 


‘xponi des Principes de Réalination de U Btat de Sige et des Circonstances 
Rapaeh dea Princions os eoquelles i serait & dielare, 
x nd de ta 
Nora. —La réussite de la miso en marche de Véat de side dé 
Noni tane tantaalle, de In coopération, de, in cllaboration es oficiers 
alliés chargé de son exécution, ainsi que d'une clare compréhension de 
Tenr tiche. Certaines phrases insérées dans le texte ci-dessous, penvet 
se pas apparaitre comme indispensables elles ont été | néanmoine 
tnaibtenues afin que les officiers responeables n’aient. aucun doute quant 
i Tinterprétation des diverses clauses de I'exposé 


Puragrapke 1. Si Ye Général Commandant en Chet la TX: Arméo estime 
ia caued dee atiaque, on dane menace d'attaque, air fe Levant est nécesaire 
Peablir Vent de sibge: il en informera te Général d'Armée, Commandant, en 
Shef. Ce dernier proc itt état de «ideo par a . 
Oe Gandant® cue peoinmation le (iédral Commandant ln 1° Armée 
communiquera au Délégué Général tous les renseignements qu'il posstde 
justifiant cette décision 
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La. proclamation de I'état de sidge. pourra étre demandée an Général 
Commandant en Chef, Délégué Général, dans les mémes conditions par le 
Commandant en Chef du Middle East aux lieu et place du Commandant de la 
IX Armée. 

Ti est bien entendu que le mot “‘attaque"' cmployé ci-dessus est pris 
dane le sens d'une menace réelle d'Invasion, et ne se rapporte pas & 
tious de détail, ou, par exemple, A un simple raid sur la cote 

‘aphe2. Dans le cas d'une telle proclamation, le Général d’Armée 

fant on Chet, Délérué Général et Plinipotentiaie, se placern, ey nt 
que commandant territorial, avec tous les organes relevant ace but de son 
Sonmandement (service de sécurité. police, gendarmerie, services publics, 
exploitation des ressources locales. &c:) sonx les ordres du Général Come 
ln IX" Armée. Cette subordination ne concerne pas les ponvoire. adini 
¢ politiques dont le Général d' Armée est invest! en tant g 
Toutefoix A ce titre, il déférera aux demandes du ommandant ta 
IX" Armée pour tout ce qui concerne les besoins des opérations militaires ot de Ia 

Parugraphe 3. Pour assuret Vexercice du comt ent. territorial, Jo 
territoire sera diviss en un certain. nomby nts ot de. sous 
Commandetments tilitaires subordonnés dont les limites colncideront. avec celles 
des _circonscriptions administratives, étant entendu quo In limite entre Je 
territoire des Aluouites et le Liban Nord sera reportée A utie ligne correspondant 
approximativement aa paralléle el Hiché-Keack des Chevaliers, de maniére h 
rattacher In zone de la route Homs-Tripoli au territoire de Tripoli. 

Les chefs de ces commandoments et sous-commandenients. porteront le titre 
de gouvernears ct sous-gouverneurs militaires et recevront. le com 
territorial, Tous les gouverneurs e 
& Alep et Deirez-Zor, et sant di 
adjoint un officier britannique. Dans chacun dos 
Zor, il sera nommé un commissaire militaire britanniq 

Ce commissaire aura autorité sur le gouverneur militaire et sera placé nous 
es ordres du Commandant dela TX" Armée par Vintermédiaire du Général 
d'Armée Commandant eu Chef, Délégué Général, exception faite dev cas 
Wextréme urgence. Dans ce dernier cas, les ordres.seront transmis directement 
par le Général Commandant la IX" Armée qui tienden au courant le Général 
'Arinée, Délégué Général et Plénipotentiaire 

Cos commissaires 'oceuperont plus particulidrement ide toutes low affainen 
extéricures tellos que’ 


pines d'Alep et Deirez- 


Négociations avec les Tures; 
La X" Armée; 
Trak, &e 

Pour mettre eu vigueur les mesures rolatives A Métal "do! widge sur lour 
lerritoire, ils exerceront leurs pouvoirs par lintermédiaire du ‘governeur 
militaire 4 qui appartient I'administration territoriale de la région et qui doanera 
suite aux demandes du commissiire militaire britannique 

Tl ext bien entendu que, saaf le cas d'impossibilité reonnue, lorsque 
commissaire militaire britannique a A donner des instructions aux Delegués 
civils da territoire, il s'adresera au goavernenr militaire responsable, 

n cas d'indisponibilité de longue durée, le’ commissnine militaire, le 
fourremenr on sou adjoint seront remplacés par un offcier de méme uations 
cas dabsence temporaire ou pendant I'intervalle qui pourrait #'éouler ava 
Wile soient rempiacés, ces pouvoirs pourront are assures par son adjoint +i 
Sagit du gouverneur militaire. par le gouverncur militaire «il #agit- du 
‘commissaire militaire britannique. 

Lorsque ce serait nécessaire des grades fictifs pourront éire eréés de manibns 
A maintenir la hiérarchie normale des grades 

Paragraphe 4. Les. gonverneurs militaites seront. responsables devant. le 
Général Commandant In IX" Armée par Tintermsédiaive du Gengeal Cottmmndanc 
en Chef les Forces Frangaises Libres, Délégué Général, 

Paragrophe 3. Lea gouvernenrs militairesauront autorité sur les 
fonctionnaires civils francais et autochtones. en. service dans lear zone de 
ommandement pour tout ce qui a trait Vexercie du commandement tetetorial 
ot aux besoins des armérs. 

Test. privisé.que les gouverneurs militaives nfexerveront_ pas Jes. pouvoirs 
politiques et administratifs, qui demeurent. Ia. prétogative des fonctionnaires 
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désignés ci-dessus. Lies gouverneurs militaires. devront toujours. tre tenas 
soigheusement au courant de la situation de la région. 

‘Paragraphe 6. En cas d'urgence, soit sur leur initiative, soit sur requéte 
des généraux commandant les troupes en opérations, les gouvernears militaires 
rendront sant en référer aa préalable ou Général Commandant en Chef, 
Délggué Général, les mesures qu'exigerait la situation. Tis devront en informer 
ausstt6t le Général d’ Armée Commandant en Chef, Délégué Général. 

Puragraphe 7 L'organisation des gouvernements militaires nie modifiera en 
rien le mécanisme et les pouvoirs politiques et administratifs des services francais 
en Syrie ot an Liban (Délégué Général, Délégués auprés des Etats, Délégués 
adjoints, Conseillers administratits), 


Beyrouth, le & juin 1942, 


Instructions déterminant les Attributions des Gourernewrs militaires. 


Paragraphe \. Les circonstances qui doivent motiver 1a déclaration de 

Vétat de sidge ont fait Vobjot d’un accord conclu au Caire entre les autorités 
supérionres britanniques et le Général d’Armée Commandant en Chef, Délégué 
Général et Plénipotentiaire de la France Libre au Levant ' 

Parayraphe 2. Des la déclaration de V'état de sidge, les territoires de ln 
République Hbanaive et de la République syrieune sont divisés en régions mili- 
taires, commandéor chacune par un gouverneur militaire francais assisté d'un 
adjoint britannique (sauf b Deir-ea-Zor et Alep), d'un ollicier de sécurité francais 
(oritannique hb Deir-ez-Zor et Alep) et d'un état-major, 

Corttines régions militaires sont subdivisées en sous régions militaires com 
twandéos part-un s0us-gouverneut francais assisté d'un adjoint britannique. 

Paragruphe 3. Ls gouverneur militaire exerce le commandement des troupes 
spécinles ou autres troupes alliées, et les établissements militaires qui ne sont pax 
tes formations de campagne. Ce commandement wexercera par finlermédiaire 
des Gchelonn de commandement organiques, c'est-i-dire, en ce qui coucerne les 
troupes britanniques le commandant des territoires (area), des sous-territoires 
(subarea) ou de La place (station). Hl n'intervient pas dans Vorganisation et le 
‘travail particulier des ateliers, pares et services. 

‘Le gouverneur militaire peut dlemander assistance A tout commandant 
nilitaire des forces alliées ne relevant pas de son commainlement © trouvant mir 
on teeritoire, ce dernier reste juge de ka possibilité de faire droit & cntte demande. 

Tans les places il exerce en outre les fonctions de Commandant d’Armes & 
Végard des troupes frangaises 

Paragraphe 4. Le gouverneur militaire a autorité dans sa région 

Sur les services frangais de sécurité; sireté générale, gendarmerie, 
police, service de renseignements, services spiciaux ; 

‘Sur les polices et gendarmeries locales, ainsi que sur les chaseurs 
dovaniers; 

‘Sur les services publics: transport, élairage, ravitaillement, trans 
missions, y compris les services téléphoniques des gendarmeries locales. 


Il coordoune action des services britanniques de séeurité avec celle des 
sorvices francais correspondants. 
‘Le gouverneur militaire a également autorité sur les fonctionnaires civils 
frungais {et autochtoned) pour tout ce qui'a trait & Vexercice du commandement 
ix besoins des armées et de la sécurité. Sous le bénéfice de cette 
dernidre disposition il n'i vient dans ‘action politique et administrative 
de l'autorité frangaise; cette derniere demeare, sauf le cas d'urgence motivée, 
Wntermédiaine blige de wes rapport et de ceux des commandante de troupes 
en Coors avec l'autorité autochtone, 
L‘autorité civile frangaise est tenue d'informer soigneusement les gouverneurs 
‘militaires de la situation de la région. 
Paragraphe 5. Le gouverneur militaire est res} de Vexéeution des 
plans de protection intérieare, du taintien de ordre et de la séeurité de sa région 
Tl a'Texercice de T'action publiqne devant les tribunaux militaires et les 
bec pty oer it de la 
wend les arrétés qu'il juge nécessaires r assuter la sireté de ta région. 
Likitorité civile ne fend ‘uucane ordonnance de police sane soe alpprobatien 
Paragraphe 6.” En cas d'urgence, ou lorsque’ sa région est directement 
menacée par Vennemi, le gouverneur militaire prendra, sor Ia demande du 
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commandant des troupes en optrations on, a défaut, de sa propre initiative, les 
‘nesires de sicrité on de. délense dick par les cinconstances, 

,Partgrophe 7. es sous-gouverneurs wilitaires relivent du gouverneur 
ilitaire de lear région; ils regoivent ses ordres et sont responsables devant lui 
Tis exercent lear commandement suivant les régles posées au paragraphe $ 
ci-dessus concernant Vexercice du commandement par les gouvernetirs militaires, 

Paragraphe 8. Dans les territoires d'Alep et de Dett-et-Zor le gouverneur 
nilitaire frangais est placé sous les ordres d'un conmissaire militaire britannique 
Ce commissaire reqoit ses ordres du Commandant de la IX" Armée par Tinter 
inédinire du Général Commandant en Chef, Délégué Général, exception faite des 
cas dextrme urgence 

Le commissaire britannique sera, de plus, entidrement responsable. des 
questions extérienres, telles que: : ees 
Négociations avee les Tures, rapports de la X* Armée, avec Irak, &. 


Pour mettre en vigueur les mesures relatives A état de sidge sar son 
territoire, le commissaire britannique exerce ses pouvoirs par lintermédiaire di 
Kouvernetie militaire. 

Paragraphe 9, En cas d'indisponibilité de longue dirée, le ssaire 
militaire, le gouverneur, le sous-gouvernenr ou Vadjoitt seront reaplacés par wn 
officier de inéme nationalité. “En cas dabsence temporaire ou pendant l'intervalle 
Qui pourrait sécouler avant gu’ils soient remplacés, Jes pouvoire pourront étre 
stwurés par un adjoint sil #agit du gouvernenr tilltalre, pur le gouverneur 
militaire sil s'agit da commissare britannique, 
., Paragraphe 10. Les gouvernetrs militaires sont responsables dl © 
Généent Commatidant la IX" Armge par Fintarmediaie du Central Commandant 
en Chet les Forces Frangaises, Libros le Délégué Général. Ceci applique 
Sgalemoni aux commissaires militaines britanniques 


Heyrouth, te juin 1942 


Captain Quentin Hogy to Captain de Courlon, Délagation Ginérute, Beirut 


(Seeret) Allied Liaison Ofpoo, 
‘Rear Weadguarters, Ninth Av 
cee Se eeaarty 
TEN herewith a copy of the expos du ied by General Wiloo 
Iw signing i he desire oink the io lowing obra ar fe 
1. In promising in paragraph 1 to give General Catroux all informatio 
tle desires to taake it clear that thia IMformation (which way be ot 3 
secret character) will nof necessarily be contained ina document 
Containing the request, bat may at his discretion be imparted privatel 
to General Catroux or by other means, and receipt of the inforination 
it WO to be treated as a condition precedent to the proclamation. 
2 The amended text of the ractions to military governors docs not 
verbally follow the text of the comparable passage in the exposé which 
‘was not amended following the last mooting, but it must be taken ut 
deciding the interpretation of the rrpoe, 
it v ad. 
[Copy to A.D.C.} SUES 2D 


Captain de Courlon to Captain Quentin 
Prat ip pain Quentin Hogg. 
Mon cher Hogg. 
JE. yous remercie de votre lettre du 12 juin, 
Je transmettrai au Général Catroux les deux observations du Général Wilson. 
Eu ce qui cancerne plas particuliérement le No.2 je croyais cette question de texte 
in Fe 5 
oan ade fonder, néaamoins comme dUBnitit Ne teste dos instroctions aux 
__ Dis le retour duu Général Catroux je soumettrai A sa signature Vexpost des 
principes et vous ferai parvenir Texemplaire signé. Pour gagner du temps je vous 
Serais reconmaissant de m'indiquer dds maintenant combien dexemplaires en 
frangais vous désirez de exposé et des instructions aux gouvernenrs. 
DE COURLOD 
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CHAPTER Ul 


(B 2596/208/93) o, 42. 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Bden—(Recsived April 27.) 
(No. 55 
he) mm ria 
EN accordance with \the instructions contained. in Viscount Halifax's 
circular despatch of the 4th November, 1939, have the honour to submit a review 
of events in Iraq during 1941 : 

2. In the closing paragraph of his review for 1940, Sir Basil Newton 
foreshadowed the relinquishient of office by Rashid Ali, who, in despite of 
inctousing pressure not only from His Majesty's Government but also from. the 
Regent and from political elements both within and without his own Cabinet, 
had maintained hitnelf as Prime Minister since April. Suppotted by the a 
leaders (Colonels Salab-ud-Din Sabbagh, Kamil Shabib, Fami Said 
Mahinud Salinan, afias the ** Golden Square”) he continued during the month 

to power, while Nuri Said, still in theory « member of the 

Cabinet, is resignation was in the hands of the Regent, strove to 

pporwindd his colleagues that the ship was sinking, and that they should abandon 

tually, the continued firm attitude of His Majesty's Government and the 

on of ‘public buainess by the Regent led to the resignation of Naji 

t, Minister of Justice (published on the 25th January) and of Najt 

Suwaidi, Minister of Finance @Sth January), General Taha-al-Hashimi'« 

ig ulso extant, thin reduced the number of Ministers below the 

mum of six. Rashid AH, however, flouted constitutional 

precedent by refusing to resign and coerced the Regent into signing decrees for 

the appointment of four new Ministere—Ali Mahmud-al-Shoikh Ali, Yunis 

Sabawi, Musn Shahbandarand Mohammad Ali Mahmud. He must, none the less, 

have feared the prospect of parliamentary criticiam which had been growing 

increasingly outspoken, for ho also unstiocessfully endeavoured by threats of force 

to obtain th sigoature to an tradah dimolving the Chamber. “At Uhia 

Kancture the Regent prodently disappeared from Bagdad and took refuge with 

Joyal elements of the army at Diwaniyah, where he also bad the support of the 

tribes. Faced with this impae and lacking the fall support even of his own 
Cabinet, Rashid Ali eventually resigned on the Ist January. 

8, ‘On the Ist Feb eral Taba, who had followed the Regent by air 
to Diwaniyah, accepted ‘tation to form a Government. The claime of 
‘amit Madfai and Ali Jaudat, the foci of resistance in Parliament to Rashid Ali, 
‘who hd proceoded by cut, seem to have been outweighed by the Regent's belief 
that General Taha could control the army, for whore entry into polities he had 

the chances of Jamil Madfai being able to do 20 were 
cortainly slo two members 
of Rashid 4 ries of Interior 
i who remained Minister of Edneation; the new 
foreign Affairs), Ali Mumtaz (Finance and Com 
Economics) and Haidi-al-Pachachi (Social Affairs), 

po ‘of dofence being retained by General Taha himself. 

“Th some ways the new Government entered upon office under favourable 
auspices, for the behaviour of Rashid Ali had aroused considerable opposition 

les which, while not necessarily pro-British, had viewed with apprehension 

the nctivites of the" Gokden Square!” and bebind them of the ex Atufti. ‘The 
Prime Minister was well received in Parliament when be made his statement of 
Pally, ete ocean 1 efute, Sta of th seeuntioncncabni 
hid Ali's letter of resignation, including that of foreiyn interference in 
Iraqi affairs. He was unfortunately not the man to deal with the fordamental 
issues which could no longer be burked. Tt was, perhaps, his hope that the mere 
departure of Rashid Ali would satisfy His Majesty's Government: if s0, he was 
speedily disabused, and the forthright language held by President Roosevelt's 
emissary, Colonel Donovan, when he visited Bagdad on the 12th February cannot 
but have impressed him with the determination of the United States to support 
Groat Britain. There were minor improvements, it is true, for example, in the 
tone of the press, but despite my predecesior's repeated representations 
General Taha remained resolutely irresolute in regard to any attempt to establish 
Anglo-Iraqi relations on a sttisfactory basis A weak character and the slave 
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of hi past, hie personal desires (assuming them to have been on the right ies) 
find the infidence of his more energetic Foreign Minister could not decide him to 
rave the antagonism of Rashid Ali and of that army clique whieh, having 
treated it as a means to his own ends, he had had the mortification of seeing turn 
‘against him, ‘To conciliate Rachid Ali (whom he actually consulted on his state 
feat of policy), Parliament. (where increasingly outspoken criticism was being 
levelled at Rashid Ali and the army in politics) and His Majesty's Government 
(tho were no longer disposed to be accommodating) was an impessible feat even 
{Gran Iraqi politiciaa., The plain words which you spoke to Taufiq Suwaidi 
‘when he flow to-see you iu Cairo on the 7th March ind the Regent's insistence ot 
"atom eaten! thes Golden Square ” soem finally to havo detormined General Tah 
to positive action 

3. On the 20th March orders were issied for the transfer of Colonel Kamil 
Shabib from Bagdad to Diwaniyah and for the removal of Colonel Salah-ud-Din 
Sabbagh’s headquarters from Bagdad to Qaraghan. ‘The officers, mipporied by 
their two asocrates, refused to obey, and General Taha was tunable, oF ton 
irresolute, to enforee the order. As a weak compromise he pressed the Ty 
cept an apology from the four aficers for their condact sh daauary,w 
tote regarded ax closing that incident. His Highness's refusal to do so (hough 
in the almence of support be agrwd, whet it was aon to late rust be held 
16 have precipitated events. On tho evening of the Ist April the Golden Square 
seized, withont encountering resistance, military control of Bagdad and forced 
the Prime Minister to indite his eaiguation. Their intention to force the Regent 
to accept this resignation {or eliminate him if he refused. in preparation. for 
which they are said to have bem forearmed with a death certificate) and reinstate 
Rushid Ali was frostrated by a second hogira, this tine via the United Statos 
Legation and Habbaniya to Baten. Without the Regent there could be no, logal 
change of Government. and the position was thue still uid when [arrived in 
Hagdad on the 2nd April to take up my duties. Genoral Taha was not, however, 
thant aempt ay api to thr wha nt i comida 
their position. “The Regent. indeed, had hoped to be able to reassert himself 4 
Basra, but the army there turned agoinst him, and. he had to take retu 
British gunboat, together with slamil Macdfai and Alt Jaudat; thoy. wore later 
conveyed to Palestine by aeroplane. 

&Althongh Rashid Abj,-with the Mufti at hix olbow, had. been tho 
protagonist of rapprochement with the Axis Powers ald wne recognised by the 
ter as their principal tool in Traq. it ix significant that the army now publicly 
took the initiative, Twas by proclamation over the algnature. of 
General Amin Zaki, Chief of the General Stafl that a" Goversipent of National 
Defence ” was set ip and ita provisional direction entrusted to Rashid Ali; and 
the High Defence Council which wax constituted consisted of the Chief of the 
General Staff and two other officers in addition to the *' Golden, Square,” ax 

against only three civilians-—Rashid Ali, Yunus Saawi and AN Mabinud,. Tn 
the light of later events it may reasonably be coticladed that the rebel. Government 
was the Goveroment of the Golden Square, and not a Government of Rashid Ali 
Telying on the unqualified support of the army. As a politician of practised 
Cubning with n considerable following he was certainly taore than a. fgtre-hea 
‘auch politician deed. be we dpa but at te ame tine fa. From 
allpowerful, The exact shape of Axis plane for utilising Rashid Ali can at 
relent be ouly a matter of speculation, but the coup d° Atal sete at least to have 
[ecn'prececious, From the fret Rashid Ali did hie best to play for time, From the 
first he was scrupulous to present the coup ax a purely internal matter, to invest 
the election "by a forcibly convened Assembly of new Regent" it the 
person of Sherif Sharaf, a poor relation of the Royal family, with the greatest 

‘ile. semblance of legality, atid to profess to. meat first. through 

Intermediaries and sutsequeatly i person-This ardent. wish to. implement 

‘Anglo-Tragi Treaty both in letter and in spirit. ‘The Cabinet which he gathered 
round, him consisted of Musa Shahhanda Shaukat, Naji- Suwaidi, 
Ai’ Mahmud, Rauf Behrani, ‘Yunus Sabawi, Hassan Salman and Muhammad 
eee ch the fi ks of April af 

7 tn retrospect oar exchanges in the first two weeks of April seem strangely 

irrelevant. almost unreal. No doabt Rashid Alt hoped. against hope that 
Protetatons and promi would once again impose upon te redulog Brita 
Entit German and Italian military support could become effective. His policy 
“cited us well, for it was of great importance that we ahould have a respite for 
the maturing of oar plans. The landing of a British force at Basra was feared 
from the first. though the Golden Square scem to have had some confidence i 
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lity to frustrate this and made their dispositions to do so, No opposition 

was, however, offered on the 13th April to the arrival, of which only the very 
briefest notice was given, of the cruiser HAS. Emerald at Basra. On the same 
day T received news of the despatch of British troops to Basra in order to open 
up—by forve if need be—the line of communication to' which we had a treaty 
nesible, and it was not until the 

‘troops were 


) the Golden Sq 
the disembarkation of further forces would not be permitted 
landed had passed through the country. When, on the 28th April, the Ministry 
for Foreign ‘Affairs were uotified of the forthcoming arrival of three further ships 
carrying men belonging to the formations already landed, this decision was 
maintained and later confirmed to me by Rashid Ali. His attitade at our meetin, 
‘was, indeed, 40 menacing that T decided on the immediate evacuation of British 
‘women and children and received from him a promise Uhat they would be allowed 
to leave the country 1m safety, ‘The next afternoon they were conveyed. to 
Hunbbaniya with the help of the Traqi authorities, bat that same night the 
movement of considerable Traqi forces to positions commanding our air base at 

‘begat and at dawn on the 2nd May the Air Officer Commanding, wax 

compelled to attack 

I). Thi movement of Traqi troops also decisied me to put into action the 
prearranged plan for the protection of the remaining British aubjts sn Bagdad 
Rnd wlsewhere. Accordingly, on the 0th April, all male British subjects and 
tho fow remaining Indien were concentrated wither in the embassy grounds, or. 
thanks to the generous co-operation of the late Mr. Paul Knubenshue, in tho 
United States Legation --n number of British subjects who had came into town 
from ootlying dintricts jolned ux, ax did also a few friendly veutrals. His 
Majesty's Consol at Mosul was simultaneously warned of the situation, and he 
ucteeded in yathceing the greater part of his seattered colony within the limited 

‘of the conmulate.. ‘Thropghout the month of May over 350 British 
tx were housed ond fed in the embassy, over 190 in the United States 
Legation nnd about 100 in His Majesty's Conaulate at Mosul, A. comparatively 
sinall number of British subjects in the outlying districts were apprehended an 
interned either locally of in Bagdad, ‘They met with varying treatment, whic 
inv some caves wis inexcusably bad and called for representations. So far as the 
mubasay and the legation were concerned, T am happy to say that, apart from a 
natural anxiety, the “” internees’” were of good heart and seemed none the worse 
Tor the experience, bat at Habbaniyah many of the women and children were 
subjected to the bombardment of the Iraqi forves for several days and. the 
nerodrome was being fired upon when they were assembling for evacuation by air 
to Basra. In spite of this, their evacuation was effected without casualties 

10. Traqi resistance was unexpectedly vigorous and, though it cannot be 
said that the country as a whole rose in arms" to defend its independence " (as 

‘dad broadeasts claimed) for the active support given by the tribes was 
nogligible, feeling in the towns ran high in support of the movement. Fortunately, 
the material assistance which Germany and Ttaly could suppl, eng then, bea 
fiigaged itt Greece and Inter in Crete, was very limited. "Small numbers 
techmeal personnel arrived in the country, some few aeroplanes were sent and 


the Vichy authorities in Syria were induced to despatch some war material. After 
some ansigus days the menaire of the Teagi forces on the” western frou was 


Taken, und our troops, who had advanced from Palestine, were: repulsed each 
time by the broadcast war communiqué at shorter and shorter distances from 
Hugdad. On the 2h May Rashid Ali, his colleagues, the Golden Square and 
some few of their most prominent supporters fled from Bagdad and crossed into 
sae he Germans and Ctalians had previously gone north to Mosul, whence they 
retited to Syria when the movement colla Yunus Sabawi, left, behind 
Bagdad as military governor to organise the final resistance, found it prudent, 
after a few hours of office, to follow the others to Tehran, and on the 

A temporary" Committee of Internal Security "sued for an armistice, 
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ceased on the Bist May, and on the following morning the Regent was ceremonially 
welcomed. tack to, Bagdad. His Royal Highness, although accompanied. by 
Jamil Madfai, Ali Jaudat, Nuri Said and Dand Haidari, did not succeed. for 
forty-eight hours in constituting a Government, during which time the rabble 
of Bagtad, actively assisted by sections of the army and police, were ablo to 
indulge in the favourite Arab pastimes of rapine and pillage; many Jéws.were 
murdered or wounded and much commercial property’ looted before order Was 
restored. 

11. After much persuasion Jamil Madfai was induced to form a Cabivet 
to which he appointed Ali Jaudat, Mustafa-al-Umari, Jalal Baban, Ibrabin 
Kemal, Nasrat-al-Farisi, Ridha Shabibi and Ja°far Hamndi; Nuri Said, as a 
Potential embarrassment, was packed off as Minister to Cairo. ‘The new 

\dininistration fell in readily enough with the desiderata of His Majesty's 

ernment, agreeing to the stationing of British troops anywhere in Iraq tor 
the duration of the war, to the establishment of a censorship, to British military 
participation in the control of Basra and tothe expulsion of the Italian Legation 
In this respect their intentions were good and, although diffialties arose from 
time to me over minor points, they proved co-operative and helpful 
Jamil Madfai and his colleagues, however, scemed unable to handle the internal 
jtuation with which they were confronted. When they came to power the tribes, 
on the whole, were quiet, and the support of the Kurds, who were stirring fitfully 
‘would have been won over by the satisfaction of some of their grievances. ‘The 
army, discredited with the public, bad not recovered from a sound drubbing. 
The enemy propaganda machine was disorganised. Rapid and drastic action 
against known Axis aympathisers and partisans of Rashid Ali conld havo boon 
carried out without risk of opposition; and such action would have gone far 
towards convincing the large body of Lime-servers that it wax prudont to identify 
themselves with the democratic cause. In fact, however, the Madfai Cal 
acted a thong able to any of the other eups 
a Beat by w cdl another since the. death 1f 
King Painal !—one more lamentable op it was charitable to draw 
‘decent veil. A numnter of Palestinian and Syrian teachers, long at undesirable 
‘element, were indeed dismissed; but Iraqi offenders, whether in the service of 
the Stato of not, were so tenderiy handled as almost to give the impression that 
the Cabinet themisalves lent belief to Rashid Ali's promise to be back shortly with 
4 German army. Nor did the Anglo-Soviet advance into Persia (which led to the 
Capture of three members of the Golden Square and some of the rebel Government, 
though Rashid Ali and the Mufti exaped) som to hearten them appreciably 
Toeriably: the eal of the tuteaarife and other respunsitie acini tagged 
When Ministers themselves interceded on behalf of the worst offenders; inevitably, 
ton, anti-British propaganda grow in volume and in forve even though at the saune 

ine our own propaganda was being organised in a vastly inorased scale. ‘The 
publication of betes calling upon Mahi and the othe rebel londers to return 
for trial and dilatory preparations for the opening of a concentration camp at 
Fao did little to imprese the public with any increase of firmness on the pa 
the Administration, though the arrest of three trouble-makers from the Sout 
Euphrates arca, chief among them being Sheikh Abdul Wahid, had a salutary 
effect in that part of the contry. 

12. One member of the Cabinet, Ibrahim Kemal, was outspokenly impatient 
with the vacillations of his colleagues and eventually resigned early in September, 
Tamil Madfai found himself unable to carey on much longer in office, but agreed 
io 60.09 until the Regeat could arrange fora siioessor.. Troms the British point 
of view Ibrahim Kemal appeared the most satisfactory candidate, but proved 
tunable to form a Cabinet. Eventually Nuri Said was stimmoned back from 

ro and on the Oth October constituted his Cabinet, consisting of Salih Jabr 
(Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in addition to being the first Shia Minister 
of the Interior), Ali Mumtaz, Abdul Mahdi, Sadiq’ Bassam, Tahsin Ali, 
‘Amin Zaki and Jamal Bahan Nuri retaining the portolio of Defence himealt 
This was a stronger team than at first sccmed likely and, while not eutirely 
composed of harmonious elements and in spite of rumours of dissension, it 
remained ostensibly united at the clore of the year, though Amin Zaki had ceased 
to attend to public business owing to persistent ill-health, ‘The Prime Minister, 
before his appointment, promised me full co-operation and announced his 
determination to pursue a vigorous policy 

13. In the implementation of the Anglo-Tragi Alliance it must he recorded 
that the present Administration have been exemplary. ‘They have raised no 
difficulties over acceding to any of the requests of our military authorities, even 
thoogh performance. in cases where (as, for example, the requisitioning of land 
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and buildings) legislation is needed, has tended to lag: bebind promise. he 
Prime Minister turther indicated his desire to see the Iraqi army allotted a 
definite réle in the defence of the country against a German attack, to whieh 
His Majesty's Government agreed. In internal aflairs, too, he has shown hismself 
more vigorous than his predecesor. A considerable ‘number of the more 
viralently anti-British officials and others were consigned to the concentration 
camp at Fao, some being later transferred to a new and less accessible camp. at 
Salman in the desert. The long overdue reform of the Ministry of Education 
wis pushed on with no little energy, and, at the end of the year, negotiations 
‘wore it progress to obtain the services of Professor Hamley to assist in the work 
Of reorgunisation, More power was pat into the hands of some of the British 
‘ftcials, notably in the police. Finally, Nuri personally took in hand the reform 
a the army: conscription always unpopular wih the tribes) is bing clase 
Outside the towns, the eventual aim being that half the other ranks shall be 
voluiiteers: the weeding out of undesirable officers is'in progress, though it may 
he questioned whether anti-British proclivities are here the real touchstone and 
whether Nuri in certain cases is not primarily concerned with aafeguarding his 
‘wn position, At the end of November the trials of Rashid Ali, his Cabinet, 
the Golden Square and the Chief of General Staff of the time were begun 
in camera before a military court, but had not been concluded before the end of 
the your: indications were that the sentences would be satisfactorily severe. It 
(would be foolish to suggest that in three months of office Nuri Said had succeeded 
jn undoing the harm. of years or that he had even seriously interfered with the 
cuterranean spate of Nazi intrigue and propaganda, particularly in the tows, 
‘which Jamil Madfai’s sapitioness had allowed to regather volume in the summer: 
That there were not wil at ange many dangerous men (rm he Britieh point of 
View hecause they wore protected by this Minister or that, or even by the Prime 
Minister himself, Nevertheless, ant important start had teen made, and it ma 
boanticipated that Nuri Said will continue his efforts. Outside the towns Brit 
influonce had teen atrengthoned by the work of my political advisory staff, and a 
Very notable improvement in the general atmosphere was achieved over the last 
six’ months of the year: 

ThA soriously disturbing featare of the Traqi scene at the end of 1941 wax 
the evonomie situation. For nearly two years the impact of war on the econornie 
structure of the country had been of the slightest. The period July to December 
Witnessed grave deterioration: a bad wheat harvest, restriction of importa in 
onoral and the virtual cessation of Japanese imports in particular, the lange 
Sherease In purchuaing power resulting from local expenditure by the British 
forcon, led inevitably to @ great rise in the price of almost every commodity, 
accompanied by wholesale profiteering, speculation and hoarding. Despite 
rowing poplar outcry, the Administration appeared incapable of coping with 
the sitnation, Anti-hoarding legislation of a mild character was indeed promp) 
iat bat Title use appears 10 have teen mado of it; prin xin for few 
Eommoditien was decreed, but not effectively enforced after the first week. Efforts 
to enaure the supply of bread (he only erential of life in Tra) at reamnalie 
Prricen to the poorer classes had not overcome the difficulties by the end of the 
Your, Stops were, however. taken to control existing stocks of wheat and to obtain 
Mipplies from abroad with the help of His Majesty's Government, No steps were 
taken to deal with the fundamental eblem of draising ofl surplus purcbasing 
power; indeed, it was naively hoped that His Majesty's Government would grant 
loan to cover the anticipated budget deficit and thus further increase the volume 
‘Of purchasing power and accelerate. the upward movement of prices. The 
inherent tinconcern of Iraqi politicians for the people of the country and the fact 
that many in high places are among the most arrant profiteers and hoarders do 
not foreshadow the adoption of a sound economic policy, without. which British 
‘assistance in such matters as the supply of wheat losee much of its practical 
Value, though remaining useful in the field of propaganda. Whether. the 
Situation will deteriorate #0 far as to lead to widespread civil disturhances 
femains a matter of conjecture, but the outlook in this respect at the end of 
To4T was hardly reassuring, though some vicarious comfort might be derived 
from the fact that popular resentment inthis instance was directed mainly 
against those who were in fact responsible and only fitfully against. ourselves, 
Tt is, bowover, to be hoped that the engagement of a British supply expert. and 
other measures of reorganisation will result in effective attention being given to 
these rave and urgent questions, 

T have, se, 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 





ui 
(B 3295/208/93) No. 43. 
Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—(Received May 21.) 


ae Bagdad, 
THE outstanding political event of the four monthe that 
1 serote my last deepatch on the general situation in this coun 
of six of Rashid Ali's principal associates-in the coup d’ Bt 
They were Ali Malmud Sheikh Ali, Yunis Sabawi, Amin Zaki 
Said, Mahmnd Salman and Sadiq Shansbal.. Thess amen, ba 
from South Africa under excort, arrived at Basra on the 11th 
trial began a few days later before a military court set up in the Washsbash 
Barracks in Bagdad West. Judgment was delivered unanimously on the 4th May 
‘Yunis Sabawi, Mahmud Salman and Fahmi Said. were sentenced to death; 
ki to five year’, and Ali Mabuud Sheikh Ali to seven years’ i 
diq Shanshal was acquitted but at once interned. ‘The death sentences were 
‘carried out by hanging in the early hours of the Sth May 
2 At the beginning the public were generally indifferent, but, towards the 
‘end of the trial, press reports on the proce 
Amoug the ordinary people the accused hav 


wotest 
bility. 


factions polit citizens have bee 
‘encouraged to have greater faith in the stability of the national institutions 0 
the country 

3. Some Cabinet changes were made in February. Amin Zaki, Minister 

ications, finally gave way to ill-health after five months’ confinement 
|. and Sadiq Bassam, Minister of Justice, left ina pet after a person 
quarrel with a colleague. $ Al i was thereupon made Minister 
of Communications (retaining ‘an Mininter-of Keouomics). Dand 
al-Haidari was recalled from the Iraqi Legation in Tebran to be Ministor of 
‘Tuntice; and Abdullah Damluji was given the portfolio of Foreign Affairs, whio 
had temporarily been held by Salih Jabr. ‘These changes made little or no 
diflerence to the policy of the Cabinet, which remained under the influence of 
the three most forceful members : Nu Salih Fabr and Ati Monta 
measures to suppress p 

ix Palestinians and four Traqin 
were arrested. They were members of an organixation which had as its chiet 
aims political murder and the destruction of important links in national 
Communication, Bombs, firearms and treasonable literature were found in their 
houses. On the 25th February twenty. i the 
Traqi army were arrested and interned, ians followed 
them to Fao, An alternativ 


intrigues and propaganda. 


i 

General Officer Commanding 

providing tents and barbed wire. In April. the 

3 suppressed the Muthannah Club and the Rovers’ Club, 

two organisations which for some time before the events of Inst. sommer had 
played a prominent part in all extreme Nationalist. and anti-British agitat 

Other licensed clubs and associations are being reviewed and several are likely 

to be clowed down: ‘ 

5. In Tragi lad in 

d with 


xchange of ratifations The spesial position of His Brit Majesty's 
representative in Iraq is safeguarded by an exchange of notes stipulating that 
sof the treaty shall be applied in harmony with the provisions of the 
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o-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance of 1930. During his stay of aboat a fortnight'in 
Bag Dr. Chang gave two public lectures on Chinese culture and history which 
were much appreciated. He flattered his audience by his references to the 
political and cultural intercourse which the Chinese and Arab Empires had 
fajoye the dave of their early greatness aad aude telling points, agua 
Japanese aggression and savagery in China to-day. His scholarship and 
sincerity raised bis lectures far above familiar propaganda and made him an 
tifective advocate of the Allied cause 

6. Iraqi relations with Saudi Arabia were disturbed in early February by 
the seizure in the Tragi Customs at Basra of a diplomatic bag brought to Tq 
by a Saudi Arabian courier. The Iraqi authorities were slow in dealing with the 
representations made by the Saudi Legation, and Ring Abdul Aztzal Sand seat 
ai angry message threatening to withdraw his representative unless the hag wat 
immediately: releaned: Haviug. beard of the affair from the Saudi Chargé 
d’Affaires I brought it to the attention of the Prime Minister, who Oye 
orders for the bag to be delivered at once to the Saudi Legation. This 
eon dono with apologi ‘was closed, Shortly afterwards 
Quwatli, the Syrian politi to Bagdad on his return from the Haj 
Bringing with him meteaes of goexk Saud to the Traqi Government, 
‘and proposals Tor the settlement of the ontatanding disputes concerning the 
Aemarcation of the Suudi-Tragi frontier and: the disposal of the elusive and 
tiresome: Shammar of Najd. The ide-tnémoires with which Sbukri 


Qawatli was furnished amounted to little more than 0 re-statement of the Saudi 
claims and a rejection of the proposals for settlement, including neutral 


arbitration about the frontier, hitherto put forward by the Traqi Government. 

‘They therefore provided no basis for profitable discussions. ‘The indisposition 

of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to which I have referred above, delayed the 
| talks whieh Shul awatli wished to have about these matters, and his 
‘Bagdad has accordingly been unexpectedly prolonged, 

7. The Prime Minis ‘postponed until after the trial of Rashid Ali's 
amoointen the farther consideration of his plan for Iraq's adherence to the 
Washington anti-Axis Pact and the declaration of a stato of war between Iraq, 
and Ttaly and rmany. He informed me, however, that the unfavourable 
feveption which King Abdul Aziz-al-Saud had wiven to the suggestion that Saudi 
‘Arabia should take similar action, wodld not alter his own views, Ap reported 
in'my telogenm No. 477, paragraph 3 (), T regard this as a question in which 
both Nuri and ourselves ‘step very carefully. There is no doubt that Iraq's 
participation wild be oxtromely Sg a among the people, and 
that He Maj 7 nt would be blamed for any conrequences, euch as 
‘enemy bombing which on popular morale might well be disastrous 
‘Xpart from this, neither the General Ofer Commanding nor T can. see what 
practical advantage we would derive from Traqi telligerency at the present time 

®& Mr, Nouri Isfandiari presented his credentials on the 26th January om 
apy rat Bagdad. ‘The last of the Japanese Legation 
aie Bagdad for India on the 22nd February, and the Tualinn Miniter and sta 
from Jedda passed throug Iraq on their way to Turkey a day later, Pros 
comment welcomed what was described ax the breaking-off of diplomatic rel 
between the Sandi Arabian and Italian Governments. 

‘D. Mr, Paul Knabenshue, the United States Minister, died suddenly from 
tetanns after a tiinor operation on the 1st February. ‘He was popmlar with the 
Tragis and with bis colle pe ‘and the British Sennen in high 

m for the asylum which he gave to so many of t is legation at 

wmf the troubler of last year “A State funeral was accorded by the Traqi 
Governmont. No’ successor has yet been appointed, ‘This is regrettable, as 
Mr. Farrell the. chargé rea. does tot inspire confidence, while his staff 
leave much to be desit 

10. Supplies of flour have improved. Nine thousand tons of wheat have 
been received from British Lmperial sources since the beginning of February, and 
4,000 tons more are due to arrive at Basra soon. This wheat is all taken over by 
A Supplies Committee of the Tragi Government and is sold at a fixed price to 
the public and to the bakers, in the form of flour. Distribution arrangements in 
vd bave been taken over by the Supplies Committee from the municipality 
And have been much improved since T last reported. Both bread and flour are 
‘now available without unreasonable hardship; though the price of both remains 
high. In the provinces distribution is still im the bands of the local officials and 
holtlers ‘of wheat in the country remain reluctant to sell. An owner of 3,000 tons: 
‘of wheat near Mosul refused to sell at I.D.25 a ton, though Mosul town was at 
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that time in grave need of wheat. An acute sugar shortage became apparent 
about the middle of March and a rationing aystem at the rate of L kilog. per person 
Per month is now being put into operation. The registered stocks of sugar 
amounting to about 13,000 tons are estimated to be enough to meet the country's 
needs for six months. Prices of other commoditis ing all kinds of cloth 
fell steeply at the beginning of April with news of the arrival of large new 
supple a Basra. 

1. To counter the effect of malicious rumours which were being’ spread 
abroad that the shortage of supplies was due to the British army's purchases, T 

lished an official statement on the 31st January assuring the people that tho 

ritish forces had purchased no wheat, ghee, coffee or tea in Iraq, and wer 
moreover, directly relieving distress. by spending over £30,000 a month on th 
‘employment of labour, 

12 The current session of Parliament, prolonged for a month from the 
middle of April, ended on the 14th May. A number of useful but minor amend: 
ments to laws already enacted were passed and the budget was dealt with, without 
new taxation. The final figures have 

it showed est 


prevention of boarding and stribution of food-xtulls were also passed 
‘axation, it seems to me, remains in some forms at an usiduly Iow level, but hers, 
as elsewhere in the Near and Middle East, the governing classes suffer from a 
‘strong reluctance to subject themselves to financial sacrifices, 
13. His Royal Highness the Dake of Gloucester arrived in Bagdad from 
Cairo on the afternoon of the 6th May and remained antil the morning of the 
‘Sth May, His purpose was to visit the British forces in thin country, but he 
was good enough to find ivy Programme, to meet the Diplomatic 
Corps and the British commun) arden party at the embassy and to attend 
dinner party which the Regent gave at the Quer Ribab It was pleasant to seo 
the warmth of the popolar applause given to His Royal Highnom whenever he 
drove through the streets of Bagdad and the whole-hearted co-operation of the 
Iraqi police and army in all arrangements connected with the Duke's vinit wax 
fas gratifying as it was significant 

14. In general, I consider that the si this country hax developed 
satisfactorily since the date of my Inst review, especially when oive considers the 
loug series of set-backs suffered by our arms at the hands of the Japanese during 
this period. At the time of writing there is much speculation over the German 
‘offensive thought to be imminent, Should the main thrast be launched againat 
the Caucasus and attain its objective, the repercussions among these volatile 
people will, of course, be great. But a greater and more sudden deterioration in 
morale would ensue were the enemy to indulge in some unorthodox venture such 
‘as an air-borse attack upon, or landing in, Syria. And the fact that up to date 
there is apparently no evidence of major concentrations against Russia. has ed 
to some discussion here of this possibility. But whatever happens the next fow 
months will hold much of interest and wot a lide of danger. 

15, Tam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives 
at Angora, Cairo, Tehran, Jedda and Beirat; th Pot State, Cairoy Tie 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan: the Governor 
General of India; the Commander-in-chief, India; Gi Headquarters 
Middle Bast: the Middle East Intelligence Centre; the Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf; the Political Agent, Koweit; and to His Majesty's Con 
at Basra and Mosul. 





[E 3565/101/93) 


Sir Kinahan Cornwallis to Mr. Bden—(Reevived dune 12.) 


F Bagdad, May 21, 1949. 
I HAD the honour, in paragraph 3 (a) of my telegram No. 477 of the 
Sth May, to express certain views concerning the Iraqi army. It occurred to me 
after the despatch of that telegram that it might be useful to amplify my observa. 
tions by obtaming from the head of the British Military Mission in this nountry 
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a written appreciation ‘on the morale and attitude of the Traqi army, and T eaused 
Major-General Bromilow to be approached accordingly. T now bee leave to 
‘enclose a copy Of the report which he was good enoogh to prepare and which, it 
seems to mé, gives in encouraging account of the progress that bas taken place 
Reese menor ere 

“Copies of this despatch are’ beitg’ fest’ to the Minister’of State, ‘the 
General Officer Commanding, Xth Army, and to Combined Intelligence Centre, 
iiag 
. Thave, & 

RINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


nclosure in No. 44 


Morate and Attitude of Eragi Army on May 14, 1942. 


Introduction 
MANY of the views bere set forth are ones that have already been expressed! 
erbully both to His Britannic Majesty's Armbassaé General Officer 
nding, Xth Army. But before committing them to writing, ax requested 
His Britannic Majesty's Erabasay letter of the 10th May, 1942, T consulted the 
officers of the mission under my command. I find that thetr opinions not only 
‘agree with all that I have previously said, but that their views enlarge my own. 
Tncluded in these ollicers is one who has recently been attached for a month with 
sixty Lraqi officers; another whose work is largely in the office, but who has much 
Contact both with officers in the Minintry of Defence and ais outside, though 
tmontly in the Bagdad area; and a third who, though new to Traq hax been in the 
Middle East for three now, during (wo of which he worked in close con 
notion with the Intelligence branch of the General Stafl of the Pgyptian army 
d who wns for the Inst yeur with Senuasi troops (Libyan Arab Force). He has 
just paid brief visita to all gueriso 1, ‘Thus the confirn 
tory views that T have received are from officers of varied experience and cover 
wide field 


2 Morate 
{myself have seen all of the Lrag army in barracks, on the march, and at 
training. —T think that they have now largely forgotten tho blow to their prestige 
ifered in May 1941. They aeo around them the Nth Army apparently very large 
td uppareetty wel equipped, ‘The tone of the Arabic prom ia favourable and 
read Briteh, Amertoun and Russian enccetses, and imported goods are more 
plentiful, ‘Thus the foundations for a good morale exist umonyet the oflicers andl 
those who can read and write, Added to this there is a good deal of in 
toncet n the TeaqiThey eoasider that, even favourable editions, they. ean 
bo a mateh for anyone, Hoth the officers en work vane and keenly id 
their plytique ta’on the whole-go0d., However unpopalar coustesption may bo, 
teindaat il event, vee Nappy andl contented onto they are in the army. The 
Improvement ssen the cotieripted recruits after two mouths ts moat matked, 
dup largely to good feeding, There ix a great deal of really good material in the 
tanks, “Bat although they inay feel that they are more than'a match for anyone 
Ander favourable conditions, morale must inevitably be affected by their shortage 
Of transport and modern equipment. Given this morale would be not merely wood 


‘but excellent. 


% Attitude 

(0) Like other Eastern nations, the Iraqis are first and foremost pro- 
Iraqi. Friendship with Britain, if adopted, is only because the Iraqis feel they 
must for the present have some supporting Power, On the other hand, friendship 
With Britain's enemies would be merely a means of disposing of the Power that 
At the moment has the closest, hold in Iraq in exchange for another from whom 
more favourable conditions might be obtained. "The Iraqis know that at present 
they cannot stand alone. ‘The degree to which the British will be those whom 
they support depends on a number of factors which T set out below. ‘These affect 
the army as much as the eiyil population. i 

(0) Coupled with Nationalist pro-Traqi sentiment there is possibly a slight 
sentiment even in the army towards a Pan-Arab movement. Its only danger is if 
exploited by Britain's enemies. 


(2 On the other hand, even Iraq itself is nota united nation, Arabs, Kurds 
innis, Shias, Armenians, Assyrians and Jews, not to mention Bugdadis and 
Mosulawis are divided by’ so mauy racial, religious and ether distinctions that 
Fivalry and jealousy always exist. ‘This te responsible for'a toass of reports, 
seldom disinterested al ote eatiely fale. Ti ns reached sch a stage that to 
A rival or enemy is almost a national sport, with the result that mony 
officers of the army have been included in waricus Intelligence reports Voth oe 
iy pro-Hritish and exteemely pro-Nant 
What seldom appears in Tutelligence reports is the motives that lead tip to 
any stated Iraqi's attitude, ‘The fact that fost unit interpreters and the cell 
Of 0 many: Hritish messes, canteens, coffer shops and local hotels ant slat 
entirely Armenians, Assyrians and Jows is unidoultedly responsible for mace 
Peja report i 
(d) From the Germans the Iraqis have bad alot. First and foremost, genuine 
friendship from a small but skilful’ nos a 
Not just a few "sticky *' tea parties od“ set-plece 
nts, bul genuine social intercourse. Such few. Clerinain ah were here w 
sums,” marke conta oto Hea iar ad alot ye 
oreover’ when the British were talking and. prosining, goods at scine 
distant date, the Germans were able to, and actually did, supply pode aud equip 
ment, and did so without haggling over the price. Why shouldn't they, as if they 
win the war they get it all back and more, It of dliverin nctually 
received from Germany and those arranged from elsewhere by Juding 
Turkey, Vichy, Syria, Italy earlier on, and from Japan (regarded gare 
Axis Power), German protoises were Togard re Added to t 
‘a Jong tale of unparalleled snecess on Intid, and it is acarcely to bo wondored at 
that a nation whore seaboard is limited to the head of the Pers ulf should 
accept German propaganda at its face valve, the more #0 as British propaganda 
wat rtally einen. But the sory ao change 
(6) In May 1041 Trag received no appreciable help fromthe Axis, and the 
German elements were completely discredited in consmqueace of the disastrous 
fate of the attpted coup Stic then the Hit huve secured Perino oe 
side and Syria on the other, whilst Turkey i# deflant and, in Traq opinion, Ikely 
to resist ally aggrosicn that can at present come about.. ‘The dapadare, though 
ftuccessful, are Feyarded as an inferior nation sid thetr soccemes do ot offset 
jermau failure in Russia, The pres over w prolonged period. has been givin 
prominence to British success nnd to British views, Our poblicty ix now yond 
Without being blatant-—in fact. the average Iraqi now feck that Clermany wil 
Iy be defeated. This belief is of pritnury haportance, since orientale 
be on the winning ide in spite of all eee faults and fete ix 
fh who aro winning 
() Yet another and potent factor in the conviction’ that Germany will be 
defeated is the participatlon in the war of America. ‘Deeds speak lover than 
word” No long i he rag prea y the baying tnt ES mln pepe 
mat be righ Tt i 120 million who ean’ ottprodixe the 88 million aud are 
idently doing eo, "Quantities of American aitcraft are passing (with. United 
States markings) through Basra airport. American shipr are. tn, the Shattel 
Arab. American technicians are much in evidence, and quantities of Ameticat 
goods are now appearing in the market, And, finally, above ally there is the 
Inclusion of Iraq in the provisions of the Lease and Lend Act. The British may 
fail to keep promises to deliver war material, but now the woalth of American 
‘output is available to them on the same terms as to others 
‘At last the army of a country that is not rich sees itself able to have a modern, 
wellequipped army and is prepared to run and perhaps fall again though 
Hardly past the walking stage 
()) Lastly, there fe the attitode of Turkey. Most of the senior and older 
officers received their military education in Turkey, and through being in the 
Turkish army in the last war have already seen an apparently invincible German 
army sffer final defeat. Though as Iraqis they were prompt to throw off the 
‘Turkish yoke and themselves assume all the privileges of the ‘Turkish, ruli 
clases, they no longer have any hatred af the new Turkey not of ite people, wit 
twhom 30 tiany of them are cldedly connected: Angora radio is widely listened 


to in Iraq, though perhaps largely because reception from Bagdad is often bad, 
and whatever Turkey does will have an enormons effect. If a large and relatively 
powerful Tarkey finds herself Inter as the result of German stccesses in such a 
position to be unable or unwilling to offer resistance to Germany, even with the 
British behind her, what can the Iraqis hope to achieve ® 
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Such then are the motives that may guide the mind of the average 
thing fagh buh in and ‘ont of ube army they do think—thiak'a 
What is his character! Besides intelligence and love of being on the winning 
side they ate stolid and cheerful can enue hardship, and. expecially in the 
north, have military instinets. Regimentally they fought well last_ year. 
EBNC AIT Niue apne they inves etter wae hospitality and friendship. The 
average [raqi officer’ is only too willing to be friendly with the average British 
acer But most rth oicers arrive i the country with a strong ant Iragh 
prejudice, which is further strengthened by the fact that their only regular con: 
tact ri with fap ‘Sc, mostly Christiana and Jews, all biassed gains the 
Tray Moslems, of which the Traq army largely consists If they would only take 
Vddle trouble it could be achieved but, alas, I continually receive reports showing 
tow dificult the Trugis find it Not only do they feel thatthe Brith ocers 

eneral are making Htele oF no effort (apart from a few British com 

Bite Tali Valtaig ak wed ea the eto Miltary Mission, they are even m 

fel thas they are not being trusted. Tt is dificult for a man who knows be is 
tox trust and ho Knows tat hie atempes at friendap are nt reciprocated 


i cially when invited to do so deficient of trans 
fight gladly with the British, especially 
port, A.A. artillery and A/T equipment 


4. Actitucte of Army : 
‘The improvement in the whole feeling of the army since October has beet 
inowt marked enosider this largely due to Nuri Said and Tenail Nami the 
Chiet of General Stal, who have undoubtedly cleave! out the majority of the 
ful elements and put in lies who wish to eee se The British 
flficors of tho military mission (several of whom now 5 found 
cir efforts to extablish confidence readily responded to and there is a consid 
Felt of comaradere fen tho Tirtah ad Teagan ofthe Tra army 
Nhs directly influenced the spirit to co-operate which now undoubtedly 


oxinte, 


5, Conclusions , 

ore Turkey to collapse under German threats after a successful Cancers 
campaign and Gore it evident that the Writinh, besides carrying oot iieir 
Fehionrsed plans of extensive withdrawals from Mosul intended to oF wero likely 
to be forced sith of Baguad, itis quite possible that Traq would te as compliant 
10 Germat demands a6 Rounania; Bulgaria ot Hungary that Je te ay. the 
would porhaps fail to resist. This, I think, is the worst that would i 
Retna ys eta unde. vroditody think it possible thot part of the Traq 
tumy would fight with ux The junior officers ate following the lead of their 
tenors nnd T donot beleve there ie now any Teer in the army oho would ty 19 

hem againat their Ally, Great Morale ix good. Thay watt 9 t 
to trends AIT that fe Wanted is a litile encouragement, both morat and 


a D. G. BROMILOW, Mojor-Generit 





(8 9792/3702/93 
Sir Kinahan Cornwallis to Mr. Bden.—(Received June 2.) 


ray Bagdad, Aprit 10, 1082 
ee reference to Viscount Halifax's circular despatch of the 9th June, 
109s) und to Si Bast Newtons despatch No. 310 of the Sth Sune, 1940, 1 have 
the honour to transmit herewith combined report on the leading personalities 
of Lraq for the years 1941 and 1942. “ 
1s a vopons for te Year 1941, which was being prepared at the time of 
Ube ouibeak oF Rashid All's rebelion laa yea, wan destroyed toxethes with 
ious ‘on personalities. In view, therefore, of the delay whi 
prebaratioe of x how tapers would bavo nccsncitlod, T tuoeidered that it woold 
cal to bring the report for the year 1941 up to date by including it 
i 1942 
in the report for the year ae 


KINAHAN CORNWALLIS, 


Enélosure in No. 46. 
Report on Leading Pereowalities of Tray for 1941 and W942, 


Tur Roya: Fasmuy. 


1. King Feisal 11—Born ini Bagdad the 2nd May, 1985. Succeeded to the 
throne on the death of his father, Ghazi I, on the 3rd April, 1939. His mother 
#4 sister of the Amir Abdul Hah. “He has an English ‘nurse ‘nd also an 

nglish governess 

He and his mother were confined in the Qast Zahur during most of May 1941, 
but were removed to the summer palace at Pir Mui (Arbil) just before Rashid 
Ali and his associates decamped. He is a bright, intelligent child 

2. Abdul Ullah, His Royal Highness the Amir,—Only son of Ali-bin-Hussein, 
sx-King of the Hejaz, who died in 1935. ‘Torn in the Hojaz 1912. Came to 
Ha #4 child with father in 1926, after tho latter's expulsion from: the 

acated partly at home and partly at Victoria Collage, Alexandria 

He speaks good English 

Ta November 1936 he married in Bagiad the daughter of Din Fanzi 
Beg and grand-daughter of Amin Yahi f Cairo. 

He is keenly interested in Arab horse rac nintains a large stable 

Hecame Regent on the death of King Ghazi an the 3rd April, 1988. Although 
in Iraq be only enjoys the title of Highness, it is considered jiroper for foreigners 
to refer to him as His Royal Highness, 

He shows a promising capacity for bis official dutios 

Divorced hin wife in the summer of 1940, 

During the Cabinet crisis of January 1941, which led to the fall of Rashi 
Ali's Cabinet, be endeavoured to Primo Minister's demands for tho 
Appointment of new Ministers, but fled to Diwaniyah to-eacape the thronte to 
his life made by the four army officers ud-Din Sabbagh, Kamil Shabi 
Fahmi Said and Mahmud Salman... Rashid Ali thereupon resigned and ‘Taha. 
Hashiui succeeded him. 1 then returned to the capital 

rit the four army commanders. already 

h theie troop and went to the Palace to demand 

ni and the appointment of Rashid Ali an Prime 

The Reger ver, warned in time, eluded them and took 

refuge in the American Legation. ‘Thence he was smuggled out to Habbaniya on 
the 2nd April and flown to Basra. On instructions from Bagdad the Oller 

Commanding, Taq Army, at Basra attempted to arrest the Regent, who t 
refuge on board ono of itis Majesty's ships, Dy now aay bape of ently 

‘support for hin cane in the south had been lost, On the 16th April he wan flown 
to Jerusalem, together with Ali Jaudat and Jamil Mndfai, who bad meanwhile 
yoined him at Mase. During: the hostilition in May the’ Regent. romained. in 
Palestine. He returned to Bagdad on the Int June after the collapse of Rashid 
Ali's réime and wos welcomed bya lange knthering of oficial, notabley atid 

well-wishers 

3, Zaid, His Royal Highness the Amir—Boru in Constantinople in 1900 
Youngest son of the late King Huswin of the Hajaz, Half-brother of King Al, 
King Feisal and the Amir Abdullah (of Transjordan), Mis mothor was a'Turk, 

ucated in Constantinople, Fought with the Arab Nationalist. forces. durin, 
the Great War, aud won the good opinion af the British officers with the Sharifing 
army 

Came to live in Iraq in 1922, and was commissioned in the Iraqi cavalry 
Acted as Regent for a short time in 1924 during King Feisal's abeeniee 

Tn 1925 he went to England and studied agriculture at Oxford for nearly 
three years. | During this period be took an active part in the social life of the 
university and rowed in the torpids for Balliol. In 1998 he joined his father 
in Cypras and remained there until King Hussein's death in 1931. Appointed 
Tragi Minister at Angora in Jannary 1039 

In 1983 it became known that one of his sisters had contracted a clandestine 
marriage with Atta Beg Amin, some time first secretary at the Lraqi Legation at 
Angora (and later at the Legation in London). The Royal Family were 
indignant, and Zaid was transferred to Cairo in January 1034 as the first Irani 
Minister at King Fnad's Court. He did not, however, proceed to this post, whidl 
he ultimately refused to accept. At the end of 1994 he was busy in “Athen 
engaged in litigation concerning extensive properties which he claims to have 
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inherited in Greece. Appointed Iraqi Minister at Berlin in September 1935. In 
the spring of 1037 it was suspected that he had been using his position as Iraqi 
Minister togive false certificates for arms destined for Spain. He was recalled 
to Iraq for enquiries, but apparently established his innocence and returned to 
Berlin 
He is a pleasant, well-mannered man, and speaks excellent English and 
‘urkish, 
ari 1083 be marriod a Turkish lady who had bees divorced by her band 
This mésalliance mattered little so long as he was not living in Iraq, but when 
he wax withdrawn from Berlin in the spring of 1938 and came to live in 
Bagdlad it was counted against him locally. But for his wife he would probably 
have beon made Regent after the death of King Ghazi in April 1999. In the 
suninier of 1989 he went to live in Istanbul. 

me to Bagdad in October 1041 to meet his brother the Amir Abdallah on 
the occasion of his State visit to the capital and has remained, living quietly in a 
small house. 

Oruen Prusoxariries, 


1, Adbasi-Mahmud Agha- dish) (see 
Babekr Agha), ly ig. Main. 
tains a tradition of being at feud with Babekr Agha, but both take care that this 
‘onmity shall not weaken the strength of the tribe. 

2 Abbas Mahdi—Shiah. Born 1808. Secretary to Iraqi Legation in Tehran 
1981, Minister for Education, November 1982. Resigned with Cabinet in March 
1983, Appointed Director-General of Tapa in October 1983. 

Became Minister for Economics and Communications in February 1934, bat 
resigned with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 194, Reappointed Director 
General of December 194, 

Appointed Master of Ceremonies in. the Palace, March 1937. Joined 
Hikmat Sulaiman's Cabinet in Juno 1937 ax Minister for Reonomice and 
Communications, and was appointed Minister for Justice in the Cabinet formed 

Jamil-al-Madfai in August 1097 after Hikmat S ‘x resignation, 

‘Transferred to the Ministry of Reonomies and. Com 
1988, and resigned with whole Cabinet in December 1038 

‘Appointed Principal Private Seoretary at the Royal Palace 

3% Abdul Asis-al-Mudhaffar, M.B.R—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1507. 
Speaks English, German and Fretich well. Served as superintendent in Dep 
Miliary Governor's Office, Bagtad Rasafah, under the Government of Oxcap 
tion from March 1917, and in 1919 tecame Muir of Rasafah. Secretary to the 
Ministry of Taterior, December 1920, and Director of the Press Bureau in 1022 
Direotor of Census Bepartment 1927. 

Appointed Mutessarif of Mosil, May 1951, Withdrawn September 1981 for 
incompetence an tried for misappropriation of public funds. Found vot guilty 
‘and appointed to he member of Muntafiq Land Court. Last this post when the 
court wax abolished in June 1982 In the summer of 1933 was appointed first 
werotary to the Tragi Legation at Tehran, and in May 1934 was transferred to 
be conaul-general in Beirut. f 

Appointed counsellor to the Iraqi Legation in Paris, May 1935. 

In the spring of 1987 be was accused of giving false certificates for munitions 
bought for Spain and recalled to Iraq. In Syria ho was arrested, but extradition 
‘was refined and he was released. but remained in Syria. He ix married to a 
daughter of Naji-al-Suwaidi, and this family connexion brought about his full 
‘exoneration in December. 

He returned to live in Bagdad in January 1938, and shortly afterwards it 
was officially announced that it had been proved that he was innocent of the 
charges made against him in 1987. On his return he went into business 

Early in 1941 started a trans-desert transport service between Bagdad, Syria 
and Palestine. Was suspected of working for Rashid Ali, After the collapse of 
Rashid Al's régime, dit his best to clear his name and made lavish we of the 
“'V sign on his businese stationery and press advertisements. 


Ministry of Interior as Direetor-Gi istration in June of 
the same year. Appointed Mutessarif of Mosul in January 1924. A capable and 
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well-intentioned official without much’ strength of character, 
Interior, January 1928. Minister for Justice, November 1929, 

Went oat of office with the resignation of Naji Pasha's Cabinet in March 
1930. Has not held any other Cabinet post since. Has an adequate pension 
Appointed Chief Adminitrative Inspector, Grade I, November 1963. 

le was appointed Minister of the Interior in the Cabinet formed by Jamil 
H-Madfat in March 1835, but resigned with all his eilossoes torte dey aan 
Elected a Deputy for Bagdad in the general elections of August 1985. Appointed 
Comptrolier-General of Accounts in December 1987, in succession to ‘Taifiq-al: 
Snwaidi 

5. Abdul Ghafur-al-Badri—Ex-cadet in the ‘Turkish and secc 
lieutenant inthe Shariden any. ain) agama 

Since 1920 has been editor of the Nationalist newspaper, the Fetiglal. ‘Th 
journal fas been suspended many tines for its violet attacks oa. the, Uetieh 
Government and on British aici in Tray. 

lected Deputy for Diyala 1933. Re-elected for Kut in. the general election 

1854 Lost his seat in Amgust 1985. itis paper the Jatiglal, was suspended 

November 1896 for one year by Hikmat Sulaiman's Cabinet for publishing 

articles defending Yasin-al-Hashitni's administration. 

This order was cancelled when Jamil-al-Mad{ai succeeded Hikmat Sulaiman 
in August 1937. 

Elected Deputy for Kut, December 1937. 

Tn October 1938 he was sentenced to six months! imprisonment for publishing 
unfounded allegation against the Government in his paper the Letiglal. Teloasol 
When Nurival-Said became Prime Minister on the 26th Deconber, 1038, nul 
returned for Kut in the elections of June 1999. x 

he anti Mritish tone of his paper coutinued after the outbreak of war in 
September 1039. He was generally wmpected of being tn Axis pay and with the 
advent to power of Raxbid Ali in March 1940 his paper Iscame the prinelpa 
wouthpicce of the rebel Government. It was suspended after Rasiid Alisa 
cola the etd of May 1947 and has vot polled since 
Sori Aitnt Ghafur escaped punishinent because of hix old comradeship. with 
Nuri Sai, bat be has bown Ing very low since dune Youn comment, with 
ror bey let Latif Nuri Born in Bagdad 1888, Gazetted as ollicor in tl 
Aurkigh army "in 1008. Joined. the Teaai army in 1921. "Promoted wy 
(lieatenant-colovel) in 1926 and saim (colonel) in 1929, He has held the comma 
of the Northern and Southern Districts, and thas passed the sonior and. junior 
officers courses, and was posted to the ‘Northern District in 1938. Promoted 
amie tha (rigaden) in 1088 

foined (General Bakr Sidqi as leader of the army-revolt against Yasin-al 
Hashimi in October, 1936, and hocame Minister of Histone iu the Corer 
formed hy Hikmat Sulaiman 

Resigned after the murder of Bakr Sidqi in August 1937 and was then 
laced on retired pay, 

Left Iraq in the same year for medical treatment and lived abroad. While 
in enpital in Damas ow Placed ‘under arrest by the British military 

ies when Syria was occupied in June 1941, but was allowed to return Go 
Seekers when Se p ne at was allowed to roturn to 
Born abont 1894. 
a large estate (Aba Hawan 
Fliawent, and in Traqi Chamber 
id Ali-al-Gilani, March- October 
lection of 1934 
‘asha and a member of the Executive 
herhood (Hiah-a-Tkha-al Watani). 

party he played no part in polit i 
ed to the Chiunher in Tecember Iggy, "2 Part i" Polite, until 

returned for this constituency in June 1930, 

In February 1941 became Minister of Economics in the Cabinet of Taha al 
Hashim. Resigned with the rest af the Cabinet when Rashid All seized power 
in April. Appointed Minister of Economics in the Cabinet formed hy Nort 
ia Apel Appoints momics in the Cabinet formed hy Nuri as 

Born Bagdad 
iy afterwards was appointed 
le in London he studied at the 
lish 
13 
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Appointed third:seoretary at Iraqi Legation in Cairo 1934. Promoted second 
secretary 1035. On many occasions he was in charge of the legation and mai 
sined excellent relations with the British Embassy. In-Egypt he married an 

pian gil of goo family aud was popular in Eeyptian society, Appointed 
Master of Ceremonies at the Royal Palace, April 1940, where he appeared likely 
0 exercise a. good: influence. 
“these Hn were, however disppoit and he abet hime closely 
with Rashid Ali when the latter beeame Prime Minister in March 1941, aud durin; 
{ho ratellion tol by Rashid ANT ta May 104 When i cllapeed he took refuge 
in Persia. After the Allied occupation of Persia he was arrested by the British 
forces, aud after some months’ internment in Ahwaz he was sent to Soathern 
Rhodesia 

9. Abdul Qedér-ot-Rashid.—Sanni of Bagdad, related to the Gilani family 
Horn 1804. Speaks English well 

Appointed secretary to the Council of Ministers in 1924 in succession to 
Hussein Afnan, Remained in that post, the duties of which he discharged with 
hoteworthy tact and ellictency, unl November 1932, when he was appointed 
Ministor for Foreign Affaire in Naji Shaukat's Cabinet, Resigned with Cabinet 
in March 1983, Was appointed sistant manager in the Rafidain Oil 
Company in October 193 F 

10. Abdul Wahid, Shaikh—Chiol of the Fatlah tribe, son of Haji Sikkar, 
once the snowt powerful sbetkbs on the Ruphrates, Atuiul Wahid cultivates 
extensive properties on the left bank of the Misbkab from Aba Sukhair to the 
Thrabim, Throughout recent years he has steored his course with a view to 
maintain to the uttost his political and tribal influence, Hix support and loyalty 
wero carefully cultivated by King Felstl, and all political parties have thought 
ic worth while to try to make him an adherent, He has many friends and many 
bitter enemies, and is reputed (o deal harshly with bis fellaheen, 

He was protinent ax a leader of discontent in the Middle Kuphrates area 
in the spring of 1985, working with Rashid Alial-Gilani to overthrow Ali 
Maudat's Cabinet 
weeiie bad uiuch Infuence during Yasin-al-Hashimi's tenure of office, but, so 
bused it that after Yaain's fall in October 1936 he was afraid to return to his 

il 
tS To was elected to the Chamber in Febuary 1937, bat in July 1887 he ven 
arrested and imprisoned for fomenting tribal atices in Diwanival, After 
tho fall of Hike 1037 he was released from 
prison, but kept under surveil nd later in Samawa. 

Ho wax permitted to return to his how 
Diwanigah In June. 1980 

Ti April nnd May 1041 he closely wupported Rashid Ali. 
interned in Fao and in Dewember tennaferred to Samarra ine 
thelexs, to Keep nid supporters, among whom Mnssan 

Trent 


Suhail, of the Beni Tamiro, was promin« 


11, Abdullah-at-Damluji—Formerly called Abdullah Said Effendi, . Born 
1805, A native of Moaul, Studied medicine in Constantinople and calls himself 
doctor, though it is believed that be did not graduate. Seems to have been 
serving in the Turkish army when Ibn Saud occupied Hassa in 1913, and to have 
transferred his allegiance Yo Tim Saud. Soon rose to n postion of influence ia 
Thn Saudl’s Court, and came to Bagdad as his unofficial representative in 1921 
Was Thm Saude Minister for Foreign, Affairs in 1922 and signed the Ugait 


Protocol. Went with the Amir Feisal-al-Saud to London in 1928, and took part 
in the negotiations leading to the conclusion of tho Treaty of Jedda in 1927. 
After this his influence waned owing to the intrigues of Fuad Hamza and 
Yusuf Yasin > 
Tn August 1028 he represented the Court of Nejd, the Hejaz and its 
dependencies at the Medina Railway Conference at Haifa.” The conference was 
2 Failure, and when it coded, instead of retaruing to the Hejax, Abdullah 
Bama came wo Bagdad psi bis tesigoation to tbo Saud. Arse Bagdad, 
September 1925, “Appointed Iraqi Consal-General, Cairo, in. 1990, recalled 
October 1990, and appointed Minister for Foreign Afairs. This at first_ was 
ted by fin Saud, nnd for a short time Damlaj's presence at the head of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs seemed likely to embarras Nejai and Iraqi 
is, but when Nori Pasha visited Jedda in April 1931 Ibn Sand stated 
thathe no longer wished to raise any objection to Damluji’s appoiutment. Was 
left out of ollie when Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1981 
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Appointed Director-General of Health, July 1982, and succeeded Safwat Pasha 
a8 Court Chamberlain at the end of 1933, 

Returned to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Jamil-al-Madfai’s second 
Cabinet in February 1034; “resigned in July and was reappointed Director- 
Geveral of Health in September. 

He was suspended in 1935 and tried for misappropriation of public funds 
He was acquitted and reinstated in his post at the end of December, but resigned 
‘4 few months later. 

For nearly two years be remained out of pablie life, but in July 1087 he was 
appointed Master of Ceremonies at the Palace in succession to Abbas Mahdi, 

He headed the Iraqi representatives at the funeral of Ataturk in November 
1988. Soon after Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister in December 1938 he wa 
removed from the Palace to an obscure appointment in the Health Departinent 
which was later abolished. 

Appointed Director-General of Social Affairs and Health in Novembor 1941 

Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in February 1042, 

12. AAmad, Shaikh of Barsan—A chieftain of the Kurdish Zibar tribe. 
Headquarters ai Barzan at the foot of the Chia-i-Shirin. Exervised powerful 
influence over the Barosh and Mazuri Bala areas to the north-west of Rowundu. 
Friendly relations were established with him in 1910, bat no administrative 
control was exercised in his tribal area, In 1920 he was implicated in the murder 
‘of two British officials. He and Faris Agha of Bera Kapra wore declared outlaws 
with a price on their heads, and Barzan was destroyed by troops, but his country 
was not occupied. In 1922'he welcomed Turkish agents into Barosh and Mazutt 
Bala, and in September 1922 his men made an unmcvoesful attack on Atnadiyab, 
‘A-month later Barzan was again destroyed by the Roval Air Force eo-operatitig 
With Asiyrian irregulars. In 1924, the Turks having been driven from Rowandus, 
Sheikh Ahmad tarned on their retreating columns and came into Aqra to make 
peace with the Anglo-Traqi authorities. His outlawry wax cancelled, and he was 
Permitted to continue in unmolested control of his tribal villages std mount 

in the summer of 19:11 he tezan a private war with a neighbouring chieftain of 
Baradost, Sheikh Rashid of Lolan, He was everywhere stuccessful, drove Shelkh 
Rashid W flight into Persia and sot fire to his villages, Government intervention 
became necessary to restore order. Traqi troops were concentrated early iu 1933, 
sand after some sharp fighting, followed by intensive air action by the Royal Air 
Force, Sheikh Abinad was defeated and driven across tho Turkish border in June 
He and his two brothers, Muhammad Sadiq and Mulla Mustafa, wete interned 
for a time in Turkey, but the two latter contrived to find their way bck into their 
old haunts in the following winter. After holding out in the mountains for sonic 
months they surrendered and were pardoned in July 1038 and allowed to return 
to ther villages. shot tine afterwards the Turks surrendered Sheikh Abmad 
{o the Trnqi Government on condition that his life should be spared, For n little 
over a year he lived in comfortable and honourable detention in Mow, but in 
November 1034 it war fontd that he was in collusion with Khalil Khuehawi, who 
kom disturbing the peace of the Barzan area, and he was thereupon removed 
to Hil 
mitted to come to Bagdad in April 1985. A short while later he went 
to live in Sulaimani. He finds it very hard to maintain a large family on the 
allowance of 30 Iraqi dinars a month that he receives from the Iraqi Government 

13, AAmad-al-Shaikh Daud, Soiyid—Sonni of Bagdad, Born about 1876, 
He comes of a family of learned men, his father was a well-known teacher in 
Bagdad, under whom most of the men of Sheikh Ahmad's generation studied, 
In the early days of the occupation he was a prominent Nationalist. He was 
arrested and deported to Henjam in August 1920, but was allowed to return to 
Bagdad in February 1921. Elected to the Constituent Assembly in March 124, 
he opposed the treaty of 1922 and voted against it. Fuiled to secure a seat in the 
subsequent general election, buit was successful at a by-election, In October 125 
he became pro-treaty, but in January 1020 voted against ratification of ‘the 
extension of the treaty period. “Minister for Angaf under Abdul Muhsin Beg in 
January 1928, but resigned office April 1929. Elected to the Chamber ax Deputy 
for Bagdad in October 1933, and retained this seat in the elections of 1034. 

Lost his seat in August 1985. 

_ He is now an ageing man and is unlikely again to play a prominent part in 
ities 

‘Made a Senator in May 1987, Resigned October 1987. 

His danghter Sabiha (a teacher on the Women’s Training College) became 
the first woman student in the Bagdad Law College in 197. 
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14. Ahmad i-Taufiy—A Kurdish notable of Suleimini, bora 1898, who as 
hhad the advantage of a better education than most of his contemporaries. He has 
held a number of administrative appointments since the first days of the occupa- 
tion of the Swleimani Liwa. Was appointed mutessarif after the reoccupation 
of Suleimani in 1924 ‘The Iraqi Government have several times endeavoured {0 
roplace him by others less sympathetic to Kurdish aspirations, but those chosen 
have not heen successful. Almad Beg has now (1938) been muutessarif without 
interruption since 1930, He is connected by marriage with the ruling families 
of the Pizhder tribe, and owns property in the Surdash nahivab, A pleasant and 
presentable man, who has always been popular with British civil and military 
officers, 

ransferred as mutessarif to Arbil in April 1995. - 

Made an administrative inspector April 1999. Placed on pension in spring 
of 1940, 

15, Admad Zaki-al-Khaiyat—Shiah Baghdadi. Born 1896. Educated 
Bagdad Law School. Has held the following posta: Scoretary of the Ministry 
of Education, consul-general at Muhammerah and Bombay, kaimakam in several 
places, Mutessarif of Kut aud Hilla and Land Settlement Officer. Appointed 

jrector-General of Posta and Telegraphs in July 1937. 

Distnissed from his post in June JO41 on acount of the support which he 
had given to Rashid Ali's régime in May. 

16, Akram Mushtaq —Born Bagdad 1903. Moslem Suni. Brother of Talib 
Mushtaq (7.©}). Gazetted officer in army 1927. Passed through Cranwell and 

ppointed to Royal Iraqi air force in 1930, Promoted captain 1982, Took an 

active part in the coup d'Reat of October 1936, Promoted major 1937 and 
Hieutenant-colonel in 1988. Appointed Commander of Imqi air force in 
September 187, Retained thix post until April 1999, when he was relieved of 
bis command and commission and appointed Director of Civil Aviation, Married 
8 daughter of Shoikh Abmad-al-Shotkh Daud in «pring of 1040. 

17, Ali Jaudat—Si Hoorn 1856, Oiler in the 
ish aba 
ht oicer 

‘After the 


‘was given the pont of Mutessarit of 

witich he held till September 1922. He tok a very active part in the 
anti-mandate agitation, and was finally dikmiawed (on the advice of the High 
Commissioner) for defray he Treaaury by oder reveoue demands 


on supporters of hin political views. Ta January 1923. he was appointed 
Mutessarif of Karbala in the hope that he might be able to reconcile. the 
mujtahids. Ho wax nunuccessful, and in May waa transferred to Montafiq, whero 
hie did very well, Minister of Interior in the Askari Cabinet, November 1923- 
July 1924, and voted for the treaty. Appointed Mutessarif of Diyala, and later 
of Basra,” In early 1930 was made Director of the Ministry of the Interior. 
Minister for Finance under Nuri Pasha, March 1990. Resigned from Nuri 
Pasha’s Cabinet in September 1980, as a protest against the Anglo-Lraqi ‘Treat 
‘of that year, and his veat in the Chamber in 1981, together with Rashid Atial- 
Gilani and" Yasin-al-Hashimi in March 1992." Re-elected for Mosul 1933, 
Appointed prineipal private secretary to the King, March 1933. Racame Prime 

finister and Acting Minister of the Interior io August 1934. Was forced to 
resign in February 1085 on account of the agitation worked up against him 
throughout the eotintey by Yasin-al-Haahimi and Rashid Ali-al-Gilani. He was 
made President of the Chamber in March 1935 and appointed Traqi Minister in 
Tondon in August 1935, ‘Transferred to Paris in December 1936, 

Me cane to Bagdad on leave in October 1997 and decided not to retur to hie 
post at Paris. 

PON Appointed Minister for Foreign Afaire in Nuri-al Said's Cabinet in Apit 
1939. Resiuned with whole Cabinet in February 1940. 

After Rashid Al's coup @'Rtot in April 1941 he escaped to Basra. joined 
the Regent and accompanied His Highness to Jerusalem. He returned to Traq 
after the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion and was appointed Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in June 1941 

Resigned with the whole Cabinet in October 1941. 

Has a son, Nizar, who was educated at Downing College. Cambridge 

Appointed Traqi Minister at Washington in March 1942 
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18. Ali Mahmud Shaikh 4ti—Born 1902 Suntii Arab connected with the 
Ubaid tribe. Graduated at the Bagdad Law School in 1923 and practised as a 
lawyer for about thirteen years. He also learat to speak English and French. 
He became well known as an extreme Nationalist and contributed many articles 
to the newspaper the Fstigla! attacking British policy in Iraq. He was arrested 
in 1924 oo account of his agitation against the first Anglo-Iraqi Treaty, but was 
acquitted on trial. “He was brought before the courts again in 1030 for a similarly 

nt agitation against the Anglo-Iragi Treaty of Alliance signed 
and sentenced to a short term of imprisonment, He has twice bec 
Chamber of Deputies. He was one of the members of the delegation of Iraqi 
notables which visited Palestine and Egypt in 1996, and a short time after his 
Feturn he was appointed (through the personal infuedice of Yasin-al-Hashimi, the 
Prime Minister) to1 judgeship iu the Court of Appeal. In this post he han shown 
more talent and good sense than was to be expected from his past career 
Appointed Minister of Justice in Hikmat. Sulaiman’s reorganised’ Cabinet in 
une 1937, Resigned Avgnst 1987 and retired to the Bar, 

Banished from Bagdad by Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in November 1936, 
but was permitted to return when Nuri-al-Said formed in December 
1938. Ta Febroary 1939 he was appointed Mutessarif of Basta, whore ho soon, 
logan to make trouble for the Sheikirof Rowell. After holding this appeintinent 
for alout a year he was transferred to Bagdad to be Director-General of Customs 
and Excise: As a mutessarif he allowed his political prejudices to colour too 
deeply his administrative activities 

Appointed Minister of Juste tutional Cabinet formed by 
Rashid Ali in April 1941. Fled to Persia with the rest of the Cabinet after the 
ullapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941. Handed over to the. British 
military authorities by the Persian Government after the entey of Britiah forves 
into Persia in September 1941. Imprisoned in Ahwaz and thesios sent to Southern 
Rhodesia for internment. Sent back to Traq and handed over to the Traqi court 
for trial in March 1942, 


19. Ali Memtaz—Born 1901. Sunni of Bagdad. Belongs to the Daftari 

family. Graduated at Bagdad Law College and entered Government sorvice it 

1920, Married a daughter of Yasin-al-Hashimi in 1938. Appointed Director 

General of Revenues in 1935, but was obliged to leave Iraq for a. time whon Bakr 

Sidqi overthrew Yusin-al-Hanhimi's Government in 1930. In January 1989 he 
ted eneral of Revenuica hy Nuri-al-Said's Cabinet, 

Appointed Minister of Finance in the Cabinet formed by Taha al Mashin 

Resigned with the whole Cabinet in April after Rashid Alia 
Ta May 1041 he was appointed director of the newly-created 
Bank, and in October he became Minister of Finance in the Cabinet 
formed by Nuri-al-Said, 

20, A min-al-Umari—Born Mosul 1889 of the notable family of the Umaris. 
Passod out of the Military College i Bagdad in 1906 and then entered. the 
Artillery School in Constantinople, where he remainied for three years. Gazetted 

1909 and posted to Adana. Later he served in 1910 in 
operations against the Shammar and in 1911 and 1912 against the tribes in 
Samawa, Abu Sukhair and Ramaitha, Entered the Turkish Staff College in 1912 
Fought in the Balkan war and was mentioned in despatches for good work on 
the Chitaljab lines, After the war of 1914-17 he took part (with Jamil-al- 
Madfai) in the Arab insurrections at Deir-ez-Zor and Tell Afar. He returned 
to Mosul after the general amnesty in 1920 and joined the Iraqi army at the 
time of its formation, He was promoted Assistant Chief of the General Staff in 
1935 and General Officer Commanding the Northern Area in 1997. Tn August 
1937 he refused to carry out the orders given to him by the Goverument to arrest 
4. number of oficers charged with co-operating in Bakr Sidgis murder, and this 
sucoessful defiance brought about the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet. Soon 
after, when Jamil-al-Madfai came into office, Amin-al-Umari was transferred to 
‘command of the Bagdad District. 

‘Went to Europe on leave in the winter of 1988 to undergo medical treatment 
As a soldier he is out of date and obstinately refuses to modernise his 
tactical ideas, Was relieved of his command and placed on pension in February 
1940 because of the influence which he endeavoured to exercise in political matters 
‘outside his proper sphere 

Appointed C.G.8. in June 1941. 

Pfaced on pension in November 1941 because: it seemed that he was 
endeavouring to organise a new military clique to interfere in politics 
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21, Amin Zaki Suloiman—A Moslem (Sunni) of Turkoman ongin. Born 
1857 in Bagdad. - Recaived his military training in Istanbul and appointed secoud 
lientenant in the Turkish army in 1905. 

He joined the Lraq army in 1921 axa captain, and was, promoted major 
1926-and lieutenant-colonel im. 1990, when he was placed in command of the 
4th Lrani Infantry Battalion. 

He was promoted colonel in 1994 and appointed to the command of the 

thern Division with headquarters at Mosul, and a month later he was 
appointed quarter-master-geveral. In October 1935 he was given the command 
of the Euphrates Division, Diwaniyah. Promoted brigadier i» June 1936. 

Ho was much opposed to the Bekr Sidqi régime in 1996, He remained 
the Kup Divinion ontil August 1087, when be was appointed G.O.C Uae 
2nd Division, Kirkuk, which position be was still holding when he was appointed 
‘noting C.G.S. im March 1940.” Promoted major-geueral in June 1940. 

jis now 53 years old and is the senior officer now serving in the Iraq 
army. Isa staunch supporter of Taha-al-Eashimi, and is considered a capable 
Officer anda strict disciplinarian, but is generally unpopolar in the army with 
both officers and men, (Written in 1940.) 

Uaudr preaure from Salah Din Sabbagh, be thew in bis lot with Rashid 
‘Ali in Apell 1041 aud signed a proclamation charging the Regent with treason 
against the State. “He fled to Persia when British troops advanced on Bagdad 

tthe end of May and fell into our hands when British and Russian troops 
Cccupied Persia in August 141. After, provisional internment in Ahwaz, he 
wax tent to Southern Rhodesia, Sent back to.Trag for retrial in March 1942. 


 Arshait-at Umari.—Of the well-known Umari family of Mosul, Born 

1888 ‘Trainod ax an enginoor in the days of the Turk. Municipal engineer in 
Sal ofer during the war. Speaks French and understand 
fembor of the first Iraqi Parliament and supporter of Abdul 
i a Tea Director General of Posts and 

dad), November 1931, and 
much for the improveme 
igation in November 
ined Ali Jauclat’s Cabinet 1 

and Communications Resigned with the Cabinet in February 19 and remained 

Without a: poat until May’ 1936, whoo he wax appointed Director-General of 

Municipalities, In November 1938 he again tacame Mayor of Bagdad, in which 

Capcity he in wall known and liked by most of the foreign community, Believed 

to bo pro-British 

villowing the collapse May 1941, when Rashid 
Ali and hiv Cabinet te 5 Beg ommittee of Internal 
Security to conch an order 
‘until the return of the Regent 

fh, November 1941 he was reappointed Lord Mayor of Bagdad, Hx done 
much to embellish Bagdad by opening wp new roads and laying out public 
gardens. 

24. Asim-al-Nagib, Suiyid—The fourth son of Saiyid Abdul Rahman and 
younger brother of Saiyid Mahmud. Born Bagdad 187%, Appointed Naqib on 
the death of Saiyid Mahmud in July 1936. A man of little character, but be has 
suievexafally acquired the conventional appearance of a Sunni Alim and holy man. 


24. Ata Amin—Born 1807. Appointed secretary to the Tragi Legation in 
London, September 1932, on tratiafer from a consalar post at Angura 

Tn the summer of 1933 it was discovered that be had, while in Turkey, 
married one of the sisters of the Amir Zaid, the Iragi Minister in Angora and 

nnger brother of King Faisal," This was regarded as a scandal at the time, 
tater on he was forgiven. Appointed first secretary to the Traqi Legation 
‘at Rome, October 1034, Transferred to London. as counsellor in August 1985, 
Transferred to Paris as chargé d'affaires in August 1988 and to Berlin in 
ry 1939. 
Fepriay ly 1030 he returied to Rome and remained there until Tone 140. when 
he was transferred to London as chargé d'affaires. 

25. Babekr Agha.—A powerful chief of the Pizhder (Kurdish) tribe of Qalah 
Diza (on the Loner Zab Haver, north of Suleiman), Has always been honest 
‘and friendly in his dealings with the Government, whether British or Iraqi. 
fable and most estimable man, who has been liked and respected by all who have had 
lose contact with him. 


His rival for tribal influence is Abbas Mahmud Agha, who has always tended 
to be against the Goverament, Both, however, visited Bagdad in October 1993 
‘and protested their loyalty and obedience to the Iraqi Government 

He behaved well after the Iraqi Government established normal adminis 
ration in the Pizhder area in 1938. 

On. the outbreak of hostilities between Rashid Ali's rebel Government and 
the British forces in May 1941, Babekr Agha, together with Sheikh M 
many of the Sulaimani tribal ‘chiefs, planned a revolt aga 
Rashid Ali's régime was, however, overthrown before their plans could 
materialise 

He visited the arobassudor in December 1941 and pledged himself to act 
Always under British guidance. 

20. Daud-al-Haidari—Sunni of Bagdad, Born abont 1880, Son of Ibrahim 
Effendi, ex-Sheikh-al-Islam. ‘The family comes trom Axbil, where Ibrah 
Effendi has a small property. Daud Pasha was a Deputy 
to the Sultan Abdul Hamid, Speaks Turkish betler th 
Constantinople during the war, and returned to Bagdad in 1921. Appointed, 
October 1925, Amin-al-Umana (Chamberlain) in the King’s palace. Member for 
Arbil in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and Vice-President. Voted for 
ihe treaty 1894. Hazh-al Shab and opposed treaty of 1928, Minister for Justice 
‘under Taufiq Suwaidi, April-November 1920. Disliked and distrusted in Arbil. 

Re-elected to Chamber of Deputies to represent Arbil in general election of 
1980, but has not held Cabinet appointment since Taufiq Suwaidi's Cabinet 
ronighed in August 1929. In 1980 became lawyer for the British Oil Development 
Company in Bagdad, and has done quite well out of this work. Was not elected 
to the Chamber in the elections of 1 

Appointed Traqi Minister at Tehran in June 1941. Appointed Minister of 
Justice in Febroary 1942, 


27. Dowd-at-Sadi, Saiyid Swink of Bagdad. Worn ubont 1887. Prominent 
extromist. Lawyer, "Usually connected with all Nationalist agitations and 
intrigues. Plected to the Chamber for Hillah in August 1038. 

Appointed public prosecutor in August 1936 by Yaxin-al-Hashimi’n Cabinet 
Resigned in December after Vasin fall 

Hlected to the Chamber for Kut in December 1987 and again In June 109 
Baniished fron Bagdad by Jamil-al-Mndfai in December 1938, but returned as 
s00n a Nari-al-Said became Prime Minister 

An active aupporter of Rashid Ali in 1941, he to Perain at th gid of 

after the collapse of Rashid Ali's robellion. He wax handed aver to the 

tary authorities hy the Persian Government after the entry of British 
eraia in September 1941, Imprisoned at Ahwaz and thea went t0 
Southern Rhodesia for internment 

28. Padhit Jamali, Dr—Born Kai 8) Faueated ut tho 
University of Beirut 1021-27, Columbia University, New York, 
Wrote a thesis on education among the tribes for his doctorate, On 
his return to Iraq he was appointed to the Ministry of Education, — Ln 1933. he 
was made Director-General of Instruction. He haa « natural predilection for 

American methods and is a disciple of Mr. Dewy. 

In early 1938 he was invited by the British Council to vinit the United 
Kingdom to study British edacational methods. He was well entertained, and 
shown the best colleges and schools of all kinds. Asa result be bucame far more 
favourably disposed tawards British educatio 

Although he pas as pro-Briteh and has generally cllaboraed ina friendly 
manner with the embassy in developing the work of the British Council, he 
cannot escape responsibility for the deplorable state of education in Ita." He 
is determined to do his utmost to resist. British influence and has opposed the 
appointment of a British adviser and tho establishment of a boarding school on 
public school lines under British control, 


29. Fakmi-ol-Mudarris—Born about 1874. Superintendent of the Gover 
ment press under the Turkish régime. Joined the Atnir Foisal in Syria and was 
with hitn in London in 1920. Appointed Chamberlain on King Feisal’s accession, 
Was in close touch with the extreme Nationalists in 1922, and at the High 
Commissioner's request was dismissed from the Palace. In June 1924 he was 
sppointed rector of the AVal-Bait Theological Colles, at ost this pas in 1800 
when the college was closed. In March 1982 he was expelled from Bagdad to 
“Arbil on acconnt of his subversive political activities, bat was permitted to return 
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to the capital « month later. ‘Since then be has not been prominent in politics, 
but frequently contributes articles to the press in which he expounds Nationalist 
views. 

Appointed rector of the Al-al-Bait Theological College in 1937. Was placed 
‘on pension a year later. 


80. Faris Agha—Chieftain of the Zibar tribe (Kurds), who lives at Huki in 

the Aqra district. From the time of the British oceupation of the Mosal liwa in 

1 1053, he has a stormy record of hostility towards the authority of 

ment. Since 1923 he has been quieter. though he and his tribesmen are 

always a perpetual danger to the peace of the Agra district, and the local 

‘authorities have litle real authority among his villages. He has an old feud with 

Ahmad of Barzan, whose territory lies adjacent to that of Faris on the opposite 

side of the Greater Zab River. Elected Deputy in February 1937, but lost his seat 
in the elections of June 1939. 


SL Henna Khaiyat—Syrian Catholic of Mosul. Born 1884. Medical 
diploma at Beirut and Paris, much medical and administrative experience and 
‘extremely ablo on both sides. “Head of the Mosul Hospital under the Government 
‘of Occupation, Appointed Minister of Health 1921, When the Ministry was 
abolished in 1923 he accepted the post of Director of Medical Services. Speaks 
xcllent French, | Appointed Direvtor General in the Ministry for Foreign 
‘Affaire October 1981. Appointed Inspector-General of Health in'1933. Became 
director of the Bagdad General Hospital and dean of the Royal Medical Coll 
in September 194, Appointed Tnspector-General of Health September 193} 
Inspector. General of the Ministey of Social Affairs in December 1930 

Placed on pension at the end af 1940, Reappointed Director-General of the 
Ministry of Social Affairs aud Director-General of Health in July 1041 

32, Hikmat, Sulaiman—Sunni. Born 1886. or of Kdveation in 
Bagdad under the Turks, Also Assistant Govern ber of C.UP. Was in 

nxtantinople at the time of the occupation, Returned in January 1021 and was 
8 candidate for the Ministry of Education. Made Director of Posts in April 
1922 and Director-General of Posts and Telegraph in April 1923, Minixter of 

ior in the wcoud Sadun Cal Lost his seat in the Chamber in the 
retwral election of 1990, bat became Minister for Interior in March 1938 
nod from Cabinet with Rashid Ali in October 1983, and from Chamber 
He played un active part in organising intensive. opposit 
jinet in the early months of 1985, but refused ollice in the Cal 
med by Yasin Posha after Ali Jaudat’s fall. Paid a long visit to Turkey 
ummor of 1985 and returned full of praise for modern Turkish methods, 
In the autumn of 1935 he was offered the portfolio of the Ministry of Jurtice, but 
did not accopt it. Is very influential in political circles, where his intell 
muich respected. 

Tn October 1996 he joined with Bakr Sidqi in the plot which resulted 
sncowsaful military revolt against Yasin-al-Hashimi’s Government, and upon 
Yasin's resignation he became Prime Minister. He remained in’ office until 
Auigust 1997 when, after the murder of Bakr Sidqi, he and his Cabinet resigned. 
‘Asa Prime Minister be was disappointing. His intentions were excellent. 
hhis impatience with detail and administrative routine, coupled with the malign 
influence exercised by Bakr Sidqi over the Cabinet, prevented him from achieving 
anything of importance. 

‘All mannered man of wi ona ~ 

1938, though he took no active part in polities, be was on the alert to 

Nini abSald Prom foigeatig to pow. When Hurt-al Seta forma a Gorort 
ment in December 1998; he sent messages of goodwill to Hikmat and later calls 
were wged between Hikmat and Sabah, Nuri’s sm. In spite of their 
reconciliation, he was arrested early in March 1989, tried by court-martial for 
treason and sentenced to death. ‘This was at the same time commuted to five 
years’ imprisonment, In the summer of 1939 he was removed to Salaimani, where 
the was interned in. « comfortable biouse. 

Tn April 1941 was released by Rashid Ali and allowed to go to Persia, where 
he remained throughout the May rebellion. He afterwards returned to Bagdad 
and gradually began to take part in social life 

38. Husain Fausi-bin-Hassun— Sunni of Kurdish origin. Born in Bagdad 
in 1889, Entered the Military College in Istanbul and received a commission in 
the Turkish army in 190.” Joined the Iraqi army (artillery) in May 1922. 
Promoted major 1925. He has passed the Senior Officers’ Coarse at Belganra, 


India, and bas twice been attached to units in England for training, Promoted 
fieutenant-colonel in 1920 and colonel in 1983. In 1934 be was appointed 
Commandant of the Staff School, Bagdad, and in February 1035 he was given the 
‘command of the Northern District. In August 1935 he became a brigadier, and 
in November 1996 be was made G.O.C., 1st Infantry Division, A. pleasant man 
with good manners. He speaks good English. He had. nothing to do. with the 
ilitary revolt of October 1936. After the murder of Bakr Sidqt in August 1037 
he was appointed Chief of the General Staff. Relieved of his appointment and 
placed on pension in February 1940 for interference in politics 


4. Ibrahim Kamal—Sunni. Born 1895, Captain in the Shereefian army 
‘A very good officer in the fcid, where he commanded battalion, Wounded at 
the first battle of Maan, Legal officer to O.C., Damascus, under Feisal’s régime. 
Came to Iraq. with Jamil-al-Madfai in 1019 making propaganda for the 
Shereefians, Was afterwards at Dair, bat not known to haye participated in the 
attack oo Tall Afar. He was in Damascus in April 1921, Int, subsequently 
returned to Iraq, and was said to be engaged in inciting people against any form 
of British cootrel., Was appointed commandant of police, Bagdad on tho resigna 
tion of Abdul Latif Feluki. He did well in some ways aud kept excellent 
discipline, but was removed aft complaints of yarious kinds, After 
leaving the police he tok up al profession. Entered Parliament 
Nationalist, but later gave up polities for a well-paid and influential pont 
Ministry of Finance. Since then he has given no trouble. Appointed Director: 
General of Customs and Excise in June 19 
Proved to be a very efficient director. In November 1936, after Hikmat 
Sulaiman had bad Rastam Haidar removed. Ibrahim Kamal was appointed 
rincipal private sceretary to King Ghazi. He was not happy in thix post for 
Feng and in July 1987 reverted to the Customs Department ar Dineator-General 
In August 1937 he joined Jamilal: Madfai's Cabinot as Minister of Finance. 
Concluded cotvention for the south of Iraq with the Iraq Petroleum 


Company. 

‘Resigned with whole Cabinet in December 1938 after the military coup made 
against them by Nuri-al-Said 

Tried by court-martial in February 1040 for being an accessory to the murder 
of Rustam Haidar and acquitted. 

‘Appointed Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of Justice 
Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in June 1941, after the collapee o 
rebellion, A realist with strony bec isfied Wi 
tent’s weaktiess atnd vacitla lealing with the removal af pro-Nazi elet 
in the army and Adminixtration and resigned from the Cabinet in September 
1944 

35. Jafar, Abu Timman—Shiah of Bagdad. Born bent 1885, Well 
educated, with a good deal of influence. Always a strong Nationalist, he joined 
with Yasuf Suwaidi, Muhammad Sadr, Sheikh Abmad Daud and Ali Bazirgan 
in the independence movement of 1920 aind actively incited the tribes to rebellion 
He evaded an attempted arrest in August 1920 and fled from Bagdad to Najaf. 
Returned in September 121 and was energetic in promoting all Nationalist 
movements, especially the anti-mandate agitation. Minister of Commerce from 
‘April 1823 il the end of June, when he resigned aftr a prolonged opposition 
to the terms of the treaty. He then onganised the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist 
party), of which he became general secretary. He was subsequently arrested and 
Aeported to Henjam, where he remained tilf May 1923. On his return to Bagdad 
he relapsed for a time into private life, and refused to join the Shiah Hizb-al 
Nahdhab. Returned to politics on his election to the Chamber in a Bagd: 
by-election June 1925. Reformed the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist. party) 
September 1928. Telegeaphed congratulations to the Labour party on their 
‘success in the general election in England in 1920. Lost his seat in the Chamber in 
the election of 1930, bat remained active as the secretary-general of the Nationalist 
party. Resigned from the Nationalist party in October 1933, declaring that he 
tras withdrawing from politics until there should be a change of heart among those 
in public life. He returned to active politics in January 1035. and joined with 
Yosin-al-Hashimi and Rashid Ali-al-Gilani in attacking Ali Jaudat's Cabinet, 
He did not, however, join them in the Cabinet formed after the latter's 
Texgnation,” Elected present of the Bagdad Chamber of Commers in November 
1 


‘During the summer of 1936 he became an active critic of Yasin-al-Hashimi’s 
Administration and led a deputation to King Ghazi to protest against the severity 





























































































































of the measures taken by the Government to suppress tribal disorders it 
Diwaniyah. In October, after Bakr Sidqi’s successful military revolt, he joined 
Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet as Minister for Finance 
In June 1937 he resigned as a protest against the influence of Bakr Sidqi 
Cabinet affairs and the undue severity with which he considered that the 
pvernment were conducting punitive operations against the tribes in Samaw 
Made a Senator in February 1987, but lost his seat in the summer of the same 
year under article 31 of the Constitution 
38, Jafar Hamandi—Born 1804. At the time of the outbreak of war ia 
1014 he was a school-teacher in Bagdad: After the war he graduated at the 
Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a junior judge 
Later ho was given an appointment in the Ministry of Justice. In 1930 he was 
transferred to the Ministry of the Interior and became kaimakam of Najaf, then 
after serving in several other districts he was made Mutessarif of Kut in 1998 
and was Inter transferred to the sume post in Hilla. He was appointed Minister 
sation it Hikmat Solaiman’s Cabinet in June 1987. Resigned in August 
1997, and in September he wax appointed Director-General of tribal affairs in 
the Ministry of the Interior. 
Appointed Mutessarif of Kut September 1938, and tranaferret to Muntafiq 
February 1999, to Kerbala in September 1959 
‘Appointed Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai 
in June 1941 after the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion. Resigned with the 
Whole Cabinet in October 1941, 
‘Appointed Mutessarif of Bagdad in December 1941 


87. Jalal BabonKurd of the Baban family. Born 1592. 
Iw early days of British occupation he was actively amooiated with ex! 
Nationaliats and was deported to Henjamn in 1920, Released in 1021. Appointed 
anual su 1923 nod foatinued to serve inthe civil administration, hekding the 
posts of mutessarit in Nasiriyah, Karbala and Arbil until November 1982, when 
fo became. Minister for Economies and Communications in Naji Shavkat's 
Cabinot. Became Minister for Defence under Rashid Ali-al-Gilani in March 
Reexigned with the Intter in October 198, Appointed Minister for Educa 
n February 19894, resigned with Jamil-al-Madtai's Cabinet in August 1934, 
Xl was appointed Director-General of the Ministry of Finance in December 
10. Transferred to be Director-General of the Mivistey of 
Communications in June 1935, Appointed Director-General of 
Docernber 1936, 
Tn Anguxt 1997 he joined Jamil-alMadfai's Cabinet 
Feonomica and Communicitions, Made a Senator. Resigned in May 1938 on 
account of insinuations made by his colleagues (niet without reason) that he 
made a corrupt agreement with 3 Government road contractor. — Appointed 
Minister of Communications and Works in September 1939; rexigned with whole 
Cabinot in. February 1940. 
‘Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet of Jamil 
Madfat in June 1941, Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 1941 


38. Jamal Baban.—A Kurdish lawyer. Born 1800. Served for some time 
as a judge in the Northern Liwas, Became Deputy for Arbil in the general 
flection of 1928. Appointed Minister for Justice im Nuri Pasha's Cabinet March 
1030, Resigned with Nuri Pasha in October 1982, Reappointed Minister for 
‘Suatice in Jamil Madfai's Cabinet in November, 1933. Retained his portfolio 
‘when Jamil-al-Madfai reformed his Cabinet in Rebrunry 1934 and remained 
the Ministry of Justice in Ali Jaudat's Cabinet formed in August 1994. Resigwed 
With the whole Cabinet in February 1935, and in October joined the party 
Organised by Jamil-al-Madfai to oppose Yasin Pasta, Owed his continued 
presence in successive Cahinets perhaps more to the tradition that each Cabinet 
Inst, have one Kurd than to his personal abilities 

Returned for Arbil in the elections of June 1930 

‘After practising as an advocate, returned to public life again by his appoint 
ment as Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in 
October 1941. 

$90, JamilalRawi—A Bagdadi; born 1892, officer in the Turkish army 
Served in the Shereefian forces during the Arab revolt, Chief aide-de-camp to King 
‘Ali in Jedda, ad came to Iraq with His Majesty after Ibn Sand's conquest of the 
Hejaz. Elected Deputy for Dulaim in the general election of 1928, became vice- 
president of the Taqaddum party and Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies. 
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Minister for Communications and Works in Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet formed in 
March 1930. Became Minister for Defence in January 1931, but Jost hik portfolio 
then Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1981. Appointed Mutessarif 
of Kirkuk July 1932. Transferred to Kut in October 1985, His servives were 
dispensed with by the Hashimi Cabinet in March 1996, In December 1936 he 
was in Jerusalem and in touch with the Grand Mufti and the Arab movement in 
Palestine, Appointed Iraqi Chargé d’ Affaires in Jedda September 1939. 
‘Appointed consul-general at Jerusalem in Jaly 1941. Withdrawn in tho 
‘autumn of 1941 and now unemployed. 


40, Jamil-al-Matfai—Of Mosul, born about 1880. Led th 
June 1030 came from Dair and called upon the tribes to rise agai 
in the name of tho Sheteef. Entered Tall Afar after the murder of Captain 
Stuart, which he had instigated. Styled himself leader of the Northern Mesopo: 
tamian army. On the approach of Biritieh troops from Mosul returned to Dai 
Returned to Iraq 1923. Soon after, appointed mutessarif and saw service in 
homber of diflerent liinas. Appointed Minister for the Interior under Nuri Pasha 
in March 1931, Became President of the Chamber in December 1930, follow inys 
Jafar Pasha’s resignation, Resigned October 1931, at the same time resigning 
from Nuri Pasha’s party as a protest against the high-handed actions of Muzahitn 
Beg Al Pachachi, then Minister for the Interior. Composed his quarrel with 
Nari Pasha in November and was reelected President of the Chamber on the 
B0th November. Again elected President in November 1932 and March 1033, 
Became Prime Minister in November 1938. Resigned in February 1934, but 
resumed office with a reforised Cabinet about ten days later. Resigned again in 
‘Angust. 1934, but accepted portfolio af Defetice in Cabinet which was then formed 
by Ali Jaudat, Became Prime Minister in March 1935, but was forced to resign 
by Yasin Pasha’s agitation in the Euphrates after being in office for only twelve 
days. In October 1935 revived the party of National Unity as an opposition to 
Yasin Pasha's Cabinet, but received little support. Declined an invitation. to 
join the Cabinet formed by Hikraat 1 in October 1030, Tn the winter 
‘of 1936-37 he went to the Yeinet to-obt wssion af the Iioam to the Pa 
‘of Arab Brotherhood, signed by Sandi Arabia and Iraq in April 1936, and in 
August 1937, after the resignation of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet, he became 
Prime Minister 

He lacks administrative ability, but ix a figure in the polition! world, Ix 
generally popular because he expreses his opinion in an honest, dow 
manner, 

Throughont 1988 he held his Cabinet together and carried on the govern 
ment of the country in difficalt circumstances with sticoess. Forced to resis on 
the 25th December. 1988, by a military demonstration organised by Husain Favzi, 
the Chief of the General Staff, and Taba-al-Hashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Said. 
Continues to enjoy considerable political influence. 

When Rashid Ali seized power by a coup d°Rtat at the beginning of April 
1041, Jamil Madfai fled to Basra, where he joined the Regent. Both narrowly 
tecaped caplre by the Tragi rebel troops and took refuge on n British Warship. 
Thence they were flown to Palestine, where Jamil Madfai remained during 
Rashid Ali's rebellion of May. He returned to Iraq with the Regent on the 
collapse of the rebellion. and after considerable hesitation was persuaded to form 
& Cabinet, Faced with the difficult task of restoring public confidence and 
security, he showed that he had. lost his former resolution and. energy. An 
ageing man, susceptible to the intervention of others, he inclined towards a 
tlicy of appeareient and refrained from drastic action against the pro-Naei 
elements. Within these limits, howaver, he co-operated loyally with His 
Majesty's Government, and during the four months of his premiership. con 
ditions in Traq were largely restored to normal. Feeling sunable, however, 
carry out the policy of strong action which was pressed on hin from many si 
Jamil Madfai, together with the whole Cabinet, resigned in October 1941 


—Sunni of Bagdad. Brother of Himid-al-Wadi, aide- 
de-camp ir Abdullah, and Shakir-al-Wadi, formerly aide-de-camp to 
the Inte King Feisal. 4 

Appointed a jude in 1923 and became director of the Land Reyistry Depart 
tment (Tapu) in 1931 “ 

Appointed Minister for Justice November 1982. Resigned with Cabinet 
March 1933. Appointed Director-General of State Domains Lands (in_ the 
Ministry of Finance) October 1988, Returned to the Ministry of Justice in June 
1934 as member of the Court of Cassation, and a month later was appointed 
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Chief Public Prosecutor, Appointed Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs 
in April 1936. 

Appointed principal private secretary in the Palace in July 1897, but last 
this post when Hikiat Salaiman’s Cabiet fell, and was passed into obscurity 
as amt inspector in the Ministry of Justice 

Appointed Director-General of Tapa in January 1988, and of Land Settle 
ment in Angst 1999 when the latter Department was amalgamated with Tap 

Land Settlement was taken away from him in the auturan of 1941. Dishonest 
and corrupt. 

42. Kamit Chadirji—Sunni, born Bagdad, 1901, brother of Rauf Chadirji 
His sister is the wife of Mahinud Subhi-al-Daftari. Educated locally and 
ginduated at the Law School, For a short tine he held a minor post in the 
Ministry of Finance, but soon gave up the civil service for journalism and 
political agitation. In 1930 he was editor of Al IkAa-al-Watani, and his paper 
Was suppressed for its attacks on Nuri Said’s Government. He later edited 
Al Akhbar, which suflered the samo fate as Al Ikha-al-Watani. In May 1934 
he was convicted and fined £20 for publishing false news in a third newspaper, 
Samt-al-A hati, of which he was the responsible editor. In September of the sa 
Year he was arrested and charged with the publication of pamphlets attacking 
King Ghazi, but he was rek few days later aa there was no evidence against 
him. He holds left. w ical questions. He was 

pointed Minister for Economies and Communications in the Cabinet formed 
Hikmat Sulaiman in October 1936, 
He resigned in June 1937 on account of his disapproval of the 
y on the Euphrates and left the country for sever 
the autumn he hax been suspected of encouragi 
propaganda, 

43, Khalid Sulaimen—Brothor of Hikmat Sulaiman (7.r), Norn 1877, 
Returned in 1926 from Constantinople, where he had spent toot of his life in 
commores. Was Minister for Edwation under Tanfiq Suwaidi in April. 1099, 
In the rexhafle of portfolios which followed Abdul Mubsin Beg le 
November 1029, Khalid Boy wax mado Minister for Irrigation and Agricaltu 
under Naji Pasha Suwaida, A pleasant, honest and likeable man, but has no 
influence in politics. Appointed Director-General, Public Works Department, 
January 1032, ‘Transferred to be Director-General of Posts and Telographe in 
Soptomber 1034, Appointed Traqi Mininter at Tehran March 1985, 

Retired in March 1939 and now lives on his pension. 


44, Khalil Trmcil—Sonni of Bagdad, Born 190, Graduate of Law 
dad. Held various ponitions under the Mi Interior 
nd Secretary to. the Cabinet. 1982, 
st) 1935. Director-General of Educati 
reawonable, ap nglinh. well 
Appointed Director-General in the Ministry for Fore! 
1937, but in October he was sent to be Mutessarif of Amat 
Director-General of Ministry of the Tnterior September: 1938. 
Appointed Director-General of Awqaf in 1940. Appo 
General of Census in October 1941 


45, Khushaba, Matik—Assyrian chieftain of the Lower Tiari tribe, aged 
about 65. Presbyterian, and generally in disagreement with Mar Shimun,” Well 
educated by American missionaries at Urumia. A striking personality with a 
romantic record as fighter and leader. Supported the Iraqi Government in their 
efforts to settle the Assyrians satisfactorily in Iraq and thereby incurred the bitter 
enmity of Mar Shimun. Many of his followers were, however, qaite innocently 
massacred in August 1083 in spite of their friendly attitude towards the Iraq 
Government. He desires to leave Iraq, but does not wish to be resettled in the 
‘same place as Mar Shiman, 

Since hope of moving all the Assyrians from Iraq has been abandoned, Malik 
Khushaba has settled down {0 a quiet life in his village. 


48. Mahmud Subhi Daftari—Sunni of Bagdad. Lawyer. Born 1690, Went 
with his father to Constantinople during the occupation and returned in 1919. 
Appointed Amin-al-Asimah (Mayor of Bagdad) April 1980, but was dismissed 
in September 1931. Appointed principal of the Law School November 1931. but 
resigned immediately after hix appointment. Became Director-General of Taptt 
December 1982 and Amin.al-Asimah October 1953. Transferred to the Ministry 
of the Interior as Director-General of Municipalities in November 1996, He soon 
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quarrelled with Arshad-al-Umari, the Amin-al-Asimab, and resigned. Ho was 
made a Senator in October 1937. 

Pleasant, well intentioned and noticeably more moderate in politics than in 
his earlier days. 

‘Became Minister of Justice in Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in December 
1935, but devoted more attention to his entertaining than to his official duties. 
‘Resigned February 1940 with whole Cabinet. 

lade a Senator in 1940. 

47, Mahrut-bin-Hadhihal, Shaikh—Chief of the Amarat, Auaiza (Arab) 
tribe of Iraq. He succeeded his father in 1927. Born about 1806, Intensely 
proud, but wiser than he appears to be. He has endeavoured to maintain good 
Telations with the Iraqi Government, though the Nationalist element in Bagdad 
regard him with some suspicion on account of his father's close friendship with 
the British. His tribal area is from the Euphrates southwards to the Nejd 


He obtained a good contract for the supply of labour on the Haifa~Bagdad 
road in 1940. Daring Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941 be lost control of hi 
tribe, parties of which attacked and looted some of the read camps, 


48 Mahmud, Shaikh—Of the family of Barzinja Sayyidis, He has 
inherited from his father and grandfather great tribal and religious influence 
throughout Southern Kurdistan, He was made Hukumdar of Suletmani in 1018, 
shortly after the British occupation. In Jutic 1919 he revolted against British 
‘authority. was wounded and deported to Henjam Island in the Persian Gulf, 


inst hit 

and Arhil Provinces. Saleimani was reoceapied in 1924, but Sheikh Mahmud was 
‘not bronght to terms until 1927. These were that he was to alwtain from politics 
and live outside Traq in one of his Persian villages close to the border. He chose 

iran and stayed there quietly until 1930, when an outbreak of Kurdish 

tionalist feeling in Suleimani again tempted him into the political arena, 
‘Air and ground forces had again to be sent against him, and on the 3tst May 
ihe mirrendored at Panjwin. He was granted an allowance and sent to live at 

lia. "From there he was later removed to Ramadi, and in the summer of 1933 
he was permitted to take a house in Bagdad. He receivos an allowance of 
900 rupees a mouth from the Iraq Government. He has three sons, Rauf, Baba Ali 
And Latit Raf is quiet and industrions and ism pindent inthe Law Col 
Elected Deputy for Sulaimani in December 1988 and again in June. 193 
Baba Ali, after comp his secondary schooling at Victoria College in 
Alexandria, was sent to Columbia University, New York, to study political 
ono, On hie return in 1998 he was given cmplovment i che rallwayy, Lait 
ih the pet of his father, and will follow closely in his footsteps, if he has a chance 
to do 90, 

His properties in Sulaimani were confiscated In 19:31, but restored by wpocial 
Act of Parliament in December 1938, 

Towards the end of May 1941, daring Rashid Ali's rebellion, Shaikh 
Mahmud escaped from Bagdad, and in company with Abbas-i-Salim, brother 
of Babeke Agha (7.0.) he raised a tribal force to attack Sulaimani with the object 
fof ejecting Rashid Ali's officials. Before their plans could materialise, however, 

id Ali jon collapsed and most of the chieftains returned. home 
Shaikh Mahmud himself endeavoured to exploit the occasion, to, obtain conces: 
sions to the Kurds, but he was persuaded in the end.to disporse his followers 
and to settle down in Darikella, one of bis in Barzian. His youngest 
and favourite son, Latif, who is restless ond unreliable, was brought. to Bagdad 


to keep him out of mischief 


49, Mar Shimun—Eshai, Mar Shimon, Patriarch of the Assyrians 
(Catholicos of the Chuvch in the East). k t 

‘Born about 101, Succeeded t6 the patriarchate in 1920 when a child. 
Educated in England at a seminary in Canterbury. Since coming of age and 
assuming the aathority of his esition, Mar Shiman has actively fostered 
Giontegt among the Adsyrians... Whatever bie position as the bead of a spiritual 
Gmmunity, bis temporal authority i not acknowledged by a lange number of 
Assyrians, esti ‘at a maximum at 12,000. His aim has been to establish the 


whole community in a compact enclave under his own spiritual and temporal 
[24205 ) a 
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muithority, He was the inspirer of the mutiny of the levies in 1982 and of the 
exodus fo Syria in 1983. Deported by the Iraq Government in the summer of 
1933, he was given an asylum in Cyprus, where his father David and his aunt 
Surma joined him, In October 1933 he went to Geneva to protest to the League 
of Nations against the massacre of Assyrians which followed the Assyrian attack 
on the Iraq army at Dairabun (Faishkhabur) in August 1933, and in November 
‘went to England to obtain support from friends and sympathisers there. On his 
deportation King Feisal granted him and his family a provisional allowance of 
‘8780 a year, subject to his correct behaviour. This allowance was stopped by 
King Ghazi in the summer of 1934 on account of the propaganda which 
Mar Shimun persistently carried on against Iraq 
While paying lipseevice to the League of Nations and always ready. to 
etition that body on behalf of the Assyrians, he has proved: disloyal to its 
cisions whenever they have conflicted with his personal ambition By preferring 
temporal power to spiritual leadership, he has feen the means of inflicting mud 
neodless suffering on a deserving people. During the year 1934 he was mostly in 
igland, paying several visits to Geneva when Assyrian affairs were under 
He romained in Hurope throughout 125 and 1836, spending much 
ondon, 
Tn 1930 he wax granted British naturalisation and went to live in Cyprus 
50, Manlud Mukhlis.—Sunni. Born about 1875. A fine soldier, he behaved 
with great gallantry with the Sharifian army and was badly wounded. His 
exploits do not lose in the telling. Served in Syria and was sent in 1920 to Dair, 
whens tho agreement between the British Governmnt of Oceupation aud the Arab 
Government was reached under his auspices in April. A hot Nationalist, he 
continued to spread anti-British propaganda mong the tribes until he was 
recalled by King Feisal in June. Remained in Syria after the fall of the Arab 
Government and returned to Bagdad in July 1921. He lost no time in joining the 
xtreme Nationalist group. ‘There was no post to offer im in the Tra army, but 
ho was given some land near ‘Tikrit and. settled down to cultivate. it, with 
geeanional visite to Bagdad and Mosul to take part in Nationalist activities In 
May 1023 he was appointed Mutessarif of Karbala, to deal with the Ulema. He 
in to administrator, but he kept things quiet at the time of the exodus of the 
imaptoids, An impulsive maa, who allows is pan-Arab sentimeat to rule bis 
actions. He was bitterly hostile to the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman in 
October 1987 after Bakr Sidqi’s coup a Etat and openly condemned the murder of 
Jafar Pasha. In February, 1937 an. attempt was made to assassinate him and 
threo of Bakr Sidqi’s aides-de-camp were suspected. Maulud then went to live in 
Syria, but returned soon after Bakr Sidqi’s murder in August 1937. Has been 
Senator aince 1025. 
He was elected president of the Chamber in December 1997 
Attended the Arat: Parliamentary Conference on Palestine arranged by 
Alubbo Pasha in Cairo in the summer of 1938 
Re-elected President of the Chamber November 1998 and again in June and 
November 1939. 
‘Was not reelected in November 1941 


1 he accompanied Nuri Pasha to Mecea ti Traq-Nejd '* Bon- 
Vofsinage”* Ayreement. Tn the autumn of 1932 he went again to Mecca, this 
time to take up a post as jodicial adviser to King Abdul Azz 
remained in Arabia for about a year and then returned to . 
hhe was appointed first secretary in the Iraqi Legation in Tehran. ‘Transferred 
to be consul at Beirut in May 1935. Appointed consul-general at_ Bombay 
December 1986. Dismissed from the Foreign Service in November 1937. 


‘Remained in Syria until Jannary 1939 when he returned to Iraq. Returned 


to the Foreign Service in February 1039 and posted to Paris as chargé d'affaires. 
‘Transferred to be consul-general at Damascus June 1099 
‘Transferred. to Istanbul as consul-general in July 1941. Recalled in 
November. A heavy drinker, with unsavoury habits, he is not a good consular 
officer and is suspected of pro-Nazi sympathies. 
52. Muhammad Ali Mahmud—Sunni. Born 1895, A lawyer who has served 
in many posts under the Ministry of Justice, including that of Director-General 


of the Ministry, Director-General of Tapu and judge of the Court of Appeal 
Elected to the Chamber as Deputy for Bagdad in 1086 and for Arbil in 1036. 
Has twice been elected Vice-President of the Chamber and held the post of 
ghaieman ofthe Finance Comitts in 1957. Appointed Minister of Finance in 
ikmat Sulaiman's reformed Cabinet in June 19%}7. He resigned in August 195 
With the whole Cabinet ne Fee 
Elected Depaty for Arbil December 1937 but lost his seat in June 1939. 
Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet formed 
by Rasbid Ali in April 1941. On the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion nt the 
d 941 he fle to il was handed over by the Persian Govern: 
nilitary authorities in September 1941. Imprisoned a 
‘and subsequently sent to Souther Rhodesia mite rif 


Mutammad Amin Zaki—A Kurd of Sulaimani. Born 1880. Well 
gilucated and speaks French, German and English. Formerly staff officor in 
‘Turkish army. Was made Minister for Communications and Works in November 
1926, and subsequently held the portfolios of Education and Defence, Exerted 
little influence in the Cabinets in, which he has held office. His policy is to try to 
please the Kurds by supporting Kurdish Nationalists without compromising bis 
Position with the Arabs. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the general election of 
1930. Again Minister for Economics and Communications July 1931, "Resigned 
October 1932. Appointed Director-General nomies and Communications 
March 1933, but became unemployed when this post was abolished in September 
1984. Became Minister for Eoobomics and Communications in Match 1935 in 
Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet. Resigned when the Cabiuet fell in October 1036 

Elected Deputy for Sulaimani in Decomber 1987 and again in. June 1989. 
Became Minister for Economics in March 1940 in Rashid Alls third Cabinet 

Resigned in Jely 1940 on account of severe illees 

ppointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet formed 

ty Nutval-Said in October 1941. Resigned in Febroary 1942 on account of 
‘illbealth, 


54, Muhammad Husain Kashif-al-Ghota (Saiyid)—Shinb, Alin of Naja 
One of the fow Arab Divines of im atone Naigth ma iN pela 
Attended tho Moslem Conferenes at Jerusalom in 1991 ax Iraqi delegate, 
Visited Persia on a prolonged tour in the summer of 1983, and returned to lraq 
in February 1934. In the spring of 1985 he took a prominent part in the tribal 
insurrections on the Euphrates, and gave his full support to the tribes which took 
up arms against Yasin Pasha’s Government. He hoped to persuade them to make 
aupited vith the Ulama in an attempt to force on the Government a series 
ands intended to secure for the Shiah community a greater share 
in the government of the country, He was only partially siceomslul and, after the 
dete " of the tribes by the army, he wisely withdrew to silence in the shrines 
of Najal 

ery a jihad for cae 4 tyes of 1938, 

in ) it was suspected that he had accepted money frot Germs 
Legation to foster antic British feeling. : jolt aechecdbectad 

lsstied a fatwa against the British during Rashid Ali's rebellion in Ma 
1941. His nephew, Ahamad Kashif-al-Ghata, actively supported Rashid Alt 
and was interned in August 1941 at Fao. 

55. Muhammad Ridha-al-Shabibi. Shiah of Bagdad, born abo 880. 
Belongs to-a well-known family. Member of Conatituent Assembly and Minster 
for Education in Yasin Pasha's Cabinet in 1924. Again given the portfolio of 
Education in the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1935, His reactionary 

4 with his colleagues and with the chief 
: i ry, and he resigned in September 1935, He 
bec me President of the Seat February 1 7, and was reappointed Minister for 
Education jamil-al-Mad inet in August 1937. He is president of th 
Bagdad branch of the Pea Club and his a considerable reputation asa ren et 
eters Resigned with Jamil fai in December 1938. 
___ Appointed Minister of Education in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai 
in June 1941. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 11. ” 

56. Muhammad Salih-al-Qazzaz—Baydad Mechanic. Born about 1898. 

come into prominence as a labour leader and agitator. A profes. 

jal demagogue, he always thrusts himself in the yan-of any bazaar troubles, 

and has been especially eonspicvous in encouraging discontent among the Inbour 
(24205) ue 















































































































































‘employed by the foreign companies operating in fos ee Neaing part im 


organising the boycott of the Bagdad Electric Li 
and winter of I 

uring the premiership of Yasin-al-Hashimi he was not allowed to agitate, 
vat when fiboadt Sulsinas came into lice in October 1990 Mabarnnad Salih 
became the treasurer of the Popular Reform League whicl was organised by 
Kamil Chadirji with a left-wing programme. His activities became so tiresone 
that in February 1937 be was sent to live in Ramadi, where he remained wn 
December 1937, when he was released. 


y 5 ential Shiah 
Muhammad-al Sadr, Saiyid—Born about 1885. An influential 
divine of Kadhimain. Was « violent Nationalist inthe early daya of the British 
‘occupation, and played a prominent part in the insurrection ol Je fled 
to Syria when the insurrection was put down, but returued with the Amir eis 
in Je 1921. Took an active part in the anii-mandate controversy of 1922; but 
wr the proclamation of the Constitution in 1924 greatly modified his 
SXpronted w Senator 105, and ected President ofthe Senate 830 
lias subsequently been reelected to, this position at each new session, until 
Febraary 1997, when Ridha-al Shabibi was elected instead. He was re-elected 
President of the Senate in December 1937 and again in December 1987, June 1 
and Novenber 19 ? 
* Revlected President of the Senate in November 1041 


a Shabandar—Bagdadi Sunni, born 1899 
‘Sider son of Mahmud Shabandar, a wealthy land’ and property owner of 
‘at tan to. Berlin soon after the armistice, and lived in Europe, ply in 
“uric nd Berlin, wnt the autusn of 1052, when he returned to Bagdad 
Tn January 1633 he was appointed seeretary of the permanent Iraqi delega 
a 1¢ of Nations. 
m Shan English, Freach end German, Appointed fret secretary tothe Iraqi 
fan in, Berlin in October 1936. 
veerety We TOST he wen accmed OF giving certificates of export 10 Iraq for 
munitions destined for Spain and recalled to Bagdad, where he was placed der 
rrest.In December proceedings ayainst him were dropped and it seems doobstul 
Whether thore wan ever any real evidence against him. Elected Deputy for 
Amarah, Desember 1997. ia 
weat in June 1930, Reappointed to the Diplomatic Service in Ju 
1030 and sent as Charged Affaires to Berita” Returned ta ada Octber 139, 
and war appointed Avsistant Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign 
aK i 1 Cabinet 
‘Appointed Minixtor for Foreign Affairs in the unconstitutional Cal 
formed by Rashid Alt in. April Ho es pela wad aly. mana B 
‘and sinister co-operation with Rashid Ali in his pro-Nazi inte 
THe cllapas of Tashi “Alty rebellion in May 1041, he ted to. Persin and nae 
handed over to the British military authorities in September 1941, Imprisoned 
at Ahwaz and thence sent to Southern Rhodesia for internment 


him-al-Amin Pachahji—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1855, a lawyer. 
Elect Depry for Hills in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and sat in 
the first Chamber in 1998," Minister of Communications and Works in the 
Hashim Cabinet, Angst 1924. To 1027, while in London. he made a cl study 
of British politi alld to Bagdad in February 1928 and joined the active 
Nationalists, His ideas seemed to be tinged with communisn. Was prominent 
in anti-Zionist manifestations in summer of 1829, Became Minister of Eooncaics 
and Communications in Janay 1851, and, shortly after, Minister of the Interior, 
in which poste unexpectedly gave saiefaction to his Britiah advisers.” Resign 
tober 1981 on. account of a diflrence with his elleagues rezarding his 
ismissal of the Amin-al-Asimah. Towards the end of May 1932 he was charged 
‘wth complicity i the cireulation of scurrilous anonymous letters, making alle 
Tons agatnst the personal honour of the King. Tesiue his seat in the Chamber 
And wae committed for trial with four others by Bagdad magistrate's court 
‘Acgotted in Oetoher Wis. Tn Ostnber 1034 he was appeinted Minister at Ro 
and permancnt delogate at Geneva.” In November 1835 he was roliered of hic 
ee at G inted Minister at Pa 
dati daiod in Fravee ax Minister tothe Vichy Government aftr the cllapee 
of France in 1940. Recalled in November 1941, when Traq severed relations with 
the Vichy Government. 
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80. Mustafa-al-U mari of the Umari family of Mosul. Born 1893. 
Graduated in Law School in Bagdad just before the war. Served as an officer in 
the Turkish forces fighting in Mesopotamia during the war and. wes made n 
Prisoner just before the fall of Bagdad. Recnonete tran ea 
and entered Government service. Since then he has served in the Waq¢ Depart. 
ment and in the Ministries of Finance and Interior. His posts included the 
following : kaimakam in several districts, Accountant General, Director-General 
of the Ministry of the Interior and mutessarif in a number of liwas. In 1036 
he was appointed Mutessarif of the Muntafiq liwa and in June 1937 he joined 
Hikmat Sulaiman's Cabinet as Minister of the Interior. He retained this port 
folio in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in Angust 1997. 

During the first half of 1938 he acquired a reputation for taking lange 
bribes, and, though no allegations were proved, the Prime Minister thought it 
well to transfer him to ansther Mt istry, He accordingly itive i 
October 1938. In December 1938 he resigned with th ‘Samnil-al-Madfai's 
Cabinet after the military demonstratian organised by Husain Fauzi and Taba 
al-Hashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Said. He is a Senator. 

Appointed Minister of Interior in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai 
im June 1941. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 1941 

Gl Dr, He Aril—Bagdadi, born 1895. First becam 
as cemi-official Hashimite representative in London, Continued to represent 
Hashimite interests in London until final conquest of the Hejaz by Ibn Saud, 
De. Naji then became destitute in England, and was deported to Iraq in October 
1925. In Irnq be was soon employed under the Ministry of Defence tn the Iraqi 
Military Medical Service. Appointed Iraqi Consul-Gencral and Chargéd'Afiaires 
in Jedda in August 1941, Returned to Bagdad in June 1932 to be present during 
the visit of the Amir Feisal, son of King Abdul Aziz-al-Sand, Appointed consul, 
Mohammerah, October 1932 Acting’ Director-General in the: Ministry Tor 
Foreign Affairs, April 1083. Appointed counsellor in the Legation at Tehran, 
April 1935. 

In June 1936, while on leave in Bagdad, he was appointed Master of Cere- 
monies at the palace, and accepted the portfolio of Foreign Affairs when Hikmat 
Sulaiman formed his Cabinet in October 1936, Resigned with Hikmat Salaiman 
in August 1937, and was not included in Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai. 

A pleasant man of considerable intelligence. 

62. | Naji Shaukat —Sunni of Bagdad, born 1891. Studied in Constantinople 
and became a reserve officer, Joined the Sharif and was at Aqahah with Colonel 
Lawrence, for whom he has a great admiration, Returned to Bagdad in 1919, 
Early in 1921 he was given an appointment under the Mutessarif of Bagdad, and 
sutsequently became mutessarif. He showed considerable administrative ability, 
and maintained cordial relations with his British advisers. He was appointed 
Matessarif of Kut in October 1922, of Hilla in 1923, and of Bagdad in 1924. 
Minister for Interior, June 1928, Minister for Justice, September 1929, and 
reverted to Interior in the changes which followed Abdul Mubsin's suicide. 
Appointed Traqi Minister at Angora in September 1930. Recalled to Bagdad in 
October 1931 to take up portfolio of Interior. Became Prime Minster 
November 1982, Received the Order of Grand Officer of the Crown of Ttaly in 
January 1933. Resigned premiership March 1933. Minister for the Interior 
in November 1933, resigned February 1934. Again appointed Minister at Angora 
April 1934. He accompanied Taufiq Rusta Aras, the Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, on his official visit to Bagdad in the summer of 1937, and was 
then offered a Cabinet post in Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government. He declined 
because of his objection to Bakr Sidqi 

Became Minster of the Interior in the Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in 
December 1038, but resigned in April 1939, Deputy for Bagdad in the elections 
of June 1939, . 

‘Became Minister for Justice in Rashid Ali's Cabinet in March 1940, 

After the collapse of France, he became a strong advocate of reinsuring with 
the Axis With Rashid Ali's approval he went to Istanbul in September 1940 
to establish contact with the German Ambassador, Herr von Pé Tt was, 

perhaps more than a coincidence that just before his return to Iraq, towards the 

end of October 1940, the local Arabic press published the official Axis declaration 
of sympathy with Arab aspirations, and that just after his return the resumption 
of direct. telesraphic communication between Iraq and Germany and Italy. was 
announced. He resigned in January 1941, but was appointed Minister of Defence 
[242057 us 
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n the unomstitotional Cabinet formed ty Rashid Ali in April 1041. Daring 
Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941 he went to Turkey to try and enlist Turkish 
support for Rashid Ali's cause. After the collapse of the rebellion he remained 
in ‘Putkey He was tried in absentia by court martial and seatenced to fifteen 
years’ imprisonment 


Nadhif Shawi—Born Bagdad about 1590, 
colle, Conntainople and the Tarkiah Stat Col 
‘nti the end of the war 1014-1918. He joined King Fe a 
fought at Matsa, where Fesal was defeated by the French” He then retard 
to Bagdad and for some years was employed as a teacher inthe secondary’ schoo 
During this peri he graduated atthe Bagdad Law College. He later returned 
{orth army and ae given rank asa senior captain, In 1085 be attended army 
tary in Expl On hi ela he van mae Co of he rah 
Staff Colloge After two years in. this post he was promot auliee 
Appointed Assistant Chief uf General Staff He was placed on pension 10 198¥and 
Beta Snir of Defence in the Cabinet formed hy Jamil Mads iy Tape 
after tho fight of Rashid Ali to Persia. LHe made a pleasant if colourless 
ater aivt reaigned with the whole Cabinet in early October 1041 


1910. 
Urta 


is prepara Wi inted Minister 
1 the proparations for t dal, Wan appointed Minis 
ff Justice in September 1021 and held the post till November 1 , having served 
for a short time also as Minister of Interior, Deputy for Bagdad in the 
it Assembly, March 1926. Ho opposed tho treaty and voted againat it 
Trine Miniater ix November 1830. His Cabluet resigned in March 1 
elected for Bagdad in the general election esigned hin neat in 
tesco ees infer ne ea 
Government. Accompanied King Feisal to Tehran in April 1932, Appointed 
Seuatar Janvary 1933. Joined Jamit Madfai's Cabinet, in February 100 as 
Minister for Finance, and resigned with bis colleagues in August 1934, He 
prenided over the Arab Congress held at Bindan (Syria) in August 1987, to protest 
Peninst the policy of His Majexty's Government in Palestive, and on returning to 
Ing reonganived and strengthened the Palestine Defence Leagus 
n 1988 ho did usoful work on Government committers chee 
Fees Metater of Esnance in the Cabinet formed by Rashid Alial-Gilani 
in March 1940, seer solid cates 
jiened jn Tannary 1941. Appointed Minister of Finance in the Ca 
formed bs Rashid AIL April 1941. During Rashid AU's ret lion ip May 1941 
hho went to Saudi Arabin to try and eAlist the apport of Tha Saud for Rashid Ati 
cause. On the collapse of the rebellion fed to Pernin and wns handed over by 
the Persian Government to. the British military authorities, in September 1 
Tinprisoned at Ahwas and thence sent to Southern Rhodesia for internment 


c he early 
65, Nasrut-al-Farisi.—Lawyer of Bagdad, bors about. 1690, In the 4 
‘of the Traqi Government he held somewhat extreme Nationalist views, whic 
te veal as Deputy the Chamber Was Inter givon an appointment inthe 
‘of Justice, where he served diligently for a number of years 
Wi dtee for Figance, November 1002. Resigned with Naji Beg Shaokat 
in March 1983. Appointed Minister for Finance in Jamil Beg AI Madfai's 
Gabinet in November 1089.) Resigned in February 1984. Appointed Director- 
peal of the Ministry or Foreign AMfairs in April 1085. “Appointed Tragi 
delegate at Geneva in Jizne 1937. . 
eerily and ratelligent, ut Zclined to be obstructive Lealtivecy et 
Was relieved of this appointment in the summer of 1988 when it was decid 
to withlraye the Tzagi delegation from Geneva. He then returned to the Bar, 
‘Appointed Minister of Economics in the Cabinet formed by Jaruil-al-Madfa 
in June 1941. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 1941 


66, Nishat-al-Sanawi—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1803, Studied in the School 
of Law, Constantinople. He was in Bagdad before the occupa to Mosul 
with the Turks, and was employed in various capacities there. 
‘armistice and took service under the British Administration. Was appointed 
Director of the Law School when it was reopened in 1919; criminal magistrate, 
February 1922; judge in the Court of Appeal, March 1928. Amin 
Bagdad, 1925-30. Appointed Director-General in the Ministry of the 
April 1990, and became Principal of the Law School February 
Reoppointed Director-General in the Ministsy of the Interior, November 1081. 

pointed Administrative Inspector, November 1933. Became’ Director-General 
of Mamcipaites in June 1088 

Appointed Chief Finance Inspector, May 1936. Placed on peusion about 

‘end of 1938. 


87, Nuri-dt-Said—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1888, won of an acco 

‘Mosul descent. Educated in Constantinople, speaks Turkish, German, F 

English. Served in Balkan War. He wax one of the founders of the Abd in 1913, 
and came from Constantinople to Iraq in order to start branches there. He was in 
Basra at the time of the oocupation as a patient in the American hospital; 
Joined the Arab army in the Hejaz in June 1916, atid commanded the troops till 
the arrival of Jafar Pasha (his brother-in-law); served as C.G.S. till the fall 
of Damascus. A good strategist very receptive of ideas, clover, hard-working, 
rush and hot-headed under fire. A modernist with an exceptionally alert intelli 
0 Nas garde the DSO, 1917 and’ the CM ied 
Feisal in London, Paris and Syria in 1919 and 1920, He alwa for a 
Teasonable rapprochement tetween the French and ihe Arabs, and disitnded 
King Feisa) from offering resistance to the French on the groond that he could 
ot hope for support from the British. When the break came in July 1920 he 
went with Feisal to England. Returned to Bagdad in February 1021 and took 
charge of the Ministry of Defence during the alsouce of Jafar Pasha at the 
Cairo Conference. On his return he became C.GS. and Director-General of 
Police, and held these appointments till October 1922. Acting Minister of 
Defence from November 1922 to November 1923, Held the samo portfolio in 
Jafar Pasha's Cabinet. Minister of Defence again in November 1020, and 
retained that portfolio with only short intervals out of office until he becan 


Prime Minister in March 19 otiated and wigned the Anglo-Tra 
TO to negotiate a E 


of June 1930. Visited Jedda i Hate a ** Bon-Voising 


1983 


fiaies in 


Jamil-al-Madfai, and returned again to the M 

the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1936, 

In October, after Bakr Sidqi’s successful military revolt, Nuri Pasha, fearing 
for ia Tite, fed to Kgypt with hie family, where he carried on rele 

itation from Cairo to secure his return to Trag. He came back in October 1987 

after the murder of Bakr Sidgi and the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government. 
He was offered the post of Iraqi Minister in London, but did not accept it. In 
early December be went to Syria with the intention af working privately for a 
solntion of the problem of the future of the Jews and Arabs in Palestine 

But for two short visits to Bagdad, Nuri-al-Said spent the whole of the 
Year 1933 outside Iraq. occupied principally in desultory conversations about 
Palestine with politicians in Syria, Egypt and London. On each of his short 
visits to Bagdad his presence gave tise to rumours concerning his political 
intentions, but. these died away as soon as he left. 

In December 1933 he came back to stay, and a few days Tater a military 
demonstration in his favour organised by Taha-al-Hashimi and Husaig Faust 
overthrew Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet and brooght Nuri-al-Said into office as 


(24205) w4 
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Prime Miniter. He represented Iraq at the opening of the London conversitions 
about Sega aay ote apior me os ieee 
Resigned the premiership in February 1940, bat’at the Regent's requ 
satan amen Err Toe ae ane the cad OF Mare whan, 
his own collaboration, a new Cabinet was formed by Rashid 
Remained in office as Minister for Foreign Affairs until the end of 


al-H 
i Said wisely withdrew to Transjordan, where be remai 
to come back with the Regent at the beginning of June. Before the end of the 
ath he was appointed Iraqi Minister in Cairo, but wax recalled to form a 
Cabinet on the resignation of Jamil Madfai at the beginning of October 1941 
68, Rashid Ali-al-Gileni—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1592. A distant relation 
of the Naqib. In Turkish times was a clerk in the Wagf Department. Fled to 
Mosul with the Turks on the capture of Bagdad, and after the fall of Mosal 
practised as a lawyer. In May 1921 he was appointed a judge in the Court of 
Appeal. His work as a judge won him the good opinion of his advisers. Was 
‘appointed Minister of Justice in Yasin Pasha's Cabinet in 1924. Resigned over 
the signing of the Turkish Petroleum Company's Concession in March 1025, 
which, at Yasin Pasha’ instigation, be strongly opposed Became Minister of 
Interior in the second Saduniyah Cabinet in June 1925, but resigned almost 
immediately on being elected President of the Chamber’ of Deputies. From 
November 1926 to January 1928 was Minister of the Interior. Re-elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies in the general election of 1930, but resigned his seat in 
March 1931, in company with Vasin-al-Hashimi, Naji-al-Suwaidi and Ali Jaudat, 
as a protest against the conduct of Nuri Pasha's Government. | Became a 
rominent leader of the Hizh-al-Ikha-al-Watani (the party of National 
otherhood). He encouraged the geveral strike in July 1981, hoping thereby to 
embarrane Nari Pasha’s Cabinet.” Appointed chiel private secretary to the King 
in July 1982. Became Prime Minister in March 1 Resigned October 1933, 
‘Appointed Senator in summer of 1994. Helped to organise the disturbances on 
tho Euphrates which forced Ati Jaudat to resign in March as Minister 
fot the Interior, joined the Cabinet then formed hy Yasin-al . 

‘After Bakr Sidqi's military revolt against the Hashimite Cabinet in October 
1036, Rashid Ali led to Constantinople. He came back in October 1087, 

‘During 1938 he made several speeches in the Senate attacking the policy of 
Jamibal-Madfai's Cabinet 

Deported to Anah December 1998. Returned a few days later when 
Nuri-al Said succeeded Jamilal-Madfai as Prime Minister. Appointed chief 

rivate secrotary to the Palace in January 1939, and remained in this post after 
King Ghaxi's death in Apeil 1939. Became Prime Minister in March 1940. 

Mshroughout 1040 be!tooved ‘steadily towards a break with His ‘Majesty's 
Government and a closer understanding with the Axis, He refused to break off 
diplomatic relations with Italy when Ttaly entered the war, but remained in the 
lowest personal contact with the Ttalian Legation. He also gave fall. support 
to the Mnfti’s intrigues with the Axis Governments and sponsored the overtures 
which Naji Shawkat made to the German Minister at Angora in October 1940, 
Tn [rag he gave free rein to the Palestinian agitators and (o the pro-Nazi elements 
Of the Press even allowing it to he stated officially that the policy of bis Govern: 
ment was obe of strict neutrality in the war in spite of the Anglo-Tragi Treat 
Of Alliance. Pressure from the embassy forced his resignation at the end of 
auuary 1941, bat he returned to office by means of a military cowp d°Etat on 
fon the Ist April. He then sct aside the Regent and installed Sharif Sharat in 
his place, At this juncture, as part of their war plan, His Majesty's Government 
began to move troops into Traq, but Rashid Ali, backed by the army, refused to 
agree to the presenice of mote thant one brigade. 

“At the besinning of May the Traai army attempted to surronnd the British 
air base at Habbaniyah and hostilities broke oat. Throuhout the month 
Rashid Ali-and his colleagues endeavoured to unite the country in x campaign 
‘hgninst us, but, thotigh the townspeople were with him, he received little support 
from the big tribes and fled to Persia after a comparatively stall British column 
iad defeated the far larger Iraqi forces opposed to them. From Persia be 
contrived to make bis was to Turkey, and in December, having broken hi parole, 
he escaped to Geruiany and joined the Mufti in Berlin, where he became a feature 
Uf the Berlin Arabic broadcast, ‘Tried fn absentia by Conrt martial anid sentenced 
to death in January 1042 


69. Roshid-al-Khojah—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1884, Staff officer’ in 
Turkish army. Came to Damascus after the armistice. Prominent member of 
the Ahd.al-Iraqi. He returned to Bagdad in November 1920 and was appointe 
mutessarif in January 1921. He is weak and much under the thamb of the extreme 
National group. In February 1922 he was appointed mutessrif of Mosul, where 
he was completely under the influence of Mustafa Sabutyji. As his presetice in a 
frontier division was considered inexpedien wwernment, 
removed and reappointed mutessarif of Bagdad. 
‘at Cairo October 1928, and Director-General of I y x 
general, Beirut, August 1931, Chargé d’Affaires and consul-general at Jedds, 

st 1988, bat didnot take up post. Appointed Minister or Defence under 
Najt Shaukat November 1092, Resigned with Naji Shanka's Cabinet in March 

Elected President of the Charaber of Deputies November 1933 after 

resignation of Jamil-al-Madfai. Teappointed Minister of Defence in February 
1934, ‘resigned with Jamil-al-Madfat's Cabinet in August 1934. Re-elected 
President of the Chamber in December 1934. Again appointed Minister for 
Defenice in Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet in March 1935, bat resigned with the whole 
Cabinet after being only twelve days in office. Elected to the Chamber in August, 
1085 and joined the Opposition led by Jamil-al-Madfai. Appointed principal 
private secretary in the Palace in September 1987, 

Appointed Director Ceneral of the Ministry for Foreign Aflirs_ by 

uri-al-Said’s Cabinet in January 1999. 
eed on pension in the autinan of 1941 


70. Rav/-al-Bahroni—A Sbiab of Bagdad, born about 1807. Graduated at 
the Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a clerical post 
Finance, where he rose to be Acsountant-Genteral (not alta 
Appointed Minister for Finance in Yasin Pasha's Cabinot 

Resigned October 1936 

Appointed Director-General of Castoms and Kxcixe, January 1088, 
Minister of Finance in February 1940 and of Social Affait 

Resigned with Rashid / Pabinet in January 1941. and joined 
Rashid Ali's rebel Government in Aj Fled to Tehran when British 
Uuoops approached Bagdad towards tho end of May 1041 aud was arrested. by 
the British forces which occupied Persia in August. After n period of detention 
at Abwaz be was sent to Southern Rhodesia in December 191 


71, Raw/-at-Chadirji—Suoni of Bagdad, He was Mayor of Bagdad at the 

time of the catting of New Street and earned a great deal of personal unpopularity 

thereby. Left for Berlin shortly before the occupation, and subsequently went 

to Switzerland, retu: , to Bagdad in the uner of 1920, up to which tim 

permission to return had teen refused him. “Speaks French, English and Gern 

Well, He st up practive asa barrister and consorted much with British officials 

He took no part in the Nationalist agitation; ‘nevertheless, when his father was 

deported to Constantinople in August. he was asked to return with him, He came 

back in 1031 and resumed his egal work without taking any part it 

haa most of the business of foreign firms in his hands owing to his knowledge of 

English. He was in England on a visit during tho summer of 1923, return 

home in September. A retiring man of modernist opinions. Deputy for F 

in the Constituent Assembly in March 1924. He was strongly opposed. to th 
eof the treaty without amendments and voted against it.” Chocen 

of the law school August 1924. Minister of Finance, Second Saduniyah 

and afterwards became Minister of Justice in Jafar Pasha's Cabinet in November 


ae Tong Miniter i Angore autumn 1838 signed owt am Miata at 
ngora in mber and returned to Bagdad as legal adviser to the I 
Petroleum Company. 7 - no 
Appointed Traqi Minister in London in December 1936, and proceeded to his 
fay early in 1937. Resigned March 1940 and remained it ngland, where he 
‘a well-paid post with the Traq Petroleum Company. 
A cultured, likeable and intelligent man. 


72. Raufal-Kubaisi—Sunni: of Kubaisah origin. Born 1885. He was 
commandant of gendarmerie in Aleppo under Jafar Tasha in 1019 and did useful 
‘work in keeping order before the advent of the French in duly 1020, Refused 
Ufice under the French and returned to. Bagdad in Rebraary 1931. He: was 
appointed Katmakam of Suq in November 1951, ut was removed in June Te 
then for a time joined the extreme Nationalist group in Bagdad. Appointed 
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Director-General of Prisons in 1924 and subsequently played:no. part in politics. 
Appointed Mutessarif of Basra January 1930. Dismissed for inoinpetence, April 
1931. Appointed Director-General of Augaf in summer of 1993, and Director- 
General of Census in November 1987. 
Mutessarif of Bagdad November 1938 and Director-General of Augaf April 
1939. Resigned June 1940. P 
Reappointed Director-General of Augaf in November 1941 by Nari Said. 


78. Sabih Najib. —Born 1802. Gazetted to the Turkish army in 1912, Joined 
Iraqi army 1921, and reached the rank of lieutenant-colonel 1998. Passed a staff 
course in England, and for some time was Commandant of the Iraqi Staff College 
in Bagdad. Speaks English and French and some German. Appointed Director 
General of Police in March 1981, Represented Iraq on the Sytio-raq Frontier 
Delimitation Commission in 1938. Appointed counsellor, Berlin, June, 1935. 
‘Transferred to Geneva as Lragi delegate to the League of Nations in November 
1086. 

‘He was appoitited Dirvetor-General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
December 1897, with the rank of Ministor Plenipotentiary. 

Made Minister. for Defence in October 1938. Resigned with the whole 
Jamil-al-Madfai Cabinet the 25th December, 1938. 

Tried by court-martial in February 1940 for being an accessory to the murder 
of Rustam Haidar, Minister of Finance. ¢Acquitied on this charge and sentenced 
ta one year’s imprisonment for having used. insulting language when speaking 
of the Government at a semi-public gathering Was pardoned by the Regent 
after serving only a few weeks of his sentence. 

Appointed Traqi Minister at Angora in, December 1041 


Cabinet in S 
Elected 


by Rashid Ali in 
Resigned with the whole Cabinet in January 191. ‘Throughout the 
disturbances of 1941 he remained inactive and was made Minister of Just 
Nuri, Said’s Cabinet in October 1941 
Resigned February 1942. 


75, Sald-bin-Ali—Mir (chief) of the Yazidis. Lives at Baidra nes 
Weak character, drinks heavily and indulges in every sort of vice. M 
the control of his mother, Maiyana, who is a woman of Lagos and Was at one 
time a noted beauty. The Yazidis are dissatisfied with Said Beg on account of 
his profligate living, and from time to time there is a movement to depose him and 
substitute another member of the ruling family. So far, however, traditional 
loyalty has been strong enough to keep Said in his position, 


76. Silak-al-Din Al-al-Sabbagh—Born abot 1806, Educated at Istanbul 
and graduated ax an officer from the Turkish Military College 
in the war 1914-18 and released to join the Amir Feisal's army. 
tecond-lieutenant in the Iraqi army 1921. Has done courses at Belgam 
Sheerness and also attached to British units, Instructor at Bagdad Military 
Gollege 1924. “Appointed Director of Operations in the Ministry of Defence 
mber 1937, and became O.C, 3rd Division March 1940, Is an efficient 
arcerist with ambition. 
‘who are particu ive in polities 
With Konmnit Shabib and Mabmud Salman be formed the gro 
of offers known ae the Golden Square, which dominated Traqi politics in 1940, 
find, in company with Rashid Ali, brought about the eowp d Rat of the Ist April. 
194i, He fled to Tehran with Rashid Ali at the end of May 1941 and evaded 
arrest and disappeared when British forces entered Persia in August 


77. Salman-al-Barrak—A tribal notable of Hillah, Minister of Terigation 
and Agriculture 1928-29, “Has heen in the Chamber of Depmties for many years 
and hax frequently held position of Vice-President, 


r Salmon-al-Sheikh Daud—Sunni. Born Bagdad about 1900. Son of 
cikh Abmad-al-Sheikh Daud (g.¢). 

A lawyer with a large practice and a forceful personality. Given to women 
and drink but a staunel supporter of democracy. “He is the ane person of note 
in Iraq who has openly and independently attacked the Axis in speeches and 
ress articles 

In December 1541 he gave £20 to the local fand for comforts and amenities 
for British troops in Traq. 


78, Salih Jabr—Sbiah lawyer of Najaf, born about 1800 Employed for 
some time as a judge. Elected Deputy February 1930 and resi 

bench. "Acquired notoriety in the Chamber as a persistent asker of 

ready. speaker. Appointed Minister for Education under J 

November 155. Resigned February 1094. Eletel Depaty for Muntatiq December 
1934. Appointed Mutessarif of Karbala, in April. 1985, where {ho proved 
successful. Tn, October: 1936 he accepted the portfolio of Justice in Hikmat 
Snlaiman’s Cabinet. . Resigued in June over the Euphrates disturbances and 
went away for several months, He returned when Jamil-al-Madfai formed « 
Cabinet and was appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise. 

Became Minister for Education in Cabinet formed by 
December 1938. Elected for Diwaniyah June 1039. Minister for Social Aflairs 
in February 1940, Resigned in March 1940. 

Appointed Mutesarif of Basra in June 1940, Supported the Regent when 
His Royal Highness fled to Basra in April 1941 to escape from Rashid Ali and 
the “ Golden Square."” For this he was arrested and narrowly escaped a. heavy 
sentence, He was in the end released on condition that ho loft the country. He 
withdrew to Tehran and returned in June 1941 after the fall of Rashid At 
Appointed Minister of Ipterior and Acting Minixter for Foreign Affairs in’ the 
Cabinet formed by Nuri Said in October 1041 


80, Sami Shaukat gdad 1508. Sunni. Brother of Naji S 
Graduated at Military College of Medicine, Constantinople, 1916. 

Arab army in Syria in 1919. Appointed to Iraqi Health Service 1021 and 
subsequently served for several years as Director-General of Education, Became 
Director-General of Public Health in 1936. An ardent Arab Nationalist 

Appointed Director-General of Education in March 1939, "He has done much 
to increase military education in the secondary schools. Becatne tho first Mininter 
for Social Affairs in September 1939 and Minister for Education in February 
1940, Resigned in March with whole Cabinet and was reappointed Director 
General of Education in April 1940. 

Retained bis position throughout the disturbances of 1941 and survived 
subsequent changes. Ix believed by many: to bave pro-German leanings, but he 
himself stoutly denies these allegations, However this may be, he has dove little 

nself to eradicate pro-Nazi sentiment from the Iraqi education system, 


81. Shakir-ot Wadi—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1894 Brother of Jamil-al 
Wadi. Served as an officer in the Turkish’ army from 1915 to the armistice, 
Joined the Tragi army in 1921, Captain 1928, Tn 1920 he was attached for 
training to various unite in England, and in 1930 hé was promoted major and 
made aide-de-camp to Kiug Feical, He wax on King Feisal’s sta during His 
Majesty's State visit to England in 1933. Promoted Tieutenant-colone! in 1935, 
and atiended the Staff College cour. Returued to Traq 19 and was appointed 
GSO. 1 in the Kirkuk Division, of which Bakr Sidgi was the G.0.C. He wax 
right-hand man to Bakr in the military revolt of October 1936. He is intelligent, 
capable and ambitions. After Bakr Sidqi's murder in Augnst 1937 he. was 
appointed military attaché in London, bit a few weeks later he was, dismiesed 
‘and placed on the retired list 

nnishied from Bagdad in December 1998 for intrigues ayainst J 
Madfai’s Government, but permitted toreturn in January 1930 after Nari 
had formed a Governinent, Appomted to the Iraqi diplomatic service 
1989 as second secretary to the fragi Legation. Tehran, 

Ar first he seems to have done well and kept in close tonch with His Majesty's 
Legation. Later on, however, he seems to have yielded to the blandishments and. 
bribes of the German Legation aud, as chargé affaires during. Apel and May 
1941, he dutifully carried out instructions sent to him by Rashid Ali's Govern 
ment, Daud Haidari, who was appointed minister at Tehran in June 1941, was 
asked to keep a close’ wateh on Shakir. 

‘Appointed consul at Jerusalem in November 1941 
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©. Sufup-al-Ajil—Of the. Shammar Jarba tribe. Born about. 1910. 
jucated Beirut University. Once spoke English well, but is forgetting it 
Eldest son of Sheikh Ajifal-Yawar, who became paramount sheikh of the 
‘Shammar in Iraq in the early nineteen twenties and died in November 1940. _Ajil 
acquired much money from his relations with the BO.D. Company and from 
supplying labour to the railways when the line was extended from Bagdad to 
Mosul. 'Sufug inherited this wealth. 
Sufug’s eldest brother, Ahmad (born about 1923) is said to have: the 
stronger character and may become influential when he grows a little older 
uring the autuma of 1941 some of Sufuq’s cousins, led by Mishan-al-Faisal, 
showed dissatisfaction with Sufuq’s leadership, but the quarrel was patched up 
and the family now accept Sufuq's leadership. 


83. Tuha-al-Hashimi.—Brother of the late Yasin-el-Hashimi. Born 1885, 
Served in Turkish army and was employed in Arabia and the Yemen during the 
war. Was given a post on the Turkish General Staff in Constantinople in 1920, 
hut returned to Bagdad in 1922 to join the Iraqi army, and was at once appointed 
Oflicer Commanding Troops in Mosul. Appointed chief of the General Staff and 
came to Hagdad in 1928. Was attached to Sir Percy Cox in May 1924 for the 
Vauadary wegotiations with the Turkish Goverament which followed the signin 
of the ‘Treaty of Lausanne. The post of chief of the Gencral Staff was abolish 
shortly afer is return in August 1024 and for a while be acted as tutor to the 
(thon) Crown Prince Ghazi inted chief of the Census Department in 1926 
and Director of Education in 1828. In 1980 he returned as chief of the General 
Staff to the Mniatry of Defence, and was promoted farig (general). In 1931 he 
visited the Limam Yahiyah of the. Yemen and conelived a treaty of friendship 
hetweon the Yemen and Iraq. 

In September 1935 he was appointed Acting Director-General of Education 
in addition to his other duties. 

He was in, Angora in. October 1996 when Hikwat Sulaiman and Bakr Sidgi 
forced Yaxin-al-Hashimi to resign and wisely did not rotarn to Iraq. He came 
hack in September 1937 and was oflered the post of Director-General of Works 
Mo retuned this offor on the ground that jt wan baneath his dignity to accept any 
position lower than that of Chief of the General Stafl. 

Blected Deputy for Bagdad in December 1937. Opposed Jamil-al-Madfai'a 
Cabinet in the Chamber, Worked actively on the committee of the Palestine 
Defence Langue in 1938 On the 25th December, 1938, in collaboration with 
Genera) Husain Fanzi be organined » military demonstration against Jamil al 
Madfai's Government, and became Minister for Defence in the Cabinet which 
Nuri-al-Said formed when Jamit-al-Madfai resigned. Became a Deputy. for 
Bagdad in the elections of June 1090. Retained the portfolio of Defence in the 
Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali in February 1940. 

Resigned in. January 1041 with moat of the members of Rashid Al's Cabinet 
and on the Tst February succeeded the latter as Prime Minister. On assuming 
office he feobly attempted to brenk the power of the military clique which daring 
140 he and Rashid Ali had allowed to dominate not only the army bat the 
Cabinot. They defied him and overthrew him and his Cabinet after it had 
enjoyed ollie for only two months. "Taha Pasha thereupon went to Turkey, where 
He remained Unrougbout Rashid Alfs rebel regime. When the Regent isd bees 


restored Taha Pasha wished to return to Iraq, but Nu ‘id (the Prime Minister) 
did not want bim back and it was arranged that a transit visa through Syria 
should be refused, 


84. Tahsin Ali—A Suuoi Mosiem born in Bagdad in 1800. Educated in 
Bagdad and Istanbul. Participated in the Balkan War. fought against the 
British at Basta, and after the fall of Bagdad joined King Hussain of the Hejaz 
Fought under Faisal and was a brigade commander in the Arab army at Aleppo 
Was awarded the MC. Returned to Bagdad with Faisal and became Secretary 
to the Defence Ministry, Commandant of Police in Mosul in 1922, he was 
removed becantse of his connexions with the Sabunchi faction and transferred 
to the Dulaim area in 1995. Between 1927 and 1988 beld a number of 
administrative posts including, those of Mutesarif of Mosul and Basra 
Director-General of the PWD. in 1938. Was largely connected with the 
activities of the local Palestine Defence Committee while in Basra. Became 
Mutessarif of Mosul again in April 1939, but was removed by Rashid Ali after 
Bis coup Bat in May. Was restored when the Maifai Cabinet was formed 
in June. 


173 


Not particularly clever, ond apt to be pig-headed. In Mosul he was too much 
under local influence and showed a strong prejudice against the Yazidis, He was 
slow to take action against Nazi sympathiaers and favoured a policy of appease 
ment.” Appointed Minister of Education in the Cabinet formed by Nurt Sai 
in Oetober 1941. 


85. Tahsin Qadri—Sunni of Damascus. Born 1893, Was with Feisal in 
Damascus and accompanied him to Europe in July 1920. Came with him to 
Bagdad in June 1921, and was appointed an A.D.C. to the King in August, 
Married the danghter and heiress of Abdul Wahhab Pasha Qartas of Basra. 
‘Appointed Master of Ceremonies in the palace March 1932. Accompanied 
King Feisal on his State visit to England in 1933 and received the K.C.V.0, 

Tn June 1938 he was compelled to resign from the palace on account of the 
seandal of the marriage of Princess Azzah. He was later appointed counsellor 
to the Iraqi Legation in Tehran and took up his post in November 1936. 
Appointed consul-general at Bombay in December 1997. Speaks English and 
French, Pleasant and clever. 

Appointed Director of Ceremonies in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
February 1939. "Became consal-general in Beirat in July 1989. 

In May 1941, like all Iraqi consuls, he seems to have carried out his orders 
from Rashid Ali'without protest and his behaviour was strongly criticised by 
the British authorities. 


88. Talib Mushtag—Sanni of Bagiad, born 1900, Father was minor official 
Took part in the anti-mandate agitation of 1922 and in the spring of 1923 wa 
‘of thos responsible for anti-British posters issued over the signature of the 
Supreme Committe of Traq Secret Societies. Appoited Inapectar of School 
1924 and held a variety of appointments under the Ministry of Education wntit 
November 1931, when he was appointed first secretary to the Traqi Legation at 
‘Angora. Appdinted Director of the Consular Department in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in November 1935, Appointed consul-general at Betrat in 
‘Avgust 1937, 

thdrawn and dismissed from the service in February 1938, Ho remained 

for a time in Syria, bat returned to Bagdad when Nuri-al-Said formed a Cabinet 
in December 1988. "Appointed Accountant-General in January 1939 and Director 
General of Propaganda, Publicity and Broadcasting in May 1930, Bocamo 
consul-general in Jerusalem May 1940, 

During May 1941 he carried on an. anti-British propaganda campaign ani 
zealously supported Rashid Ali's rebel Government. He was recalled in June 
‘and subsequently interned at Fao. 


87. Tawfig-al- Suwaidi—Born 1889. Studied law in Bagdad and Con- 
stantinople and international law in Paris In 1913 became first interpreter to 
the Ministry of Education, Constantinople. Represented Iraq at the Arab 
Conference held in Paris in Jaly 1918. After the armistice went to § d 
as appointed judge in Damascus Returved to Bagdad in October 1921 and 
November was appointed Assistant Government Counsellor and Director of tho 
Law School, Minister for Edncation January 1928. Primo Minister 1920, 
Presidont of the Chamber 1929. Iraqi Minister at Tehran March 1931, Joined 
Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet in July 1984 as Minister for Foreign Affairs, but 
resigned with the whole Cabinet in August. Held Cabinet office for twelve days 
as Minister for Justice in Jamil-al-Madfai's short-lived Cabinet in March 1995, 
and in October ‘was appointed Comptroller-General of Accounts. He became 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet in August 1937, and 
headed the Iraqi delegation to the Leagne of Nations in September. There he 
handled the Assyrian and Palestinian questions with tact and moderation. 

Again represented Iraq at the League of Nations in the autumn of 198, and 
afterwards visited London as the guest of His Majesty's Government, ‘There he 
had conversations with the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs anid with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies about, Palestine 

Resigned with the whole of Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabitiet on the 25th December, 
1038, as the result of a military demonstration made against them,  Representod 
Iraq’ at the London conversations on Palestine in 1939 after Nuri-al-Said had 
returned to Iraq. 

Joined Taka al Hashimi’s Cabinet in February 1941 as Minister for Forel 
{Mire and did what be could to breakup the military clique which during 1 
had established a stranglehold over the Government. Was forced ot of ofice by 
Rashid Ali's coup d’Etat of April 1941. Tried to join the Regent at Basra, bat 
































































































































Nari Pasha brother Naji had been 
‘summoned to stand his trial for treason had not made it difficult to inelude him. 


88. Thabit Abdul Ner—Born 1890, Son of Aziz Abdul Nur, 4 prominent 
Jacobite Christian of Mosal. He was christened Nikole. Was an officer in the 
‘Turkish army, embezzled movey and fled to Syria to join Shereefian cause. At this 
time he changed his name to Thabit, became a Moslem and performed the 
pilgrimage to Mecea. Came to Bagdad in November 1921 and became prominent 
{in extreme Nationalist politics. Elected Deputy for Mosul in general election of 
1930, and appointed Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics and 
Ce ations in June 1931. The post was abolished in March 1933. Tried 
in 1932 for misappropriating the funds of the Agricultural Exhibition (April 
1982), but acquitted. 

Appointed counsellor in the Iraqi Legation in London December 1983.. This 
post was abolished and he was appointed Iraqi Oil Representative in London in 
July 1934, Appointed Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministey of Economics and. 
Communications in June 1935, His post was abolished in November 1936, and 
he retained without employment: until December 1937, when he was appointed 
to the Iraqi Diplomatic Service. 

Early in 1938 be was appointed Traqi Chargé d' Affaires at Jedda. There he 

mat forward a number of fantastic proposals to the Saudi Arabian Government 
For whieh he had been given 30 authority by the Fraqi Government. The Saudi 


Government soon detected the folly of his schemes and gave up taking him 


seriously. In December 1938 and January 1989 he was in Sanaa visiting the King 
‘of the Yemen. 

‘He was on leave in Germany on. the outbreak of war in September 1939 and 
chose to remain there rather than return to Traq. It ix believed that be helps in 
the preparation of Arabic broadeasts from Berlin, 


80. Umar Nazmi—Born Kifri 1809. Graduated at the Bagdad Law Colle 
1913. Appointed Judge, Khanigin 1913; Baqubah 1914; on the outbreak of 
war joined the Reserve Officers’ School and was named Public Prosecutor to the 
Miltary Conrt, Bagdad. Appointed Ju rt, Kirkuk 1921; Arbil 
1923; Kirkuk 1924; Vice-President, C Mosul 1924: Hillah 1925; 
President, Civil Courts, Diala; Mutensa rkuk Liwa 1927, Mutewarif of 
Kut and Basra Liwas; Administrative Inspector 1931; Mutomarif of Moeul 
Liwa 1984, 

Held other Goyoroment posts up to August 1987, when he was made to be 
Director-General of Revenues. Became a Minister of Eeonomies and Communica 
tions in December 1935 in the Cabinet of Nuri-al-Said 

Made a Senator April 1939, Ministor of Interior in September 1930 and 
Acting Minister of Justice in February 1940, Joined Rashid Ali's Cabinet in 
March. 1940 as Minister of Communications and. Works. 

Resigned in January 1941 with most of his colleagues as protest againat 
Rashid Ali's pro-Axis policy. 


90, Yunis Bakri—Born about 1904. OF the Jubur tribe of Mosul. From bis 
early days be has been well known for his unprincipled character and immoral 
private life. From 1928 to 1926 he held minor clerical posts in Government 
Offices, Tn June 1926 he went on a journey roand the world and was repatriated 
destitute from Paris after having served a term of imprisonment for a 
misdemeanour. Between 1929 and 1983 be travelled in Arab countries, includi 
‘Tripoli, Panis and the Hadhramaat, and also Java, India, Afghanistan and Iran 
On his'return to Iraq he took up journalism and gave his support to extreme 
nationalism. He also published « newspaper called A7 Ugab. He was subsidised 
in 1985-86 to publish articles favouring the Italian conquest of Abyssinia and 
in 10936 he sold himself to the German Legation. In April 1930 he went to Berlin 
and soon afterwards tecame the announcer of the Berlin Arabic broadcast. 

Tn this position he has been very successful, and his broadcasts are a powerful 
instrument of German propaganda, 

91. Yusuf Gaanimah—An intelligent and hardworking Chaldean Catholic 
of Bagdad; born abont 1890. Diminutivs and unimpressive, he mixes freely with 
Moslems and was made Minister for Finance in January 1928, after having shown 
industry and ability as rapporteur of the Finance Committee of the Chamber. 
Has sai in Parliament for Bagdad since the first election. Lost his reat in the 
Chamber in the general election of 1930, and then began to take part in the 
activities of the two Opposition parties, the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist party) 


and the Hizb-al-Ikha-al-Watani (the Party of National Brotherhood), Appointed 
recor ion aati often’) Apeiniad 
Director-General of the Ministry in 1933. “Became Minister for Finance in 
Ali Jandat’s Cabinet in August 1934. Resigned with the whole Cabinet in 
ema ene he 4 pate Director- Zeer of Finance in June 1935. 

‘Appointed guueral ‘manager "of the “Agricultural ladietest” Bank. in 
name oe gricaluralTadustral’ Bask 

Was made Director-General of Antiquities in November 1941 


92. Yusuf feal-Din—Sunni. Son of Ibrahim Pasha, w Kurd of Suliimani, 
Born Bagdad 1891. Married to the daughter of Ali Agha of Sulaimani. Owns 
Property in Bagdad, Amara and Sulaimani. Educated locally and entered the 
ewvl service in 1918 Graduated at the Law School in 1027. Became a finance 
Inspector in 1928 and was promoted Assistant Director-General of Finance in 
1980. Became Director-General of Land Settlement June 1934, Accountant 
General June 1935. Appointed Minister of Education in Hikmat Sulaiman's 
Cabinet in October 1936. “He resigned in July 1937 because of his dissat 

with the Cabinet's policy on the Euphrates and with Bakr Sidqi’s infh 

the Prime Minister. 


Obituary, 
The following persons included in the personalities fo have since 
‘tea T™ P he personalities for 1410 h 

Ajil al Yawar 

Hussain Afoan, 

Ibrahim Hilmval-Umar. 

Said-al-Haji Thabit 
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CHAPTER 1V._AFGHANISTAN, 


(E 2810/218/97) No. 46. 
Sir F. Wylie to Me. Eden—{Reevioed May 5.) 


(No. 14. Confidential.) 

Sin, Kabul, March 7, 1942. 
WITH reference to Lord Halifax's circular despatch dated the 

4th November, 1939, I have the honoar to forward as an enclosare to this 

despatch a Briel eview of polit in Afghanistan during the year 

1941 


2 1am sendin th enclosure, to the Secretary 


Enclosure in No, 46, 
Political Reeiew for VAL 


IN hix review of political tendencies itv Afghanistan during the year 1040 
Sir Kerr Fraser-Tytler reduced the main influences governing the external 
relations of the country to— 
(a) A determination to pursue their frequently declared policy of complete 
neutrality 
(0) A desire to adhere to their policy of the last ten years of close friendship 
with His Majesty's Governnient; 
(@) Fear of Russian aggression; avd 
(d) A wish to maintain close commercial relations with Germany, relations 
which ever since 1936 had heen the main plank in their platform of 
‘economic progress. 


‘To explain how the Afghan Government with this somewhat ill-assorted equip: 
‘the way of first principles faced up to the stupendous events of 1041 will 
wirpone of the present review: 

2, "Viewed frou this. part of Central Asia, the outstanding event of a 
thoroughly startling year was the invasion of Rassia by Germany—22nd June, 
UAL Statecraft i Afghanistan had, for a8 Jong a ‘living memory could go 
back, consisted principally in the maintenance of a faintly trembling balance 
Watweon Britain and Russia. Afghan arrogance had been fostered through the 
‘years hy their own conceit of their importance as n bulfer State lying between 
Tro reat and mutually jealous Powers, while the needs of an impoverished 
CGovecnment could often be met cheaply by the sale of nebulous favours which the 
same (wo Powers—sometimes Britain and sometimes Russia— seemed sili 
tough to aceept at their face-value. During the last decade, on the other hand, 
there ad arisen in Earope Power which by its methods and policies commended 
toalf strongly to the Athan mind. The resurgence of Germany was a fact of 
world importance; with her mighty armaments and strident militarism, where 
roe une not hah up!” By comparison, England seemed set_oo a policy of 
Habhy pacifism. "She had made no real atiempt to arm herself for the struggle 
aH, Rosmed! manifestly to be coming: her policy im Tadia was both weak and 
Miecrtain, aud her democratic fotilities compared with the rigorons concen- 
Turion of German power in the hands of an outstanding personality seemed to 
the Afghan mind to betray a fundamental wenkness, if not mere ineptitude. 
Russia, on the other hand, was hated and feared by all. Behind the impenetrable 
farmer of secrecy which surrotinded her no one knew exactly what was going 
arti’ fhe Communist doctrine was so odious in itself that there must be internal 

sconent anda couater-revohition was always a posuility, “Anyway, the 

SNE Government was known to be ineficient, and the Red Army, compared with 

tnaigiccilined might of Germany, a mere rabble lacking in modern equipment 

soe teSiled with corruption and disloyalty. “When in the suramer of 1959 Russia 


an 
Sirince 2 Rave Bone over to Germany, the shape of things to dome was str 
Potdeefal tay Fate, where was the harm ia a closer relationship with this 
Yonder fal eouatty—German ny_—which, apart from the fact that it seemed likely 
eo ae ina ogee cs in world politics perhaps for « long 
fie, {0 come, was willing to grant credits almost for the asking ant fn wdditioe 
ro sgrereign merit of being a long way away from Afghanistai. 
ine nnd owe Sind that whan. 144 opened, Germar, agencies were dominant 
is seca cen a ram 
Goree eal acta tt era 8 
debe ha me ae keer 
Government. Another Ger Ube et 


fghian 
‘Shir 


could they expect, 
Afghan Government 
teachers in Afghan 
the whole of Polat 


Hindus rutin, 
id boa really 


send ot depart 
‘and that ¢ 
Sebeotion ve ititernal stability. and the pence 


5. But this was ay ly. 
smeat ja March 1041, when, they, had he esty’« Govern. 


in the'world, 


country. And 
The 


ion and nothing had come 
sould the Government takea strove line now el 
in more recent years Afghan inability to respond to Bri 
Ins ty to British adv n 
partly to fear of Russian reactions and partly to the intoleratle odie 
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imposed by the British Goreroment on all proposals made by.them. The Afghan 
Government again, ever since the war began, bad doue everything, that could 
Pest be date 10, cnsure the neutrality of Afghanistan ‘and the peace of the 
border. In all the circumstances what more could the British Government expect ! 
The Afghan Government woold certainly not agree to hreak; the contracts into 
which they had entered with German organisations, although in pursuance of 
their declared policy of complete neutrality they would enter, into no fresh 
Contracts and would permit ho, increase in” Axis penetration... The. professed 
basis of their policy, however, remained as tefore and His Royal Highness the 
Prime Minister would give an absolute guarantee to His Majesty's Government 
that,” provided Afghanistan was not invaded by armed forces, Afghan attitude 
‘would not, while, he was alive, be a cause of embarrassment to the British 
Government during the course of the war."” His Majesty's Government accepted 
this guarantee warily and (ook the opportunity to reiterate their dissatisfaction 
with the existing situation in Afghanistan. They realised the Prime Minister's 
difficulties, however, and were prepared to maintain their previous relations with 
his Government—particularly on the economic side—provided that it was under- 
stood that the normal procedure in. all such matters must prevail in Afghanistan 
4s elsewhere, ‘This was in April 1941 and so, broadly speaking, matters still 
stood in June when the German armies mnarched into Russia, 


however, to be construed 

Teference to the special circumstances of the time, It is not, in fact, certain 
that this so frequently. professed desire for “close friendship ” was ever much 
more than a matter of words. A desire to be on friendly terms with England 
and also to get ax much out of her as possible was certainly there, but “close 
friendship” is strong language, and it is remarkable haw often when His 
Majesty's Government had made some concrete. advance in the way of a closer 
relationship the Afghan Government eluded their efforts and the position 
Temajned monotonously the same as before. Fear.of Russian aggression was also 
still present as well as the wish to retain close commercial relations with Germany. 
‘The most powerful influence of all was, however, undoubtedly the first, viz. the 
desire hy hook or by crook to keep out of the war. 

7. "When towards the end of June Germany fell upon Russia it became 
necessary for the Afghan Government to take origitial stock of their position, 
Obviously for a time at any rate their importance as a buffer State would 
‘completely disappear. For Afghan Ministers trained in the traditional Afghan 
Statecraft this was no light matter. The basic: principle in accordance with 
‘which they had regulated their limited external relations for so long had 
disappeared overnight and in a world which was rapidly becoming enselo 
the ‘of total war where wns any adequate substitute to be sought 
there were compensations. There need obvionsly, for instance, be no fear of 
Russian aggression for some considerable time to come. The Russian armies 
‘would be no match for the all-conquering Germans, the defeat of Russia would 
‘only be a matter of time—probably a short time—when the Soviet system might 
Gistategeate and the northern menace he removed from the Afghan horizon 
perhaps for generations to come. To reinsure with the Germans must therefore 
Surely still be good policy, although trade relations with that country might now 
decome difficult except by the long and expensive route via Persia and Turkey. 
‘And what of England!” If trade with Germany—and perhaps with Russia as 
well—became impossible, it might be necessary to move clover to Britain, bat 
Carefully, for the Germans, even if they seemed to be far away. must soon defeat 
the Russians and then who was going to stop them, and where? 

And there was a comparatively minor matter which presently was to 
assume serious proportions, At the time when the German armies invaded Russia, 
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there were in Afghanistan some eighty German nationals not inclusive of the 
staff of the German Legation. These people fell into certain categoties 


ployed in Afghan educational institutions 5, aD 
Technical experts employed by the Afghan Government 25 
(©) Professional people, doctors, &e, in private practice in 

(@) Representatives of German firms 
(e) Unemployed or unattached eepeisats 
Obviously, if close trade relations with Germany, due to developments in. the war 
situation,’ were to become impossible, the technicians and the representatives of 
German firms at any rate would become unemployed. As such they were a danger 
to Afghanistan in a twofold sense, 


(a) They might attempt to intrigue with the tribes of the Indian frontier 
‘or even, if it suited them, foment a revolution in favour of ex-King 
Amanuilab: and 

(®) They would almost certainly attract the unfavourable notice of His 
Majesty's Government and of the Government of India, 


And this 
revies 


Tt was 
decided that, particularly in view of Afghan susceptibilities in the matter of 
hspitality aud so on, it would be well, for the time being at any rate, to confine 
the demand to non-officials only. Then there was the question of safe-conduct 
His Majesty's Government decided that, in view of the urgent necessity of 
securing the removal of these potential enemy agents, » guarantee of safe-conduct 
to Axis-controlled territory must be given. Not only this, but it was decided that 
they should be transported to such territory free of charge. These aad numerous 
‘other subsidiary issues having been cleared out of the way, on the Oth October His 
Majesty's Minister, at an interview with His Royal Highness the Prime Minis 
tendered a friendly request on behalf of His Majesty's Government for the 
expulsion of all non-official German and Italian nationals’ from Afghanistan 
‘within a period of one month. On the 11th October’ the Soviet Ambassador 
tendered a similar request on behalf of is Government. 

' both representations the Prime Minister adopted the same attitude, 
He agreed by implication that the individuals in question. should be removed 
‘The difference had to do with the method. If he was left to do it in his own way. 
he would on one plea or another bave all non-official Axis nationals out of 
Afghanistan in at the most three months. Compliance in terms with the request 
of the Allied Goveraments would, however, mean that the whole question would 
have to be put to the Cabinet and afterwards to the Afghan Parliament for 
decision. There followed various exchanges, but by the 17th October the Afghan 
Government had decided to comply with the Anglo-Russian request, As was 
inevitable, there were last-minute hitcbes—numbers of them—-but in’ the end 
206 German and Italian nationals left Afghanistan in two batches, the fist on 
the 20th October and the second on the following day: 

11. The matter did not, however: end there. When the Prime Minister 
spoke of entrusting a decision in this important matter to Cabinet and Parlin 
ment he spoke not much less than the truth. ‘The actual decision was taken after 

[seas] x2 



























































































































































discussions in the Cabinet and after consulting those members of the Loe Jirga 
(National Assembly) who lived in or near the capital. At the same time, 
however, it was decided to summon the National Assembly in order that the 
Government might have an opportunity of explaining their action to the country 
No meeting of this Assembly had been held since 1990, when it was ealled in order 


at i might ratify the aceon of His Inte Maje ir Shah to the 


Throne of Afghai 
matter of the expr amply illustrated by this one fact 
alone. ‘The delegates duly arrive ‘was said that they had all been 
carefully hand-picked—and the Assembly duly went into seasion in the early days 
of November. ‘The formal proceedings were of the briefest, the real business 
having obviously’ been transacted outside. ‘The action of the Government in 
expelling the non-official German and Italian nationals was defended by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, almost the only other speakers being the leading 
nullaha of the country—a second proof, if such were needed, that the Goverment 
‘Were well seized of the dangers inherent in the situation. Finally, a single resolu 
tion was passed which purported to embody the advice of the Assembly to the 
Execative Government of the country. After endorsing and approving the action 
of the Government in expelling the Axis nationals, the resolution recited— 


(@) That occupation of the whole or of any part of Afghanistan by any 
Power would in no circumstances be tolerated; 

(8) That the use of land oF air routes in or through Afghanistan must in no 
circumstances be conceded; 

(©) That no treaty should be entered into with any Power which might 
Drejudice the neutrality of Afghanistan; and 

(2) That the right of Afghanistan to have diplomatic relations with any 
Country abe chose nue in all cireumstanges be preserved 


For some days after this resolution had beets made public the local press and radio 
Wore utilised for the dissemination of some typical Afghan heroics, when 
gradually the whole incident faded away and shortly, with the onrush of exciting 
‘ows from other quarters of the world, was almost, if not entirely, forgotten, 

12 Much might be written about the motives which animated the Afghan 
Government in acceding to the Anglo-Russian démarche and in summoning the 
National Assembly to endorse their action, and incidentally provide them with a 
public and also somewhat minatory foreign policy| That the principal object of 
the Allied Governments—the removal of potentially dangerous enemy agents — 
was achieved rather more easily than might have been expected will be clear {rom 
the above necessarily brief description of the incident. ‘The principal factors 
with a bearing on the decision taken—and for them taken quickly—by the Afghan 
Government perhaps were— 

(a) Knowledge on the part of the Prime Minister that the Anglo-Russian 

demand was not, in fact, without justification; 

(0) The heavy weight of joint Anglo-Russian presture—a thing which had 

never happened before in history: 

(©) The certainty that the two Great Powers acti ther would never 

‘accept the heavy diplomatic rebull involved if the Afghan Government 
‘attempted. a refusal; 

(d) The further knowledge that any step beyond diplomatic pressure was 

likely to be crushing; 

(¢) The fate of Persia—particularly of Reza Shah; 

The very considerate form in which the request was presented; and 
(9) ‘The fact that many of the persons were genuinely idle and an 
‘unnecessary charge on the country, and so on. 


13. But what was all this business going on in Russia? During the first 
months of the Russo-German war it that the prophets of an early Russian 
defeat—the wish here was very much the parent of the thooght—would prove 
to be correct, and that before the notorious northern winter set in Russia would 
lie prostrate before Germany, her armies scattered, and ber political systein 

ibly disintegrated. ‘Then, confounding all these so prescient observers, the 
sian armen as winter was all but clostg in, taroed on the German invades 
and began to handle him very roughly indeed. Tt looked, in fact, as if the famous 
German war machine had most surprisingly met its match. Here with a 
vengeance was food for thought for Afghan statesmen. Only a few months before 
they had flattered themselves that the Russian menace might disappear from 
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their northern horizon, perhaps for an indefinite period. What, however, was 
to be their fate if the Russians, having defeated the Germans, stood forth as 
immeasurably the greatest military Power, not only in Europe, but in the whole 
World? All the more reason now for Afghans to pursue'a’ policy of almost 
truculent neutrality and watch events. Fear of Russian aggreasion had therefore 
become very much alive agains; the question of commercial relations with Germany 
had passed into abeyance; the policy of close friendship with England, on the 
other hand, could be kept alive at the cost of occasional tactful remarks to the 
British Minister. Even more than during the first half of the'year a somewhat, 
harassed pursuit of neutrality was therefore the mainspring of foreign policy it 
Afghanistan 

14. But 1041 had not finished with its surprises yet. On the 7th December 
Japan declared war on America, whereapon England declared war upon Japan 
and Germany and Italy. declared war on America. Afghans do not like the 
Japanese, The causes of this dislike are obscure, but the fact of the dislike is 
‘certain. ‘There is some notion that the Japanese are akin to the Hindus of India, 
@ race whom the Afghans cordially despise. This nebulonx connexion ix 
however, hardly suficient to explain the whole of the Afghan feeling for Japan. 
Perhaps the leaders of Afghan opinion see in. the Japanese the only possible 
‘challenge to the British position in the East; a hungry and ambitious nation ot 
their eastern border would be a much more unpleasant neighbour than England 
Trt her raditinal sympathy for Islam, panther expansionist period and proved 
times without number to harbour no designs on Afghan independence. ‘The early 
tones of the Japanese in the Pacife therefore evked no particular admira 
tion, and the general feeling was that Pearl Harbour and Hong Kong ware a 
were flash in the pan and that presently the Americans and the British would 
gather their strength and retrieve the situation. Towards the very close of the 
Year, however, the rapid Japanese advance in Malaya caused seriots misgivings 
in the inner circle of the Government—misgivings which found public expression, 
in eriticism of the British for their lack of foresight in the matter of the protec: 
tion of their Far Eastern possessions and in denigration of the Americans as an 
‘fieminate and unwarlike people. Mingled with this was a sense of relief that 
‘such threat as the British power in India represented to their eastern frontier— 
there bad been ill-informed rumours of a British invasion of Afghanistan during 
wont of the autumn and early winter—was removed and that, Russia being 
heavily involved with Germany and England with Japan, Afghanistan might 
yet, with skilful guidance, endure the years of tho war’ with her neutrality 
‘unscathed. 

15. The principal preoceupation of the Afghan Goverument during the 
your 1941 was, therefore, the maintenance—if it could be done—of most 
‘complete neutrality. Set against this background, it is easy to see how awkward 
the persistent Anglo-Rassian efforts to counter Axis penetration in the countty 
nos, ave been. ‘Tut it was not aly matters of high policy that wore coloured 
by the neutrality approach. Afghanistan being Afghanisian, trivial incidents 
‘of everyday life came to-be regulated by the same considerations. Entertainment 
‘of members of foreign missions is, for instance, a thing of the past, And not only 
this, but attendance by Afghans of status at social functions at the various 

bassies and legations in the capital is closely overlooked by the Foreign Office. 
‘The King, on the other hand. is never seen, and there are no Court functions. 
‘The Prime Minister himself has also become a recluse... He makes a dignified and 
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May the Governmnt desided to place s complete ban on the dissemination of al 
propaganda material in the country, but in the end, so far as Britieh propaganda 
Ste reel cient hay eat sondern 
the lagativu was permitted to: went a daily bnlletin to foreigners and to ‘British 
nationals residing in the capital. ‘The Foreign Office agreed to receive 1 copy of 
this bulletin, bot otherwise its dissemination among Afghans was completely 
prohibited. Towards the and of the year the Afghan Post Office—of course, under 
the orders of the Afghan Government—started a practice of bolding up all 
recognisable propaganda material sent from India to-addresses in Afghanistan. 
‘This last aspect of the problem still awaits discussion and settlement with the 
Afghan authorities 

16, The outbreak of Rashid Ali's rebellion in fraq in May 1941 and the 
subscquent events in that country aroused no serious reactions in Afghanistan. 
‘And this, although the Iraqi Minister—M. El Kheduiry—who had. previously 
profeted ardent pro-Britial empathy began, the moment fling sari in 

raq, to spfead violent anti-British propaganda, and even bad the audacity to 
‘attempt to incite Afghan sympathy with Traq:on religious grounds. This was 
followed by the issue from the Iragi Legation of a daily bulletin which wax 
Violently anti-British in tone and which openly incited Moslems to declare a holy 
‘war against Britain." M. El Khedairy was presently (July) recalled by his Gove 
ment and is reported to have since been distuissed. In the same month M. El Hout, 
the Egyptian Minister in Kabul, was also required by his Government to demit 
his post and return to Egypt: Mf. El Hout, during his short tenure of the post 
of Egyptian Minister in Kabal—he arrived ‘in the country only in September 
1940--had’ displayed’ strong’ pro-Axis leanings and was known to be im close 
touch with the German Legation in Kabel. 

17. The entry of Ruasian and British forces into Persia in August had also 
rather less repercussions in Afghanistan than might have been expected. The 
countryside took’ the incident calmly, bat in the inner circles of the Government 
the fato of Reza Shah is said to have caused a considerable flatter and, as already 
‘ed, the exaample of Persia may have had an important bearing on the decison 
of the Afghan Government to avcede to the Anglo-Russian démarche amt expel 
the German‘and Italian eolouies from Kabal. 

18, Th doly occurred what has come to be known as the '* Logar incident."* 
‘two Germans wore discovered at night in the Logar Valley, presomably heading 
for Khost and the Indian frontier, They were accompanied—whether as guides 
for eacort—by some Jajis and Wazirs The party was intercepted by Afghan 
police oF treops, and in the subsequent affray one of the Germans—Berdofler— 
Meas shot dead, > “This gentleman ‘had been Introduced to Afghan society as a 
leprosy expert), while his’ companion—one Brandt—was by way of being an 
entomologist of the lepidopteran jo, The Intterwas also slightly wotnded 
in the wouffle. For some time alter this incident Kabul was rife with rumours, 
‘and that the to Germans wore up to mischief seems certain. How the matter 
‘was finally adjusted with the German Legation is not known, but Brandt finally 
Ieft Afghanistan with the other non-official Axis nationals at the end of October. 
‘That he was interested in butterflies appears to have beew true, but he was also a 
colonel inthe German Air Force. It seems probable that this incident also had a 
considerable bearing’on the decision taken by the Afghan Government to accede, 
to the Anglo-Russian request and expel all ‘non-official German’ and: Italian 
nationals from Afghanistan. 

19. On the internal side the year was one—for Afghanistan—of almost 


complete peace, No serious challenge to the authority of the Government appeared 

fromm any quarter, and ia the opinion of competent observers the Yahya, Khel 

Government, after the session of the National Assembly, had, in spite of its action 

in expelling the German‘and Ttalian colonies, actually strengthened its position 

in the country. The truth, perhaps, is'that there is no leader in the country at 

Present competent to challenge the personal position of the Pvime Minister, while 
ith the seale of 


the smaller fry are s0 impressed wi f the world events that they prefer 
to leave the present Government to deal with the situation, putting their personal 
ambitions and so on aside till better times supervene. The Pritme Minister him- 
self is still reported to be unpopular in the country, but his grip'on affairs appears 
to be as jent as ever and, untoward events apart, there seems to be no reason 
why he should not see Afghanistan through the war. “His health, it is trae, is not 
‘what it was and he complains that his long tenure of power has worn him ont, but 
the old skill is still there and he remains the outstanding member'of the small 
headquarters clique which controls the inner counsels ‘of the Government of 
Afghanistan, Rumours are still not wanting of dissensions between the various 
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members of the Royal family, but it seems possible that the extent of these 
differences is being exaggerated. The Minister for National Defence—His Royal 
Highness Sirdar Shah Mahmud Khan—is sometimes reported to be at logger- 
heads with his half-brother, about this or about that, but during the crisis over 
the expulsion of the Axis nationals he stood loyally by the Prime Minister, and 
it seems probable that the pressure of events during war time is that the 
Yahya Khel will keep their ranks closed rather than risk the extrusion of the 
dynasty and the resultant possibility of the dissolution of Afghanistan into its 
mutually dissident elements. 

20.” If the main guiding principle of Afghan foreign policy right from the 
beginning of the present war has been a determination to pursue—almost at any 
costa policy of complete nevtrality, are there any conceivable circumstances in 
Which the Government might be brought to abandon this policy and, e.g, throw 
in their lot with the Allied Powers against the Axis! After the National 
Assembly had dispersed, the Prime Minister told His Majesty's Minister, in 
response to a direct question, that under the terms of the resolution passed by 
the Assembly, the Afghan Government would resist aggression from whatever 
Quarter it might come, and His Royal Highness earnestly requested that His 
Majesty's Government be informed that the resolution was to be interpreted in 
this sense and not as especially directed either against Britain or against Russia, 
‘That this was the intention when the resolution was framed and passed may very 
well be true. Whether, if ube need arises, it will be translated into action will 
protably depend very much on the circumstances of the time. For the Afghi 


Turkey at the time had actually joined the Allies, 
then the chances of Afi wn throwing in her lot with those who oppose the 
Axis plan of world domination are not perhaps entirely illusory 
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CHAPTER I.—PERSIA. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 


W 9604 /255 /802) No.1 


Mr, Biden to Sir A, Clark Kere (Kuibysher), 
(No. 194) 
Sin, Foreign Offi, July 7. W942 

THE Soviet Ambassador asked to see me this morning and brotight me the 
attached letter on the subject of the Tebi Hix Excellency said 
that be had been instructed to add some. oral His Government 

he prineiple that these a ld be jointly used. 
wre agreed without demur to the construction by the British of 
H Quateh Surzhed when doe by Sir R, Bullard 
the 
Tape 
In February. the Soviet (i 
Murgheh in order to secure t bombers. w 
arriving: as I knew, from the United States at the Persian Gulf. They wore 
also unig the aerodrome to train pilots. As the flow of bombers increaved thi 
Soviet authorities hnd felt it necemary to stop the paswonger planes using 
aerodrome and to institute a system of passes. IL appoared that. our 
tuthorities had protested at the system of passes. Hin Excellency assured 
however, that the Soviet anthorities had never requested our personnel to leave, 
not had they ever refused facilities to our aircraft. Nor would they do #0 until 
the whole question of these aerodromes was settled, as they hoped it would be 
settled, by diplomatic conversations between us 

2. The Ambassador said that the Soviet Government: were open {0 receive 
any other proposals we liked to make if we could not accept those of the Soviet 
Government. "For instance, they did not object to the division of nerodromes 
between the British and the Soviet command, so that Mehrabad and Dushan-Tape 
should remain under British control and Qualeh Mungheh should remain under 
Soviet command. ‘Then the repair shop at DushanTape would have to serve 
ue both... This was an alternative to the joint use af the aerodromes. 

‘3. 1 told the Ambassador that this problem was clearly one that must 
now be solved. T would consider the suggestions he had made with our advisers, 
and communicate to him again shortly 

Tam, & 
ANTHONY EDEN 


11933, [24501 
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Enclosure in No. 1 
Mr, Maisky to Mr. Biden 


My dear Foreign Secretary aly 6, 1942 
IN connexion with your letter of the 17th June No, W. 283/355 /602, om the 
inateuctions of my Government I have the honour to communicate that the Soviet 
is prepared to accept the principle put forward by you that the 
calromer situated in the neutral ‘zane should he used jointly By the 
Soviet and British authorities... The Soviet Government. is of thé opinion that 
this principle should be extended to all Teheran ‘Qualeh Murghels 
Mebrabad and Dushan-Tape. The Soviet Gove er, that the 
at Hon of these nerodromes would be difficult to carry out in 
Practice and might lead to some serious organisational difficulties which is clearly 
Undesirable, inasmiich ax the matter concerns the administration of military 
neroxtromes 
Taking these circumstances into consideration the Soviet Government is 
inclined to think that the best possible solution of this question would be to 
cotablish the following system in the administration and use of the Teheran 
‘norodromes :— 
(1) The Qualeh Margheh aorodrome to be jointly used bw both partic for 
Niet nd. Brit military. plates but to be under Soviet 
‘ministration 
(2) The Mehrabad aerodrome to remain under British administration but 
It he used jointly by both parties for parsenger planes 
a i or British -ndministeat 
iy shop situated on this acrodro 
it necemary, serve the needs of Soviet planes 


‘The necomity to create @ joint aerodrome for passenger planes ie clearly 
ied by the contemplated establishment of air lines which will link ap 
Kuibyahow and Moscow with Landon an ygton vin Teberan, Whit 
bo served hy British an woll we Sovict on the grounds of 
military consideration, the Soviet Command feels it necessary to reserve the 
Qualeh, Murgheh aerodrome solely for military planes With regard to the 
joint use of the aircraft repair and assembly shop at Dushan-Tape aerodrome, 
ihe need for thin is ovident in view of the fact that a vonsiderable number of 
bombers are being transferred to the Soviet Union via Teheran, a certain 


proportion of which will undoubtedly require some adjextment or repairs 
‘ours sincerely 
T, MAISRY. 


ee eee 
(E 4095/14/34 No.2 
Mr, Holman to Mr. Kiden—(Reevieed July 8) 


Tehram duly 8, 1942. 

NG to growing unpopolarity tho postin of Prime Minister has been 

steadily deteriorating. Further, he has become the object of attack by the Majlis 
tuany of whom are anxious to obtain ministerial posts and feel they are being 
deprived of the spoils of ollie. During the last. few days it seemod almost certaiit 
that the Goverment woold fall, but Prime Minister told me last night that. for 
the time being he had surmounted the crisis. He added, however, that the wheat 
situation was causing him grave anxiety and that, unless we could help him out, 
ht find himself forced to resign (see my telegram Na. 872). \ Possible 

Said, Ziaed-Din Tabatabai and Qawam-ws 

favoured by the Soviet Ambassidou 

My United States and Turkish 


colleagues appear to hold no strong. views, 
2 'Now that the posts of Minister for Foreign Aflairs and Minister of the 

Tterior have been filled, it would seem natural that question of dissolution of 

Majlis and the holding of new election should come to the fore a T doubt. 

however, whether present Prime Minister would in existing © 

strong enough to cope with such a situation, particularly as he bas been told by 

the Soviet Ambassador that, owing to present situation on the war fronts, the 








a 


inomentis wot opportune. My Turkish colleague, who ix always intensely nvous 
of Russian intentions is anxious that the Majlis shoold be placed ot co 
tional basis as soon as possible. Otherwise, he fears that the Soviet Government 
Will setup strong. pro-Soviet Administration here unvler thet own ome 
Aaale Majic and th they’ Tike without Inndennee 

3. Situation, of conan needle watching eles. Out T am not impressed by 
the fears of my Turkish colleague, nor do T think that dissolution and i ie 
Meslcat the monea, ty & erent ax upc oh we 
Solely is practicable. however desirabie It maybe from ob point of vie 
the interests of efficient government. as te 
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Me. Hlnan to Mrs Hilonm(Received July & 
Roe (Received uly 8) 

HIB Majesty’sivaicommtatve p crplient ‘ 
: i compliments. to His, Majesty's 
Principal Secretary af State for Foreign fair and has the honout to transi 
horewith a copy of « confidential report on the Internal Situation at Tabriz, by 
Hiin Majesty's Consul. Generml Tabs Nor If of the toch 


Tehran, June 17,1942. 


Knolosure in No, 3 


Conaul-Geneeal Urquhart to Mr, Holman. 


(Xo 17, Contidontint) 
Sir, ? 
; i Tabris, June 10, 1982 
T HAVE reported to you certain vague rumours about trouble between the 
hort suerte and the Shahvevans. fut until tory T have nok inet nnyone 
ras able atid w » tell roe exactly what the trouble was. Thi morning 
Thad vist from the Governor of ad T now have the hon 10 pa hears 
eu it of what he said. T would earnestly request that he should not, be 
uote to anvone ns the source of the following information, Waive the quotation 
ould probably be repented! to im and almont certainly make bitn less commana 
2. Me. Kabiri has no Shahsovans in the area under his charge, but he ix a 
— ofa leading Mar ha foal and himself owns property the te has 
every. interest. to keop himself informed of what takes place 10 the Maragha 
Sate nde his the eat sourees of information ota sponse 
ito nan of Maragha Ties Mastarud'. manta istrict lan 
lunsurveyed as yet, where live pastoral tribes, haif Kurd, half Shahsovnn 
lefeated, and, according to the Governor af Khol, it was decided to apply to the 
the Hashim method. the same: which fins bad ich Aleta OS acted 
tezaich. xendaries was organised Lo go agains ‘and civilians 
from the Aaah district were rae to strengthen al support te sels 
The landlords of Maragha aud their men combined readily. with the gendarmnes 
for this expedition, because the tribes are relatively weak nnd because there was 
He prospect of acquiting omothing ih the way of lot. The tribes a 
Mt resist; they surrendered some. weap fever, the gendarn 
td kes extent af eine m,n tyke teed 
aims, the tribesmen turned on them ated them. : 
tribesmen wore bea 


onthe na. Now a ban of 
m Tooting wherever they find 
yt Recently they hal ight with geudarmes and it in said that 
they were chased away in the direction of Kunfisian, a tegion where thee nee 
atrndy more tha is share of wl me with rc in thr ba 

The Governor was not able to tell me anything about the trouble reported 
from Anfebil, but I find it easy to believe that the aathorit a longer 
heads with the tribes i Andel and in Rhalkhate Phe eee abe At eae 
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the old days, when the tribes began moving in the spring and early summer, and 
itis evident that for the time being Persia has reverted to the old days of tribal 
en and ieee 

1 took this oppo : the Goveruor what was the sequel to the 

ig of two Russi: { which he had informed me when 1 visited 

athe itente subparagraph of oy despatch 

Dith May aon tak ho stop Wo punish 

the killers, that they had chosen the way of negotiation. The leaders concerned 

bad been brought to Khoi to meet him and had agreed to return the stolen 
Animale: Nowe he says all in quiet. 

Mh yinsing ths with obvious satisfaction, described the atate of affairs in 
hi dlsete the Governor spoiled the ellet by confessing that when be had invited 
the hts to tell them hes the passage OF the Persian tops through, Khoi to 
ovale, one of them, the importa aid ore than 
that, ns men pillaged a village inthe neighbourhoed! on the Stst May, just afte 
the troops had passed, Gendarme from Salmas had later ito kill three 
OF Kote Agta'e men (in some cowary ambush, aceorditg to another informant) 
fad afte some negotintion the Russi cathe Kae vo recover the 
Pasion ‘The Governor ‘of ‘Tabriz, wh Immediately afterwards 
tontinued the story fro Hie hd just received » telegram reporting 
that Kotas Agha was plannis attac ‘of Salmas itself, and 
stating that the commander of 8 d gi “ 
to the local commander of the gendarmerie. Reinforcements had been sent. It 
Randly seems likely thot the Kards would attack a town where Russian troops 
are quarter : 

Hari ipantioned to Mr, Kabiri a telegram which the Governor of ‘Tabriz 
received two days ago, and which stated that some Maku Kords had begun to 
Pillage Mie. Kabietwna not abo tosay much about jt beyond the fact that woe 
‘Jalili Kurds, the same whom Reza Shah exiled to Kazvin and who moved back, 
ality funded, a toon ax bend yous, were known to have started looting, Bat 
he was anxious to tell me a frontier story concer a Kurd, a Mullah Mahmud, 
who lives in a village some 8 miles fron rkish border. Being involved 
ina foud with some other Kurds, he and bie family invited relatives from neroxs: 
the frontier to come and helfs them, A fight took place, and Mahmud’s side wa 
worated. fifty animale were driven away fr Village across the frontier 
and sold in Turkey, but, more serious, one of the Kurds from Turkey was killed, 
Mabiand subsequently received a visit from a Turkish bimbashi and two gendarme 
ofticera, who, according to the Governor, offered to arrange that Mahmud showld 
have further help from Turkey against his mnies mm Persia, The Turks 
withdrew when the Kathods protested against their intrusian into Persian 
torritory. The Governor's deduction was that the Turks, or some of them, are 
Interested to feed the fires of Kardish unrest in this country, bat T think it more 
likely that they were concerned to investigate the death of @ Turkish citizen and 

if they offered help it probably meant that they would try to recover 
the stolen animals. The story illastrates the state of disorganisation in th 
froatige 0, 

8. I questioned the Governor about nating ross the Turkish frontier, 
andl he aid that without doubt x great deal was being illegally ‘exported, and 
particularly grain and animals. The Russians were buying a good deal, but 
nore thin twice what they were taking from the Khoi and Maku regions was 
going to Turkey. There are tribes who have kinsmen in Turkey, and it 1s easy for 

um to organise this traffic ‘The Governor went ao fir as fo say that the peasants 

ound Maku had sold to the exteat that they had not enongh left for themselves 
Until recontly Maka was in the district of the Governor of Khoi: now a separate 
rovernorate has been set tip, and Mr Kabiti professed to be anxious to have 
Kfaka put tick under his control. Ho said that he bad told Tebran that unless 
this was done he could accept no responsibility for the leakage into Turkey of the 
produce of his district. I doubt whether he could do much, as things are, to stop. 
that leakage, even if Maku were in his district again, and T snapect that his 
protest to Toran Was! more Of ai ‘itiisation Uhat they wast not expect hina 10 
{ofp ren ater rather tana emine requ for the restoration 
of Maku. 

® It surprised me to hear a Persian Governor place the blame for the 
trouble with the Shahsevans so squarely on the shoulders of the gendarmes and 
their civilian helpers. Mr. Kabiri bluntly accused them of using the order to 
disarm the tribes as an opportunity for seizing the tribesmen's flocks. I think 
that perhaps he forgot he was an official and spoke as a property-owner, with 








good deal to lose if serious trouble ensues in the Maragha district, His statement 
is on direct contrast with the official Persian version, which always begins with 
the accusation that the tribes were guilty of looting, but it corresponds closely 
with the Russian explanation of how the trouble began in the Rezaich district 
You will recollect that Serhang Hashimi recruited gendarmes and armed 
civilians there for the purpose of disarming the Kurds and that the first, and 
virtually the only, achievment of the gendarmes was to kill and rob some Kurds 
bound for Mehabad on business. “Indeed, Mr. Kabiri's remarks were so 
uun-Persian in their form that I wondered at one stage whether he might not have 
come under Russian influence, or be giving me a prepared story for quotation to 
T think the chances are that he was sincere, but I was careful to 

ble remarks which could bear repetition either to. Persians or to 


Assaming that there is truth in what the Governor said, Mr, Kabiri's 
version of the proceedings against the tribes east of Maragha provides one more 
illustration of the utter worthlessness of the gendarmerie, ak well as proving 
the Russian ease that in the matter of looting there ie little to choose lwtwe 
Kards, except that the Kurds are more effetive, The 
"I ‘can suggest i8 4 reconstituted gendarmerie under foroign 
The present fore has no health init whatsoever; it ix rotten throughout 
Te does not matter that the orders given to it are in the public interest, because 
when entrusted with their execution it perverts them into occasions for brutality 
and robbery. Honest Persians admit this. I understand that an attempt. is 
being made to secure order in Kurdistan by giving the Kurds the responsibility 
for guarding the roads, bat this cannot be entirely satisfactory, or mote thin 
1 temporary solution at test. Foreign officers of the right typ might make 
something of these same Kurda, however, and, being free from all taint of racial 
(or religioux fend, they might be able to secute co-operation between disciplined 
Kurds and a rehabilitated Porsian gendarmerie where no Persian officer can 
ype to 


&e 
RW. URQUHART, 
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Mr. Holman to Mr. Bden—(Received Jul 
ial iden—-(Received July 8.) 
ir Tehran, June 2, 1942. 
,___LT might have beon supposod that after the signature of the Anglo-s 
Porsian Treaty on the 20h January, 1042. the relations between 
now Allies would improve in an orderly and peaceftl 
that this has not been the case. Such has boen the complete lack of power of 
decision of the Persian Government. and their ill-concoived resistance to. the 
relatively moderate demands whic pon them, that in April 
steps had to be taken to move up British trops in the direction of Tehran. in 
foruncion with the Rasa and to let i be inferred that force might have to 
je employed a second time, Tn this despatch T have the honour to review and 
analyse the causes of thi state of affairs Eee aneee 
2 Without any doubt the two principal causes were =— 


(1) British military and naval setbacks! at tho be ° r 
__ Africa and in the Far East, and ct 
(2) The continued presence of the Japanese Legation in Tehran 


So long as our interests were suffering in the various theatres of war, it was 
only natural that Axis propaganda and activities should take ona new Jease 
of life here and that Persians who might otherwise he well disposed towards us, 
should assume that old profession of ‘* fence-sitting.”” The flaines of anti-British 
feeling were at the same time fanned by the Japanese Legation, who with theit 
network of financed propaganda and intelligence activities played on the fears 
and feelings of the public, who were led to believe that all their sufferings, 
Berticalarly economic, were du to the Allies. The rupture of relations between 
Persia and Japan accordingly became ove of our primary objectives, on. which 
p in every other sphere depended. The AngloSoviel-Persian ‘Treaty 
could naturally not be quoted in support of any representation to the Persian, 
[24801] a3 
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Government, owing to the fact that. Japan was still in diplomatic relations 
with Russia, IL was accordingly urged upon the, Persian Government that the 
losing of the Japanese could reasonably be expected as an earnest of 
goodwill ss between Allies on account of dapan’s unprovoked aggression; that 
Ne would not harm Persian iiterests in Japan or Japapese interests in Persia, 
toch of which wero to all practical purposes non-existent: that the continued 
presence of the Japanese. Legation could serve no, useful purpose. as. all 

ation f nied them, and that the Japanese Legation 
was, it fact, ot itary intelligence reports 
were. sau th Tndeed, the Japan pected of using a secret 
Wireless transmitter, and their agents were known to be distributing lange sume 
‘of money’ and quantities of subversive literature. 

1 need rngth the history of the long and repeate 
representatiotis to the Persian Goverument begun early in February. Sullice it 
tony that-to progress could be achioved with this question for about two. 

It ws siecenaary to use every possible form of imlueeinent and pressure, 
United States Government. were persuailed to iako tho grant of lease 
facilition for the Persian Governinent- ail the. provision of expert, advisers 
n the rupture of relations between Persia avd Japan, The Soviet 
Hverment agreed Loi Unt tn to ob ction 
ected 
noorol atdl-othor soutens to. prove J 
i in uikliplomatia aiid aubverxive activities and this info 
ated to the Persian authorities, Finally, the Miniatry for Forsign 
Aflairm the Prime Mininter said ie Majesty the Shiai himself were warned! im 
incertnin terwa that the situation, would seriously: deteriorate, unlews early 
ratinfnotion were received. 
4. Notwithstanding these repre . every. conceivable form of 
prevarication was invlulged in by the Persian Government to keep the Japanese 
ny Which thoy probably regarded ne their last re-insurance. ink. with th 
wr question wna even dincuased at a socret Majlis, where 
according to. the Prime Mi nembers were strongly ia favour of the main: 
eof relations with Ja of His overnment, 
inthe United Kingdom wn 0. 506, of 
the 12th April, to Kuibysh 
had decided to cancenteate troops on ran to bo able to occupy the cap 
if necensary, and enforce the closing of the Japanese Legation. IL was arranged 
that Sir Header Bullard would then demand an itamediate audience with the 
Shah and insist on the rapture of telations with Japan. The Soviet Ambassado 
im London bad been informed of ion ail told that, if British forces 
were eventually ebliged to occupy Tehran, and if the situation should #0 develop 
to ree oftertneaures event tho Soviet Government aight wish to 
iisoedated In the occapation of the capital. His Majesty's Government. woul 
trelcome much aikecision, “The Persian Government, bowover. sensing. to doubt 
‘hat His Majesty a hd mae ap thet ad to take fret action 
nally’ gave up the tinequal struggle and on the 42h April instructed: t 
tapmnede Minter to leave Persia with his staf! in one week. Kventually th 
tion loft Tehran on tho 28rd Apel 
Gi Meanwhile, there existed other acute causes for dinsatisfaction with the 
Persian Government 
(0) Te was proving increasingly diftkilt to obtain auficient rial eurrency i 
exchange for sterling he expenditure of the British 
‘tutd, rail and aerodrome developments in Pers 
of the note-imue had been reached nd the Persian 
Government: were unwilling or unable to persuade the Majlis to 
increase it. Yet clearly the work of developing communications with 
Russia hind to proceed 
(W) No effective menstines had boon taken by the Persian Government to stop 
Propaganda of eet to make it Mega 
(6 For weeks Hie Majesty's Leeation hind been demanding. without sucess. 
the internment of the six most notorious Persian pro-Axis 
propagandists, 


6. Te appeared to His Majesty's Minister desirable to clear the air by 
insisting at once that all these eminently reasonable desiderata should be met and 
shouli! be included in representations to the Shab. backed by the threat of force, 
‘and that, if possible, similar action should be taken by the Russians. In Foreign 
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Office telegram No. 627 it was agreed that Sir R. Bullard should seek 
with the Shah, but that, if satisfaction had beeu obtained over the dep 
of the Japanese Legation by then, less drastic representations should be made. 

7. The audience eventually took place-on the 22ad April. It was apparent 
that the movements of Russian and British troops which had taken place, and 
the warnings which had. been previously delivered, had boen reported to His 
Majesty. who was evidently aware of the possibility of the strongest. ction. by 
His Majesty's Government. The Shah expressed the keenest desire for the settle 
tment of the currency question. Further, as the reslt of repeated atu sistent 
Fepresentations, a proclamation, making enemy propaganda illegal, had been 
isaued and published in the press Sinmlariy, satisfaction bad als bgen en 
that very morning over the arrest of most of the six Axis supporters; it wa 
therefore, unnecessary for His Majesty's Minister to utter any diteot threat. ‘The 
negotiations on the financial issue actually calminated on the 26th May in the 
signature of a financial agreement which shonld settle the question of rial 
requirements for the du of the war. 

3. This episode certainly had the desired effect of clearing the atmosphere, 
and since then considerable progres has boen made in almost all respects with the 

h insistence al uch wrangling las frequently been 
i. with satisfactori 


b to the general co- 
‘operative attitude of the Persian police, under pressure froin His Majesty's 
tion, many suspects, including Germans. have been arrested, both in. Tehran 
and in the provinces, and the task of the fifth column, for the time being, may 
have been rendered somewhat more hazardous. We still have, however, a lon 
and difhicult road to travel before we can say that it no longer constitutes a 
menace. Enemay propaganda has, during the period under review, to 
en driven underground, though it still exists in strength and is likely to show 
its head again, whenever the war situation becomes uafavourable for tho Allies 
At the present moment there is a noticeable recrudescence of Axis activities here 
Which have, no doubt, been staged to coincide with 
ya and Russia. "The Berlin and Rome brow 
and the Pi 
this: fact 
broad 
to be only used for listenin to Allied broadeant ng, those. org 
fuightly from the Tehran station by the Public Relations Bureau of thix leyation 
‘This, of course, is of distinet advantage to the Allied case, 

9. The noteworthy increase in eo-operation on the part of the Per 
Government since the April crisis has alm shown iteelf inn murber of subse 
issues. For instance, the tribal aituation has given considerable cause for anxiety 
‘owing to the ineptitude of the Persian civil and military authoritio, Tt hax no 
ooger been possible for His Majesty's Legation to adopt an attitude of complete 
detachment regarding internal affairs in the tribal areas which lie athwart the 
supply rote to Russia anid the British lines of communications. Largely ax the 
result of repeated representations by His Majesty's Minister, the Prime Minister 
had made, on the Bist March, declaration to the Majlis promising to remedy 
genuine injustices and grievances of tribesmen and setting up a commission for 
their investigation. The declaration was couched in vague terms and it seemed 
unlikely to create the desired eflect in tribal areas. With your concurrence, His 
Majesty's Minister, in May, pressed the Prime Minister to make hia. offer a 
reality and offered to place our good offices at the disposal of the Persian Govern- 
mebt, in areas where onr interests might be affected, in connexion with land 

revances, The Prime Minister readily consented to His. Majesty's Legation 
being furnished with any information which might be required from records in 
the possession of the Persian Government... The Government of India very ki 
placed at the disposal of this legation the services of Colonel Galloway, Poli 
Advice at) Sullanabed, ‘and’ of | Colooel. Fletcher, Political Advis at 
Kermanshah, for the purpose of investigating tribal grievances, and Colonel 
Galloway has for the fast mouth teen working here as liaison olficet with the 
Tribal Lands Commission at the Ministry of Justice. He has received a. very 
satisfactory degree of co-operation. Members of the legation haye also visited 
Kardistan to investigate tribal complaints, 

10, Meanwhile, the Persian army has, fortunately, shown itself less 
incapable of dealing with tribal disturbances than was feared, An armed revolt 
in Khorasan by Yusuf Hezara’i (Saulat-us-Saltanch) was suppressed by Persian 
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troops, Tn Kurdistan the situation is at present well in hand. Tn the south the 
situation is fairly satisfactory for the time being, but potential troublemakers 
not d by the Persian forces. ‘The Persian army is 
pwerer, a source rable preoccupation in view of its known Axis 
sympathisers. Tn xpected that so soon after the events 
of last September it’ wo ‘our cause. It is possible that under the 
influence of the Shab it may become better disposed, but I feel that it is up to ux 
to try and quicken the pace by assisting it as far as may be possible with its 
military requirements, particularly transport, and in compensating it fully for 
such military equipment as we have remored or purchased in the past. The 
arrival of an Aterican Mission should also improve the situation, 

11... Tw the economic sphere, too, it has been found necessary for this legation 
to interfere more and more in the internal affairs of Persia, It is impossible 
for His Majesty's Government to continue to iam wntities of wheat 

» tho eountey. andl steps ha 
local production and to ensure the proper 4 
locally or imported. Tt has required repeated and insistent: representa 

OL the Anti-Hourding Law put into effect; and it has now become essential (0 
Atrengthen consular staffs by the appointinent of special consular liaison officers 
to watch wheat dintribtion and cheek bom 1 the provinees. This scheme 
hoald be in operation shortly. Meanwhile it te a sign of the times that it has 
been welcomed by the Porsian Gover ‘Tho wheat and internal. transport 
inates are at present, hoskever, far from a aatisfuctory solution, Tt ix impossible 

nay us yet whether the Anti-Hoarding Law will be effectively administered, 
and, id spite of all our efforts, the increased production and proper distribution 
Of wheat are still problematical 

12, Much tho uame considerations apply to Persia's foreign trade in general. 

oti to bring k of the Middle East Supply Centre, 


Persian imports ust be Tiensod and the licences related to quotas approved, by 
the Middle East Supply Contry, "The machinery: necessa 

now beginning to operate, and ‘effect that the Commercial Section of 
thix Tegation will direct and control the whole overseas trade of Persia except 


with Keuaaia, 

13," Te will be seen that a considerable degree of co-operation on the part of 

the Porwian Government his been achieved in every sphere, political, economic 
nd finuncial. T attribtite this partly to the idea which may at last be spreading 
are that the chauces of a finol Axis victory are receding, partly to the rather 
tronger policy which is being adopted by is Majesty's Government towanls 
Persia, and partly to the directive given by the Shah to the Government to 
docopetate as clenely as posable with His Majesty's Legation, Personally, in the 
lust few weeks T have found the Prime Minister generally ready to give as mu 
ratinfaction ax he cai on any question» which I raise with hi 

14. A moat improssive encouragement to thix improvement in our relatior 
was given by the vint of Hit Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester to Tehran 
Trom the 10th to the 13th May, ix Majesty's Minister has reported separately 
onthe rents af the visit, and T would only ferord here that it greatly confined 
the friendly feelings of His Majesty the Shah, who often repeats that he decided, 
awhen he came to the throne, dehnitely to adopt a policy of co-operation with the 
‘Ailies, aiid that it profoundly flattered the Persia ‘atid people at a 
‘most opportone moment 

13." Our relations with the Court might be better, were it not for the 
{afluence of the Queen- Mother, who is bitterly anti-British and makes things most 

ieult, for the second’ ex-Queen, Tamat Pahlevi, How far the Queen-Mother's 
influence extends over the Shah T am unable to say, but my private relations with 
His Majesty are of the closest and in my private conversations with him he is 
completely frank sind seems to be only too pleased to unburden his heart with full 
candenee, What he needs, T am sure, 6 an experienced adviser around bist 
with political sense and no axe to grind, whom he can completely trust. At 
present he seems to suffer from 4 feeling of isolation. 

16._ To tisrn to the intertal political sitaation, the Government of M. Sobeily 
‘was at first far from satisfactory. Scon after he had taken office it became clear 
that he was as incapable as his predecessors of obtaining swift decisions on 
Inatters of vital interest to ts. ‘The question of finding a better Prime Minister 
twas taken up with the Foreign Office, but it was decided that for the moment 10 
tore suttable candidate was available, and be was, therefore, allowed 10 stay 
‘This was & happy decision, as from the preceding paragraphs it will be evideat 
that cooperation with the Prime Minister has considerably improved. He may 
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not be an ideal Prime Minister and may be more untrustworthy and corrupt than 
17. The obstructionist tactics of the Majlis have, however, not decreased 
question of dissolving that somewhat absurd institution anid proceeding 
new elections has been discussed with the Foreigu Office. Dissolution, of course, 
has the advantage of accelerating the Government's business and preventing the 
Prime Minister from using the Majlis as an excuse for procrastination, “It is 
possible that with the temporary disappearance of the ‘Majlis co-operation 
tween His Majesty's Govermment and the Persian Government might be 
improved.  It-has, however, been considered preferable that the pace should not be 
forced, at least pending the ratification of the recently signed Financial Agroo- 
ment and the appointment of Ministers for Foreign Aifairs and of the Interior. 
18. The trial of the ex-Chief of Police, Mukhtati, is proceeding and seetms 
likely to reveal a good deal of scandal concerning events which were much better 
buried. The accused is being given the benéfit of counsel to defend him. Applica 
tiot, has accordingly been 1 he production of certain 
dossiers connected with the ex dors for which Mukhtar 
is accused. ‘The application had to be referred to the Palace, as the dossiers were 
Kept there. ‘The Shab’s secretary recommended that they should not be produce 
Sat the Minister of Cont, Ferough, is sid to have advised che Shat that the 
course of justice should siot be interrupted, an opinion which may: caumo Tis 
Maj a i al of embarrassment. Pee eae, ies 
19, A former Governor of Khorasan, named Pakravan, has recently been 
arrested abd ir to be tried on simular charges, as he wan Goverdor of the provine 
in the ex-Shab's reign at the tine of the mneateres 10 the arin and of the 
execution of the keeper of the shrine, Asad. In view of the ‘of propo 
who aed wer th rege’ of Sah Trea, eon hed dette sey Eee 
inevitable, though we sball do our best to age that our interests ane 
affected. 
20. To sum up, it would be idle to suppose that the 
people have tnrned ar could tua, pro Aly overnight 
to every event is based on fear and self-interest. If the Germans 0 be 
ivan towards Peri accuflly. the nite af the Ferman Govern 
would, of course, change for the worse. But for the present the going in bt 
than might be expected, ‘Tho Persians have discovered. Sanne mee 
busines” ‘They have also discovered that, if our noxin deshlernta are urate 
they are treated with decency and consideration and do not suller the fate ot 
couneres under Axis domination ah 
21, Thronghont the negotiations for the departure of the Japanese Legation 
¢ Togation preserved an outward attitude of condiality and ‘never wight. 10 
humiliate the Persian Goverament or the Shah. ‘This hias, T think, been duly. 
appreciated, and] for ance has not en misconstrued weakness 
in general, the poriod of co-operation durin st four weeks must 
be exploited tothe waxintam poastble extent “There ea vas hell to We cove 
fas will be seen from the preceding Paragraph, The better we can cover it, the 
better we shall be able to face trouble i military situation in Rusia 
deteriorates during the suminer, and the better we shall be abl, if all remains 
normal, to lay a sound basis for close and friendly relations with Persia 
Thave, &c. 
ADRIAN HOLMAN, Chargé dA finires 





E4117 /4117/34) No 
Me. Holman to Me, Bidlen(Receined July 10.) 


(No. 201. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, June 25, 142. 
WITH reference to Sir K. Bullard’s despatch No, 92 of the 3rd Jul 
Pe la leg 
Tehran. 
T have, de. 
ADRIAN HOLMAN. 
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Enclosure in N 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions én Tehran. 
(Paragraphs marked with an asterisk are reproduced from previous reports) 


Afghanistan (Ambassador) Mohammed Nowruz Khan (April 17, 1930.) 
Related to the present ruling family of Afghanistan. Was for some years 
chief weeretary to the present King before being appointed to his first diploinatic 
pest, Teka, Likes to express the opinion of friendship with Great Britain 
should be the ioain plank in Afghan policy. Does not appear to be a man of great 
rey or ability, but is friendly and popular. Speaks some English. Ts a very 
inadequate doyen of the Diplomatic Corps Born about 1900, (Written in 1940) 
Belgivm (Minister): M. Egbert Graefie (January 17, 1937). < 
“ML, Graeffe is somewhat of a specialist in commercial and financial affairs, 
with which, T gather, he dealt while employed in Berlin before his appointment 
to Tehran... He bas a considerable amount of energy and, determination, and is 
outspoken in his discussions with the Persian Government. 1 have never beard 
him admit ignorance of any. subject, official or unofficial, and his claims to 
‘omsiacione are apt to make people underrate his ability. Both he and his wife 
‘speak very excellent English. (Written in. 1935.) 
*When the King of the Belgians surre ermans, 9 
bw keen Royalist, supported the Belgian Governinent in exile, and he is 
4, in spite of the collapse of France. 
*ML Graefle was probably born about 1855. Tle talks almast perfect English, 
‘as docs his wife, who in halfAmerican, (Written in 1940.) 
Chinas (Minister) » Mr, Lai Tiehotaeng (June 28, 1942), 
Mr. Li in tho first Chinese Minister to Persia. He was born in 1905 and 
ye 1031 he hw 
been in the diplomatic service and has gerved in Landon for four years, daring 
which period he acted ax secretary to the Chinese delegation to the World 
Econamic Conference, atid was also secretary to the Chinese delegation to the 
League Avsambly in 198M and 1989, He was x member of the Chinese delegation 
in the abortive negotiations for an immigration agreement ia Burma in 1041 


Cxéehostovakia (Chargé d’Affaires) : Dr, F, Bachtik (December 1941), 

Horn 1885. in Martini in, educated as engineer. Served ax 
volunteor in the Serbian army in 1914; was in the retreat through Albania an 
the Salonika campaign, After the war entered the Czechoslovak diploxnat 
sorvice. He was coniisellor in Belgrade when the Germans invaded Yugoslavi 
but escaped through Tstapbul, He has been in Tehran since December 141 and 
has recently been informally recognined ax Czech Chargé d' Affaires, though his 
agrément has not yot beon formally asked for oF granted. Dr. Bachtik’s principal 
dition consist An straightening ‘ont the allure of Ihe colony of 00; -moxlly 
exigincors and technicians—and in, settling the aumerous difficulties which. have 
fatinen over the Skoda Works which were previously under German influence. 

jr, Bacbtik i somewhat reproached locally for having allowed the Skoda 
Works to fall under strong Russian influence 

Dr. Buchtik seems to lick the human graces He, however, expresses th 
sreatest ratitiide for the help which His Majesty's Minister was able to give 
Fim and to his community at different times, and there is no reason to doubt his 
complete Jayalty to the Allied cause. He speaks some English 
Denmark (Charge d' Affaires) : M. A. E. C. Fensmark (April 13, 1939) 

“Formerly the Danish Minister in Stockholm, was accredited to Tebran also, 
but M, Fonsmark ix chargé d'affaires en pied. 

Born about 1890. Formerly in Angora, and before that was attached to the 
Danish Court, Speaks excellent English (has an English wife). Energetic, able, 
helpful and straightforward. Very strongly pro-Ally and detests the Germans 
and their policy towards his country. It was due, at least in part, to him that 
‘about one tn five of the men in the Danish community volunteered t6 serve in the 
Allied forces. For several months he ignored telegrams from his Government 
instructing him to work with the German Legation here, but finally obeyed 
instructions to inform the German Legation that he regarded his legation as 
neutral. (Written in 1941,) He maintained close relations with the Allied 
Legations and after the signature of the Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty, when it 
‘was certain that Persia was finally in the Allied orbit, be adhered officially to the 
Free Danish movement and brought his whole community with him, 





Bry (Ambaoy- Abel Lait Talat Pasha 
uw Abi! Latif Talaat Pasha's appointment has been announced, but. he has not 
Hayat giecaed bec OCU eee eee eee ee 
Set a eosmeated mh Seu Father Colle in Chiro nd Een 
of King Foad and in the Egyptian Pogaticne at Mie Hage ae ae 
Sinise Perea in {08 aad Set onnarae aes at Maric He 
‘ppained hee toeseus aes Sas 
Tbe chute Sramstes A Vocmi Te eee Haug ail eatorur'.s oiaey 


France (Delegate of ree Froich National Committe) dé 
iY Seanieen lites): M. André Godard 
ard, the head of the National Mosca and an oficial of the Persian 
as econo in May. 1942 ay delegate. ie'h-oharmiog san 
cultured old gantheonn bot hes wor pau shown sagt of nel palin en 
abit Cert he Five Fret onan in Pen er 
sas in hn propayaustiat activities by hia wife." Hie etal rchencs 
ho former French Assistant Military Attaché, Commandant Towel 


Greece (Changs Affaires): M. Diputri Lambros (Apel 7), 1943 

_| Horn in Alesandrin A908. Educated. at-Athne onpventty 

Greek, Foreign Otic. I 

nash View in € 

1086-37. H rt sexrotary 
ion 10 La 1941-42. Char shra ere 

speaks ewvelle link anid in most fri lly and helpful, 


Holy See (Apostolic Delegate) © Me an (October 29, 1936), 
the poaiti e is rather anomalous, Hix. diplomatic 
and his name is not 
ath 
pe tobe mainly 


it Ie has w friendly 


Mgr, Marina was bitterly disappointed when Italy entered th 
friendly 10 1x and openty shows his disapproval of the Nazt-attitude towseds 
friely v.08 and openly isapproval of the Nazi attitude towards 


4raq (Charge d’AGlaires) Sayid Abd Melik ul Khari (May 18, 1042) 


‘Sayid tured fo Tray i May 1942 on his app naw 
we 1raqi Goveenment.” ‘The legation ix at present itt chin 

‘of the second secretary, Sayid Abdi! Malik a riot 1 
somewhat colourless, vvlividual ke ropa 


Netherlands (Chargé d°Aflaines)  Jonkheor de Brauw (March 11, 194: 

hie itr. Francois van Aerssen Heyeren left Tehran ob the tith Maney, 1043, on 
bis appointment as Netherlands Minister to the Government of the Common. 
wealth of Australia. The legation ie at present in charge of Jonkheet de Brau 
who speaks English and shows every desire to be on friendly terms wit th 


legation, 


, 1942) 
aha 


aiane and has dane exellent 
0 Tehran is likely to be a sho 
spent in Kuibysbev. i rin uct 


Poland (Minister) : M. Jon Karszo-Siedlewski (February 21, 1998) 
and Of, Sicdlewski is small, very young-looking’ for Be age as), ‘an animated 
ud continuots conversational, aid a bachelor: in every respect ‘the antithesis 
af his predecessor: His: previous service has beet! ulimost entirely i Central 
Earope and Rusia. His work bere is mainly commercial. 1 have had Tile 
‘opportunity of forming an opinien of his abilities, but should suppose bien tr 
Ate fective. Wetton ia a Ser te Pan caer Me 
Siedlewski claims to have been in the Polish inteligence service. He hy 
aay vate, 4 private pasion for scent setice busines oa ae it ee 
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with « loud voice and an indiseretion’ which his vanity prevents his seeing, he is 
) embarrassing colleague, im spite of his desire to be helpful. (Written in 1981.) 
(eis expected to he transferred shortly 
Sweden (Chargé d'Affaires): M. Sven Haralds Pousette (October 14, 1941), 
M. Pousette, who is in charge of G Bulgarian and ' Hungarian 
interests, was previously “ gation in London, Tn view 
the delicacy of his task here he has, whatever feelings, to adopt 
rather a ititude, and is therefore sometimes the object of criticism by 
his colleagues. On the other hand, I have always found him a most helpful and 
sympathetic colleague, and Tam sare that at heart he is a real friend of our 
country. He, of course, speaks excellent His wife and family are at 
present i He is an fer, but excels at 
either 

cerlondl (Chargé d’Aflaires) > De, Armin Dacniker (June 6, 1936) 

A sound and sensible offical. Plays no great part in Tehran life. Is 
tinetly pro-Ally, but needs to go to great pains to be polite to the Axis 
fesions, av a neutral. His wife, whom he married in 1935, is believed to bave 

Nazi society in Switzerland. (Written in 1941.) 
u interests 


for): M.Cemal sn Taray (December 7, 1941), 
Formerly ambassador in Warsaw and afterwards in 
fluence i ais the representative of the 
3 the senior partner of the 
had Pact ndependent, colleague, though 
in lack of contact with t 2 runt of the Russians is hard 
to overcome and sotnetinies proves an embarrassment in the peculiar conditions of 
Persia, He is acquiring some notoriety by his passion, if only platonic, for the 
fair 
United States (Minister) : Me. Louis Goethe Dreyfus, Jr, (December 18, 1940), 

‘Me. Dreyfus is-a professional diplomat with long service. He was probably 
tom about 1800, He is ‘year abead. of his in his pro-Ally 
opinions ax his predecessor, Mr, Engert, was, but he sidly and pro-Ally, 
tata very frank and loyal colleague, He admits complete ignorance of the Near 
and Middle East, whore he was never posted before, and comes in. periodically 
for information ‘and advice. In return he is always ready to impart. any 
interesting information he may obtain, (Written in 1941.) 

Sin ry of the United States into the war Mr. Dreyfus has been 
obliged ore cooperative attitude. He is by nature not a xtrong 
personality and k eriority complex. In his heart of 
warts 1 think that he’ wo Tnited States had not 
become Thas shown 


gation, 
USSR, (Amb M. Andrée Andreeviteh Smirnov (July 8, 1941) 
Refore coming to Tehran M, Smimov was in charge of the Press Attachés 

Department at the Soviet Embassy in Berlin, where he remained until t 
break of war between Germany and the USSR. Unfortunately, he aud his 
Wife speak nothing bat Russian and German. He is a very friendly and 
sympathetic colleague, with great charm, and from his appearance and manner 
certainly does not emanate from the working classes He has no easy task in bis 
ealings ith the Persian Government. Both M. and Mme. Smirnow seem to 

jertain most friendly feelinigs for our country. Ax ix generally the case in Soviet 
rnissions abroad, M. Smirnov possesses little power of decision and all questions 
At issn have to be referred to the Soviet Government and military authorities for 
Consideration, with the inevitable delays involved 


Yugoslavia. (Chargé d’ Affaires): Dr, Louis Koser (August 17, 1039). 

Torn about 1805, Has always been friendly towards His Majesty's Legation, 
‘and detests the Germans and despises the Italians. Showed great spirit at the 
time of the Axis attack on his country. Talks English very fairly. Plays an 

bie role in Tehran, (Written in 1941.) 
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(B 4095/14/98 No. 6. 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran), 

(No, 1015) 

Telegraphic) Korean Office, July 13, Y942. 
YOUR telegram No. 851 [of Sth July = Political situation 
If Soheily’s position should be so weakened that he is for 

wot think that we need make any effort 10 k the 

change of Government, and pn 

acceptable to us, the Shah might well feel that the m 

dissolve the Majlis in preparation for elections at sone fut 





E 4279/35/94) No. 7. 


Mr. Kien to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran), 
(No. 162.) 
Bir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1942. 

THE Persian Minister came to see me to-day to explain his Government's 
urgent need for supplies of wheat and also lorries and tyres with which to 
Uistribute their food supplien 

2. T reminded the Minister that Persia normally grew sulficiont wheat to 
cover her own needs and ever had a surplus for export in good years 
Mr. Tagizadeh explained that, owing to lack of rain. this year's crops had failed in 

uy districts, while in others the area sown laal nutuma had been much reduced 
owing to the rity resulting from the Allied occupation, 1 replied that 
according to my information, the present ahortage was chiefly due to the Persian 
Government's failure to collect sullicient wheat from the cultivators to pat t 
anti-hoarding legislation into practice, But, whatever the catwws of the present 
shortage might be, it was almost imposible for us to help Persia if we were only 
told at the very last moment that Tehran, for instance, had om than twenty-four 
hours’ supply of wheat, T assured the Minister that we would do our best to help 
the Porsian Governtent out of their present difficulty, though it wax impossible 
for anyone to supply larga quantities of wheat at. motint's notice, In retarn 
wo expected the Persian Government to make a really serious effort ta tackle the 

em of collection and distribution of food supplien effectively 


of food distribution depended wan 
accentuated by the action of the U-K.C.C., who had taken over a lante propor 
tion of the country’s lorry fleet. The Persian Government also needed tyres 
badly, They hoped to get a number of tyres from the United, Staton. h 
understood that the U.K-C.C. intended to distribute these tyres. This proposal 
Was unwelcome to the Persian Goveratient, who wished to distribute the tyroe 
themselves. 

4. Lreminded the Minister that both lorries and tyres wore in short supply 
al! over the world, Neverthsleas T agreed that the Beraian Goveeaineat had 
good claim to any lorries and tyres which could be spared, and T undertook 
‘to what T could to help them. 

3, Finally, Mr. Taqizadeh 
handling problems connected with the supply of food-stufls for Persia would be 
to set up a committee in Tehran on which His Majesty's Government aud the 
United States Government would be represnted, 
idea, which at fret sight seemed useful 


E 4357/14/34) No. 8 


Mr. Holman to Mr. Eden.(Receiced July 23,) 


(No 222) 
Sir. Tehran July 9, 1942, 

I REFRAINED, owing to, the length of my despatch No. 197 of the 
2ist Inne, from commenting in further detail on the present, internal. political 
structure, which is extremely amorphous and confused, I now have the honour to 
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transmit to you herewith a short note prepared by the Oriental) Secretary and 
Miss Lambton on various political parties or groups which have recently come 
into prominence at Tehran. This is rather more cotsplete than the list enclosed 
in the Military Attac mary No. 25 (see my despatch No, 20 of 
the 23nd June). Most of them are of an ephemeral nature, and none of thet are 
really patties in the same sense as the word is used in European countries. The 
Prime Minister regards them as quite unimportant, and considers that most of 
thoir mombers are merely hoping to secure lucrative pasts by means of the political 
F which their party hopes to exeyvise, A ‘past Minister of Education 
Tadayyun, regards them a8 an tnstance of history repeating ‘meaning thal 
i the earliest days of the constitutional movement in 1004 and 1905 a large 
amber, amounting to as much as 100 of such ephemeral parties, sprang up 
hey were Known a ** anjumans," and they’ all disappesred whe the Majlis was 
barded and forvibly closed by the reactionary party 
2, Mr. Trott’s note contains in summary all the information w 
twen able to collect, but the groups 
well be tha somo of tie names a 
Possible that other groups exist which hav r 
Only three of the parties mentioned. “Adalat 
have any the Majlix, where there existe n0 sevions party 
tion. "There ew fractions which are composed of moat of the 
tut they are almont as fluid is the parties described in the enclosnre 
spate aia have a personal rather that a political ais. ‘The Gowen 
sont is politically inexperienced in handling the Majlis ani appears to have an 
innate four of its members. Thus neither local party organisation, which bears 
xo relation to the Majlis fenctions ” nor personal capacity and experience of 
Ministers, serve to rocne the Government from its Humeroas embarrasaments 
Aue to the irreponsibility of the deputies 
T am sending copien of this despatch to His Majosty"s Ambassador at 
Waghilad nd His Majesty's Minister of Stato, Cairo 
T have, & 
ADRIAN HOLMAN 
Charge A flaires 


Enelosure in No. 8 


Note on the Political Partiex and Groups now in Reistence in Persia. 


) party may be described’ ax Sceilist and anti 

ppoved to be Communist, aud certainly shows 

The controllers of the party deny that they are 

ut it is Iutrdly possible to doubt that the party. and its organ the 

newspaper Sigusat, ix mupported and subsidised by the Soviet Embamy, Its 

president is Suleiman Mirza, and its mont active member, and the editor of its 

nowspaper, ix Abbus Iskandleri, Its members fall roughly into two groups, firstly 

rather theoretical pacudo-Communiste and a few Social Democrats, and secondly 

4 umber of place-huntern outlook. ane 

ipporta the Try cm are Yory 
eautios Tin 


Most of the rest of the parties seem to have arisen in order to combat the 

rt. The most important at the moment seems to be the '* Adalat 
(Justice) party, launched by the ex-newspaper proprietor and firebrand editor 
Sheikh Ali Dashti, supported by 9 number of Majlis Deputies and others. Its 
official organ is the newspaper Mehr-i-lran, edited by Majid Muwaqgar. 1 
poses as Liberal and Progrvssive, but seems to have achieved its present 
promineace by suring two oF three lucrative appointments for members TL 
has attempted to form branches at ‘Tabriz and Isfaban, 

3. The party presided over by Tadayvun, an ex-Minister of Education and 
ex-Lender of the Majlis, ix known as the (National) party. Tt appears 
tw be the ouly. party which can boast of local headquarters, as it possesses club. 
rooms where its members meet twice per week. [ts programme ix Democratic 
‘and Constitutional, and it is perhaps less exclusively interested in obtaining office 
than the other parties. 


4. “*Mihan Parastan"” (Lovers of the Fatherland) is the name of another 
anti-Tada party, which is said to be one of the strongest. Its members include 
Dr. Abdul Hassan Sheikh. 

3. The“ Paikar'” (War) party is a group of youngish men headed by one 
Tghal. a jadge, who edits the newspaper Bakar (Spring), which, is the party 
‘organ, Apart from opposition to the Tada. they have no clearly defined policy 

8G.“ Wabdati-Milii’” (National Unity) has recently been started. with the 
lessing of the present Prime Minister as a combined National. party with a 
programme of sound national reform. Internal dissensions soon split it. into 
Several parts, and it is doubtful whether it still exists in any teal sense. Its 
members included one Abbas Massoadi, the editor of the J4tild’dt, and Safavi, 
the editor of the Kushish newspaper 

7.“ Tran-i-Javan” (Young Pe unlike most of the above-mentioned 
parties, has existed, at any rate in name, for many years. having: been sponsored 
{In 1921 by the French Legation. As it at one time included Dr. Musharraf 
Nafici, Afol Hassan Abtehaj and Mustafa Fateh. it was popularly supposed to 
be pro-British. It has recently been reorganined with a vague programme of 
reform, but shows no recent activity 

B "Tratt”” ix one of the names, and '*Sa!Adat’? ix another, of a party 
the leading spirits of which are Sheikh Ahmed Behbebani. Dadyar, Moayyad 

‘medi, al Mlajlis Depaties. ‘Their programme is moral regeneration, rintance 
dictatorship, encouragement of the small holder and other admirable projects, 

9. The poet Malik-Ush-Shuara Bahar is said to. be etideavouring to 
resuscitate the ancient “* Democratic” party, which was prominent during the 
Tast war. One of the main objects af this party in xaid to be to mupport Qawamn-es. 
Sultanehs 

10. Aviother well-known historical party-name, ** Taraggi "” (Proyress), is 
appropriated by « group of friends headed by Hakim-ul-Mulk and Zavin Fafsh, 
who meet once a week and discuss political probl 

IL. A secret organisation named the —" Kar" (Work) party, bended ty 
Liman Sipir and organised on the lines of the Ereemasonn, also’ existx, Thx 
programme includes free housing schenies for the poor, foreign advisers and 

wwger hours of work. 
2. Certain parties in the provinces have beou started, auch ax a group of 
Azerbaijan Deputies, and an ohammad 
‘A group of “* Mullahs " : party, but not 
progress has heen mado hi 

13." HizhicU " oF Shah" (Hix party, or the Shah's party) wax 

rtd soon after the present Shah's aceason with a vague policy of loyalty to 
the Shah as saviour of the country. Tt was probably an attempt by the Shah's 
‘entourage and the military to retain the influence they held under tho old régime 
Both General Nakhjavan and General Radsar may have been mixed up tn it 
but popalar opposition cansed the party to cease outward activity aud recently 
very Tittle hs been heard of it 


(B 444/163 /34) No. 0. 
Tabriz Diary No, 1. of YA2—(Receieed iu Foreign Office, July 24) 


TE ARRIVED back in Tabriz on the 25th April aud re-established the 
consulate-general on the 27th April, 1942, Thik diary covers the months of 
May and June. In future it will he written up fortnightly, [apologise for the 
length of this number. 

2 ‘aijan revisited. —T haa left Tubriz in 1987. ‘The intervening years 
have brought no great changes to the outward appearnuce of this province or of 
its inhabitants, but they have given reality to that nightmare of all: politically: 
minded Persians: the Russians are here. 1 had heard so much before leaving 
London, at various points on the way, and at Tehran, of Russiat 
of their machinations and tinscrupulous methods, th 
district warily, ready for trouble at the first post 
wishes to learn from my two months’ experience in Rivssian-oceupied Azerbaijan 
Jet him register that the Russians certainly no angels, are equally certa 
ogres. 

‘3. Weather —In the early spring of every year millions of tons of water 
rush away to waste in Azerbaijan, much of it through narrow defiles where it 
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Serr any te Pr fre pt 
the crops m be parched beyond recovery This year all is 
ata tho ime Depron frm al om 


F officers to ensure 
pplies.——Lagation ci 
proper distribtion of food supplies make somewhat academ adage 
host, particularly av_rezards bread supplies. There is no shortage of food in 
rerbatjan se far. The quality. too. good, geuerally speaking. although for 
‘period in June there was complaint that the cheapest type of bread had bees 
idulterated.” Prives. however, are high for poor poople, as the following figures 
show — 

Commodity. June 1908 June 1041 June i948 

Rials Rinks Riials 

Vent, pee: kilo 50 165, 

Breed’ ne 130 

Rice 3:30 

Sugar, moist i 
sugar, loaf 7-00 
Mutton 5:20 
Ghee 16-00 
Ton 
Korosine 
Firewood 
Charcoal 
Milk 
Potatoes 
Fowls, each 
Fjggs. each 


ng Inge quantities - 
Mat’ Aserbatjan will not remain wot the end of the war tr 


this velatively happy food situation, Our allies to the north may. become hungry 
if, as aooma likely, there will be smaller than 
aire already buying more livestock than be 
thne they are paying ach ateactive pri 
hat the short-sighted peasant is averse 
ie ai pha at eric ie rope Agta nk 
ferious leakage of genin, through Kurdish channels, into Traq, where the price 
Or wheat i4 tach higher than here. There seems also to be a certain expo 
eastern provinces of Turkey. 

The Governor assures me that all necessary steps 
that the peasants will tiot conceal their grain 

6. Praneport—The 


pein the Cancasns. ‘They 
7 ‘The Governor alleges 
ankeyt, cal 


have been taken Lo ensure 


“hat due otention is being given 
o the use of animals. whe ransport was forioerly used. [propose 
ta te Shve monet in ubeaape nals lt 
Prete war has nok, of cure, seprived Azerbaijan to the wo of Ube tues am 
b 1 Lake Urumieh or of the Tabriz-Julfa railway. Tt is possible to br 
bare oom Western Azerhaijan to Tabriz without usiig any motor transpo 
‘PPirhere wees to be a certain reluctance to go back to animal transport { 
bulkc oF long-distance movement of commodities. Having just risen abwve that 
Rage it probably seems like real retrogression, and not merely an emergenc 
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arrangement, to haye camels and pack-horses on the main roads again, Anyhow 
it is 20 much easier to appeal to munificent America, ot kind Great Britai 
lorries, Seving so many pass through to Russia, Persians probably think that 
a few hundreds for Persia will eventually be forthcoming 

3, Local Gorernment—The Persian Goverument is short of trained civil 
servants and those it does possess do not want to serve in Azerbaijan... Persian 
speech, Persian manners and the bright lights of Tebran 
aspires to now: that is one of Reza Shah's minor achievements, 
lost pride in itself, considers Turkey the mark of vulgarity, feels itscl 
outlandish and crude. The officials from the south agree moat ie 
find Tabriz and Rezaich nothing wore than dull villages, 
make money and get hack to Tebr ayhow, down south, where there are no 
Russians, where they really fe 

The post. of Governor Rezaich had beca too long yacant before 
the Persian ( e to persuade Dr. Marzaban at the beginning of 
May to set o Azorbaijan, He left his family. behind, as indeo 
all of these officials do, and arrived fall of fright. Unhappy and lonely 
distrusting even his own servants, without competent assistants, ho cuts rather 

ic figure, but he is doing well in very difficult circumstan 
1 Fahimy, the Governor-General of Eastern Azerbaijan, left Tabri 
on the 27th May for Tehran and was all abmeot at the end of ‘This was 
hocaua he fi i, Who Is 


Tehran, ‘nots K but poop 
At one mot 
of promi 
urging that Eastarn Azerbaijan bel mnt deprived. of 
planation is that he needs better medical attention than 
fre can get in Tabeis theee dayn, 
1 fave reported. at length to His Majesty's Legition. on tho’ Governor, 
Mr. Muvassaghi, He is ambitious, ut slapid’ and gavee signs uf being. pee 
jerman, At my first meeting with him he suggested thate if | would dont with 
De could give. te batier informal the Governor-General would 
Now that he temporarily acupiea the Governor. Gene 
to distinguish himself in. various ways, 
nd my American and Soviet cilleagues to (om 
hi, we have. chen the “Amerie 
drunk oue June night and created an, uproar, he thought he 
a firm line with these foreign trooy Unfortunately for 
British, and was in ton great a Mey Lo, slop to Yer 
hie facta. “He telephoned this office antl tried. to: bully the mash Semmens 
that steps be taken to prevent a recurrence of such behaviour by British troop 
T gave hi le opportunity to pull gracefully ont of hie Mundor, but there te 
no grace in him, and five days after the incident had to write him'a fin letter 
Faced with firmness he gave me satisfaction at once and has 
friendly approaches. But he ix no friend of the Allies at heart. My: Sov 
alse had ra this decision before I had, and both of ax would be glad 
tosee him removed 
tion following the ovenpation, 
ud othor non Ieesian, Consulates 
polite aud obliging, but my 
8 that they are becoming rather more stand-ollids again, {t may be 
time their fears of the Russians have diesinished, bat ict also poncibe 
that they are returning gradually to Reza Shas policy of alot ness 1 Koen that 
Mr. Mahvi, sent from Tehran to administer funds for the relief of he pillaged 
Villagers at: Rezaieh, wanted to come and sce me, but was. prevented by 
Me. Muvasmghi. the Gaveroor 
$."Conenlar Collengurs—The Consular Corps, docs ‘ot fupotion vx 
such, but, if it did, the Turkish Consul-General would be doyen. He hax two 
vice-consuls, one of whom is a special service man. The other is being transferred 
to Tebran, and it is said that a consul from the Foreign Office at ‘Angora will 
take his place. 
With such a staff, the consul-general has little 10 do. He spends many hours 
a day listening to the wireless, aod ix soaked with German’ propagaiida. Tn 
One of his more excited moments he offered to xive me a written ganrantes, and 
to back it with any sum, that the Germans would reach Tabriz this summer, and 
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that Azerbaijan woold suffer even worse vicissitudes’ thin during the last war 
Always nervous and much addicted to medicaments and injections, he spent the 
latter half of June in transports of excitement over Gerinan progress in Russia 
and in Libya, but the end of the month found him prostrate tu great pan from 
‘apparently inoperable abscess in the rectum, “ 
he Soviet Consul-General is in the rauks of progressive Russian officials 
nee docs occasionally become heavy, but he is generally responsive, 
was signed. T consider 
‘such a colleague 
Consul arrived in Tabriz a few days ahead of me. We have 
much in common, He travelled part of the way by air, posseses two suits until 
his heavy baggage arrives, occuples a partly-furnished house in lonely discomfort 
aand has a quite inadequate stafl,. He talks Russian well 

Since the death of the Traqi Consul at the time of the Russian entry into 

riz the Traqi Government has kept here a timid and very junior vice-consul 
Hie would dearly ike t0 get away, but apparently no consal can be persuaded to 
‘come herv. He is well disposed and gave a very good feast on the birthday of 
his King. 

At Reraich the Russians had only’ vory xteen vice-consal until after the 
Kurdish trouble, when they sent a senior viee-consul from Tabriz, Mr. Maximo 
with the rank of consul. Mr, Maximof! is a zood man, with a sense of humour, 
Tt he baa to contend with some troublesome ¢ 18 political officers, who are 
attached to the consulate and who teod to make him less forthcoming than he 
otherwise might be 

“The only other consilar representative at Rezaich is the Turkish, Normally 

tick tan still absent despite reports recently that 

ho was The poxt ix therefore in the charge of an ardent and 

excitable tati who is referred to. here ax a vice-conmit, although T note that the 

Inbassador calle hin a chancellier. He makes no secret of his distrust of the 

uerians, and his favourite remark ix "Moi, je wuis Te seul témoin dle leurs 

fe ix given to exaggeration and indiscretion in speech, He lives with 
ininacbiue gun aud a whole series of other fi n bedroom 

“The Rissians have a vico-conwail at Mako, bat I bave not met him, 

9, Public Heath Nothing unuxual to report. Drugs are supposed to be 
ory scarce, but the American doctor tells me that good stocks do exit, but that 
they are deliherately being beld back in order to secure higher and still higher 
prices 
PONTO. Public Onder —My munshi reports that, following the Kurttish trouble 
in Reeaieh, people were sighing for the good days of Reza Shah and wishing he 
right roturn and reestablish his woudertul order and security. T deal with the 
Kurdish rising elsewhere. 

No European hits suffered ‘violence since Mrs Burdett, the wife of an 
American jourualiat and journalist herself, was killed on the Mehabad road on 
the 24th April 

"There has been in Tabriz itself a wries of brawls between Moslems and 
Armenians een several cases of wounding with knives, 
death recently. The police are reported to be singularly apathetic 
of any kind stars they prefer to stand avid and Yet the Roesinn patrols dea! 
with it 

Within the last month the Russians have strengthened these street patrols, 
senve of whom carry tommy-guns, There Is no doubt that, but for their presence, 
the hostility which has again become acute between Moslems and Armenians would 
find expression in many serious incidents 

‘Apart from some fighting between gendarmes aided by armed civilians, and 
some off-shoots of the Shabsevans in the Hashtarod area, public order has been 
Fenerally well maintained in Eastern Azerbaijan 

Ti. Morale—The marale of the loeal population is thoroughly bad. Ou my 
way from ‘Tehran to Tabriz the only not-Russian loreies which I met were 
Carrying honsehold effects to Tebran. Fear prevails everywhere. Those who can 
‘ford to do so have left this zone, or have at least sent their wives and children 
Away. This fear complex has possbil jolent reaction, from the Moslems 
particularly, many of whom now 

Russian morale here rainy not be qui Twice doring June 
cireumstantial reports. were spread of the arrest of German spies. Actually 
the arrests wore first of two, then of three. Russian deserters. Many of the troops 
fare from the Caucasus and speak the local language. It is therefore easy for 
‘them to disappear among the local popalation. 
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A Persiass who bas imsiness dealings with the Russian departments here tells 
toe that many of the officials seem to fill or depressed ocabss their homes are 
territory under German occpation 
{is reported that Russian troops have been scen collecting cignrette-euda 
of the streets that others have begged for money, eigatctics aul bread frm the 
ie point, 
fee geveral tebaviour of the troops remai os 
however, the Russians 1 meet. were alton mewn af 0 
tpi rte raids. Angle Soviet rot and oul with they 
erish such high expectations af the early opentig of = second {tn 
et hoa renin so pened fore . 
ropaginda.—British propaganda material is_now arriving in goo 
quantity. It takes'so long on the way that occasionally it is yo longer interesting, 
reece, bt on th whole the ality gl. The pictures and poses te 
popular 
Mr. Coak expres the sew thatthe propaganda mets api in Pera 
generally require some modification in the Russian zone, and { entity. ngren 
Full and frank co-operation with the Russians mast be our guiding priniciple. I 
have therefore started a routine whereby copies of all our materiel amy cent ta 
mmul-General ax ives. Ho i pleased hy the loyalty 
towards his country which our material shows; the pictnre of Statin, an particu 
‘Afier. some discussions M Koulagenkov has offered. to 
help with the disribacion and exhibition of onr pictures and posters, uot only in 
Tabriz, but in other towns. He has started a newesheot in Persian and Russa 
vell suet daily toe for approval any item of British news received, aod wil 
Publi sich items for us at wo may wish to supply: He will isn accuse, on 
Resins the tae athe sop window where Hh 
Russian propaganda is limited to posters, to the recenty started nowe hee 
and to the sale by 8 friendly Armeain mheoka Thole efor i 


foxsian hooks and papers are 


from wireless broadcasts, which L need not describe 
mgering by friendly tothe-Axis Persians: by the chalk 
hy the postin of notices unfriendly to the Allien atid. by 
cvicen whereby pieces of paper can bo folded to represent tho meastika, One 
Traw was said to have come from Tehran. It bore phrases mol ae" Come, de 
Adolph," in Persian, ‘But these things are trifling compared with the propaganda 
‘value of German military mucorsen. Although tho Persian broadcast From Bein 
is jammed, people bere receive and undratand the Gera broadcast in Turkish 
rade~~Azerbaijan had come tw depend for hen prosperity. on. the 
Gorman market, and the closing of that market hns ciples Tabet 
the Tabriz ay, is at the blind end of ent da-sae vo concerned. 
We following notes are hased on information am by the manager here 
oc rola notes ar tase en inforsation suppl by the manager hee 
IL bazaure have been quiet except for w period of some ten days at the 
beginning of June, when there were. active: dealings, especialy” in tiported 
pe All comaitesrgistere rise of up tp ent but there have 
heen reactions sitice then, and in the last week of June’ there waa a genernt fl 
in rales of boat 10 per cent be et 
ralings in carpets have ton greatly impeded by the recent law requiving 
Syporters to gunraten the ior of fren gue to he vals of their eyprix 
export and import trades are handled hy quite different sets af merelutn; 
4 carpet exporter knows nothing of the itport trade and cannot yuuratiien the 
import of goods unless be iv able, and permitted, to have at arrangement wherely 
an importer will take over the obligation to import m 
kinct DST 00 market now exvept Russia for the dried fruits, woo, cotton and 
skins which formeriy went to Germany. ‘The Rassans are taking ndvantage of 
heir buying movopoly to fix prices as low as possible, exporters say tho 
Rasstan”pricor yield Tittle proit” and semetines inveve, fos They ay ane 
erefore want vo supply Rusia 
¢ only imports during recent months have come from Russia, énsisting 
mainly of sugar, earthenware, medicinal and piece food te fo 
aad onsilar Virits and Toure-—Tt ix now an established 1iitine for con 
sular officers in Tabriz, the Iraqi excepted, to see each other every few days, Thess 
exchanges are sometinies useful. bat quite Frequently they are a waste of time 
And the way in which men like the Turkish Consal-General discuss world 
politics would be entirely Indicrous if it were not at times s0 dangerows 
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there in May. He’has recently made short tours to points nearer Tabriz, where 
Russian posts are established to deal with points arising between the military 
in ity to find out what was behind the commotion over there. I stayed with 


the Fro 


non-existent. 
When I got to Rezaich I found the Persians and Russians at a deadlock. 
fac wan wally for We she fio bane for the estaba of 
mixed military and gend wither was doing anything effective 
towards getting the peasants back to their villages. I was able to bring them 
together and to make a boginning, 
Tn other ways 1 folt fem satisfaction over th 
eat to seer mide course between Russians and 
actions had some semblanoe of investigating what the 
kamen thoy wero playing with the Kurds” Although the Russian commandant 
put on a concert in the town theatre at seven hoofs’ notice, and although the 
Consul was very cordial and helpful, 1 had less wcores with the political officers, 
‘who kopt a close watel on. my movements 
: wwhat indefinite promise of vice-consal later on, If-it is 
poe, subject to approval, to go to Baku in company with the Soviet 
ral im Augunt and 1 woul Tike to eo to Angora, too, just to see the 
in so far as th 
smuggling and posible mover 
Turkey. “1am not satisfied that the Ra 
matter 
10. ‘The following note are based on local observation only. T see no print 
and have no moans of following the trend of relations, in the wide sense of the 
sem, between the countries reprewated in Azerbaijan 


Rurro-Perrian Relatione-~The wain points of difficulty daring the past 
two months have arisen from 
(a) The Kurdish questi 
(0) Persian desire to increaw their local military strength 
Alleged Soviet attempts at political penetration, 
d) Commercial matters 


(a), Tt will bo recalled that at the evid of April four smallish Kurdish tribes 
inhabiting the frontier district west of Rozaieh descended ou the Shia villages 


routed the Persian gondarmes, advanced on Reaaieh itself and for weeks held 
coutrol of the surrounding region. . They did not touch the Kara-Sunni or the 
Christian villages, | They generally began, by demandingthe surrender of the 
‘weapons alloged to have been given to the Shiahs by the Government or obtainest 
‘whet the Persian army waa dissolved ; they always ended by pillaging: 

‘The Persian nade the most of the revo in order to gain ne much sympathy 
‘as possible against the Russians and to strengthen their ease for being 
allgwod to ead more troops to Azerbaijan. ‘They accised the Russtang of having 
instigated the revolt and of having supplied theKurds with arms and ammunition. 
‘They nccused the Kurds of atrocities which were never committed. _ Various 
suggestions that the Kurds, the Christians and the Russians were in league 
against the Shiah Moslems served the purposes of Persian solidarity, but may 
have sawn seeds of serious trouble for the now relatively small Christian minorities 
Iter on. 

Tt seems quite clear that the Russians have reasons of their own for favouring 
the Kurds, ‘The Shahsevans in Eastern Azerbaijan are quite as unruly as the 
Kurds, but they haye not heen permitted to revert to the old practice 
of pillage in the springtime. I think it is probably trae that it, is the 
Turkish frontier which makes the difference in the Russian attitude in Western 
Azerbaijan, I do_not think that the Russians are playing any political 
with the Kurds, who are too divided, while the Christians are too few, to form 


the foundation on which a separate State could be engineered. My belief is that 
the Russians are now fully preoccupied with military, short-term consideration 

and that they fear a'stab in the back from Turkey atid Persia. ‘They must, after 
all, remember what happened to Poland. For that reason they fear to allow the 
Persians to build up a large military strength and they want the Kurds to be 
strong s0 long as there is. in their view, any chance that the Turks may join the 

Axis, relying on them to put up some sort of fight against the Turks in defence o 
their own territory. Thus, when they saw that the Persian Government had 
bought over the more important Kurdish tribes, and was planning to crush the 
others with armed civilians helping the gendarmes, they did not like the look 
of things at all, They probably felt they could not afford to count for nothing 
among the Kurds. At the least, they were guilty of standing aside and doing 
nothitig to belp the Persians; they may have given the Kurds help and encourage 
ment, bot I am quite sure they did not at any time intend matters to go as far as 
they did. The panic which swept through the villages was largely created by 
the Persians themselves 

Whatever their relations with the Kurds, the Russians to-lay stand 
condemned in the minds of the Shiah peasantry and indeed of the bulk of the 
popalation of Azerbaijan of being responsible for the Kurdish rising and all 
the Joss it has entailed for the very peasants who bad oxpected the Russians to 
be their champions. T think we cin put at rest for the duration of the war at 
least our fears about Rassian political penetration here and I repeat what T 
Wished to convey in one of my telegrams to the Foreign Office—that we ahall by 
foolish if we allow the Turks. or the Persians either for that matter, to keep on 
playing that muach-thumbed card. 

(0) The Russians do not seem to tind the presence of Perxian troops at 
Ardabil, but they do dislike having them at Tabriz or Remaich. ‘The Persia 
‘complain that the force which recently went to Reaaieh ix so hedged about as to 
te more or less powerless. A Porsian general ing to Tabriz and no 
doubt, Persian troops will shortly. be station 

From Ardabil and Rezaieh it is reported that the Russians keep a close chock. 
on the type and numbers of w held by the troops and gendarme 

‘The Soviet Consul-Goneral has exprosed concern abaut the reported arming 
of more bands of villagers in various parts of Azerbaijan, 

(©) The Persians allege that the Russians have sought to undermine the 
authority of their Government by encouraging the formation of political clubs 
and by enrolling candidates for Russian citizenship. They have made much of 
remark attributed to the young Russian Vice-Consnl at Rezaioh, 

4 depatation of leading Moslems approached him at the time of 

attack, is quoted ax asking "* And where have you be 

‘Thus, the Persians say. do the Russians bring presure on local people to put their 
names on the consulate books. 

‘The fact is that the political clubs which sprang up after the occupation are 
as good as dead to-day, and that the Russians have refused them financial support. 
T have n0 doobt that the Russians would have been quite pleased to see’ these 
alae grow strong, but they do not appear to have taken any’ sgreat trou to keep 
them alive. As regards enrolment of candidates for citizenship, I still keep au 
‘open mind. It ie at least. possible that the initiative has come from persons 
anxious to curry favour and that ignorant persons have given inacourate accounts 
‘of what takes place as regards eurolment. 

‘More important still is the fact that patriotism, as usual, is thriving under 
adversity. [have teen impressed ly the increased sense of solidarity among the 
Moslems, not merely religious solidarity, but rather political, ‘The threat 
becoming detached by Rossin has quickened the desire for Porsian unity which 
Reza Shah sought to foster. It isa threat which bas been exaggerated, and which 
the Persians would have been wise to invent even if the Russians had not given 
them some justification. The Kurdish disorders were similarly exaggerated to 
sxoloie natoual, and if posible foreign, feeling against the Russians and the 
Kards. It is a matter of great interest that when a Deputy, Tabatabay, said that 
the trouble at Rezaieh had been greatly exaggerated, the Chamber showed every 
sign of wrath, to the extent, I believe, of violence; but fram the meagre reports 
at my disposal he was nearer the trath than any other speaker in the Chamber. 

the Persian Government has many difficulties, but apart from the Kurds 
there is more loyalty to it in Azerbaijan to-day than when Reza Shah was in 
power, and the Persianisation which he sought to impose is progressing faster 
to-day with the Rassians here than he was able to make it.The people want it 
now; they didn’t then. 
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(@) The Chief of the Customs bere has told me that’ he reproached 
M. Acronoff with making enormons profit from the resale of the sugar supplied 
ty the British, and that the Soviet trade delegate replied simply to the effect that 
there was a war on and that Russia needs rials. 

‘One constant Persian complaint is that the Russian frontier is virtually open 
since the Russians do not allow the Persian customs officials to control exports 
‘and imports properly 

Rusvo-Turkish Relations have His Majesty's Minister's instructions to 
do everything possible to improve relations between the Russians and the Turks 
hore. f accordingly see my Turkish colleague frequently, too frequently for my 
liking in view of his propensity for distorted and sensational reporting 

The Turks I have met iu Azerbaijan fear and obstinately distrust, the 
Russians. T hold out little hope of being able to convert them and, indeed, T have 

sal of my effort as ng tho Turk's attempt to 
persuade held by many British olficials 

For their part the Russians kish Consul-General makes 
no secrot of his conviction that the Germans are bound to break through, and they 
fuspect that he has even talked with the local anthorities about the situation 
which might arise if the Ruasians did-have to leave. I have done my best to 
permnde. my” Russian colleague that M. Rainazanoglou’s anxieties are 
exaggerated by the abnors hey are primarily for the 
safety of his own eo tout it is at such talk that 
M, Koulagenkov's fae oes wooden 

‘All the conrtesion nro, of course, obverved, When the Turkish Vice-Consul 
foll sick at Rezaieh the Rusilans sont a military doctor to see him, thre being 
‘no qualified looal doctor available. and the Turks were wry grateful 

A nylo-Murriam Relations bas 1 pomoased about 
tho Russians when came hore (kee pa nt for anyone 
hoping to develop cordial and froitful relations. S 
desirable. Admfration for the performance of the Ru 
discipline and behaviour of the troops hore offered an ob 
‘One's inward coniidence of being able to wake some progress i 
Fealimation that there lw a diatinction to be made here between pare Russians 

has Genoral Melnik and BM. Koulagenkov, and Caucasians, who are more 
Communist than the real Rassians and who must take a good deal of the blame 
for the loss renwmeing aspects of Russian policy Tam glad to say that the 
political agents seem to be losing: power, and that the general and the consul 
Poueral seem freer How to take devikione of their own. Then as regards Russian 
hothods, ey, the resale of our mugar, they are certainly not Bank of Ei 
iit then the Ruvciars have » sharper awarenons than we British of the sternuess 
‘of the Limes ad their needa are keener: and ther ‘a realinnn which 
Knows what in necesiary and goee straight after it 
to examine critically the ideax with which T was oFi 
ho difficulty in discarding or modifying thes. 

‘At the end of May, bawever, cortain incidents which need not bo described 
aguin scomod to block the way towards better ig with the Russians 
‘They were the typical fruit of that negative outlook which I have found. it 
necoseary to discard und which must cama the chances of success with the 
Russians for anyone who holds it, ‘The question wax how to got clear of the 
morass of mutual suspicion and lack of frankness with whic so many British 
and Russians, the soldiers particularly, regarded each other. Twas completely 
it a lowe how. to proceed until, after a blank week or two, the signature of the 
AngloSoviet Treaty wax announced, 1 at once exchanged congratatat 
my Soviet colleague and sought at interview with the general. T xaw 
day and he instantly necepted my atizestion that, ax a gesture of fri 
ho should invite the General Officer Commanding, ‘Tenth Army, to Tabriz 
General @ainan ani here on the 24th «June and left on the Zth sFune. 1 am 
leaving it entirely to him to. report on his visit, but 1 can say that it has been 
holpful for me and, 1 trust, will prove to have beet useful both for the Tenth Army 
and for the Royal Air Force Command in. Traq 

RW. URQUHART. 

Tabris, July 0, 1942 











[B 4445/14/34) No. 10. 


Sl R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Reevived July 2) 
hea - 
(Telegraphic) aan: 
EERE, whom 1 anw today forthe fist time since my rea 
about Persian stateamen and officials. “He says, if 
on hppa all refuse, whence he induces [ #e: ' de 
red good reputation by doing nothing. Dishonest offents, seer to 
depress bin. Y took the opportunity to: say that, dnless the Government nid 
ofa tok trong meas agatat bi landowners ad merthants who bold 
wheat, not only might there be serious discontent now, but, it might lead to 
justified revolt later” Shah agreed 
2 There has been criticism lately that the Shah tries to run the m 
throagh the Chief of Staff behind the back of the Minister of War. and that b 
deals direct from the chief of police. The Shah was presumably 
when he said that if he only gave an order the people shouted "* dictato 
Ii effect, the Shah probably does try to exercise influcnce Which is not strictly 
view of the gravity of the situation, the quality of Ministers 
few and inexperience of the people, we. should Rot be. juxtiAed in 
him against this at present. 1 am, however, watching the tendency 


‘The Shah professed to be undisturbed about Exypt, but anxious wbout the 
jon in Rusia. T'was donbuless with the Inter mind that be aa, aw 
Jot, that it might be necessary for us to have even closer relations 





[E 4485/14/34) No. 1 


Sir R. Bullard 10 Mr, Eddew—(Recrived July 29.) 


: Tehran, Fly 98, 101 
Cabinet in very shaky, Owing 10 the incompetence and Packie 
bread riots at Burajird and Malayir, T know no one who now expects that 
Sobei ;, Who is himself considered both corrupt and id to act, can reform 
his Cabinet in such a way ax to be able to deal with this crikia. ‘The Shah sounded 
Pirnia (Personalities 154) about forming Cabinet, but he refused, The genoral 
could hope to make some headway against tho difficulties which heeet the Persian 
Government. The Russian Ambassador would like me to join him in. putting 
wan into power. but I have old him that, apart from the fact that my latest 
instructions are to put ap with Sobeily for the present, our policy in to accept 
any Government which the Persians set provided that it will work 
energetically with the Allies. I added that if Qawam was put forward as Pri 
Minister at this junctare T certainly not feel justified in objecting, 
2. ‘The Rassian Ambassador saw Sobeily to-day and, I gathered, complained 
‘of the Government's failure to deal with the food and transport problems and the 
Fifth Column (the ambassador declares that the commandant of the Persian 
troops in Rezaich gave a party to celebrate the fall of Rostov). Soheily said that 
be must either resign or remodel his Cabinet by 2nd August. He montioned 
Ri sepa tay wlan res (one in ie Rpocming but only one likely to be at 
salem dtl To nt mtn nh Sa ee ah 
created problems which I fear are beyond Soheily’s po a ian 
See atic ia Se are, Pe Sees ees na aber 
eee cea ae danger for the Allies, 
am to see the Prime Minister to-morrow, and I shall Wwe 
ne aes cence Te a ee 
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E 4485/14/34 


Mr. Bden to Sir R- Bullard (Febran, 
(No. 1070) 
(Telegraphic Foreign Ofer, Fly 9, 1942 
FOUR talegram 995 fot 23th Jaly 
L agree that we should accept any Gomenment which the Persians at up 
provided that it will cooperate snergetically wh the Allien We ean’ scope 
Qawam (ee Sullaneh] a Prime Mfoteier, thigh wo need ake no flor to pat 
4 oa ere 0’ doubt Keeping in clove toosh wilh your Waited States 
collengoe in regu to thewe developmnent, 





[B 4499/14/34) No, 1, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden.—(Received July 30) 
(No. 962) 
(Telographic.) Tehran, July 20), 1942. 
Y telegram No. 95 
The Shah sent mesange this 
QawanvesSultaneh,. T replied that 
2. "News yoing round was that uitaneh nor any other 
man of consequence would accept wllice at thie dif 1 Qawam told 
tho Oriental Secretary today that. however unatt he prospect, he would 
cept the premiership if it was offered to hita. H that Pervia's interests 
w bound up with those of Great Iritain, and that he hoped be could coxnt 0 
our support Secretary replied thnt he could. Quwam already knows 
that Sovint Rmbassy are in his favour, though he declares that he haa uo particular 
relation» with thom. United States Minister thinks Sobeily i finished, and 
Quiwam as good alternative as any 
3, Qawam indicated that he would consult the Allies about the mombers of 
Thie F consider essontial at thie moment. T had an interview with 
morning, and inforwed him that Chad been obliged to inform Hix 
Majesty's Gowornment that His Majesty's Legation wore greatly disappointed by 
tho failure of the Government to deal with the wheat sitaation. “Tho Prime 
No, 248, 28th ly) for wheat riots, 
f Soviet Embassy to encourage 
Prime Mi od undecided about everything, 
tthe urgent current affairs which 1 had to discuss would not receive 
on, 


(4519/14/94) No. 
Sit R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—{Received July 31.) 


egraphie.) Tehran, July 30, 1942. 

MY telegram No, 2. 

Sobeily informed Parliament #0th July that his colleagues had placed their 
resignations in bis hands. Pending formation of new Cabinet, he was carrying 
on administration. He gave as reasons lack of sympathy by Parliament and 
press to Government measures dealing with current problems which he recounted 
at length, 





[B 4550/14/94) No. 15 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Received duly 31.) 
(No, 066) 
(Telegraphic) Tekram, Fuly 31, 1942. 
MY immediately preceding telegram 
Hrime Ministers statement to Majlis to-day reviewed achievement of 
Government in its four months of office in restoring order, increasing sowing, 
balancing budget and settling question of foreign exchange stisfactorily by 


agreement with His Majesty's Government. Statement continues as follows 
Policy of encouraging exports of food-stufls followed recent years as been 
reversed and Government, with approval of Majlis, has taken steps to forbid 
export and facilitate food-stnfis. “Our Allies have co-operated with us incom: 
mercial matters, but naturally fulfilment of Governwent’s plans depends on 
farther assistance which we expect. Most important of all, good underst 
between Persia and her neighbours which was created hy ‘Three-Power 
bas been confirmed during this period and rel 
strengthened so that we can say that there is no uxiety left in this 
direction. Our relations with Americ ely become relations 
Of close co-operation and assistance of American Government has been obtained 
for engagement of civil and military advisers 

My Government has tried to keep Majlis and press informed what doing 
tnd tae tried consult Deputies and pres representatives; unfortunately, it has 
received no corresponding confidence from Majlis and press and its attempt to 
behave constitutionally has been misinterproted as weakness, 

e of press criticism af Gove became «ech as tO Affect 
jersely working of whole administration. 
id have lik 
lear our pation 
. 1d we have decide 

I must inform Majlis that Government decided resign since impossible carry 
on in present circumstonces. Need is national unity without which no Govern: 

can carry on, Majlis and pros muxt aa it is Created, 

2 Please pase urgently to Ministry of Informat 


[E 4549/14/94) No 16 


Sie R. Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Received July 31.) 
(No. 070.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, July 31, 1942 

YOUR telegram No, 1070, 

L conveyed this amtranice to the Shah yesterday. My Soviet and American 
colleagues had authorised me to convey similar assurance on theit bebalf and 
Tdid 20, Shah soomed relieved, He exprewed approval of my snygestion that it 

new Prime Minister should not simply bring in a crowd of 

ut choose each Min d energy 
{o be hetwoun Qawatnser-Sultaneh 
Informed opinion ix that Sobeily 
would only be appealed to if Quwam refused or failed to form Government... T 
think the Shah rogrets Sobeily's want of success a8 Prime Miniater, but 1 said 
thing to encourage the belief that we should like Soheily to continue, for he 
tadly lately and even if he still has support in Majlis he is discredited 


‘8 Tho Shah promised to do what he could to expedite the solution of the 
crisis, but Deputies ans not mooting antil 8 Ax, Ist August, when they will 
proaiinably select the name for presentation to the Shab. 





[B 4564/14/34) No. 17, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden (Received August 2) 
(No. 978) 
(Telegraphic) Tehrin, August 21942, 
MY telegram No, 970, Sist July 
Qawam having reveived necessary majority in Parliament as been summoned 
by the Shah. We are doing all we can to ensure that he chooses good colleagues. 
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(E 4610/14/34) No. 18. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —{Receieed 
(No. 980) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, August 5, 1942 
MY telegram No. 
‘The new Prime Minister stems to be having some difficulty’ in forming 
Cabinet which, itis believed, may not be presented to Parliament for several days 
veral members of the late Cabinet are likely to be retained, viz, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Ministor of Communications and Minister of Agriculture, all 
whom are sitisfactory. Tt is rumoured that Persian Minister in London is 
being offered a portfolio 





[B 4611/129/34 No, 19. 


Sle RB. Bullard to Mr. Eden —{Receieed August &) 
(No, 981.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, August 5, 1942 
MY telegram No, 068 
In my firat intorview with the Prime Minister this morning, T spoke about 
the Uhrent to Persian ax well 
Porsians againat T would 
Hy Hersians, inculpated by the exauinatic 
hands, and that T must ask for them to be 
far as possible, simultaneously. He. promised to 
do this and to give general instructions to the chief of police at once without 
waiting for the list 
1 then said that 1 had the strictest instructions from yon that’s 
people should then be handed over to us for interrogation and internment 
Prime Minister said he could not be expected to accede te stich a requost at the 
beginning of hix administration, and that he would be unable to such 
‘an action to the p T said that nothing less than handing over to us would 
natinty Hin Majesty and gaye him some reasons why we could not 
count upon the iard suspects properly, ¢y., that we 
ro had had to dino hore and another German who bad 
peruting wireless transmitter at Sarakhs on the Soviet border, that one 
of the Germans had admitted having been hidden for six mouths in the house 
‘of a policena y ice when sectured by tx haw been 
mont valuable revealed nothing whes examined by the Persian police. ‘The Prime 
Minister talked about joint examination of suspects but T aaid that T had no 
‘authority oven (a discuss such  propewal ‘nd tiust repeat Your request for then to 
tie handed over to us. "The Vringe Minister gave no uttderiaktog i that sense, But 
repeated hix promise 10 have the persons on the list arrested as soon as T gave 
it to bim 
3. ‘The fact that we have prepared the li 
persons etrengthens our ease have even Promised to give the Prime Minister 
Copy of signed statement made by one of the Germans as specimen, but have 
warned him that, ax a rule, it will not be possible to produce our evidence for 
obvious reasons. "List referred to in paragraph 1 will’ include several Persians 
who were on the list of eighteen, Subsidiary list will be presented as soon 
possible, including the rest of the eighteen and probably some others 
4. “Soviet Ambassador, who has hitherto heen lukewarm about such matters 
is mote inclined 10 co-operate to secure arrests, if necessary. Change of attitude 
may be due to our discovery of a German at Sarakhs, which alarmed hitn, or 
perhaps to the military sitiation. On the other hand, he is inclined to hed; 
shout banding over Persians o us and even to suggest futile procedure of their 
trial by Persians by Persian law As far as possible I shall enlist his help, 
Nothing is to be expected from my United States colleayoe, T fear 
5. "Tn accordance with your instructions T shall continue to demand that 
all suspects arrested at our instance be handed over to us, but it should be easier 
to sectire cooperation of the Prime Minister in this essential and urgent task 
if.we could make some such concession as proposed in paragraph 4 of iny tel 
No. 968. Point is given to Persian objection to Ahwaz by the death of a Persia 
named Nabbizada, who was arrested and sent there by the British authorities 


(Persian Government protested against arrest of this ma, who, they said, was 
employed by them for purehase of wheat). T consider that our military authorities 
are folly justified in arresting and detaining any person in their area whom they 
Cnsider dangerous, int the death of this man who age is given ag 70 oF over, 
soon after his despatch to Abwaz, and our explanation that he died of old age, 
seems to create unnecessary complication for us. 

6. If the Prime Minister declines or delays to hand over suspects fo us we 
shall have to consider arresting suspects ourselves. T should be reltictant to have 
recourse to this method, not anly because it Would require Inrge organisation 
which does not exist at present, but also becanse the co-operation of the Persian 
Government would lend greater force to the procedure, if you agreed 
with this suggestion, I should not mention the pessibility to the Prime Minister 
at present, lest he should accept it as easier than delivering Persian subjects to 
Us by the Persian authorities 





[E 4636/14/34) 


Sit R. Bullard to Mr. Rden—(Reerived Auguit 5) 
(No. 034) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, August 5, 1942. 

YOUR telegram No, 1015, 

Tam confident Majlis constitates serious dangor. In case of Immediate 
Usreat from north, Deputies might, ¢g., make nationalistic declaration and 
perhaps cancel their ratification of treaty 

Soviet Ambassador werally and promised to ask hin Government 
ot to oppose dissoliti ih and new Prime Minister should desire it 
Shah hax recently spoken against Majlis and Prine Minister i not a man to 
accept its dictation.” If either of the propose disolution, 1 shall tll them on 
the strongth of your above-meutioned Uelogram that Hix Majesty's Government 
have no objection, 





[E 4619/3655 /34) No. 21, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Received August ) 


ir, Tehran, July 98, 1942 

IN his despatch No, 107 of the 21at Jane Mr, Holman gave a general review 
‘of the event h hs andl of the situation int Persia. Subsequent 
events, T regret to ted only too clearly that th mn here 
‘cannot be reparated altogether from the fortunes of war. ‘The German muccesses 
in South Hossa, and in Libya have inevitably flected public opinion and 
encouraged a tendency to sit on the fence, which enemy propaganda hus certainly 
increased. ee ee 

2. Early in June it became apparent that an enemy propaganda drive was 
being conducted in Persia. and reports also came in of enemy agents passin, 
through Turkey into Persia via Kurdistan, Our attetttion was drawn at the sa 
time to a series of accidents, some serious, some slight, which were Laking place 
at the ports and on the TransIranian railway, some of which could only te 

ributed to sabotage. On the 20th June Mr, Holman made three requests to the 
Prime Minister: (a) That visas to enter and leave Persia should only be granted 
after reference 10 this legation—in practice to the representative of (ici; (b) that 
the proclamation making Axis propaganda illegal should be made mote specific 
by laying down the precise penalties which infraction of it Would entails. and 
(@) that eightcen persnbs suspected on good grounds of Axis uetivities should be 
handed over to us for interrogation and, in fact, detention, 

3. The Prime Minister granted ‘the first request’ without demur; and 
arrangements have also been made to control the ieste of transit visas via Tra 
Nevertheless, the frontiers of Persia cannot possibly be closed to. all unwanted 
travellers, and we must certainly expect that enemy agents will continue to travel 
with relatively little hindrance from Turkey through the disturbed areas of 
Kardistan into the interior of Persia, 

4. ‘The second request also, regarding the proclamation on Axis activities 
and propaganda, was granted, though there may well be loopholes in the articles 
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of the penal and military codes now referred to as applying to infractions of the 
proclamation, by which a clever person could elude puotsliment- Although Axis 
bropaganda continues and has tindoubtedly imereased, the means to combat it 
should now exist if only the Persian Government can be induced to take the 
action against any offenders caught 
"The third request, for eighteen suspects to be handed over for interroga- 
tion, fas, 8 you are aware, been met hy the Prime Minister with a request, that 
interrogation should not take place at Ahwaz. ‘The idea of being seat to Ahwaz 
in summer is, toa Persian, peculiarly horrible, but until recently 10th Army have 
felt unable to arrange for detention and interrogation elsembere. IL is DOW 
hoped. to arrange a camp at Kermanshah for the purpose, but the Prime 
Minister is most unwilling to band over any more Petsiaus to us, and has, in 
fact, gone back on a promise he made to hand over eleven of the eighteen on the 
25th July. His selection of the eleven was itself designed to obviate trouble for 
himself and to create it for us- the eleven were either persons of no importance. 
of else men connected with the army: whose arrest would! tend to arouse yet 10¢0 
‘anti-British feeling in that on the whole distinctly: pro-Axis force. 
6. A demand for the handing over of Persians in Persia. to the British 
military authorities is very far reaching one. But it is unfortunately all too 
clear Unt no other solution offers the swiaflest security that the detained persons 


will be properly (solated. Of the first six most notorious Axis sympathisers 


arrested last April, neveral wero sent to Yezd to be kept under close surveillance, 
but were, in fact, left at liberty: and one, Vasiri, escaped and has been at large 
heat Isfahan ever ninco in spite of frequent representations. Tn deference to 
‘our representations they were then sent to Kermanshah to be kept under. joint 
iuard but this was also very unsatisfactory, and subwequeaiy all were sant to 
Ahwaz for internment by the British military authorities. We shall be more 
likely to got further suspects handed over if such suspects are kept by us at 
Kerinanshah or some other town where the elimate is less hot if 


sensible of those whio have hithe 
ighedt for their coming begin to have doubts; but it would be dangerous to rega 
this as a very important factor in our favour, though there are many Persians 
‘who donot wah thet country to became w battled to be tured ito scorched 
earth, 

The question which has undoubtedly worried Persian opinion most in 
the last two months is whether there will not shortly be another famine here as 
in the lant war. Already in the winter 1940 and the following spring there was 
‘A wheat shortage which, although relieved by imports from India, left, Bersia 
with no reserves Our entry into the country just when last year's harvest 
operations. were in full swing led to the collapse of Government. authority 
especially in the main producing areas, and little effort was consequently made 
to-collect the share of the wheat crop on which the Government usually relies for 
the feeding of the eapital and principal towns. Stocks were pillaged and either 
eaten or secreted by peasants, while the rich chmg to what they might require 
and speculated with what they did not. Those near the western frontier took 
advantage of the high prices in Traq and Turkey to smuggle ther lLgotten guine 
aod any other surpiog grain they might hare acros the border. The Persian 
Government, urged to tackle seriously the problem of hoatded stocks by the simple 

‘of raising prices, have obstinately refused to try this abvious expedient 
for fear of its effect on their future policy and on the econounic life of the country. 
asa whole. They have been content to let matters take their course, to blame 
the Russians for not letting the wheat surplas in Azerbaijan find its normal 
market in Tehran, and to rely on His Majesty's Government to make up the 
wheat deficit by imports from abroad, This we have doue to the tune of over 
70,000 tons or one-fifth of the whole of the Persian Government's requirements 
for the year. 





8. These imports have now come toan end; the new harvest i bing reaped, 
and henceforth the Persian Government must stand on their own feet. The 
prospect isnot encouraging. The Government price forthe new crop has indeed 

raised to about £12 a tou, which is apparently the price current in India, 
but though in some districts, notably those in East Persia, the new prices are 
considered adequate, in others further concessions will be necessary if the farmers 
are to be induced willingly to surrender their surplus. These the Government 
are unwilling to grant as they consider the prices are fair and that they will be 
able to collect the proprietors’ surplus, if necessary. by the uso of force After 
much delay the Government has secured from the Majlis wide powers to proceed 
against hoarding, which is the logical result of their attitude as regards. price: 
but so far practically nothing has beew done to exercise these powers except for 
few local raids, notably in Khuzistan. 

10.” The consular liaison officer scheme which has been separately reported 
and which is now being put into execution as and when officers become available 
was devised to assist the Persian Government in their eflorts; but difficulties 
in getting officers w aperate the scheme before the crops have all been harvested 
must seriously prejudice the chances of its success, ‘The next two mouths will 
show whether the moral influence which is all that we ean at present exercise in 
this enormous and most difficult problem is sufficient to avercome to a suflicient 
degree the lethargy and corruption of Persian officialdom. The scales are 
certainly loaded heavily against us, but we are doing our best 

11. The general tincertainty and aneasiness of the general public concerning 
the food supply has been reflected in-a series of anti-Government intrignes in the 
Majlia. At about the beginning of July the opposition of the Adalat party, 
hheaded by a Sheikh Ali Dashti, became prominent, and was said by the party to 
te tase on two things frat, the vacllation of the Prime Minister, who had 
promised a number of Deputies certain favours which he never performed; and 
secondly, by the weakness of the Government resulting in its inability 1 solve 
the Arangport and the fond-mupply problea.. One of the members of the Adalat 
party. Farajullah Bahrami. hag been practically selected as Minister of the 
Fterior, tut on the 2d ‘uly everyone was surprised to hear that Seyyid Meh 
Farrakh. Governor-General of Kerman, had teen appointed to that Ministry. 
‘This appointment an amber of Deputies, including some who were not 
members of the Adalat party. and also the Deputies from Kerman who had 
quarrelled with Farrukh. Meanwhile, rumours of a quarrel between Soheily and 
his Minister of Justice, Ahy. concerning Ube latter's departure ax ambaxsador to 
the Soviet Unign helped to spread the general feling that the Cabinet wan on 
its last legs number of candidates for. the post of Prime Minister wax 
considerable. A group of Deputies proposed Mustafa Qoli Hayat (Subam us 
Sultan) ax their candidate. but with little hope of success ax Bayat has had little 
experience in Government Office and would not command general respect. 
Another group supported Ali Mansour, who was: Prime Minister at the time of 
the occupation last August andl is now Governor-General at Moshed. Tadayyun 
was also active, and went s0 far as to sound the Soviet Embassy as to their views 
‘on his candidature; according to his own story the answer was that he was too 
pro-British, but the Soviet Ambassador anade no comment when I subsequently 
poe to him about Tadayyun as a posible candidate for ministerial fie 
Qawam es Saltaneli (Ahmed Qawam) was perhaps the most serions candidate, 
and there is no doubt that he had a considerable following, moreover, the Russians 
appear to regard bin as strong enough to asare a stable Government Hager 
Kazemy is also on the prowl. In conversation with the Oriental Secretary on the 
7th July he made a bitter personal attack on Soheily, accused him of neglecting 
to tackle the vital problems of the comtry, and advocated an immediate change 
of Government; one of his suggestions was that a Senate, on the lines laid down 
in the Constitation, should at last be formed, or that at any rate a number of 
‘eminent though aged elder statesmen, such as Mu'tamin wl Mulk, Hakim ul Mulk 
and Mustashar ed Douleh, should be taken into the Government as ministers 
‘without portfolio in order to give the Government that authority which is 90 
lacking in the present Administration. Finally, there is Seyyid Zia ed Din 
Tabatabai, whom some Tehran politicians still regard as the one person who can 
save the country from its present ills; one suggestion being that Qawant es 
Saltaneh should form a Government to prepare the way for the Seyyid's drastic 
it 
PUTATS. It was feared that when Seyyid Mehdi Farrukh was introdiced Vo the 
Majlis as the new Minister of the Interior there might be an interpellation which 
would unseat Sobeily, That, however, did not happen the explanation being, 
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pethaps, that I was expected back in ‘Tehran soon, and the word had (gone out 
that nothing drastic should be done until the Brit! Minister arri Since 
my arrival on the 13th July the Majlis crisis seems to have simmered dawn, for 
reasons which are not very clear. One reason may be that there are £0 many 
fival candidates and proposals.” Soheily is no doubt playing one " party ” in 
the Majlis agsinat ancdher, ‘and be acerseto-be giving fn to the getecal clamou 
‘gainst the unpopular Press Bill which would severely limit the freedom of the 
‘Tebran newspaper-writers. It. may also. be that the Majlis Deputies are 
themselves fecling a little insecure; talk of discolotion is! in the. air, and 
eh, a senior Deputy, expressed to one of my staff bis horror at the 
fect that Soheily bad asked the Soviet 
‘Ambassador whether the ight the Majlis ought. to be dissolved; 
Dr, Malekzadeh’s point being not that the Majlis elections could mot be rebeld. 
bout that it was wrong for-a Prime Minister to discuss such a step with foreign 
Power. The position, as I write, is that Soheily appears to be contemplating 
a reahufle of Government posts, with the introduction of some new men." Wheat 
Ahy goes to Moscow, Sohetly may bring in Tadayyun in his places though Ahy 
shows little sign of preparing himself for depar' ct which may be the 
source of the rumour that he hopes himself to secure the premiership one of these 
days. Meanwhile, rumoare of '« military coup sponsored by 4 few prominent 
Belierals tend to increase the prev 
and large it may be said that Sobelly has only survived because 
vailable, and that being so, neither the Shah nor 1) 
Rossian Embassy nor this legation wished Lo being about a change. Meanwhile 
the Deputies have earned much popular disapproval hy their obstruction and 
ierosponmibility, and the Majlia might well have teen disolvd ad it ot teen 
for the rathor unexpected opposition of the Russian Ambassador, who aaid the 
‘*Snoment waa inopportune. 

14. It is not easy: to anaes precisely what in the extent of Russian influence 
in Persia at present. The Shah told Mr. Holinan early in July that he appre 
ciated the way we nade our infuence felt, because we did not absolutely. fiat 

n certain appointments being made ax some others did. Whether )y 
referring to the appoiatment of the new Minister for Foreign At 

ambassador in Moscow. I do n Hut Hf this was so, both 

it Russians were very discreet nbout the negotiations Our own 
method, viz, not to. ask for the appointment of particnlar officials, bot to prevent 
the appointment of very bad officials and occasionally to demur at the removal 
of gond ones, seem to be better than the method attributed to the Russ 

4B, “Generally speaking I doubt whether the Rusians exert mich infloence 
over the affairs of the Ceatral Government at present They are alleged to 
support the. Tada. party, but, in opite of somo allegations to the contrary they 
tot sem to carry on any serious internal politivel activity either ia Fobra, 
or, for that mattor, in the zone where Russian troops are stationed, though they do 
neem to show, oF to. shows, some fa othe Kurds, Mis omy 's Consul. 

jenoral at Tabriz has muggented, and I agree, that they seein to be allowin a 
somewhat hand:tommouth. policy. and are solely interested in. the war with 
Germany, Their economic activities are greatly hampered by a lack of rials, 
and they have. wed the British military authorities to make up the road from 
Tehran to Qazvin and on to Tabriz. They will only allow amall quantities of 
the excess of cereals in North Persia to come south and east, where it is badly 
needed, and aro alaa taking cattle and horses away into Russin, but as there ie 
4 mont dificult foot situation in South Russia that is hardly surprising. They 
ihave allowed Persian trops to return to Reznich, but they treat them with great 
suspicion-indeed, the Persians ure like prisoters. and the conditions of the 
Felurn to Tabriz ure, I believe, not yet settled. Nevertheless. the situation ie 
Certainly alittle easier. 

"16. Relations between ourselves and. the Russians have gone through a iost 
difficult stage. owing to the dispate regarding the use of the Tour asvelromen te 
the Tehran area. At Qaleh Murghi aerodrome we had built a cement runway and 
installed D/F facilities. but the Russians claimed its exclusive use for the 
reception of American bombers ‘The dispute ended in ‘an agreement. signed 
between the R.A. the Soviet erepertale m Administration in Persia, on 
the 30th sve, hy which the Russians will udiinister-Qaleh Afurghi and we will 
‘udminister the others, each granting tb other rights of use ax 

7. Another source of tension was an incident on the 30th May whien a 
British. military. reconnaissance party, finding a road impassable in’ North 
Kurdistan, turned, without. previous notification and went through the Soviet 


st 


zone. Fortunately the Anglo-Soviet Treaty had been signed only. a few: days 
previously and, no doubt, owing to that fact and also largely owing to the efforts 
of Mr. Urquhart. His Majesty's Consnl-General at Tabriz, the incident ended 
in au invitation by the Soviet Commander, General Melnik, neral Quinan, 
to visit Tabriz, General Melnik would not agree to various measures which 
10th Army desired in order to prepare the way for possible military operations 
in the area, but excellent personal relations were established and General Melnik 
is to pay a return visit to Bagdad very shortly. 

18” Donbiless the Russians will never quite get rid of that suspicion of us 
which is so characteristic of them, but our relations have certainly been much 
more cordial since the signatnre of the Anglo-Soviet alliance, 

19. The war is b to throw long shadows over Persia. It is strange 
that this country should have escaped for sovlong. But now problems are arising 
with which the inefiahly corrupt and. ineficient Administration ie_bvionly 

To jerfere in the 


tion and 
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it is hoped, executive powers will arrive shortly to help in the adm 

of the army, police, finance and supplies and in other spheres, General 

is already working as unofficial adviner to the Intendes meval of the Army, 
and Profesor Winsor has teen working. for some time in the Ainistey of 
‘Agriculture as irrigation expert 

20. ARP. is non-existent here, and a P-A.D, officer from 10th Army has 
recontly conducted an examination of the qnestion on the «pot and made recom. 
mendations to the Persian Government. A survey of minerals of value to the 
Allied war effort is being made by Mr. Barnett, a member of the MIES.C. staf, 
‘and development work under our direction may well result. Meanwhile, we do 
hot forget, in the midst of this constructive efort, measures lying at. the other 
end of the scale of usefulness, such as air raid pee and plans for evacua. 
tion to be put into effect if the worst comes to the worst. 

21. "fn the areas occupied by British troops, our intervention to secure the 
removal of undesirable of ls and the appointment of suitable auccessors is 
becom nal frequent. Tan rept eparately oh the question of 
the Tribal Lands with ‘which Colonel Galloway. taintatne special 
contact. Meanwhile it is oal spite of gloomy forecaata the 
Persian army has succeeded in maintainiag. a fair degeee of security on Our lies 
of communication and supply roates 19 Russia. Mohamed Rashid in Kurdistan 
‘only has a few followers left, and rather desultory negotiations are proceeding, 
Tn the Bakhtiari country an appearance of order has been restored; only in Fars 
does the situation cause anxiety as Nasir Khan has not made bie peace with the 
Persian Government and is said to be harbouring some Germate agents. ‘The 
Qashgai and Kuhgilu countries are clased to Government troops. 

22. To conclude this ratber lengthy review. there is, I fear, iio doubt that 
we are in for a most dificult time, The foodstuffs and Lransport ‘situation alane 
is most complex, and we have to work through a saze of corruption. and 
inefficiency in the administration in onr efforts to deal with it, The deterioration 
in the military situation in recent weeks has made our task a good deal more 
dificult. Bat we shall live from day to day and try to meet these problems as 


they arise 
Thave, &e 
RW. BULLARD 







































































[E 4681/14/34) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Biden — (Received August 8) 
{Felcgeaph 042 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, Auguit 8, 1982. 

SHY teleram No, 950, 

New Cabinet not yet andonuced as the Prime Minister still awaits reply 
‘Tagizada, whom he wauts for Minister of Finance. With that exception and, 
barring accidents, he has composed Cabinet which te rich Detter than anv of its 
predecessors since August 1041. Tntiovation is the appointment of civilian as 
inister of War—prolubly Kazemy No. 105, 





(B 4082/12/34) No.4 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. den —(Recriced August 9.) 

(No, 904) 

(Telegraphie,) Tehran, Auguat 8, 1942. 
‘OUR telegram No, 1735 to Minister of State and Minister of State's 

tologram No. 1241 

New Prime Minister acted with great promptit request for the 
arrest of ab ty-five suspects. Withist 24 h 
and ot heen arrested since. wrote aa 

to the Tiritish authorities and followed ups my 
Miniater who had with him Minixter for Foreign A\ 
hold the same office in the new one. Prime Minister, while fri 
{0 co-operate, was not prepared to hand over suspects (oxce 
fince UAC he considers agalust Persia sovervigaty. aml therefore. contrary. to 
article 1 of the treaty. He said. that he could: not at the outeet [1 group, 
‘omitted : Tot] bis administration add to his many difficulties the hostility which 

over soapecta would He proposed ‘suspects sboasds he Gelalned 

under Persian and British supervision and that interrogation should 

be carried out by a mixed commission, the Pervian membrs to be approved by 

L said my instructions were to ask for suspects to be hatided over to 
In view of our experience of Persian police this waa the only procedure which 
would afford us proper protection, He would incur litle, if any, more odium for 
handing over than he had already done for arresting suspects, As to the treaty 
T said as British were combatant and Persians non-combatant ally it waa bin duty 
to give ns maximum amsistance. Tt seemed clear, however. that Pritne Mi 
would not change his opinion, to avoid avkward impasse, T suggoated 
strongth of your telegram No. 1789 which [ had just seen, that 1 should explore 
‘the possibility of detention under joint supervision at Kermanshah or some other 
placy on the plateau but in the area ecoupied by our troops, Prime Minister held 
‘out for detention at Tehran. objected that whichever place might be selected 
"Tehran would not do becaiise it is f intrigue and to avoid 
between stispects and friends outside would be imporaible 
to allow us to pont an many guards as we wished from th 
‘also said that if we wee not satisfied with the result of a joint enquiry we 
‘ubrequently conduct, another ove on 0 Ihe would leave it to us to 
dovide whether any given suspect should be released oF retained. 

4. Later the Prime Minister sent for the Oriental Secrotary whom ¥ group 
omitted. the) knows well and said that if His Majesty's Government. insisted 
‘on handing over suspects bi course could be to resin. Ho would find some 
Other pretext and keep the real cause seeret to us, himself and Minister for Forel 
Miairx ‘The Minister for Foreign, Mairs called this morning. with similar 
imassage 

4. I reminded Minister for Foreign Afairs that I had sugyested the 
Hsibility of detention under joint mapervision a some place such as Kerman 
Teliran would not do because we kept no troops here. T also said that T had now 
received tolegram showing that a senior officer to discuss security was apparently 
to come from Bagdad shortly though T did not say how narrow his terms of 
reference were. [said I realised that new Government had many problems to 
solve and that our general desire was to help, but I had no authority’ to ayree te 
any policy but handing over and I must refer to you. 


5. At-presont the matter stands thus 
(@) Non-Persian suspects are being handed over to us-at once and we aro free 
to do what we like with them; 
(0) Persian suspects are to remain under detention. Persia watch of them 
is to be strict (this promise ix worthless) 
(6 British guards io any nomber-we like may take part (n surveillance from 
now of 
(@) Minister for Foreign Affairs notes that His Majesty's Minister has no 
rept any’ policy but handing over atid that arrival of 
1 Oiicer from Bagdad to discuss awcurity is expected 
cately following telegta 





No. 2 
Sir R. Bullard to Me, Eden (Received August 9) 


{Telogeepic) Tehran, August 8, 1048 

Wr immediately-preceding telogrim. 

Stspecte procedure is subject to law of diminishing returns. It was possible 
uyaccare tie Handing ero fl x doen pep, Chg eve tha rege cn 
tant presatre on the Prine Minister an the police, bat we are now 
Tange humtere, including military avd police offers and ait «x-F 
tnd (dhough we have not set told. the Errsian (overtime) the Cieneral Of 
Cominanding” Tefahan. At tho sate tine, we have to deal with a now Pri 
Sivnster whe ne taken aiice'nt-n-time-when the office is inch Tess attractive 
than sal 

Nt in for His Majesty's (Government to may whether they with to insist 
that all Persian wupecta whose arrest we demand ‘only be arfeated bat 
Handed aver tors {eis posable that Prime Minister is luting and would not i 

1 se, Dt ko ila ay 

Tied Stags colleague siggest we os 0 spp sir 

ed ments: Procelire proposed by the Betine Minister ix not so favourable to 
eae hake at fra night, Mat more faxcarable than that followed by the Traqi 

et and neepted by te, though i true that the iolerament camp at 
BHtioh lines “Creat diffculty of providing. bards i 
i ion of Persians even Persians coon, by 


ts ih ite utility. T think, 


arrangements 
ronger position in. hw 
the Prime 


3. Tf the Prime Minister does resi 
to the Allies who would take office with such an ixse unsettled, 





(E 4690/17/34) No. 2. 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Receiced August 10) 
(Xe, 1008) 
(Telegraphic) 
Y telegram No, 996. 
Prime Sfintstor ingroduced following Cabinet to Majlis to-day 
Ministers. without portfolio: Hakim-ulMutk and. Sadiq. Sadiqi 
(Mustashar-cd-Dowley), 
Foreign Aflairs ; Sai 
Interior: Kazem 
Industry and Commerce : Hajbir, 
‘Communications : Ms 
Posts : Hamid Sayyahe 
Agriculture: Husseist Adl. 
Education - Ali Akbat Si 
Jnstice > Baha-ul-Mulk Gharagorlou. 
Health | Ismail Marzubax. 
Finance : Tagizadeh. 
War: To be appointed later. 
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Tehran, August 9, 1943, 
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2 Prime Minister announced programme of assuring food supplies, internal 
security, action against hoarders and co-operation with Allies in accordance with 
the treaty, He welcomed friendly relations existing with Umated States. Food 
Ministry to be formed. 





(CW 10808 255/802) No, 26. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received August 10) 
(No. 287) 
Sir Tehran, July 22, 1942 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 687 of the 2st May, 1942. I have the 
honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from the air attaché, together 
with certified copies of the British and Russan texts of the agreement concluded 
oon the 30th June between representatives of the Royal Air Forve and of the Soviet 
Transport Administration in Persia, regarding the use and adm 
aetodromes in the Tehran area. The delay in forwarding the 
having had to be sent to Bagdad to be signed in ita final form by Air Commodore 
Coloma. 

2. Lam sending copies of th teh to His Majesty's Minister of State 
at Cairo, to the Air Officer Cor nclosures), the Government 
‘of India, and His Majesty's Ambansador at Kuibyshey, 

Thave, 
& W. BULLARD. 


Enclosure it 
Group Captain Greentaw to Sir R. Bullard. 
Sir, Tehran, July 18, 10942. 

T HAVE the honour to mbmit herewith for your Excellenoy's information 
‘and communication to. the authoritien concerned: wix copies of the text of a 
protocol of agreement concerning the administration and tse of acrodromes in 
tho Tehran area, concluded between representatives of the Royal Air Force and 
roprosentatives of the Soviet Transportation Administration in Persia, at Tehran 
on the 30th June, 1042 

The fitst original, which includes both the English and Russian texts, has 
been placed in the hand of General Koroleff, head of the Soviet Transportation 
Administration. The second original in Russian and English has been retained 
iy the Air Offer Commanding, fraq Command 

T have, & 
ROBERT R GREENLAW 
Air Attaché 


Sub-Enclomure in No, 26. 


Protocol of an Agreement for the administration anit use of Aerodrowes in the 
Tehran Area concluded between Representatices of the Royal Air Force and 
Representatives of the Soviet Transport Administration in Persia at Tehran 
‘on Tursday, June 30, V2, 

IT i agreed that 
1. Use and administration of aerodromes it: the Tehran area shall be joint 
2. ‘The responsibility for aviation aervices in the Tehran area shall include 

‘and be as follows :— 

(@) Control of flying on each aerodrome from the point of view of safety 
shall be vested in the force administering that particular aerodrome. 

(8) ‘The control of the personnel entering aerodromes from the point of view 
‘of security shall be the responsibility of the force administering that 

__ particular aerodrome. 

(0) To ensure safety of flying, British and Soviet authorities shall mutually 
exchange meteorological and air-route information 

@ the same object of safety in view it is considered necessary to set 

p corridors of access to the aerodromes, and flying regalation 

generally in the Tehran area, and also an air raid warning organica 
tion. The British and Soviet forces will appoint specially qualified 
officers to confer and work out details of such organisation, 
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3. The following onder of use and administration of aerodyomes in, the 
Tehran area shall apply :— 

A—Quali Morghi 

i) The Soviet putinue to be responsible for the general 
administration of eof Quilt Morghi, including guarding, ‘The 
Soviet anthorities will ar sat personnel of the British air forces shall have 
free access to and from their places of duty on the aerodrome at all times in 
accordance with rales established on the aerodrome of which the British forces 
shall be kept fully informed, 

(i) The Soviet alithorities will afford full facilities for the operation of 
British Airways ou the aerodrome of Quali Morghi. All visiting British airoraft 
will land at Quali Morghi 

(iii) The British forces will have the uurestriéted tise of three h be 
large and two siall) for the housing of Hritish Airways’ airoraft, a fight of 

ix Baltinnore aircraft (photographic rurvey) and visiting British mircraft 
Soviet anithorities will provide sufficient accommodation to house the British 
personnel of the photographie survey party in addjtion to the ecommotation at 
present occupied by the British forces 

Renark The use of hangars for six Baltiniore aircraft (photographic 
survey) is only of a temporary nature until such time as these aircraft can be 
transferred 16 the aeroxlrome of Mehrabad when the work of building runways 

{i¥) The British forces, if required, will provide accommodation for Persian 
sone po ecg sce eded ty the Sovier authorities atthe aerodrome of 

juali Morghi 
9 i Bu-Dothon Tapped 

The British forces will continue to be responsible for the administration of 
Doshan The British forces, in caso of oocessity, will allow Soviet 

reraft to fd on the actextrome of Diahan Tappeh and will carry out necosary 

ypair of Soviet piroraft and engines within the capacity of the factory 


©—Mekrobad. and Bashgah, 


Tho British forces will undertake the administration of Mebrabad and 
Miastigah in conjunction with the Persian forcer Those nerodvomen willbe 
regarded ax “satellite” werodruanes. ‘The British forves, in care of necemsity 
wil allow Soviet airoraft to land on Mebrabad and Baahguh 

nittew shall be set up under the guidance of the british 
iharsy consisting of British and Soviet. representatives, 
J with implementing the details of thir agree 
nitation on ally problems affecting: the 
u and woe of nerodromes in the area of Tobi 

3... Finally both sides ngree to tse the available aviation resources in Persia 
(othe best advantage and in full consultation with one another” Any pointe of 
Gifhculty will be referred in the first instance to the sub-committee mentioned in 
paragraph 4 above 


Ropresentatives of the Royal Air — Representatives of the Soviet Trane 
Fore -—= Port Administration in Persia 
Air Oftcor-in-Charge Adyninistea Chief of Adminiatration, Major 
tion, Traq Command; Air General of Technical Troops 
Commodore 
COUEMAN Konovarr 
Air Attaché, British Legation, Chief of Aviation Department 
Tehiran. Group Captain, 


Grorextaw Launenriere, 


Certified the text of this agreement corresponds as regards translation 
exactly with the Russiat text 


PAnQnonsy. 
Thereby certify this to be a true copy of the original 
RM. A HANKEY, First Seoretiry 


Britioh Legation 
Tehran, Fuly 15.1942 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kien (Received August 23.) 
(No. 270) % 

WITH reference to my telegrams describing the day-to-da 
the eesent Cabinet criss here, eign my telegrams New. 10 a 
the honour to inform you that the fall of Ali Sobeily's Cabinet on the 30th July. 
came as a surprise to'many observers. I propose im this despatch to attempt to 
analyse the reasons for Sobeily’s resignation, ax well-as to describe shortly the 
political events which followed it, culminating in Ahmad Qawam's presentation 
of his new Cabinet to the Shah anid the Majlis on the 9th Angust. 

The cx-Prime Minister, in his farewell statement to the Majlis, « 
cummary(’) of which I enclose herein, attributed his resignation to the lack. of 
sympathy shown by the Majlis and the press to his Government's efforts to deal 
With current problems. These is uo doubt that a number of Deputies, chief 
awong whom were Ali Dashti, Sabam-ns-Sultan Bayat and Dr. Malik-Zadeh, 
were oppored to Soheily and did their best to make difficulties for him. Their 
explanation of their condact was that Sobeily, in order to obtain their support 
had made a number of promises to them which be did not fulfil; for instance, he 
had promixed to award the post of Minister of the Interior to Farajullah 
Baheamy (Dabir-A"zam), but had not kept his promise. Bayat, was openly 
working for the post of Prime Minister, and Dr. Malik-Zadeb was hoping for a 
Iucrative appointment. in the university. Soheily was forced by the Majlis to 
attond endlexs secret weasions in person, after which the same subjects were often 

regard for any decisions that may have been 
in nocret ses ‘olnrvers Soheily appeared to be afraid of the 
Majlis. Nevertheless, the public, such an it in, seems to have recognised that the 
Majlin were unreasonably obstructive, and there has been much oriticinm of 
the Deputies 
An for the press, there were certainly a number of attacks on! various 
bers of the Cabinet and on the Cabinet's policy ax a whole in certain Tebran 
nvepapers and ay attempt contol the prs by & new law evoked 10 much 
opposition that Soheily felt obliged to abandon the struggle, Certain Majlix 
Deputies wore of the opinion that. if he had been courageous enough to use the 
powars which were already at the disponal of the Goverument in virtue of the state 
Of military Iaw which still exists at Tehran, he could have checked this irrespon. 
sible eritie recourse to new legislation. But, most important of all, 
there waa i for failing to deal adequately with 
the question of food di Adequate powers had, admittedly after much 
delay, beon givon to Government by the Majtix, bu effective had been 
lone to check hoarding, and. the oceasion, se, of the crisis endit 
in the downfall of the Govornment was rioting in towns such as Malayit an 
Burujird, where the now harvest is alroady available, and there was no excuse 
for bread shortage. It is only fair. to add that there are some grounds for 
believing that the riots were not apontancous. But it is an undoubted fact that 
the Governmont wore unwilling to deal with hoarders, and many people hinted 
darkly Uhat prominent officials, and éven Ministers, were in the racket themselves. 
‘The Govirnment cert (little, if anything, to suppress the widespread 
corruption of the country, and there were a number of scandalous rumours about 
financial and. oral irregularities committed by the Prime Minister himself. 

“4. The unfortunate incident of M. Aby's appointment as ambassador to 
the Soviet Union may also have helped to undermine Sobeily’s self-confidence. 
When Mobammad Sted Maragha'i was brought from Kuibyshey to take over 
the Ministry for Foreign Afiairs, it appears that Ahy"s appointment to replace 
him was decided by the Shah, Sobeily and the Soviet Ambassador without any 
formal notification to Ahy, the result being that the latter became annoyed, 
hinted that he would not 0, and finally resigned from the Cabinet three days 
before Sobeily gave up his task, M. Aby had a cortain capacity for making 
trouble, though he enjoys uo great prestige in the Ma: 
added to Soheily's difficult 

5. But the most effective factor which caused Sobeily to resign was 
probably his feeling: that he had lost the confidence both of the Russians and of 
Jurselves, ‘The Soviet Ambassador complained to Sobeily, I understand, ow the 
Sth duly that his Government had failed to deal with the food, transport and 


(Not printed. 
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fifth column problems. At that time Sobeily was proposing to remodel hi 
Cabinet’ by dntreducing: some new members, bat Enally decided to. resi 
altogether. It may have been that my own action in informing him on the 
20th July that we were greatly disappointed by the failure of the Government 
to deal with the wheat situation was the deciding factor. ‘The Minister of th 
Interior had been to Khuzistan to settle the wheat question there, but had failed 
completely to extract any but the smallest quantities of wheat from landowners 
Known to have many hundreds of tons to spare. ‘The labourers working for the 
British military authorities and the towns of Ahwaz and Khorramshahr were 
nwhile going short. ‘The Prime Minister knew qi 
gravely concerned at this ineffective handling of the situation in an 
ereate wore closely afected. Farther, we were pressing for the arrest and 
handing over to us of a number of Germans and Persians implicated in the 
evidence obtained by the British military authorities from a number of Germans 
fn their custody. The knowledge that this demand could not indefinitely be put 
aff may have decided him to resign before an unpopular decision Had 0 Be taken 
©. After his resignation Soheily, at the Shah's request, carried on the 
functions of Government for three days. During that time’ the Majlis, sent 
delegates to the well-known elder statesman, Hussein Pirnia, (Mu'tamih-u- 
Maik), asking him to form a new Cabinet, but Pirnia told them in no uncertain 
terms that he refused to take office with such riguing and obstinate 
Majlis “On the Ist August a ballot of tho Majlis gave 58 votes to Qawam 
against 22 to Sobeily. and the former agreed to torm a Cabinet on the under: 
Standing that he was to have a compleiely free hand in the selection of hi 
Ministers. He proved willing, if not anxious, to discuss this question with 
and cancelled several names immediately he heard that we did not approve of 
thet. His Cabinet ax presented to the Majlis on the 9th August contains four 
satisfactory rwembers of the previous Cabinet (Said Hair, Anni and Hussein 
two old gentlemen (Hakimul-Mulk and Mustarbarud-Dowleh) in an 
ity; an active new Minister of Education, Sinsi; a benevolent old 
‘an Minister of Health; and the energetic Kazomy 
ister of the Interior, Hi ww Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs, has occupied that appointment recently to our satisfaction and. ix 
acceptable to the Russians, The selection of Ali Reza Gharagozlou (Bahn-ul 
Malk) for the Ministry of Justice ix mrprine, Minister has not held 
office for a long time and cannot know ve Is 
Ministry to which be fs appointed; but he bas the reputation of being wn honest, 
well-meaning mat: ‘The Ministey of War was at first offered to M. Ala, who 
referred to retain his non-political port ar general manager of the 
(fait and then to Kazemy, who refused it ax too difficult; the Prime Mi 


hhimself is therefore looking after that Ministry; and ‘Taghi-Zadoh’s Mi 
that of Finance, ix also in the Prime Ministers charge pending Taghi-Zadeh 
‘ood wi 


‘to appoint a Minister or Controller ith wide 

re, and (C Amanuiah Ardelan (Haji Taz-ul-Mamalik) 4s 10 be given 
That post; he has formerly: had though he hax rooeutly. served 
in provincial appoinuinent, such ax Governor-Gereral at Kerman, at Rezaieh and 
at Isfahan. 

7. T enclose herein a summary(’) of the new Prime Minister's speech to the 
Majlis in introduction of the new’ Cabinet. 

8. Lam sending copies of this despatch and of its enclomres to the Minister 
of State in Cairo, to the embassy in Bagdad with a copy for the General Officer 
Commanding the Tenth Army, and to the Secretary to the Government of India 
in the External Affaire Department 

Tage, 


W. BULLARD. 
() Not printed, 





(B 4896/122/; No, B. 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran), 
(No. 1182) 
{eigen ic) Foreign Office, August 24, 1942. 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 1015, 1042 and 1056 [of 12th-21st August - Arrest of 
Axis agents } 
T approve your action, 
2° "Persian Minister raised matter here on 17th August and again on 
19th August. On second occasion he said his Prime Minister wished ns to know 
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that, if we persisted in our demand that the suspects should ie sent to Arak 
Spit talent raigal Re treciarsbenged tancigmatiec aod uaeeiee 
sidered. Minister did uot imply that Prime Minister would necessarily resign 
tnd we are not disposed to take this threat too seriously : 

ns og reply we ave old the Miniter Ghat ee are unable to ages wo 

at Tehran and trust that he will urge his Governusent to agree without 

a eeprom eee preceerr pera teat ser] 

take place and the Persian authorities could take part in guarding them 
vances, + stopaber‘udesnd why pnt neroation should be 





(B 6085/—/34) No, 29, 


Sir R. Blland to Me, Réon!=(Retvioed Aupeat 2 
(ie deny to Mr. Bden—(Re od August 27.) 
ae ead of lpr Chief of Police, General Rukn-ad- Din Makhta: 
perpel geeeerteaiie 
sie pan Boer 
the om nce ofthe comrt) ia renounced oe Spo 
oisuuead tinals siete ban ball tha pees fto tbat date oat ike 
abdication of Reza Shab in September 1041. ‘During the last few days of Rew 
Shah's reiga, Mukbtari fled to Kerman and was popularly supposed to have beon 
Howmvery men it became apparent the 
‘Appears that the story of the jewels was false. Makly one 
wan told. by the Shah t Sian tte tant 
orders against Soviet nationals or auapected Soviet agents in this country that 
Date Ane pepe be in grave nger if he found himself at the merey of the 
3. Towards the end of 1941 it was decided to arrest hin, and he hax been 
@ prisouor in Teh wer since, News of the progress of hie trial has been 
palit ie pew aime ont rin i aaa aa 
psa pe beter ege ne pe mpevity Sei were ea 
tee art sito ake 
eke ey reaper 
ae ee eee 
ponte ig eee oe cenapay gare pre ed 
charges, The principal accusations are of complicity in the execution, or murder, 
of the following well-known persons Seyyid Hassan Mudarris, Prince Firouz 
(Nusrat ed Douleh), Abdul Hussein Diba, and Sheikh Khazal, the Sheikh of 
Germaauee ieuaidniemsttite dastistitep iene 
ore hater te peg eee 
larities in the trial of certain persons suspected of spying for the Soviet Govern- 
ment, ‘wveral places the indic ‘contained the statement that “in thi 
matter Mukhtari misled the Shah” he ex-Shah Reva). and also the pion 
that Mok defence that he was acting under orders of the late Shab 
wax inadmissible, usually beeause the Shah had not given written orders. A 
number of other prisoners were cited in the indictment, all of whom appear to 
have been police offi rs OF persons satlered by the police, the most important 
‘of them being Captain Abdullah’ Migdadi of the Tehran “ Police de Séreté.” 
Tt appeared to many readers of the indictment that it was drawn up with the 
object of tating on Mukhtar the sins of the ex-Shah—in fact, with the 
suggestion that the Inte Shah was a benevolent ruler deceived by unworthy and 
evil subordinates. Such a complete perversion of the truth ought ‘not to have 
deceived even the most aimple-minded persons: but it is clear that a great deal 
of popular indignation had been worked up against Mukhtari before the trial 
started. Tt must be remembered that the relatives of Modarris, of Nusrat ed 


In, Which wore to be sent abroad. 
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Douleh, of Diba, and of the considerable number of landowners and. susp 
had suffered under the Pahlevi were all longing for revenge, and it was not 
unnatural that their batred and thirst for revenge should be concentrated on 
the executive head of police under Reza Shah. It is easy to forget, in these days 
of free speech, the iron discipline of Reza’s reign, ‘The ex-Shah took a. close 
personal interest in every detail of the work of the police, and it is inconceivable 
Fiat Mukhtari would have dared to do the smallest thing without making a full 
report to Reza Shah, who was so far above any kind of criticiam or control th 
if'Mukhtari had ventured to ask his Royal master to. pat anything, im writi 
the most probable result would have been a severe kick from the Royal boot. Nor 
fe it convement for the public to remennber that, if Mukhtari was guilty of slavish 
dbelience to the Shah, his guilt in that respect was shared ly a very large number 
Gf other Government servants who vied with one another in expressing the most 
fulsome praise for whatever the Shah did. 

3. The trial bean on the 25th July. The court was the tribunal created for 
the hearing of charges against Government servants, 
fnemies were not loog in discovering that that court Was not empowered 
capital sentence. There was & considerable outery on this point; a Bill was 
Totraduced in the Majlis on the 4th August for the purpose of easuring that. in 
future all persons accused of complicity in the crime of mutder should be tried 
before the riminal courts which could award a death sentence; but iL was soon 
ealiaed that to pass this Bill would take too long for it to affect the present trial 

The first day of the trial was the occaxion of long and highly coloured 
articles in all the ‘Tehran papers, full of phrases mch as the following 
a Mukhtari, the agent of Reza Shah, foremost in working the machinery of 
tyranny, and a shedder of blood comparable to Jenghiz Khan or Tamurlane, 
appeared trembling at the seat of justice, There was Mukhtari, who used 
Meee Mable to ruin a hundred families with one stroke of his pen, now trembling 
before the inexorable retribution which justice is about to exact 

TT do not thipk it necossary to weary you with a detailed analysis of the 
lengthy arguments and créaeexaininations which wok place during, the trial 
Thay wereall reported in full in many of the Tehran papers. The depositions 
dal the accused were confused and contradictory. and wore for the most part denied 
by the accused When cromexamined by the court. ‘The case of the murder of 
Khazal ought perhaps to be mentioned ere: the prosecution's argument was 
that the sheikh was strangled by three or four people at the orders of Mukhtari 
tnd with the connivance of one of the abeikh’s sons, and that after the strangling 
fad taken place one of the murderers pierced his forehead with a knife to make 
caine blood flow, Mukhtari's defence was that the sheikh died a natural death, 
seas certified by a Tehran doctor at the time. Tt seems peculiarly pointless 
Tor the aged sbeikh to have been murdered at all, for he was a, bedridden old 
tore vere alk with diabetes and incapable of doing any harm; in fact, it was 

Kaowledge that he was dying in any cave 
defence was a denial of all the charges particularly, the 

charge that be had kept persons in prison after theit terin had expired : he had 
Snvariably sent reports to the judicial authorities (and no doubt also to the Shah) 
hot one of the Ministers of Justice had ever made any comments or raised any 
{questions concerning anything he had done, He had merely executed the orders 
Te received 

One of the Majlis Deputies, named Siqat-ul-Islami, spoke in the Majlis 
on the 4th August to the following effect: Everyone who had participated in the 
Goreroment and the administration of the last régime ought (6 be put on trials 
Hf Mukhtari was evil, so was the whole former Government; all the M. 
itd responsible officiais of those days ought to be brought to trial as M 
antunphees. And one of the defending advocates, named Dr. Mubity cnused 
Miter priticismn from many of those who are thirsting for revenge by his statement 
that in the days of Reza Shah there was bo real law and no real Executive except 
inthe pa of hn Shak Nise el papal 

10. ‘oi popular feeling is being whipped up by various 
interested parties for. theit own ends. "Printed ips ol paper bearing the 
following statements, in Persian, have reached this logation< “ Mukbtari has 
Siade children fatherless. wives husbandless,"” &., ‘* Hundreds of innocent women 
fave expired under the kicks of Mukhtari's jack-boots; to-day the judges of the 
PArinal court must avenge them.” As usual, the British are, obscurely, 
‘sometimes <1 to be mixed up in the trial, For reawmns whieh are not 
Simous this’ Jegation is accused of shielding and protecting Mukhtari 
Kuonymous letters have been written to. this legation warning us that if we 
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Protect Muktiaei not only will the “hate of the Persians increase against the 
British, but it might lead to other not have a good 
offect. z 
11. Tt seems inevitable that Makhtari will be sentenced to a long term of 
imprisonment. One thing appears to be in Mukhtari's favour, though it is wot 
likely that the court will take it into considerations it i the fact that io ope 
‘has aconed him of lining his pockets, as he might easily have done; in fact, he 
seems to be a comparatively poor man, though bad he wished to do so be could 
have followed the example of his predecessor Ayrum and accumulated large 
fortune, 
12. The two chief workers against Mukhtari have been 
the son of Nustat ed Douleb, and a person naine 1 latest develop 
‘mont arising out of the trial is a notice which appeared in the press of. the 
Oth August saving that Muh: the eldest som of Is 
Soulnt ed Douleh Qashqai, demanded that the 
bo the subject of judicial enquiry: a strange d 
defying the Persian Government ever ince be tled from its custody during the 
confusion of the events of last August. In actual fact, there is hardly’ any 
doubt that Soulat ed Douleh was killed, probably poisoned, by direct order of 
Reza Shah» but that would not prevent that charge being brought. against 
Makhtari ax woll 
18. L have reported at some length on this trial because it has aroused 0 
much public interest here, and because, as it brings the misdeeds of the ex-Shah, 
‘nto the public eve, it eannot be altogether without ita effect on the 
the dy Tndleod, the Shah. is known to be o ed by tho fee! 
has found expression against his fathor to be hoped that. the 
trial will not begin a rien of re ntenices of imprison: 
tnont, and in the interests of all parties T propose to us my influence dincreetly 
to encourage 5 ‘44 possible, to Jot byxones tke bygoties 
ing copies of this despatch to Hix Majesty's Minister of State, 
Secretary’ to the Government of India in the External Aflairs 
t, and to the General Officar (i ning, Xth Army. Ting 
have, se 
KW. BULLARD. 





[B 8900/122/34) No. 30. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received September 1.) 
(No. 1118) 
(Telegraphic.) 
POUR telegram No. 1,189 
Half-henrted nature of reference to possible resignation of Prime Minister 
in tho Porsian Minister's coramunication to the Foreign Office gave ux a hint which 
as ntrengthened hy the fact that the Prime Minister had proposed to appoint 
his brother ambassador to Turkey. It seemed certain that he did wot. wich, to 
resign, I found Minister for Foreign Affairs ¥ 
ambiguous reply be had received from the Pe ter in London, and 1 
urged him to realine the mind of His Majesty's Government was made up on the 
question of suspects and a secre agroesaent of the Persian Government without 
it delay. I followed up this talk with a letter to the Prime Minister, in 


Tehran, September 1. 1942. 


g. however, owing to 


which I said that His Majesty's Government would regan solution of the problem 


i the sense of our so, 
towards the Ailies, 
2. ‘The following day the Prime Minister summoned me, and assured me 
that His Majesty's Government had no cause to doubt the sincerity of the preseat 
ernment. Co-operation with the Allies had been adopted as eaential part of 
its programme, and His Majesty's Government ought to have confidence fe hine 
T said that confidence requited to be kept alive by acts deserving of confidene 
‘and that only complete collaboration with us in essentials would justify. hopes 
which we had built on his reputation and the fact that he had appointed Suid 
(who was [group undecypherable: present} )’ as his. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs: Tt was then that the Prime Ministor stated that he bad decided vo 
accept our proposals about suspects, and would tell his Cabinet and the Majlis 
that that was his policy. to be taken or left. 1 said that I was sure that tock 


Compromise as a test of the sincerity of his policy 


4 


he Majlis‘and the people woth follow so strony a lead. (In fact only two 
members of the Cablnet had ever threatened to resign, and they changed thei 
ttinds, while the Majlis listened obedicatie, said that they hnd already given 
the Prime Minister their confidence. and begged him to resign. Doubtless 
the reindr, ving ee already given the pew aoa the wets of the 
Miliary Gorernor belped to bring bout this wine ettitade) 

Leta Atop exer teieesere ld Une daoea BUiisar tgs crore Soe 

i 


om the Tact that the ag J, he did not wish to spend his time 

San imonbenlb ehh eopteantgakonoulmelany ae ne meeiel 
ree eascceneresSeaeoelltacoiaioea : 

Danes keeties omplarce Reaens Sas Saldibeoa stay ocd 


ister said that, apart 


in that the Prime Minister wishes to remain in office 
nd to make 4 success of his Government, Morover, his decision was 
taken before the news from Russia became mor favourable to the 
Mii 
() Min alrondy clon 


rime Ministor possess authority far greater 
than that of 


immediate predecessors. Firughi, besides being 

ised. pol Sohily wax little 
a. and. wan considered. weak " 

to have settled to his satisfaction the 

civilians, and will probably keep the Ministry of War 

hands 


(e); Quam han checked. the press wing and instilling into his 
Colleagues activity in the all-important treaty ‘esti 
Qawram metas, therefore, to deserve mupport, the more v0 ax we know him 
ceptable to the Russians, but he ean only receive our support. which it it 
rhe valuea, 20 lan nplice with our wishon ta 
he del have hitherto endangered our interests from. 

See my immediately following telogram,) 

(Tank keaping. ty, Govies, ollentwo. and me. United, States. colleague 
informed. "Cited State ainintor agreed that he coald appre. on the 
‘Question of ria which affect Amarican interests to, and that he could go a0 far 
ato may that Fifth Coltmn was a real menace which the: Persian Govern 
iment ought to help vs to remove.” He has since informed me that he has spokes 
to the Prime Mintster in this sense, though it was after the Prime Minister had. 
in fact, promiaed to accept our demands on hoth, questions. Soviet Cha 
A'Affairs is unable, as T informed you. in my telogram No. 1,103, to take aay 
Serious action without instructions, but he promised to telograph his Government 
bout these two saljects 





© 5244/122/38) Ne. 31 
Mr. Kden to Sir R, Bullard (Tehran), 


Foreign Office, September 5, W942, 
jet Ambassador discussed with me on the Ist September the 
ing from our recent request to the Persian Government that they 

Should arrest some forty-five suspected Axie agents and band them over o ou 
military authorities for internment. i 
2. -M. Maisky brought with him a letter in which he quoted at length from 
representations made by the Persian Charge fe ASsiaas an Kaiiosber on hs 
st August. These representations rather naturally gave an inaccurate accou 
iene eeeeeeee 
ment’s support, The letter stated that similar representations had been made 
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to your Soviet colleague by the Persian Prime Minister, who had threatened to 
resign if His Majesty's Government persisted in their demands. Meanwluie, the 
press was conducting 2 campaign against the artests, for which it 
blamed the Soviet Government ac well as His Majesty's Goverment. As was well 
known, the Soviet Government had made no demands of this kind to the Persian 
Government, their knowledge of the problem being limited to what you had told 
your Soviet’ colleague in general terms. Since the question had’ a certain 
importance for their relations with Persia, the Soviet Government would be glad 
to teceive full information about the points at issue 
‘3. I gave M. Maisky some account of the back history of this question, 
explaining that our previous experience had shown only too clearly that, if we 
owed stispected Axis agents aarded by the Persian police alone, many 
Of them succeeded in eseupi it became necessary to request the Persian 
Governnient to arrest these forty-five suspects we therefore asked that they 
should be hatided over to the British military authorities for interment. It 
was true that the Persian Government, while agreeing to band over the foreign 
had objected to sending Persian subjects to be interned at Arak, and 
Prime Minister had even apoken of resigning. Bot you had 
iat that the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
f vou that they accepted our view aud agreed that our 
old bogin to make arrangements for the reception of the 


estion therefore’ appeared 16 be settled, and 1 hoped his 
ppreciate the importance, from the Soviet as much ax from 
fhe Britah point of view, of taking eflecive action against these Axis agents, 

who could do-so much harin to our vitally Important fines of communication. 
5, M. Maisky, who had at first been perhaps inclined to take the line that 
‘wo bad gone too fay in tho demands we had put to the Persian Government, 
ing that the orisix bad apparently been revolved and that 
nger any question of the Prime Minister resigning, Ie finally 

to lot him have an account of the whole question; this Tam doing. 

Tom, &e 
ANTHONY FI 





(1B 6276/173/38) No, 82, 


Sir R. Mullard to Mr. Eden—{Received September 7.) 
(No, 277.) , 
HIS Majeuy's representative presents his compliments to Lis Majesty's 
‘pal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to 
it herewith a copy of a six-monthly situation report from Meshed, 

dated the 2ixt July, 1942. 


Tehran, August 18, 1942, 


Enclosure in No. $2. 
Sie-Monthly Political Situation Report 


‘THE first half of 1942 has beet a period of gradnal restoration of security 
and public confidence in the stability of the régime. Towards the end of January 
‘Aghn Ali Mansur, a former Prime Minister of Persia, was appointed Ustandar 
(Governor-General) of the Ninth Ustan (Khorasan and the Qainat), He soon 
showed himself an administrator of a very different type from his predecessor. 
the notorious Frakrevan, ‘whe indictment shorty afterwards’ for~ various 
offences, including murder, was hailed with delight by everyone in Khorasan 
except the officials. Not long before his arrival a dispossessed tribal leader, 
Saniat-us-Saltana, bad raised the standard of revolt in the Bakbarz region and 
guined a considerable number of adherents. Armed with rifles and other equip- 
iment jettisoned by the Meshed garrison in their headlong flight from the Russians 
in August 1941, the rebels, with Furiman as their tise. blocked the Zahidan 


43 


road south of Meshed, while another: force, led by the Saulat’s brother Muntasar, 

satened Turbat-i-Haidari from. the east ming Russian support aud 
British goodwill, the rebel, leaders announced their object to be the liberation 
‘of the peasantry from the oppressive and corrupt rnle of Tehran, but it soot 
became obvious that the Saulat's n ninent into 
restori arrival. of 


the situation; the main. rebel force was. roated n 
pushed right back to the Afghan frontier... Saulat-us Sa efuge in 
the famous mountain fasiness of Kalat-i-Nadiri north of Meshed, but) was 
eventually persuaded to surrender and taken to Tehran. His disiljusioned 
adherents were treated with statesinanlike lenicnce by. the Governor-General 
aud have given no further trouble. 

‘This success restored the prestige of the administration, not so much because 
of th isciplined and badly-equipped rebels, but because 
of th ‘Afghan goodwill which facilitated it, Sporadic 
raiding by Baluch tribesmen continued, however, in the districts adjoining the 
Afghan frontier and on the Meshed-Zabidan road, where lorries of the East 
Berwin Auxiliary Pransport Service among others, were held up and the drivers 
fired ou and robbed oo several oaasions. Efforts ate being made to improve the 
personnel an equipment of the Gendarmerie (Amnieh), and considerable progress 
In thie respect haw boot nade in tho Qainat, thanks to the personal internst 
taken by kat-ol-Malk In the local administration; elsewhere, however, 
no vory atriking. romulte can be expected, as the mich are of poor fighting quality 
and the officers «arrupt 

Another part of the province in which th it does not yet 
ron is the Kurd aud Turcoman tribal area to the north of Kucka and Bujuurd 
Faraj Bog, the Kurd | hack from his exile at Gulpaigan early in 
February and proceded to disarm the local Aronieh. demanding of the Khorisa 
Government that he should by entrusted with the we of security in his 
area. The defeat of Sa enabled the Ustandar to call Faraj Beg's 
bof and a compromise was eventually reached whereby the poste along the mai 
roadi wore to be matined by Amiieh aud the adjoining mountain regions h 
the Kurd lender, In the extreme north-eastern end. of the province the attitude 
of the Yount Turvonians is vory doubtful and there ix much raiding, ‘The Gokla 
Turcomans are quiet 

y wecurity the chief prececupation’ of tho local government hinx been 

ning of Meshed and otber towns ‘The artogant and tyrannoox 
‘of tbe Inte régime and ita wnito of the nation's aescte in unproductive 
expenditure impoverishil| the masses while enriching a minority of wammupuloa 
cinlk, toerchants and landowners, who in tien were relloved of part of their 
ins by the fs no doubt that by August 
the road to economic chaos 
fad financial rain, w fate from which the wountey was saved, temporarily aL aly 
Fate, by the abdication of the monarch and the influx of money and supplien fro 
Allied sources. Government wheat collection sank from 32,000 tons in 1030-40, 
to 26,000 tone in 1940-41 and 23,000 in 191-42. although in neithor of these 
two litter years were climatic conditions over the province as a whole below 
the average, ‘The caus of these short collections were: (1) Short sowings due 
to economnic weakness: (2) the corrupt and oppressive methods of the zrai 
collectors, (8) hoarding and ‘black market.” operations by profiteers, incliding 
many of the revnue alficials themelves. Speculation in wheat futures became 
Fife and it was only by adulierating the bread sold to the public with barley 
raising: prices s0 as to limit consumption, buying stocks at famine. prices from 
hoarders and importing. from Russin and India, that the Adininistcation, was 
able to keop the poorer po ive.) 

In other ways also the masses are exploited and 
hoarding and profiteering on the part af officials a 
the less scrupulous merchants and landholders, ‘The monopoly 
control system developed during the late régime has not uly. ¢ 


©) Frotm figures recently fvesiahied (ander copsiderable reasure) by the” te 
Department, It appenrt that, of We 14,700 tana of whet comvuimed tw Mccbed Ipop 
shout 160000) daring the year 1081-4, oaly 5080. tone were collected. locally, 
Government rate: the balance, excluding 1,200 tone lnporied teow Bustin and. Led 
purchased by the Eeomomie Department at prices ¥erying from ove and a ball teh 
the Government rate.” It can be imagined what scope thie sretem sflorte for disbone 
Separtment responsible for collection and distribution of food grain 
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sses, but strengthened their hold upon the people. Apart from them and from 
the hordes of aaldiery, gendarmerie, farrashen. policemen, hails and. secret 
the masses are quite unorganised, and therefore ‘without 
I Feeble bleats are heard in the teashops and in the press, 
is doue ‘The officials are too strongly entrenched, thanks to their 
au nhorate machioery of administration and of the courts.” ‘Their 
only serions rivals are the big merchants, and these they either accept as partners 
nly seri if mere these they either accept as part 
When » country bas had for years an illiterate bandit for its king it is not 
surprising that its administration shoold have developed into one vast racket 
Nothing but bold, honest and wise leadership at the top can remedy Persia's ills 
Pouring i money and cbeapy supplies cts sa palliative, but accentuates the 


Anglo-Persian Relations 


In Rast Persia anti-British feeling is dninistakable, bat it is confined to the 
oficial clams, the merchants and Inters who hae tet saa ena 
Tefore the Occupation, and the ofcers of the army: and gendarmerie, The ma 
in the street and the cultivator have nothing against us; if anything, they would 
to see us in control, curbing the rapacity af the officials and gendarmetie, and 
Keeping the Russian wolf from the fold. Unfortunately, ax pointed out above 
she mau in thie street and the cultivator do not cont, With the notable exception 
of the powerful and united Alani and Khozaima families in the Qainat, beaded 
by that staunch Anglophile the Shaukat-ul-Mulk, "" society" consists of the 
colficer class, civil and inflitary, and it is anti: Ttritish remainder of 
upper class follows its lend, "This regrettable state of affairs ix ascribed to 
weral different causen One is the catastrophic increase in the cost of living, 
for which the Allied cxcupation ix blamed, Another is our known disapproval 
of Persian methods and standarde: we are suspected of contemplating annexation 
‘or partition with Russi, which, it ia feared, would be the doom ot the vested 
torests that control public opinion. A third. we are told, ix our“ unholy 
alliance” With Russia, However this may be, the problem of improving Anglo 
Porsian telations is a ifMicolt one, and it must be faced; for by no means all the 
upper clases are intervsted in keeping us out, and their goodwill is worth 
altivating, ‘The problem ix social as tuuch as’ political and economic. “As a 
esult of the prolonged bayeott under Reza Pablevi the Persians simply do not 
Know what we are like, . They have the most extraordinary ideas about us, derived 
partly from old auimosities and partly, no doubt, from German whispering cam. 
paige and radio propaganda. One way to supplant Germany in the hearts of 
the Persians to aow soe signe of boginning to win the war.” Another i to go 
‘nhout among them aud let then fine out for themselves that we are more likeable 
find burnan, more genuinely appreciative of their virtues, culture, and. achieve 
fhents, nore "amare" and up to date (for Persian society js as snobbish as that 
‘af any other country in the world) than the Germans who have flattered and 
played ap to them for years, 


Rusao-Persian Relations, 


At the beginning of the period under review the Soviet Consulate-General 
had toon shoal for four seake, After the Orcupatton, apart trom the ‘rads 
Agent and a few underlings, the authorities with whom we and the local Govern. 
ment had to deal were the commandant of the garrison and the political 
Commissar, Relations were cordial, but the official position was difficult in many 
Ways. Matters improved when General M.A. Maximofl, formerly of the Soviet 
Legation at Kabul, was appointed Consul-General early in January. This 
courteous, cultured, anid frieudly official and his staff have done much to soften 
the blow of the Occupation to local amour propre. Russia's stock has also risen 
thanks to the admirable discipline of the troops, the honesty and forbearance 
of their olfcers, aud the efforts of the Soviet Government to provide bread and 
Cirouses for the Meshed public in the shape-of several hundred tons of flour from 
‘Transeaspin and varions excellent films, concert parties, and variety shows 
Gradually, opinion in Khorasan is veering round in favour of the Russians. and 
weas their allies gain thereby. Elsewhere, in Birjand, Mekran, and Zabul, the 
old dislike and fear of Russia are as strong as ever. 
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Anglo-Russian Relations: 


As stated above intercourse was at first difficult owing to the fact that all 
communications hud to be addressed to military officers who were alteady fully 
preoccupied with other matters. But with the re-opening of the Consulate 
General and the arrival of General Maximoff and his competent stafl, relations at 
‘once improved and have remained excellent, both socially and’ politically. Even 
ihe disappointment of the Russians at the’ paucity of the supplies which I 
cached them by this route has been conveyed with the politest of hints 

‘urity matters there has been fruitful co-operation between the two Consulates 
General 
©. P. SERINE, Consul-Generul 


July 21, 1942, 





E 5579/14/34) No. 33. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received September 9.) 


Tehran. September 20, 19 
ME Minister broadcast on evening 16th September, on anniversary of 


ven cucourage! 
o his efforts in disciplining the army, Go 

heen able to-establish security, Hix Majesty had indeed hco 

of the Government 

After reallirming his t pomible to assure welfare 
of the Persian people in present difficult circumstances Prime Minister 
continued that Persian public conld not know in detail what ral interests of 
cgantey worn, and interference by them only confused opinion and hindered 
‘administration, 

He asked for public support and confidence in Government's policy, whieh 
was based solely on interest. He denied that the Government were 
tainted with "foreigner worship.” 

‘As long as he was in power bribery and corruption would be severely 
punished. "A special Inepectorate had been sot up inde his personal supervision 
to punish auch crimes 

Government intended to reform Government's Departiiints, and Ate 
advisors wore to he employed to assist, Methods of busines would he 
quicker and simpler, and young men would be given trial 

He adumbrated plan of public works, including. irrigation, roads and 
railways. As regards food supplies, ho could assure his countrymen he would 
foil. He hoped the Government's measures would secure full quantity of grain. 
Severe anti-hoarding meastiros would be enforved speedily and ofiectively under 
his personal supervision. Prime Minister cancluded with appeal for tational 
unity. 





(B 8621/35, 


Sie R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Received September 22.) 
(No 904 F.) 
Tehran, September 14, 1942. 
HAVE the honour to. report. that the Persian Customs. Administration 
have recently published the annual trade statistics for the financial year 1320, 
which corresponds to the period from the 21st March, 1941, to the 20th March 
1942, This publication is in Persian, The French edition is expected to be 
published soon and copies will be sent to you ax soon as they are available. 
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2 Persia's total foreign trade during this period amo 
2,659,634,719 rials in value, divided op as is shown i lowing table 


Imports— Rials. 
Commercial imports 99,988 
Tmports exempt from payment of customs 

duties 241,604 


Total 


Exports: 
Comimercial exports 511,910. 
Oil products of the Angiodranian Oil 
Company 1,011,336,566 
Fishery products of the Caspian Fishery 
‘Company 062,144 


Total 1,536,900, 


Transit trail 
Goods that have passed through incon 
formity with tranait regulations or have 
Ince returned to the countey of origin 
Goods that have not passed in transit 
‘conformity with the regulations. ai 
have beet! retuned. to’ the country ol 
origin or re-exported aunty 518.952 
Goods tranihipped in Pers 8807.021 


8. ‘The Tebran newspapers remark with satisfaction that in spite of the 
diflealt. period covgred by the statintice—it Includes eveata liable Us interrupt 
Zi asthe Anglo-Rumtan ocsipallon. after’ which masy 


y. 
imnport from Axis to Allied 90 f supply—Persian 
forvign trade hs not suffered he effects of the war. 
t e position of baving considerable 
stocks of certain goods of which a shortage might have beea expected because of 
heather hand. ther is. no more than v aemblance of price contro 


he opportunity which Persian traders have eujoyed until quite recently 
ing to place orders (and consequently open credits) abroad and of 
obtaining shipping space for other than eesential goods, has had its favourable 
‘effect on the exchange situation, couuterveting in wome degree the heavy expendi 
re of the British military authorities and the United: Kingdom Commercial 
‘orporation in this country. 
the other honda system ol import cootrol bused on that of t 
East Supply Centre has now been imposed by the Persian Government 
remains to be seen whether Persian trade circles will adjust themselves easily 
to the new conditions. under which they will no longer be able to deal in, the more 
profitable superfluitios, but will nevertheless 
{i essential commexlities and articles. The go 
measured by the coumquent xaving of shipping space 
Copies of this despatch are being sent to the Department’ of Overseas 
nd to the Secretary to the Government of India in the External Affairs 


Thave, &e 
RW. BULLARD. 
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(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries, 


BE 4081/19/34) No, 35. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received July 8) 


(No. 200. Secret.) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majest 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and bas the hononr to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 25, the 17th-28rd June, compiled 

by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, June 28, 1942. 


Knolosure in No. 35, 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 25 for the Period 
June Y7-28, 1949. 
(Secret) 
Persian Affairs 


Keonomie 


At 1.800 rials per 
‘as the distance fro 
October only Subsequently to that the price ts reduced by 100 vial per ton 
fer month until March 1948 when i ie atailined at Tebra at 1.20 ral per 
The price of barley has beet fixed at three-quarters of the price of wheat 
2 There have been excellent crops in the Rumian Zone. in Northern 
Ktioman, Gilan, Mazanderan and Averbaijan. Normally these areas have a 
iderble surplus available for export to less-favoured parts of Persia, but 
werto the Soviet authorities have shown no indication of any intention to allow 
removal of any ¢ ible quantities of grain or fodder, Tt in generally 
in their zone contented and fed. retention 
y parpore ax for the ‘They do, 
in fact, import from Russia all their fodder requirements. 


Political. 


3. The publication of the Anglo-Soviet Treaty has boon received well, but 
without great enthusiasin, in Persia, It may have done something to allay the 
fears that, if the Allies win the war, Persian Azerbaijan will be incorporated 
in the Soviet Ui 

4. A list and brief description of political partion inr Tehran is attached 
as an Appendix to this § 

5, The Shah professes to be im 
troops revently sent 10 Rezaieh. The General and militai 
have reported that the troops are practically interned in the towi an ) 
are allowed to train only in areas indicated hy the Soviet Military Commander. 
‘Their arrival had, it is claimed, restored some of the lost prestige of the Persian 
Government and had raised hopes in the nou-Kurdish population that security 
would be established. But the invidious position in which they were placed by 
the Russian authorities had, in the opinion of the Shah, reduced the prestige of 
the Government to less than it was before. 


{ ppointment»—Ciril. 
6—{i) Abdul Majid Abi (MLA.7) (FO. 5), now Minister for Justice, to be 
Persian Ambassador in Moscow. 
(i) Mohamed Said (MLA-252) (F.0. 182), lately Persian Ambassador in 
Moscow, to be Minister for Foreign Affairs 
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Interval Security, 
baijan 
7. In Western Azerbaijan, in the area Shahpur (Dilman)-Rezaieb, there 
ic still a lack of security. Pensants are afraid to go afield to harvest their crops 
The military posts that had been established by the Soviet authorities in villages 
to give confidence to the inhabitants have, according to reports of th 
General, been withdrawn. ‘The Persian troops are confined to the town of Rezaich 
(see paragraph 3 above). The Persian Government is now asking the Soviet 
authorities to agree to the posting of mixed detachments for the protection of 
villages. They fear that small detachments of Persian troops alone would be 
‘overwhelmed by the Kurds and believe that the association with them of even a 
few Russians would deter the Kurds from attacking 


Bakhtiari 

&. There are reports of unrest in Bakhtiari, but there does not as yet seem 
to be much foundation for them, 
Kermunahah Province 


9, ‘There has been fighting between tbe Babajani and Guan tribes in the 
Shichabad district. Tt appears to be purely an inter-tribal squabble. 

10. The Khalkhani tribe is also, said. to be restless after the 
Sub-Governor of Gilan (West) near Shahabad 


Kerman. 

11, Tusecurity is also reported f Abbas road and x 
convoy of UIK.C.C, lorries was rece by bandits 
Mushive and Gulf Ports 


12, The operations in Dash are progressing favourably, Most ofthe rebel 
leadere have sntmitted, thoogh AI Ismail is still at lange: 


Persian Forces 


The Soviet military authorities have fnvited a mimion of Persian officers 
to visit Russia. This miwaion is to be headed by Sartip Ansari, lately Director of 
the Third Nureau of the General Staff, a very good choice 


A ppointmente—Mititary 
14—{i) Sarhang Amidi to be Chief of Staff of the tst (Tehran) Division. 
F lushiri to be Avistant Director of the Ollicers’ School 
decided not to send a military mission to Persia 
rersian army, ‘This is much to be regretted, nx 
nam there hope of stantial Improvement 
jon of corruption aud of pro-AXis sentiments 


Russian Interests 


16, A Russian geological mission under ( 


kolnik is reported by 
the Persian press to be working in the vicinity 


Chinese Interests 


17, Mr Li Tésing, Chinese Minister 1m Persia, has arrived in Terran, 


Tragi Interests 


18, ‘The Irqi Minister-Designate to Afghanistan, Seyyid Jamil Alravi 
has passed through Tehran on his Way to Kabul. 
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Appendix 


THE following is a list of the principal political parties in Tebran — 


Nome of Party 


Newspapers Aime 





Adalat (Justice) 


Mill (Natiowal) 


Maina Parastan (Pa 
(rlote) 


Trandctoyan 


| Atal tassan Totehaj 


Suleiman Iskandari Siaast Social efor, with vague 
Comenunist iendencien, 


Support of Teipartite 


Dasisi Mehei-tean ly Liberal 
alta Babrssny (Dabir job-eceking 
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E 4124/19/98 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Biden —(Receieed July 10) 
(No. 21) = 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 26, the 24th-30th June, 1942 
compiled by the military attaché to this legnt 


Tehran, June 90, 19 


Enclosure in No. 36, 


Military Attachd's Intelligence Summary No, 26 for the Period 
June 24-30, 1049 
(Becret,) te 


Persian A flaire. 


Keonomie. (See Summary No. 25/42, parograph 1.) 


THE, Persian Government is becoming more and sore anxious lest th 
wheat policy should be a failuro, ‘The current belief that there in a shortage 
encourages hoarding, partly as an insarance, and partly for sales on the black 
tnarket, where the rate is double the Governinent rate, ‘They also realire that the 
widespread corruption among their subordinate officials handicaps any honest 
efforts, The alternatives open to the Persia 
whent: which would necessitate either eubsidisivg bread, which they say they 
‘annok offord to do, o¢ raising t J. thos arousing a popular elame 
which they ha IGoreraraeat's tare 
solution i that 
should be forced to dingorge their ntocks by economic necomity than by 

npulsion by Government 

"2. In ordor that clow touch may be maintained with the position re 
the country’s wheat supplies so that estimates can be made of the further 
Cconomic assistance required in accordance with the terma of the treaty, His 
Majonty’s Legation has attached officers to the consulates in such numbers as 
have been considered advisable ose of ansinting in the collection of 
the greatest posible quantity of wheat from the districts. These officers will 
have no executive authority, nor will they interfere in any way with the working 
of arrangements made by nice. Oiicers of that. Ministry 
however, will give them ny re regarding the 
Asses f wheat "These officers will tour Freel 
fand make any investigations as they may think necownry, and will 
Collecting depots, Should any avoidance of delivery ar other malpractices come 
to their hotice, they will, after such investigations as they may think ft to make, 
apart the matter to the British Legation for the information of the Ministry of 
Finance. 

Jn an endeavour to provent hoarding and smuggled export to neigh 
bouritig countries, cigarettes in Tehran have been rationed at the rate of 24 per 
head por day 


Currency, 


Foverument, having devided to mint additional coins, has 
States for the purchase of the necessary: silver. "The 
wernment is said to have sanctioned the sale, payment for which will 

ibe made in dollars 


Foreign Bxchange. 


5. Owing to the removal by the Persian Government of restrictions on the 
purchase of foreign exehange, the black market in Basra, on which a rate of 
14 rials to the pound sterling was ruling, has ceased to function. Dollars are 
still being bought in this market 


A ppointmente—Cicil. (See Summary No. 25/42. paragraph 6 (i).) 

6—{i) Abdul Majid Ahi has uot yet accepted the post of Persian 
Ambassador in Mascow even though his agrément has been obtained from the 
Rassian Government, ‘The Prime Minister is said to be embarrassed by his 
refusal 

(ii) Rakwud-Din Ashtiani, of the Protocol Department of the Ministry for 
Foreign Afiairs, to be consul-general ad interim in. Pal He is to be 
succeeded by Ahmad Qudimi Navai, second secretary of the smbassy in 
Ankara 


Consus Figures—Christian. 
7. The following census fizures of Chrintians in the larger towns have been 
supplied by an official of the Ministry of the Interior to the 
this legation, They are not guaranteed as accurate 
Other ion 
Amayrians, Chaldesna Chriatiae. Chiratians, 
Tehran 388 27 9,541 
Meshed 26 


Ardebil 

Kermanstiah 

Kerman 

Homoadan, 124 


Census Figures 
5. According t whi ea 
than the recent official coums of certain large towns, the population of Yea and 
surroundings to a cadius of 6 kilom., is as follows 
49.366 
6.700 
3.500 


Aw Youd onstrians, their total 
is surprisingly ermal 


Persian Army. 
Appointments—Military, 

9. Sartip Abul Haman Purzand to the General Ofcer Commanding, 
rd Division, Azerbaijan. 

10. ‘The Persian Ministry of War has decided to clow the secondary 
military schools in the provinces Pupils now under instruction will be able to 
pursue their audios at the Military College in Tebra 


General Greely. 


ap. kis ppointnen ax ‘adviser to the 


Intendant-General’s Department of the Persian Ministry of War. He originally 
came to Persia as head of an American Military Mission to Russia which, for 
Various reasons, did not proceed. Tt members hive now dispersed. 


Internal Security, 


Azerbaijan. (See Summury No. 25/42, paragtaph 7.) 

12. The situation generally temains unchanged. No fresh eases of looting 
by Kurds on a large scale are reported, but the villagers are still afraid to go far 
alield h the exception of five small detachments, the Persian forces are still 
Confined to Rezaieb by the Russians The Persian Government is p 
Russians to allow the posting of mixed detachments of Russian a 
{roope up toa {otal of twenty £6 protect villages in the affected areas 


Fare 
18. ‘The Boir Ahmadi are still raiding and are a euuse of unrest and anxiety 
in both Fars and Isfahan provinces. They haye a disturbing eflect on 


24501) x2 



























































32 


Bakhtiari and Qushgai and other Kubgilu tribes. It is fully realised by the 
Persian authorities that they must be dealt with by force, (See Summary 
No. 24/42; paragraph 14) 


Bokheiari. 
14. Nadir Qoli Bakhtiari has surrendered and is now in Isfahan, (See 
Summary No, 21/42, paragraph 13.) 


British Interests 
Traneport. 

‘The U.K.C.C. is taking over, with effect from the 8th July, the work of 
tho East Persia Auxiliary Transport Service in earrying supplies for Russia 
from Zahedan to M "They are putting 150 lorries on the road at once and 
fare prepared (o increase theit transport if required 

16... ‘The General Officer Commanding, Tenth Army, arrived by air in Tehran 
on the 28rd June, On the 24th June, accompanied by the military attaché, he 

to Tabrin at the invitation of General Melnik, commanding, Russian forces 
in North-West Porsia, He travelled to Tabriz and back in a Russian plane. The 
‘genoral oilicer commanding returned to Tehran on the 27th June 


Communications 
7 1 past fortnight there has heen more interference with British 

military te Tites in tho Kermanshab area. Some of the acts, such as 
ing a short-circuit by binding a loop round two military wires, are clearly 

sabotage. Thore have, in addition, heen ordinary thefts of wire by villagers. 


Cerchoslocak Interests 

18. General Sergei Ingrs, Minister of National Defonce, accompanied by 

Liewtonant-Colovel Kalla, military attaché in London, arrived by ait in Tehran 
on the 24th Junie. ‘They have proceeded to Russia 


Russian Interests, 
19, Two parties of entomologists are leaving shortly for locust. research 
work in the south and weat. Their router are ax follows 
First party Isfahan-Bushiro-Bandar Abbas-Kerman and Zabedan, 
Second party: Isfahan-Bushire-Ahwaz-Trano=raqi frontier 
‘They are working in collaboration with the British Imperial Tostitute of 
iomology. 
Greek Interests 
‘The Greck Chargé d‘Affaires has received instructions from his Govern: 
ment to call up for military service all Greck nationals of the 1914-21 classes 
‘who ate fit for military service. He has been instructed to seek the assistance of 
the Porsian Government in rounding-up any objectors. His task is rendered 
more difficult by the absence of Greek representation in. Persia in the past and 
the consequent lack of complete registers of his national. He has also beeo 
instructed to ask the Persian Government to register as njecta all the 
Dodecanese in Persia, who up till naw have beon Ttalian subjects 


Polish Lntere 


21. About 1803 women refugees have been enlisted into the ATS. and + 
Jango number of refuges buys ns": Boy Soldiers 
‘The location. as on the 2th June in Persia was as follows 
Mititary— Pableri.. Tehran, 
‘Men 337 73 
(Rear party) 
Women 198 1,600 


Tn hospital in Tehran (all classes): 200 approximately 


Tehran, June 0, 1942 





[E 4355/19/94) No, 37. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—{Received July 2%) 
(No. 219.) 

HIS Majesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of military attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 27, the 
ist-7th July, 1942. 


Tehran, July 7, 1942. 


Gecret) Enclosure in No, 37, 


Military Attachis Inteligence Summary No. 3 for the Period 
Luly 1-7, V2. 


Persian Affairs, 
Political, 
DISCONTENT. with the prosent Cabinet ip i 
con 0 
a pla profiteering, 
The supporters of Sa (Pecwmalition: M.A, 286, 
F.0, 206) are being more active in-endeavouring to increase thelr nuinbers, 
Sayyid Zineddin has now informed bis brother in'Tebran that ho ia willing to 
return to Persin when the opportunity’ is considered favourable. He would Wa 
to be assured of the approval of the Shah and of the British and Soviet rep 
sentatives 


Pubtic Opinion 


2 Public opinion hax been much wffected hy the defeats of the British 
army in Libya, and particularly in military circles the Prime Minister's stato. 
‘ment that the VITIth Army had generally superiorit hers has increased 
the prestige of Rommel and the German army. On the other hand, it hax also 
roned respect for Iiritish frankness. 


Potice Regulations, 


3% Reference Summary No. 17/42, paragraph 2 ‘The police have now issued 
4 furtber proclamation announcing the laws under which action will bo taken 
against persons accused of pro-Axis activities 


A ppointments—Cieil. 


4.—(i) Seyed Mehdi Farrukh (MLA. 85, F.0, 66), lately Governor-General 
of Kerman, to be Minister of the Interior 

(ii) Abdul Hussein Sadiqi Nejad to be Director-General in the Ministry of 
Education. 

(iii) Colonel Shaker Tabatabai (M.A. 287) to be Gover 


Persian Forces 
Army. 
_ 5 The Bill for the amendment of the Conscription Law (see! Summary 
No. 24/42, paragraph 10) is now before the Majlis. ‘The principle of conscription, 
bas heen generally approved by Deputies, Criticism has been directed against 
the corruption of offers applying the law and against the period of service, 


‘as regards conscripts with dependants 

6. The Minister for War, during the debate on the Bill for the amendment 
of the Conscription Law, stated that the annual intake of recruits could not in 
resent circumstances exceed 45,000 
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7. The divisions and brigades of the army will be numbered and located as 
follows when the new organisation is complete 


Division Brigates 
lat (Tehran) 


n (Untended foe Hest) 


aed Bae Tera 
Ove Indopoaitent Caley 
Brig Tebeun 
‘nd (Toran) wh Tenran 
oun Tebreo, 
nt (Anarbai Wh (Dival. 1.9), 
(ih, (Kurdistan and Karwanshah) 1h 
Mth 
van 
Sth (Jourintan and Khuzestan) wt (Diva. HQ), 
Abwoe 
th (are) Shirve (Divnl. H.Q). 
Kaxeeun, 
(Kerman ‘and Forsion Kerman (Divnl 1.) 
Daluehistan} 1 Kivwaah 
Wirjan (11.0. Zabul. 
‘ith (bioraasan} Meshed (Divn HQ). 
Bajeurd 
Turbat Sam 


ie (Isfahan Iatahan (Div HQ) 


A ppointmente—Military, 

B—(i) Sarbang Mansur Muzaini, from Director of 4th Hureau, General 
Stafl, to be Second-in-Command of 6th (Fars) Division, 

(ii) Sartip Seyyid Mahmoud Mirjalali, from command of the Indepeadent 
Mechanised Brigade, vo be Commander of $th (Khorasan) Division. 

Sargurd Mohamed Musbiri to be Chief of Stall of the Khazestan 

Brigade, 

(Gy) Sartip Abul Hassan Purzand's appointment to command 3rd (Azer: 
aijan) Division (see Summary No. 26/42, paragraph 9) has been cancelled, ax 
he 1s unacceptable to the Russians 


Air Force 
9. The units of the Persian air force hitherto located at the Qaleh Morgeh 

aerodrome are now obliged to find accommodation elsewhere a the nerodroine haw 
been taken over by the Russian air force (we paragraph 11 below). The 
Tat Regiment of the Persian air force, consisting of 

20 Hawker Hinds, 

14 Tiger Moths, 

14 Hawker Furies, 


a total of forty-eight aieraf, hae teen transferred to Isfahan. The move bax 
been completed 


Internal Security 


10. There is little to report: @ certain amow robbery and 
looting of flocks in Fars and Yazd; apprehensions of further Kurdish pillaging 
in Western Azerbaijan; no further developments in Southern Kurdistan and 
Bakhtiari. 

Britich Interests. 
An agreement has been come to between the Royal Air Force and the 
Soviet authorities regarding the use of aerodromes in Tehran, The Russians ai 
to have administrative control of the Qaleh Morgeh aerodrome, the British. 
conjunction with the Persians, of the aerodromes at Doshan Tappeh and Mehra: 
bad. All nerodromes may be used by both parties 


3 


Russian Interests 


wloveky, reported to be an expert on tropical diseases, 
fectured recently at the Tehran University and was subsequently elected an 
honorary member of the Persian Acadenny 

13. The prestige of the Russ Y now stands relatively high in Persian 
opinion. ‘This is due partly to their military achievements, notably to the defence 
of Schastopol, which has commanded Persian military admiration, and partly 
to the generally admirable behaviour of their troops. Better relationa are notice 
able between Persian and Russian officers 


Ceechoslovak Interests 
14. The Persian Government bas recognised the Government of Czecho: 
slovakia. The Czechoslovak Legation was formally opened on the 24th June by 
General Ingr (see Summary No, 28/42, prragraph 18), with Dr, Bachtile aw 
chargé d’aflaires. 
Polish Interests, 

General Sikorski hos telegraphed to General Anders to the effect 
the Soviet Government has agreed to the evacuation of all Polish troops fram 
Russia, The Polish authorities in ‘Tehran eatimate that the numbers will 
‘amount to 50,000-70,000, They’ are likely to be accompanied by a large number 
of families 

Foreign Officiants 


16. A list of foreign consuls in Persia ia attached ax an Appondix.(') 


Tehran, July 7, 1042. 
(1) ot printed 





E 4360/19/34) 0. 8 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Rden—(Reevivrd July 2.) 
(No. 229.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents hie compliments to” Hix Majes 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith « copy of Intelligence Summary No. 28, the 8th-14th July, compiled by 
the military atiaché to this legatio 


Tehran, July 14, 190 


Enclose in No, 3 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No, 28 for the Period July 8-14, 1982, 
(Seeret.) - 

Persian Affairs 
Political. 

THE position of the Cabinet grows more shiky and the resignation of th 
Prime Minister is commonly believed to be imminent. Criticism and disconte 
are more openly expressed and are concentrated chiefly on. the " 
failure to inspire confidence that hy are capable of enaFing the eountry's wheat 
supplies. In the Majlis there is opposition chiefly from the Adalat, party (see 
Appendix to Summary No. 25/43), who are annoyed because they have not 
secured representation in the Cabinet. ‘The two local candidates. for the 
Bpremieraip, Tadayy F.0, 207) and Qawam-es-Sultaneh (MLA, 205; 


rumours that certain generals are plotting a. coup d’Btat 
which will establish a military dictatorship with the Shah as a. figurehead, 
These ramours are probably not without foundation, but there is litle indication 
that plans are very far advanced or that the Shah knows of, or could be persuaded 
to agree to, such a project. He has, however, made remarks that indivate a 
treakening faith in the virtaes of democracy and the liberty of the subject. He 
Continues to asoviate himself closely with the army, regards himself not ouly 
as its constitutional head, but also as in fact its commander-in-chief, and is 
inclined to sympathise with the generals, who desire to reduce to the minimum 
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control over the army by Government and Parliament, The record of Parliament 
and Cabinets since the abolition of the dictatorship is sulficient justification for 
4 modification of the = Few generals have any faith in 
Persian politicians 

3. The Government is, indeed, being very ineffective. Tt has ax yet made 
no use of the full powers given to it by the Majlis to deal with the collection and 
distribution of foodstuffs. Although pro-Axis and anti-Ally propaganda is very 
active, it has in no ease taken action except under pressure from His Majesty's 
Legation. ‘The proclamation issued (see Summary No, 27/42, paragraph 8) sem 
to have been just eyewash for the Allies, as the Anti-Hoarding Law seems to have 
been eyewash for the people. 


Economic. 
4. Tho position of the wheat supplies in the country is still obscure. Not 
oven an approximate estimate has been made of what is available. It is, however, 
clear that wheat will not voluntarily be surrendered at the prices now being 
offered by Government. Some pressure is being brought on the Government to 
free the price of wheat 
5, Some weeks ago in Isfahan an experiment was tried whereby the bakers 
Were permitted to purchase half their requirements of flour in the black market 
The other half being allotted from the Gave 
60 per cent. in the pr ‘at the same time sapy 
ful, More recently in S for flour has been freed 
‘of Government control. There iso the previons shortage has given way to an 
abundance of bread, though the price hax nearly doubled 
6, Thoro ix uch public anxiety regarding the food supplice of the country 
which is being aggravated by all those hostile to the Allies aud the Government 
The Allios are acoured of exporting large quantities of food-atufls without 
ation of the needs of the Persian people. Fad riots have occarred in 
‘whore Russian troops had to intervene to restore order. Over 1007 arrests 
parted to have been made. Riots may break out in other tow 
will easily be turned into anti-Ally demonstrations 


Pro-Aaxia Propagand 

7, .Geran. agents and eympathiners are very active. The situation in 
Faypt, and in Husa gives them imple opportunity fo rousiay anxiety tall 
thom who ha anyway wappred Dien Chore in natarlly m rabdotence 
to take action that is openly anti-German, 


{ ppointmente—Cia 
8 Muhammad Agha Diwanbogi (M.A. 79; F.0, 64) to be Ustandar of 
Khusistan, 


Kurdistan 

9, The Persian Government showed some resentment at the migration from 

o Persin of sonie families of the Jaf tribe. This migration used to occur 
larly and with little restriction before the days of Reza Shab. He for a time 
ared (0 prevent it, but in latier years had allowed it subject to certai 
had to'be left at the frontier and a grazing tax paid. Thi 
‘oar, in tho absence of any effective Persian Administration, the Jaf crossed the 
Tesutier ‘without permission, and with their arms. The, Persian. Goverament 
addreased a note to the Traqi Government threatening reprisals against the Jaf, 
hut it is unlikely that they will take any punitive action against the Jaf as lous, 
aus the latter behave, 

10, Hama Rashid still remains near the Iraqi frontier. Iraqi Government 
pressure, if any bas been applied, hax as yet failed to induce him to withdraw 
Into Traq. 

Khorassan, 

TI. Baluch raiders held up three Kast Persia autsiliary transport lorries 
some 50 miles south of Meshed. Two of these lorries managed to escape, even 
though one of the drivers was severely wounded, The third lorry failed to excape 
andthe driver wis stripped and robbed of alle ad: All ‘the drivers were 

indians. 


General, 


12, Main roads are moderately safe. ‘There are no serious disturbances, but 
many minor robberies. 


Internal Seourity 





aT 


British Interests 
13. His Majesty's Minister returned to Tehran ftom the United Kingdom 


on the 13th July, 
American Interests 


14, Itis reported in the press that the American Government has presented 
to the Persian Government the name of an adviser for the reorganisation of the 
Crechoslovak Interests 

ral Ingr (see Summary No. 26/42, paragraph 18) has returned 
from Russia and will leave for Cairo and Loudon on the 15th July 
Polish Interests. 


His Excellency M. J. Karsze-Siedlewski, Polish Minister in Tehran 
istan), is leaving shortly 
at. The present 


Tehran, July 14, 1942. 





(E 4526/19/94) No. st 
Sir R Bullard to Mr, Biden —(Reesived July 31.) 
(No, 235.) 

HIS Majesty's repre resents his complinents to Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of § fairs, and has the honour to ti 
herewith « copy of Lntellig y No, 20, the 16th-Biat duly, © 
by the military attaché to thie legation, 


Tehran, July 21, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, #0, 


Military A ttachd's Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Period duly 15-21, W948. 


Persian Affaire, 
Politieat 
tor ik said to have improved his own positio 
to.and criticixm of and its 
us. The Prime Mi ‘yo 
(ALA. 285. F.0. 207) to join the Cabinet as Minister of Justice in place af ANi 
ANA. 7, F.0, 5), who his bee appointed ambassador to Moscow (see Summar 
No, 25/42, paragraph 6 (1)). He refuses, however, to give up his portfolio. Nor 
ta Tadagyrn yet agreed to acept ie: new candidate for the premiership 
has appeared in Bayt (M.A. 65, £0. 50), the Vice-President af the Majlis, but 
as the law stands, ho Deputy can fecome a Cabinet Minister until three months 
have elapsed since his resignation from Parliament 
2 "TU is not yet clear whether { ie Minister, Soboily, will be forced 
to resign or whetler he will attempt t6 gain a reprieve by changing members of 
his Cabitiet 


Economic. 
3 Anxiety about the wheat situation is increasing and the Government, is 
inclined to panic. ‘They appealed to His Majesty's Legation for an import of 
000 tons of wheat per month for three monthis to tide them over the crisis 
created largely hy their own vacillation, They have been promised 5,000 tons, 
fs the situation appeared to be critical. But they have been warned that they 
will get no more. That, however, does not greatly impress the Government, who 
contin to tell the people that they are confident that the Allies will implement 
their promises to give such economic help as is required 
‘4. As an indication of the weakness of the Government may be cited the 
shortage of wheat in Ahwaz for daily consumption. The Khuzestan wheat crop 
js already harvested and the Government stores should be filling up, but a ring 
of would:be profiteers, headed by the Deputy for Ahwaz, are holding up supplies 
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pressure is brought on the Government to free the price of wheat from He addressed them in the presence of the Soviet Consul, reminded them of their 


Government control. ‘The Government app be unwilling to apply the duty and exhorted them t bjects. The Soviet Consul also advised then 
Anti-Hoarding Law, although there is here a c ® for doing a. ‘There has to do nothing ta disturb the peace 

ws yotibows bor pcoescalion tier: if daw 13. Contideace has WC yet been fully. Yestored in Western “Azeybaija 
There are still refugees fn the towns in the villages, but they ace gradually 


Attitude towarite the War. 
going back. 


5. The belief grows that the Germans will reach the Caucasus aud Persia, 
the result being a reluctance to be openly identifed with a pro-Ally policy, still 
less with ti-Axis policy. The tone of the press, however, remains. on the 14. The U:K.C.C, has sow taken over the operation of motor transport on 
whole, satisfactory. In spite of the experience of otber countries, many Persians the road Zahidan-Meshed, and the Kast Persian Auxiliary ‘Transport Service 

fear a German occupat to be ready to welcome it has been dissolved 

istration and anxiety f plies incline some people Polish Interests 
re . the. ree K er, the new Polieh Minister in Tehran, has presentes 
All, Persia becoming a battle-ground. It is hoped that hostilities rainy ae at ere Doles aie la teres. hak semana he 
would be confined to Western Persia, and it is not itnpossible that in the minds TG. Tha Polish cleltina vohseess noe in Teests are {o\be tvncdiated 'Raet 
‘of some Persist erala, and possibly the Shab, plans are Atriee en eine are ext wa 

ng for the eventual establishinent of a Government in Isfahan or further + 

Hast that would come to terms with the Germans. T) ver, as yet little 
more than surmise to sipport this theo 17. Census figures of the more important towns of e given ax an 
sppetsasbes Ciel appendix: to this Siminary 


O-=(i) Zaineul- Abedin Qian to bo Fa Tehran, July 2, 1942 

i Nesrullah Mustashirt to be armandar of Kermanshah and Dyputy 
Goveritor-Generat of the Suh Ustan 

(i) Ami Hikmat tobe Dini. Appendix. 

nistry of Health, Population of Thirty pee Persian T: 6, Ceneus of which har been taken. 

iv} Naseallah  Saifpue Fatini,, Head of | Sbini ” Midas peste mickcrrie Sf ; 
Farmandar of Shirag, 

Nork—The’ officials quoted wader () and (i) nbovo are exchanging 

sppointmenta 


British Interests 


Census Figures, 


Official Government Figures as at July 10, 1942 





Number of 
Male. Female Total. Families 
Pee ee 9,988 
f, Nasie, and bis brother Khosrow have not yet made 2035 RON SAOORT 18.2 
N 1on.829 10891 AMSA OG 
W476 S900 «7OATL 
presence with Ardabil ’ 3170644406 
him of (wo oF more Germans. He is reported to be appreh an attack Isfabas 100003 204,508 
by Government troops, but the goneral officer commanding ix also appre Hamadan SAT 108874 
uch an attack. His brothee Khosrow is with part of the tribe Shiraz 59016 
Sumirum (Degree sheet H-30.D-W.5408), in Kerman 4107 
n Brigade, Both sides. appear to Kerman 24,304 
Yeu! M124 60,006 
Pahlovi 18030 Su 
Reeaht 02 121,625 
Hol M ation. has for some Ardiston 3,025 
time been reported as the aim of German agents. Abdullah Boirahmadi appears Demavand 5083 
to be trying to got himself recognised as their chief hy the several sections of the Kazvin 2 14355151 
Boir Afimadi, who rarely manage to avoid quarreling with each other for long. Gulpaigan 1408 20,844 
8, Although the only tribo in Fars in active rebellion to the Govertiment x Qum x 52,367 
the Boir Ahmadi, the situation is not satisfactory, ‘The Persian Government Quchan 2 21088 
has not yet dared to attempt to impose its authority over the Qusbqat and Fizurkoh ‘SM 
Kuhgalw’tribos, and in large parts of Fars there is no Persian administration, Na 6,700 
These Lrites have never been friendly to Great Britain and they are a potential aveh, 15,365 
danger, Whicl: ix, however, not likely to develop seriounly unless the military ‘Aligudare B59 
situation deteriorates imsiderably. Bajnurd 
Bahtiari Maballat 
10, ‘The Minister for War hns recently visited Isfahan and reports that he 


considers that the situation in Bakhtiari is satisfactory. Chiefs of the Ch 
Tang find come in to Tefahat to assure him of their loyalty to Government 


Internal Security. 


















































bet Zarand Kerman 
11, Hama Rashid has sent his son to General Arta, commanding Persian Serre 

troops in Kurdistan Sultanabad 

Gunbad-i-Kabus 


aoe ie 5. Shahrad 


12. ‘The press reports that on the 11th July 100 Kurdish chiefs of Western 
Azerbaijan liad accepted the invitation of the Governor-General to visit: hina. 


















































60 
[E 4604/19/98) No. 40, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Rden—(Received August .) 
(No, 246) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his complimonts to His Majesty's 
wwipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, and has the honoar to transmit 
herewith 8 copy of Intelligence Summary No. 30 for the period from the 
to the 25th July, 1942, compiled by the military att this leyation. 


Tehran, July 2, 1942, 


Enclosure in No, 40. 
(Searet,) 
Military Attaché’ Intelligence Summary No, 80 for the period 
Tuly BL to 2, 194 


Persian Affairs 
Politica. 

THE. situation is deteriorating. The Prime Minister has little authority 
cor prestige left; there are dissensions in the Cabinet; Ahi, the Minister of 
Justice, 18 in open revolt and refuses to vacate his wat; Tadayyun is reluctant 
to accept office. ‘The peoplo are excited by intrigue and propaganda, by rumours 
of coup @'Btat and hew dictatorships, and anxious about food sapplica.. ‘The 

jovernment in too unstable to reach any decision, still leas to put it into effect, 


Keon, 
2, No offective\steps have:yet heen taken to secure the wtieat supply’ of 
the:towns. The Government considers, perhaps rightly, that to raise the price 
tobe pald by Government forthe wheat tat proprietors do bound to sik would te 
to maton nt would merely rel a coreg rin the Hak market 
Moreover, the Government maintains that it cannot afford to subsid bread to 
the extent that would be required if the price of whe ined. On the other 
d, the Government has not the courage to use the full powers given to it by 
the Majlis and to force propriators to tre up tbat wheat nor weold bey od 
muich support in the Majli strong. Measures, 
Thgenten priatalamsttie: turelioandiae tine 
Th the, soudle created by inefficiency, vested. sutereeta greed, and 
cowardice, the food situation for the poor man is likely to become critical. The 
creation of a Ministry of Food hax discumed, but a horde of additional 
officials i likely only to make riatters worse: ‘The appointment of a Food: Board, 
which might include representatives of the Allies, i now under conmideration, 
4. The Miniatsy of Finance. peblishee the following information, 


Notes issvedl to the 16th July 
Notes in circulation on the 16th uly if 
Value of gold and silver cover 67,034 556,005 


Communications 
9. ‘The Ministry of Posts and ‘Telegraphs is buying some of the Rearw 
machines belonging to the Tehran Aero Club for the purpow of establishing 
postal air services on the lines— 
‘Tehran-Shirazs 
‘Tehran-Meshed ; 
‘Tehran-Tabrix: 


Appointment—Civil 
hdul Azim Ahmadi, to be Farmandar of Tabie. 
(ii) Mohamed Ali Oveisi, to be Under-Secretary of State for Commerce 
(4) aair Fahim, tobe Persian Coneal at Darien 
iv) Amir Assad is reported to have resigned his appointment as Governor 
of Mahabad. P sis hari 


(¥) Mansur Rahmani, to be Farmandar of Bam. 


a 


Persiam Army 


7, There is much secret intrigue in the army.at present. Senior olficers 
are suspicions of each other; some fear pro-German plots, others: feat 
coups Etat. Those who are not pro-German are beginning to worry about the 
fate that would befall them if the Germans were to reach to Persia 


A ppointments—Military, 
8. Sarwan Seyyid Ali Khan, Amir Sadri, to be Military Governor of the 
Khamseh trites 


Internat Security. 


The prevailing lack of coufidenc i, atl of reper fu, the nen 
which is generally regarded as 1 British puppet, combined with a growing belie 
thatthe a will each Persin and ansiety reading food Suppical of which 
provide excellent material for anti-Ally propaganda, are having « disturbing 
Effect on the country. Riots have occurred in Nahavend and Tuisarkhan and are 
Tikely to occur in other places as demonstrations against the high prices and 
scarcity of fondstulle ‘The Allies, particularly the British, are Dlamed; where 
there is misery feeling is easily arovsed against the British and against t 
corrupt Government which they are popularly supposed to. support, T 
atmosphere generally is favourable for attempts against British interests 


Fors 
10. Uncontirined repo 

a landing ground ‘rus 

tnade to clear up these reports and thaw of ube presence with him of some 

formats. ‘The approaches to Firwzabad are reported to be woll guarded hy 


1 Qushgai tribes, who for a time were moderately well-behaved, are 
showing an increasing tendency to plunder crops and berda, This may indicate 
‘a growing confidence that they can do s0 with impunity. 


Other Tribal Areas. 
12 There aro no new developments in Bakhtiari or Kurdist 

reports that in Lurestan the chiof® are forming an anti-Governmont. or anti 

British combination. 


British Interests 
9. ‘The Persian Government shows increasing reluctance Lo take action even 


against well-known pro-Axis propagandiste or suspected agents. ‘The recent 
Arrest of certain Germans, who were in hiding, owed little to the action of the 


Persian anthoritios, many, if not most, of whom are now engaged in protecting 
rather than exposing friends of Germany 


Russian Interests 


chran do, not conceal their opinion of the gravity of the 
Russia, but claim that they have grounds for confidence that they 
decisive stewess: hefore 
‘appear 
m after the signing of the Anglo-Soviet Treaty 
to meat that a second front would be opened this year, 

15, The Soviet Consul at Rezaich has toured the villages in the area 
Rezaich-Vsbnu, has addreswed both villagers and Kurds, reassuring the former 
and expressing to the latter Soviet disapproval of Inwlessness. His Majesty's 
Consul in Azerbaijan reports that co-operation between Russians and Persians 
in the Rezaieh area now appears to be good. 


Tehran, July 28, 1942. 
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(E 4985/19/38) No. 4 


Sir Ry Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received August 24) 
(No. 257.) 

HIS Majesty's representative’ presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and bas the honour to transmit 
horewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 31, 20th July-4th August, compiled 
by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, August 4, 1982 


Bnctowre in No, 41 
(Searet,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 3\ for the Period July 2% to 
August 4, 1942, 


Persian Affairs 
Politiout 
THE Government resigned on the 30th July, On the 2nd Auguat the Majlis 
n favour of the premiership being offered to Qavam es Sultaneh, who 
received fifty-five votes; Soheily, 1 ime Minister, being next yeith 
twenty-seven votes 
2 Ahmad Qivam, Quvam es Sultauch (Persia, FO. 213, M.A, 295), was a 
very well-known Tigure’ in P ral life until twenty years ago when 
he rine to power of Rezn 
Of exile. ‘He haa held many portfol dminiatrative experience 
ax. governor-genceal, - Ho bad enerys force of, character, cleverness and 
guile. Tt romaina to be ween how twenty years of absence from politienl life have 
affected his charucter. His selection ix & disappointment to the amall class of 
hone young, Persians anions for reform. “To then he represents the old school 
rupt politician drawn from the land-owning classes, Incongeuously enough, 
hin candidature was dircreetly supported by the Soviet Embassy. He had many 
enemies and will inevitably make many more if be yeuninely attempts to solve 
the problems before hin 
3. The new Government will find « formidable task in fi 
predecewor did little to solve the pproble 
takes the drastic ntepn that are essential, the 
hostility of the landowners (to which class the sew Prime Minister belongs) ans 
of the number of merchants now hoping to profiteer in grain and other food 
stuffs, If it fails it may be faced with riots that will have to be suppressed by 
Force. Necessary menattres to ecomomise and (0 make the beat use of the country’s 
transport resontves will also bring it much unpopularity, while a policy of blat 
co-operation with the Allies in stich matters ax the surrender to' Brit 
‘of prominent persons suspected of Germanophil senti 
of ARP. measures would in the present. atmoxphere 
nd of the Allies make its a very precarious in the 
hese difficulties an army determined to reatrict 
iamentary control. and having at least the 
paraive sympathy 
4. The ontgoing Prime Minister. in a speech to the Majlis in which he 
announced his resignation, claimed that during the four aud a half months of 
his tenuate of office order had. been restored: throughout the country: recent riota 
wore due to intrigues and. not to nattiral causes. Every effort had been made to 
cnicourage spring sowings with unpresedentedly successful results, His Govern. 
ment was not to blame for the short showings of the autumn. ‘There were no 
grounds for anxiety about food supplies. question of exchange had been 
settled with the British authorities to the advantage of Persia. Goes re 
had been maintained with the Allies on the basis af the Tripartite Treaty. 
a real collaboration had been achieved with America. 4 
5, ‘There have been food riots at Burujird and Gulpaigan, resulting in 
damage to Government property and injury to the rioters. There. are grounds 
for ispecting that these riots are instigated by parties hostile to the Government 
See also Summary No, 28/49, paragraph 6, 





63 


6, The trial of Colonel Mukhtari, the hiead of the police in the later y 
of Reza Shah's reign. is arousing much interest in Tehran. He. with 
associates, is charged with a loug list of crimes, including the murder af Modarris, 
Prince Nusrat ed Dowleh, Sheikh Kazal and other prominent Persians who had 
incurred the dislike or distrust of Reza Shab, The present Shah is, natural 
considerably interested in the proceedings as it ix well known that Mukhi 
acted on the orders of his father 

7. The Minister of Finance recently laid before the Majlis a Bill for the 
abolition of the 3 per cent. tax that is now imposed on all produce entering towns 
and the substitution of the land tax that was previously in foree..In theory, the 
measure is sound. but in practice the land tax led to many abuses, was expensive 
to collect and uncollectable in areas where Government authority was weak, 
happened in the past in tribal areas, and as is the case to-day in some areas. ‘The 
Bilin ng was to be expested, meeting with opposition from the landowner. 

5) No progress hus ben made in the matter of the collection of wheat for 
the feeding of the towns, Rather the landowners and honrders have strengthened 
their position ris-d-ri¢ the local authorities, whose natural inclination to ¢ 
nothing bas probably teen strengthened by financial inducomente from the 

terested parties. whine object tn firatly to persuade the local officials to agree 
that they have no surplus wheat, and secondly to accra the abolition of price 
restriction s0 that they may sell their surplus stocks at high prices on a carefully 
managed market 

9. In the course of a speech to the Majlis the late Prime Minister said that 
from the beginning of the financial year to the 22nd July revenue had been 
864 million rials and expenditure 874 million rials 


Appointments—Cirit 


10. Abdullah Ad} Isfandiari, to bo Farmandar and Assistant Ustandar of 
Infahan Province, 


Persion Army. 


11. ‘The Shah's military Cabinet hax been abolished, ‘This Cabinet, which 
Was instituted by Reza Shah, was in reality a body af officers whose duty 1 was to 
and units and to make reports direct to the Shab, Tt wax, in 
intelligence organisa: nding officers. Its last chief 
Flashkar Ahmad Nakehe Ts existence wan 
resented by tho Cl 
12, The Chief of the General Staff has gradually eliminated from among 
thone oifhoers who favoured « foreign mission for the reorganisation 
has substituted officers of pronounced nationalistic tendencies 
‘They are relatively honest and efficient and there is no reason to nssiine that ax 
a boxy they are pro.German. They are probably guided mainly by consideration 
for the intorests of Persia, ax seen by them, and particularly of the Petaian army 
18, General Greely of the United States ariny, 
Geporal's Department of the Persian, War Office, has’y io America by air 
accompanied by his assistant, Colonel Gillespie. IL is understood from General 
Greely that he imtends to report to Washington that he considers that America 
would be justified in sending x Military Mission to Persia, and to represent the 
Persian army's deficiencies in transport and other equipment 


Internal Security, 


14. ‘There is little to report; some Nold-ups on thé Shiraz-Kazarun road, 
food riots at Burojird; vo change in the Qushgai, Boir Abwadi or Ku 
situations, 


Dashti. 


15. The town of Daiyyer, Ali fsmail’s stronghold, hax been occupied by 
Persian forces. Ali Ismail has taken to the hills. See Sunimary No. 25/49, 
paragraph 12 


Azerbaijan 


16. A statewient in the press by the General Staff is to the eflect that order 
has now been completely restored. in the Rezaich area: villagers have returned 
to their homes; the Soviet anthorities are co-operating fully-with the Persian, 






























































ot 


Polish Interests 


17. Information has beet received from Russian wnd Polish sources that the 
further evacuation of Poles is to begin shortly 7th Polish 
Division are due to arrive at Pahlevi on the to be followed by 
approximately equal numbers daily for from twenty to thirty days up to a to 
about 44,000. The Russians estimate that the Inst party will leave Krasnovodsk 
on the 25th August, It is likely that women and children to the number of 20,000 
will accompany these parties. Whether in view of the situation in Rossia rail 
andl sea transport will be available to carry out this programme seems doubtful. 

18, General Wolikowski, Polish Military Attaché in Russia, has arrived 
in Tehran from Kuibyshev, He is not returnit 


American Interests 


hax been engaged to direct the Department 
nin the Ministey of Industry and’ Mines 


Tehran, August 4, 42, 





(B 4901/19/38) No 42, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bilen—(Receleed August 24.) 

(No, 208) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hix Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transunit, 

horewith w copy of Tutelligence Summary No, 82 the Sth-1ith August, 1942 
‘compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, August V1, 1942, 


Enclosure in Nu. 42. 
(Seoret,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No 82 for the Period 
August BML, 142 


Persian Aijairs 
Political 
‘THE. new Cabinet hax bwen introduced to Parliament as follows 
Prime Minister: Qayam-e-Sultaneh (205, 213), 
Ministers without Portfolio: Sadiq Sadiq’ (Mustashar-ed-Dowleh) 
(248, 170). -Ebrabim Hakimi (Hakimol-Malk) (106, 81), 
Finance” Offered to Tagizadeh (204, 210). Minister in London, who 
has wat yot replied. Meanwhile, the Prime Minister holds this 
ortfolio, 
Foreign Affairs: Muhammad Said (252, 182), 
*Waye and Communications lab Azudi (—, 39. 
sation > Dr. Ali Akbar 
Mines. and Comme I Hussein Hajhir (104, 80), 
Bagher Kazimi (142, 105) 
mats antl Telographs: Hamid Sayyah (187, 258), 
ice = Ali, Reza Qaraguzlu (Baha-ul-Mulk) (225, 166). 
Publi¢ Health: Ismail Marzuban (Amiu-ul-Mulk). 
War: Not yet appointed, 
Nove. — 
The first number refers to Military Attaché’s the second to Foreign 
Office, Personalities 
‘Those marked * held the same posts in the last Cabinet. 
Dr. Sissi and Ismail Marzban are newcomers to sinisterial posts 
Personality notes are given in Appendix A. 
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2. The Prime Minister summed up his address to the Majlis outlining his 
programme as follows: 


(a) In foreign policy. to give full consideration to the interests of Persia, to 
execute treaties and agreements in force, and, in particalar, to 
co-operate closely with those conntries whose interests were closely 
linked with those of Persia, 

(2) To improve and maintain security 

(6) To ensure supplies of food and drugs for the whole population. 


Other points stressed by the Prime Minister during his address were :— 


The Government would not fail to persist in demanding the delivery of 
the full quota of food supplies the Allies had promised. 

1t was the intention to set up a Ministry of Food. 

‘The rights and liberty of the individual would be respected 


& The delay in the appointment of the Minister for War may be duc to 
disagreement between the Shah and the Prime Minister as to whether the 
siominee should be a civilian or a silitary officer. ‘The Prime 
strongly to favour th r. 

Minister for War, 
soldier or civilian, 
army direct to the € 
beest some confusion as to the spheres of responsibility of the Ministry for Wat 
al Stall. The position has been tending to revert to that existing in 
time, the prosent Shab isuing orde et to the Chief of the 
1 Staff without reference to the Ministry for War, even on matters for 
which the Miniter is answerable to the Majlin. This has created dissatisfaction 
in the Majlis and anxiety Jest the army should again becono the inatrumant of 
hab. It i believed that it is the present Prime Ministor’s 
to endeavour to establish Cabinet control over the army and that, ho 
red takinye the portfolio hinnself 
ng rumours have b he past. week, which seem to 
teen circulated by that a disturbance amounting, 


ding to rumour, almort to rebellion, was to be created by Assyrians 
Armenians and the lowor clases. ‘These were xaid to have been armed and 
encouraged by. the Russians. Military patrols in Tehran were doubled and other 
Precnutions taken. It is not clear whether the source of these rumours was Axis 


‘constitutional govern is devotion to its principles, At the 
same time bo reminded hix lintenors that constitutional government imposed a 
heavy responsibility on the individual. 


Economic. 


6. It is proposed to set up a transport board, on which there would be 
Persian, British, snd American representatives, for the purpose of controling 
‘and developing Persian civil transport, particularly as regards the rationing and 
distribution of tyres and petrol and the use of motor transport for purposes not 
essential to the economy of the country. 

7. The Anti Hoarding Department has presaimed that owners of tyros 
must declare all their stocks within. ten days. Any undeclared tyres or tubes 
discovered after that date would lead to prosecution of the owner. Only persons 
approved by the Tyre Distribution Department may hold tyres, All other stocks 
must be surrendered, 

8. The note issne up to the 0th July was-2,400 million rials, and notes in 
cireulation amounted, to 2,059,739,960 rials. 


A ppointments—Cicil, 


9.—(i) Masud Vadad to be Farmandar of Reraieh, 
Gi). Mir Ali Zahir Humayun, the Farmandar of Bushire, has died. 


(24801) Y 
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Internal Security. 
Kurdistan, 
10. The Persian Government proposes to make Amir Assad, untit recently 
jovernor of the Saqqiz~Bareh area. A new ( 
to be appoio N is to be paid for n 
in the Baneb area 


Bakhtiari 

1, Mr. Harris, Vice-Consul, Isfahan, accompanied by Dr. Griffiths, of the 

CALS. Mission, and . was travelling from Isfahan 

to Dorud (DS. (DS. 96, Sq. P2493) the party 

0 have turned aside to see a crashed Soviet aeroplane which disappeared 

hs ago on a flight from Basra to Tehran with nine passengers and was 

ported to be lying onthe slopes of the Ushturnan Kuh (DS. 9G, 

Information given by a servant who was with the party is that 

visiting the ruins of the machine, the party was ambushed on or about the 

ind August by tribesmen, Mr. Harris and De. Grifiths killed, and that the 

som of the latior had disappeared.. ‘The tribesmen concerned are reported to be 

Of the Hiwudi section af Lars, The district is a notoriously dangerous one and 
is outside the limits of Bakhtiari proper 


Anerbaijan. 

12. The press publishes a despatch from the Officer Commanding 
Persian garvisen at Heznieh, which states that there is now complete calm tn the 
dintrict and requests landowners to return to their villages 


Polish Interests 


13, ‘Tho first batch of Poles to be evacuated from Russia, which wax due at 
Pabilevi on the Oth August (we Summary No, 81/42, paragraph 17), did not 
‘arrive, atid is now said to be due on the 11th August 

14. General Anders, Commanding Polith Forcos in Russia, is expected to 
arrive in Tebran by air from Yangi Youli on the 10th or 11th August 


Appendix: A. 
1. Dr, Ali Akbar 
Born 1893, Educated in France 1911, and stayed! in France till the outbreak 
of the 1914 war. Took a course in pedagogy, Hmplayed as Deagoman and 
Persian Secretary at the French Legation from about 1017 to April 1941. At the 
rane tine he wad Thatructor in Psychology nnd Law atthe University of Tebran; 
Tater Profesor. Went to Europe in 1997 and took a further course in France, 
obtaining a doctorate in philosophy. Married the daughter of the late Bayat, 
‘and 40 nequired wealth. One of the founders of the French-sponsored ** Young 
Porsian Club” in 1921. An intelligent man with a perfect command of French 
his outlook is more French than Persian in some respects. Always polite and 
agreeable to talk to, 


2 Dr, Lemait Marsuban (A min-ul-M uth) 

Boen about 1875 at Resht, Studied medicine in France, and bas practised 
as wn cculist in Tehran for about. the last forty years. Has had several 
‘exeusions into polities, having heen Minister of Posts’and ‘Telegraphs whenever 
his fellow-citizeo, the late Sipahdar, was in power. President of the Tran Clob 
after Jam, a post which he still holds Universally liked and respected as an 
honest old gentleman, Owns a little property in Resht. bot is not rich, and still 
practised up to his present appointment as Minister of Public Health (August 
1042). Nephew is Dr. Hussein Marzaban, now Governor-General at Rezaieh. 
One son, Manuchir, ie now in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs Has been x 
member of the" Taraqqi ” party for some years, but has sever done mach active 
political work. Unlilly to do much, either right or wrong. Benevolent. and 
agreeable manner. Speaks French. 


Tehran, August 11, 1942. 
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(E 5060/19/38) No. 43. 


Sir R: Bullard to Mr. Kden—{Receiced August 2 
peo (Received August 27.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 33, the 12th-18th August, compiled 
by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, August 18, 1942, 


Enclosure in No. 43. 
(Becret.) 
Military A ttaché’s Intelligence Summary No, 38 for the Period August 12-18, 
1a 


Persian A fairs 
Political 

THE name of Ahmad Adi, Minister of Agriculture, nadvertently 
omitted from the list of Cabinet Ministers given in paragraph 1 of last 
summary. He held the same portfolio in the last Cabinet. 

2. ‘The programme of the new Government was approved hy the Majlis 
by 109 votes out of 116. The Cabinet has as yet given no indication of the 
quality of its performance 

3. Tt is now confirmed that the delay in appointing the Minister for War 
is due to disagreement between the Shah and the Prime Minister regarding the 
degree of a Id be exercised by the Minister for 
War. TI ral Stall, wishes to 

to the Chief of the 


ish complete Cabinet control of the 
army, through the Minister for War, who, he argues, should be a. civilian, #0 
that questions of military seniority should not arise ax regards the Minister for 
War and the Chief of the General Stafl, ‘The Belgian Military Attaché has, at 
the request of the Shah, drawn up a note explaining the relative constitutional 
positions of the King, the Minister for War and the Chief of the Genoral Stall 
In the army in Belgium. 


Economic. 

4. Estimates of the wheat. supplies available are being made by Persian 
authorities in the provinces. Reports hitherto available: tndicate that, these 
officials haye been persuaded by landowners to state that supplies are little more 
than sufficient for local needs, and that, consequently, there is little surplus 
available for sale to Government at the controlled price, for the feeding of towns 
uch as Tehran, for making up local deficits—as for example in Fars, where 
there is a definite shortage, and for supplying abnormal needs such as large 
concentrations of labourers, who would normally be fed in their own villages 
Apart from the fact that a fairly brisk trade is being carried on in the black 
market, reports by competent observers were to the effect that the harvests in 
certain areas, notably Khuzistan and Kermanshah, were such as to produce an 
appreciable surplus.” His Majesty's Consal-General in Khorassan reports, after 
‘a recent tour in the Ku rajaz area, that harvests there are first class and 
he is optimistic that Khorassan should have a considerable surplus. Tt is evident 
that the greater part of the harvest surplas to the needs of the: tor, and 

bly & good deal of what he should bold for food and seed, has already got 
into the hands of profiteers and is being concealed from Goyerntent with or 
without the connivance of local officials. There is considerable smuggling. into 
Iraq, where the price of wheat is much higher than in Persia. 

3. A separate administration is being formed to control the collection and 
distribution of grain, the distribution of tea, sugar and picce-goods, the employ- 
‘ment of transport and the application of the hoarding laws. The etafl will 

[2ssor] r2 
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found from the existing stalls of other administrations. ‘The administration will 
be independent of all ministries. ‘The Director will apparently not have the status 
of a Cabinet Minister, bat may be summoned to Cabinet meetings. 

6," The press reports that the Government is negotiating the purchase of 
1,500-camels in India. 


Appointments—Cicil 
7.—(i) Amanullah Ardalan (33/27) from Director-General of the Ministry 
of Finance to be Director-General of the newly formed Supply Department (see 
paragraph 8 above. 3 
pert) Loqman Natsi to be Director-General of the Ministry of Finance 
(it) Samhang Katvuzian to te Chief of Police in Khorassan 


Internal. Security, 
Poors, 

8. Robbers from the Qushgai tribes are being increasingly active. U.K.C.C 
lorries, which have for some time niot been interfered with, have recently been 
held up on the Shitaz-Bushire road, and in one case the driver was shot dead. 
So far as is known, the robbers havo contented themselves with stripping drivers 
and carrying off only xmall portable articles, 


Bakhtiari 
9, Furthor reports confiri in general the details given in Summary No. 32, 
parageaph Li of the murder of Mir Harris and Dr_ Griffiths.” No trace has yet 
Poet found of Dr, Griffiths’ won. ‘The Hiwadi (or Hivedl) trite, who are accused 
if the assailants, are a sub-section of the Hajivand, a tribe of Bakhtiari 

but now said to be no longer included in Bakhtiari 


American A fairs 


10, ‘The following American advisers bave been nominated by the United 
Statos Government OF suggested us suitable — 


General Gredly, with Colonel Gillespie waistant, ax Adviser to the 
Intondant- General's Department of the War Of 

Schwarzkopf, former head of the New Jersey State Police, as adviser for the 
Gendarmerie. 

Tisiheman as adviser for the Police 

Davis. formerly « member of the Mikpaugh Mission, as Financial Advicer 

Sheridan as Food and Supply Controller 


In addition, the United States Government has been invited to send an 
eduationel mission, f. . =a 
interested parties have recently been trying to work up opposition to. the 
spotntnt of Ameria advisr, abd drgatory aril ave appeared 
per which iv widely believed to have the financial support of the Shah 
Rnthosiaam for American advisers has rather waned since it has been realised 

that tei appointment will nt bring a lee of Lease-Lend mupplics to Persia 
11 The Americans are unfortunately highly susceptible to opposition and 


‘over irresponsible criticistn, and are inclined to adopt the inconsistent attitade 
that thet advisers abould not come unless Uiey ate going to be universally 
walcomed. It is, of course, inevitable that they should be opposed by the 
Uupholders of thove abuses which the advisers are required to reform. 


Russian Affairs, 


12, His Majesty's Consul.General at Tabriz reports a change in the previous 

lly attitude of local Russian officials, civil and military. The "second 

uently referred to with some sourness; depression and anxiety 

regarding conditions in the Cancasus are evident. Tales are current, emanating, 

it is reported, from Armenian soldiers who have been at the front, of hostility 

between the different races who make up the armies of South Russia, of wholesale 

desertions and of unrest among the peoples of the Caucasus: Tales of this sort 

‘would in any case be spread about by Axis sympathisers, and they may have no 

better foundation than that. In Tebran, Russian officials remain as friendly as 
before, but here, too, depression and anxiety are sometimes noticeable. 





13. Fora time the Soviet officials in Tabriz appeared to be in some doubt 
whether American supplies should continue tobe despatched tothe Cauca, but 
on the 13th August His Majesty's Constl-General at Tabriz reported that his 
American colleague, after a visit to Julfa, had ascertained that supplies were 
being sent north again via Baku to Petrovsk and thence by a new road along the 
Caspian shore to Astrakhan. ‘The completion of this road lacks confirm 
The At sul had formed the impression that the Russians mi 
ossibility of having to withdraw eastwards along the southern 

shore of the Caspian. This possibility has been discussed by American officers for 
some time, 

14° Supplies for Russia vin the Zahidan-Meshod route are now wing 
carried by U.K.C.C. lorries ax far as Kuchan owing to shortage of Russian 


trans 
1h. A. Polish acurce: feconuly arrived from” Kraasorodak feportel_ the 
movement of horsed cavalry from Krasnovodak to Baky, aud a further movement 
of troops is reported fram a South Caspian port in Persia to Baku 
16. M. Smnirnoff, Soviet Ambassador in Tehran, has gone to Moscow on 
leave. 


Polish A fairs. 


17. The evacuation of Poles from Russia has been in progress daring the 
wt, week, | Up. to the 14th. August approximately, 10,000 military and 
400 civilian Poles had arrived in Pablevi, General Anidars hax ot yet arrived 


Tehran, August 18, 1942 


(E 5276/19/38) No. 44. 


Sir R. Bullard ta Mr, Rden—(Received September 7) 
(No, 255.) 

HIS Majesty's. representative npliments. to Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary nd hs the honour to toatanit 
herewith. a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 34, 19th to 26th August, compiled 
by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, Auguet 2, 142 


Knclosure in 'No 44. 
(Seoret,) 


Military Attacks Intelligence Summary No. 3A Jor the period August 19 to 8, 


Political 
CONSEQUENT on Tagizadeh’s having refused the invitation to become 
Minister of Finance, Bagher Kazimi has been transferred from the Ministry of 
the Interior to Finance, and Javad Amiri (F:0.20, M.A. 15) has been appoiiited 
‘The post of Minister for War remains unfiled.. ‘The 
‘take it himself, but hesitates to do #0 whiln doubtfnl 
Tho Shah is reported to suspect that his father's treat 
ment of the Prime Minister may not have disposed the latter to devoted 10 
to the Royal House. Consequently he views with same apprehension « situation 
where Qavam es Sultaneh would control the army. 

2. Some ten days ago, on the demand of His Majesty's Minister, a number 
of Persian subjects suspected of pro-Axis activities were arrested by order of 
the Prime Minister. Owing to the unwillingness of the Persian Government to 
agree to the procedure for their interrogation considered essential by the British 
security authorities, they are still in detention in Tehran, During the past week 
there fas been an almost tmanimous outery by the ‘Tehran press against the 
illegality of detaining in custody persons agains! whant no charge has ben made 
The Allies, of whom Aurica is always mentioned first, are upbraided for their 
abandonment of the principles of democracy, of liberty, and of the sanctity of 
the law. The Dictator, it is said, has gone, but his methods have boen adopted 
by the Allies It is clear that the press has been inspired, and it is probable 
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that the inspiration comes from the Government, and perhaps, also, from the 
enemies of the Government, So much publicity has been given 16 the matter and 
so much public feeling aroused that it will be difficult for the Government to 
yield to British demands and at the same time save its face before the public 
‘and Parliament, It may result in the resignation of some Ministers, if not in 
another Cabinet crisis, 
Economic 

3. The Government has not yet demonstrated any greater determination 
in the collection of wheat than its predecessor. But it is early yet to despair 
The new Department of Supply has been too receatly formed to allow oan 
Appreciation of its strength and zeal, It will need a good measure of both to-clean 
up the corruption prevailing among officials connected with food supplies 

L. The Government has issued a list of supplies classed as essential to the 
life of the country which it is an offence under the Anti-Hoarding Law to corner 
or board. ‘The list. includes cereals. peas and beans, potatoes and onions, tinned 
provisions, oils and fats and their products, sugar, fuel, matches, dried fruits 
‘and nuts, motor vebicles, tyres and tubes, cotton, wool, jute and bemp products, 
cotton and woollen materials, threads and yarus, paper, dyes, drugs, tobacco. 


Curceney Situation 
5, A crisis developed. Inst week when the Persian Government declined to 
accept further deliveries of sterling on the grounds that they were short of rials 
‘They also complained that they had not, as yet, received any benefit from the 
old conversion clause of the Financial Agreement of May 1042. Of the 
100 million rials additional note issue anthorised last March, 400 million rials 
was put into circulation, but the Government did not specifically take up the 
300 million rials credit authorised for internal purchases. The shortage there- 
fore is due to the failure of the Persian Government to take appropriate action, 
Preesar bas tren brought to bear‘on, hem and they have now agreed to release 
4 substantial amount of currency, sufficient to tide over the present difficulties 
Hix Majesty's Government, on their part, are willing to make available a gold 
equivalent of £2 million. 


Attitude towards the War. 
6, ‘The Government, officials and the pablic are much concerned with the 
question of what is tobe done if (most Persians say * whet") the Germans reach 
‘ersia, Will they treat Persia as an enemy by virtue of the Treaty of Alliance 
with the Allies? Should the Government remain in Tehran and make the best 
possible terms with Germany?» What should be the rile of the Persian forces, 
‘committed as they are by the treaty to maintain internal security! ‘The Alliance 
is not popular and the Allies increasingly unpopular. Persians banker for the 
conditions of the last war when, in spite of being invaded by both sides, Persia 
‘was committed to neither. 


Appointments—Ciril 
7.—(i) Abul Qasim Bakhtiari (son of Amir Mufakham), to be Governor of 


(ii) Manushir Assad Bakhtiari (a younger brother of Sardar Assad, a former 
Minister of War, mordered in prison of Reza Shah), to be Governor of 
Chabar Mabal. 

(iii) Dr. Ali Amini (F.0, 14, M.A.20), Under-Secretary of State at the 
Ministry of Finance, to be Under-Secretary of State to the President of the 
Counci 

(iy) Abbas Iskandari, editor of the Siasat, the organ of the Tudeh party, to 
be a director of the Iran Insurance Company. 


‘The last appointment may indicate w desire on the part of the Prime Minist 
to placate the Tudeh party. * erat ait 


Persian Army, 


8. In Summary No. 31/42, paragraph 11, the abolition of the Shah's 
Military Cabinet wis reported. "It has now been announced that Sarlashkar 
Amanullah Jahantani, Minister for War in Sobeily's Cabinet, has been apy 
its chief. ‘The Military Cabinet is still non-existent, and it is supposed that the 
appointment has been’ made solely to provide a livelihood for the honest and 
agreeable ex-Minister. 


mn 


9. There hhas again been some abusive criticism of the army in the press, 
and a number of Deputies have presented to the Majlis a Bill which, if it were 
approved, would reduce the present strength of the army and to a greater di 

the strength of the reserves. Tt has been suggested that the object of this t= to 
reduce the possibility of Persia being drawn into the war. 

10. Brigadier Seifullah Shibap, Commandant of the Military Cadet School 
‘was assassinated by a cadet whotn he had recently expelled from the school with 
4 umber of others. He was one of the best qualified aificers in the Persian army, 
land one of the very few who are genuinely pro-Ally. He was exerting an excellent 
influence inthe cadet schoo, and might in time have produced greatly improved 
type of young officer. He served in the South Persia Rifles 


Appointments—Military. 
11.—(1) Sartip Mahmud Baharmast, to command the Mechanised Brigade, 
(ii) Sarhang Mahmud Ahmad Sartips, to be Second in Command of the 
Mechanised Brigade. 
(iii) Sarhang Babrami, to be Second in Command of the 2od Division 
(iv) Sartip Mir Jalali, from command of the 8th Division to.be attached to 
the General Staff, 


Internal Seourity, 


12. There is little to report. Minor robberies continue in Fars; there is 

ient lawlessness in the Kermanshah area: two minor attacks, probably by 
urs have been made on the railway near Safi Dasht, about 30 miles south of 
Dorod, The Persian M ‘ar xays that the Kurds of Western Azer: 


Russian Affairs. 


13. His Majesty's Consul-General st Tabris reports that General Melnik 
commanding Soviet forces in North-West Persia, returned from a visit to. tho 
Caucasus in confident mood, He scorned any idea of withdrawal trom the 
Caucasos and claimed that the Russian forces there were not only strong enough 
to hold the Germans but also to throw them back. He did, however, adinit some 
disaffection in the civil population in the Cancarus 

14. The United States linison officer with the Polish troops reports consider: 
able movement of anti-tank units from Krasnovodsk to Baku and a flow of 
civilians evacuated from North Caucasia from Baku eastwards. 

15. Two hundred and thirty-four American trucks were recently taken over 
by the Rassians at Tabriz for despatch northwards, 

16. One hundred and twenty-nine tons of jute and 20 tons of gunny were 
recently delivered to the Rassians at Meshed, and 871 tons of jute and 45 tons 
of gunny at Kuckan, all from Nokkundi. ‘The U.K.C.C are now operating 
150 trucks between Zahidan and Kuchan, 


American A ffairs 


17. The Prime Minister and the Under-Secretary of State for War have 
asked the United States Minister whether America would send a military miss 
to reorganise the Persian army, 

Polish Interests. 


General Anders passed through Tehran on his way te Cairo by 
‘The number of Poles landed in. Pahlevi from Russia up to. the 


‘Mth August is 31,131 military and 17,150 civilian. Medical officers report that 
there is worse malnutrition among these Poles than among those of the first 
evacuation. Of the civilian Poles of the first evacuation, 4686 have niow been 
sent from Tebran to Ahwaz for sbipment to East Africa 


Tehran, August 25, 1982 
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(E 5428/19/24) No. 45. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 291.) 
HIS Majesty's representative. presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transi 
with a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 25, 26th August to Ist September. 
1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, September 1, 1942. 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 3 for the Period August 2% to 
‘September 1, V042. 


Persian Affairs 
Political xf 

THE Government has agroed to the demand made by His Majesty's Minister 
(oce Summary No, 34/42, paragraph, 3) that the Persian tubjecte already arrested 
by the Persian authorities on suspicion of being engaged in anti-Ally or pro-Axix 
activities should be handed over for interrogation to the custody of British 
military autboritee at Sultanabad. “Public agitation about thie matter has been 
suppremed 

Pee The Government has issued a proclamation which, while calling on the 
nation to close ita ranks in this time of crisis, gives a plain warning to the pross 
and others that activities likely to interfere with the functioning of the machinery 
Of Government or to lead to disorder will be severely repre Tehran. by the 
‘trict application of martial law. At the same sime the police have distributed 
Toaflets reminding the public of certain articles of the Code of Martial Law 
relating to subversive activities against the Constitution. or the policy of the 
established Government. and particularly to the law which allows of persons 
‘suspected of such activities being detained, even though their guilt has vot been 
proved. 
peers Simultaneous with this proclamation there was a complete cessation of 
the press agitation agaigut the arrest and detention of those suspected! of pro-Ax 
‘activities (woe Summary No, 34/42, paragraph 2). It seems that the Government. 
having realised that this popular clamour was not only unlikely to be effective 
in persuading His Majesty's Minister to withdraw his demand for, their 
stirrender, but which was producing a situation which made their surrender more 
difficult for the Government, decided to find justification in existing laws for the 
detention without trial of the suspects. 

4. It now xcems probable that the Prime Minister will himself accept the 
portfolio of the Ministry for War. Certain regulations have been drawn up to 
Fovern the relations between the Chief of the General Staff and the Minister for 
War, which are likely to be acceptable to both parties, Orders by the Chief of 


the General Staff regarding ongunisation, training operations and pramotions 
ree P 


must be approved and countersigned by the Minister for War before being sub. 
initted to the Shab In the event of disagreement, the matter will be referred to 
the Shah, who will decide whether to over-rale the Chief of the General Staff or 
accept the resignation of the Minister for War. 


Economic 

5. The new Miniter of Finance bas relieved a number of the more 
notoriously dishonest senior efficials of the Finaucs Department of their appoint- 
ments, ‘This haa slightly raised the stock of the new Government. He has als 
issued orders to all heads of Finance Ministry Departments in the provitices that 
the collection of wheat is to have priority over all other work 

6. The Department-General of Food Supply tas authorised the purchase 
of the peasant’s share of the grain crop at the llxial price, balf to he paid it cash 
‘and half in monopoly goods—sugar, tea, piece-goods and cigarettes, which the 
peasant is now unable to obtain except at the exorbitant rates of the black market. 
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7. The time-limit imposed under the Anti-Hoarding” Regulations for the 
declaration of stocks of essential goods (see Summary No, 34/42, paragraph 4) 

red on the 25th August. Investigations are said to be now in progress to 
dinorer undedlared stocks ‘The pres satet thar already concealed tyrey and 
wheat have been found. d 

& The Press Bureau of His Majesty's Legation had a statement published 
in the press to counteract curreat propaganda, which says that there 
quantities of wheat still to be imported in acdordance with the undert 
the Allies. The statement points out that the Allies maade no promise to import 
any specified quantity of wheat and that their liability extends no further than 
the undertakin, of the Tripartite Treaty of Alliance to give to Persia 
such economic assistance as they can, The British had, in fact, since August 
1941 imported 70,000 tons of wheat and the Russians 23,000 tons. Moreover, 
neither British troops nor Polish troops or civilians consumed any 
‘All wheat consuaned by them was imported. Some wheat was being 
British agency for the feeding of Persian labourers employed by th 
roads, railways, &e, The propaganda to the effect that there wore still quay 
‘Of wheat to be imported by the Allies was encouraged by the Goverament in the 
ope that it would induce hoarders to part-with their stocks. 

‘0. The Government has announced its intention of introducing bread 
rationing in Tehran, As a consus of the population has first to be taken, there is 
likely to be some delay 

10.” Further reports have been received from Khorasan of the excelfent 
harvests there, particularly in Turbat ¢ Haidari, Gunabad, Kashmar and Kg 
Undertakings from land-owners in Khorasian for the delivery of grain to Govern 
meut now amount to 13,351 tons of wheat and 3,669 tons of barley 


Transport 
11. His Majesty's Conaul-General in Khorasan gives the following 
estinmie of motor transport resourves in Khorasan 


Registered in Meshed. which in the registration centre for all Eastern 
Tran » 388 care, 405 lorries and buses 

Actually working of roads from Meshed ; 45-65 lorries and buses. 

Laid up owing to lack of tyres, in Meshed or other centres © 00 lorries 
and buses 

Laid tip owing to lack of xpure paris: 100 lorries and buses 

Unrepairable 45 lorries and buses 


No cars are now available for hire in Meshed. 
Lorry freight rates are :~ 
Zahidan to Mosbed ; 900 riala per 630 Ih, 
Meshed to Zahidan : 800 rials per 650 Ib. 


A ppointmente—Cicil 
12. Haji Muhammad Hassan Amir Nazmi Afshar (Nazm Sultaneh) to be 
Farmandar of Rezaich aud Assistant Governor-General of Western Azerbaijan 


Persian Forces. 


13, ‘The much-hated Amnieh is to seek popularity under another nan 
another dress. It will in future be called “* Gendarmerie,"” and the detested blue 
Uniform is to be replaced by grey-green. Meanwhile, in the provinces i shows no 
improvement. It retains oppressive to the weak and cowardly before the strong: 
Tes numbers are being reduced by desertion and lack of recruits to take the place 
lof time-expired men. The rates of pay are insufficient to attract volunteers. 

14. Mr, Schwartzkopf, the American Adviser for the Gendarmorie, hos 
arrived, He has, as yet, no executive authority and will for the time being remain 
in the pay of the American Government. He is a police ollicial, and it is reported 
that he is known in the American police as the " Gang Smashet 


A ppointmente—Military. 
15—(i) Sartip Mustafa Asa, to the Tiispaction Department of Ue General 
Stafl 
(Gi) Sarhang Nasrullah Saif to be head of the Srd Section, TVtt Bureau, 
General Stal. rz 
iii) Sarhang Abul Faz! Amini to be Ist Adjutant of the General Seal 






































(iv) Sarhang Amidi, Chief of Stall of the Ist Divison, to command a brigade 
of 1st Division. 
(v) Sarhang, of Ast Division, 
(v1) Sarhang Ahmad Janpalad to command the Ardebil Mixed Brigade. 
ig Ali Shahid Nurai to be CRA. of 2nd Division, 


Internal Security 
‘zerbaijan, (See Summary No. 34/42, paragraph 12) 
16. His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz hias also had reports of Kurdish 
lawlessness in Western Azerbaijan. The Jalili tribe is said to have resumed 
and in the Mahabad (Sanj Bulagh) district the adherents of the Kurdish 
rnor, Amir Assad (see Summary No. 32/42. paragraph 10), are causing 
anxiety. 


Kurdistan 
17.__It was reported in Summary No. 32/42, paragraph 10, that the Persian 
Government were subsidisiog Hama Rashid to keep order in the Baneb area. In 
order to preserve appearances, Hama Rashid’s brother, Amir Qadir, has been 
appointed Chief of Amnich aid he will draw pay for a theoretical number of 
Kurdish gendarmes who are to supply their own arms. (Deserting Persian 
soldiers supplied these arms to the Kards in the first instance.) It is also reported 
that certain other Begzadehs and their relations have been appointed to certain 
other posts, such as Bakshdar, Director of Customs, Chief of Police, &. Tt is 
improbable that they haye any qualifications for these posts, and it seems that 
this is merely a face-saving method of paying them subsidies to be good. It is 
mely unlikely that the Kurdish geudarmerie or the Kurdish Director of 
toms will interfere, except to facilitate, with the smuggling of Persian wheat 

to Traq, 


Fara 

18, Security deteriorated during August. There were hold-ups of lorries 
on the Bushite-Shiraz road, drivers were robbed, tyres removed in ane case, bat 
the contents of the lorries left untouched. There has been raiding of crops and 
sheep by Qushyai and Boir Ahmadi tribesmen ; small gendarmerie posts have been 
disarmed, and the tribes appear to be treating the Goveeameat forces with some 
contempt. 


Kerman, 

19, His Majesty's Consul reports that action is being taken to improve the 
situation in the JJask area by compelling the sons of the late Mir Barkat to settle 
down near old Jask—possibly with a subsidy or some nominal Government 
appointment—or to pot them under effective restraint. These men are believed 
to have been responsible for much of the recent piracy and slave trafic 


Lsfal 

20. There has been a strike of workers in the woollen factories in Isfahan 
‘These factories are making large quantities of blankets for British troops, but 
the arike seams to haye no political significance, but to have been organised solely 
to socure botter conditions for the workers The strikers have returned to work 


Russian A fairs 
Russian Troops. 

21. A fairly steady withdrawal of troops from Meshed is reported, Over 
2,000 infantry aud 600 cavalry have recently left for Kuchan and presumably 
further north. ‘The Russian garrison at Meshed is now reported wot to 
eseved 1,000. 


Caucasus, 
22 General Anders, of the Polish army. has information from Polish 
sourves that N.K.V.D. units have been moved via the Transcapsian Railway to 
Krasnovodsk, and thence to Baku. In his opinion, these troops are for the 
purpose of suppressing fifth column movements among the people of the Caicanes 
‘and locally enlisted troops. General Anders, like most Poles who have spent some 
time in Russia, usually takes a gloomy view of the military situation in Rusti. 
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23, His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabriz states that reports are locally 
current that an assembly of Georgians, Armenians and Azerbaijanis int 
‘Caucasus voted to resist the Germans to the last man. 

24. Lieutenant-Colonel A. E. Flodstrom, Swedish Military Attaché in 
Kuibyshey, who left that place on the 23th August, states that, in the opinion 
of certain’ foreign military attachés, there were not more than ten Russian 
divisions in the Caucasus. He also reports that the atmosphere in Baku, where 
he spent one night, was calm, that the Soviet plane in which he flew had a fighter 
escort when approaching and leaving Baku, and that German aircraft had been 
over Baku reconnoitring and dropping leaflets. 


Supplies to Russia 
25. During the week ending the 22nd August 195 tons of jute and 26 tons 

of gunny were handed over to the Russiane at Kuchan Owing to the Todus 

floods, supplies are not now arriving at Zahidan, where stocks, h 

cleared. 


ave Bow been 


Polish A fairs. 


General Anders has returned to Tehran after a visit to Cairo, He 
intends to locate his headquarters in Tebran for the time being 
27. Up to the 30th August $9,074 military and 20,416 civilian Poles had 
arrived at Bablevi 


Tehran, September 1, 1942 





5540/19/34) No. 40. 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Received September 18.) 
(No, 301) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hit Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to tranamit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 36, the 2nd-Sth September, 1042, 
compiled by the military attaché to thie legation, 


Tehran, September 8, W042. 


Enclosure in No. 46, 


litary Attaché's Intelligence Summary No.6, for the Period September 2 to 8, 
198. 


Persian Affairs, 
Political 

1. THE Prime Minister has issued a denial of rumours that were being 
energetically circulated in Tehran to the effect that the Allies hind demanded a 
declaration of war by Persia against Germany and the mobilisation of the Persian 
army 

2 The Prime Minister has shown some indications of the'strong hand. He 
has suppressed six or seven newspapers, instructed the chief of police that he is 
no longer to make reports to the Shah, as he has been accustomed to do, has had 
some hoarders and profiteers arrested, succeeded in limiting the independent 
powers of the Chief of the General Staff, and aroused some fear among officials, 
He has surprisingly managed to secure the acceptance by the Cabinet of the 
British demands for the surrender of suspects (see Summary No, 36/42, para 
graph 1) without the resignation of any Ministers. It is regrettable that he is 
still regarded with some suspicion by the Shah (see Summary No. 34/42. para- 
graph 1), and it is the knowledge of that lack of confidence that prevents the Prime 
‘Minister from proposing himself as Minister for War. 












































Economie. 
3, The following extracts from the annual report of the Customs Adminis. 
tration for the year March 1041-March 1942 are published in the press: — 


Riale 
Imports 741,005.6 
Exports (oxcludidig A.O.C. aud Fisheries) 811,910,558 
Estimated export of mineral oils 1,000,000,000 
Fetimated value of Fisheries exports 73,300,000 
Local production of sugar (of refineries) 16 tons 
(85.365 in previous year) 
Local production nf tea 1,295 tons 
previous year) 
Local production of matches 0) Ke 
(1,013,586 in previous year) 


4. ‘The following statement regarding the note cirvulation has been 

published : . 
Rials 

Notes fasted to Natiounl Bank 200,000,000 
Tn hands of publi 218,024,900 
In National Bank 41,075,100 
Porcentage of metallic cover— 

For totes banded to bank 25°80 

For notes in the handls of the public 30-75 


5, Iti estimated that the rial requirements during the moth of Sept 
for British army, UK.C.C,, A10.0, and Polish niceds will amount to, the 
equivalent of £1,700,00. Against this it in estimated that sales of sterling to the 
public will amount to £700,000... Iu addition, uhere will be substantial sales of 
dollars on. American aceouat 


6, The Goveenment hive decided that landowners willing wheat vo Govern 


ment under obligation will receive the price officially fixed for the purchase of 
such wheat in Ebe provincial capital irrespective of the distance from the capital 
[At which the wheat is delivered to Government agents. Hitherto the cost of trans: 
port from the place of delivery to the Government depots has been dediicted from 
the price paid to the seller. 

7. Tt is understood that the Government's policy as regards the price to be 
pa for grain i ely ta be considerably mele ‘The A.1,0,C, have already 
fen authorived to buy grain it Khuzestan on Persian Government account at any 
price that may be necewary to secure the maxizmam amount. ‘This may solve 
the problem in Khuzestan, bot it seems likely 10 draw wheat from other areas 
notably Fars, where there ix already an estimated deficiency of 4,000 tous, and 
Ultimately to aggravate Use, problem of distribution. Instructions are 
be issued freeing the price of wheat oa the western border in the hope that 1 
will put an end to smuggling into Traq, When all the proprietors’ undertaking 
to supply wheat to the Government at the fixed olficial leted it is 
probable that the peice for parchasa by Government of 
will be freed 

Tho. Prime, Minister has sent. a circular to all Gorernors-C 
Governors anid Directors of Finances in the Provinces which stresses the necessity 
for the most energetic measures in the collection of grain, which is to be regarded 
fas the primary task of all, Government intends to use all the powers it possesses 
to secure the grain to which itis entitled. Hoarders will be punished, even. with 
Teath. Persons claiming to be buying on tehalf of the British military autho. 
tities are to be arrested, as the British inilitary authorities are not buying grain 

His Majesty's Consul in Kerman reports that the crop assesswpent for the 
province is now complete and shows an estimated deficit of 3,900 tons before next 
harvest, 

10, Government haa raised the price of sagar by 2-50 rials a kilog. Loaf 
sugar ja now I1-rials and soft sugar 10 rials a kilog., but little is abtamnable at 
that price. : . 

{the Anti-Hoarding Department appears to he showing some activity 

‘and reports that it hing discovered and impounded a quantity of boarded drugs. 
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A ppointments—Cicil. 

12—(i) Hassan’ Vossuq (Vossnged-Douleh) (F.0. 214, M.A. 296) to be 
Persian Ambassador in-Angera. He is now in Switzerland. 

(ii) Muhammad Ali Feroughi (Zuka-ul-Mulk) (E.0. 71, M.A, 88) to bo Persian 
Ambassador in Washington. 

(ii) Nasruilah Saba (Mukbtar-ul-Mulk) to be Director-General of the 
Ministry of Finance, vice Loqman Nafisi 

(iv) Majid Abi (F.0. 5, M.A. 7), Persian Ambassador designate in Russia, 


National Bank, is to be M 
(si) The press reports that the Afehan Governmedt has been asked to agree 
tp the appoiutmant of Sobely (0. 208, MLA. 253) ax Persian Armbanador in 


Persian Forces 


13, The Under-Scoretai State for Wor has stated that the Prin 
Minister has persuaded the Shah to accept, with sone relnetanee, the idea of 
American military mission for the Porsi "The argument said to } 
iteen used was that this was the most effective step the Persian Government could 
take to increase the confidence of the Allies in the Persian army, Another argu 
tment probably used, with both the Shah and the Chief of the Getioral Staff, who 
has hitherto opposed « foreign mission, was that an American mission might 
procure supplies {rom America for the Bersian army 

The Under-Secretary of State for War war inatracted to prepare an estimate 

iticere required, He considers that 4 minimum of three per 
‘At headquarters, is necessary. For the seven divisions now 
ts twenty-five officers, A formal deinand has not yet. been 
‘American Government 
rrmation of the Meshed and. Turbat Brigades of the 
th (Khorassan) Division is proceeding. Rifles and equipment, officers and non 
ces ctmioned eters have feet recently sent from ‘lira, Mea. who, we 
Gischarged, or who discharged themselves, after the Russian invasion are being 
recalled t0 service 

15. . The Persian forces reinain heavily handicapped by theis almost com, 
plete lack of tranport. Operations which are due, ot overdue, but are b 
Hlelnyed for this reason, are the establishment of Government authority in F 
the punishment of the tribe responsible for the murders of Messrs. Harris and 
Gailiths, and measures for the maintenance of security in Khuzestan, Local 
Commanders are telvctant to embark ‘on operations with the knowledge that 
reinforce suniiot reach Uhem in reasonable time, 

Appointment 

16-—4i) Sattip Ghulam Ali Ansari (Om, MLA, 28) to be Commander of 

the Military Cadet School 
) Sartip Mustafa Asa to command the 4th (Kurdistan) Division, ice 
Sartip Ibrahitn Aria 

(ii) Sartip Muharmmad Nakebeyan to be head of the air force, 

fin) Sarhang Assadullah Gulshayan to command the 12th (Kermanshab) 
Brigade. 

(x) Sartip Mabdavi to he attached to the General Staff for the special 
purpos of settling averdne Ministry of War accounts. 


Personality notes on (i), (li) and (ii) above are attached as an appendix, 


Internal Security, 
Khuzestan. 

17. Viewed in relation to possibilities, and having regard to. the many 
important undertakings located in that province, security iti Khuzestan gives some 
dike for anxiety. The problems are many and complicated ; protection of ships, 

rts, railway installations and A.1.0.C. plant against sabotage; protection of 
lange domps of stores against thieving: and general security against possible tribal 
Inuleasner I -would be optimistic to expect the Persian authorities to ensure 
full security in all these matters. At present, although, there is considerable 
teving and some raiding by Arabs in the Dizful-Shushtar area, there is no 
(onsiderable disturbance. The Beni Turuf appear to be prepared to behave 


















































provided the Persian military authorities do not attempt to ke themn in order 
The Persian commander in Khuzestan recently assured them that he was prepared 
to leave the security of their area to a large extent in their own hands. It is whet 
the Kubgaty, particularly the Boir Ahmadi, and Qashgai tribes move down to 
their winter quarters that tribal disturbance is expected. The Persian General 

afl propose to send an extra battalion to Behbehan, but, with their other 
commitments, they are hard put to find this additional battalion. 


Kerman 

18. In addition to the operations in the Jask area reported in Summary 
No, 36/42, paragraph 19, the Kerman Division has also cammenced operations 
against the Buchakehi tribe living in the East Sirjan district, who have recently 
been raiding the Kerman~Bandar Abbas road and elsewhere. This tribe is still 
led by Hussein Khan, who was a great trouble to the South Persia Rifles. It is 
reported, but lacks confirmation, that in the first encounter seventy-five tribesmen 
‘and twenty-five Persian soldiers were killed. 

10. Two columns. from the Kerman Divisign are operating inthe Basjakird 
district (1/million, N.G.40, Bandar Abbas) and along the Biyaban coast for the 
supprestion of outiaws and the collection of arms 


Fare 

20, The situation remains unsatisfactory, although no further serious 
interference with traffic on the main road has been reported. But neither have 
the Government forces shown any energy in the pursuit of raiding bands, ‘The 
garrison at Kamfiruz (1/million, Sheet H. 9) was recently attacked by a band 
Of Qusbgais, It is reported that the attack was driven off. Numerous sensational 
rumours are curront of Qashgai collusion with pro-German elements, abetted, it 
is said, by Persian olfcers, and of the acquisition by the Qushgai of numbers of 
Porvinti army rifles, ‘These rumours are unconfirmed, and, although many of thea 
fare probably being cireulated by interested persons, they cannot at present be 
dinmistod an entirely banclons, Nasir Quabgai ix clearly anxious to avert any 
action against himself by Persian forces, at least until the tribes have reached 
their winter quarters around Firuzabad, when be could hope for more support. 
He has telegraphed to the Prime Minister and the Chief of the General Stafi 
assuring them of his layalty to Government and promixing to come to Tehran in 
forty days. It ix unlikely that he has any such Intention, but in forty days the 
tribes will be around him and the war situation will be clearer. He has also been 
at some pains recently to convey to the British authorities assurances of ix 
friendship, 


Russian Affairs 


21. His Majesty's Consul-Goneral in Mosbed states that the Ressian 
garrison in Meshed now consists of about 1,300 infantry and cavalry and 
nixty-soven aircraft 

22. On the With August fifty lorries arrived in Meshed from Askhabad 
carrying Russian civilians, inchiding women and children. ‘These lorries 
rotuirned to Knchan carrying londs of barley, of which the Rassians have recently 
bought 2.000 tons in Khorasan, 

23. " During the week ending the 20th August 140 tons of jute and 14 tons 
of eur wore delivered to the Rasiane at Kuchsn se 

24. In reply to a request addressed by His Majesty's Legation to the Soviet 
Finhtmy for femiion era reonaiaane to fade there rn 
Rowanduz to the southern end of Lake Urmia, and thence by barge across the 
lake to the railway at Sherif Khaneh, with a view to its being used as an 
alternative route for supplies to Russia, the Soviet Embassy has answered that 
in exinting conditions the flow of supplies to Russia cannot be effected towards 
the north-west, and that consequently the route proposed would not serve the 
required purpose.” Supplies are, however, still being sent to Tabriz, and there 
in as yet no other indication here that it is intended to abandon this route 
In fact, the Soviet View-Consul in Tabriz stated that American supplies were 
now being sent to the Caucasian front. 


Caueasus. 
25. A leading Armenian in toach with Soviet olficers has informed His 

'é Consul-General in Tabriz that his information is that the majority of 
;roops in the Cancasus are from Russia proper, that there are large forces in the 
Cancasus, and that he believes they are experienced troops. On the other hand, 
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the United States Consul-General in Tabriz—not a reliable authority—has 
reported that ail recruits called up in the Cancasus since June have been enlisted 
in units stationed in the Caucasus, that they are unreliable material, and that 
the defection of a Georgian division was responsible for the success of ‘a German 
break-through on the Sta Fron 

26. An officer in the Fighting French Air Force has arrived Tehran on 
his way to Russia. He says that be is to be followed by a mission of fifteen pilots 
and forty mechanics who are to join the Soviet Air Force 


American A ffai 


27, Bills have been laid before the Majlis to authorise the engagement of 
the Americans, Sheridan and Timmerman, as advisers to the Departments of 
Food and Police respectively. The former is to receive 12,500 dollars and the 
Intter 8,000 dollars a year, 

23... Schwarteknpf, mentioned in Sammary No, 35/42, paragraph 14, as 
adviser for the gendarmerie, has the rank of colonel. 


Polish Affairs. 


29, 43,416 military and 25,699 civilinn Poles had arrived in Pablevi by the 
Ast September, It is wiiderstood that thero are to be no more arrivals 


Tehran, 


Appendix, 
1. Sartip Ghulam AW Ansari a 
Aged about 45. Provions staff employ 
Chief of 8rd Bureat of 
x manners Speaks 
[O42 as assistant to 
American adviser to the Intendant-General's Department. 


2 Surtip Mustafa Ava. 
Served in the 8.P.R, where ho was an active; capable and courageons young 
cavalry officer. On its disbandment, joined the gendarmerie, and later the army, 
Was in the operations against Simko, served eight yours in Lurestan and some 
thern Kurdistan. He does not seek the limelight and has the 

ion of avoiding foreign nociety. 


& Sartip Muhammad Nakehrean, 
(Not to bo confused with Military Attaché’s Personalities No. 194, to whom 
he is only a remote contiexion.) 
As Commandant of the Persian Forces in the campaign against the Sarhad 
bes in 1928 he showed considerable military skill, He was consistently helpful 
id friendly to the British officers in thavarea. A protégé of General Ainanullah 
Mirza Jehanbani, late Minister for War, Appointed General Officer Com- 
manding, Khorassan Division, in 1942, but noon, recalled owing to 
disagreement with Ali Mansur, the Governor-General. Since then nominally 
‘employed on the General Staff, 


Tehran, September 8, 1942. 





8615/19/34) No. 47. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receiced September 2.) 
(No. 306.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligency Summary No. 37, 9h-15th September, compiled 
by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, September 15, 1942 









































80 


Enclosure in No: 47. 
(Beoret.) 


Military A ttaché's Intelligence Summary No. 37, for the period. 
September 9-15, 142 


Persinn Affaire 
Politica 

1. Thore are indications thay the Prime Minister is improving his position 
in the country. The atmosphere is certainly calmer, and while in the north 
there is considerable anxiety about the war situation, signs of confidence that 
there is now an experienced hand at the helm are be to be evident. Orders 
by the Prime Minister prohibiting any public breaking of the fast during the 
month of Ramadan have pleased the uneducated classes, who still value the 
olwervanice of religions formalities. The suppression of certain newspapers has 
had a very sobering effect on the remainder, Something also is hoped for from 
the appointment of a body of inspectors to be attached to the Prime Minister's 
ollie, who are to be selected from men of good reputation. They are to investigate 
Complaints made against Ministries, Departments or their stalls, and will have 
the right to visit all admin time to investigate whether work is 
boing carried out in accordance with the orders of Government. 


Medical 

2, ‘Tho Ministry of Hygione has decided that there are too many doctors 
in the eapital and too fow in the provinces. All doctors in Government employ 
will in futare serve for at least two years in the provinces.” Aa establishment 
Of doctors, pharmacists and midwives hax been Inid down for the services of the 
Miniatry of Hygiene in the capital, aud all those in Government employ surplux 
to this cvtablinhment will be transferred to the provinces, This is a very necessary 
moaguro, as the pr racefully neglected in the matter of medical 
services, 


Beowomic. 
$8, All provinces except Khorassan and Azerbaijan make serious reports 
on the wheatatdation. Inthe provinces of Khtgestan and Kermanshah at least 
the seriousness is not duo to lack of wheat but to ite having been to a large extent 
His Majesty's Consul-Genoral in Khornssan estimates. that the 
grain for Government in that provinge will total 27,000 tons of 
‘wheat and 8000 tons of barley. ‘The Soviet Consal-General in Azerbaijan 
catimates that the province should have 35,000 tons of wheat surplus for export 
{othe south, ‘Tho Governor-General considers that this estimate should be 
boalved, 


Transport. 

4. The Government hax agreed to set up a Joint Transport Board, to include 
British, American aud Persian representatives, to control the import and distrib 
tion of motor tyres and spare parts for the use of all Persian-owned motor 
transport other than that controlled by the U-K.C.C Tyres and spare parts 
imported to Persin will now be consigned to and handled by either the U.K.C.C 
or the Joint Transport Board, As a first step, the Government has ordered the 
eregistration and renumbering of all motor transport in the country. 


jon rials sanctioned 
by the Majlis in April (See Summary No. 14/42, paragraph 2) having proved 
insufficient, the Goveroment, under considerable pressure from His Majesty's 
Legation, forced a Bill through the Majlis authorising the further issue of notes 
to the value of 300 million rials 


Appointments—Cieil 

6—(i) Abbas Ferouhar (F.0. 73), to be representative of the Persian Govern- 
ment in Syria and the Lebanon. 

(ii). Assad Bahadur (FO. 34, M.A. 4) to be head of the Protocol Department 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
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Profi) Sultan Ahinad Rad (ALA. 284) to be Governor-General of the Kerman 
ovine. 

(iv) The Portuguese Government has been asked to approve the appointment 
of Jawad Sincki (F'0. 202, M.A. 280) as Persian Minister to Portugal. 


Persian Forces. 


7. The 4th Kermanshah Division is to be renamed the 4th Kurdistan 
Division, and is to consist of two brigades only : the 10th at Senneh and the 
1th at Saqqiz. The 12th Kermanshah Brigade is either to be an independent 
brigade directly under Sipahbod Shabbakhtt, the G.O.C. of the Western Forces, 
or is to be included in the Sth South-Western Division. 

8. The Government has agreed to the exemption from liability for further 
military service of the classes of the Persian years 1284-1290, both inclusive 
The corresponding Christian years are 1905 and 1911. This reduces by n 
theoretienl 100,000-150,000 the potential strength of the reserve. 


A ppointmente—Military. 
9% Sarhang Bayendor, to command the 10th Sennch Brigade. 


Internat Security, 
Azerbaijan 

10. His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz reports further looting by 
a a EPO Cota el rete ih ene 
(se also Summary No. 36/42, paragraph 16). If the report mentioned in 
Paragraph 16 below, to the effect that the Russians have warted he Kus that 
they will themselves take action to suppress disorder, ix true, there should be an 
early improvement io the sitsation 


Lurestan, 


11. The situation in the area bordering the railway south of Dorad is 
disquieting. In addition to the Harris-Grifhths murder, there have been two 
attacks by brigands on small parties of Indian troops patrolling the railway, one 
resulting in the death of two Indian saldiers and the loss of their rifles, A 
further report without details has just been received of an attack by brigands 
on the British hospital area near Dorud. The identity of the brigands han not 
jet teen ceabliaed., ‘The attacke on the railway patrols may havo ben 

dy the desire to acquire arms, but the attack on the hospital area arouses a 

of instigation, 


Fars, 

12. There have been further hold-ups on the road between Bushire and 
Shiraz, including the robbery of an Amertoan alicer. ‘Thi should give Colonel 
Schwartzkopf, the American adviser to the gendarmerie, an added incentive to 
improve the force. No steps have yet been taken to bring Nazir Qushgai to heel 


Dashti, 
13. Ali Ismail of Daiyyir has made nominal submission to the Persian 


Government and is reported to have been given twenty rifles for the maintenance 
of order in his area, 


Khuzestan, 

14. The Persian General Staff are planning somewhat elaborate operations, 
to be based on Behbehan, against the Boir Ahmadi, who, as previously reported, 
do not make even outwan! pretence of recognising ‘the authority of the Persian 
Government. I is too early ye tobe sure that operations on the scale projected 
will ever take place. 


Russinn Affairs, 

15. Reinforcements of about 2,000 troops reached Meshed from Semnan 
and Askhatad. The Russian garrison at Meshed is now estimated to be about 
8,000, exclusive of air force. 

[24801] 6 
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16. ‘The Soviet authorities have recently shown a delicate consideration for 
Persian susceptibilities. Anything savouring of interference in Persia's intertal 
affairs is in the capital officially tabooed. They have even written polite notes 
to the Persian War Office asking for permission to use certain installations of 
which they had already some time previously taken possession. ‘They recently 
summoned Kurdish leaders to Ushnu and, according to the reports of Kurds who 
‘were present, warned them against creating disorder and threatened to take their 
‘Own measures to suppress it. ‘This may indicate increased confidence in the 
situation on the Turkish frontier as much as a desire to help the Persian Govern 
fnent. Although they still keep Persian troops practically interned in Rezaich, 
thay have allowed. the Persian authorities to aport xtra. rifles to, Westers 
‘Azorbaijan for the purpose of arming an additional force of 400 gendarmes, 
‘who are to be rectuited for the prevention of smuggling. 


Caucasus 
17, Newspapers. from  Erivan report the trials of persons guilty of 
preparing to help the enemy 


Afghan Affairs 


18. ‘The Afghan General, Abdul Ahad) Khan, recently passed through 
‘Tehran on his way to Angora, allegedly for medical treatmen 


German Affairs 


19. On the 9th September, at about 1490 hours local time, a German 
aoroplane dropped: leailets on Pablevi. The pamphlets wero in Azorbaijant 
‘Turkish and appear to have been intended for the Caucasian people, who were 
promised early deliverance and were asked to give no aasistance to the nearly 
defeated Russian armies. Some commotion was caused in the area. Some local 
inhabitants ahowed plessure; some contractors working for British authorities 
in connexion with the Polish evacuation demanded immediate payment of their 
money, but there waa little sign of panic. ‘The incident has received no publicity 
in the Persian press, A report from Russian sources says that the aircraft wax 
forced down near Tiflis on ite homeward flight 


Tehran, September 15, IAL 
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CHAPTER II. 
(E 8923/204/93) No. 48. 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden-—(Receieed Jul 

(No. 670) Pentopaperaep 
(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, June 90, 1942, 
sanaly telegram No. 656 and my despatch No, 193, eal Samet percent 

2 On 20th June I asked the Minister of the Interior to see-me: in order to 
discuss the present situation. I warned his Excellency that it would be wise to 
be prepared for the worse news from Egypt-and to take all precautions in. Traq 
from now on. I advised him in the frst place to examine the list of hit 
Pierinotal officials, including Commandant and “Avsistant-Commandant of 
Police and to rid himself of any wham he did not trust 

3. The Minister replied that action on these lines had already occurred 
to him and he would proceed as suggested ; certain changes would have 10 be 
made. He was mote worried about big cities than about provincial districts, 
and I think that he is right. He bad changed police officers und constables in 
Bagdad and there were very few now who had been bere in May 1941. Tho 
Minister felt that Baydad police were now strong, and, in addition to thai, he 
had a mobile fore of 2.000 men available There was naturally great. deal 
of pessimistic talk and pro-Axis groups were exploiting it. There were, how 
fer no gos at preent of any Impending trouble Groare hark, nererlons 
teu isue for [group omitted js to be strengthened atu! for the police £0 be ot 
the alert, especially in Jewish quarters, 

4. The Minister of the Interior expressed his wish to proceed at once 
with internments (see my telegram No. 477). He had discussed this with th 
Regent and it would be taken up with the Prime Minister immediatly 
latter's return on 2nd July. He felt it > to.await the Prime Mf 
as he was anxious to detain some of the ‘" big men,” but, was not certain that 
Nuri Pasha would agree to all he had in mind. I urged his Excollenoy to watch 
the situation. very closely and, if, there were any signs of trouble, to take 
immediate action. If the Prime Minister had not returned. be must be recalled 
The Minister agreed. He anticipated making the arresta by the night of 3rd duly 
A he et ids fale 

‘As regards powible futare developments the Minister, in reply to a 
«penton from ime expreaed the opinion that if th 

wy would be able to keep the country quiet until actual invasion began; after 
Bhat he could oot say. Tk would naturally depend a great deal on the seyth 
of the British foroes, If the latter could not hold the Germans it was hardly 
reasonable to expect that Iraqis would be able to do so, He thought that the 
Iraqi army was all right for the moment but he had no faith fui 
qualities if it came to actual war (this confirms exactly the opinion. which 
have previously expressed). On this subject the Minister considered the Prime 
Minister was over-optimistic. ‘The former went on to say that. the Cabinet, was 
fat present strong and united, but his Excellency foresaw that when it came 
to interning certain prominent persons he might find it difficult to, avoid 
“offending” some of his colleagues. However, he was not unduly pessimistic 
‘on this score. 

6. In general, 1 found the “Minister fll of energy and_apparently 
determined to get a move on. This is gratifying because the had news from the 
Western Desert has undoubtedly caused great nervousness amongst our friends 
here. They are inclined to take the line (and this is understandable} that while 
no doubt Germany will ultimately be overthrown they will suffer at the hands 
of their own people if the Nazis should first over-run Iraq. 





[E 4019/204/93) No, 49. 
Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden,—(Received July 5.) 
Bagdad, July 5, 1942. 


toe 695.) 
el e) 
"FRAY had several long talks in the last few days’ with Regent, Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior. They have all shown determined front 
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Prime Minister, indeed, seemed. to me over-optimistic, and having proved to his 
‘action that situation in Egypt and Mediterranean is not likely to prove 
erous to Traq may be inclined to take things too easily. T bave impressed 
hem all the great importance of being realistic and taking every. possible 
ion in advance. 

3. Although there isso much loose and nervous (group uudecypherable jing 
population have stood up to recent bad news better than I had expected and up 

to the present there have been no hostile moves which cause me anxiety. 





B 4165/204/93) 
n—(Received July 11.) 


igre Bagdad, July 0, 1942. 
MY tologram No, 690, last sentence. 
Yeaterday the Minister of Finance called to inform ime that he had submitted 

He gave bis reasons at length. Briefly they were, firstly 
not been accorded the help and co-operation to 

he was entitled {group undecypherable: I from) certain of bis cotlea 

notably the Minister of the Inierior, aud secondly, that he had ot been informed 

in advance of recent arrests of " fifth-columnisis.” Minister protested that be 

= not opposed to intern did he expect to be consulted, but he was 
cntitled to be treated with © 

2 T advised him strongly against resigning at this moment and did not 
mine my words, whi ‘be reported in greater detail by despatch. He finally 
‘consented to withhold til he had seen the Prime Minister, to whom Tat 
‘once telephoned 

3. To-day Nuri Pasha informed me he had had a long conversation with 
the Minister of Finance, but bad failed to persuade the latter to withdraw bis 
resignation Ali Muntaz, he declared, was tired, heartily disliked the Ministers 
of Taterior and of Communications, and was “annoyed” over internment of at 
Toast two of those lately detained. It i certainly a fact that Minister of Finance 
has been at loggerhead with the other two Ministers mentioned for some tise 
but Tageee that arreste were probably the Inst straw. although this he will not 
admit. 

‘4. Prime Minister has informed Minister of Finance that he hopes the 
latter will yet think better of his decision, and that, in any ease, be must continue 
‘at his post until the Regent returns to Hadad, 

T told Nuri Pasha that it would be deplorable if a Minister resigned 
because he failed to obtain "co-operation of two colleagues, and still more 
doplorable if the said colleagues on hearing acetations failed to do all in their 
power to remove miainderstanding. T urged him to see both and obtain fullest 
Aamrance of their willingness to “co-operate” in future. The Prime Minister 
agreed. Dut if ax I foar may be anticipated, no result is achieved, he will ask 
the Regent to return at once. 

6." We had some discussion over possible snccestor to Minister of Finance 
should he prove adamant. T said Thrahim Kemal was obviously the most capable 
candidate, and that he woold strengthen the Cabinet if only he and the rest could 

nll together. Nuri Pasha answared he was quite realy to try. He woud wound 

Bis colleagues if it became necessary, and 


‘agreed for my part to find out 
ausoetly low Traian Reet would Veace."“Thave tatters'stad forthe enoebent 





(4241 /204/98 | No. 51 
Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden —(Recrieed July 16.) 
{By Bag. 
(fsiegeaphic) ae Bagdad, Suly 1, 1942. 
a ic) igdad, Fuly 1, 
FOUR teh “ 4 


vam No, 637, 
Perhaps I sbould have explained the situation in greater detail, but it did 
not appear to me to be of sufficient importance to justify a long telegram. 
Pin speaking to the Regent and Prime Minister, T tonk the line tbat the 
attitude of Towfik Suwaidi towards the Allied cause had been sympathetic and 


helpful since his return from Persia, and that therefore his appointment as 





Minister for Foreign Affairs would be acceptable to His Majesty's Government 
T told them that I regarded the matter as one for them to decide. If they 
considered that his colleagues would regard Tewfik as in sympathy with them, 
he would undoubtedly be a source of strength to the Cabinet. 

3, At the same time I pointed out that the strength of the Cabinet lay 
in its unity, and that it was important not to introduce any disruptive influence 

4. [sounded this warning hecanse I knew that (a) the Minister of Justice 
and Tewfik are old enemies, (6) Tewhk bad been openly speaking against. the 
Minister of Interior who is the most efficient holder of that office there has been 
for years, (c) Tewfik is never content to play second fiddle, and he and Nuri have 
never trusted each other, (d) Tewfk is opposed to any growth of Shia influence, 
and would be likely to upect Shia feelings. 

5. Although the Regent and the Prime Minister kept me fully informed 
of the progress of the affair, I studiously refrained from any intervention. The 
Regent was opposed to the proposal from the He personally dislikes Tewiik 
who, he says, insulted him/on a very important oceasion some fifteen montbe ago 
and thereby forfeited his confidence. I learnt that Tewfik had proposed to Nuri 
the transfer of the Minister of Interior to Communications and Works, of the 
Minister of Communications and Works to Minister of Economies (which would 
have led to the resignation of both but was promptly vetoed by Nari) and the 
appointnent of two Suani Ministers of moat indiflereat calibre, ‘There. Was & 
strong opinion in the town against the appointment of a Minister whose brother 
is interned in Southern Rhodesia. 

6. In the end the Ministers of Justice, Interior and Communications and 


pre anes For Seer segs res bab wrhogees Premed greene relates 
No. 52 


‘Sir K. Cormwaltis to Mr. Kden-—(Received Tul 
7), x ly 22) 
(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, July 2, 1942 

AY telegram No. 735. * Aakin 

Position ‘within the Government here has unfortunately deteriorated with 
some suddenness during the last forty-eight hours. Although the Minister of 
Finance has now withdrawn his resignation, at any rate for the time being, and 
while reasonably efficient Director-General of Revenue has been appointed 
Minister of Economics, itis clear that the Cabinet are in a very unhappy state, 

2 Immediate cause is the action of the Minister of Communications, who 
‘on 20th July confronted Nuri Pasha with a demand for appointment within a 
day or two of another Shia Minister, failing which he [ ? group omitted] resiyn 
OF the six candidates proposed hy his Excellency four were disputable and the 
‘other two men of little weight, able as it is that " Sunni-Shia "" issue 
should be raised at this moment, the inister has no objection to inereasing 
the number of Shia Ministers (there are only two at present) Hut he resented being 
range “Since ine [ave had bo ; Pas 

“3. Since tl wve had long interviews with the Regent, Nuri 

Minister of the Interior. Tn each case T have emphasised the grave cama 
of a Cabinet crisis and the consequent importance of avoiding hasty action, 1 
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have endeavoured to smooth down the Prime Minister, who is still mcensed, and 
Thave urged the Regent to use his influence with the Minister of Comtounications. 
Iv is posible that these representations may lead to some compromise, but of 
course each wrangle amongst the Ministers leaves its mark. Nari would like to 
resign and reform his Cabinet but is deterred by the knowledge that suitable 
alternative Ministors, whether Sunni or Shia, do not exist 

£ Should the Minister of Communications withdraw from the Cabinet the 
Minister of the Interior has assitred me that he would remain loyal to the Prime 

iter, He points out, however, that a crisis on a sevtariam issue would catise 
very bad impression and would subject him to strong attacks from Shia and 
make it difficult for him to carry out any bold policy. He is suffering from 
dysentery and claims that he needs a rest, 

5. These tiresome and indeed. potential{ly] dangerous complications are 
due, T believe to nervous tension arising: from bad war news, great heat of recent 
wei. nesiness ovr itertal problems such ae whent and, ae previous experience 
has repeatedly shown, the inability of any Iraqi Cabinet to work together for more 
than a fow months. 1 suspect, too, that enemy subversive organisation operated by 
Panta Kouh from Afana, Turkey has been inordinately active since the offensive 
in North Africa began, and that evidence of its work may be found in present 
uneasiness here and sudden strikes in Syria. This is supposition on my part but 
of one thing Tam certain aud that is that our difficulties here are naw bound to 
increase until we score some military success somewhere. 

‘6. [will report all developments 





[B 408/204, No. 53, 
Sie K. Cormwallia to Mr, Bden—(Receieed July 24.) 


(0, 758) 
‘elogeaphic.) Bagdad, July 2, 1949. 
MY. telegram No, 753, 


P has improved slightly through. Prime Mb decision to 
strengthen his Cabinet by appointing both "Shia and a "' Sunni "” Minister. 
For the Iauot he would like Tahsin, Askari. while for the former be has pat 
forward alternative candidates to those proposed by Mini 

2, Nuri Pasha, having asked me to explain his deo 
tho Interior, I did so today to tho latter's great satisfaction. His Excellency 
olerved tit the situation, had completely changed thruagh the question of 
principle having been settled tho Minister of Communications would 
how hold up bis resignation, We exchanged. Views at considerable length on 
personalities involved, and L Urged the Minister of the Taterior to be patient and 
to his utmost to smooth the ruflled feathers of his colleague and so prevent him 
from precipitating a real hot weather crisis at this important juncinre. But 
until agreement is reached on individuality [+e] we will not emerge from the 
wood. 





(1B 4467 /204/93) No. 54 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden.—(Recrived July 27) 
{Teegraphic) Bagdad, July 27, 1982, 
Pelegraphic i r 

ICY tclogram No. 753, om 

Prime Minister told mé to-day that for unquestionable reasoos (with which 
‘need tiot weary you) it had proved impossible to find at the moment a suitable 
Shia candidate for Cabinet, and abandoned his idea of completing’ it at the 
prescot time At their meeting to-day the Ministers, influenced. by his decision 
to appoint a third Shia when possible, had, iodeed, agreed woanimously to carry 
on until the ead of August. Nuvi Pasha dewribed this decision as. an 
“armistice,” but observed that all his colleagues seemed happy. 

3 Te therefore appears that, in the absence of untoward events elsewhere 
camsing repercussions here, we may hope for some weeks of quiet within the 
Government. 








7 
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Sir Kinahan Cornseallis to Mr. Eden—(Received August 11.) 
(Wo. 207,) 
Sir, Baydad, August 2, 1982 

‘THE two and a-haif montis whieh have elapsed ince I wrote my last general 
despatch containiod no outstanding feature nor any coherent pattern of events 
to invest them with special significance or importance. ‘The political, economic 
and. social life of the country continued 10 effervesce quietly, but without 
movement in any definable direction, and I fear that little of seusationil interest 
can be instilled into an account of so formless a period 

2. From the middle of May onwards much of my’ time was taken up with 
ministrations to the senile ailments of a Government that shows signs of 
approaching the end of is expectation of life,” As T smiy last despatch, 
the trouble began with the strain imposed upon the cohesion of the members of 
the Cabinet by the trial and execution of three of Rashid Ali’ nd the 
subsequent difficulties which the Cabinet had to fac fens 
which, tended to be cumulative in effect, 

3% Soon after the executions the Prime Minister fiad a physical collapse 
‘and the doctors ordered rest and change. Nuri Pasha thought of a holiday in 
Syria or Transjordan, and there at once arose the question of who should act as 
Prime er during his absence. Subtle questions of seniority aid suvitive 

ice of a Locum tenene from among 

therefore favoured the solution of briny 

Av a former Prime Minister, Tanfiq 
‘without question, have presided over Cabinet meetings while the 
was away. The other Ministers were not, however, well disposed towards th 
idea. They suspected that the Prime Minister was trying to put through 
‘canning reinsurance deal with the other side, and foresaw that Taufiq Siwaidi’s 
presence in_the Cabinet would Jead to complications because of hik close rolation 
ship with Naji Snwaidi, one of the most important of the Trnqi politicians 
interned in Southern Rhedesia, The Regent. for personal reasone silwo dililgod 
the idea of Tanfiq Suwaidi's eitering the Cabinet, and Nuri Pasha had to give 
up his plan. The posbility of Inducing Ibrabim, Kemal to enter whe Cabinet 
was 


holiday in the Kurdish hills, and then returned to Bagdad at the beginning of 
July in excellent health, 


the Interior and Ali Mumtaz himself all came to me to talk at length aud in 
detail over their troubles. Each one threw a favonrable Tight on his own 
ppasition, leaying the others in the shadow of doubt, and on each one T impressed 
the virtue of conciliation and sweet reasonableness. ‘The biggest rift in the ite 
was clearly caused hy the internments, Tt was not Ali Muritaz alarie who was 
upset; none of the other Ministers liked to see the Minister of the Interior and 
the Prime Minister in a position to shut up people at discretion without reference 
to the Cabinet It was noticed, moreover, that Nuri Pasha always protected his 
friends, however bad their record, and the other Ministers resented an arrange 
ment which left them powerless to do the came for their own dependants and 
supporters. They thought that they should have some share in the deci 

taken, but opinions varied at to its Uegree. ‘The Minister af the Taterior was, 
however, clear-sighted enotgh to see that, if all Ministers were to protect theit 
friends, no-one would be interned at all, and he in his turn threatened to resign 
if such a proposal was adopted. The Prime Minister songht to find a solution 
ou the basis of an a ni whereby, though the Minister of the Interior 
‘would retain unimpaired the power to intern anyone whose activities were 
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harmful, other Ministers would be given lists of the internments ordered on the 
day on which the orders were carried out. ‘Though no final decision has yet been 
reached, his colleagues are for the mioment mollified and some procedure of this 
kind is likely to be adopted. Meanwhile, the experience has made the Minister 
of the Interior shy of further drastic internments. 

6, The other grievances of the Minister of Finance were assuaged by the 
results of a good deal of honest brokering by myself and some straight talking 
to the Minister of the Interior. ‘The result was that Ali Mumtaz agreed to 
return to his office and resume his work. Another crisis seemed thus to have been 

ted, but the hoped-for tranquillity did not supervene and a fresh shock came 

1 few days later. 

7. On the 19th July Nuri Pasha appointed Abdul Illah Hafidh (Director. 
eneral of Revenues in the Ministry of Finance) Minister of Economies, and the 
next day Abdul Mahdi, the Minister of Communications and Works, demanded 
the inmedinte appointment of a third Shiah Minister. ‘The religious tenets of 
Abdul Illah Hatidh are in doubt, but he is not accepted by the orthodox. Shiahs 
as belooging to their community, and Abdul Mab 
appointment of another Shiah, took his stand ou the princi 
Nuri Pasha formed his Cabinet in October 1941, that it should include three Shiai 
Ministers, Sinco the resignation of Sadiq Bassam in February there have been 
‘only two, and Abdul Malidi seems to have feared that the Prime Minister was 
‘about to ignore the accepted prinetple and fill up his Cabinet with Sunnis. My 
Intervention again became necessary to save the Cabinet from a fall. The Prime 
Minister was angry, Abdul Mahdi was obstinate and Salih Jabr, though ready 
fat the Inst resort to be loyal to his chief, gave strong moral support to Abdul 
Mahdi, ‘Three days of hard talking in sweltering beat somewhat lessened the 

ion, ‘The Prime Minister realfirmed his a of the principle of three 

h Minintera and, tempers having rather surprisingly cooled, both sides 
approached the task of finding a suitable candidate for Cabinet office. It was 
oan found that there are sadly few Shiahs who could be considered eligible, andl 
the choice was quickly narrowed to a very fow men. ‘Two alove survived final 
‘examination-—Ahbas Mahdi, the head of the Royal Diwan, and Abdal Mubsin 
Shallaah, who was last in the Cabinet in 1920 as a Minister of Communications 
and Works. Abbas Mahdi refused to give up his honourable sinecure for the 
hurly-burly of active politics, and Mubsin-al-Shallash said that be must first 
to Palestine for medical treatment, bat might agree to take office later if he 
health permitted. ‘Thorespon the idea of making any further appointments to 
the Cabinet, whether Sunni ot Shiah, was put aside for the time being, and it 
was agreed by all the Ministers that they should carry on as at present until the 
end of August. "Tho Prime Minister quite rightly calla this arrangement a 
truce and not a peace, and it wems likely that changes in the Cabinet will become 
necessary before long, 

8. The internmenta which started this chain of Cabinet troubles were made 
as the result of my urgent and reiterated warnings to the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of the Interior that there were still many people at large who were 
dangerously active in the interests of the Axia On the th May T gave the 
Minister of the Interior, for his guidance, a list of seventy-five such men living 
in diferent, parts of the country and urged him to wend them to the newly 
established internment camp at Amara, A short period of hesitation, followed 
by the Prime Minister's illness, resulted in ction being undesirably delayed, 
hut by much prodding and prompting the Minister was at last persuaded to move, 
and daring the night of the Sth-4th July over thirty artests were made By the 
tend of the month the total had been raised to fifty-six, and, though a number of 
bad men still remained free, the effect on public security was excellent. Malicious 

tation, intrigue and rumour-mongering were sharply checked, and, warned by 
fate of their friends, most of the pro-Nazis who retained their liberty became 
careful to do nothing that might canse them to lose it 

9, "Another security measure which was put through successfully with the 
co-operation of the Iraqi authorities was the rounding-up and despatch to 
Palestine for internment of the last of the nationals of enemy or enemy-cccupied 


countries remaining in Iraq. In all, nearly a hundred were sent off on the 
Suh July, mostly Hungerians and Germans, with smaller numbers of Bulgarians 
and Rouimanians. ban r 

10. Of the many and varied small events in the internal life of the country 
which have occurred, the following are all that seem to merit attention :— 

11. About the middle of June the endemic enmity between the Shammer 
‘of the Northern Jezireh and the Yazidis of the Jabal Sinjar once more threatened 
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to break out in violence. ‘The trouble arose over the ownership of a village on 
the borders of the Sinjar, for which, during the past few years, Sufug, the 
Sheikh of the Shammer, had obtained legal tle-deeds, but to'which the Vazidi 
chieftain, Daud-i-Daud, also laid claim on the ground that before his flight out 
of Iraq in 1935 be und his forebears had cultivated it for generations. When 
the villagers had cut and stacked the erops on the threshing floors and the time 
came for the landlord to collect his share, Yazidis and Shammers gathered in 
force and a fight was ouly prevented by official intervention. For both the tribes 
the matier then became one of prestige (the landlord's share of the tops was not 
worth more than about £10 15s.) and settlement called for much patience, ‘The 
first step taken was to call Sufuq and Daud-i-Daud into Mosul and to take inte 
official charge the disputed share of the harvest until is could be disposed of 
peacefully." Daud-i-Daud, who is wild, quick-tempered and. suspicious, was 
found to be in a dangerously turbulent mood and was sent to Sulaimant to cool 
his heels. 'Safug was more amenable, though unwilling to yield his Toga rights 
without a satisfactory quid pro quo.” Efforts are now being mado to find an 
enduring settlement on the basis of the grant of Government land elsewhere to 
Sofag i return for his surrender of his title to the disputed village. 

12. Tn the Dohuk district north of Mosul the new mutasarrif, Majid Yacubi, 
has been taking vigorous action to clear up the gang of bandits which had collected 
there under Salim Mustafa, an outlaw who somo years ago murdered an American 
missionary. The special police force organised for this work has had wnccessful 
skirmishes and inflicted casualties on the gung, Operations continue, 

3. The Regent made two useful tours. During the last week in May he 
visited the Hillab Diwaniyah and Muntafiq Liwas, "His Royal Highness was 
most cordially received by the tribes, and he worked hard to make a good 
impression, Soon afterwards he set out ot a tour of the Kirkuk aiid Sulaimani 
Liwas, but, unfortunately, after reaching Sulaimani he had to return mddenly 
for medical treatment as one of his pet dogs was found to have developed rabies, 
In early July His Royal Highness took a fortnight’s holiday in the Kurdish hills 
near Arbil, where the young King and the Queen Mother are passing the hot 
‘weather. 

14. On the 18th July the Army Commander, on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government, handed over forty armoured cars to the Iraqi army. The ceremony 
was attended by the Prime Minister and Cabinet and, as it was preceded by o 
drive of the cars through the town, it attracied a good deal of attention, Comment 
Seva to have bee divided. | Same Traqi gossips thought that this act showed 
‘our goodwill and desire to help the country: while others expressed amazement at 
the putting of such comparatively up-to-date fighting equipment into the hands 
‘of men who had bebayed #0 treacherously only a year ago. On the whole, however, 
the gesture seems to have been # sticoess, Cran ‘@ number of British officers did 
their best to ruin it by proclaiming, within the hearing of barmen and othere 
that the cars were out of date and useless. Renewed attempts are being made, 
with the co-operation of Tenth Army, uo check such loose alk by those who should 
a 2 Brotemor Hanley has bee ab rogrean 

15. Professor Hamley has been able to make wonie with the reform 
of the Ministry of Education, butt seems clear that he will continie to meet with 
serious obstruction until Dr. Sami Shankat and Dr, Fadhit Jamali, the joint 
Directors-General, are removed. The Prime Minister has come reluctantly: to 
realise this fact, and is trying to obtain an eminent Egyptian educationalist us 
new head of the department. Meanwhile, Professor Hamley hae enhanced his 
already high reputation by organi successful summer school for older boys 
in which he has been able to rate the value of sane, healthy principles of 
education, while indicating at the same time the opportunities tat exist for 
Constructive youthful endeavour within the country. "It is hoped in this mantor 
to combat t some extent the pessimism that seems to clond so many young minds 
in Traq. 

16. Summer time was officially introduced into Iraq on the 21st June. At 
11 raw. that day all clocks were advanced by one hour, thereby putting In 
four hours ahead of Greenwich. Tn a clock-less country where the great mass o 
the people naturally regulate their habits ty the sun such a manipulation of time 
hhad little consequence except for the official wnd commercial classes, and s0 far as 
they were concerned the new arrangement was made largely ineffective by putting 
trie et by an ili hour ae ae ot at ‘work. Se 

ei. Supply have on the whol wandled smoothly and s0 far 
with enough success to avoid trouble. ‘On the Ist duly the wholesale price of 
‘wheat was fixed at between ID. 23/000 and I.D.95 per ton according to the 












































district of production, and. the Government hope to be able to put into effect a 
plan for obliging all growers to surrender up to 25 per cent. of their crop at these 
prices. They expect in this manner to obtain sulficient stocks to ensure supplies 
to the towns throughout the winter. In most districts there was no unfavourable 
reaction at the time the prices were announced, though little of the new crop 
(which on the whole is good) has yet been put on the market; in Mosul, as a 
Tesult of a misunderstanding of the position combined with scare rumours about 
the war, the grain sellers suddenly ceased trading, and for a few days about the 
middle of July the mutasarrii was faced with @ tiresome situation in the town. 
Supplis of wheat were, however, hurried up from Bagdad and. the immedi 
dithiculty was overcome, but the wheat holders are still hoarding and sooner oF 
later means will have to be devised to persuade or make them sell. Since our 
defeat in Libya enem) zanida has been most vocal in urging all and sundry 
to hoard wheat an ully played on memories of the famine during the 
last war, Tn addition, specalation bas been rife and has been favoured by higher 

iced in adjacent countries. Finally, as has happened on occasion elsewhere, the 
Government are reluctant to rake themselves unpopular with powerful vested 
interests. [have been urging ministers to face up to the situation and to explain 
their policy to the people, and my efforts are continuing at the time of wri 

15. -fraq’s relations with her neighbours have remained normal. Nothing 
of intoreat. occurred with Turkey except the protracted negotiations for 
‘extradition of Salah-ud-Din Sabbagh, the leader of the traitor gencrals of last 
year, These have so far yielded no result in spite of the personal visit to Angora 
Of the Tragi Public Prosecutor. 

19. Tragi recognition of the new Goveraments in Syria and the Lebanon is 
still withheld, but the Prime Minister may perhaps be willing to. aceord 
recognition after new elections have been carried out and constitutional Govern- 
ments installed 

20, Relations with Saudi Arabia have become easier. At a meeting which 
Awad ‘Beg, the Saudi Chang’ d' Affaires, and: Shokri Quwatli (the Syrian 

litician who, since his return to Bagdad from the Haj, has been interestin 
fimself in the settlement of outstanding disputes between the two countries) 
with Mr. Edmonds, the adviser to the Ministry of the Interior, on the 22nd June, 
they told him that Ibn Saad, moved by advice which I had offered to Assad Bex, 
that the Arab Governments should drop all minor squabbles and concentrate on 
the larger insuon, had sent insteuctions to his Legation. not to pross further 
for a solution of the vexed boundary and Shammer questions but to seek simple 
satisfaction in-a numbor of transborder raiding oases, the victims of which 
‘were petitioning: the King for redress. They explained that lists of these cases 
had been given to the Traqi Government aud asked for and were readily given 
jan asmurance that the Adviser for his part would do all he could to see that 
teach ease waa properly investigated and settled one way or the other by methods 
‘which would satinty Bedouin standards of fair play 

21. Taking into consideration existing conditions, the Kurdish tribes on 
the Irag-Persia frontier have remained surprisingly calm. At the-end of May 
there wan some fear that Hama Rashid Khan of Waina might renew bostilities 
‘and the Persian Government. requested the Iraqi Government to put pressure 
to boar on him to withdraw to Traq. The Adviser to the Ministry of the 
Tnterior toured the frontier near Panjwin to se. what could be done and. found 
that the local Persian authorities were already negotiating with Hama Tashid 
and other Kurdish chieftains. Details of the result of these negotiations have 
not, reached | but fighting between the tribes and the Persians appears 
to have ceased for some time. In June the Persians complained of the arrival 
in Iran. of the Jaf tribe on their annual migration from Iraq. They seem to 
have feared that the Jaf would join the insurgent Persian Kurdish tribes and 
later on threatened to bomb them if they did not withdraw, The Jaf chieftains, 
however, took the matter in hand themselves, and the situation was eased. when 
they sent presents to the local Persian military commanders 

2 Kimo months ago. the Iraqi. Government. proposed to the Persian 
Government that the work of re-erecting, where necessary, the frontier pillars 
‘on their common frontier, provided for in the Frontier Treaty of 1937, should 
be resumed and that, in order to settle technical disputes on the spot, a’ British 
arbitrator should be appointed to the joint commission. After a 
the Persian Government sentan oral reply on the 14th July through theit Bagdad 

ion, stating that. they t the moment inopportune to resume this 
work and that therefore the question of appointing an arbitrator did not arise 
‘The Persians are not likely to be moved from this non-co-operative attitude 
unless pressure is applied. 
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23. Looking hack over the period covered by this despatch, T se no 
developments within the country of on its borders which need: cause us anxiety 
aboot the future. ‘The Goveruiment and the people stood up well to the shock 
of the unexpectedly bad news from Libya which preceded and followed the fall 
of Tobruk and reacted with resilient optimian to the eventual stand of the 

Eighth Army at Al Alamein. ‘The successes achieved by the German offens 
on the Don cated and continue to cause anciety amounting in some quarters 
to dinmay, bat there are no signs of any growth of public hostility. ‘On the 
‘contrary, thanks it some measure to the workof our Public Relatious Department 
there ie evidence that at last a belief in the rightness of the principles. of 
Aemocracy is beginning to grow. Ifa resolute Government can be kept i ofBce 
fand an adequate distribution of food supplies be maintained, 1 feel that on 
the face an they ‘are tow to us we are Satie. folio confident tha 

provided tho enemy can be kept from her fronticrs, Traq will now stand 

Tobey aliace to the end of the, war oY ie 
24." Tam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Representatives 
at Angora, Cairo, Teheran, Jedda and Beirut, the Minister of State, Cairo, 
His Majesty's High “Conimissioner for’ Palestine and. ‘Transjordan, the 
Governor-General of India, the Commander-in-Chief, ‘India, General. Head 
arier, Middle Tan ‘dhe Midile Fast Tuteligeice Catie, the Political 
fsident in the Persian Gulf, the Political Agent, Roweit, and to His Majesty's 

Consuls at Basra. and Mosul ¥ ‘gl 

Thave, &., 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS 





5488/5448 93] No, 56, 
Sir K. Cornwalliy to Mr. Rdén—(Received September 14) 
(Xo 200) 
i Bagdad, August 27, 1942, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. S11 of the Gth November last, [ have 


the honour to transmit to you herewith my annual report on the heads of foreign 
missions in Iraq for the year 1942. 


T havo, dn 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


Kenelowure in No. 56, 
Report on Heads of Foreign Mitvions st Bagdad. 


A felaseens Aesie uae any nie (aceasta 

_Athough an Iraqi mission, headed by a chargé d'affaires, has been established 
at Kabul since November 1940, T received no warning that at was pi to 
ppotat on Afghan representative to Bagled.” The arrival of abder faba 

han, complete with secretary, on the 11th October, came as a surprise both 
to my colleagues and myself. The new minister is said to have served as a consul 
in Bombay and at the Afghan Vega ion in Paris, but he appears to be somewhat 
ignorant of diplomatic usage He nglish. (Written in 1941.) 

Owing to the Court mourning for the late mother of ELM. Zahir Shah, the 
legation has done no entertaining, but Abdur Rahman has turned up regularly 
at diplomatic functions and always seems to be friendly and anxious to please, 
though his stock of conversational topics is mall He appears to have 1 work 
todo beyond aiding the occasional student coming bome from Europe on his Way 
back to Afghanistan, He has only one hat, a somewhat battered blue Homburg, 
which has to serve even for funerals. 


Bore: Awadh-al-Babrawi Bar, Minister (July 13, 1940). 
‘ame to Egyptis linistry for Foreign Afi yas 
formerly nett} Rai eis alessiciniaeelvatasdt) Arakin Sey 
created a precedent by presenting his letters of credence at Riyadh by special 
err ban space te im in Hapa is said 

fe has spent little time in js year and is said to be a si L 
Immediately after the Rashid Ali rebellion in May. (during. which period he 
stayed quietly in his legation), be retarned to Cairo on. sick leave and has not 















































been in Bagdad since, I have not a high opinion of his ability, nor do I.think 
he is. well-informed on developments in this country. He is verbose and is far 
more at home discussing questions of protocol. Ail important work appears. to 
te done by M. Abdul Monem, the counsellor of the legation, who has been chargé 
d'affaires during the long periods of absence of the minister. (Written in 
Awadh-al-Babrawi Bey has not been in Bagdad since June 1041. -M, Abdul 
Monem, has been. in charge of the legation during this period, except for a few 
months when ill-health forced him to take sick-leave in Cairo at the beginning of 
M. Abmad Bahgat was sent over from Cairo to replace him for the 
M. Abdul Monem returned to, Bagdad with. his pleasant wife in 
pro-British in sentiment and makes no secret 
of his contempt for the venality of Egyptian politicians and officials. I gather 
that he is not, popular in. his own Ministry hecause of his extremist anti-[talian 
views and his frequently expressed bolief that Egypt. is as. yet unfit. for 
independence, He can always be relied upon to ack us up with an almost ton 
cheerful optimism whenever we suffer any reverses in the Western Desert 


France, 
‘The French Legation was closed in November 19441 


Japan, 
“The Japanese Legation was closed in November 1041. 


Persia: Mr. Moussa Noury Esfatdiary, Minister (January 26, 1942), 

Mr, Madi having been recalled in November, the lezation was temporarily 
in the charge of the counsellor, Mr. Reza Safinia, until Mr. Esfandiary retarned 
to Bagdad in January of this year. 

Mr. Esfandiary is well known in Bagdad, haying served here a# winlister for 
some time up tll Joly 1940, when he wus transferred to Berlin. He remained 
at that post until his Government broke off relations with Germany in September 
TM, His sojourn in Germany seems to have done him good in that he has 
acquire healthy reapect fr the Royal Air Force. He was undeniably glad to 
ft back to the donee) material comforts of Bagdad. Within the taewhat 
Festricted limits of his powers rs to be anxious to. co-operate, 
oubt whether bo is tolbe trusted very far." Heris efisive and often almost 
obsequious when one meets him. Hé speaks good French, 

Savdi Arabia. 

‘Since the departure of Sheikh Hamza-al-Ghoth in April 1940, and the return 
of Sheikh Yusur Yassin to Riyadh in the autumn of that year, the legation has 
remained in the charge of Saiyid Assad-al-Fagih, who is a pleasant but colourless 
Syrian. During the May rebellion he is reported to have remained pro-British in 
sympathy, but not to have taken any active part in King Ibn Saud's open 

jeclared anti-Rashid Ali policy. He speaks French and some English. (Written 
in 1941) 

‘The legation has remained in Saiyid Assad's charge throagh the year. 
continues to be friendly and co-operative in the comparatively few matiers which 
jointly concern this mission and the legation. He has a difheult row to hoe, for 
the Iraqi authorities have'a gonine for annoying King Abdal Aziz. 


Turkey: M. Abiwed Covad Uston, Minister (September 1630) 
He has served in Vienna and at The Hague He and bis wife are an 


agreeable couple, but both are congenitally nervous, and it may be said without 
caggeration that BI. Cavad stun ia a confirmed. hypochoudeisc. Continued 
ill-health, whether real or imagined, has not been without its influence on his 
sora, and he bax ot several ocaaions shocked both Iragi and bis colleagues by 
aiving expreeion to. dafeatit views. While be may pot be fundamentally il 
lisposed, I have not found him a helpful coe in times when robust oou 
=e desi of 


ful confidence are qualities to be desired in the representatives of 
countries having close relations with ourselves. Nevertheless, he and his wife 
fare at times friendly. (Written in 1940) 

Until the Rashid Ali rebellion he is reported to have made some feeble 
attempts to dissuade the pro-German politicians from taking the course they had 
planned. When the final break came he busied himself feverishly in efforts to 
Feconcile the two parties to each other and so stave off an armed conflict: He 
and hix wife still suffer from perpetual fear and ill-health. Two months after 
the collapse of the rebellion he hurried back to Turkey on sick leave, and has not 
since returned to Bagdad. (Written in 1941.) 
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M. Ustun returned to Bagdad in late 1941 with a new phobia—Russia. He 
made every effort to enlist the sympathy of leading Iraqis, the Persian Chargé 
{Affaires and even the late Ualtel States Minister in regard to the Rssian 
danger, if Germany should be defeated, He suggested that the Russian zone in 
Perstw should’ be taken over by the British. Elis views were not well received 
generally, and the Iraqi Prime Minister at one time talked of getting him 
Femoved, bt soundings taken at Angora did not evoke « tayoursble repesse. 

He has been very busy personally supervising the onward despatch of goods 
pantie chtoogh Traa'in Hansit te Turkey, ere to the existe of hematin the 
railway goods yard, which has tended to Keep him out of mischief 


United States of America: (Vacant). 

Since the death of the late Mr. Paul Knabenshue onthe Ist February this 
year, the legation has been in the charge of Mr. W. 8. Farrell, a junior and 
corpulent secretary who has spent most of his brief service in Middle Eastern 
countries and is reported to be a talented linguist and amateur cinematographer. 
There his capabilities appear to end, and he canuot be said to have handled the 
increasing volume of the legation’s work resulting from the establishment of 
the American supply route to Russia through this country either competently 
or wisely. He has also shown himself to be easily influenced by such powerful 
vested interests as Pan-American Airways, who have been secking to exploit 
their present special position to their future and permanent advantage. His 
saanicet si members of my al are ner condial Despite this ready friendli- 
ness loes not impress one favourably, partly, ps, on purel ysical 
found Tod, when the tate temper iering Fup” Pv 

‘rom the damp and long-winded Mr. Farrell is rang! to be dreaded. It is 
satisfactory to know that a senior minister is at last being appointed, even 
thou at am told that he will probably fall far short of his predecessor's high 


Representatives accredited to Traq but revident elsewhere 


Medginm, MM. Egbert Graf, Ministes (April 27,1098) 

He ix alvo olgian Minister at Tehran, where ho resides, 

He pays periodical visite to Bagdad and always shows a keen desire to 
co-operate closely with this embassy. (Written in 104 

M. Graeffe visited Bagdad this spring. 1 find him as hearty and keen as 
ver. 


Jenmark: Dr. M. 
Resides ai Tehran, 
type, He i marred. 


tations, 
aititnde towards him. Fensmark 
Syria and the Lebanon. He 


Netherlavite: Dr. P- 1 C. Visser, Minister (August 7, 1041). 

He is Netherlands Minister at Angora, where he resides. He stayed only 
a week in Bagdad for the purpose of presenting his credentials, and gave me to 
understand that he would not often visit this capital. He is a friendly man and 
reaiad a most favourable impression bth io British and Traqi cides, (Written, 
in 1941) 

Dr. Visser visited Bagdad this spring. He further increased his popularity 
by a lecture he gave at the British Institute on his mountaineering exploits in 
the Karakorums. His wife, who accompanied him on this visit, did not create 
such a good impression, and many people were tempted to label her ns pro-German, 


Poland: M. Jan Karszo Siedlewski, Minister (March 27. 1939), 
He js lao Minister at Tehran and Rabul and resides at Tehran 
fe has visi jad occasionally during the He seems to be 
coahtcd hale wan: Romiy, tate ond TE, Hie akon Geese 
look after his nationals, and the greater part of his work in this connexion 
fore falls on this embassy. (Written in 1941.) 












































M. Hearyk Mathomme arrived early this year to be counsellor to the legation, 
with residende in Bagdad. He has served in the Polish Foreign Office and in 
Japan, A friendly individual who talks French and some English. He is active 
on behalf of his compatriots who are at present passing through this country 
on their way from Russia. He likes to." drop in for ‘with members of 
my staff, but rarely appears to have anything interesting to say 


Sweden: M. Sven Harald Pousette, Changé d’Affaires (December 3, 1941). 

M, Hugo von Heidenstam was recalled in December last and left the legation 
at Tehran in the charge of M. Pousette, who was formerly counsellor of the 
Swedish Legation in London, He has not been here. 





(1B 5725/204/93) No. 57. 
Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr, Edlen—(Received September 27.) 


(No, 973) 
(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, September 26, 1942 

PRIME Minister returned to this theme in conversation with me on 
‘Ath September, He said that the time had now come for him to implement his 
promise of last summer to add a third Shia to the Cabinet, a step which would 
entail other changes, the extent and scope of which would Wepend mainly upon 
relations between the Minister of Finance and the Minister of the Interior. Tf, 
tux he hoped, this problem could be solved on an enduring basis the reshut 
would be simple. But if, as was more than likely, the former had to go, reos 
nation would be wider. Assuming that the latter course would be inevitable, he 
coutemplated bringing in Tewfik Suwaidi, although this would mean a tussle 
with the Regent. He then produced a list of changes he had in mind ed 
me to comment ou it after consultation with oriental secretary and adviser to 
Ministry of Interior. 

2. Position was duly reviewed with Captain Holt and Mr. Edmonds, oor 
main preoccupation being to enn, if pomible, that somebody with personality 
‘and power of decision be appointed to the Ministry of Financ, which has to deal 

all supply. question pidly growing in difficulty and importance. 

fing decided on certain suggestions, we all three conferred again to-day with 

tho Prime Minister, and, as a result, his Excellency declared that, if Ali 

had to go, he would propose to the Regent the transfer of present Minister of the 

ir to Finance with Tewfik Suwaidi as Minister for Foreign Affairs and 

z-al-Qassab at Interior, Nuri Pasha himself retaining Defence. The 

‘other changes, about three in number, need not be reported in detail, but the net 

reanlt would be that the Cabinet would contain three Shiahs and two Kurds. The 

Prime Minister attached the utmost importance to having Tewfik Suwaidi in the 

Cabinet, because the support which he would thus gain ie the Senate and the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs would leave him ample leisure for this work. 

3. It remains to be seen how the Regent reacts should it be necessary to 
‘consult him on the above basis. Changes would take place at the end of Ramaian, 
so that the new Adiinistration might have two or three weeks to settle dows 
before the Legislature reassembles on Ist November. 

4. Tam advised that Abdul Azziz as Minister of the Interior may not show 
the vigour of Saleh Jabr in dealing with political undesirables, But the internal 
situation is now much healthier, and, as stated in paragraph 2, supply questions 
threaton to become the main anxiety of the winter mont 





[B 6804/204/93 No. 58. 


Mr. Thompion to Mr. Eden —{Received September 80.) 
(No. 988.) 
(Telegraph Bagdad, September 90, 1942. 


telegram No, $73. 
T learn that the Regent has andertaken not to oppose the entry of Tewfik 
Suwaidi into the Cabinet should circumstances so dictate. 

2 In the meantime, the situation has been complicated during the last. few 
days by an. angry squabble between. Ministry of Finance and the Mutessarif of 
Bagdad arising out of refusal of the latter to move certain supplies of flour owing 


95 


to paucity of his own reserves, which in turn is attributed to his alleged slackness 
in collecting wheat from the neighbouriug growers.. ‘This row coincided with the 
return from a provineial tour of Mr. Lloyd, Director-General af Grains, who is 
bitter in his denunciations of mutessarifs in general for their widespread failure 
to compel growers to disgorge. You will appreciate that all this has given a 
powerful impetus to the accusations against the Minister of the Interior of 
supposed “* non-co-operation "’ in making the Government grain policies effective. 
He ts being attacked, inter ala, for intriguing between Shiahs against Minister 

3. British adviser to the Ministry of the Interior is doing his best to calm 
both protagonists down and taking steps to a solution. He does not believe there 
has been any deliberate [group undecypherable jing’on either side, but. his task 
is hampered by introduction of personalities into the debate, Tt is unfortunate 
that the tempers of certain British officials (notably the voluble Lloyd) are also 
ruffled. and I have asked the adviser to the Ministry of Finance to uso his influence 
to soothe the Inter especially. Meaniwhile Mr. Edmonds's efforts continue 





[1B 5725/204/93) No. 58. 


k Mr. Fden to Sir K. Cornwallis (Bagdad), 
(Mo. 914) i 
‘legraphic:) 7 Foreign Office, September 30, 1942. 
YOUR telegram No. 973 (of 25th Soptomber? Political stuation in Iraq], 

T hope that means may be found to include Tewfik Suwaidi in the Govern 
ment, whether present Minister of Finance goes or stays, Please see in this 
connexion my telegram No. 687 (of 27th June e 



























































CHAPTER III.SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


E 3929/207 /89) No. 60, 
Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden—(Received July 2) 


oa Beirut, June 10, 1942. 
SOME weeks ago I requested the Political Officer at Damascus to let me 
have a report on the existing electoral system in Syria with special reference 
to.the question whether a fresh census would be necessary in order to ensure 
fair results. 1 asked Colonel Gardener whether he agreed with the view which 
had been expressed to. me by Bahij Bey el Khatib, at that time Minister of the 
Interior, that the number of Depaties could be baived with practical advantage 
and without causing much popnlar resentment, always assusning 
‘of altering the Electoral Law by constitational means, (Bahi} Bey had sugested 
for this purpose the prior election of a small Senate, the sole function of which 
would be the alteration of the Electoral Law as a prelude to the election of a 
Chamber. 

OD havo the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of Colonel 
Gardener's report, and of a report subsequently furnished by Licutenant-Colonel 
Furlonge on the electoral system in the Lebanon. 

3. In neither country has the record of past Parliaments been such as to 
inspire confidence, but T personally consider Colonel Gardener's report to. be 
jin some respects unduly pessimistic. ‘Thus, it was never our intention that 
lections shouldbe held before the war situation became clearer (as it can 
scarcely fail to have beco 
should be "unthinkable 


3 rw which it may be thought Z 
Electoral Tan; pending copies of tbls despatch to the Minisler of State in Cairo, 


o His Majesty's Ambasaadors in Bagdad and Cairo and to the High 
Gomutesiones foe Palestine and ‘Transjordan. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 60. 


Syrian Electoral System. 
pias le 35 d) of the Syrian Constitution 
‘the wision in article (as revised) of s 

of 1928 Gueomulgated in 1080) that the (Ghanber ot Depaties would prepare = 
new Elecloral Lave, none has been prepared and the law at. present in force is 
to be found in the High Commissioner's Arrété No. 1889 of the 20th jes 
Vos inodified to” include the Jebel Druse and the Alaouites (sce Syrian 
Journal Offciel No, 15 of the 22nd April, 1937). This is based on the following 
principles — 

(@) Secret. ballot, 

2) Universal male adult suffrage (including minorities), 

(3 Tha Siections take place in two stages, Fe, there is ho direct connexion 

‘between the electorate and the Deputies. 





or 


Electoral Machinery 
‘The law provides that the basic electoral unit shall be a nahiya in’ the 
Gouitry and a quarter in a town. ‘The electoral list for each unit is prepared 
by a commission, which bases its list on the census returns (if available). ‘The 
list must be revised annually in January and remains in force until the 31st 
March of the following year. In these units every hundred voters slect one 
lecteur duu second degié” to represent them. These secondary electors meet 
in every caza (the towns of Damascus and Aleppo being considered the equ 
of cazas) and elect Deputies from among themselves at the rate of 
for every 6,000 primary electors (i¢., one for every sixty secondary 
any portion of that figure in excess of 3,000, The actual number of Deputies 
for each caza (or equivalent) ix Taid down by an arrété. An important 
exception to this rale are the tribes, who are represented by five Deputies 
nominated by the tribal sheikhs The actual number of Depaties in the last 
Parliament was 105 (including six from Alexandretta but excluding one vacancy 
in Jebel Druse which appears never to have been filled). 45 


Protection of Minorities. 
The original wording of article 37 of the Syrian Constitution provided for 
the represeniation of religious minorities Under this rule anyone belongs 
‘o a minority religion could stand for election and take his chance. The wording 
was subsequently altered to read -— rata 
*‘La Jot Aectorale instituera te voto secret ot Ia roprésentation des 
minorités confessionnelles,” be arise ent 


tation for each religious 
. de, one Deputy for each 

6,000 primary vote 000) in each ‘caza. Tf the number 
of the community in any one cazn does not qualify it to-have a Deputy, the 
nembers of that community in several caste ary grouped until they. are 
represented w+ above. Furtherinore, those communities who are. insulhe tently 
numerous throughout the State to obtain representation ate grouped with other 
religions communities in a like situation and the number of their Deputies is 
Proportional to the total thus achieved, qualifying at 3,001 votes for one Deputy. 

Minorities in this country are therefore in theory on the same footing as 
the Moslems. In practice, however, they suffer a slight disadvantage because the 
religious sects are numerous and each of the more numerous ones must, have 
non-transferable fraction, which, being less than $,000, does not earn a Deputy. 

‘The various religions were represented in the 1996 Parliament in the 
following manner — 

Sunnis Greek Catholic 

Ismaili Armenian Catholic 

Greek Orthodox Drnses 

Syrian Orthodox. Alnouites E 

Jews Minorities not otherwise 

‘Armenian Orthodox represented = 


An appendix shows the number of Deputies of each religion to be elected in 
the 1936 elections, together with the modifications necessitated by the incorpora 
tion in 1987 of Deputies fram Jehel Druse and Alaotites 


Practical Inconcenieneces 

In his book, ‘La Constitution de la Syrie,” Dr. Munir Ajlani, a Minister 

in the present Government, stated (1932), "*Jusqu'ici Jes opérations électorales, 

en Syrie, étaient de véritables batailles ot il y a toujours du sang qui coule et des 

"This statement is confirmed by enquiries now made in regard to elections 
prior to 1936, The 1936 election passed in relative calm, 

Tt may be that the apathy born of the war and the lack of a great major 
issue may result in calmer elections in present days, but that cannot be counted 
on and it would, from the point of view of public order, be a rather dangerous 
‘experiment until the war issue is clearer. 

While generally in favour of the indirect sletoral system an being, more 
suited to this country, the same author admits that it has one danger. ‘This is 
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that the Government can exercise pressure on the secondary electors, since they 
are few in number. He also quotes other Election Laws which Governments io the 
past have violated in order to ensure results favourable to themselves. His views 
Ere widely held and it has become axiomatic in Syria that the Government, in 
power is in a commanding position to win. an election—always assuming it has 
not become too unpopular 

"As tated above, the basis of the electoral list is the census return. if available, 
otherwise the responsible sion. proceeds to prepare its own list. The last 
constis was made in 1925, and, although the information thus ayailable can be 
partially brought up to date by consulting the records of the Etat Civil, the 
firesent situation leaves much to be desired. ‘There are, therefore, two ways of 
nmpiling a new electoral list: (a) by a fresh census, and (2) by the work of the 
appropriate commission, A census atthe present time is unthinkable, | No 
techinery existe, and, furthermore, any attempt to make a census would. provoke 
tho wildest rumours that we intended to enforce compulsory military service. The 

ration of the electoral liste by. the appropriate commissions is 0 

Preferable, but the same rumours of military service would circulate 
Prvccor degree) and the result would certainly be most inaccurate, suffering, both 
fran inefficiency and even deliberate falsification 


Reduction in number of Deputi 

Assuming that the number of Deputies could be halved by constitutional 
means, tho practical advantages of such a step are not readily disceraible. |The 
saaee imadvantages of a Parliament are (a) its potential hostility to the Allies 
Taal" (B) ita slowness in enacting legislation, The reduction of the number of 
Doputies from about 100 (je, total loss of Alexandretta Deputies) to 60 wou 
hot appear to do anything to obviate these disadvantages. Furthermore, such, & 
Teep eould appear likely to work against the position of the minorities if the 
fade of representation be changed from 6,000 primary voters to 12,000 10 one 
Deputy. 

‘Sioe publi retentinent at stich a change is inevitable, for, the party soe 
individuald who lost the elections would tend to consider that the defeat was due 
inthe change of electoral basix and would therefore nowrih « xrievance ayainet 
the Ailies ‘and tho present Government in consequence, | Furt 
tos nities a» Teng and possibly Egypt, who refuse to acknowledge the independence 
origyrin on the pretext that the ‘constitutional, form of Governmeat. is not 
eapocted, would still have tenable grounds thboldi recognition if 
Tree pleased, ir, tbat the constitutional change of the electoral basie was not 
in fast, bonsti tational and the resulting Government was a sham. 


Appendix. 


Circonseription Seats. 
Damascus and Suburbs 0 


reek Catholic, 
tnall communities not assured of 
fepresentation in the State 
Sunnis. 


Caza of Kalamoun 
Douma 


i, Rumeitea : 


‘Town of Homs and Suburbs ¥ 


laouite 

reek Orthodox. 
Sunnis. 

Ismaili 

Sunnis. 


‘Town of Hama. and Suburbs 


Moweance of Damascus 


thet em tee 





Girconseription. 


Town of Alepy 
f Aleppo Sunnis, 


Armenian Orthodox: 
Catholic. 
Groce Cami 
Communities not assured of repre: 
sentation in the State. = 


Caza of Jebel Samaan Sunnis. 


> n Bab 
© Talib 
Harem 


<7 Kear dag 
Moxeance of Aleppo 
Deir ex Zor and & 
Abou Kemal 
Rekka 
Jezirah (Hassetche and Qamishlie) 
Tribes of the Jezira and thr Hees 
cbimisica ‘ Sunnie 
andretia Alaouti, 
wo Antioch ‘Sunnis, 
‘Alnout, 


Paes Armenian Orthodox, 
Laiakia 


nities not assured of 
representation in the State, 


Sahyoun Alnouite 


Minya 
Bamia 
abaleh 


Tartons Alaouites, 


‘Sunni 

Alnonite. 

Asi 

tirwok Orthodox. 

Alaouite, 

Greek Orthodox, 

Soa 

mall commnnities not assured of 
repreatian 

ne in the State. 


Salita 
‘Tal Kalakh 
Jebel Druse. 


(No elections were made in Chahba.) 


Enclosure 2 in No. 60, 


The Lebanese Electoral System. 
—Historical Sureey. 


(i) Up till 1918 the autonomous Sanjak of Mou 
soni oud sis hase atin long grr To 
Sint ela pee Siete abet eae ean aan 
cial a twas members being elected by the 
sbeikissolh(sayors) of villages, who in their karn were lected by vitizene who 
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Gi) In September 1920, whon the State of Greater Lebanon was created, it 
was (given an administrative commission of seven members, representing. the 
main communities, who were nominated by the High Commissioner. 

(iii) By Arrétés Nos. 1304 and. 1304 bis of the Sth March, 1922, the High 
Commissioner created an elected representative council of thirty members, 
Seawn from the different communities.’ Election was restricted and in two 
degrees. 

(iv) On the 28rd May, 1926, the Lebanese Constitution, was promulgated 
It constituted a republic with a Chamber of thirty members, elected by universal 
suffrage and in two degrees, and a Senate of sixteen members, of which seven 
were nominated by the President and the rest elected. As a purely transitory 
Ineasure, however, the High Commissioner nominated the first Senate 

(+) On the 17th October, 1927, the Constitution was revised, as it bad proved 
too cumbrous and expensive, and the Senate was suppressed, As it could hardly 
Vote its own extinction, the first step taken was a decree fusing the Senate in the 
Chamber Thus the principle of nominated Deputies was first carried into the 
Chamber from the Senate. 

(vi) A new Chamber was formed in 1929, comprising thirty members elected 

rees and fifteen nominated by the President 
the 9th May, 1932, by Arrété No, 55/LR, the High Commissioner 
and the Chamber. 
ry, 1034, by Arrété No. 1/LR, the High Commis- 
h comprised — 


(0) A President nom 
executive powers, with 1 
Government Council: and 

(0) A Chamber of Deputies with legislative powers, composed of eightecn 
Deputies elected by direct universal nullrage and seven nominated by 
the President, 


(ix) By Arrété No, 1/LRof the 3rd January, 19396, the High Commissioner 
gave to the Chamber the power to elect the Pi Republic 

(x) On the 4th Jannary, 19:7, by Decree the High Commissioner 
cancelled the suspension of the Constitution which had been pronounced in 1982 
‘and parliamentary government was re-established. 

{xi) By duly’ 1997 it bad become clear that twenty-five members were tor 
fow for » parliamentary régime. The Chamber was dissolved and a» general 
Alcction took place, the umber of Deputies being increased to forty-two elected 
by direct suffrage and twenty-one nominated by the President 

(xii) On the 21st September, 1930, on the outbreak of war, the High Com 
missioner, by Arrité No, 246/12, dissolved the Chamber and entrusted ite 
legislative powers to aSceretary of State nominated by him and assisted by a 
Franch conveiller, ‘The President's execotive powers were made subject to the 
High Commissioner's sanction, Since then the Lebanon has had no Chamber or 
Popular Assembly, ’ 

Yxiti) On the 9th April, 1941, after the then President of the Republic had 
resigned, the High Commissioner, by Arrété No. 80/LR, laid down that executive 
powers were henceforth confided to 1 chief of the Government nominated by him, 
Kesiated by a Council of Under-Secretaries of State of not more than five 
members, nominated by the President and responsible to him. The office of 
President remained vacant. 

(xiv) On the 26th November, 1941, General Catroux, in his proclamation of 
independence, announced the nomination of a President, who would nominate 
4 Government to be responsible to himself. 


TI—Résumé of present Lebanese Electoral Law. (Arrété No. 2/LR of the 
2nd January, 1934, modified by subsequent arrétés) 

The total number of seats in the Chamber is divided amongst the different 

religious communities by the following process :— 

(i) The total number of the population, divided by the total number of 
‘seats, gives a figure known as ‘* the electoral quotient.” 

(ii) In each district, if the total number of members of each community. 
divided by the electoral quotient, gives a result greater than half, 
that community is entitled to ohe seat. If the result is a whole 
number plus a fraction greater than one-balf, the community is 
entitled to one more than that number of representatives. 


10t 


(Esample—Total population 9 million, number of seats 
eighteen. Electoral quotient is therefore 50,000, “If, there- 
fore, in any district total number of, <9. Marotites is 
128,000, Ube Maronites are entitled to 120,000 divided by 
128.000, the Maronites are entitled to, 198,000 divided by 


One seat is reserved to the minority communities and all 
0 jority communities and allotted to Beirut 
No community may hold more or less seats than the restilt arrived at by 
ia its total number of adherents in all districts by the electoral 
juotient ¢ 


Electoral wards are by districts (“* mubafazats ”) 
All the electors of cach whatever the 
vie Hlth Sagar of ech dati, whatever thee tii Woe for Al 
Sullrage is secret, universal, and direct 
‘andidates must be Lebanese subjects, electors. over 25 years old, must enjoy 
fat ee! Tights, and be literate. ‘They may stand for only one constituena 
Election as « Deputy and the holding of a salaried State office are 


incompatie 
Jectorai lists are drawn up in each caza by a commission presided ov 
tan offial nominated by the kalmalam and containing a judge hnd a mun ea 
eee with the local registrar and two electors as advisers, All male Lebanese 
sabe overt eae ol, domiciled at east six month ithe caza and enjoying 
= hia, are entitled to inscription on the electoral lit of the ca 
No de may he ribo more th sheet en ee 
Each elector must fill up one voting-paper only, containing the exact numb 
of candidates to be elected. If a paper « OO Mall} ma reaeie tet 
af aide tf Paper contains 100 may hashes, the namee pit 
On a first count only those candidates who have polled half the number o 
rine voten ae declared ected after is outta sil romain to be 
Bile, second count is taken within wight day in which w relative majority 
The law contains detailed measures for tho control of elec 
ubbinls ot punislanents for inanerecs Or ecetote pasties Beir pieaie 


11 —Obsereations 
The following pointe are worth noting — 


(0) In the Lebanon, unlike Syria, elections have since 

oral areal re makes 
he system under which about one-third of the total sumber of Deputies 
‘oe easiest hy te Predea of the Ropaitic sro men 

in 1927 as a consequenice of the abolitio 
bok hts bose retained ever since no UouNt aa 0. moonta of thot 
mandatory control over the Government. Tt is  sonrce of general 
criticism and under independence there seems no reason for its 
continuance, especially as it does not exist in Syria 

(o) The mandatory authorities did not hesitate at any time to ae aso any 
‘clause of tle Constitution, of to suspend the Constitution itself, when 
it seemed to them desirable. The present régime is, of courso, entirely 
‘unconstitutional. “There would therafore be to practical objection to 
any change in the Constitution or Electoral Law which circumstatices 
might now dictate, eg. the abolition of Ube system of nominated 

paties : 

(a) The size of the Chamber has constantly varied, twenty. i 
tallest and sity-three the largest yet formed. A Rgute of ston 
forty. 0 y acceptable. 

(©) Since attempts to influence the elections have had 
Pst to he made om the elector. Such attempts have uaually. lees 
the form of the payment of money’to voters by individual candidates 
‘and the issue of promises of official employment or other favours by 
Government supporters. The mandatory anthorities have. alsn 
Cerna come yey by Ripe supporting certain 
at by sscuring the exclusion of the candidature of persons 
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(B:9816/207/89)] No. 61. 


Weekly Potiticnt Summary No. 12:) Syria and the Lebanon.—(Received 
June %, 1942) 
1, General. 

‘THE, political situation. in both States. is quiet but unstable, with some 
manoeuvring for position against the prospect of elections at ue end of the year 
‘A Cabinet crisis seems probable in Damascus owing to dissension within the 
Government over recent appointments. In the Lebanon the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs is again threatening to resign 

‘There have been further demonstrations at Deir ex Zor owing to the high 
price of bread, and the population has petiticued the General Officer Com- 
Tnanding, Ninth Army, and General Catroux to intervene, 

Tn the Jezirch there has been a serious clash between tribesmen and. the 
Gurdes Mobiles, but the tribal situation on the whol rernains calm. 

Public opinion continues to favour the fortunes of the Allies, but it is too 
‘early to estimate what the reaction will be to our set-backs in Libya. 


2, Wheat 
Satisfactory progress is being made with the Wheat Scheme, although many 
‘cultivators continue to withbold their support anti they see whether control 
‘will be impartial and effective. 


8. Syria: Damasous 

Considerable adverse comment and distrust has been caused by ‘the recent 
Government appointueats.. The Government i« being ncvased of favouring the 
Nationalists with whom the Prime Minister has latterly been in close contact, 
Mite strengthen itr poxicion it antieipation of electiots, Colour ix fent to th 
Miler by the fact that gendarmerie officers have been appointed (6 posts usually 
held by civilian officials ‘ 

Attempts have been made by the President aud Prime Minister to discover 
the British attitude to these and to the possible installation of a 
Nationalist Government. The Political Officer has pointed out to the Minister 
for Foreign Affaire. the unpopolarity and ill-wisdor of these appointments, 
Which, inview of the inefficiency anid political unreliability of certain of the 
ilicers concerned, aust. be regarded ax a potentinl threat to security, besides 
oustituting a dangerous precedent 

Tt in ‘anderatood that the appointments were made without the fore- 
knowledge of the délégué, who, however, regards them as temporary expedients 
‘and does not share the Political Officer's mingivings about them. 

The Cabinot ia now divided into two camps, composed of the 
sod Mitr for orig Afro the cond athe ant National and, 
Owners of the other. "The split has become mare defined since the visit pai 
Egypt at Nahas Pasha's ieitation by Jamil Bey Mardan and Busbara Bey 

pony, which bas aroused, wide speculation, and which i beg inked in the 
popular mind with the question of elections. 

‘According to the press, Almet Umaar, the new Turkish Consul in Damascus, 
has inade declaration to the Minister for Foreign Airs on behalf of hie 
Guvernment that the latter desired to cultivate the most friendly relations with 
SSyrin, whose progress to i itobserved with pleasure and was prepared 
west 

Tintan effort to combat the crisis provoked by the lack of small change, paper 
mooey to the value of 3, 10 and 25 piastres has been issued. 


4. Aleppo. 
Following the recent ae the alae has been pa ra 
al uapplies are wow adequate and the area is quiet. 

Seen aR nulence that supplies will be forthcoming from the Wheat 

inning to function in the district, Control to prevent 
jin is still far from effective. 

to Egypt. has aroused much speculation 

amongst the Jabri group of Nationalists, but elsewhere there is little interest in 


iti 
Poli ere is some anxiety over the military situation in Libya and Russia, but 
no incident occurred when the Turkish frontier was recently closed for forty-eight 
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hours, apart from a mild panic on the local market reflected iii the high pri 
registered by gold. “Turkish offcials showed no more than mild cariosity. 

The Greek refugees referred to in last week's Summary have now arrived and 
are spreading stories of German and Italian bratality. 


5. Homs and Hama. 


_ The area is quiet and there is little activity, although complaints against the 
Government continue. Satisfactory progress is being made with the Wheat Plan, 
in which confidence is now growitig amongst the population 


6. Euphrates and Jezireh. 

A tense situation has arisen following a clash on the 11th June between 
tribesmen of the Abu Hamdan section of the Baggara of Zor and a patrol of 
Gardes Mobiles, in which five of the latter were killed and: two wounded, 
Rigorous punitive measures, during which great brutality was displayed, were 
immediately taken by the French, bat were subsequently suspended at the request 
of the area commander. It is not yet clear what degree, if any, of consult 
with the local British authorities took place before the reprisals were oat 
Sot frst reports seem to indicate that action enty have bee taken by 

‘rench S.S.0.'s on their own initiative. This grave incident is: being lv 
rench 8 £ if urgent 

There have been demonstrations in Deir ex Zor to protest against the price 
of bread, which, despite the fact that the town is the centre of a wheat-growing 
district, is much higher than in Damascus and Aleppo. On the 12th dune-a 
petition addressed to the General Officer Commanding, Ni amy, nigned by all 
classes of the community, demanding the provision af cheap wheat for the poor 
was presented to the Political Officer by a deputation headed by the Mufti, A 

F petition has also been sent to General Catroux. ‘The town has sitco beon 
quiet and temporary meaxnres have been taken to remody the situation, but the 
outlook must be regarded as unsatisfactory until permanent arrangemonta are 
made to release wheat to the poorer classes at a price comparable with that of 
other areax and within their means 

Tho Wheat Plan is begining to be better undorsteod, although effective 
co-operation on the part of the local Syrian Government officials is still lacking, 
a number of them haviog recently absented themselves from their ports on ono 
pretest or another. Purchasing, however, is proceeding and tho outlook ia 
regarded as satinfactory. 

h the commencement of the harvest the number of Uribeamen Crossing into 
Syria from Turkey is increasing and security ix becoming diffcalt to maintain. 
This thought likely that the Milli tribe may migrate into Syria. 


7, debet Druze. 

‘The situation remains calm, and, although certain 
members of the Atrash family continue to complain of alleged French 
with their rivals, both Soltan Pasha el Atrash and the Emir Hassan are 
aloof from local political activities. 


8. Alaouite Territory. 
No events of importance to report, 


9. Tribal. 

‘Shamirh—The general situation is quiet as the tribes settle down in their 
summer quarters. : 

Mohamed el Faraj, Sheikh of the Walda, has gone to Damascus charged with 
she uphill ark of calling from ‘the ‘Syrian “Government. te sum ‘of 
£Syr. 37,000 which was awarded to his tribe three months ago in settlement of 
the Fedaan-Waulda dispute. 

Jesirch—The crossing. into, the Jezireh of the Fedaan-Wulda. is now 
completed, and, although minor incidents have taken place, there have been.n0 
serivus clashes and tension bas begun to slacken. 

The danger of a dispute between the Shammar and Jabbour, to which 
reference was made in Summary No.9 (he 4th dune, 143), his ben averted and 
the Jabbour are now working peacefully on their summer cultivations, having 
now received reassarances from the Chief of the Iraqi Shammar that it is 
intended to maintain the peace. 

It is reported that the Hoybun (Kurdish Independent party) and the 
Dashnak (Armenian “* Federation '’ party) have resumed activity with future 
plans to work in collaboration. 


(24801) n4 


















































10. The Lebanon, es oe 

The Government is becoming increasingly disorganised, with the President 
attempting to win personal popularity, in view of the impending elections, by 
pig gtnric ergs preeitgphogh norte map coma el 
disgusted with the situation and disappointed by his failure to secure the transfer 
of wider powers to the Government and to obtain recognition of Lebanese 
independence by Egypt, Iraq. and the United States, is again threatening to 
resign 

"Sthe Lebanese Minister of Ravitaillement, Alfred Bey Skaf, has now 

returned from a visit to Cairo. He had less success in his attempts to get rice 
from Egypt than he had in Bagdad, and secured only # half-promise of an option 
on some of the autumn crop. 

Millom Kassim and his two sons, the bandits who have been making! a 
nuisance of themselves in the Bekaa, were arrested in Zablé on the 22nd June by 
the French $.S.0. and were bronght io Beirut pending their transfer to Palestine. 

‘The recent release from internment of Aref Nakad, a prominent Druze, has 
caused some excitement in Druze circles, as he beads a movement designed to 
unify the Druzes and the Sunni Moslems, and is therefore opposed by many 
orthodox Druzes. The release has also excited hopes that several other much more 
dangerous Druzes who are still interned will also be liberated, 

Mr. C. van Engert, United States Consul-General at Beirut, left on the 
21st June on transfer to Kabul. His departure will be keenly felt and his many 
services to the British army and community. will, long be remembered. with 
gratitude. 


11, Presy and Propaganda, ; 

‘The main news of the week has been Mr. Churchill's visit to the United 
States, which the press has interpreted ax indication of the imminonce of the 
opening of a second front, It is ax yet too early to judge the reaction of ovr set 
backs in Libya. 

The Wheat Plan has had a favourable press 

Mr. Churchill's visit to the United States is depicted by the onemy wireless 
‘as a gesture of despair. The Free Arab Station continues to exhort the popula: 
tion to frustrate the Wheat Schome, and alleges that the sum of 2 million fr 
thas been stolen from the Syrian Treasury by General Catroux and sent to General 
de Gaulle. 


(1B 4114/207/89) No, 62. 
Weekly Political Summary No, 14, Syria and the Lebanon—(Received July 16) 


1. General, 

WITH the halting of the German advance west of Alexandria there bas 
been i slight recovery ii public motale, which in places had been tending towards 
hiya Tt remains a fact, however, that confidence im Allied. victory—and 
consequently British prestige—which had been steadily growing prior to the fall 
of Tobruk, bas been severely abaken 

Tn geeral, there has been much less gloating over Allied discomfiture than 
might have been expected; on the contrary, a surprising amount of pro-Allied 
aympathy has been expressed, sometimes in unexpected quarters Among a 
poptlation in whom the necessity of fawning on the strong is ingrained, this is 
probably due not so much to real political sympathies as to a preference for the 
devil 1 w» fear of the unknown. 

it fact that has emerged from the recent weeks of strain 

is that the Syrian Nationalists, as a whole, have not shown signs of jubilation 
over the prospect of Axis liberation.” The feeling amoug Nationalist leaders 
that they areé soon de for a political innings under the Allies has no doubt 
contributed to this result. te 

‘The Libyan crisis has once more confirmed the presence of ‘bad ” areas in 
the Levant, notably Homs and Hama and, to a less extent, Tripoli, where popular 
reactions have been least favourable towards the Allies.” Yet it cannot be said 
that public security has been seriously threatened anywhere, or that it is likely 
to be unless the Axis threat becomes imminent, In Tripoli and Damascus a few 
notices have appeared inciting Moslems to rise. Certain unimportant individuals 
who have tried to stir up anti-Allied sentiment, chiefly by rumour-mongering, 
have been arrested in Aleppo, and similar action in Homs and Tripoli is under 
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consideration. In addition, flag marches by Allied troops, which can be counted 
‘on. to produce a steadying effect, have been arranged in several areas. 

In Syria, as in the Lebanon, overt political activity, which until. recently 
had been encouraged by the talk of elections, has temporarily ceased. As a result 
of further joint enquiry, it was established beyond doubt that Jamil Mardan 
took advantage of his visit to Nahas Pasha in Egypt to start, on his return 
dangerous, political intrigue. He has been invited to retire to is house in the 

on for 9 period, and a communign, agreed between General Catroux and 
General Spears, has been published in the press designed to show Allied solidarity 
and to discourage local politicians from fishing in tronbled waters 


2 Wheat. 


Although pr has been made in most areas, the Wheat Organisation 
continues to face the grave difficulties outlined in last week's Summary. Chief 
among these is the effect of the Libyan campaign in creating alarm and 
encouraging the already widespread tendency among growers to hoard, through 
motives of fear or greed With a view to overvoming the opposition of large 
landowners, who are naturally inclined to take their line from important land. 
‘owning members of the Government, a joint note has been addressed to the Syri 
Minister for Foreign Affairs by General Catroux and His Majesty's Minist 
calling attention to the seriousness of the situation and the importance of showi 
as much energy’ as possible in the prosecution of the plan, 

On his recent visit to Homs and Hava the Prime Minister himself, it is 
Teforted, ook eccason to encourage local opposition to the scheme, and frther 
steps to meet this situation are being considered, 

‘The bani maximum price of best quality wheat has been fixed at £8. 260 0 
ton, delivered into stores at Aleppo, Homs, Hama and Damascus, Since very 
little of the wheat is of this highest quality, and since cost of transport, which 
is undertaken by 0.C.P., is deducted from the price pid to the grower, the latter 
probably rarely receives. more than £8,250 to. £8 320, 

The present Syrian price is higher than in Palestine or Iraq, but much lower 
than in Turkey, where itis reported that prices in the neighbourhood of £8. 1,000 
are still being offered on the biack market. Smuggling from Syria into Turkey 

from Iraq into Turkey through Syria is likely to become a problem, and the 
attention of the frontier authorities hiss been drawn to the necessity of exervising 
‘8 close control 


3. Currency and Gold. 
On the 26th 


‘The poor respons to this offer. which in, normal times would have been 
lered extremely attractive by the public, is. yet another proof of the Inck 
Of confidence in the Allied cause which the events in Egypt have engendered bere. 


Further evidence is provided hy that most sensitive barometer of public confidence, 
the price of gold. This has followed from day to day and almost hourly: the 
fortunes of our forces in Libya and Earn tho price rising with our reverses and 
falling as soon as the news became Alightly more hopeful. In fact, the communi- 
cations of the Beirut gold market with Egypt seem to be so efficient that changes 
in the price of gold very often forestall the receipt of olfical nove hee 

‘The price of the sovereign in Beirut, which had been for some time hovering 
between £5.39 and 40, had risen by the 2nd July to £8.49-50. By the ‘morning 
of the 4th July it had popped to ES. 43-50, but rose that evening to £8.46-50 
dropping again on the 7th Jnl to ES, 44-80. These recent rises do not represent 
ae alitime igh for on. the Lith Apri, 1940, £8. 50-30 was touched: but 
since riod (w! rance was collapsing) nothing approachit Is 
Of the last few days had been attained,” P'S) P&thing approaching: the level 


4. Syria: Damascus. 
A low point in public morale was reached during the week, when the belief 
became general that the Germans were soon to enter the city. and rumours of the 


‘imminent return of Hajj Amin Husseini, Rashid Ali and other Arab" patriots ” 
were rife, Several Ministers called oa the Political Officer to be tease 



























































Tn many Syrian circles it is fashionable to be pro-German, but the tendency 
to rejoice tn Allied dacomiture was noticeably wasifed by fear asthe German 
armed threat developed. One or two of the moriband pro-Axis movements have 
own sigue of life aud are belog closely watched by the Prench . 

‘The German advance was brought forcibly home to the people of the capital 
by a flight over Damascus af enemy aitcraft (probably one machine ® still uncon 
firmed) in the early hours of the Ist July and the dropping of pamphlets. As 
propaganda, the pamphlets, which depicted the destruction of British em power 
Were of doubtful value, but ax proof of the fact that the enemy was “at the 
gates” their effect was great. The news of the raid" spread rapidly throughout 
the country and was much exaggerated. 

‘The Minister of Youth and Propaganda has given out that he has taken 
cover the whole movement of Boy Seouts in Syria, which elaims to embrace 15,000 
boys of all religions. ‘This abrupt action has elicited a protest to the Political 
Officer by the leaders of the Scout movement, who claim that by their charter 
they are forbidden to put themselves tinder the control of, or to accept subsidies 
from, a Government. ‘The Political Officer has pointed out to General Collet that 
such ction may result-in breaking up useful movement and may also, in view 
of Dr, Munir Ajlani’s past record, infect the movement with Fascist tendet 
‘Tho matter is now under consideration. 5 

The Syrian Government has appointed as Minister of Education Khalil Bey 
Mardam, who has no political past, but ix greatly respected in Damascus for his 
‘wealth, literary gifts and upright character. 


5. Aleppo. 

Norvousnem over’ the military situation in Egypt continues, although 
confidence has been somewhat restored now that the Axis advance has been 
checked, ‘The fall of Sebastopol had been long expected, and has provoked po 
reaction, The security situation is being carefully watched, bat there are so fur 
no signs of hostile activity on the part of any political leaders, The situation is, 
however, militating against the success of the Wheat Plan, and supplies are 
coming in very slowly, 2 

‘There ard signs that the friendship between Jamil Mardam and Saadallah 
Jabei in inducing the Nationalist adherents of Dr. Hassan Fouad Tbrahim Pasha 
and Dr, Kayati to seok closer contact with the Jabris: none of them want to be 
left out of any Nationalist Government that may be planned, ‘The new Mobafex 
is getting very little support from the Natio 

‘The presence in Aleppo of 90 ndred Greek refugees is creating 
‘x difficult problem for the authorities, and it ix becoming urgently necessary to 
transfer them elsewhere, 


6, Homs and Hama. 

‘There is a marked deterioration in the general atmosphere in this area, which 
is particularly. sensitive to enemy influence. Recent events in Egypt bave 
delivered a serious blow to Allied prestige. and this has been expldited by: foal 
pto-Axis\ propagandists and rumour-mongers. Events are being anxiously 
‘watched by the Christians, and apprehension is also visible amongst Moslems, 
who are now realising that a German occupation might not_be an unmixed 
blessing. A certain fear of being associated with Allied officers is also noticeable 
The banned Parti Populaire syrien has held a secret meeting, attended by some 
fifty members, at which confidence in a German victory was expressed 

‘The situation is also being exploited by the opponents of the Wheat Plan to 
hinder the collection of grain 


7. Jebel Druze, 

Following: the Axis advanee into Egypt, many rumours are in circulation 
in Soueida, notably that the return of the Vichy French is imminent, People 
from the country districts, however, seem to be little affected and are showing a 
surprising sense of proportion about the 

‘The Emir Hassan has now left Soueida after spending a week in the Jebel 
His visit caused no incidents, although he coatinues to complain of alleged French 
intrigue against his family. 


& Alaouite Territory. 


‘The general atmosphere in this area is reassuring. The Alaouite chiefs are 
maintaining a loyal and sympathetic attitude towards events, and are not 
considered likely to embarrass ts in an emergency. A possible exception about 
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whom some misgivings might be felt is Suliman Murshid. ‘There have been. 
umber of complaints, in ome cases not unfounded, about acts of brigandage 
committed by his agents and about the impossibility of obtaining justice 
disputes with him. “He is not, however, thought to be contemplating at 
moment any action likely to cause a serious breach of security 

The Moslem leaders, if tactfully handled, may be expected to keep order 
amongst their followers. 

On the other hand, there is continual friction between the French Délégué 
and the local Syrian authorities, who are irritated by what is considered the 
unwarrantable interference of the Délégué and the 8.S/0s. in the purely internal 
affairs of the Administration. This situation is being closely watched. 


9, Euphrates and Jezireh 

The enemy advance into Egypt has shaken civilian morale and there is much 
gusiety over the outcome of the operations im progres: There have, however 
been no serious incidents, nor are there any indications that a German success 
would be welcomed, The Chief of Police at Deir ex Zor, who has chosen this 
moment to apply for three weeks’ leave on urgent private affairs, reports that 
all wireless sets throughout the area are now tuned in constantly to. Angora 

An Anglo-French Commission of two members (General Serres and Colonel 
Stirling) is now investigating the recent incident at Tell Habou. Three of the 
tribesmen concerned in the attack on the Gardes Mobiles, out of whieh the affair 
arose, have been arrested in Turkey, and a request for their extradition has been 
made to the Turkish authorities, 

Progress with the Wheat Scheme continues to be slow owing to. administrative 
difficultios, but prospects on the whole are considered 

The new bridge across the Euphrates, which was officially opened on the 

x July in the presence of British, French and Syrian representatives, is likely 

to have a far-reaching effect on communications in this region by diverting from 
Deir ex Zor u large part of the traffic between the Northern Jezireh, nud therefore 
Mosul, and the rest of Syria 


10. Tribal 
No major tribal incidents have been reported, the more important eurront 


disputes having been settled by arbitration, An undercurrent of  ill-feoling 

raists, however, in some cases, expecially in regard to the recently settled Sha’ 
Muwalli-Hadidiyin dispate, where the solution arrived at hax not given real 
satisfaction to either side. 

Recent events in North Africa have made little impression upon the 
individual Bed, but deir significance is appreciated by their leaders,” Worthy 
of record ix the declaration of loyalty to. the Allies and offers of service and 
assistance which have been made by the Exair Fawwaz Shallan, who, following 
the death of his grandfather, the late Emir Nori Shaalan; which took place on 
the 1st July, is now paramount chief of the Ruwallah tribe and leader of the 
important Dhana Muslim Group, The Emir Fawwaz has much influence over 
his tribe, whose affairs he has handled skilfully for the last six years, and his 
‘succession is unlikely to be contested. The funcral of the late Emir Nuri was 
attended by Geveral Catroux and General Collet in person, and by representatives 
of the general officer cominanding and His Majesty's Minister, 

A similar offer of service has also been received from Jaladet Bedir Khan, 


the most respected feudal leader of the Kurde in Syria. 
11, Frontier Relations. 


Aleppo Procince.—A triendly atmosphere prevails. ‘The Vali of Antioch i 
Aleppo on the oth July to return unoficial calle by the Délégue and the 


Political Officer. He also intends to visit Beirut and Latiakia, This will, it is 
understood, be the first visit to Syria of a Turkish frontier official of importance 
during the last three years. 

Euphrates Province—Here the situation is less satisfactory. An attack is 
rey to have been made on the 28th June on the village of Ziaret by some 
Afty Turkih soiers armed with machine guns, who stole lieatok, Inte houses 
and took away: an alleged Turkish deserter. ‘A strong protest has been lod 
with the Turkish authorities and the incident is being Invest = ag 2] 


12. The Lebanon. 


The war news from Libya pushed all other interests into the background 
during the past week. It was interesting to note that even those citcles who are 


















































wnerally believed! to be pro-Axis displayed no enthusiasm at the prospect of a 
Ferman occupation, when their quick imaginations and the spread of alarmist 
rumours led them to believe that this might be imminent. Ik is clear that, for.a 
hundred Moslems who admire Hitler from a distauce, hardly one longs to be 
under his direct domination. 

President Naccache made a somewhat feeble attempt to rehabilitate himself 
with General Catroux by ordering a requiem mass on the 6th July for the 
Free French who fell at Bir Hakim, having previously addressed a telegram of 
congratulation to G showing in this battle. 

Press reports state that the Lebanese Government has agreed on the terms 
of the tax on war profits, but the relevant legislation has not yet appeared 

‘The press also states that the new Polish representative at Beirut is to have 
the rank of minister; he will thus be second minister to be appointed. ‘The 
Belgian Chargé d' Affaires has not yet arrived. 

"About 200 Free French refugees from Cairo arrived in Beirut on the 5th July. 
All movements of refugees to Egypt have. not unnaturally. been stopped, and the 
750 Greek refugees still remaining at Souk el-Gharb cannot therefore be moved on. 


13. Presr and Propaganda, 

‘Throughout the week the local press bas made valiant efforts to assuage the 
fears of the population ax regards military events in Egypt, and has faithfully 
presented the position in its most favourable light. The occasion has been taken 
1o publish severn! articles expressing fidelity to the Allies 

In the economic field, the press continbes to praise the efforts of the Wheat 
Office, but almost every paper has expressed indignation at the disregard of 
authority for enforcing the food tarifts. 

‘Enemy Arab broadcasters have naturally concentrated on Egypt, and Syrian 
and Lebanese affairs were passed over practically without comment. 


uly 8, 1042. 
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Weekly Politica Summary No. \s—Syria and the Lebanon, July 1b, 1942— 
(Received in Foreign Office, July 23) 


1, General, 

ALTHOUGH public confidence bas been deeply shaken by the events of the 
last fow weeks, belief ix gaining ground that the Allies will succeed in keeping 
the Axia forces at a distance and thus prevent the Levant from coming directly 
into the orbit of the war. (The Lebanon and parts of Syria have never forgotten 
the terrible famine that occurred during the last war.) Political activity remains: 
wubdued, in an atmosphere that is at once uneasy and expectant, Alarmist 
rumours continue to be prevalent. 


2 Wheat, 

The O.C.P. (Office des Céréales Panifiables) is still contending with, the 
major difficulties described in last week's Summary. Progress has been made in 
some districts, but the wheat is still coming in at a disappointingly slow rate. 
The effect of the Libyan campaign continues to be seen in the absence of publio 
confidence in the Wheat Scheme and the Ravitaillement Services. In particular, 
the non-producing public's time-honoured custom of purchasing and hoarding 
ite annual requirements in the summer is tending to drive up the black, market 
prices and to encourage internal contraband. ‘The French and British authorities, 

ther with the Syrian Administration, are examining possible measures to 
assist the Wheat Scheme throngh this difficult and perhaps critical period. 


3. Syria: Damascus. 

‘The joint Franco-British action taken to counteract rumours arising out of 
Jamil Mardam’s visit to Egypt (reference last week's Summary) has pleased 
General Collet, The Taj ed-Din Government. also feel much reassured and 
“moderate ” elements have assumed that the British are not, after all, planning 
an immediate return to power of the Nationalists, It is interesting to note that 
‘Jamil Mardam's supporters, despite their alleged strength, have not so far reacted 
in any significant manner. 
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Encouraged by the stabilisation of the situation in Egypt, and desiring to 
profit by what they regard as a set-back for Jamil, Mardam, soine leaders of the 
Shabbandarist party have called on the Political Officer with protestations of 
friendship. 

Asstrike, which began on the 12th July by a partial closing of the bazaars and 
was later extended, without, however, becoming general, is still in progress 
Ostensibly a’ movement against the undoubtedly bad quality of the bread (the 
responsibility of the local Ravitaillement), its underlying motives are. reported 
to be:— 


(a) Rumours that wheat is being sent to the Lebanon and to the British army. 

(0) Resentment atthe new income tax and agricultural tax, and at the 
refusal of permits to export vegetables to Palestine 

(0) An indirect attack on the Government. 


In all probability the real cause of the strike has been the action of dissatisfied 
merchants, 

Up to the present there have been no disorders, and the Syrian Government 
are seeking ways and means of reassuring dissatisfied elements, The latest 
information indicates that the situation has considerably eased, and it is under. 
stood. that General Collet is making certain recommendations to, improve the 
working of the local Ravitaillement, 

‘The question of the local Boy Scout Movement, over which the Syrian 
Government are attempting to obtain direct control, has not yet been settled and 
its solution is complicated by the unfavourable antecedents of some members of 
the proposed new commits. It seems protable tht a compromise will be found 
ty General Colle, whereby. committee would be appointed by the Minister of 
Education to supervise the Scouts in a general vay, Feaving the actoal manage 
ment of the movement to selected scoutmasters. Meanwhile, there is a tendency 
for the movement to break up, and this is having an adverse effect on the ARB. 
service. 


4. Aleppo, 

Confidence in the war situation bas been somewhat restored by the stund in 
Egypt, and, although hostile talk and alarmist rumour are still prevalent, they 
have been checked by the arrest, onthe 4th July of seven journalists and pro-Axis 
pr ints 

re is much nervousness over the supply position, as wheat purchases are 
still small, the only: arrivals of importance being from the Euphrates, and 0 
stock for Aleppo bare yet been built up. Opposition tothe Wheat Plan continnes 
to be strong. 

‘The action taken agains, intriguers oo tehalf of Jamil Mardam he reduced 
his following in this area, although any news from Saadallah sJabri, who has 
joine him th the Letunen, is eager dius. ‘The clearage in the Sabri clan 
has become more marked, and Thsan and Sandeddino are thought to be the loaders 
‘of that section of the family which must be regarded as ppro-Axis 


8. Home and Hama, 


‘There bas been a movement to close the shops in Home, but no disorders have 
been reported. 


6. Jebel Druze 

The military situation has given rise to a certain amount of defeatist talk in 
Saweida, bat nowhere is there any general conviction that an Allied withdrawal 
1s likely 

"The latent cleavages in this area have, however. widened, and the antagonism 
existing on the one hand between the Atrashes and the Free French, and on the 
other between the former and their local oppenents, has been aggravated. ‘The 
Halabi faction, notably, have been seeking to avail themselves of this opportunity 
to improve their position. The fact that Mohamed Pasha Tzzeddine el-Ealabi 
hag secured appotatment as inspector of the three, Wheat, Commissions in the 
Jebel should help to keep him quiet 


7. Alaowite Territory. 


‘There are no political events of importance to record, but relations between 
the Free French and the looal authorities remain difficult ila 
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‘The general situation continues satisfactory, with no indications of serious 
alarm or expressions of pro-Axis feeling, although the attitude towards the Allies 
is somewhat more critical than formerly. 

‘The extension to this territory of the destruction of hashish crops, which is 
being undertaken in other parts of the country, is now being considered. It will, 
however, be difficult to effect thoroughly and impartially in the Alaouite 
motintains, and the possible political consequences of such action and its effect on 
security must be taken into account. 


8, Euphrates and Jesireh. 

‘The Franco-British Commission on the Tell Haboo aflair and the reprisals 
which followed has concluded its work and its findings are now being considered, 

At Deir ex Zor the supply situation is still disquieting. A subsidy scbeme 
has been elaborated for the distribution of bread to the poor and middle classes 
‘on @ ration basis at special prices, and was due to become operative on the 
16th July, but financial sanction has been delayed by the Syrian Government. It 
is considered essential, if @ recrudescence of disturbances is to be avoided, that 
the scheme shoald come into force without delay. ; 

Measures necessary for assuring the adequate arming of the Assyrians for 
self-protection are being considered by the British and French authorities at 
Deir ex Zor, As an ep, an exami is being made to determine the 
number of able-bodied men in each settlement and the number and condition of 
their arms. 


0 Tribal. 

Shamirh—Only minor incidents have been reported, and the position 
enerilly is regarded as more reassuring than it has been for some time past, 
‘ithough, ax long as the wheat remains on the threshing floors, the possibility of 
tribal raids out of which there is always the danger of serious clases arising, 
cannot be dverleoked. The passage of the Sba'a into the Mamurah throug) 
Mawalli-Hadidiyin lands has taken place without untoward incident, though 
feeling between these tribes continues to run high, in spite of the recent settlement. 

Unusual enterprise is shown in the request’ made by Bedoain chiefs, under 
the Aleppo Bedouin Control, for the foundation of a tribal boarding school, to be 
exclusive to the sons of sheikhs and tribal notables. The Bedonin Control has 
alto been asked (o provide eight tutors to accompany the tribes on smigration. 
Provided the tutors are carefully selected, and the scheme asa whole is developed 
‘along sound lines, it should be advantageous both to the authorities and to the 
tribes. 

‘Jezireh—It is reported that the Braij and Alyan sections of the Shammar 
have returned to Syria from Iraq and appear to have transferred their allegiance 
to Sheikh Daham el-Hadi, of the Syrian Shammar. 


10, Frontier. 

Aleppo—A Turkish ‘patrol crossed inadvertently into Syria near Azaz on 
the Sth July and was arrested by the French. As on a similar occasion recently 
‘a British patrol was released by the Turks, it is not intended to detain this patrol 
as a bargaining counter for some British other ranks who crossed. the frontier 
recently in the deaireh nnd who have not yet been released, 

‘The Vali of Antioch came to Aleppo on the th July and met the Délégué. 

yestions of frontier passes and smuggling were discussed, and also the old 
claim for the return of the notorious brigand, Ali Bagi. The V: called on 
the Political Officer, He had no troubles to air and later left for Beirut, proposing 
to return via Lattakia, 

Euphrates—The incident at Zinrit referred to in last week's Summary is 
being investigated by the Turkish kaimakam concerned. There are a crop of 
tmncoufirmed reports and rumours of increasing numbers of Germans, military 
and civitian, across the frontier. 


11, Lebanon. 


most politicians are 
‘scattered in the various hill resorts, is likely to remain quiescent, at least until a 
definite announcement of elections is made. The French Délégué, M. David, 








appears to have been assiduously spreading the belief that the idea of elections 
has been given up, at least for the time being. 

The one political subject which continues to be discussed at all times and in 
all circles is the incompetence of the Lebanese President and of his Government, 
examples of which are quoted on all sides. If and when the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs resigns (as he is still thinking of doing in the near future), it is possible 
that popular discontent with the Government will focus on some issue or other 
and force the Government to resign; though the summer inertia, which is always 
very markedly evident in the Lebanon, may well enable the Government to hang 
on if no particular internal crisis develops 

The Beirut lawyers have been on strike for the past week because the Finance 
Ministry decided to cancel certain concessions hitherto made to them in, the 
application of the " temmetta" (professional) tax. Latest indication are that 
the President proposes to knuckle under and restore the concession, a typical 
example of his weakness in the face of opposition, 

further 500 Greeks recently expelled from Turkey are now being installed 
at Souk el-Gharb, bringing the total number there to about 1,300, with some 
Inindreds more to come 

‘The Persian Consul-General has been transferred by his Government to 
Tebran, and the Traqi Consul General, who is Inghly co-operative although 
slightly suspect in some circles, becomes doyen of the Consular Corps in his stead, 


12. Press and Propaganda. 

‘The press gave a heartfelt sigh of relief at the check of the German advance 
in Egypt, and took the occasion to extol the merits of the British, General Auchin 
eck coming to for a specially lange meed of praise, Arab fidlity to the Allied 
cause was stoutly reaffirmed 

Several papers launched an attack on the rumour-mongers of the Beirut 
Stock Exchange, who were rightly accused of deliberately creating a panic for 
the purpose of filling their own pockets. As is usual in local affairs, the moat 
interesting comments came from the censored portions of the press, from which 
it can be gathered that there isa great deal of opposition to the decision of the 
Lebanese Government to impose a tax on war profits, on the grounds that such 1 
measure is unfair to the honest merchant. Also, there is still an undercurrent of 
speculation as to the time and suitability of general elections in the Lebanion, and 
a good deal of grumbling in the all-important matter of food supply. mainly 
directed at the scarcity and high price of flour. . 

Enemy broadcasters continued loudly to. trumpet Rommel's successes, both 
real and imaginary, and to etree the consequent alarm felt by pro-British rulers 
of Arab countries i 
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Weekly Political Summary No. 16: Syria and the Lebanon.—(Received July 30,) 
(Seoret,) 


1, General. 


DESPITE the news of German advances in Russia, there has been a further 
increase of confidence in the milita tion, As is normal at the season of 
ther and harvesting. political activity hax been slight. 

The burning question in both States is still that of wheat. In the urban 
and non- producing areas latent public anxiety over the supply and price of bread 
has flared up as a result. of the shorteomings and rank inefficioucies of the 
Ravitaillement. services. Closely following the shutting of shops in Damascns 
last. week, a very, complete strike took place in Beirut, snd movements of protest 

iso reported from other towns. The demonstrations in Beirnt were most 
efficiently organised—by whom it has not possible to. determine—and 
started asa protest against the price of bread, idly developed into a 
political agitation against the all-round incompetence of the Government, 


2 Wheat, 


vee cine etn on salsa sain he Haat at tae aot 
n sporadic. Steps are being taken to atrengthen the external tyattisation 
with a view to obtafning a regular rhythm of supplies from all areas in propor. 
Ton to the allocations made to them ce Cas 















































‘Damaseus—Although the strike of shops repdrted in last week's Samimary 
was brought to at end on the 14th July, after a delegation of merchants had 
received assurances and promises from the President, the situation remains far 
from satisfactory. Events have made the landowners of the Damascus area 
unwilling to co-operate in the Wheat Scheme; the reputation of the President 
and the Government has sunk very low; and the town is full of rumours, 
apprehensions and complaints. If some improvement is uot forthcoming. 
particularly in the Ravitaillement Service, further troubles are likely to 
engineered by dissatisfied elements against the Government 

Attempts are still being made to settle, by compromise. the dispate over the 
fature control of the Scout Movement, Tt appears probable. however, that no 
solution will be found snd that the scouts belonging to schools (numbering. over 
80 per cent. of the total of some 15,000) will be transferred back to the supervision 
of the Ministry of Education, retaining their international affiliation. ‘The other 
onganimitions may be dissolved. 

‘The Anti-Pascist League lield a series of meetings in Damascus daring the 
week-end the 11th-13th July. Speeches were made in praise of the Allies, and 
especially of Rassia, since many of the members are Communisis, and in condem- 
nation of the Axis and its ideology. Resolutions were drawn up and submitted 
to the Syrian Government pressing for a clean-up of the ffth-column elements in 
Syria, but they remained ananswered. 

The Fourteenth of July celebrations this year were the occasion of special 
enthusiasm onthe part of the French community, which contrasted with the 
rather subdued and “frustrated "* attitude common during the last year or more 
‘The opportune visit of General Lagentithomme and his infectious opdimism added 
to the zest and tended to do away with the multitude of misgivings lurking in the 
minds of the less robust Free Frenchmen, As a result, signs of renewed Franco. 
British cordiality have been apparent: 


‘area has remained quiet; bread has been obtainable and the war 
remains at a distance, Reports of dinturbances elsewhere have not proved 
infectious, An yet, however, no important wheat reserves have been accumulated. 

The Wheat Scheme continues to make progress. Following a recent speech 
by the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs attacking its opponents, six leading 

‘ationaliat landowners called on the Political Officer to protest their support for 
the scheme, certain axpects of which, however, they strongly criticised, 

‘The Fourteonth of July celebrations were successful, bat it is noteworthy th 
two leading ex-Ministers, Mohammed Khalil Moudarres and Dr. Abdulrahman 
Knyali, hitherto rivals, who are moderate Nationalists, absented Uhemselves as 
fa geaturo of protest against continued Ereneh support of the Taj ed Din Govern 
ment, Their action is believed to have been inspired from Damascus. 


‘5, Home and Hama, 
‘The souks were closed for two days in Homs as a protest against the Govern: 
ment’s failure to tackle seriously the severe malaria epidemic from which the 
‘suffering asa result of dilatoriness in carrying out drainage and 
tation schemes, Arrangements have been made for # British anti-mataria 
Unit to wisi the town twice weskly (with the maximum of publicity), and 
meanwhile the British Medical Officer is grappling with the problem, but ix 
ea by shortage of medical soppliee 
‘ourteenth of July celebrations were well attended. ee ‘no particular 
cathusiasin was shown. ‘The population is very critical of the Goverament and 
the ‘Allien, "The general lowerrnge of morale which resalted from our recent 
reverses in North Africa was particularly marked in this always unsatisfactory 
‘aren, whete any news or rumour detrimental to the Allies easily gains credence, 
‘While favourable news is al once criticised and counteracted. 
Tn this aren also the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs’ recent speech 
attach the attitade of the wealthy landowners towards the Wheat Scheme has 
rovoked criticism, and on the 17th July a deputation of notables waited os, the 
Titieal Oficer to protest against it. They also sent a telegram of protest to 
His Majesty's Minister. 


6. Jebel Druze. 
Reports from this area have been delayed en route. 
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1%. Alaouite Territory. 

Though there are no positive political developments, signs are not Jacking 

of a slowly increasing uneasiness in this ttribatable fess to recent events 

pt than to a progressive diminution of faith in the present administrative 

inety and personnel and in the Government's will or ability to enforce 

justice. "The high-bandedness and prrete hid, which are 

a challenge to iowards this state 

‘of mind, It is not consid there is any threat to security at present, bat 
the situation which is developing is being carefully watched 


iphrates and Jezireh 

There have been no outstanding incidents. Anxiety about the progress of 
the war has decreased and the Wheat Scheme is again absorbing the interest of 
the population. The Fourteenth of July was celebrated ina friendly atmosphere 
by civil and military ceremonies and reviews 

The Ssrian administration in the Jezireh is becoming increasingly confused 
and ineffectual owing to the absenco of central direction, ‘There has been no 
Mohafee in this area for over a mouth, and a number of Kaza officials have 
been absent from their posts. Some have now returned, but the nou-co-operative 
attitude of the French special service officers is tending to impair the adminis 
tration still further, and it is not surprising that against this background it is 
proving difficult to find « candidate for the post of Mohnfez. This, unfortunate 
Kate of affairs is impeding the progress of the Wheat Scheme. 


% Tribal. 

Shamich—Tho Syrian tribes as a whole are ina leva turbulent framo of mind 
than for some time past, although minor incidents continue to aceite, stimulates 
by the unsettled outlook brought about by the proximity of the war, At the 
present moment, the temptation to Tob the threshing floors of the #oini-wdentary 
and settled tribes ia causing thieving raids 

Jezireh-—The repercussions of the Bow Hamdan incident bave ow largely 
died away, and the Sheikh of the Baggara Zor appear to be satisfied with tho 
‘assurances of the Cominimion of Enquiry that they will receive full compensation 
for looted or damaged property. 

Tn Summary No, 10 of the 11th June, 1942, it wax reported that a state of 
tension existed between the Shammar and the Miran (Kurds), but it would now 

remerwhat exaggerated view af vortal tribal 

raids. There are, however, indications that the already powerful Sheikh Dabatn 
€1-Hadi, of the Syrian Shammar, is seeking, to. profit by dissensions amongst the 
Miran to gain Kurdi of extending his influence over the 
entire Duck's Bill attitu ie his 
correct, the extension of his already considerable influence in thie area may have 
dinquicting cotsequerioes 

‘An onthreak of smallpox has been reported amone the Shammar, ‘The local 
medical authorities are taking measures to prevent ite spread, 


10, Frontier Relatio 

West —Following the recent visit of the Vali of Antioch, reported in last 
week's Summary, there have been renewed rumours that the Aleppo area is to be 
handed over to Turkey—a prospect which is viewed with al 

‘Small amounts of grain are reported to be moving over the frontier. 

‘Fast —An apology bas been received from the Turkish authorities for the 
incident at Ziarel, referred to in previous Summariog, but no restitution of, or 
compensation for the stolen property has been made, No further incidents have 
been reported. 

‘There is evidence that wheat and other commodities from Iraq are being 
cmuggied through the Duck's Bill in transit to Turkey, and an increase in arms 
trafic is also reported. The Traqi authorities are being: requested to exercise a 


‘stricter control. 


11. Lebanon . 

On the 16th July, without warning, a well-organised strike took place, in 
Beirnt. Ail shops were closed and transport services ceased. On the first day 
there were demonstrations by youths, and rioting occarred in the centre of the 
town, in the course of which the police used their firearms, fortunately without 
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hurting anyone. ‘There were no disorders after the first day, and trams and 
taxis were running again on the 17th July. The shops graduall ned of 
the following day and by the morning of the 19th all was again 
Tt is not yet clear who was responsible for the strike, but to some extent 
undoubtedly it was a spontaneous ebullition of feeling. The most immediate and 
widespread cause of discontent was the failure of the inefictent Lebanese Supply 
Servive to distribute flour for over five weeks, with the result that black-market 
prices had risen to an impossible figure. Tn addition, the commercial community 
‘was exercised at the impending imposition of a War Profits Tax with retroactive 
effect, the terms of which had leaked out and were considered unfair 
‘A distribution of flour was hastily organised on the 17th July, and it is 
norally thought that the War Profits Tax is now a dead letter. The immediate 
Fauses of the strike are thus removed, but the underlying contempt for the 
bansse President and for his spineless and inefficient Government remains. 
‘Trouble is thereforn liable to break out again at any time on some other issue 
unless and until a more generally acceptable Government comes into. pawer. 
‘A Belgian Chargé d'Afiaires, the second diplomatic representative to be 
od to the States, has arrived. The highly suspect Swiss Consul has at Inst 
placed! by a carver vice-consul who is known to be very pro-British. A. new 
Polish representative, with the rank of Minister, has also been appointed, 
‘The Fourteenth of July was widely celebrated throughout the Lebanon, 
tho Free French seom to have teen pleased with the co-opers 
from the British authorities on the oceasion. 


12, Press and Propaganda. 
‘The predominant theme throughout both the French and the Arabic press 
ha beet the unsatisfactory economic situation. Criticiem has been unastually 
outspoken, and clude direct domands to the Government to 
alleviate an 
mndch attenthon beng devoted to the Russian theatre, where the enemy 
a making his last desperate effort to. stave. off inevitable 
Fourteonth of July celebrations were well reported 
‘Aftor a short period, during which the Levant received scant attention 
onemy propaganda hax ronowed ita attack on the Wheat Plan, and sensational 
desriptions of demonstrations throughout the country by hungry crowds have 
heen, broaulenst 


July 22, 1942. 
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Weekly Political Summary (No. 17), The Lebanon— (Received in 
Foreign Office August 7) 
Gonerat 
THE mnin event of the week hax heen the fall of the Lebwuese Gs 
ly. Tue final distintogration was hastened by its incapacity to deal 
supply situation. A new Government has been formed under 


By tho 220d July it had become clear that another strike in Beirut was 
impending, and might this time be accompanied by deputation and demonst 
tious from the three Lebanese provinces which produce no wheat, as the 
distribution made by the Rayitaillement during the proviows week ‘had not 
reached them. 

Faced by this crisis, the Lebanese Government promptly disintegrated. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs had already resigned. ‘The Minister of Ravitaille 
ment threw his hand in on the morning of the 22nd July. ‘The remainder of the 
Ministers followed after the Prime Minister had returned from an 
undignified and fruitless dash to Damascus to beg for larger supplies of wheat 
from Syria. 

"The fall of the Government was generally wekomed in Beirut, Tripoli and 
elsewhere, but the disillusioned population had little hope that its successor, 
‘whatever its composition, would improve the supply position unless British control 
‘Over the ravitaillement, for which there has for many months been a general 
demand, were instituted. 


15 


General Catroux-and President Naceache at once began consultations for 
the formation of a new Government. Their first idea was to chowie a Ministry 
composed of equal numbers of representatives of the two principal political parties 
those of Emile Eddé and Béchara el-Khoury, The former, however, soon decided 
not to participate in any ealition Government, while the 
obviously unacceptable conditions as the price of its participatio 
was therefore abandoned in favont of a Ministry of neutrals,” who belonged 
to neither party. Steps were at once taken to make it clear in all quarters that 
the British authorities, who would in all prebability be called upon by the new 
Government for support in solving the many urgent problems confronting. it, 
notably that of whent, were not prepared to aflord such support unless previously 
consulted on the composition of tbe Ministry 

he Free uth despite requests for information, failed. to 
keep His Maj ation informed as to the progress of negotiations (full 
reports of which, however, reached the Political Officer from the Lebanesn side), 
President Nacenche, feeling himself once again between 
anvil, disclosed to the Political Officer the list of candid 
he:had finally ngroed with General Catronx, and asked whether the British 
authorities had objections to any of these catididates. The list contained four 
of the weakest members of the ouioing Ministry. inclading Ahmed el-Assad, who 
had recently made-a determined attempt to dofent the operation of the wheat plan 
in his district. Objection wax accordingly made to this mau and to two of the 
remainder. 

Sami Bey Solh, a cousin of the better-known Rindh Solh, was finally charged 
with the formation of a Ministry, and at once took xteps to ascertain that he 
would be peroually acceptable to the British. Reassured on thir point, he 
embarked on the formation of n Ministry, but foand himself in an unenvinble 
Position in view of the refural of several persons to participate except on 
tunaceeptable tert aud by the objections to other fuitatle_ persons formulated 
either by the French or by the Prosident, in addition to our awn objectiotin. He 
finally produced, on the evening of the 27th July, the following lint 


Sami Bey Solh (Prime Minister, Finance, Supply, Commerce and 
Mondiueeey, (Sunni) . 2 aa 
Musa Naminur (Vice-President, Interior. Poste and ‘Telographe) 

(Maronite). : lie a 


Nhmed Husain (Fustce and Axricultur), (Shin) 
i 


Philippe Boulos (Foreign Aflaire and Public Works), (Crea Ortho 
Hikuae Sumblat (Nothonal Defence nid Public Health). (Drsea) 
George Kfoury (Education), (Greek Catholic), 


‘The now Cabinet is composed chiefly of nonentities ond is unlikely to last 
Jong 


July 29, 1942, 
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Weekly Political Summary No, 20: The Lebanon, August 19, 1942.— 
(Receieed tn Foreign Offer, August 29). 
(Secret) 
THERE is no political movement in any definnble direction tw report. ‘The 
vii of Genera de ante utara roan ator, bt has wo fa rete 
0 significant or important developments, The prospects of the chem 
Hvemprows” Pubic morale tad SF rte 
he visit of General de Gaulle has aroused little enthusiasm and 
reactions of the French have been Sy n0 means uniform. Hts atitade towne, 
tthe local populations has been frigid, and in the course of his first reception of 
French officials he reaffirmed the continued existence of the mandate over S 
and the Lebanon and thanked his hearers for their successful efforta in main 
taining the position of France 1m the Levant, The Lebanese Government. took 
‘exception to this, but were deterred: from any attempt to arrange for an official 
otest by the knowledge that the President could never be brought to ayree. 
hey therefore immedintely published a general declaration of policy, which 
24801) 2 












































bas hither be etd, vers referee ou indepen 
testy that the tudependence of the Lebanon was secared, bat tha 
‘eriain juridical formaliier bad yet to be acoamplished 
al de Gale has als let tbe tnfered in converation tha, as real 
conraltatons he has had with He Maja Goverument, elections ia Sin 
tthe Lebanon ate uuisey to be held for an indefoite period. "The Prime 
+h August, after meveral months of incessant woolng of the 
chs euetal Cato soe i electing 2 ecoeiliation wit 
him. On that day they both » in invitation to lunch with an obscure and 
© too reputable Maronite la nd the same 
Gaulle bth attended tox party ore i their benoe by : 
AC bis aummer residence, at which large nutaber of Lebanese politicians 
other notably were present. It hnd for several nunthe bee obvious thatthe 
Putriareh, who ie galdedby no. principles except tha hin own 
fotorat tod thewe fiw colntnaty wend nt ndetin 
tho French ones he was corta Id not hope 
tiguinat tern, The lat important attonghold of neti Laban oppontion to 
has ths fallen The Patrianh' presage key to aur by thi 
path at December to have noxhing mane ode 


the ceremony of rec 
ion between General Catroux and the Patriarch, aod the latter ix believed to: 
i m ine Tasted de of M. Naceache amongst a list of 
rortesta whieh bo: pr they met fe President 
Pruile Edd6 and Bdchara el Khoury nowadays agree in common oppdaition to the 
Traforvanate Prosideat, wh semua To have to feiends left excepe the devaita 
MTho teattnant by. tho, Freveh of ele creature: Noscecke iw cool. inthe 
extreme, lor ve, bo was only told of the Mass on the 15th August, to which 
‘convened, of 8 rat. on the 14th at his home in the country. 
place at 9.8, in the morning at Beieut. 1 received my invitation 
14th 
Prime, Minter has dixie : poplar an 
al Director-General of Supplies, stating *0 doing was the 
‘yetohalie obstruction which he fond Mo Astine Ade wer practi ngnnet 
Ne British amuboriiea ‘The Lebanese supply services are in/ao chaotic n state 
see ae note Eddd's eacteoeor will haves ard tak ahcad of him, Meantime, 
the population have been tempararily pacified by a further diptribation of flour 
tothe poor on the 11th August. ‘The demand for the control of the distribution 
‘ud flour by the Brith i growing 
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Weekly Political Summary, No. 21, Syria and the Lebanon, August 20, 1942. 
f (Receited in Foreign Office, September 4) 
(Seoret,) 


1. General. 

NO perceptible change in the situation has occurred. There is a growing 
awarguess of the gravity of the situation in Russia, but to sign that publie morale 
¢ affected, 
N*M General de Gaulle has conipleted his tour of the two States. “His reception 
as ou the whole been Iukewar ‘The visit hax been devoted. almost exsloively 
to political and propaganda activities designed to increase French influeuce in 
the' Levant States. To the disappointment of the beter elements of the Fighting 
French, he bas shown litle ineret in improving the unsatisfactory onganttation 
of the Fighting French machine, and has paid scant heed to the numerous 

itions addressed to him on this subject. On the other hand, everything possible 
eon dove to stress French interest and French control, expecially in the 
Lebanon, and to stage appropriate demonstrations wherever he went. 

Details of the ceremgoies which look place 10 the various contres visited are 
sziven in the relevant sections below. 


uz 
2 Wheat 

The recent improvement in the wheat collections has been maintained, ‘The 
Jezireh and the Hanra difficulties, but it is 


g of the 
There 18 no indication 


falling-away in the impetus of the scheme 


3. Syria 
Damascas—There las been # slight revival of political activity ax a result 

of the visit of General de Gaulle, who has had talks with a number of Syrian 

Politicians and ex-Ministers, mostly of a moderate Nationalist tendency. His 

Apparent support of the present Government and avoidance of contacts with its 

more outspoken opponents is taken to indicate that 

‘expected in the immediate future. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has protested v Jeneral de Gaulle 
stout his reaffirmation of the mandate, ‘The (ieneral replied, according ta the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the ellect that full liberty had. already been 
granted, and that some legal formalities alote stood int 
rreedom, 

The effect of the visit has not been very marked either on the Syrian popula: 
tion or on the French colony. British atid Allied officers wore present atthe 
reception given to the Government and Consular Corps, but rio Allied troopa wor 
invited to partioipate [n the ceremonies which took plnce. The General's spree 
contained no mention of the Allied war effort or the henefits Which the Levant 
States have devived from British eccupat 

A significant od incident arow out of this visit. ‘The President, doubtless 
to curry favour, arranged for a camel beating a Mahia} (used. it is Delioved, in 
the 1916 pilgrimage) to parade the streets This hus caused a great deal of 
adverse comment, as the Mahmal has not been paraded since the days of the Emit 
Feisal, and its appearance on this occasion for a Frenchinan is talked of ne 
improper 

he xupply situation is easier. although arrivals of wheat from the Haury 
fave fallen sharply. The Syrian Prime Minister attributes thin 0° x French 
intrigue against himself. The facts are not yet known, but the Prime Minister 
‘Was somewhat anded to a deputation of landowners who complained to him 
about the rather overbearing attitude of the gendarmerie. 

Mr. Bagher Fahim has taken over the Persian Copaulate at Damascus from 
Mr. Mohsen Atabeki, who has been recalled to Persia. Mr, Fahini han recently 
besa carrie in the Ministry for Foreign Affaire at Tehran and was previously 
at Karachi 

The raid on Dieppe in the middie of thin week was hailed by the ill-informed 
as the opening af a second front, in spite of co 
foll sharply rntil the p 


4: Aleppo. 


Despite special publicity and other moasures which had been taken to ensure 
the success of the visit of General de Gaulle to Aleppo, his reception was rather 
pathetic. No British contingent was invited to. participate in the military 
review, and at least oue shopkeeper was advised to reduice his display of British 
flags It was generally realised that the General wus out to atress the vontinuanee 
of French influence, and his failure to indicate ap 

Jovernment in the near future caused disapy 

French dinner be ta 


pointing, The stocks envisaged 
for. Aleppo ate only adequate if distribution is made on a carefully supervised 
ration basis, 
‘The arrival of the former Vichy Ambassador to Turkey to join the Fighting 
French tas made.a big impression 
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Homs and Hama. 
General de Gaulle visited the area on the 21st August in company with 
Generals Catroux and Collet. Special measores were taken to obtain a show of 
loyalty and crowds were paid to applaud, bat the population showed « noticeable 
lack of enthusiasm and the visit had little effect. General de Gaalle’s cold 
reception of the British officers who were presented to. him did not pass unnoticed. 
‘A private visit which the General paid to Hashim Bey Atassi is believed to 
be connected with negotiations which are suspected to have been going on for 
some time between the French and Hashim Bey for the a mildly 
‘ationalist Government later in the year. In conversation with the British 
Political Officer, General Catroux openly expressed his dissatisfaction with the 
present Government and especially with the Prime Minister, i 
\ private visit was also paid by General de Gaulle to the Syrian Catholic 
Patriarch, 

* has beon a return of confidence in the wheat scheme as a result of the 
cent ant of the Syrian Prine Minister and offcials of the Wheat Offes, and 
the increases subsequently made in the quotas required. from villages belonging 
to large landowners. As waa to be expected, however, daily collections of wheat 
have declined considerably since the 15th August 


6, Jolet Dewse ; ied 4 
‘General de Gaulle, companied by General Catrousx and the Dilégud, visit 

wi the 13th August, Ate received Diruze notables and attended a reception 

He was well received, but 


it there is a general feel 
The res 


7. Alaouite Territory, Pepe 

Suleiman Murshid’s activities in this area, to which reference has previouely 
hon mado, have now reached proportions which constitute a grave danger. to 
security. ie bas private force of some 300 partly uniformed followers, which 
fe uate to terrorise those who attempt to oppose his exactions, Although serious 
Divordlors have recently occurred, the Free French authorities continue to give him 
‘very nupport, regarding him as their political ally in the territory q 

‘Yule days before General de Gaulle was due to visit the area General 
Catroux wae Fequested by the army commander to consider taking action to 
reatrain Suleiman Murshid’s activities.” Thie request ne had no visible elect, op 
{uring General de Gaulle’s visit Suleiman Murshid was given a prominent part 
{n the proceedings. He was not only received by the General with other Alaoutte 
totahles, Bat was alao given a private interview and a position of honour at the 
‘Brutal lunch, to which the British Political Officer was not invited. Genera 
Catroux's reply to the army commander's letter is still awaited. 

General de Gaulle's visit did not produce much enthusiasm, and his omy ae 
con the position of Eranoe in Syria gave some offence. A deputation of Moslem 
utnbles presented him with a memorandum protesting against the present state 


of affairs 


8. Bupheates and Jesireh 
here is no political activity to report. As far as can be judged, the visit of 
ier cm Rel wher spent afew hours in Deiter-Zor on the 19th August, 


completed and a committes, 
‘Auboire, who is shortly to 
‘the assistant politica 
measures for restricting arms smuggling 
aseed for the removal from the frontier 





no 


© Tribal 

A fairly large raid td Fedaan tribesmen has occurred in the Shams-ed-Dine 
area. provoked ty a boundary dispute with the Walda. "Prompt action was taken 
by the French sathorities and casualties were slight. ‘The looted property is 
being returned. 

‘There have also been iaioor class between the Afadls and Pedaan Khrossn, 
and the Shammar and Jubtonr, These appear to have been loctl affairs only and 
are unlikely to have repercussions. 

Such incidents indicate the general uneasiness existing among the semi- 
sedentary tribes in the Euphrates valley, which is intensified by the impending 
fnove into the Jezirch of a section of the Shammar Sha'n (see Summary No. 20 of 
the 19th Atgust) 


10, Frontier Relations. 
‘There are no incidents to report 


11. The Lebanon. 

General de Griulle has already seen the leaders of the two principal Lebane: 
parties, Emile Faldé and Béchara el Khoury, and is seeing certain of their 
principal followers before be loves, He has categorically announced 
* decision" that there will be no elections in the Lebanon this year, and is now 
asking the opinion of these politicians as to what modifications, if any, ahould be 
made inthe present politcal gine. The Padé party have decided to fecommend 

‘& return to the status quo ante bellum, ‘,, the replacement of 

weache by M. Eddé ns President and the rocall of the former Lebanon 

smbers (one-third of whom were nominated by the then French 

‘Tho attitude of Béchara ol Khoury's party ix uncertain, 

members have now shown themselves quite as dotermined ax their 

‘Opponents to achieve office at all costs, and are likely to accept with dosility any 
Views Genoral do Gaulle may propound. 

The Lebanese Prime Minister and the Minister of the Interior, whose 
monopoly of the powers of the Government becomes more and more manifest, are 
Irving to serew up their courage ta follow up their somewhat defiant. declora- 
tion of policy by formally demanding from General Catroux tho cession of 
(a) the control of the concessionary companies and the ““intéréts communs,”” and 
(b) the Grand Sérail building in which the Délégation générale ix housed. ‘The 
President and some of the other members of the Government aro far from 
enthusiastic at the idea of this intrepid démarche, which, although fully justified 
as a partial implementation of Lebanese independence, will undoubtedly. mect 

th a blunt refusal from the Fighting French, ‘The Prime Miniater lao winhoo 
to prest for the holding. of elections, on the grounds that a return to a conatitn 
tional régime is essential, and to protest against General Catroux’s recent action 
in promalgating a decree concerning Lebanese currency instead of requesting the 
Lobanese Government to do #0. In view of the timidity of the President aud of 
some of his colleagues, It is not surprising that the Primo Ministor should angle 
for a measure of British sympathy, f not of support, He has been given to under. 
stand these are in the main questions to be settled between his Govertment and 
the Fighting French, We were, however, interested, and would be lad to be kept 
in touch with developments, and would he ready to tender advice on mutters 
concerning our interests. 

The Maronite Patriarch has been trying vo reaffirm his own position, both 
with the British authorities and with the population, hy putting about the story 
that his recent meeting with General Catronx did not, in fact, Jead to any recon 
ciliation and that be maintains his previous position.” It is certain that at theit 
mevting at Dimane the Patriarch reproached General Catroux with having failed 
to grant effective independence to the Lebanon, demanded the dismiseal of 
President Nacencho, and presented to General Catroux a 22-page memorandum 

us grievances, chiefly concerning the Maronite community ; nevor- 

‘uve got to the point of meeting the French, the Patriarch will 

probably find it best for his own and his community's interests to play with them 

in future. He came to Beirut on the 23rd August for an official luncheon with 

General Catroux, afterwards calling at my house (I had left that morning for 
Cairo at short notice), with his attendant bery of archbishops and bishops. 

Mutterings of discontent at the supply position are being heard in various 
parts of the Lebanon, and there have been small demonstrations in Tripall and 
Zahlé against the insufficiency of the municipal distritutions of flour. Wheat 
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purchases are procesding fairly well in the Bekaa, less well in South Lebanon 
A atart has boon made in coeteing the recalcitrant Moslem notables of North 
Lalanon by seizing and con 30 tons of wheat belonging to the wel 
known leader Abdul-Hlamid Keram, and this should have a good influence in the 
distri 

M, Jean, Hellen, former Vichy Ambassador at. Angora, has arrived ia Beirut 
with, some members of his staf 10 join the Fighting Preach, who have displayed 
Considerable satisfaction at thie faportant accession’ to their ranks 


12. Press and Propaganda, 

The Damascus papers continue to give most of their space to General de 
Gaulle, but elsewhere news from Russia, the Kremlin meeting, the Dieppe raid 
and changes in the Middle Kast Command were well reported. War com 
mentaries in the Arabic press are scarce, the main interest still being the local 
supply question, 

PPcletwored, articles were mainly concernedWith thé Wheat problem But the 
Lebanese Government's revent declaration of policy has produced demands { 
elections, 2 and the transfer of certain privileges from the French 
to tho Lebanese Government 

nemy browdeast propaganda was principally concerned with India and 


Egypt. 
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Weekly Political Summary No. 28, Syria and. the Lebanon, September 9, 142 
(Received September 18.) 
1. Gener 
OUTWARDLY the internal situation remains calm. ‘The failure of the 
Axis forces fo achievn any measure of success in their attack on the Allied position 
in Egypt han had a reassuring effect on the public, whow interest in the war 


nows is largely contred on that theatre, ‘The significance of events in Russia 
by very few 
lig_precxeupations co 
eueral de Gaulle. ‘There is @ general realisation that Anglo-French 
are strained and a growing demand for increased British partici 
in the governinent of the country and for British action to curtail French 
Atlempts to reimpone tir politica influence, ‘There is cousiderabe speciation 


supply problem and the 


regarding the catises of General de Gaulle’s prolonged stay 
2 Wheat, 

Little change his ocourred. in the situation ins far ax collections 
are concerned, The average daily collecting figure shows little flactation. . The 
collection of cereals to date amounts to approximately $4,000 tons towards. a 
target figure of 260,000 tons. 

‘The Lebaneso Prime Minister in at promt on tour of the Lebanon wheat 
contres, accompanied by British and French. representatives, and. the Prime 
Minister of Syria commences a tonr of Northern Syria accompanied by British 
and French roproseutatives on Saturday, the 12th Septeruber, 


3. Syria 

Damascur—There has been some slight political activity in. ministerial 
cireles, hut outside the Government conditions are calm, and with the approach 
‘of Ramadan are likely to remain s0 provided that there is no deterioration in 
the supply situation or disturbing news from Egypt. On the ard September the 
Syrian Primo Minister visited: Beirut and presented to General de. Gaulle the 
Grand Cordon of the Omaayyed Order. The cevasion was marked by an exchange 
of letters in which the President epoke of the friendship betweed France stil 
Syria, and General de Gaulle described the new ” Syrian independence as ~ the 
pledge that this friendship cannot but be strengthened in the alliance of cur two 
countries.” Tn neither letter was there reference to Fighting Franice as distinct 
from France. 

Th a speech which he delivered at a banquet given in his honour by 
M. Darwish Ajlant on the Ist September, the President again spake of Syrian 








independence. He said that he proposed on the anniversary of Syrian, indepen. 
dence (27th September) to review the stages of the development. of that 
independence through which the country had passed during the year. He then 
declared that. although owing to the war there was no parliamentary régime in 
Syria, he and his colleagues considered themselves responsible before the people 
and felt themselves to be working at unity with the nation and for right 

Th an interview given to a British journalist represeuting @ number of 
United States newspapers, the Syrian President and the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs complained of the non-recognition of Syrian independence by the United 
States, The President also dictated a statement in favour of eventual Arab 
tunity. It is most noticeable how anxious both the French and Syrians are to 
obtain publicity in the United States 

‘The Syrian Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs have 
expressed 10 the British Political Officer their irritation at having been convened 
to Beirut to listen to General de Gaulle's mise au point, referred to in last wee 
Summary, which they considered should have been given in Damascus, ‘Uh 
regarded the whole affair as nothing more than another French " demonstration 
and considered that the declaration made by General de Gaulle had little political 
importance. 


4. Aleppo. 

‘The supply situation continues to be unsatisfactory, and more than balf the 
population are still without ration cards ‘The shops were closed for four day 
luring the week until the Mohafer promised increased facilities for the provisio 
of family stocks. The strike was mado an occasion for a trial of atrengtlt between 
the Ulema and Nationalists, iu which the former seemed to have scored, ns they 
Were the only body to negotiate with the Mohafer and persuaded the aops to 
reopen, whereas the Nationalists advined a continuation of tho strike, Th 
support of the Ulema in this case was very useful to the authorities, but Is 
considered to be due to loyalty to Sheikh Kamel Kassab, who in mich respected 
4nd not to the religious influence of Sheikh Ta} or to support of hin Government 
‘The Mohafor. hax now gone to Datnasctix and ix stated to be ng to return 
until the Government have arranged to refund to Aleppo 0 tonn of 
Euphrates wheat which were recently diverted for the Lebanon and Damascus. 

A proposal to transfer the eflicient and friendly head of the Sireté was 
cancelled on representations being made by hendquarters of the RSM 

The SS. officer at Jerubhus complains of the reduction iu the number of bis 
jardes Mobiles from seventy-one to nixty-two. This may be the beginning of the 
reforms promised by General Catrou. 

Further cases have occurred of the return m loave of Syriana who had 
left this country irregularly to enlist in Br Palestine, Though a 
satisfactory arrangement wax made some he French that the 
British military authorities would, when dV ntich men back to 
Palestine, it is now learned that the Fre 


5. Home and Hama, 

There are indications of a setback in Anglo-French relations, probably as 
4 result of General do Gaulle’s visit. In Fighting Eronch circles 048 fell that 
British popularity is increasing at the expense of their own, In agreement with 
the British Political Officer, the Fighting French Délégué has decided, with the 
object of re-establishing Anglo-French relations on their erstwhile excellent 
footing, to give a talk to all Allied officers in the area on the political aitnation 
in Syria and the need for Anglo-French co-operation 


6. Sebel Drize. 

There are no events of political importance to report, but there are 
indications that any euthusiasm for the Fighting Freuch which may have been 
stimulated by General de Gaulle’s recent visit to the Jebel. has been more than 
offset by the unfavourable impression created by his spesch in Beirut referred 
to elsewhere. 

The British Political Olficer received visits from notables representing all 
shades of political opinion offering their condolences on the occasion of the death 



























































of His Royal Hightiess the Duke of Kent All made speeches in favour of Great 
Britain 

The outlook for the wheat plan hits iiuproved in this area and daily collections 
‘are increasing. 


Alaowite Territory 

Discussions are still proveeding between General Catroix and the British 
military authorities with regard to some form of joint enquiry into incidents 
arising out of Suleiman Mursbid's activities Suleiman Murshid himself has 
been su Syrian authorities and has received a 
severe warning from the Syrian President to cease his depredations 
reported by the Mobafex that he is in a somewhat chastened mood. Satisfaction 
is being expressed locally Uhat at last some effort has been made to curb Suleiman 
Muruhid’s activities 

‘There has been some enenty submarine activity off the coast resulting in the 
sinking of a steamer and three schoouers fying the Palestinian flag. 


8. Euphrates anit Jexireh 
No detailed reports have been received. from this area 


0, Tribal. 

Sheik Khalil ibn Hatchim el Mubeid, leader of the Pedaan tribexnen, who 
were the aygresors in the recent raid in the Shama ed Dine area, reference. to 
which has been made in previous Summaries, is under arrest in Damascus pending 
consideration of his case by General Catrowx, Tt ix possible that he. will be 
placed in. résidence forede outside the Euphrates Mohaezat. 

Sheikh Dubam el Hadi, who, as stated in Summary No, 17 of the 20th aly 
recently came to an understanding with his cousin, Sfuq ibn Ajil el Yawar, 
regarding the division of thoir autbority over the Shammar in Syria and Traq. 
in now reported to be seeking to act as arbiter in regard to certain matters in 
dispute between Staq and Abdol Aziz el Muslat of the Jubbour. His 
suspected to be dictated by inotives of personal ambitiou. 


10, Frontier 
West—No. incidents have beon reported. ‘The Turks have promised the 
SS. offioar at Jerablus that they will arrest the. three men who are suspected 
of complicity. in the attack on a car carrying a British officer and others. (See 
ry No, 20 of the 19th August.) 
No incidents have been reported 


11. The Lebanon 
1 of reports have now been received indicatin 
ed by the French Conseillers to secure. the lar 
iastic crowds in each town when General d le visited Tripoli 
‘und Sidon, In Tripoli, however, the result was a failure: the small crowd which 
authored there was tainly to see the show and the applause was lacking. T 
Sidon crowds were more demonstrative, ax Abmed el Asad, who owes his exclusion 
from the present Government to British objections, had heen at pains to import 
«large band of followers from the Jebel Amel to obtain a good mark with the 
French, 
“The Lebanese Prime Minister's visits wo Tripoli and Zahlé have been very 
successful. His Tripoli visit was partly spoiled because the Presid 
‘on accompanying him and Abdul Hamid Kerami’s faction therefore stood 
but the popalation in general showed considerable enthusiasm, as did the people 
of Zahié, 
‘On the 30th August the Lebanese Prime Minister saw General de Gaulle 
and, apparently of hi iative, made a series of demands to him for the 
extension of the powers of his Goverment. His demands were far-reaching, 


inelnding the transfer of almost the whole of the intéréts commune and the drastic 
reduction in the onmber of French advisers, whom Sami Beyh Solh described as 
mostly redundant and many of them pro-Vichy. Beyond a vague promise to 

dy the questions raised, General de Gaulle retarned no reply. and his fature 
Action seems more likely to be directed towards the elimination of Sami Solh than 
towards giving him satisfaction, ‘The Prime Minister, totaly inexperienied in 


administration and determined at all costs to enbance his persoal popularity, 
has already annoyed the Minister of Interior by series of undepartmental 
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decisions designed to favour his influential supporters. This Mi 
tending to range himself on the side of the Lebanese President, hoping thereby 
to play him off against Sami Solh and thus hold the balance of power himself, 
Serious friction may be expected, as Sami Solh is too vain and too unintelligent 
to see where his interests lie 
The Iraqi Consul-General at Beirut, who is an ardent Arab 
some influence in Syrian Nationalist. circles, saw General de ( on- the 
Srd September, and bluntly reproached him for his failure to make effective the 
independence of the Levant States, adding a denunciation of Sheikh 
as a man without principles or authority. In his reply 
“pt to promise a greater iimplersentation ‘af the, declaration of indepen 
wid merely justified his present attitnde on the grounds of the military 
situation, The interview appears to have ended in « strained atmosphere 
‘There are signs that the Lebanese population, particularly in-regions where 
no wheat is grown, is beginning to get. alarmed over the wheat situation. The 
fears of the population are aggravated by the knowledge that this time there can 
be no shipments from abroad to help them, that the cost of living is now double 
what it was a year ago, that the military works which give bread to so many 
labourers are gradually ending, and that the British authorities, in whom alone 
there is any trust, are not intervening directly in the administration. The wheat 
lan is widely believed to be a failure, and rumours of despatches of wheat to 
‘urkey still circulate, ‘The Lebanese supply distributions are irregular and 
insufficient, especially in the rural districts. Tu connexion with this the Maronite 
‘Archbishop has expressed to the British Political Officer his great and increasing 
concern at the position in these areas and hus begged for British intervention to 
‘enable sufficient supplies to be made available before the rainy season interrupts 
‘communications 


12. Press and Propaganda. 

War comment. in the pros wax largely devoted t ws on the Russian 
front, but was subordinated to lengthy eulogies of General de Gaulle and reports 
of the ceremonies attending his movements 

Dissatisfaction and uneasiness regarding the supply situation continue to be 
expressed, although less emphatically than in recent weeks, 

Enemy broadcasts in Arabic followed the usual 
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General de Gaulle to Mr. Casey —(Communicated by the Office of the Minister 
of State, Cairo, September 11; receive in Foreign Office, September 19)) 


M. le Ministre dat Beyrouth, le 7 xeptemibre 1942. 

SAL chargé M. Helleu, Ambassadeur de France, de yous remettre le 
mémorandam joint la présente lettre 

Ce document cousigne un certain nombre de faits qui montrent clairement 
que les rapports franco-britanniques mont pas été maintenus ici dans des 
Conditions conformes i nos accords et méme A.notre vlfiance, Du ebté frangais 
‘on pout relever des concessions, sans doute provisoires mais nombretises et 
importantes, sur les prérogatives qui nous appartiennent et que In Grande-Bretagne 
otis a reconnues par ces accords. On doit malhenreusement constater que, du 
itd britannique, ces eancesions ont simplement servi dencouragement oi de 
prétexte A de nouveaux empidtements stir Jes droits de la France et sur ceux des 
Etats da Levant 

Indépendamment d’actes ou textes britanniques, tels que discours on 
pomeses, qu, par leur caractire unilatérl, n'eugagett ni ne Ment et ren a 
ance, 'action britannique a voulu trouver sa justification dang deux arguments 
sans cesse invoqaés. Le premier est l'indépendance des Etats du Levant, le second 
prend Je om de nécessités militaires. L’indépendance des Etats du Levant a 66 
opposée au Délégué Général et plénipotentiaire de France lorsqu'il voulait faire 
tusage de ses pouvoirs politiques ¢t administratifs, pouvoirs qui Ini appartiennent 
jusqu’a la fin du régime mandataire. Les nécessités militaires ont é6 invoquées 
da ‘cdté britanniqe pour justifier des interventions qui usurpaient sur des 
domaines réservés 4 Ia France. et notamment sur Te domaine de “exploitation 
des ressources locales.” 
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Je tiens ii vous déclarer tre nettement que le Gouvernement et les autorités 

britunniques ne sont nallement fondés & invejuer et A utiliser contre nous ai Tun 
tre de ces arguments. 1 

dépendance de In Syrie et du Liban a été instituge par Ia France, Elle 

ait Pétre que par la France. La parole de la France n'a aire 

L'exécution des promesses de la France n'a pas a étre coutrélée. Les 

ions et mée les avis du Gonvernement britannique peuvent nous étre 

utiles dans V'appréciation générale de la situation... Mais nous. ne -saurions 

acceptor d'ingérence quant & notre droit de prendre et d’appliquer ivi les dévisions 

{que Hons jugeons conformes aux intéréts des Etats du Levant et aux inténéts de la 


jui_concerne les nécessités de la. yuerre nos les connaissons et 
illeurs, sur le thédtre commun 


ncorbritannique an Livant repose sur des. bases nettement 
ar les accords Lyttelton-de Gaulle, accords sizietement respectés dit 
ité frangais 

Sa dit tj répbe que noasenuendons, pour notre part pratiquer en Orient 
1a plus éteoite collaboration france-beitannique pour le suoxts de In guerre of mous 
‘combattons wite & cite 

Croxt un fait que In politique britannique, telle qu'elle est représentée ici 

titue la pression i lu collaboration, 

Cleat Wwe, pour faire triompher se vuex A Vencontee de now droits, la 
politique britanmque a recourn en différentes circonstances & dos menaces varibes 
tolles que 

Perspective de faire connaitre par des actes publice Ia désolidarisation 
ent britannique: . : 
Suspension doe avances financidres faites A la France par la Grande 
Bretagne; 
EL métne simplement argument de la force 


# comprendyez, en suis ndr, que jo n'admetto pax cette méthode qui 


ruine par avance toute coopération, revét, aux yeurx des populations orientales et 
dovant Vopinion mondiate. Vaspect dela rivalité et va jusqu'h compromettre 
Valiance Franco britannique dat le présent et dans Vavenie 

Pont pour moi un devoir de teviressor cette situation : 

Te naire an Premier 3 ‘amurances de principe qu'il a bien voula 

jonvelgr tout Nee ied une pratique et des faite qu 


en déuacoord fe désirant que le retour h Vexécution 
des conventions qui toga Tient. j'ai Vexpoir ide vous trouver dixposé comme 
aoi-mbe elaine. axon les rapports fron beitannlpes € O 

aXe © pe GAULLE 


Fclosure in No. 69, 
Mémorandum. 


de préciser que les affaires résumées ci-aprés ne représentent 
qu'un . — 

Diautre part, if n'est fait qu’tine mention pxinérale des interventions alvasives 
agents britanniques subalternes. Mais ces interventions n'en constituent pas 
moiny tine gene constante qui met, durement A I'épreuve les avents francais et 
‘autochtones et compromet, en définitive, administration des Fiats 


Attitude de Reprisentant de la Greude-Bretagne tore de ta Déelaration de 
independance du Liban 


[intervention britannique s'est manifestée une premidro fois de fagon claire 
sur Je torrain politique au moment des échanges de vues relatifs A la proclamation 
de l'indépendance Jibanaise. Le Général Spears ¢leva deux objections. fonda 

entales contre le projet francais de déclaration ; la premidre avait trait a 
ication, dans cette déclaration, des principes consignés dans le traité franco- 


libanais de 1996, Cette référence s'inspirait d'un acte contractuel qui avait été 
accepté en son temps par les d couseryait la faveur du Lika 
ui ne pouvait potter, en aucune fagon, atteinte aux intérits de la Grande- 
Tl consacrait simplement la situation particuliére dela Frauce au 
du oité britannique. La deuxitine objection 
ontre l'affirmation que I’Etat libanais constitue une unité politique 
# 4 territorialement indivisible. On évoquait, du vite anglais, les suscepti 
bilités de la Syrie, alors que les Sytiens avaient été clairement avertis pat la 
déclaration de Damas, le 27 septembre 1941, de la position qu'adoptait In ra 
an regard des affaires syro-libanni 
IV s'ensuivit de longues et pénibles discussions. D'autne part, one: peut 
cublier, en ce qui concerne les méthodes de négociation, que, pour ohtenir 
in extremis deux retouches a la décl s'est fivré, la veille 
méme des afrémonies dindépendance re 
managant 


ns Josqquels Vinépendance 
Seait ¢ 
2° Do xalutenir de toute pat de la Déclaration 
Indépendance ont, devant Jes autorités 
Jes populations locales, le a o.vt Ja. Grande. 
Brotagne. 


Le Général Spears exploitait ainsi une premidire fois te soci de la France 
Libro de ne pax laisser apparaites tine divergence entre All 


Intercentions du Général Spears duns le Domaine politique 


Des interventions constantes du Général Spears dans la politique ii e 
des Bats, intervention rement contraines aux obligations dan ropevsentant 
diplomatique, on pent se borner A relever quelquos démarches réontes ot 

ficatives 

A trois reprites, ett avril ot mai 1942, le Général Spears a fait dos inter 
ventions prestaten aupnix di PHiident de. la iRépoblique. ulate, 
M. Alfred Naccache, pour lui demander dadmettre Je principe dune prochai 
consultation électorale et den arréter la date, M, Navcache que Ia 
situation générale déconseillait d'ajouter wu trouble de I'op ‘i on d'une 
campagne Gletoral,refosa de prendre un engage envinagen 
méme de w retiree si In preaxion dont ‘objet d 

Mécontent de V'attitude du Président, le Gent nifontar publique 
ment son howtilité AM. Naceacho et ats ¢ L, Hotamment aw cours de 
Visites au Patriarche maro 'Arehevdque greccatholique do Bayrou 
an Mufti de ta Répablique Kibanaise (jain 1942), 

Dans une allocution au Rotary Club, le Général Spears fit entondre elairem 
‘qu'il recommandait des élections prochaine. 

Lars de la crise ministériello du moix de juillet 1942. la pression ce ta mission 

 xexerca pleinement. Lt 25 juillet, I 1 Furlonge, Political Officer 

informer le Président du veto dé la Mission Spears i l'encontre d'un Ministry 
du Cabinet démissionnaire: Ahmed Bey #1 Aasid, chef chiiato dn Libon sud 
Les griefs britanniques contre Ahmed Bey étaient d'ailloure futiles.. Le {ait était 
que ce Ministre entretennit des rapports a . 

Notons enfin des démarches. pressantes di : di 
Président Naccache pour faire admettre a celui-ci un programme irrigation 
Gabli par les services britanviques, intervention daus un domaine qui releve des 
Etats et de la Délégation Générale et qui s'inscrit dans les tentatives varices de 
rises de gages sur le Liban 


Office du Ble 


En 1941, intervention britannique dans le probléne du pata s'est présentéc 
sous la forme du * plan Spears” Ce plan partait d'une idee théorique juste 
faire baisser le prix du blé et faire sortir les stocks, en jetant sur le march) 
quantités de véréales imporiées, A prix dégmssifs. Ce plan négligeait 
malheureusement deux facteurs 

1? Le pouvoir d'achat et de stockuge des populations da Levant, point sur 

equel Te Général Catronx avait prodigué des avertissemental 



























































2° a franchise Gvontuelle es routes maritimes, Tl en récalt an complet 
Echec: -accaparement par la spéculation- des quantités importées, 
Fenouvean ie hardiesse chez les spécalatenrs et montée en flitche des 

prix 
+ le renovellement de ces diffcultés, & Yooeasion, de In camps 
‘atroux, Délégué Général de France au Levant, prit i Tx 

instituant 1'Office du BIE 

‘montré aux autorités britanniques intéresstes, 
fe snvei constamment préent aux autorités frangaises d'une commanauté 


le Généra 


do vues et d'action, 
TL restait A passer aux modalités d’application 
C'est A ce moment que se manifeste Topposition du. Gouversiem 
Ii aynit pourtant été ten jusqu'alors trés étroitement an courant tant par de 
hreusen conversations que par ne lettre du. 13 avril qui Tui avait été adre 
par lo Délégué Général 
Tour ewayer daplanir toutes difficultés un projet de protocole franco-syro- 
tibunais fat supérieure des biés et céréales 
comnposse de membre de chaque pays intéressé et, par désit 
‘manifester Vaccord dew Alliés, un membre bri 
Dans le projet en question, 1a présidence de la commission était assure par 
Je repriventant du Gouvernement syrien, les décisions Gant prises A ta majorit 
Te Drlégué Général limitant son pouvoir dans ce domaine A cette seule réserve 
we Tee dlécinious de Ta commission n'auraient force réglementaire dans les deux 
fats qu’apres so agriment. Des conversations furent engagées pour réaliser 
e entidrement communiqué aux antorités britanniques 
it que le Gouvernement de Dan 
ction d'un. programme 
ite iiscrimination politique et desting « 
wisoudre Lee contestations 
portirent sur divers points. Tes antorité britanniques en ont ett connaissance 
Paque fe 7 mai MSL. Rosa ot Gent de la Mission Spears 
{AIM Boncenne ot Baclen, de In Délégation Générale, qu’h leur connaissance les 
Syriens 
1° Contestaiont que le protoale d’exdcution de 1'Otice du RIé pit se référer 
ik Tarrité de principe 220 FL. 
2 Reflusniont que lea décisions ds ission dusent dtre manctionndes 
par le Delégué Général, hol 
izenient ta mignature des autorités anglaines an bas dv protocole 
nein Damas il (ait constaté d’ailleurs qu’ eo time moment 
le Prisider don aux trois pointe cités 
Tl niait notamment d'une fagon forme! 
‘au bas du protocole. On est ainsi ame 
Mission Spears se trouyaient avoir sles entrotiens avec 
nt ayrien—dont ils n'ont pas cité les. nome—qu 
alent attitude dopposition In plus forte aux demandes du Général Catroux- 
‘ot qui'ils sen faixaiont les interprates 
‘Les atermoiements apportés i entte premivre mesure d'application de 1’ Office 
BIé apparurent ainai au Général Catronx comme un exemple des dangereuses 
Tenteurs gus pourrait souffrir Vexécution Iai capital pour Wexistence des 
pays du Levant et pour la sécurité des Alliés dans lo Proche-Orient 
Fn conadquence. l'aceord sar le protorola n'ayant pu étre obtenu avec Damas 
Je 8 mai, date fixée pour une réponse déhinitive, ot lex opérations d'achat de 
réalisées sous la Torte d'avances faites aux ayriculteurs pour cousrir leurs frais 
de moisson, se faisant extrémement urgentes, le Général Catroux délégua aupres 
de la Mission Spears MM. Boncenne et Baclen, qui présentirent & MM. hoa 
‘et Gent les remirques suivantes 

Liopposition du Gouvernement de Damas & la procédure d'exéeution 
do V'Oflie du. BIE te peat avoir pour effet de paralyser l'exécution de Varrété 
ide hase 220 F.L. pris depttis de deux semaines; 

En raison du caractire vital et urgent de Vaffaire, le Général 
‘commandant en chef envikage—sans attendre la fin de ta discussion de 
procédure instanrée A Damas—de passer anx mesures d'achat par Office 
du BIG; 

Le Général Catroux tient a affirmer gu’il désire rechercher en, cette 
affaire la collaboration des autorités militaires britanniques stationnées an 
Levant, 


syrien, 
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tanec cree. nin Grenson 
seein fenced Sree ae 
ie a es Te rg 
acc ra, amen eras Snes cere 


par. vole Trainers 
Aoi Jul parnitout wéeoaires ainsl qu'elle. precede Aji pour “aan 
prpiite chee de. ces comission d'achala.aixoables, Varnte 
britannique passerait simpplement ans mesures de niquisition 

C’aait simplement Pargumnent do force 


La discussion fut transportée au Caire. La Général C 
devant Mr, Casey les arguments suivants : py Cataux, Ae valle 


1° Les rapports do la Grande-Trvtagne aver les Rats ne wont nullement 
los times que coux de In France aveo cos Btats, tant on raison de In 
fetmanence da mandat francais que de In penition spécinte recon 
4 la Eran, pour le peésent et pour l'avenir, pur le Gouver 
britannique hri-eme a 
2 Plus spécialement, le 
‘comme appartenant A ses prérogatives le droit de cont 
Aécisions W nno comminion créée pour appliquor lox disposi 
Arreté antérieur. Tl Lint accessoirement i rappelot que cet an 
muniqué A la Mission Spears, avait, comme il w te dit ci-deasu, 


j par do contester tes ponvoire réglementaires 
Db eee pe tin 
tls par es delarations dndépendance, ant dus depuin lors mis 
journollement en unage, div consentement et parfois A li 
Gouvernement intérets ote des enotica brian 
cette prétention werait particulidrement abuxive dans tin 
touche aux deux domainer réservés dex inérite commune et de 
mécurité ee 

4° Sine sar 
‘on de 

cranes eur Te respect de Hindépemdance dew tat, 

ROUX He Voit aM regret de contextor lo Iyitime exeroion 

rr Tne nS eae ae eet 

Tyttelton-de Gane, quest I charte des rapports fanco-rtanniques 
en In matidre, réeeve en effet & Foutarité francaise 1 

Inatibe, nerve en effet A Tautonis Vexploitation don 


Tontefois, dans un esprit d'extréme conciliation, et 

d'une opposition qui pouvait Sire catastrephique dans ‘ane simecaish 

ui tre catastrophique dans une question i 

fey Tans Shel arp seer ae eam 
liseussions du Caire, In création d” te 
Général Spears sigeait a eoté de 

‘un exicouragement britanniqy ns contre 1"Ofice diy Ble 
Pra Ta quest remplacement du directeur francais de T'ORice, le 
Feprésentant britannique exigea que le principe de parité fit étendu a ce poste 
administratif, malgré les inconvénients d'une dualite de direction : 


Quoi qu'il en soit de ces concessions, il est nécessaire de préciaer 


° Qu’elles ne vieunent préjuger en rien coutre tes ‘ 
‘éfninwat lee postions reapectives de la France et de’ ie Grande: 
Sarena reat ? de la France et de In Grande- 
















































































P Qu’elles sont purement cir par conséquent névocables aut 
moment oit les idéreront qu'un autre systéme 
préférable pour assurer le ravitaillement des populations dont 

elles ont la charge. 


Question du Chemin de Fer Haija-Beyrouth-Tripoli 


Par une letére en date du 14 octobre 1041 la Mission Spears informait la 
Déléyation Générale que le Grand Quartier géoéral britannique au Moyen-Orient 
avait décidé d’entreprendre Ia construction d'une ligne de chemin de fer Haifa 
Beyrouth—Tripoli, ligne qui, ajoutait 1a co ion, “ fera partie des lignes 
de communication de Syrie et, en Tes reliant gne de chemin de fer a yoie 

tablira a 


Spears nous Wintervenir poar obtenir ta main ¢ 
fava mur te trangon Hibanais. © 
re aor wa projet de cons i 
jet britannique lex services compétents de la Déléyy 
Général Catrous: réservait tontefois expresstment les droits de la 
France sur la nouvelle ligne. Ce dernier point I dovait biontht s'njouter 
la question de exploitation de ladite ligne, Uevaitsoulever te longue coutroverse 


1 Question de la Propridte 


Du cbt britannique, au promier abord, on parut décide A admottee le pri 
quo les droite de la France aut In ligne seraient expressément réservés. Cependant 
A mesuire que novs, nous efforcions d’obtenir des assurances précises bce aujet 
‘nous nous heurtions ides réticences et i dow argut conse renouveléos. Dans 
une communication div 21 mars » M. Hay ‘conseiller cle la. Mission 
Spears, précianit que lat “<propride pour xa construction 
werniont proprici we et, quiaprie la guerre, le 
Gouvernement frangais on le Gouvernement libanais, on toute personne désignée 

mebla me verrait acvorder une option pour un tempr 

Lorsque le Comité National chercha a obtenir & Londres 

dos précisions A co styjot, i Ini fut réponda que le délai d’option commencerait i 

courit ait moiris deux abs apris la fin de toute howtilité menagant le Levant, et 

quo ul un Gouvornoment frangaia ** reconnu par le Gouvernement de Sa Majenté 

eo n gouvernement exergant dans lex Etate du Levant une responsability 
mings” pourrait en béndlicier 

En wom, Ii Fran plus aucune garantie, le Gouvernement 
itannique peétendant garder ligne et terrain. et ne rien promettre. Au cours 

nouvelles démarchos aupriv du Foreign Oflico, le Comité National se fit 
Bromettre que le délai doptian commencerait h courir & partir de la signature 
de Varmistice on du dernier armintic qui mottra fin aux hostilites avec 

mi I'Italie. Maia Je Gouvernement britannique refusait todjours de 
revenir mur In définition pricitée du goavernemont francais susceptible de 
byinélicier de Voption. Dans ces conditions, le Comité National décida de persister 
le négative. Depuis Jory, It question est au point mort. An coors 
ie qut curent liew & Beyrouth entre le Général Cole, Inspector of 
ot In Déiéxation Générale, on ne. put que constater que le désaccord 
it, Une telle constatation n'implique naturellement pas que la France 
oit disposée i accepter In construction de fa ligne comme un fait accompli. 


2° Question de U Exploitation 

Sur ce point, les autorités britanniques adoptent un point de yue analogue 
Ia nouvelle ligne répondant a des nécossités militaires, tant construite par l'armée 
britannique et A ses Vexploitation doit en étre assurée par l'armée 
britannique. Dans la lettre ci-aprés duu Général Catroux au Général Spears, le 
Délégué Général a expasé toutes les raisons de droit et de fait qui vont A 
Vencontre de cette théorie. 


pes qui vous semblent 
F xervir de hase A notre collaboration dans Vexploitation du chemin de 
fer Haifa-Beyrouth—Tripoh. 
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Comme vous, j‘estime qu'il est nécessaire 'éclaircir Jes malentendus 
qui'se sont élevés ace sujet. J'ai done procédé h un examen complet de la 
question depuis son origine. 


insi que vous T'indiquer dans votre lettre le point essential qui 
dlomine tout le débat est que cette ligne de chetnin de Ter ca caractire 
essentiellement stratégique, et que sa construction a été entreprise ire 
face Ades nécesstésiilitaires Nous sommes partaitement Paved ose 
sujet. Toutefois; ni dans mon esprit, ni, me semble-til, dans l'esprit des 
autorités britanniques, ilin'était prévu que cette ligne formerait eu territoine 
Iihanais wn réseay absolument A part, complatement détaché des autres 
réseaux du territoire syro-libanais et, comme tel, appelé & faite lob; 
exploitation absolument distincte. Au contraire, il était bi ation 
des autorités britanniques d' stinie de 
‘communications: syro-liba : 

point, 

par Ie 


Le Grand Quartier général. britannique da Middle East nous 
demande de yous informer qu'il a intention de faire construire, pour 
nécessité militaire urgente, une ligne de chomin de fer A voie normale 
Haifa-Beyrouth-Tripoli: ' cotte ligne fera partie. des lignes de 
gommunication de Syrie, et, en les reliant & la ligne de chemin de fer 
A voie normale de Palestine, établira ainsi une communication directe 


Liobjet de ta nouvelle ligne me semble étre ninsi tris clairement défini : 
congue dans un ‘bat stratégique, elle ‘ne- peut, remplin Tusage que Yon ea 
attend que si elle vient compléter le réseau de communications existant dan 
ces pays. Son utilité essenticllement militaite no paraissait done pas dovoir 
exclure a priori tout tratic d’ardre civil 

En outre, comment, on temps de 
trafic civil et trafic militaire! 
marobandises qui n" 
d'utilité militaire, C 
Jui-méme en oe 4 
‘en outre les 
Ja defini 


le 
jatifice mais jen 
la ligne Haifa-Tripoli et toute 
dans quelque pays que ce soit, les nécexsités 
arto et naturellenent la prorité en temps de goerre 


le caraotane stratégique de 
pas devoir justifier tin régime. d'exploitation 
tel que col que vous sugaéren 
fe vous rappelle en outre que les autres lignes di territoire syrv-lihan 
sont sounines,conformémont ax termes des proclamations d'urtege tena 
4 un contrile du commandement allié qui vous donne toutes les garantice 
neces ct fametionne ‘d'une ananitee ists satiefasante, Ce. mene 
controle, éventuellement renforeé, serait naturellement étemti_ hu 
deter Hiatt Boron rangers Seeait matorellement’étend Au chemin 
2 La difficulté d'établ 


nowvelle ligne ne mo parait 
spécial parement militaire, 


x 






























































3° Le probléme qui doit copendant retenir le plus notre attention est 
colui des modalités.d’exploitation qui seront & la fots les plus simples et les 
plus efficaces dans les circonstances actuelles. Dans votre lettre précitée et 
dans la Jettre du Major Shapland en date du 4 mai dernier, je vois exposées 
les différentes raisous d’ordre pratique qui commanderaient que l'exploita~ 
Hon de la ligne f0t remise A Yarmée britannique. Permetter moi ‘de les 
reprendre tne & une en rappelant les remarques qu’elles m’ont suggérées 


(@) Question da matériel roolant. Votre lettre, dans son paragraphe 4, 
suggére que le D.H.P, ne posséderait pas le matériel roulant lui permettant 
exploitation de in ligne et que les locomotives du Département de la Guerre 
te pourraient pas cirvuler sur le réseau D.H.P. 
il est vrai que les locomotives du Département de la Guerre ne 
raient étre mises en service sur le réseau D.HLP., en revanche, il est 
inexact. de dire que le D.ELP. ne dispose pas d'un nombre de locomotives et 
dle wagons sufsnts pour tsmurer son propre trafic, En ce qui concerne ls 
Tocorotivs, je vous rappel que le DELP. a actuellement en service sur les 
Traki State Railways dix locomotives GS-mises hla disposition de ce réseau 
A la demande des autorités britanniques, et qu’en outre, Loutes les locomotives 
da D.HLP. pourront circuler sar la nouvelle ligne. Tl en est de méme pour 
Jes wagons, le trafic de la Palestine avec I'Trak étant assuré, pour Ia plus 
grande part, A V'aide de wagons D.H.P-—LS.B. 

(b) Question des tarifa. Dans sa lettre du 4 mai dernier, le Major 
Shapland faisait valoir que, dans le cas oi V'exploitation de la nouvelle ligne 
serait assurée par le D.H.P,, il serait difficile d’établir une tarification pour 
le transport des marchandises 

11 a déji 616 réponda ce sujet que le D.H.P. pourrait aisément établir 
dos tarifs qui tiendraient compte des conditions spéciales de la construction 
de la ligne, en particulier du fait que le financement est assuré par la 
‘Trésorerie britannique. c 

(¢) Séjour du personnel & Az-Zib. Sur ce point encore, pas de difficultés 
particuliéres. La méme situation existe & Samak ot le séjour du personnel 
ayrien ne donne lieu A, aucune difficults spéciale, et en Europe dans de 
hombeeuses gares frontiéres internationales situées sur le territoire d'un 
des denx Etats limittophes, oii le personnel ferroviaire de Vautre Etat eat 
autorisé A séjourner selon des dispositions conventionnelles dont les 
Dringipales ont daileary 6 cide par Yo Droit international 

‘ous me pardonnerez d’étre ainsi entré dans des considérations d'un 
caractire aussi technique. Elles sont cependant nécessaires car elles 
soulignent qu'il n’existe aucune objection pratique A l'exploitation de a 
nouvelle ligne par le D-H.P, Bien au contraire, l'exploitation par le D.HLP. 
‘constituerait de loin le meilleur systéme. 

Je ne vois pas en effet pourquoi les raisons qui ont amené les autorités 
britanniques 4 abandonner exploitation du trongon  palestinien aux 
Palestinian Railways ne seraient pas applicables, au bénéfice du D.ELP., au 


trongon lianas. Aux terme dela letre précitée du Major Shapland a 


aystéme adopté par les autorité britanniques pour le trongon palestinien 


répondrait aux considérations suivantes 


(1) Désir d’éviter Vexistence de doux directions indépendantes pour 
exploitation du chemin de fer dans la zone de: Hatf 
(2) Economie de matériel et de personnel. 


Ces deux raisons me semblent également valables poor le trongom libanais 
En ce qui concerne le matériel, je crois avoir déja indiqué que le DH. P 
peut répondre aux besoins de la nouvelle ligne, D'autre part, l'emploi du 
1 du D.H.P. permettra A I'armée britaunique de faire une séricuse 
TEonomio de main d’auiere. 11 ut évitera en outre de devoir reeourir au recrute- 
ment sur place dn nouveau personnel civil qui n’aurait sans doute pas les 
mimes capacités que le personnel da D.H.P. Enfin, il me semble également 
inopportan d'avoir deux directions indépendantes pour la ligne dane la 
zone do. port de Beyrouth. D'ane fagon plus générale d'aillears, le systime 
d'exploitation par le DELP. w’entrainerait que la conclusion de trois accords 
entre cette compagnie et les Palestinian Railways, 4 savoir 


Une convention d’échange de matériel 
entente de trafic: 
1 traité d'exploitation de gare commune pour la gare de Az-Zib, 


Au contraire, “dans Uhypothése de l'exploitation par I'autorité 
militaire britannique, celle-ci devrait conclure les accords suivants 
Avec le DHP— 
Une convention change de matériel & Tripoli; 
Une convention pour Te trafic éhangé par transbordement a 
Beyrouth 
Un traité d’exploitation de gare commune pour Tripoli; 
Un traité d’exploitation de gare commune pour Beyrouth. 


Avec le port de Beyrouth— 
Un traité pour exploitation des voies du port 


Aves les soreices des dousner— 
Un traité pour endosser les charges du transit international 


Jo crois, sur ces différents ‘points ordre pratigue, mre” suffsamment 
expliqué J’admets que les autorités militaires britanniques aient prévu le 
ppersotnel et le matérie! nécessaires pour l'exploitation de la ligne par armée 
britannique. C'est IA un point qui les concerne seules, “Mais ye me crois 
fondé & insister pour que l'on adopte le xysteme h la fois le plos simple, le 
plus souple et le plas conforme aux exigences et aurx ressources locales, et on 
ttn autre qui ne s¢ justifierait par aucane considération d'otdre pratique, 
4° Reste un argument qui a été développé A mes services, W'abord par 
la lettre prévitée dit Major Shapland, puis par le Brigadier Hutchins’ et 
selon lequel V'armée britannique est en droit de ae nserver Vexploitation 
dls ighe puisque vest elle qui cn naire le Nnancemont 
Permettez-moi de vous dire francherment ma. pene ace sujet. Jo ne 
erois pas qu'un tel argument réponde A T'esprit de notey alliance. “De plu 
il était dtabli que celni qui paie, c'est dire lo plun Fiche, acquiert p 
W.méme des droits, notamment des droits de propriété, en proportion ‘es 
eapitanx qu'il fournit, et ai c'était IA un principe généralement admis. au 
£8 ds a soliton des Nations uni e ne dont pas que ix ance 2a 
wacoup A es ir, mais il est possible que In Grande-Bretagne puisse 
ellesaée sentir Fincobvnien de tte these on 
ous me pardonnerez d'avoir été aussi long, main ji cru néoenaire, 
pour vous mettre i méme do connaitre complatemsent mo1) point de vie dene 
cette affaire, d’en envisager tous les aspects ause! bien Gconomiques et 
techniques que militaires La question est complexe. Elle demands donc 
ine solution simple. J'espére avoir réassi A yous en indiquer Ta. voie, et 
touhaite vivement quo nous polisions. tres prochainement hows. ettse 
cemnplatement d' accord. 
Bien sinctrement votre, 
CATROUX.” 


Répondant A cette lettre, le Général Spears en reconnut le vids mais ajouta 
ve Ia decision de 'armée britannique att prise et que, malgre les roprets gu 
prouvait de constater notre désiccord, cette décision serait appliques dts que 

le trongon Haifa-Beyrouth serait terminé 

Liencore, a politique du fait accompli ne peut que faire nattre le regrettable 

soupgon qu'on désire, di cité britannique, obtenit en pays libanaly un pose dont 
Vhistoire du développement des communications ferroviaires en Orient: pormet 
de mesurer importance, non sedlement économique, mais politique. 

‘Dans ces conditions, le Comité National est décidé h voppeser & Vouverture 


du trafic Haifa—Tripoli tant que ¢e litige n'aura pas reg ot qui 
lee droits de In France - Ser nearer ape 


Note ow sujet de la Rafierie de Tripoli 


‘La question du transfert de la raifinerie de Tripoli & la Syria Petroleum 
Company a été olfciellement ouverte par tne letre atiresce te 10 juin dernier, 
par le Général Spears au Délégué Général. 
kes arguments da Général Spears pour justier cote prétention ont été 
réfutés par le Contrileur de Soviétés concessionnaires et Travaux publics a la 
Délégation Générale qui, résumant bribvement I'affaite depuis ea genbse, exposait 
ee qui suit 
Le 4 aoiit 1999, en contre partie de garanties données par 1'Adminis 
tration dans un autre domaine, Ja compagnie anglaise, Syria Petroleum 
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; Pe % Syria and 
Company (S.P.C,), qui s’appelait alors * Petroleum Concessions Syr 
Lebanon (Limited) {P.S.L.)- s'engageait & approrisionner au Tiina, die 
accord de l'Administration et le plus rapidement or le matériel d'un 
topping plant. pouvant trailer $0,000 tonnes de ptrole brut par en. Ele 
Seugageait en cutre a procéder au montage et ala mise en service de cette 
Jhotkilstion dane le cas de guerre on de Morus génant 'approvisionnement de 
la du. Liban en hydrocarbures. 

Liaccord de l'Admitistration 2 ces dispositions présentées parla 
compagnie fut donné dis le 7 nod, et le 7 septembre 1939 il lui était deman¢ 
de prévoir V'installation effective du topping plant. ~ 

“De nouvelles et pressantes lettres lui furent adressées le 31 octobre 
1999, Je 24 janvier, le 7 avril et Te 22 mai 1940. blles n'eareot dautre 
évuliat gu‘tne dicusion. stile sur Vemplacemeat aidopter pour la 
construction de la raffinerie et la présentation des plans d ature 
installation, Aucan matériel ne fut approvisionné ni anéme probablement 
command , a 
“amin juin 1940, le ravitailement x hydrocarbures den tats n'ctait plus 

é, la situation s’annoncait critique pour wn proche avenir et 'Adminis 
fee ered meee peepee 
Tripoli. Paralldlement, elle faisait counaitre, le 22 juillet, A la S.P.C. qu’el 
faisait toutes réserves concernant la responsabilité eacourtic pat bs compasnic 
di fait qu'elle a'avait pas tenv ses engagements. 1 $0 aodt enfin, avant de 
commences Tos travaux, elle visit la compagnie que Tey dépenses qu'elle se 

i ‘obligation d‘assurer seraient mises A si chat 
Se an ae ec i eae 
construction était sur le point d’étre terminée, la S.P.C. offrait & !’Admini 
ee pen ame 
Construction de la raffinerte, et précisait que, faute de porséder dans le pays 
des techniciens compéteots elle be faisnit pas d'ojectinn A Vexploitation de 
in raineie par 'Adminisfration yuu’ qu de conditions économiques 

‘normales dient suectdé aw prisent état de guer ‘ 

Peat rete offre fat acveptce Te 19 mars 1O4T, tals il fat précné que ls 
droite de Ia compagnie ne portaient que sur le matériel monté et pay la 
date du’30-avril 1941, % Fexclusion du matériel emprunté et devant étre 
Featitué on fin d exploitation ou du matériel réquiaitionné et non évalué h cette 
date. Entrent notamment dane oes dernitres catégories des éléments 
teasenitiels tele que les quatre chaudiéres de production de vapeur, les pompes 
} vapeur prétées par la Marine ou riquinitionnées, certains des réservoirs 
Indtaltiques, ste. Tl Gait, en outry, etiement précisé que [Inepection 
générale des Travaux publics continuerait a exploiter directement jusquiau 
Fetour i des conjonctures normales beer 

*"Bnfin un dernier échange de lettres intervenait, le 9 juin ttre 
de la compagnig, e110 jalet réponse. de VAdeinseration, toachant dev 

ii ajet de quelques points particuliers, 5 
Pree sta taduypenaties abt rappel nous poavons maintenant 

caminer la lettre du Général Spears dans le détail 


Le Général indique qu'il a recu des instructions de son Gouvernement 
ayoind diocuter ln qutation du tronsfert de la rainerie hee propriiaies 
ja Syrian Petroleum Company. La question de propriété n'est pas discutée 

pls que J intention des parties contractantes de rendre des que possible 
Fexploitation a la 8.0.0. 

“De Vexposé qui a 6té fait plus haut, il ressort 

“Que la S.P.C. neat propriétaire que d'une parti seulement de 
installation, HMlablement an peu moins de Ia moitié 
Que Tntnton dee parties conractanten Wm jamain Gt do 
modifier les modalités actuelles dexploitation, mais bien que V'une com 
‘autre ont tonjours été d'accord poar que l'exploitation reste assurée 
TF T'Administration jusqa'au retour A dex conjonetures. normales 
fceidant i Pétat de guerre aetwel. Cette unanimité de sessile 
itement : d'une part, Ia compagnie jugeait la tact a 

Pariancens 2 ue ac compen Soa che me 

ne s¢ sodciait pas de prendre une exploitation qui s'avérait pleine de 

Wicissitudes et de dangers; d'autre part, l'Administration, en. raison 

‘de la carence de la compagnie & tenir ses engagements, se refuaait A Ii 

fonfier Vexploitation d'une installation qu'elle avait éé incapable de 

‘construire. 
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“*L'argumentation développée dans la lettre du Général Spears se troave 
‘Binsi en contradiction avec Jes faits. 

“Le Général Spears expose ensuite que dans Pintirét de la cause alliée, 
if"eal déirabte gut Te transfert soit [axe immiaccienent pour perputent 
Faugmentation Sela prodection, ee’ gui reppuse ta, rironstraciion, et 
Pestension de l'usine. et 20 eaplottalton pt den eaperts on, raffaage. 
L’outillage et le matériel ne peucent étre’ troueds que dans lex autres 
rafinerics de Moyen-Orient, ut ne peuvent om acceptor le transfert dans 
tame rafiacrie qui west pas’ vous lout contrdle techalowe 46 gui te posade 
pas lo degrd de obcurité dtatrable, cot outllage ot se mactrict fant peerique. 
hnent irremplagabien, De mime, e personnel compétent ne peut five troved 
‘que dans les raffineries du Moyen-Orient.. 

fous sommes pleinement d'accord avec le Général Spears, surtout 
dans les circonstances actuelles, sur la nécessité de Grid ng? Ja production 
de la Raffinerie de Tripoli, et nons n'avons cossé de défendre ce point de vue 

‘aupris de toutes Jos autoritée britanniques avec lenquelles nons avons eu 

discuter de questions d’hydrocarbures,- Peut-etre paurrions nous seulement 

Tegretter que pres d'un an we soit écoulé sans qu'nne question aussi 

importante n’ait regu d'autre solution que Ia visite de deux ingénieurs, l'un 

de Haifa en mai 1042, l'autre de Suez en jain dernicr, 

“* Par contre, l"augmentation de la production, du moins. telle quielle 
a 6t6 envisagée.jusqu'ioi, ne suppose pas la reconstruction de L'usine, mais 
Je renforcement et I'extension des installations exictantes, Peut-étre 
conviendrait-il, dans ce domaine, de poser le probléme d'une fagan claire, 
Tl serait alors possible d’examiner en commun avec ies experta anglais. len 
jelotions techniques & adopt at es mone mete eh eave pour realist 
les installations nouvelles. Il n'est uullement. prouve en particulier que le 
matériel et outillage ne peuvent pas Stre trouvé ailleurs que davis lex 
raffineries da Moyen-Orient 

“* Peut-étre aussi pourrions-nous soubaiter que ces raffineries fassent 
montre d'un peu plus d'esprit de coopération. La Raffinerie do Tripoli n'a 
fn effet trouve, aprts Lastident dn 23 mai, aucune aide anpres delle et 
aa ane fois encore, ne compte, que wr elo-méte pour stir dune 
situation difficile. Nul ne songe & nier que In sécurité de son exploitation 
n'est pas complite, mais no serait-il pas plus constractif au liew de ae borner 
4 le constater de nous aider A améliorer cette sécurité! Ceci ne su pose pas 
'ailleurs la réalisation de travaux importants, mais seulement In fourniture 
de matériel ou de matériaux qui existent en Palestine et en Egypte. 

“Quant i la question du. persounel, nous ne pouvons que protester 
véhémentement, car, de In lecture de la lettre du Général Spears, on pourrait 
comclare que notre personnel st insufisant en. qualité et en vombe. La 
meilleure preuve de la qualité de co personnel, c'est qu'il a pit metiet h bien 

la construction de la raffinerie que des experts américains ot anglais jugeaient 
irréalisable dans les circonstances oh novs nons tronvions placés. La majeure 
aeed d'entre eux vient d’aillenrs de grandes raffineries et possédent 
Pexcllentesrférencen Lue nomtn et saat pour ausurer exploitation 

Wane installation bervcoup plus développe que TractuclieWajuuterst 

qu'il existo encore dans les Forces Francaise Libres quelques spécialistes 

auxquels nous pourrions avoir recours si nécessaire, 

"Un autre aspect de la question considérd comme primordial dst gu'it 
fout arricer é um maimum de souplesse pour le tenitement du brut por le 
raffineries de Haifa, Kirkouk et Tripoli pour adapter ta production aus 
desoiny de Varmée. "It serait exsentiel pour y arriver que Yes trois usines 
point ‘ous une direction technigue unique 

* De tels problémes sont uniquement des probldmes de coordination qui 
peuvent se réwndre aisément par dantres woyens: conferences, Haisoh 
Comité, commission, &. Tis ne sont pas spécianx au pétrole mais ss posent 
dans bide d'autres damaines, 

“Tne parait pas nécessaired’aborder Ja discussion de Vaspoct financier 
de la question; le Général Spears reconnait daillenrs qu'il s'agit. d'un 
probltme d'une certaine complexité subordonné A la conchusien préalable dn 
‘Accord de principe sur le premier point.” 

Dans ces conditions, e Délgué Général, par ane lettre en date dy 6 il 
répondait an Ministre de Grande-Bretagne qu'il convenail. d'abord. dlentre 
prendre des conversations techniques entre experts francais et. britanniques, et 
réservait In question de In propriété et du transfert, Par une lettre en date du 
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10 juillet, Je Général Spears admit le principe de conversations: techniques 
préalables, mais indiquait qu’il serait “* criminel ” de tolérer que des discnssions— 
sur quelque aspect que ce soit de la question—vinssent retarder la volation du 
problame, 

Pro" Depuis Tors, Vafluire est au point mort. Les couversations techniques dont 
le principe avait &é reconnu de part et d'autre n’ont pas été entamées, pas plus 
que la disenssion de fond sur Ia question de la propriété et du transfert. 


Exploitation des Lignites, 
‘Trt caractéristique encore est Vaflaire ds lignites do Bochara ot Eixours 


Spears, 


concessionnaires demandaient wm comité paritaire, 
tion ne paraissait pas offrir «importante difficalté 

Le 24 aoiit 1942, Jo conseiller économique britannique adressait une lettre au 
Cabinet du Général Catroux déclarant que ‘*étant donné que l'exploitation 
dos mines de lignite serait faite exclusivement par l'armée et que la production 
no servituit qu’ des besoins militaires, la proposition d'une Commission des 
Lignites n’était plus utile, da moins pour le moment "* et qu'a Ia suite d'une 
décixion du Grand Quartier Général du Caire on passerait purement et simple- 
ment i exploitation par l'armée. 

Lo Général Catroux dut repousser cet argument du ** fait accompli " et le 
Général Spears accopta de revenir A la méthode de libre discussion. 11 est 
évident que cette discussion, tout en tenant compte des nécessités de la guerre, 
dovra respecter le principe fondamental de Vexploitatioa des ressources locales 
par la France, 


Intercentions britanniques en Matitre financidre. 


Les intentions britanniques en matiére flnancidre ont é14 récemment révélées 
ar M. Thomas, Banking Adviser de In Mission Spears: Le 27 aoit. dernier, 
Thomas déclarait en effot A deux agents francais, MM. Grollet et Martin, & 
mas, qu'il dtait venu se renseiyner sur Ja situation financiére de I'Etat de Syrie, 
rétendant que le fait pour la Trésorerie britannique d'accorder des avances i la 
Ehime centrale de In France combattante donnait aux agents hritauniques le droit 
de surveiller l'emploi desiites avances et, par voie de conséquence, de contriler 
Jes finances syriennes, 

Cette délaration simple éclaire une démarche & laquelle procédait dans le 
rméime temps M. Rosa, conseiller financier de Ia Mission Spears: M, Rosa remettait 
au Président du Conseil libanais une note pi it Ta, eration. d'une 
“Commission monétaire, bancaire, des Changes et de la. Bourse "qui aurait pour 
bat ‘In réglementation du controle monétaire, bancaire, des changes et de la 
bourse dans les pays du Levant.” 

Te Général Catroux dut relever cette démarche par une lettre du 1° septembre 
adressée aut Général Spears 

TLe Général Catroux saisissait cotte occasion pour faire connaitre son point 
de vue sur le fond de Ia question 


* Le contrite des finances locales a été jusqu’A maintenant di seul ressort 
de V'antorité francaise. Les changes de lettres franco-britanniques des 12 et 
27 septembre 1941 relatifs, le premier & V'extension A la Syrie et an Liban de 
Vacoord financier du 19 mars de la, méme année, le amx mesures A 
prendre consécutives a !"inelsion des Etats duu Levant dans le bloc sterling, 
Teoontiaissaient nos droits en la matidre. Je ne vois aucune raison de modifier 
‘sujourd’hui cet état de choses et j’ajoute que le projet envisagé va directe 
‘ment a Tencontre de l'accord Lyttelton-de Gaulle.” 


En réponse W vette lettre, le Général Spears précisa Je 3 septembre 142 que 

M, Rosa n’avait pas remis spontanément une note an. Président du. Conseil 
i jue cette note avait été demandée i M. Rosa par Sami Bey Solh. 

we, ajoute le Général Spears, le Premier Ministre lihanais et 
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certainement tous les membres du Gouvernement ont toute liberté de s'adresser 


A moi-méme, ou & mes constill mations qu’ 
me lers, pour, tontes informations qu’ils désirent 


% ative de Vindépendance, la cession de certains 

vericos gétés par Ia Delégation Générale au titre des." Intérdte commun, 
Dans Je domaine fivaticicr, comme dans les auties vomaines, la France 

combattante entend rester maltresse de son action. “Il n'est pis A supposer que 

Je Gouvernement britannique prenne A son compte l'argument de certains de ses, 

agente apt ee es avanes de Trésrerie creat un droit. de contrle on 

it i "e serait vicier Jes rapports 
Aus consistent en édhanges de prestations et deserves ee BO tant 


Antercentions britanniques dans le Domaine agricole et industriel. 


Dans le domaine agricole, sous couvert de contrats de cultures pour les beso) 
de Varmée, les agents de In’ Spears Mission (Major Howard does) se uettent 
directement en contact ayer les services agricoles des Etats et les agriculteurs 
Les premiers favorisent ces contacts directs pour des raisons qui ne sont 
as toujours d'ordre agricole 
Les particuliers s adressent & Ja Mission Spears d‘autant plas volontiers que, 
dlisposant de moyens financiers importants, Wexclusivites et de priorite dimer, 
tation (par lintermédiaire de Ja U.K.C.C.), cet organisme est en mesure de fournir 
irene lime dea ‘engrain, des produits, divers. (eoutre, cim 
ee fois da matériel, avec beaucoup pl i bali 
fnweticides) ot parfois du materi mup plus de facilité et de libéralité 
On peut citer comme exemple 
La demande ndressée par la Spears Mission aux ser icales 
Etats de lui faire connaltre, aux fim dimportation, tee quantites de genives 
de semence potagére dont ils poorraient avoir bewi, 
La mise en) route et In poursuite Pessais de cultu jive 
ems poursuite directe d’essais de culture de diverses 
La Mission Spears s'est adresse directement des importateurs 
mucins ran Satine, Smetana, 8 de inpataeary de 
matériel tracteur & importer d'Amérique, la, Mission Spears fournissant les 
références nécessaires 4 l'ohtention des autorisations de sortie et du shipping. 
space. 
La Mission Spears a dooné du ciment sur les dotations. rise 
Yarmée 4 un de ses contracteurs qui, travaillant avec 1'0-F.G. eupesrenie 
ailleurs, 


Dans le domaine indastriel, i! semble que les Ei ie io 
également directement, 4 peu prs dans le mae sene ie es Ofiiors orice 
ifs Sadresseat aux productos lear demandant de renseignements sur eure 
inst ions, leurs besos, dans it, disent-ils, ter i 
Siero ie i iporter les machines et les 
irfois ces dernitres (filés de coton, sncre, graines oléagineuses, fer blanc 
pour emballages, mals, &x) sont distribuées parle URC G eee meee Tes 
avec les services de coordination existants et dans des conditions qui ne sont 
Sonar sane 
in Tespice, fa U-K.C.C., dispoaant du shipping space; tant & Vimportati 
gpa Vexportation, de larges'posablites de fiauneement, de certaine Monopole 
importation. it comme un omnerant pariclitement favorit donne de 
jas en plus Himpression qu'elle ext le canal obligato ive 
ps a ze ats Se igatoire par loquel doivent passer 
D'ailleurs, la dernitre réunion de In Comminsi i 
rie is ace, in et Comin. sopra 
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protesté contre les agissements de la U.K.C.C., déclarant que cette derniére devait 
teaser d'agir i Ja fois comme un organisme officiel et comme un organisme privé. 
Son caractére d'organisme officiel devrait obliger & passer pour Ia répartition 
de ses. importations par la Commission supérieure du Ravitaillement et lui 
interdire toute intervention directe sur le marché intérieur. 5 

De ces interventions on peut rapprocher certains exemples d’intrusions 
arbitraires de V'armée britannique dans V'appropriation et Iv distribution des 
matiéres ou produits ouvrés 

Voici deux cas significatifs 

1) L’armée britannique ayant réquisitionné un magasin appartenant & un 

(Me oanargant ch materians de conatroction; Monsieur Zabbal, 
procédé a enlevement de tous les matériaux entreposis, Ee s'était 
engagée par éerit A laisser A notre disposition les matériaux contrélés, 
parm) lesquels 473 tonnes de fers A ton et 71 tonnes de poutrelles, 
‘ainsi que 21 tonnes de tole noire. Apres avoir créé de nombrenses 
difficultés pour délivrer les bons émis sur ce stock, le service des 
R.E. Stores vient de nous informer par lettre da 21 aofit que le stock 
est ‘entibrement épnisé et qu’en cas de besoins urgents pour 
les Services publies nous devrons adresser une demande an R.G. de la 
IX? Armée par Pintermédiaire du conseiller économique de ta Mi 
Spears. 

2) Les stocks de ciment mis chaque mois & In disposition des ravitaillements 
Tocaux varient de 100 A 300 tonnes alors que les besoins sont de l'ordre 
de 1,000 a 1,500 tonnes, 

Copendant, V'armée britannique distriboe & ses contractants des 
uantitée telles qu'ils peuvent en distraite une partie importante et 
alimenter ainsi fe marché noir qui se trouve abondamment pourvu, 
miais au prix de 160 L-LS, la tonne, alors que le prix de taxation est 
te LES 

(8) Les contractants de Varmée britannique sont également fournis en fers 
‘& béton dans des proportions qui leur permettent d’alimenter 
continnellement le marché noir au prix de 1,000 4 1,200 L.LS, In 
tonne, alors que les prix de taxation varient de 410 4477 LS. welon 
Tos dinmtres, 


Dans cos conditions, il devient trb« difficile dalimenter te marché civil, et, 
comme les rorvions de rayitaillement Ioeaux sont contrilés par dow fonctiontaires 
francais, Vopinion se répand de plus en plux dans le pays que. nows sommes 
incapables d'obtenir des autorités britanniques es produits mécessires anx 
besoins du pays. 


Ingérences locates des Agents subalternes britanniques. 


Sans vouloir ressusciter des questions maintenant réglées et classées, il y a 
tien de sijginler que les agents subalternes britanniques interviennent fréquemment 
auprés des autorités ou des populations locales sans passer par I'intermédiaire des 
services franaie inlérené, et parfois dant un eens nuisible 8 la bonne marche 
des affaires. 

Cos interventions concernent plus génémnlement Je doniaine politique ou des 
domaines touichant étroitement & la politique. 

Rappelons, pour mémoire, les agissements de certains officiers britanniques 
auprés des populations de I’ Euphrate qui ont atouti aux incidents sanglants de 
Fantomne dernier, agissements sur lesquels le Général Catronx. a, l'époque, 
attiré l'attention de M, Lyttelton et des Généraux Auchinleck et Wilson. 

Plus. réceomment, les services britanniques, et en particulier le Capitaine 
Pritchard, s0 sont livrés aux Alaouites & dex manauyres contre lesquelles le 
Dalagué m levé une proestationformell tur lesquells une eaquéte est corte 

les questions de sécurité également, il arrive A In ‘* British Security 
Mission" de prendre des initiatives dans les questions intéressant la SOreté 
générale ou d'autres services francais, et sans consulter ceux-ci, C'est ainsi, 
fur ne prundre qu'un exemple entre dautres, que Jn BSA. de Damas érivat 
Ala date du 11 mare dernier une lettre au seorétai de la Compagnie 
d Blectricité et de Tramways de Damas pour Ini demander ane liste complete des 
membres, du conseil d'adminietration, du directeur et des employés de cette 
compagnie. 

‘Enfin, dans le domaine économique et financier on a ea & relever des ingérences 
locales regrettables de la part des agents britanniques, 


Voici tn des'cas les plus récents: celui d’une demande adressée. par un 
particulier au diretenr Ie Footie des Changes et qui a cee visée par le Pelitical 
D voici un autre; les travanx d’installation et de distribution d'eau & 
Deir-ez-Zor ont és extentés par lev Britannigues sens tenir sompta des socom 
mandations du conseiller pour les Travaux publics de in République syrienne. 
De telles affaires peuvent sembler étre de peu d'importance, mais kurvenant 
fréquemment, elles entraivent des complications regrettables dans l'administration 
des deux pays. Plus encore, elles créent un climat peu favorable au développement. 
harmonicux de la collaboration franco-britannique, 
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Weekly Political Summary No, 24 - Syria und the Lebanon, September 16, 1942. 
(Received September 24.) 
1, General. 
THE outstanding event of the week bas been the visit of Mr. Wendell 
to Beirut on his way from Turkey to Russia (see below under *) 
Me. Willkie and hin advirers ‘stayed only. twi 
fortunately, prevented from gaining any real insight into native fesling and 
aspirations at firet hand; but he was at great pains to understand the Britiah 
point of view, and his visit hax to some extent offeet the despondency cauned by 
‘eneral de Gaulle's presence in the Ley 
There has been some increase in political aotivity as the reactions in political 
ral de Gaulle’ visit and. his specches ake t 
“Tho reeentinent aroused by hin pronouncements is , thongh 
the first outbursts have died down. He in cotisidered to have administered a 
rebufl to the Britiah ax goaran Syrian independence; and, although in 
certain political circles the opinion ix being expressed that his action» are of 
ephemeral interest only, since the future status of Syria and the Lebanon will 
be decided at the peace conference, the common view ix undoubtedly that the 
British have abandoned the two States to the Preach 
‘The return at this juncture of Shukei Quwatli from Iraq, referred to below, 
is quite possibly without political significance, though it coincides with renewed 
Natioualiet activitieg, x 
progress of tho war ix regarded with indifference in the absence of auy 
inmesince threat trom Egypte ‘The magnitude of the operations in usia 
Understood only by very few. India ban raat 


faded out of the picture completel 
‘General de Gaulle left Damascus for Fort Lamy ont the 14th. Septenber 
There were no official leavo-takings, and it in therefore possible that he intends 
to return to the Levant States for’ brief visit before his final departure for 
Lon 


2 Wheat 

Collection of wheat and other cereals continues at about. th e as for 
in sro he aame rate ax fo 

Jn pursuance of a stocking programme, 12,000 tons of sals 
of transport tthe Lanon fo tery there before the 20th September, 
omprebetsive reorganisation, of road transport arr ts 
vey. and wil fe hp teat n'a speedingeup of transport asda material 
ancial saving. 

The Syrian Prime Minister is continuing bis ‘> wheat tous,"* accompanied by 
British and French ‘representatives, and. will visit Aleppo ‘Ded 
Kameshilé between the ibth and 17th of thie moat eet Denise and 
3. Syria. 

Damascus.—Shukri Quwatli, the prominent Nationalist leader, has returned 
to Danco frm Tago the pretext (which may be gai) a viii hi sek 
daughter. Alt was formerly suspected of pro-Axis leanings, and 
‘certainly dislikes the French, he consistently expressed proAllied setitiments 
Ainge stay in Trag and auwed resrait In coming Syrian aaa 

Goverument of the Yemen has Tecognised. Syrian’ independence and 
expressed willingness (o exchange efcial representatives. 


4. Aleppo. 


There are indications of renewed Nationalist activity. A deputation which 
visited Sandollah Jabri in the Lebanon retarned with assurances of ‘unanimity 
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amongst Nationalist leaders, and there has been talk of the despatch of aft o 
letter to. the Fighting French authorities setting out the grievances of the 
Nationalist bloc. 

‘he Mobafez, who, as reported in last’ week’s Summary, recently visited 
Damascus to:obtain the restitution of 3,000 tous of Euphrates wheat diverted to 
the Lebanon and Damascus, has returned with nothing more than vague 
‘assurances that the deficiency would be made good, 


6. Home and Hama, 

‘The anti-French reaction and consequent increase in British’ popularity 
which have resulted from General de Ganlle’s visit to this area continue to have 
an unfortunate effect on Anglo-French relations. In an attempt to remedy this 
state of affairs and to explain to local British officers the Erench point of view, 
the délégué declared frankly that Fighting French officers felt themselves bound 
av all couts (o maintain thelr hold over "former Ereuch possessions,” 30 as to be 
able to justify themselves when they returned to France. 

Enemy propaganda in this area is now almost exclusively directed against 
the Fighting Freuch, 


6, Jebel Druze, 
‘The Emir Hassan has been in the Jebel throughout the week. His visit is 
believed to be due to desire to kéep himself in the public eye and to strengthen 
his ponition with his own family, several sections of which are extremely jealous 
of his influence. 
Cereal collections are showing a steady improvement and now total about 
1,000 tons, inoluding 750 tons of whent 


7. Alaouite Territory, 

‘Thore are no events of political importance to report from this area. IL now 
appears unlikely that the Fighting French will agree to any aeveplable baxis for 
the proposed jotnt enguiry into the affair of Suleiman Murshid (sco last week's 


Summary), and a purely British court of enquiry is therefore wider consideration, 
Enemy submarine activity off the coast continues on a small scale 


8, Buphrates and Jesireh 
An uneasy situation has arisen in the Arab Pounar area, where the high- 
handed methods of the Basrowi family, who have been given a virtual monopoly 
n of wheat, havo brought them into conthict with their rivals, the 
ntensified the animosity existing between the two families. "The 
French Délégué is considering what steps can be taken to end the 
monopoly and at the same time to vflect a reconciliation between the 

two factions. 

Rifles and ammunition have been received by the délégué for distribution to 
the Assyrian villages on the Khabour, and a field security sergeant is being 
posted to Tel-Tamer. ~ 

‘The removal of a number of steel pipes from Tel-Tamer by the Syrian Public 
Works Department authorities for use in an important irrigation scheme in 
another part of the country bas created resentment in the settlement. The 
Assyrians, despite the fact that the pipes have not been used for five years, regard 
them as one of their assets at Tel-Tamer, and had hoped for a cash remuneration 

3 than the present promise of replacement by reinforced piping. ‘The removal 
ing carried out with n section of the Escadrons Légers standing by 

Tn the Euphrates Province wheat collections are progressing. sitis{actorily, 
but they are behind schedule in the Jezirch, where resentment is felt at the heavy 
quota demanded from this province compared with the lighter contribution 
required from the Aleppo area. 

Tn Deit ez Zor the scheme for the supply of cheap bread to the poor (reference 
to which has been madle in previons Summaries) has made no progress. ‘The local 
authorities are still jogyling with the lists and trying to decide whether chea 
wheat is to be distributed to 5,000, 8000 or 10,00 poor people, "The ped 
themselves have sent a telegram to the Minister of the Interior to the effect that 
there are at least 12,000 poor in the town. Tt is hoped by bargaining to induce 
the authorities in Damascus to relent and to agree to a subsidy for 8,000 poor, as 
suggested by the Mohafez. 

EE The Mohater of the Jesireh has drawn up a plan for the feeding of the poor 


of his area. 


Commandant Auboire, Inspecteur des S.S. at Hassetche, isto be replaced 
by Capitaine Loheac. This will in all probahility prove a change from had to 
worse 


9. Tribal 
Following an attack by the Awlad Faisal section of the Iraqi Shammar on a 
rival section of the same tribe (the Shallah) employed as guards on W.D. road 
works, the Shallah leader and his party have taken refuge with Daham el Fadi 
in Syrian territory, where they have siuce been joined by 60. more. tents. 
Although this incident is purely an internal Iraqi affair, frontier security will be 
‘menaced until it has been settled y 
Sheikh Khalil ibu Hatchim of the Fedaan (reference paragraph 9 of last 
week's Summary) has now been released from det Damascus and is living 
at Adra under a guarantee given by the Emir Fi ha‘lan 
The balance of £5 19,000 dhe to be paid to the Wulda by the Syrian 
jovernment in settlement of the Fedaan-Wulda dispute (soe parageaph of 
Summary No. 17, dated the 20th July) has now been received, but a more favour: 
able atmosphere than that existing at present is awaited before handing over the 
mone, 
movement of the Sba'a Abeida, foreshadowed in ries 20 and 21 
of the 19th and 26th August respectively. has now commenced and has #0 far 
proceeded without incident. A party of 110 tents of the Amarat of Iraq, which 
tried to accompany the Sba’a, was turned hack at Rak 
Difficulty ix still. being experieticed in solving the problem of providing 
wheat for the nomadic tribes, who will shortly bogin their winter migration 
‘The mupplies recently made available by the Syrian Government ave suflicient for 
the winter months, “The tribal sheikhs, however, are now demanding immediate 
delivery of the full year's supply, since, despite the assurances of the Syrian 
Govertimont they fear that th ot be forthcoming: when the 
iro next spring. ‘The Emir Fi Sha'l he Syrinn Prime 
jister with tribal risin, 


10. Frontier. 
Eost—Relations with the local Turkish authorities continue to be satis 
factory. On the 31st August, Turkish Independence Day, the British Political 
Officer represented the Area Commander at an official luncheon given by the 
‘Turkish Mudir at Ras el-Ain, at which the local French 8.8. aftlcen was. also 
resent. 
West Nothing to report 


1. The Lebanoy 
Mr. Wendell. Willkie i s r Tn addition to 
Jen gave a press conference 
to Beirut journalists, in the course of which he stated bluntly that it was the dut 
of the Levant. peoples not to accept, but actively to help the Allied 
authorities. His contacts with local politicians were confined to an awkwardly 
tion at the American Consul’s house, with the 
inister and Minater for Foreign Affairs and the Lebanese 
ind Prime Minister. At this meeting he asked a number of highly 
controversial questions, stich as whether they preferred the British or the French 
and what were the reasons for the present Anglo-French tension, President 
Naceache is understood to have replied in a definitely anticBritish strain, the 
others being deterred from any serious attempt to rmdness the balance by the 
knowledge that he would report all they said to the French. Mr. Willkio's 
remarkable frankness and dominating personality greatly impressed those who 
compe in contact with him, but much disappointment wax felt that the Syrians 
and Lebanese were not given better opportunities to explain to him their national 
desiderata, coupled with fears that the pro-French bias of the American Consul 
‘would result in his leaving with a mistaken idea as to what these desiderata 
really were. 
Mr. Willkie's visit has again aroused interest in the question of American 
ition of the independence of Syria and the Lebanon. ‘Some months ago the 
then Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs proposed to the United States Govern. 
ment that they should forthwith accord recognition to the Lebanon, in return for 
which the Lebanese Government would pledge itself to assume responsibility for 
all American rights in the country, ‘The United States Government is understood 
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to have returned recently & temporising reply. ‘The local press and politicians are 
now again asking whether the United States will not recognise the Lebanon, 
particularly as they state that one-fifth of all Lebanese are domiciled in the 
Americas 

During the meeting described in the preceding paragraph the Syrian 
Ministors took the opportunity to press for Lease-Lend facilities, but Mr. Willkie 
naturally declined to commit himself on this point, 

On the Lith September the Lebanese Prime Minister addressed « formal 
letter to General Catroux asking for the immediate transfer to the Lebanese 
Government of most of the services comprised in the intéréts communs. He also 
recalled the previous joint Lebano-Syrian request for the institution of a mixed 
commission to run the customs administration, and asked that Lebanese super- 
visors might be appointed to control the working of the concessionary companies. 
On the same day the Syrian Prime Minister also addressed a letter to General 
Gatroux associating the Syrian Government with Sami Bey's démarche. "No reply 
has yet been received, and it is to be expected that the Fighting French will fall 
back on their usual tacties of procrastination 

Both General de Gaulle and § Solh have paid official visits to Sidon 
The former's visit aroused little enthusiasm, despite the considerable efforts and 
pressure exercised by the Fronce Conseiller to produce a lange-rized demonstra- 
tion. Sami Bey Solh, whose family comes from Sidon, was received with great 
enthusinam, and speeches were made extolling Let independence 

‘On the 8th September the Lebanese Government freed commerce in rice and 
sugar from all restrictions on condition that importers shoald make a gift to the 
Ministry of Supply of 20 per cent. of the quantities imported, ‘The weasure has 
deen favourably commented upon, nnd local prices of these commodities are said 
to have dropped by 25 per cent 

‘Wheat colleotion in the Lebanon is slowing up, despite the exhortations and 
admonitions addressed by the Prime Minister to provincial officials during. his 
Visita Only notion agua the larg landowuers can now te expected to produce 
much more wheat and barley, thoogh the French will probably raise political 
Objection to any such nection propored against some of thore most guilty of non: 
co-operation in the wheat plan. i 

‘On the 11th September the Lebanese Prime Minister offered a banguet to the 
Syrian Prime Minister, at which officials of the Wheat Office and many leading 
merchants and journalists were present. After anodyne speeches from the two 
Prine Ministers, who assured each other of the brotherly feelings of each republic 
for the other, a discordent note was struck by a prominent Moslem journalist, who 
unexpectedly rose and made a short and blunt speech, which can be fai 
cumiharised a4" This brotherhood atu! is all very well, you Syrians, but where's 


your wheat!" 


12. Press and Propaganda. 

‘The outstanding features of the press thix week have been: Mr, Wendell 
Willkie's visit, General de Gaulle's speech on the radio a few hours before his 
sudden departure, and the changed tone of the Arabic press towards the problems 
of wheat :— 

(a) By Mr. Willkie's declaration of confidence in the Levant States and in 
their love of democracy, and by his pronouncements on Anglo-American solidarity 
‘and that of all the United Nations, he provided the press with material that 
‘cannot fail to promote confidence in the Allied cause. oa 

18) Thoogh less. outspoken on the radio, the lines of de Gaulle's address 
followed very closely those he had taken at a, press conference the same afternoon. 
‘The striking feature of both addresses has been his obvious effort to allay any 
auspicion amongst the peoples of the Levant States that there is disunity between 
the British and the Fighting French. He was at pains to discredit German RS 

ida to this eft, ad to claim that Fighting Pranoe is the symbol of Allied 
Umty.. ‘This tone contrasts s0 sharply with his earlier radio address that ite 
significance is certain to be appreciated by the quick and sensitive people of these 
States, who had made little or no effort to cloak the fact that his visit was 


ny 


lar. 
‘The tone of the Arabic press in dealing with the wheat problem has been 
ly moderated. This is in large part due to the tour undertaken by the 


(e) 
considerabl 
‘Lebanese Prime Minister for the primary purpose of accelerating sup, 


wheat to the Wheat Office. 





CHAPTER IV.—ARABIA. 


UE 4326/4326 /25 | No. 71 


Summary of Events in Saudi Arabia during 1941—(Received in Foreign Oj 
"had 3) « ign Office, 


IN Saudi Arabia, where the Government is uot only centred K 
di ; Government is uot only centred on the King be 
here the King, aided by counsellors and advisers Sea tes Sitar stiter ot 
ee is the Government, the King’s at ide dictates that of his subjects and 
is alone of importance. But though Thn Saud is an absolute monarch, he is, and 
is peooga ayant ty be, a benevolent despot, and the wisdom of his policy of friendship 
wih a d reliance on Britain is appreciated even by those elements who wish that 
2 Policy were unnecessary. Ibn Saud's persooal altitude is thus of the 
greatest. importance, for it dictates the attitude, or at least. the policy, of the 
country as a whole. "This attitude has been through the year, as Pie pear from 
succeeding paragraphs, not ouly satisfactory but most helpful. Whilst pre- 
fag nad the outward appearance of neutrality, Ibu Saud has never failed to show, 
vy his reactions to events and by his advice to those Arabs who have consulted 
him, where lay his inclinations and the interests of his country and of the Arabs 
geoeraly AAs the war has progressed aud as the wall of British and British. 
controlled territory has closed around him, and as the scarcity of pilgrims, 
especially those of the richer class, has driven the country into bankruptcy, be 
has, of course, becote more and more dependent on the goodwill of His Majesty's 
Government for the ery existence of his country. This dependence, coupled with 
his known friendship, loyalty and confidence, provides ample assurance that his 
policy of co-operation will be continued. His confidence in British strength and 
tn an ultimate British victory is unshakable, An illustration of his attitude was 
afforded when HM.S. Hood was lost. His counsellors were inclined to draw the 
conclusion that not even the British navy could stand up to the Germaus, ‘The 
King invited them to wait for a few days and they would see, When His 
Majesty's was realised and the Bismarck was sunk all those in attendance 
ood up, at King’s command and clapped. 
‘year opened with the poorest pilgrimage since the Hojaz-Nojd wi 
The loss of Javanese and Malays, w! mne atnong pilgrims stay (3 long. ely 
and spend freely, was especially serious from the standpoint of Saudi finances 
‘The drop in reveniue collected from pilgrisns, both directly in the shape of qunram. 
tine dues and tax on travel by car or camel, and indirectly: through taxation 
‘of those who had earned money through services to the pilgrims, nooeseitated 
frequent appeals to His Majest Government, the California Arabian Standard 
Oil Company and the United States Governinent for financial assistance, In 
addition to the £400,000 promised for 191, His Majesty's Government, made 
two further advances of £250,000 each. Ten millias Saedi enn rade 
minted in India at a cost of roughly £450,000 and presented to hn Saud. The 
California Arabian Standard Oil Company made an advance of 3 million dollars, 
but the United States Government did not see thoir way to offering Government 
Assistance to a country 20 clearly within the British sphere. Inapite of the 
tance, the Saudi Arabian Government ended the year with a deficit made up 
of ieppecriny rs. mae phere £1 million. Ibn Saud bas already 
asked) nee in 1942 on a larger scale, including 1 
eden FRE Juding a eredit for the purchase 
on ilst little of interest has happened in Saudi Arabia itself, hil 
this report must mainly be a recording of the impact on the country of pedaensd 
side, the war did for a few days come closer to Saudi Arabia, On the 3rd Aprila 
Mescage was received that three Italian destroyers which find escaped ‘trom 
Massawa were maki gf Jedda. To the relief of the local authorities, who had 
received the news of the impending arrival of the ships with consternation, they 
were driven ashore by combined naval and air action some 10 miles to 15'miley 
south of Jedda and scuttled by their crews. In the course of this action Sandi 
fervitory was fairly continnously vielated for more than an. hour by the Royal 
Air Force. One pilot, mistaking a pilgrim ship at anchor in Jedda eto 
geen atom $ femb and, seine scored 4 near miss, machine- 
1 wunch as it left the pilgrim ship. This activity 
appreciated neither by the captain of the ena ship nee by the He Bcin at 






























































of the legation stafl on board the launch, was understandable as alongside the 
British ship was the sia, a burnt-out French pilgrim ship lying on her side, 
mistaken by the pilot for a damaged destroyer, ‘The captain’s wrath was some 
‘what allayed by 4 signal from the British destroyer engaged : “* Sorry you have 
been troubled.”” ‘There were no casualties or damage. bn Saud issued a formal 
official protest. to His Majesty's Government explaining privately at the sume 
time thie he personally did not mind, but that if he allowed his territory to be 
Violated without protest he would lay himself open to criticism by the “ others 
the Axis. 

‘4. As a result of this engagement the entire orews of the three destroyers, 
unhurt except for sore feet, struggled into Jedda and were interned... The 
number of the internees was swelled during the following weeks by the arrival 
Of small parties of Italian and German merchant seamen who hid fled from 


een 


itory without permission and. could either remain 
interned or be expelled, pointing out that the latter course would be tantamount 
to handing them over to a British authority, as they must necessarily pass through 
British-controlled territory or waters en route for their own or a neutral country. 
Thn Saud felt himself unable, in the absence of any precedent, to agree to a 
suggestion that, as his attitude towards His Majesty's Government was that of 
non-belligerency rather than neutrality, he might hand over all his internees to 
tis He did aot regard the handing over of tnternees in Iraq ax a sufficiently 
good precedent. 

'8. Italian stock, never high, fell even lower ax a result of the arrival of the 
tattered crews of the scuttled destroyers. An attempt was made by the Italian 
Government to replace their inept Minister, Signor Sillitti, by Signor Crolla, but 
Ton Saud ref mission for the latter to make the journey by aeroph 
‘Towards the end of the year the funds of the Italian Legation were exhausted 
and Signor Sillitti appealed to the Saudi Government for assistance. Tho Saud, 
‘arguing that it was not consistent with his vense of Arab dignity and hospitality 
tornllow a foreign representative, whose function made him au honoured guest, £0 
Marve, stnctioned a fairly generous allowance, the amounts s advanced 10 be 
deducted from a sum owing from before the war to the Italian Government. It 
‘waa pointed out (0 him, however, that His Majesty's Government could not be 
expected to look favourably on an arrangement whereby a part, however small, of 
the suim advanced by them was devoted to keeping an Axis Legation in existence, 
and it was suggested as an alternative that Tbn Saud should invite the Italian 
Minister to withdraw if he could not find means of providing himself with funds 
from other than Sandi Government sources. ‘There was clear proof that the 
Tialian Legution were abusing the hospitality of the country by the use of a 
transmitting set. By the end of the year Tin Saud had agreed in principle to 
remove the Italian Legation and, pending their withdrawal, to give them only 
sufficient cash for their living expenses, 

6. The question of the withdrawal of M, Ballereau, the Vichy French 
Minister, was also discussed, but Thn Saud was reluctant to remove him. He can 
fidered him harmless and ‘the native population thought him mad, for how, 
otherwise, could his present pro-German and colfaborationist views be squared 
‘with his previous loud-mouthed boasts that Paris would be defended to the last 
Tamp-post and the stroggle continued, if necessary, from North Africa. But 
Thn Savd’s main reason for wishing to retain M. Ralleresu was the problem of 
the disposal of Fuad Hamza if he, in turn, were removed from Vichy. Tt was, 
the King thong neither fis interest nor in that of is Majesty's Government 
tohaye Fad Flaiiza back ik the Middle East 

7. There was brief period when it looked as though Fuad Hamza was 
being influenced by the attention paid to him by Nazi representatives He 
addressed long telegrams to Ibn Saud containing accounts of hie conversations, 
from which it was clear that he had neither attempted to counter, nor listened in 
silence to, the mixture of blandishment, lies and threats to which ‘he was treated. 

Thn Sauid wasted no time in putting him firmly in his place, pointing out that 
Saudi Arabia's interests lay solely with Britain and that if Hitler had, as he 
professed, the interests of the Arabs at heart, be would never have advised 
Tin Saud to take any step which might result in the withdrawal of British 


support. 
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&_ Ihn Saud had, in his relations with the Rashid Ali Government, a dificu 
course to steer. He found it at frst hard to believe that Rashid Alt for whem he 
vd a personal regard and who had gone further than auy other Iraqi statesman 
in meeting his wishes, notably in the matter of the Shammar chiefs, was taking 
money from the Axis. He advised Rashid Ali frequently that it was his duty, as 
it was that of all Arabs, to do nothing to hinder Britain's prosecution of the war. 
‘He was unwilling openly to denounce Rashid Ali's Government as unconstitt. 
Uional, pointing out that by so doing be would be cutting contacts which might be 
of value to His Majesty's Government and that the Moslem world knew, without 
any public declaration, on which side his sympathies and interests lay. The 
differences of opinion between Iraq and Saudi Arabia regarding the 
iammar tribes and the erection of frontier posts were again taken up by 
new Iragi pment, bul 1s wer as ever 
dncleaa tet fovernment, but the questions Were as far as ever 
. Thu Saud’s pleasure at the entry of British forces into Syria, 
‘which be had for some monthe past been advoctting. Was very rest He eae 
disappointed, though less vocally so than his Syrian advisers, when it was cen 
that the administration remained in the bande af the Frenc 
incident, in which his son-in-law received scant courtesy from the Free Frene! 
did not help to endear the latter, whom he described as °* just a pking 
fame old loaf."* However, following his policy that nothing must be dane to 
inder Britain's war effort, be bas constantly advised Syrian Nationalist lea 
notably Shukri Kuwatli, for whom he hax a high rogard, to rely on the British 
declarations of Syrian independence and to keep quiet until the war has been won. 
Hl 7 of His Majesty's Goverutbent in recognising the Syrian 
regards Palestine, his policy has followed the same lines no awk 
geen ond So Eaves et co 
me ae a Promises “A Saudi Consul-General was appointed during the 
tious with Transjordan were at one moment strained owing to 
somewhat tactess action of the Amir Alviullah in combining tn one telecon s 
message of congratulation on the occasion of the Ramadan feast. and some 
gratuitous advice to Tin Saud as to the manner in which he should deal with 
‘members of the Shereefian family in the Hejaz implicated in a childish and futile 
plot against the Saudi régime. Thn Saud did not suspect that the Amir Abdullah 
was implicated inthe plot, bu flt that he was abowing undue sympathy with the 
fly, The Amir’ allege intrigues in Syria ‘abso aroused Thn Sauids suspicions, 
wan by Abdul Aziz Sudairi cleared the air and 
exchange of gifts and protestations of mutual + aia aaa 
4 ws with Egypt were good, though there was some minor depart- 
mental aqualing alot the cmpletign of and payment Torte new eda Afecea 
road. This road, which has an excellent surface and is metalled for its whole 
length of 45 miles, was completed by the end of the year. The progress of the 
campaign in Libya was naturally followed with the closest attention, ‘Ibn S: 
spans ay ee be Ling and of the part they are playing 
st is not high. The bombing of Cs o 
Seieete * bombing of Cairo—centre of Moslem culture 
Progress was made during the year towards agreement on the 
of the Koweit-Sandi ‘* Bon: tee Commercial a Exiraticon Agresnenen 
aa ae seemed good hope that they would be ready for signature early in the 
14 The decision of His Majesty’s Government to occuj i 
‘ lajesty’s. Gover Pe 
Tn Sand’s entire approval. He disapproved of the hospitality vorded ty the 
"ersian Government to Axis agents, and from the point of view of his own 
security realised that the occcupation extended the barrier opposing any possible 
Axis advance towards his territory. A pleasing immediate result of the occupa. 
tion of Persia and the removal of the Shah was the attendance at the pilgrim, 
of greater number of Persian pilgrims than had been seen Tor many yes, a 
15. The first reaction to the entry of Japan into the war was one of satis 
play a more active part in the war 
rap vietory. Thn Saud had always felt 
United States should be helping us not only with supplies hut with mers eo hed 
‘even su; for His Majesty's Government's consideration an appeal by him 
= Presi ja og ane he would point out that the British could not be 
‘pected intain strong forces at in 
usc to matntan strong fore ak evry point and urging the President to 
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16. ‘The question of Arab federation was brought up by the Saudi Arabian 
Minister in London, but ba Saud made it clear that this was a personal move on 
Hafiz Wahba's part. Ibu Sapd’s view on this subject is that, whilst there is no 
harm in Arab statesmen thinking and discussing this question among themselves, 
if they wish to do so, the present is not the time for conferences or declarations. 
‘Tho energies of all should be directed solely towards the assurance of Britain's 
victory in the war without which not only will there be no. question of federation 
ut no question even of independence of any Arab State. 

172 Although, a sated ithe opening paragraph of this report, the opinion 
of the population, which cannot as in other countries, affect. the policy of the 
Government, is of minor importance, it is satisfactory to be able to record that by 

he. Year the number of Hejazis who evinced sympathy for the Nazi 
‘¢ had greatly diminished. There has never been any love for the Italians 
‘and there is now only contempt, But for the Germans there was the admiration 
‘accorded to the top-dog. but the treatment by the Germans of conquered European 
peoples, especially of the Dutch, #0 high up in Hitler's list of races, has made 
Inany Arabs wonder what they,who are nearly at the bottotn, could expect were 
the Nazis ever to hold « predominant position in the Middle East... The attack on 
‘whom Hitler had so recently concluded a pact of friendship, was 
also a serious shock to Arabs, who felt that, if Hitler broke his word and made an 
‘Unprovoked attack ot an avowed friend, who was also « most powerful opponent, 
ho reliance could be placed. oo any: promise made by him to weak Arab States 
‘There was, moreover, towards the end of the year a growing understanding of the 
debt which the country owes to the British, who, im spite of the difficulties result 
ing from the war, not only assured the arrival of food ships bmt even provided 
shipping, badly needed elsewhere, for a greater number of pilgrims than in the 
ircumatances could reasonably have been expected. 








CHAPTER V.—AFGHANISTAN. 


E 5634/538/97) No. 72 
Sir F. Wylie to Mr. Eden —(Receieeil September 2.) 


(0-88. Contdential) 
Sir, Kabul, July 1, 1082 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a report on the heads of fore 
minh anit herewith a report on the heads of foreign 
‘am sending a copy of this despatch (o the Seeretary of Stato for India 
tid (0 the Corornmeet OF Tadlen tne ects nae 
Thave, &e, 


FV. WYLIE 


Enclosure in No. 72 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Kabul 


Egypt: Chargé d’Allaires, M. Hassay Abdul Ghaffar—since Januai 
aires, M. Hassay 3 since January 28, 1042. 
‘Studied Law in Paris! Has held consular or diplomatic posts. in Loudon, 
ud Palestine Now under. orders of transfer to) Tehran 
stro 


France (Vichy) Miniger, M, Yes Chitaigna 

Presented his credentials on the 14th April, 1941. 'Was Secrotary-General 

i M. Daladier's Government in 1998-89." Detached’ from French army. yy 

Mey in une 140, and sent on mission to Yugoslavia. ‘Returned to Vichy 

a tice, when presently he accepted post of Minister in. Ki 
ference 10 siternative offered ta: hits, tis, Paraguny After hie acral 


In private conversation he makes no wecret of his personal attitude, which be 
(2) All-out hostility to Germany, 
(2) Bewilderment about the policies of the Vichy Government 
( Strongly Briton of General de Gaulle and the Free French movement 
(@) Undeviatingly pro-Atlies—especially pro-British 


He has a.son who is a medical student in Paris and no doc 

carefully. Te httely criticised by Freach colony in Kall most of whom protec, 
Strongly Fee Frei sympathies A wee man witout decison of charter 
and suflers accordingly. Can probably be relied upon. however, to further Allied 
intra ay way cn. whi pepe to ach, soething of a 
it arioes Dalian (gee sadaicm re ees Eerie 


Germany: Minister, Hert Haiis Pilger 
Presented his credentials ov the 28th August, 1997. 


Iraq: Chargé d’Afaires, M. Ibrahim Fadhli—since October 28, 1941 

_ Was previously Iraqi Consul in Persia. A young fellow mucl 
British Legation circles. Somewhat gauche and inccperoused, but ties ied io 
improve himself. Has learnt English since he came to Kabul, and has ambitions 
‘one day to represent his country in London. Arrival of Iraqi Minister—-Saiyid 
Jamil Al Rawi—is expected shortly, when M. Fadhli will revert as attaché. 
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Haly: Minister, Commendatore Pietro Quaroni 
Presented his credentials on the 9th December, 1996. 


Governor-General of Weste 
leanings. Has written a poem about 

charming old party much given to the playing of poker, a game about the rules 
of which he is inclined to legislate as he goes along. "Has no influence either 
with the Afghan Government or in diplomatic circles in Kabul, Speaks a little 
French, but has no English. At present on leave. 


Turkey: Ambassador, his Excellency M. Kemal Koprulu. ; 

Presented his credentials on the Ist June, 1942. First secretary Turkish 
Embassy in London, 1923. Consul at Geneva, 1927. iI-general at 
Alexandria, 1929. Acted as adviser to the Ministry for Foreign Affai 
‘Arbitration Board appointed for the settlement of the frontier dispute between 
the Persian and Afghan Governments in 1934. Appointed legal adviser to th 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 1935, A post which he held continuously until 
‘appointment to Kabul in 1942. It is early days yet to offer any accurate estimate 
oPALKapruts, He is, soperically at any rato, friendly and pleasant. A thooght 
self-satisfied, perhaps, and already shows signs of claiming the influence and 
position in Kabul enjoyed by his predecessor, Memduh Sevket Esendal. Speaks 
French, but has little Persian and rather less English, 


Union of Soviet Sociatist Republict» Ambassador. his Excellency M. C. Mikhailov. 
Prewnted bis credentials on 28rd March, 1988. Before his appointment to, 
Kabat held some sort of professorial post in Moscow University. A considerable 
reader in a rather uninspired way; an ardent Communist and very patriotic 
The events of the last year have mellowed his attitude to the British Legation out 
of all recognition. He is now entirely friendly, and under pressure even discovers 
‘8 not inconisiderable sense of humour. Is doyen of the Diplomatic Corps. a 
osition which he holds in no light esteem, but. about: the practical side of which 
he makes little or no effort. His English is adequate but very difficult to follow, 
which mat be a handieap in ial dealings with Afghan Ministers. He 
catrica a very suspicious air also, which does nt help to make him popular in 
such society aa can be said to exint in Kabul. A competent man, nevertheless, and 
very watchful. Although he has been four years in Kabul he has made no effort 
10 improve bit Linguistic equipment and, 9, knows no Persian. Has a profound 
contompt for the Afghan Government and ail its works 


United States of America 

Legation was opened on the 6th June, 1942, with Mr. Charles W. Thayer. 
lately from Kuibyshey, as chargé diaffaires pending the arrival of the first 
Minister, Prior to this the United States had teen represented in this country 
by the United States Minister resident at Tehran. Mr. Thayer is very much " afl 
there,” speaks French and Russian fluently and knows German as well. He 
brought letters of introduction from the British Embassy at Koibyshev and is 
already on very friendly terms with the British Legation in Kabul 











u7 


CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL, 


[A 5491/1699/G, No. 


Mr. Eden to Viscount Halifax (Wa 
(ose) Eden to Viscount Halifax (Washington). 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 17, 1942 
Frome Oe Mere set by bag’ on Sth September ey ir copy ef ssdstcaeoat 
from United States Ambassador. in which our views were sought on, proposed 
metican mission vo the Mile East under Colonel Hosking and proposed publ 
leclaration of United States policy in regard to the Middle East Mf 
diately following telegram containk summary of reply which I gave ambassnlor 
‘on 13th September. Cope of text follows by bag te. “nh 1 eave ambassador 
entisiy pexPlained orally to the ambassador that, while our reply would not 
entirely mest wishes of his Governient, thought it better to state our 
Yiews frankly. “We should he glad if United States Government would let us 
importa thar ecleration they might ultimasely decide to make. “IU was met 

portai we should follow the same policies and, so far aa 

sire ie at nie policies and, so far as possible, the 

outlined to the ambaxsadot the means by which we had sought. to 

sean riparia ee eh a mgt 
oa military sirmauth,Noxt. practical pelp in finance ‘and armaments, so far 
op comprehensible to the mae of the people (e.p., tho wera 
if Ero.o0 stering fo A'RT in tvng an trast Sel oe he, ant 
cars tothe Lagi Thivdly, the roonding-up of Axin agents. Considerable 
Tonk could or eeu with this during the iat eighteen monthe and, though 
ral Taare ecb a completed, postion had greatly improved Tn Pers 


4. Finally, there was propaganda, 
the Americans should say the a 


opayanda, lessons, 
t it easentin| that 


record of 
during the last year, when we ha me oat 
during the last your, when we had inthe field. 


said to hix Government 
ke that he will do hin beat 


-_- 


[A 5491 /4699/G) No, 74 


(No, sou) MP Biten t0 Wiscoune Halifax (Washington) 


(Telegraphic.) Forrign Y 
MY immediately preceding telegram, fies fies Spee idee 
Following is summary of tay aide mémoire of September 15 :— 


2. His Majesty's Government is si 
Gorton mt he pan pe it Uni Se 


ise value of 
les to increase d of their 
find if United. States! Government 



















































































think that this object could be advanced by issue of a declaration, His Majesty's 

rerninent would not wish to raise objection. But His Majesty's Government 
sce considerable dangers in publication of statement tu the form proposed to 
the regions in question. 1f United States Government are prepared to 
reconsider wording of the statement His Majesty's Government would like to 
see any revised fortiula 

4. Emphasis laid in the draft on promotion of “liberty " and ‘* freedom ' 
-scems inappropriate when applied to.a region in which all the countries specified, 
except Palestine and Tranajordan and possibly also Syria and the Lebanon, 
already enjoyed independence, qualified only by the exigencies of the war and 
the requirements of the Allied forces operating within their boundaries. His 
Majesty's Government think that. issue of such a declaration, accompanied. 
despatch of special missin, would infaliby be taken in the counties to w 
it 8 intended to apply. as ‘containing both the implication. that ‘liberty’ is 
being withheld and an. assurance that it is the intention of the United States 
Government to hasten its achievement, ‘This would play into the hands of Axis 
propaganda, increase tension in. the existing situation and threaten security of 
the Allied command, In Palestine it might be misinterpreted by both Jews and 
Arabs in a sense which could hardly fail to have dangerous repercussions. As 

gards Syria and the Lebanon, His Majesty's Government would heartily 
welcome American help, offered at the right time and in the right manner, 
securing fulfilment by the Fighting French of their recognition of independence. 
But present proposals might provoke popular agitation and excitement which it 
would be very difficult. to meet in present circumstances, 

5. His Majesty's Government feel that proposed declaration is hardly 
propriate to Turkey. Arrangements which United States Government make 
the utilisation and increase of their influence in Turkey are of course a 

question between the United States and Turkish Governments, But. His 
Majesty's Government, if only because of their treaty with Turkey and delicate 
politic situation, there, welcome the evident intention of the, United, Staten 
overnment to keep them informed of the action which they may propose to take. 

6. Proposed Mission, Since we first heard of this proposal, its implications 
have been fully examined here, While recognising that valuable part might 
be played by an emissary with local and specialised knowledge and other qualifica- 
tions, His Majesty's Government feel bound in existing circumstances and in an 
‘area the greator part of which is at present included in a British military zone 
Mtrongly to deprecate despatch of» mission with activities which are both 
politcal and diplomatic, propagandist and subversive ( occupational). Ax 
for these last, Hix Majesty's Government would urge that the modus eitendi 
arrived at by the twa departments concerned should he followed, since experience 
Jas shown that ature in areas which have not yet fallen under ener 
ceeupation carries grave risks, which can only. be met by the acceptance of f 
control over auch work by military command within the ax ¢ ty, 

7. In respect of the other activities contemplated, His Majesty's Govern- 
ment would welcome appointment of specialised American personnel to work 
with the appropriate British authorities and in general they welcome intention 
Of United States Government that American propaganda should be greatly and 
rapidly increased throughout the Middle East. 
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Pauewnen: Jewrsm Navn " : FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 51—OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 


CHAPTER I,-AFGHANISTAN. 


(B 6011/2099/97) No.1 
Sir F. Wylie to Mr, Eden—(Received November 24.) 


Kabul, September 10, 1942. 
TN accordance with the instruction» contained in your circular 
No, 1.3603/571/405, dated the 9h June, 1938, I have the honour to a 
the records of leading personalities in Afghanistan duly correoted up 
to the end of June 142 
2 Tam sending a copy vithout enclowute, to the Secretary 
of State for India and to th of India 
T havo, &e 





Enclosure in No, 1 


Records of Leading Pervonalities in Afghanistan 


(The references in brackets aro to‘ Who's Who in Afghanistan, 1936," issued 
by the General Staff in India.) 





1. Abdul Ahad (WW. 4)—Born about 1880, Son of Qazi Ghulam 
Brother of WW. 63. "*Sardar-i-Ala,” Ismail Khel Ghilzai; owing to long 
residence in Wardak, is known as “*Wardaki” From 1909 to 1916 wax Chief 
Usher (Arata) tothe Ameer. Appointed Halim (Governar of Kataghan. Was 
arrested with his brother for complicity in the murder of Ameer Habibullah Khan 
(1919) and banished, but was later acquitted. In 1922 wax appointed A.D.C. to 
King Amanullah and was a great favourite of his, Sent to Wardak valley during 
the Mangal rebellion in 18 to maintain loyalty amongst the Wardakis 
During Amanullah’s absence in Europe was for four months Governor of the 
Eastern Province, but was relieved and sent to Moscow to meet King Amanullah, 
it boing realised that he was incapable of administering the province, Returned 
to Katul July 1928. Officiating Minister of Intorior Novembor 1928. Supported 
Amanullah in bis efforts, from Kandahar. Fled with Amanullah to India 
May, 1020 and went to Persia. | Retarned to Afghanistan December 1020, 
Elected President of the National Council (Rais.i-Shura) 1930. In November 
1931 proceeded to Farah as Raisi-Tanzimich (Supreme and Military 
Administrator), Farah and Chakhansur, Returned to Kabul in spring of 1032 
and) re-lected President, National Council, Ts reported. to Belong to the 
“*Charkhi"” family party. Re-elected President of the National Council 1933. 
Visited Wardak country March 1983 to check pro-Amanullah propaganda. 
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Served on a commission on the Helmand water dispute June 1933. In October 
1983 visited North Afghanistan with Prime Minister and others. Re-clected 
President of National Council 1954, 1985, 1936 and 1957. In 1997 visited Europe 
for medical treatment. Still President of National Council 1942. 

Is apparently friendly to members of the British Legation, but does mot 
convey an impression of sincerity. 


2 Abdul Asis (WN 8: Barakzai. Son of 
Mazullah Khan and nephew of the Ulya Hazrat. Born 1876. Appointed Yawar 
(equerry) to the Ameer in 1919. Amin-ul-Wajubat (octroi superintendent) 1920. 
Went to Kandahar in November 1920 to raise new battalions for the Ameer, His 
reoruiting caused much discontent. Returned. to Kabul Jannary 1021 and 
appointed Minister for Home Affairs. Also appointed Ishaq Aghasi Malki (Civil 
Chamberlain) to the King. Appointed Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor) of 
Kandahar in December 1921, relieved early in 1923, but did not return to Kabul 
until the middle of 1924. Appointed to officiate as Minister of War 1924-25 
Appointed Minister of Interior, June 1925. Accompanied Amanullah to 
Kandahar in 1929, where he acted as Governor, March and April. Fled with 
Amanullah to India 1929, Was one of the few men really trusted by Amanullah 
‘and was a great favourite of his. Went to Meshed. Returned to Kabul 
November 1939, As a friend of Mufidmmad Wali was sispected by Nadir and 
was deported to Jalalabad the 4th August, 1930; brought back the 20th August 
and confined in the Arg. Was released in January 1931. Was placed under 
surveillance in connexion with Ghulam Nahi’s plo uniber 1933, Still (42) 
in Kabul, unomployed. A good Persian scholar and very conceited; suspected 
to be pro-Amanuillah, 


3. Abdul Aziz Khan (W.W. 13)—Son of the late Ghulam Haidar 
Charkhi, Born 1891, Brother of Ghulam Siddiq (W.W. 300), Was a lieutenant 
colonel (Kandak Mistinr) of artillery. Was on the Asmiar front in 1919, Com. 
manding Arandu October 1919. “Promoted Ghund Mishar (brigadier) and 
roceeded to Mazar-i-Sharif Juse 1920. General Officer Commanding, Kunar 
Valley, 1922. Hakim (Governor) of Laghman 1923-24. Under-Secretary to the 
Minister of the Interior 1926, Officinted as Home Minister 1927. Governor of 
Mazar November: 1993. Wounded aud imprisoued in Mazar-i-Sharif by Sagat 
February 1929. Sent to Kabul March 1924 but escaped. Arrived Quetta and left 
for Meshod July 1929. Returned to Kabul, via India, April 1930. Left Kabul 
by air on the 20th July, 1930, to. visit his brother Ghulam Nabi (deceased) in 
Liga. Acivaipanied Gc cag Anaselbh 10 Mena te 931, Cor ee ae 
‘Amanullah party. in Europe. Lived some time in Constantinople at No. 110, 
Grande Rue de Sisti, but left for Berlin when Amanullah was in Mecca in 1935. 
Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1983. In September 1985 was at 
Constantinople, but was expelled from Turkey that month ard left for Germany 


4, Abdul Hadi Khan (W.W. 33)—Dawi Kakat of Kandahar, Son of 
Abdul Abad, a Hakim (Governor) Of Kandahar. Member of the Afghan Peace 
Delogation Jane 1019. Formerly editor of the Amav--Afghan. Assistant to 
the Foreign Minister as Mustashar (counsellor) in charge of Indian Affairs 
Member of the Afghan delegation, Mussoorie Conference 1920. Arrived Kushk 
Novae 1920 with a mission to enquire into the postion of the Afghan coneul 
Appointed Afghan representative at Bokhara. Returned to Kabal July 1921 
and resumed his duties in the ange. ‘Office. Appointed Minister in London 
January 1922. Relieved August 1024. On return was appointed Minister of 
Commerce. Was suspected of “Republican” intrigues during Amanullah's 
abwence in Europe 1088, Went to Rusia for three mouths in 1928 in connexion 
with Russo-Afghan trade Retired from Ministry of Commeros in October 1928 
to become a candidate for the National Assembly. Joined Amapullah in 
Kandahar and fled with him to India May 1929. Resided in Karachi and 
returned to Kabiil in November 1929. Appointed Afghan Minister in Berlin 
December 1929. Resigned in March. 1931, as he considered the attitude of the 
Afghan Government was too friendly to His Majesty's Government. Went to 
‘Mecca in 1931. Reported to have met ex-King Amanullah in Venice March 1932 
1s Moy 1082 raturaed to Kabul after performing pilgrimage to Mecca. Was 
closely watched by Afghan Government, who doubted his loyalty. In 1933 
(December) was arrested and imprisoned on saspicion. of pro-Amanullah 
Activities, Still (1943) i Kabul. Has the reputation of being an. ardent 


Nationalist and particularly anti-British, tat financally boocet.” Has alan been 
reported to be pro-Russian, 


3 


In Jane 1995 reported to be sending letters from jail to the Republican 
party in Kabal, advisiug them to look to Britain rather than Russia for help, 

‘King Zahir Shah 18 said to have announced grant of money to his relatives 
who interviewed his towards August 1995. 


Khan (W.W.47)—Mirza, Son of late Abdul Aziz. Born 

and educated in Persia. Accompanied his father to Tebran in 1920. Was Under: 

Scoretary in Charge of Reception and Visa Branch of Afghan Foreign Oifice 

January 1924. Dismissed in August. 1995, partly for taking heavy commission 

chased in India for Afghan Government. Director of Afghan 

‘ompany, Kabul, 1926. Appointed consul-general, Delhi. In business 

arachi 1920. ‘Returned to Kabul November 1929. “Appointed Afghan 

Minister in Rome and presented credentials the 17th May, 1930, Afghan delegate 

to the Disarmament Conference at Geneva 1981-32, ‘Attended Disarmament 

friendly with Litvinov 

1983. Brought. the body of 

the late Sardar Mubammad Aziz Khan to Kabul in June 1033 and returned to 
Moscow in December 

Speaks quite good English and has many friends in India, where he spent 
‘some time during the Great War, 

Visited Kabul September 1985, then returned to. Moscow. 

Reported to haye pro-Amanallah leanings. 

Returned to Kabul July 1938. Appointed Minister of Public Works, 
October 1935. Appointed Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 1940, a post which 
ho still holds (1042), 

Abdul Jamil Khaw (WW. 49) —Finga Mishar (major general), Khwaja 
of Kulangar, Logar.- Cousin of Haji Nawab Khan (W.W. om 

Held the post of Hakim (Governot) at Asmar for a short time during the 
reign of Amanullah. Joined Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) during the revolution 
1920, Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, November 1920, Appointed 
officiating Governor of Kabul, April 1981. In July 1931 waa sent to. the 
Hazarajat on temporary duty in connexion with the Ghilzni-Hazara dispute. In 
November 1931 went to Mukur in connexion with the effort to effect the surrender 
of Abdur Rahman (W.W. 99), which was successful. Appointed officiating 
Governor of Mazar, December 1931. Recalled to Kabul in November 1934 owin 
te complaints of his corruption, 1986 unemployed in Kabul. Said to Tack 
character and ability. His loyalty to the Yahya Khel régime ix questionable 
Still (1942) unemployed in Kabul, 


8 Abdul Karim Khan (WW. 69)—Barakzai, Son of Qazi Sand-ud-din 
Khan. A grandson of the late Khan-i-Mulah Khan, chief Qazi of Afghanistan 

Naib-ul-Hakumah (Governor) of Jalalabad from February 1903 till early in 
1905, when he was summoned to Kabul and imprisoned. Was subsequently 
appointed Inspector-General of Education at Kabul. In 1914 wax Governor of 
Hazarajat, “Was unemployed in 1917. Arrested in 1919 with his son, Azim Jan, 
and accused of having attempted to murder the Amecr. Azim Jan was reported 
to have been executed. Th 1921 promoted civil brigadier and appointed Hakim 
(Governor) of Ghazni. Tn January. 1922 took over governorship of the Eastern 
Province. November 1923 appointed Governor of Turkestan. November 1998 
appointed Governor of Kandaliar. Tn March 1929 went to Hazarajat and raised 
a force of Hazaras, Was in Kabul when Nadir Shah entered the city, but 
absconded to India, In the spring of 1932 returned to Kabul, and was arrested 
on account of pro-Amanullah activities in November and his property attached. 
Released in March 1933 and property restored 

Was said to be extremely corrupt and pro- Russian 

Did not come to notice again until 1995, when he was reported to have 
recently founded a general trading company’ called the Shirkata-Karimi,, in 
Kabul, and to be negotiating for trade facilities with Japanese companies 
Trying to live down his reputation of being pro-Amannllah, but is not trusted by 
the Afghan Government. “Unemployed, except ax n trader (1149) 


9. Abdul Majid, alias Abdul Majidof or Hakimoff (W.W. 78).—Tarak of 
Herat. Born about 1902, Son of Abdul Hakim. A man of no important family 
Jas at onetime an oficial in the customs oice in Herat, from where in 1990 
went loscow and was at one time attat to Afghan Embassy thes 
‘Started business in Moscow, and made a considerable rely of money by 
[25053] a2 



























































exporting and importing contraband goods with the connivance of the customs 
offeials, “In about 1030 he settled in Berlin.” Was recalled to Kabul in 1983 by 
Government to organise and manage the Ashami Company. Prior 

to proceeding to Berlin he is believed to have had a considerable amount of his 
property confiscated by the Soviet Government. Believed by some to have Soviet 
tendencies, but this has been officially denied by the Afghan Government. Has 
tact and is a capable business man. a 

Tn spring 1995 carried oui an extensive business tour in Northern 
Afghanistan. “Speaks Rossian and German 

Has a wife (German) and four children in Berlin i 

In January 1936 managing director of the Afghan National Bank and 
Ashamai Company, In 1936 went to Enrope to arrange for trade credits and 
contacts, Is an ardent Nationalist in his trade negotiations and the most 
important business man in Afghanistan. Largely responsible for the introduc- 
tion of the monopoly system and formation of various trading companies. Was 
also responsible for the propaganda part of the issue of the new currency notes 
(1035-30), Still in Europe (December 1987) negotiating loans and trade credits 
‘and purchasing machinery and armaments. Attended Nazi Congress meeting in 
Nuremberg in 1997, i 

Rewurhed to Kabul, March 1998, Appointed Minister of Trade, September 
1938, Proceeced to Delhi December 1985 for trade discussions with the Govern- 
ment of India, Appointment changed to Minister for National Ecoomny, April 
1939, Still (1942) Minister of National Economy. Believed to be in Germany 
or Switzerland (1142) 


10. Abdul Tawab Khan (W.W. 124)—Muhammadzai. Son of tate 
Mahmud ‘Tarzi, Born 1902. Went to Europe for education October 1921 
Admited Seint-Cyr early in 1024 and completed a course of nearly thre years 
duration there. Spent one year with a French cavalry regiment, Head of 
Cavalry School, Knbul, 1928. Accompanied King Amanullah to Europe 1923 
Escaped from ‘Kabal to Peshawar with Inayatallah (W.W. 360) by. British 


agroplane January 1020 and went to Europe. ‘Married (1931) in Tatanta 


Khanuin, daughter of a retired Tarkish naval captain. Still (1942) in Europ 

and a member of Amanullah’s party. Speaks French fluently and is a smart 
mangored than, of whom more may be heard in the future. Deprived of Afghan 
nationality in November 1983. 


U1. _Abdul Wahab (W.W, 126)—Muhammadzai. Son of the late Mahmud 
Tarzi. Born about 1900. Accompanied his father to the Afghan Mussoorie Con 
ference 1920, Left Kabal for London with despatches August 1021. Educated 
at Exoter College, Oxford. On return to Knbul was appointed toa branch of the 
Foreign Office. Went to Kandahar at tho time of Amanullah’s abdication and 
acted ns Forcign Minister there. Accompanied Amanuliah on his flight to Todin 
and left India with him. Has since lived in Europe, In Rome September 1934 
and in close attendance on the ox-King. Deprived of Afghan nationality. in 
November 1933. In October 1935 was living in Istanbul. In Rome December 
1936, 
12, [Nil] 


13, Abdur Rakin Khon (W.W. 89).—Naib Salar (general). Safi of Reta, 

‘ohistan, Son of Abdul Qadir Khan. Born about 1886 in Kohistan. Brother, 
in-law of Muhammad Husain, accountant under Ameer Habiballah Khas, who 
was executed by King Amanullah Khan, 

Appointed to Sar-i-Os (commander of the Royal bodyguard) by Ameer Habi 
bullah at age of 16., Served for five years in Kabul. Afterwards was for ten years 
supervisor of bridge construction in the Eastern Province. Promoted Ghund 
Mishar (brigadier) (1921) and posted to the Cavalry Kandak of the Herat army. 
Recalled to Kabul about 1927, Later transferred to Mazar-i-Sharif as Ghund 
Mishar of the Cavalry Ghund. On outbreak of the 1928 revolution returned to 
Kabul and joined Bacha-i-Saqao in Charikar during the latter's eocond attempt to 
capture Kabul Janaary 1029, Sent by Bacha:t Suqnato assessing ‘organise 
gfevlution. Te deposed the Governor and Tede for Maimata, abd these for 
Herat, which he reached on the 4th May, 1999, after defeating some Herati forces 
under Muhammad Ghaus (W.W. 263,’ In. May appointed Civil and Military 
Governor by Bacha-i-Saqno and reappointed later by Nadir Shah October 1929. 
Said to be very popular with the Heratis and to be governing his province well 
His loyalty to the Contral Government was at one Gane uncer ke Res 
of administration be set up in Herat was reported (1930) to 
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in Kataghan and Bad 
and sent_his son, Kh: st. He 
returned in September, ied by Firga Mishar (Major-General) Muhaimmad 
‘Shuaib Khan (W.W. 6114), who had been appointed General Officer Commandiny 
Herat, anda Mustaufi (revenue official). In August 1932 visited Kabul, an 
September was coufirmed in appointment of Naib-ul-Hokumah (Governor), Hi 

Dealt firmly with an attempt to incite the Herat garrison to mutiny in 1998, 
Met the Prime Minister at Maimana at time of Nadir Shah's assassination and 
{re hs allegiance to King Zahir Shah. Appointed head of Perso-Afghan 

dary Commission September 1994 

in 1985 reported to be anti-Russian. Owns a lange estate in Kushk. 

Arrived in Kabul in June 1095 and appointed Minister of Pablo Works 
A man of great personality who governed his province well. While he was in 
Herat ramour was always rife aboat him: that he was pro-Russian, that he 
intended to set up an independent kingdom; that he was pro-Republican; that 
the Afghan Government intended to remove him, éc, His loyalty is doubtful, 
and he is a man who may play an important role should the present. régime 
collapse. In July 1935 awarded 150 acres of land near Kabul. 1s being closely 
watched by the Government (1996), as he is suspected of pro-Amannllah 
tendencies or disloyalty to the Afghan Government, Still Minister of Public 
Works (1987). The Afghan Government appear to trust him more tow (1037), 

Reported as being connected with the Republican party. Appointed 
Assistant to the Prime Minister with status of a Cabinet Minister (1082) which 
post he still bolds (1042), 


14. Abdur Rahman Khan (W.W. 99)—Tarak, Ghilzai. Son of Sher Jam, 
who was a refuge in India from Amir Abdar Ralitan 

Was a resident of Loralai, Baluchistan, for about forty yea 
as ~* Abdur Rahman of Loralai.”” Received the title of Khan Sahib" and an 
allowance of 75 rupees per mensem from the Government of India. Applied for 
Permission to proceed to Afghanistan in 1929, This was granted on condition 
that he obtained the sanction of the Afghan Government of the time. Was given 
six months’ advance of his allowance as final acquittance and left for A{ghawistan 
in the early part of May 1990, Was met by a large body of Ghilesis of all 
wotions, and gave out that he had come to Afghanistan -in order to ses that 
his tribe got their rights.” A. eories of minor hostile acts on the part of tho 
Ghilzais under Abdur Rahman culminated in an attack on Kalati-Gliteni at the 
beginning of October 1980, This was unsuccessful. After soveral abortive 
‘atlempts to persuade Abdur Rahman to como in, it was decided in December 1430 
{o use force. An attempt was made to capture him at Aoband, but he escaped 
He then went into hiding to avoid capture by Nadie Shah's troops, Remained et 
{ange until November 1931, when the Afghan Government tudo determined 
efforts to effect his surrender and succeedod in getting him to come in under mete 
arta ishont having fo resort to the employment of forea, Was brought to 
Kabul by Pir Ali Haidar (W.W J71a), where he was pardoned by the ‘King, 
given 6,000 rupees and a house in Kabul, whero he now lives. : 

eh Cameiderblo, infuenoe amongst. Ghilzais. Reported wo be 
pro-Amanullah, and is still under surveillance on this account. “He 
Fisits Chabarbagh, sci 

1. Abdus Samad Khan (WW. 118),—Tajik 

Sccrstary of Afghan Legation in London; réturned 10 Kabul May 192, 
Pisiting Mecca en route, and sppointed «junior Under-Secretary in the Afghan, 
Foreign Office. His post was abolished, owing to economics of badge ut 
April 1926, and he was thrown out of employiment. Appointed a menier of 
Afghan depatation to Tbn Saud’s All-Muslim Conference, “May” 105% 
Appointed First Secretary to Afghan Legation, Paris, October 1928, and. Ink, 
in that month for Paris, “Appointed to the Foreign Ofice as Aviatant Sooretary, 
November 1928; transferred to the Protocol Branch, Foreign Office, Kabuil, 
Fehrmary 195 Appointed Miniter at Pome, and left to take up appointment 
in Februa resented King Zahir Shah at coronation wlon, 1937 
Fae ae AE mation in Loudon, 193 

‘An intelligent man possessing good manners. Speaks English, 


16. Admad Ali Jan (or Khan) (WW. 140)—Sardar, Muhammadeai. 

1800. Son of Suleiman Khan and cousin of the late King Nadir Shah Brew, 

of Ali Shah Khan. “Appointed A.D.C. to King Amauullah 1923, but inored 
(25053) a8 
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his displeasure by marrying, without his approval, a daughter of Prince Musa 
Khaw (W.W. 4014). Governor of Jalalabad in 192324. Imprisoned by 
Bacha-i-Sagao in April 1920, but was released in October. Appointed Minister 
in Paris, November 1929, and transferred to Loudon, June 1051. Represented 
Afghanistan at the Economic Conference, London, 1933. Relieved in July 1933 
and appointed Minister of Education. Returned to Kabul in October 1983. In 
1936. Minister of Education. Left Kabul in November 1937 on appointment as 
Ambassador at Tehran, 

Isa pleasant man, a keen sportsman, but not very capable. Appears to be 
lazy, Is said to be pro-British and is always very friendly to members of the 
British Legation, Kabul. His wife was educated in England and speaks and 
writes English perfectly. He himself speaks English, Freoch and Urda. Has a 
son born about 1926. Appointed Minister in London (1939). Still (1942) 
Minister in London. 


17, Ahmad Ali Khan (WW. 141)—Pirqa Mishar (major-general). ‘Tajik. 
Soa of Abdul Wahid Khan. Born 1886. Known as Ahmad Ali Khan " Lodin.”” 

Appointed Afghan agent at Bombay January 1917, Was in Kabul March 
1919, Appointed Afghan consul in Peshawar November 1919, but was not 
permitted 20 enter British territory. Wrote to Ameer saying this was due to his 
having been Mehmandar (entertainment officer) to the Russians in Kabul 
Appointed Sarhaddar (frontier officer) at Dakka September 1920. Relieved in 
March 1921, but remained as a political officer. Was said to be much trusted by 
tho Amoor, who refused to listen to complaints against him. Relieved and returned 
to Kabul ‘November 1921. Appointed Hakim-i-Kalan (Governor), Kohistan, 
December 1921, Was Governor of the Eastern Province during the crisis over 
the Landi Kotal murders, and organised pursuit of Ardali and Daud Shah 

W.W. 287). Governed his province harshly and disgraced Mir Zaman of 
Kuane. Appointed Minister, Berlin, September 1925. Returned to Kabul 1927. 

Chiof of Kabul Municipality, November 1928. Sent to Charikar to raise 
recritite, December 1028, but failed. Fled with Amanatlah to India, a 1929, 
‘and with Inayatullah to Persia. Retarved to Kabul, December 1929." Officiati 
Ministor of Court, January 1990. Deputy War Minister, April 1990. Appoint 
Rais-i-Tanzimich’ (Supreme Civil and Military Administrator), Kataghan and 
Badakhshan, July 1990. Relieved by Naib Salar (General) Mohammad Ghaus 
Khan (W.W. 262) and went to Mazari-Sharif as Deputy Governor. On 
departure of Muhammad Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) in May 1931 to Russia for 
medical treatment, was appointed to officiate as Rais-i-Tanzimieh, Northern 
Provinces. Returned to Kabul, January 1992, and appointed First Muin 
(seoretary equivalent to adjutant'general), War Office. Granted (1985) some of 
the Charki family land. 

‘A clever, capable man, with considerable force of character, Whilst. in 
India proved courteous, able and sensible Always smartly turned oot, and is 
‘nid to be one of the most capable of the Afghan army officers. Speaks German 
‘and ix popalar with the German instructors, whose methods he is said to prefer 
to those of the Turkish instructors. His nititude to the British is difficult to 
gauge, but he is invariably courteous In 1936 still adjutant-general (the title is 
‘ow Haiei-Urdo), Has been reported to be pro-Amanullah. “Said to be corrupt 
and n flatterer. Still Rais-i-Urdu (1942). 


8. Ahmad Shak Khan (W.W. 149)—Sardar, Mubammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Muhammad Asaf Khan.” Born at Dehra ‘Dun 1889, Returned to 
Afghanistan 1901. Accompanied Ameer Habibullah Khan to India in 1907. 
On tho night of the murder of Ameer Habibullah Khan (1919) was in command 
of the guard. The sepoys of the Ghund-i-Ardalian (an infantry unit), whose 
colonel, Ali Shah Reza, was executed as the actual murderer, believed that 
‘Ahmad Shah Khan was the real murderer and that their colonel had been 
made a scapegoat. Tt is stated, however, on excellent authority that the 
‘actual murderer was not Ahmad Shah Khan. Married a sister of the late 
Shaghassi Ali Ahmad Khan, one time Wali of Kabal. Was an A.D.C. of 
ex King Amanullah. Went to Europe via India in 1929 with a message 
from Bacha-i-Saqao to Nadir Khan. Returned to Kabul early 1 
‘Appointed Wazir-i-Darbar (Minister of Court) April 1930. In March 
1982 went on pilgrimage to Mecca as representative of the King and 
negotiated a '* Treaty of Friendship” with Saudi Arabia. Visited India in the 

ring of 1083 for medical treatment, where he married a second wite, His eldest 
dnghter was married to King Zahir Shah in November 1031. "Speaks English 


and-Urdu and is a pleasant, well-mannered and easy-going man. In 1094 was 


reported tobe on bn! terms with the Premier. Ts perhaps litle bored with hin 

Present appointment as Wazir-i-Darbar (1987). Visited India in Novem! 

1898, A daughter bora to him in December pl ersotgr ag 7 
is four sisters were 


(a) Late King Nadir Shah. 
(t) Late Muhammad Azie Khan, brother of (a), 
(c) N.S, Abdal Ghani Khan (WW. 34). 
() Mubarmad Akbar Khan (W.W, 161) 


at to Tebran for the welding celebrations of the Crown Prince of tr 
Still Warie-i-Darbar (1942). ‘ I f Tran 


19. Ali Muhammad Khan Mirza (W.W. 170)—A brother-in-law of the 
Ameer Habibullah. Travelled in Europe, and on return (1923) was appointed as 
assistant in the Ministry of Education, In 1925 promoted Under Secretary, 
Ministry of Education. Appointed Minister at Rome, February 1927. Was with 
Amanullat: in London March 1925. Minister of Commerce November 1928, A 
of Bacha-i-Saqao’s ‘* Council for the Maintenance of Order " February 
Appointed Minister of Education November 1920. In June 1938 was 

Appointed Afghan representative at the Economic Conference, London, and in 
July was appointed Afghan Minister, Londen, Appointed Minister in 
Switnerland nd representative of Afghanistan to the Leaguo of Natious 
February 1985, but was still in London in June 1985, Selected to represent 
Afghanistan at the Fourth Tnternational Hospital Conforence in Rome tn May 
1945, Summoned to Kabul July 1935, and arrived there the same month via 
Moscow and Termex. Returned to London via Tndia in October. Speaks E 
‘and is intelligent and capable. Ts still (1987) Afghan Minister in London, 

Represented King Zahir Shah at funeeal of King’ George Vin London 

mary 193 

Returned to Kabul (1988) and appointed Minjxtor for Foreign Affairs, 
Viste Toran (19) forthe weddin ot ions of the Crown Princo of Tran 
and to att cting of the Council of the Snadabad Pact. Ix still (1949 
Minister for Foreign Affairs ie? 


19s. Ali Suh Khan (W,W, 180)—Mohammadzai, Naib Salar and 
SardaricAli, son of Mobaminad Sulaiman Khas, fst cousin of Into King Nadir 
Shah Gratien of 8, Mas Khan (WW. 40a) and brother of Ahmad ‘Al 
han ‘as Commandant of the Military Schools and College fo 
are aid has sceved an Governor ani! G-0.C., Kandahar. ser 
Allah Nawas (W.W. 182)—Tndian of Multan, Son of Khan Bahadur 
Rab Nawas Khan, honorary magistrate, Multan, Aw a student in Lahore tan 
away to Afghanistan, In Jalalabad (1020) wax au assistant editor of the 
Uuihad-i-Mashrigi. A superintendent of echools, Jalalabad Citele. Was ageut 
of the Indian Revolutionary party in Afgha and channel of 
‘communication between them and the Hindustani Fanatics, In 1997. was 
eamployed by the Deutsch-A ghanische Company as an interpreter. Helped Nadit 
Shab in his advance on Kabul 1929. Appointed Minister of Court October 1929, 
and equerry November 1949. Was appointed to supervise the work ott 
Dar-ul-Amin May 1930. Tn July 1990 accompanied the Minister of Justice 
(W.W. 256) to Ghazni for negotiations with the Suleiman Khel, in which he is 
reputed to have done well, Laft Kabul for Europe via India’ in April. 1981, 
ostensibly for medical treatment, returning to Kabul in November 1831, ‘In March 
1982 again went to Europe for the same reason, and returned in January 1983, 
In Juno 1983 was appointed Minister of Public Works, but spent most of the 
JERE im fhe Southern Provinco in connexion with the datuchanoes ther,” Lett 
bal on visit to Europe, ostensibly for medical treatment December 1938, but 
in reality, it is believed, to enquire about the trial of Said Kemal, the murderer 
of Sardar Muhammad Aziz, and to discoss affairs of Stato with Sardar Shah 
Wali Khan (W.W. 689), Popular ramour in Kabul said he had been sent to 
assassinate ex-King Amanullah. In spite of rumoars that he was returning to 
Kabul, was still (1095) in Europe. Appointed Minister, Berlin, 1935, bat was 
not at first accepted by the German Government owing to his being the repre- 
sentative at the trial of Said Kemal. Was devotedly attached to the late Ring 
Nau Shab, Docs not appear to be violently anti-British, "His life has been 
threatened by the Amanullah party. Still in Borlin in October 1995, where 
Afghan Government are still anxious to have him accepted as their Minister. 
‘Trusted: by the Prime Minister (W-W. 387), who considers him very capable, 
His Berlin appointment has at last been accepted by the German Government, 
25083) 
[ a4 
























































8 


‘Still (1997) Afghan Minister in Berlin. Travelled to Kabul by German monoplane 
(August 1997). Returned to Germany with his family (October 1937). 

‘Again visited Kabul (1988) and returned to Germany, where he is still 
Minister (1939). Played an important part in the Government's efforts to quell 
the Sulaiman Khel rising of 1998. Said to be auti-British. Ix still (1042) 
Minister in Berlin 


21. Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183)—Ex-King of Afghanistan, third son of 
the Ameer Habibullah Khan by the Ulya Hazrat (W.W. 346). Born the Ist June, 
1802, In 1914 married Souriya, daughter of the late Sardar Mabmud Tarzi 
In 1016 was reported to be friendly with the German mission in Kabul and in 
favour of intervention in the war against Britain. When the Court moved to 
Jalalabad in the winter of 1918-19 he remained behind as Governor of Kabul, 
‘and was in a very strong position, with control of the arsenal, treasury and stores, 
when the Ameer was murdered in February 1919, He proclaimed himself Ameer, 
declared his uncle Nasrullah a usurper, and accused him of complicity in the 
murder, ‘The troops in Jalalabad and Kabul sided with him and Nasrullab was 
compelled to submit. On the 27th February was formally crowned by the Tagao 
Mullah, and in a speech stated that Inayatullah (W.W. 368) had by his 
recognition of Nastullah's usurpation forfeited his claim to the throne. On the 
13th April held a special durbar in Kabul for the trinl of those accused of the 
‘Amoor's tairder, anf at ite conclusion a colonel, named Ali Shah Keea, geoerally 
regarded as a mere scapegoat, was seritenced to death and was executed. Sardar 
Nasrullah and others were sentenced to imprisonment for life. Amanullah soon 
found his position threatened by intrigue on bebalf of Inayatullah and the 
restiveniess of the army, who were not satisfied with the enquiry made into the 
murder of Habibullah: “The army was therefore despatched. to the Indian 
frontier, in order to divert its attention and to take advantage of the disturbances 
in India should these develop into open rebellion. The Commander-in-chief 
apparently execeded his instructions and precipitated hostilities, which resulted 

the Third Afghan War, A variety of considerations led to the grant of 
lenient terms to Afghanistan, including the recognition of her complete 
indopendence. As a result Amanullah Khan was able to claim that he had won 
the freedom of his country by the sword, and, by the conclusion of treaties with 
4 number of European conntries, that he had brought about the recognition of 
Afghanistan on a basis of equality by the Great Powers, Those tactics gained 
him considerable prestige, both in his own country and throughout the East, 
‘This prestige tended to increase his natural vanity and render him impatient of 
advice. Through his wife he had been brought under "" Young Turk " influence, 
tnd he proceeded to carry out a fantastically rapid programmo of reform without 
regard forthe backwardness and prejudice of his people, particulary the mull 
He failed to proit by the warning sounded by several rebellions, the most serios 
of which was the Khost rising of 1924, and continued to spend his revenues on 
schemes for social or edticational progress, whilst neglecting his army. These 
tondencies were exaggerated as a result of his European toar of 1997-23, and 

ticularly, it is belioved, as a result of his visit to Mustafa Kemal at Angora. 
Yn the autiinn of 1998 the Shinwarie rose in revolt and were aon followed by 
thor tribes. Bacha-i-Saqio, a brigand of low birth, attacked Kabul in December 
1928 and again in January 1920. Amanullah announced his abdication in 
favour of Tnayatullah on the 14th January and fled to Kandahar a day or two 
Jater. At Kandahar attempted to rally support for Durrani dynasty and 
formally rescinded his abdication. Tn April he advanced on Kabul, but owing 
to the hostility of the Ghilenis was repnised near Ghazni and defeated at Mukur 
Arrived at Chaman with his family on the 23rd May, and sailed from Bombay 
for Italy on the 22nd June, 1999. Visited Mustafa Kemal in Angora in February 
1930, returning to Italy.’ Revisited Turkey again for three months in June. 
Left’ Constantinople hurriedly for Ttaly. Returned to Turkey in ber, 
tbut went back and spent the winter in Iialy. Left Naples for Jedda to perform 
pilarimage on tho Sth April, 1981, withthe object of either rehabilitating himelf 
in Moslem eyes, or for concerting measures for the recovery of his. throne. 
Pablished a letter decrying King Nadir and his régime. Left Jedda for Suez, the 
Sh May, 1981, This Mecca party included Muhammad Adib (W.W. 137), brother 
of Souriya, Abdul Fateh Tarzi (WW. 20s), the late Ghulam Nabi, Shuja-nd- 
Daulah (W.W. 612), and two officials of the Angora Embassy, Fazal Ahmad and 
Abdal Aziz. Returned to Italy, via Alexandria, the 21st May. Left Rome for 
Switzerland, the 20th June, 1031, stayed at Montreme. Visited Rome in July and 
returned to Switverland, Visited Montecatini in September, and was back in 
Rome by the beginning of November. Left Rome on short visits to Naples in 
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December 1931 and Venice in March 1982, At Venice reported to have met 
Afghan Minister from Berlin; more likely it was Abdul Hadi Khan (W.W. 38), 
Said to have definite understandings with Soviet and Persia and to have many 
friends in Germany. Constant ramours of his whereabouts and intentions were 
circulated among the tribes on both sides of the border during 1982, culminating 
in ove, which was put about during the Dare Khel revolt in November, to the 
‘eliect that he was in Gardez. The ex-King was, however, in Italy or Switzerland 
throughout the year, He was reported to be writing his autobiography, and to 
be going to Russia when he had finished it to have it published by the Soviet, 
This has never materialised. In Europe he has constantly intrigued 
his throne. In 


of the late Ghulam 
igainst the Yahya Khel 


22. Avadulloh Khan (WW, 199).—Sardar, Muhammadzai, Firqa Mishar 
(major-general). Born 1911. is a son of the late Ameer Habibullah by the Ulya 
Janab, sister of the late King Nadir Shah, Is thus a half-brother of ex-Kiny 
Amanullah and a cousin of King Zahir Shah, Educated at the Fret school, 
Kabul, and speaks French fluently. Imprisoned in Kabul by Baoha-i-Saqao in 
1929 and grossly ill-treated. In November 1920 visited Lahore for medical treat, 
ment, On return was appointed Sar-i-Os (Commander of the Royal Bodyguard) 
and A.D.C. to the Minister of War. Appointed to officiate as second secretary 
{equivalent to quartermaster-general) War Olfice, in addition to his other duties, 
in December 1930. In 1931 qualified at the Infantry Officers’ School, Kabul 
Promoted Firqa Mishar and appointed General Officer Commanding, Guards 
Division, 1933, In 1934 acted as Officer Commanding Infantry Officers’ School, 
in the absence of the German instructor, Major Christenn. Is siill (1987) General 
Officer Commanding, Guards Division, and, as such, in command of the Arq and. 
including the Hazirbashes 
family). He is also in charge of the advanc 
manner; appears to be intelligent and to take a 
Is important as the lineal representative of both the " Kabul” and ‘ Peshawar 
Sardars. Has a son born in 1934. Unconfirmed reports that he is not entirely 
yale the Yalra Khel ere me meat from time to time. i 
fent to Persia to on @ millenary celebrations of the i, 
October 1934, and returned to Kabul in the same month, having tet eee chege 
eta Ks abut for Gurope (March 4837) and represented Ring Zahir Shah at 
Coronation of King George VI. Attended Turkish manonuvies (A 
and returned 0 Kats (Septet 1037), pitta nto! 
rs to take his profession seriously and is i 
oon ae. a ly popular. Has acquired more 
‘as commanding the Guards Division in Kabul up to September 1939, when 
he was appointed Inspector-General in the W: ist i 
he ted spect rar Ministry, the ‘appointment he 
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23. Ata Muhammad Khan (WW. 207)—Haji, Tokhi, Son of the late 
Sardar Abdullah Khan, who was Governor of Mazar in the time of Ameer 
Habibullah, Order of ’Astor. Quarrelled with Hashim Khan in the time of 
Ameer Habibullah. Was in Julalabad when Ameer Habibullah was mardered; 
was arrested and condemned to death, bat was reprieved at last moment. Again 
arrested on suspicion of complicity in unsuccessful attempt on Amanullah’s life 
at Paghman in 1020, but released at Mahmud Tarzi’s request. Appointed 
diplomatic representative, Bokhara, but his arrival coincided with the Bolshevik 
revolt (1920) and he returned to M: Was one of Afghan officials ordered to 
render secret assistance to Enver Pasha in Central Asia (1922). Unemployed 
for four years. Appointed Governor of Balkh at time of Amanullah’s visit to 
Mazar (1923) just prior to latter's visit to Europe, and awarded the Order of 
‘Astor. During the revolution fought against the Saqayi forees of Abdur Rahim 
(W.W. 80), was defeated and fled to Tashkent. Accompanied the fate Ghulam 
Nabi in his unsuccessful effort to recapture Northern Afghanistan in April 1929, 
and again retired to Russian territory, Appears to have returned to Afghanistan 
soon after Nadir Shah’s accession. “Was a member of the Commission of Revon 
atruction sent under Yakub Khan (W.W, 675) to Mazar-Sharif in March 1930, 
Commuted. a Aying column during operations aguioet Theabim Beg’ 16 
Promoted Kieqa Mishar (major-general) and awarded the Order of Astor 
2ud class, 1931. Appointed a member of the Council of Nobles December 1931 
Visited Mecca in 192. Is still (1940) a member of the Connell af Nobles. Has a 
reputation for courage. Is reported to be pro-Russinn, Is now (1042) President 
of the Couneit of Nobex 


24. Ateul-Hag (W.W. 200)—Born about 1889, Eldest son of the late 
Khwaja Jan of Serai Khwaja, Kob-i-Daman. Brother of the late Sher Jan and 
the tate Muhanad Sadiy Bian, two of the Bachaci Saqao's oii. Lived in 
India until he was 16, Accompanied Ameer Habibullah on his tour in India 
1907. In July 1920 appointed to command at Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and was suspended 
in March 1923 for inefficient handling of the Wazirs. Took over command of 
Kandahar Infantey Brigade April 1923. Spent two years in Moscow in charge 
of Afghan students. Appointed Foreign Minister by Bacha-i-Saqao June 1929. 
‘Arrested with Bacha-l-Saqao November 1929 on capture of Kabul by Nadir Shah. 
{iv still (1036) in jail in Kabul, Ts well educated and possesses pleasant mannere 

Wan released from jail in 1998, 


2%, Badghah Gul 1 (Pasl-i-Akbar) (W.W. 224)—Haji Khel, Mohmand 
Eldest bon of the Tate Hajé of Turwageai (W.W. One of the leading anti 
British Mohmands, Has for several years paid occasional visite to Kabul. Ts 
telieved to communicate with the Sotiet Embassy and the Ghadr party thor. 
‘Took a prominent part in the Mobmand disturbances of 1933, and acted as 
intermediary between the Mobmands and Afghan Government. “Supported the 
Faqir of Afingar in his attacks on Loe-Agra in 1985. Is apparently pro-Yahya 
Khol, Leader of the Mohmands against us in Angust 1985. Brought to Kabul 
by the Afghan Foreign Minister September 1995. Afghan Government are 
considering settling him in Afghanistan at a distance from the North-West 
Fronticr. Is a personal friend of the Prime Minister (W.W. 337). Has (wo sons 
at school in Kabul teing educated at State expense, x 

Toft Kabul in March 1936 for his home, and Afghan Prime Minister states 
that be has undertaken to return to Kabul when asked to do so. Whilst in Kabul 
the Afghan Prime Minister tried to educate him with a view to broadening his 
outlook, but allowed him to return to Mohmand country after a few months 
‘The mantle of the Haji of Tarangzai has fallen on his shoulders. : 

Visited Kabul in January 1940, and is reported to be engaged in anti-Soviet 
propaganda in Molinand territory on behalf of the Afghan Government. 


26. Faiz Muhammad Khan (WW. 243)—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Gul Muhammad Khan (WW. 317). Born about 1892, Was secretary 
to the Jate Muhamniad Aslam Khan, Afzhan Envoy. Tashkent. Returned to 
Kabul March 1920, Adviser to the Jate Muhammad Wali Khan, Afghan Eavor 
to Moscow 1920, Returned from Moscow and in charge of arrangements for the 
Suritz party September 1920. Arrived Tashkent the 5th January, 1921, en route 
to Moscow. Appointed first counsellor to Muhammad Wali's mission to Enrope 
1921 which visited London, America, Paris and Rome First Under-Secretary 
in the Foreign Office 1922. In addition acted as Minister of Education 1923 
Appointed Minister of Edneation March 1924. A member of Bacha-i-Saqao's 
**Couneil for the Maintenance of Order" April 1929, although at one time the 
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Bacha had condemned him to death. Appointed Foreign Minister by King Nadir 
Shah November 1929. Went on pilgrimage to Mecca in 1033. Well educated and 
intelligent, has a good name for honesty in financial matters. Is friendly, 
insincere and self indulgent, particularly as regards drugs, the use of which 
renders him incapable of sustained mental effort, Prefers airy discourse of 
tract principles to discussion of practical details, and is tiresome when he 
fcels obliged to live up to his reputation as a humorist, W: 
Province in September 1935 to dissuade Afghans fr ing Mohmand 
Lashkars. Held a jirga at Dalcka, and appears to have achieved some stecess in 
hhis object. Retarned to Kabul the 28rd September, taking Badshah Gul 1 
(W.W. 224) with him. Left Kabul December 1935 for an extended European 
tour. 

Visited Iraq and Turkey, where he was well received. Later went to Paris, 
where he saw M, Flandin, and Geneva, In London was received in audience by 
The King and had conversations with the Secretaries of State for Foroign Affairs 
and India, Mr. Eden and Lord Zetland. Saw Herr Hitler in Berlin and finally 
reached Kabal in April 1996 via Moscow. Again visited Europe in 1936, and 
returned in January 1987. Appointed Ambassador to Turkey (1988). Still 
(1942) Ambassador to Turkey f 


< 27. Fast Ahmad Khan (W.W. 250)—Hazrat Sahib of Chavghatan, Herat, 
Son of Abdul Wahab and grandson of Hazrat Muhammad Umar dan of the 
family of Sirhind Pine Born 1892 at Bakharz in East Persia, wh 
was in exile, The family returned to Afghanistan in 1902. Qi 
im religious matters, Visited Nadir Shah on. his. accession in 1920, and was 
appointed Assistant Minister of Justice 1930, and officiating Minister of Justive 
“e Sher Agha (W.W. 206) it 1952, After Nadir Shah's nssassination vinitod 
Kandahar to spread propaganda in favour of King Zahir Shah, Appointed 
Minister of Justice 1934. Member of the joint Perso-Afghan Commission to 
enquire into the Zorabad (Iran) incident Deoeinber 1934. Hi family is influential 
receives an allowanice from the Afghan Government, but he hinself lacks 
influence and character. He has pleasant manners and is friendly. Married in 
1990 a daughter of Sher Agha (W.W, 256). Still (1942) Minister of Justice, 


28. Fazal Maki (W.W. 253)—Indian, Maulvi. Born at Wacirabad, 
Gujranwala 1552. Son of ‘Haji Miran Bakhsh, 

After matriculating from the Scollish Mission School, he joined the Canal 
Department and was later employed on the North-Western Railway, ‘Ie had 
always been religiously inclined, and used to receive instructions in Sufism from 
Sufi Wali Muhainnad of Fatuhi Walla in Lahore District. In 1005 he visited 
Asmas. In 1907 he resigned his post and devoted himself to the study of the 
Koran, Accompanied a messenger of the Amecr-ul-Mujahidin ou a tour through 
India in 1908, collecting for the Mujahidin cause Later he was made trustea of 


the Muhajidih fun for the Punjab, Sul catinued 1o pay oxasiual vinta to 


Asmas, and at the beginning of 1915 be and his brother facilitated the flight of 
thor the Mujahidin colony. During the Mohmand disturtances 
of 1915 Fazal Iahi toured India collecting subscriptions for the Mujahidin who 
were taking part, On his return to Wazirabad was arrested and interned in 
Jullundur jail. Released in 1918 and confined to the Wazirabad Tehsil, In the 
middle of 1920 slipped off to Kabul and thence to the Mujahidin colony at 
Chamarkand, where with the help of the lato Maulvi Bashir he worked for the 
downfall of Niamatullah, Ameer at Asmas, In 1921 proclaimed himself Ameer 
of Chamarkand. Was chief instigator of the murder of Ameor Niamatallah. In 
1923 a dispute arose tetween Fazal Hahi aud Maulvi Bashir over the Amecrship 
at Chamarkand, and in November 1925 Maulvi Bashir uaded the Ameer of 
Asmas to join with him in evicting Fazal Mahi. latter, realising his 
‘weakness, abdicated at the beginning of 1926 and proceeded to Asma, In March 
1926 returned to Chamarkand, bat did not take charge, the colony being 
controlled ‘ya committee. In January 1997 the dispute between Maulvi Bashir 
and Fazal Tlabi was settled by a jinga of mullahs and the late Haji of Tarangeai 
(WW. 257) at Chamarkand. ‘The settlement and property were divided equally, 
but Bashir having the larger following was declared Atscer, Joined the Haji 
during the Mohmand unrest 1927 and May 1930. Was evicted from Dir in 1931. 
‘Took part in the Bajaur disturbances of 1992 and worked on behalf of Congress 
and redshirt prisoners in India. Was summoned to Kabul in April 1982 and 
interviewed by King Nadir. Remained a bitter enemy of the late Maulvi Bashir, 
for whose murder 1934 Fazal Tiahi was believed to be responsible, He 
frequently visited Kabul, where he was formerly in touch with the Russian 
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mbassy and Ghadr party, and according to Afghan official information still is 
seta 1094 he was reported to be spreading pro-Amanullah propaganda in 
Kunar. A friend of Fazal Maksum. Was evicted from Chamarkand in Jamary 
1935, since when he has been endeavouring to become Amecr of Chamarkand 
Colony, but in March 1936 his claim was rejected by a large jirga, Is reported 
(1939) ‘to have left Chamarkand for Waziristan. ban on his return to 
India bas heen removed biy the Governmont of India. 


29, Fasal-i-Umur (Sher Agha) (W,W. 256)—A member of the family of 
Sirhind Pirs established in Kabul. ‘Sou of Qayum Khan, deceased, Hazrat Sahib 
of Shor Bazar, Assumed the title of Hazrat Sabib of Shor Bazar on the death 
3 bis alder brother gha the latter having succeeded to the title 


be aprendiny 
‘until Deoet 


185 to arnt, my bat 
Pie Nae tet nnd 70 nores of land in Chehardeh by King Zahir Shah (March 
1936), Visited Mecon, 1938, 

90. [Nil 

$1. Fazal Rakim (see Rasul Jan, Agha). 


82, Ghuus-ud-Din (W.W. 264)—Patullah, Ahmadzai, Ghilzai. Son of the 
late Jehandad Khan, who was implicated in the Ahmadzai Mangal revolt of 
1912, and executed for insolence in 1914 In 1915 was concerned in a conspiracy 
against Ameer Habibollah with Akram Khan and Azam Khan, sons of the late 
‘Ayub Khan, Was confined in Jubilpore jail, Given. permission to return 
to Afghanistan by ex-King Amanullah. His father's family lands and property 
were restored to hit in November 1920. Arrested March 192 and detained in the 
irq whilst there was trouble in Khost, but later released and proceeded to Khost, 
‘hare his handling of the Ahmadeai Ghilzais in the Ameer's favour gained him 
Tete of “Mir Afghan.” Awarded 14 lakhs of rupees for his services. Made 
overtures to the British Government after the flight of Amanallah to Kandahar 

Tuary 1929, Lent his support to Nadir Khan in the Southern Province and 
‘aised  lashkar of Ahmadzais. His treachery, on account of a bribe from 
Bacha-i-Saqao, was the cause of Nadir Khan’ 
in April 1929, “Again made overtures to the Bri 


1920 as a result of the discovery by Nadir K 
caeietes clon with Bacha-tSaquo. In Delhi under surveillance Jancary 1950, 


from whence he was removed, to Jubbulpore, hie pene is ers 
deceitful, treacherous and untrustworthy man, wh ri 
Tor ison ends Has ince been transferred to Kodai Kanal, Madras Presidency, 
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from Burma (1996). Requested permission for his family to return to 
Afghanistan in 1996, on which the Afghan Government offered to allow him to 
return also, but on conditions which were unacceptable to him, 


38. Ghulam Ahmad Khan (W-W.292)—Son of the Jate Shabghassi Ali 
Ahmad Jan, and grandson of the late Luinab Kbushdil Khan. Married to a 
niece of Sardar Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) in 1927. Appointed 
aide-de-camp to his father when the latter was Rais-i-Tanzimich (Supreme Civil 
and Military Administrator) of the Eastern Province in 124. Left Kabul for 
Kandahar via Peshawar and Quetta, the 10th March, 1929, Returned to Quetta 
on his father's arrest by Bacha-i-Snqao and proceeded to Peshawar, September 
1929. Returned to Kabul on the accession of Nadir Khan. Accompanied Shah 
‘Wali (W.W. 585) to Bombay, December 1920. Returned to Kabul 1930 (April), 
In January 1932 visited Lahore for medical treatment, returning to Kabul in 
March. Went into partnership with Chandan Khan, ‘agent for Burma Shell 
Company, and managed the petrol business in Kabul, ' Visited India five times 
daring the period April-December 1932. Assistant manager of the Petrol 
Company of Afghanistan 1933. In March 1935 appointed Deputy Minister of 
Court. “His stepmother, Suraj-ul-Benat, is a sister of ex-King Amanullah, 
Assistant manager of the new petrol company in 1936, Relieved of his appoint. 
‘ment in the Petrol Company in 1933 and appointed Deputy Court Minister, of 
which appointment he was relieved in July 1938, Fled to Tirah in September 
1939, after discovery of a pro-Amanullah plot, in which he was found to be the 
ringleader. In November 1939 he was surrendered by a Chamkanni jirga to 
the political agent, Kurram, and lodged with other fenders in Jamrud Fort. 
Has since (1940) been transferred to Poona. 


4. Ghulam Farag Khan (W.W.273)—Muhammadzai. Son of the late 
Sanlar Muhanad Usman Khan. | Employed inthe Afghan Cypher Department 
1926. Assistant manager Motorani Company. Arrested with his father at the 
same time as ex-King Amanullah arrested the Hazrat Sahibs of Shor Bazar, 
September 1925. Released October 1928. Arrived in Peshawar from Kabul 
air February 1929 accompanied by one of the younger Hazrat Sahibs, San 
Maksum. Returned to Afghanistan with Sardar Hashim Khan March 1929, 
{ater was employed on propaganda work for Hashim Khan in Mohmand country 
Arrived Peshawar via Shabkadr, September, Left for Ali Khel via Parachinar 
October 1929. Appointed Under-Secretary to the Minister of tho Interior 
December 1929. ‘of the Eastern Province Decembar 
1930, In Jam 


including Badsbah Gul (W. 
his harah treatment. Left J 


Kandahar and displayed considerable energy. Was awarded the Sardar-i-Ala in 
Janvary 1933. In July 1985 appointed Governor of Herat in succession to Abdur 
Rahim. A great faronrte of the Prime Minister (W.W, $87). Still (1997) 
Governor of Herat. Is capable and hard-working, believed to be loyal to the 


existing régime Keon on road and building development (130), “Appointed 


Governor of Kandabar (1935). Is stated. to be in. poor health (1939). elioved 
of his post of Governor of Kandahar (1989) owing to poor health and appointed 
officiating Home Minister, the appointment he still holds (1942) 


35. | Ghulam Haidar (WW. 279) —Mirsa, Wardaki._ Son of Ghulam Raza, 
ua brother of Mirza Gholam Muhammad: Wardaki (W.W. 255), Was Afghan 
Postmaster in Peshawar 1903-19, ‘Trusted by Ameer Habibullah, His office was 
‘one of the centres of espionage in India. “Held Jucrative post of forwarding 
agent at Peshawar, but relieved in 1916 by Ali Ahmad Khan. Arrested in 
Peshawar in May 1919 for violent anti-British intrigue and interned in Burma. 
Released and retnrned to Afghanistan on conclusion of peae., Lett Kabul onthe 
20th September, 1920, for Bokhara to act as Afghan Envoy there. In November 
1920 he was reported to be head clerk to the special mission to Russia. During 
March 1921 he returned to Bokhara from Tashkent with Abdul Hadi's mission, 
Arrived Kabol July 1921. Appointed Under-Secretary in charge of Rossia and 
Turkestan Branch of Foreign Office in 1928. In January 192 appointed 
Collector of Customs, Kandahar. Employed as Under-Secretary in the Atinist 
of Revenne, Kabul, June 1929. Chairman of Trade Disputes in Kabul (1030) ati 
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appointed Deputy-Director Posts and ‘Telegraphs early 1931. | Relieved of 
appointment of chairman of Trade Disputes April 1982, and appointed customs 
otter, Kabul. ‘The main backer of trading firm called Shirkat-1-Umed (Deoem- 
ber 1932). Appointed customs officer, Herat, 1934. Is married to a sister of 
Abdul Karim (W.W. $8). Still (1947) castonis officer, Herat. Again appointed 
‘Customs officer at Kabul (1958), Still (1942) customs officer at Kabal, 

Ft 

37. Ghulam Siddiq Khon (W.W. 309)—Sardar-i-Ala. Son of the late 
Sipah ‘Salar (Commander-in-chief) Ghulam Haider, Charkhi. Brother of 
tho Jate Ghulam Jilani Khan, late Ghulam Nabi and Abdul Aziz (W.W. 13). 
Boru 18M. Assistant to Gul Mubammad Khan, Afghan Envoy in India, 
October 1019, and a junior member of the Afghan delegation at the 
Mussoorie Conference. Left Mustoorie with despatches for Kabul June 
1920, and was refused readmittance into India owing to his improper 
behaviour at Mussoorie and intrigues with seditionists, Appointed assistant 
president to the Muhajarin Committee, Kabul, ‘Second 
counsellor to the Afghan Mission under Wali ’S 
visited Europe in 1920. Returned from London to Kabul with despatches 
September 1921. Left again for Europe, via Peshawar, October 1921. Appointed 
‘Afghan Minister at Berlin 1922, where he remained until April 1926, when he 
wwas relieved by Ahmad Ali (W.W. 141). Visited Angora whilst en route to 
Kabol from Berlin. Appointed first personal secretary to the King and Minister 
of Court January 1027; Appointed to officiate as Foreign Minister Jana 
1027 during abwence of the ate Mabioud Targi in Europe. With King Amanlla 
in Kurope in 1025. Appointed Foreign Minister November 1 Sent to 
Talalabad to bargain with the rebols December 1928 Fled with Amanullah to 
Kandahar January 1029. Despatched to Russia by Amanullah on a special 
minion March 1029, Asmumed tho duties of Afghan Minister, Moscow, April 
1929. Tn Mecea Juno 1930.” In Berlin 1930 


tributing: 
th 1eth July. 
almost openly 


professing his 
him 


ty 


apring 1 
pilgrims, 
roprment 


In 1934 married Bibi Khurd 
Lives in Berlin (1996), and 
ier he is believed to be in close touch with Amanullab 


(FW. 0, ita of Qe 
requontly visits Romo, wl 
and working hard on his behalf. Receives an annua} allowance from the Italian 
Government. A close personal friend of ex-King Amannllah and greatly trusted 
hyhim. Speaks French, German and alittle English. Bitterly opposed to present 
Afghan régime, and now ex-King Amanuliah’s principal adherent, in. Earope. 

i] lar 


Stated to bo wealthy and to have money invested with Haji Ghulam Hs 
(W.W. 278). "Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933, Believed 
Willing to. work for Italian interests in Asin. Believed to have been involved in 
Spring 1940 in a plot to restore Amanullah with German and Russian assistance 
Plons said to have miscarried owing to disagreement between Germany and 
Soviet, Was reported in. April 1940 to have arrived in Stalinabad* Tn 1941 he 
Artiesd in Istanbul bot the Turkish Government refused him permission to stay 
thero and he returned to Germany, 

88, Ghulam Yohya Khan (W-W. 811)—Muhammadzai. Born 1898, Son 
of Habibullah Naib ‘are, deceased, ent ager ‘of the late Mabmad ‘Tarzi. 
Brother of W.W. 199, and cousin of W.W. 235. Formerly secretary of Afghan 
Legation, Berlin. Appointed Under-Secretary, Visa and yt Branch of 
Foreign Office, June 1926. Transferred to charge of Persia and Turkey section 
of Foreign Office, November 1926. Received Order of Astor, Ist class, 





45 


February 1927. Accompanied Amanulla rope 1927-23. Roughly han 
ty achat Sages man, bu still inthe Foreign Ollce January 1028 Appotstod 
Afghan Minister, Rome, December 1929, Assistant Secretary, Political Depart- 
ment of Foreign Otlice. ' Promoted First Si Afghan Foreign Office, 1930, 
Visited Chakbansur, November 1931, in connexion with Helmand water dispute 
with Persia. Officiated for the Foreign Minister in the autumn of 1933). 
Appointed Director (Rais) of Department of Public Health February 19; 
Appointment raised to that of Minister in June. Member of Republican party, 
A pleasant, well: mannered man of 1o outstanding ability. He has been reported 
PS be pro-Amanuilah. Speaks German and Turkish. Still (1939) Minister of 
om i ee ery g: a ys Misses, 3 Health in a 1939, and 
appointed Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. eappointed Minister of He 
B10, post he sill holds (1843), NenPPolnted Ministor of Health 
Gul Agha (see Siddig Agha Mukammai. 


304, Gul Ahmad Khan (W.W, $15)—Tajik. Son of Mirza. Abdul 
Khan. Brother of FM. Abdal Abad Khan (W.W. 5) and Abdullah 
Bovernor of Herat, Born about 1507 : Fetes yi 
as in charge of Government buildings at tho beginning of Amuuullah's 
roign, Later on became Superintendent of Roads. and. Ways ince 
appointed Awistant Chief Judge. Some time later was placed at. the hend of 
the Intelligence Department. During Amapullah's inatch to Ghazni from 
Kandahar, ( wl fled with his family from Kabul and joined the ex-King 
way, Tn 1920 said to te in Karachi. -\. member on the eummittes for 
by Muhammad Yakub Khan (W.W. 575) to Mazat-i-Sharif, June 
10310 Belioved to ba Governor of Mazar-i-Shavif. 1031. Arrived in ‘Kabul 
June 1981. Appointed Prosident of the Kabul Municipality in 1982" Appoitited 
Governor. of Mazar-iSharif wee Abdal Jamil Khan (WW. 40) in Nove) 
XH, which post he still holds ( Appointed Minjxtor of Health in 
bat appointment tater cancel adapt dboy sonata Rpetea ow 
Heved to be capable and intelligent. Supporter of the present 
Nigime. Spaake vame English, : ee tipper a 


_ 10. Habibullah Khan Tareé (W-W. 925)—Muhammadeai. Born 1896, 
Son of the lato Mubininad Zaman and nephew of the late Mabnid Tarai 
Cousins, WW. 100 and W.W. 311. Was a junior Under-Secretary in Indo. 
European branch of the Forcign Office 1922-28.  Proceeded to Paris a secretary 
to Mabmud Tarzi when latter was Minister nt Paris. On his return to Kabul 


lat ie to the 
ws ont the Persian 
a 1932. Visited Soe and 

hansur in this connexion. Completed 

Persian boundary survey in Juno 1933 and returned to 

Appointed Minister at Tokyo in July 1938 and presented his ceclontile rind 
October 1983, Speaks Lnglish fluently; a pleasant, well-mannered man. Still 
Minister, Tokyo, 1087. Returned to Kabul June o 
eoretary’at the Minivtry for Foreign Affairs, Still ( 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


103, and appointed first 
1042} first secretary in the 


4M. Hazrat of Shor Bazar (see Fast-i-tmar), 


42. Jnayatullah Khan (W.W. 966)—Sardar, Mubammadzai. EI 
of Ameor Habibullah Khan. His mother is the Ulja dan Badr Haree Bee 
the 20th, ‘October, 1858. Visited India in December 1904, Held the aj intent 
of Main urSlianah (Helper of the Stata“ aor Amer Habiballah Khan 
Guat Sardar-i-Ala in 1! Appointed Minister for Education in 1916 
ae recogmined heir to the throne up to the time of Ameer Habibullah Khan's 
Married a daughter of the isto Mabmod Khan, Tare, and wan at 

Aime said to be under the latter's influence. During Ameer Habibullah Kier 
feign be received an allowance of 1.30.000 rupees per annum. Ar the murder 
of Habibullah Khan, Sardar Nasrullah went through the form of offering him 
Ba paws He, however, refused it, probably well knowing that the ison 

ad already been made in Nasrullah’s favour, and that no other eetrse was open 
to him. When Nasrallah, in turn, was compelled to yield to the came of 
Amanullah, he had to accompany the former to Kabul.” On arrival at Kabul, 
though not compelled to share Nasrullah’s imprisonment, he was kept under 


















































strict surveillance. At the darbar at which those accused of the murder of Ameer 
Habibullah were tried, Amanullah decreed that Inayatullah had forfeited all his 
claims by his cowardly acquiescence in Nasrullah’s usurpation of the throne and 
by his failure to take any steps to discover the authors of the crime. He was 
told that it would be advisable that he should retire into private life and take no 
further part in pablic affairs. Although oncasionally seen in public, he undertook 
no Government work, and was presumably deprived of his appointment of 
Muin-us-Saltanah, we In October 1919 he was reported to have been arrested 
by the Ameer, and to be practically confined (o his house until 1922. ‘There was 
tan abortive rising by the Safi regiment in his favour in June 1920. This regiment 
‘was raised in Tagao by Inayatullah. Sanctioned a yearly allowance of 1 lakhs 
of rupees and an escort of twenty men, March 1921. He consistently refused to 
take up any Government appointment. In July 1922 was allowed a certain 
measure of freedom, which was increased until be moved about apparently withont 
restriction, When’ Bacha-i-Saqao attacked Kabal on the 14th December, 1928, 
Was summoeed by the Ring and confined in the Arq, Foroed to accep the throne 
on Amanullah’s abdication, the 14th January, 1929, but on being besieged in 
the Arq by Bacha-i-Saqao, abdicated on the 17th January, 1929, on condition 
that he and his family wore sent to Kandabar by sir. Evacuated to Peshawar 
with his family in the Royal Air Force planes, the 18th January, 1999, and 
proceeded to join Amanullah in Kandabar, Fled with Amanollah to Bombay, 
the Bird May, 1929. Sailed from Bombay for Persia, via Basra, the 6th July, 
1929, Arrived in Tehran, the 27th July, 1029, Left’ Tehran for Europe, May 
1090, and was in Berks heieved plttiig againat Nadir Khan. Applied. fr 
permission to reside in England for six months (June 1931), Visited England, 
‘August 1991, and stayed three weeks in London with hie wife and eldest son 
Khalilullab (W.W. 99%), ‘Then joined Amanullah in Rome. Visited Con- 
stantinople for his nephew's wedding, December 1931, and then went on to Tehran, 
whore his sister joined him from Kabul. In roceipt of 800 tomans per month 
Trom Persian Government in February 1992. In August the Persian Government 
‘were aaid to be intending to discontinae this allowance, his sole means. Since 
thon has remained in Tehran, whore he now resides. Probable tint the allowance 
made him by the Persian Government has been stopped, and that be ie living in 
comparative penury. His sister, who had been with Amanullah in Rome, joined 
him. in the autumn of 1933." Is periodically the xubject of rumoare in 
Afgbanistan, generally to the effect that he has arrived, or is expected to arrive, 
in tome part of the country. Lacks initiative, intellect and energy, but combines 
dignity with pleasant manners, and had a reputation for being honourable and 
Straightforward. An agent of Inayatullah was reported “to, have visited 
‘Afghanistan in May 1045. Still (1936) in Tehran, Stated to have been granted 

‘monthly allowance of about 5,000 rupees (Afghani) by the Afghan Government 
(1039), Is reported (1040) to be in touch with German agents in. Tran, and 
probably receiving money from Germany to stir up trouble in Afghanistan. Still 
Teported to be in Tran (1943), 

43, Mahmud Jan (WW. 415)—Sardar-i-Ala, Shahgessi, Barakzai. Born 
1885. Son of Shah Mubammad Khan, and a distant cousin of Abdul Aziz Khan, 
and the Ulya Hazrat, Officiated as Minister of Public Security in 1922 and as 
Governor of Kabul in 1923. Was in charge of the Public Works and Secret 
Service, Also in charge of the Frontier Tribes Department, of which Haji 
Muhammad Akbar was Under-Secretary. Was in partnership with Herr Harten, 
German engineer in charge of Dar-al-Aman works, and made a lot of money out 
of public works. Created Sardar--Ala, January 1987, Appointed, Walt of 
Kabul, December 1027. Captared by rebels neat Jalalabad, December 19%, 
where he had been sent to restore order. Arrested by Bacha-i-Saquo, February 
1929, Released during the Independence celebrations, August 1920. Was 
appointed officer in charge State Workshops, November 1029, but was deprived 
of his appointment the following month. “Imprisoned in the Arq on a charge 
of thoft of Government funds and jewels, January 1980. Under trial for being 
concerned. in, the Koh-i-Daman revolt of 1930. Released in January 1931, but 
rearrested with other members of the Shahgassi family in connexion with the 
Ghulam Nabi and Dare Khel plots in November 1982. His brother Zobain also 
arrested, His ears are said to have been trimmed as a punishment, Was 
released in November 1933 and kept under surveillance. “A stout, pleasant 

ileman; was friendly to foreigners. A great personal friend of ex-King 

‘manullak. Speaks Pushtu, 

‘Reported to have heen arrested in March 1986 for the murder of bis own son. 

Reported to be still in Kabul jail (1942), 





44. Mohendra Pratap Singh (alias Raja) (W.W. 437),—Indian, agitator, 
on of Raja Ghanshyam Singh, Jat, of Mursaa, Aligath, United Provinces, and 
brother of the Maharani of Jhind.” Founder of the Prem Vidalaya (the Free 
Industrial and National Arts College) of Brindaban, Went to England at the 
end of 1914, and to Berlin in the autumn of 1915 where he posed as an Indian 
prince. Had an interview with the Kaiser and accompanied the German mission 
to Kabul in 1916. Arrived at Mazar-i-Sharif in 1917, Endeayoured to come 
to India, but returned owing to our precautions, In 1918 with a. party of 
Afghans left Mazat-iSharif for Russian Turkestan, and proceeded to Tashkent 
In March 1918 was in Berlin, and later went to Petrograd, where he received a 

rim welcome from Trotsky and Joffe, Same year visited Constantinople, where 
he delivered Ameer's reply to the Sultan, No reliable news in early 1019 as to hin 
whoreabonts, but supposed to have gone to Tashkent via Bokhara. Came to Kabul 
with the Suritz Mission December 1919. Regarded as an imbecile of no 
importance by the Bolsheviks in Kabul, but Obaidullah (W.W. 401) fonnd him 
useful as a figurehead and to attract Hindus to his party, Left Kabul and arrived 
at Wakhan, the 14th June, 1920, en route for China, Sent a letter to the 
Governor of Tashkurghan saying that he had been appointed Afghan Envoy to 
China by the Ameer. He soon returned as passage to China was refused by the 
Chinese authorities. In September 1920 he was in the Pairs. Did a tour in 
China and Japan and returned to Kabul in autumn of 1023. Left Kabul, the 
16th September 1934; visited California, China, attempted to enter ‘Tibet, then 
went to Japan, whence he was deported. Returned to Afghanistan in October 
1926, His reception in Kabul was remarkably frigid and although he held a 
number of receptions very few people of importance attended, ‘This was mainly 
duo to the displeasure of the Ising at Mohendra having styled himself Afghan 
representative at  Pab-lslamio conference in Japan, photographs describing 
him as such and showing his unceremonious arrest and deportation having been 
seen by tho King in English illustrated papers Lat Kabul for tho north, the 
Bist January, 1927, and arrived Moscow, February 1927. Returned to China 
bat back in Moscow November 1828 preparing to bald Pan-Aniatio” Conference 
in Kabal. Owing to outbreak of rebellion was prevented from leaving Tashkent 
to come to Kabul by King Amannllah, Went to Tehran January 1920 and 
returned to Moscow in April 1929, Returned to Kabul from Moscow by air 
December 1920. Was in close touch with Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182). Ho was 
deported by air to Termez in March 1930. Vi and reached Now York 
‘on the 27th May, 1930. Is believed to be of somo nso to the Ogpu. Was in China 
1 1931 and 1988, (Us address there was P.O, Bax 20, Peping, China). Published 
two books; Afghanistan, the Herat of Aryan, and Long Live India! Moved to 
Japan at the end of 1938 oF beginning of 1034, where he was in touch with the 
Japanese Governnent. Continued to spread’ anti-British propaganda... Left 
‘Japan secretly for Siam in June 1994, believed at Japanese instigation to further 
their pan-Asiatic policy. Forbidden to lecture in Siam. Turned out of Siam, 
arrived Tokyo, August 1034, having been doported from Canton 

Was in Manila in February 1935, back in Japan in April 1985 and left for 
America in July 1935. Has agitated for his own return to Indin through the 
Indian Legislatures, Has been regarded as an Afghan subject since 19. 

In the Far East in 1987. Reported to be in Japan (1949), 


45, Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 1984)—Malik. — Sangu Khel Shin- 
wari, Born about 1885. During the Khost rebellion 1924-25 assisted Amanullah 
with a party of Shinwaris. One of the leaders of the revolt in the Eastern 
Province against Amanullah in November 1928, Turned pro-Nadir and during 
the Shinwari disturbances of February 1990 assisted Government anid took an 
active part in the final settlement and collection of arms. In May 1990 is said 
to have requested permission, which was refused, to raise a lashkar to assist the 
late Haji of Turangeai in his attack on British territory. Suspected of intrigue 
with Russians, March 1932. Deprived of his Khanship, September 193%, but was 
reinstated after interview with Prime Minister, Early in 1092 was deprived 
of appointment as Officer Commanding Khassadars but was later reinstated, 
alty to the present régime is doubtful. Incited Afridis to resist road 
scheme in spring of 1935, In 1935 he led a Shinwari rising against the Afghan 
Government. Later he fled to Tiral, and was pardoned in 1030. The Afchan 
Government have offered him favourable terms if he will settle in Kabul, w 
he is at present. In Kabul tinder surveillance (1943), 


45a. Muhammad A/sal Khon (W.-W. 138)—Firga Mishar, Born 1802, 
Son of Naib Salar Ghulam Nabi Kban (W.W. 209). Nasir, Ghilzai of 
Shakadarra Koh-1-Daman. Sardar-i-Ala 


(25053) ce 

































































is 


Southern Province, July 1985, which post he held till September 1941 and where 

hehason the whole dove well. On bad terms with Major-General Pir Muhammad 

GW.W. 300), the G.0.C- and Governor of Urgun (1934-35). Visited Kabul June 

1035." Unpopnlar with certain tribal leaders, who in 1836 tried to. get him 

transferred. " Was ordered by Sinister of Defence in 1937 to prevent tribesmen 

ing into Wariristan, f istrict officials ‘not. to use 
force: in stopping. thea, that, force might ereale: aa 
nent feeling pported the Faqir of Ipi's c 


1g disput 
it the Republican 


ie |. keen on his profession, Has persmality and 
diseiplinartan gov capable of handy troops i the fl 
nor popular. Is in the good hooks of the Wav: M 
(1943) working in the War Ministry. His loyalty to prosent régime is doubtful 


48, Muhammad A gha Sani (W.W. B50) Brother of Shahgasi Muhammad 
Yakub Khan (W.W. 675). Son of Muhammad Yusuf Khan, a Munshi to Amecr 
Habibullsh, ” A’Mohmand by birth, bat the family have settled in Ghazni for 
some generations. Was Mehmandar to the British mission in Kabul, 1921 
Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, but was dismissed in 1923, partly dae 
to ewape of Ardali and Daud Shab (W.W. 287) from Kaba gaol and partly due 
to reports of his complicity in murder of one Abdul Ali, Appointed Political 
OMker during Mangal rebellion 1924, and sent to the front, where his 
fervicen earned appreciation of the ‘Ameer. Appointed Mehmandar to 
Wokils of Eastern Provinces during Ameet’s visit of April 1926. Reappointed 
Commandant of Police, Kabul, A 1926. Was a trusted persoaal informer 
to the Ameer. Efficient, controlled a mob with great skill during tho fire which 
uted the British Legation at Kabul December 1928, 

Uovortior of Kabul Noveniber 1025 


Accom: 
Left for 


pilgrimage Wa ed Tehran with W.-W. 675 in. December 

1. Ay for permission to visit India bat was refused. Still in Tebran, 
whore his brother Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) has joined him; also his nephew and 
niece from Quetta, He and his son, Muhammad Bashir, deprived of Afgban 
nationality, November 1983, His property in Afghanistan is said to have 
confiscated in 1934 and his family deported to Iran. Believed to be in Tehran 
in 1035, 

Tr reported (1940) to be in touch with German agents in Iran, and probably 
receiving money from Germany to stir up trouble in Afghanistan. Still reported 
to be iu fran (1943), 

47. Muhammad Akbar Khan (W.W.161)—Mubarmadzai, Brother of 
W.W. 113, Minister of Health 1930, Cousin of the late King Nadir Shah, to 
whom he was Surgeon-General, Director of Medical Services October 1992. 
Appointed Minister at Rome 1935 and presented his credentials in May 1935. 

Relieved of appointment as Minister at Rome, March 1936, and returned 
to Kabul, Ts married to a sister of W.W. 149, 

Civil A.D.C. to the King, 1942. 

48. Muhammad Alam Khan (WW. 16)—Mulki Ghind Mishar (civil 
brigadier) Alishorzai Shinwari, He 1s looked upon as the head of the Shinwaris, 
Jn 1904 he was deprived of employment for begining to raice three ts of 
Shinwaris without orders. In March 1919 Amanullah issued orders fe 
which he contrived to evade, for his eupport of Sardar Nasrullah Khan, 

Tune 1921 was granted an annual allowance of 3,000 rupees. Was chief instigator 
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of Shinwari opposition to hasht nari (conscription of one in eight). Was 
great friend of the Sultan Muhammad Khel family, of which King Nadir Shah 
was the head. A leader of the Shinwari rebellion November 1928, Was one of 
a. delegation sent by Bacha-i-Sagao to Nadir Shah in April 1929. Appointed 
wernor, Eastern Province, May 1920. Ordered to raise the Shinwaris against 

Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) June 1929, but met with little suocess. Fled to Landi 
Kotal December 1929, but returned to the Eastern Province early in 1930 and in 
April 1930 was said to be working on behalf of King Nadir Shah, Was suspected 
of being in the pay of the Russians, Intrigued with Afridis in 1980. Not trusted 
by the Afghan Government, be was kept in Kabul ander surveillance in antumn 
1933. Later he was allowed to return to the Eastern Provinee, where be helped 
to persuade the Shinwaris to send their sons to school in Kabul. Early in 1995 
was reported to be involved in a conspiracy against the Government. His 
loyalty is doubtful, He frequently visits Kabul. 

Joined. Mohmand Lashkar 1985." Said to be friendly with W.W, 138, 
‘anuary 1936, and hostile to the Afghan Government. 

Living at his hotne in the Eastern Province in 1042 


49. [Nil] 


50. Muhammad Aminullah Jan (or Amin Khan) (W.W. 186)—Sardar, 
Mubammadzai. Born the 12th October, 1885. ‘Third surviving son of Amir 
Abi! Rahman. His mother was a slave gil belonging tothe late Bibi Halim, 
who was said to have adopted him before her own son was born formoris 
in charge of the Shara (Mubammadan Law) Department at Kabul, and was also 
in charge of the Jabba Khana (magazine). In 1917 he hold the appointment of 
Sardar-i-Madatia (director of military defence), Has one son born about 1903, 
and a daughter said to have been married to Sardar Abdul Qudoe Angus 1010 
at Kandahar, Appointed A.D. to the King 1026, Arrested by Bacha--Sagao 
in January 1929. Arrived Quetta and left for Lahore the 4th November, 1920. 
Residing in Tehran 1930 in straitened cirenmstances. Appealed for an 
allowance from the Government of Indin in 1930, Is said to be very eccentric. 
Tn Tran 1942 


5A. Muhammad Atiy Khan (WW. 200d) —Mubaramadzai. “Sardar. Son 
of Rafiq Khan and son.inlaw of Sardar Ahmad Shah Khan (W.W. 149), Court 
Mi Brother of Babo Jan aliax Zulilkths, widow of late Sardar Hayatullah 
Khan, step brother of ex-King Amanullab. 

Visited Moscow in 1035. Is an economic oxport trained in Germany and 
holds the post of a Technical Director in the Afghan National Bank. Reported 
to be pro Atanallad and kept ander surveillance 19805, Reported said 
that, providing no revolution broke ont, Afghanistan will be able to check British 
inflnence in eight years’ tin 

Speaks Russian and Strongly Germanophile, the present 
increased German influonce in Royal Family said to be due to him, 

Brothers are Muhammad Umar Khan (WW. 658) and Muhammad 
Rahim Khan, Assistant to the President of Kabul Municipality 


51. Muhammad Ayub Khan (W.W, 211)—Kizilbash. Was head clerk to 
Ameer. Appointed assistant to Finance Minister April 1924. Awarded (1025) 
Order of Astor and 2,000 rupees for service in Khost rebellion. Received 
Order of Sardar-i-Ala. February 1027. Appointed Minister of Finance 
September 1923, but relieved of his appointment October 1928. Appointed 
Minister of Finance by King Nadir November 1929, Accused of embezzloment 
in October 1930. Carried out a tour of inspection in Kataghan and Badakhshan 
4p dune 1082 Tn October 1982 returned Wo Kabul and resume appeintment of 
Minister of Revenue December 1992. Dismissed in September 1933 and his son 
arrested. Pro-Amanullah. Unemployed in Kabul 1942. Is @ brother of 
WW. 449. 

52. Muhammad Daud Khan (W.W. oa son of the late Sardar 
Muhammad Aziz Kban (brother of King Nadir Shah). Born 1909 in Kabul. 
Educated at the Amania College, Kabul. Spent nine years in France and 
returned to Kabul. in October 1990, 1937, attended a ‘year's course at the 
Infantry Officers’ School, where he worked hard and was well repo 
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of his troops aud the Eastern Province detachment at the Independence celebr 
tions in 1934 was conspicuous for its smartness. In July 1935 was transferred as 
Governor and General Officer Commanding, Kandahar, and General Officer Com- 
manding of the Farah and Chakbansur Division. A strong personality. A keen 
soldier and energetic. A favourite of his uncle the Prime Minister (W.-W. 387). 
In 1984 married a sister of King Zahir Shab. Is likely to be much heard of in the 
future. Speaks excellent French, and is very well-mannered aid friendly. Is keen 
on games, Governor and General Officer Commanding, Kandahar, in 1986 and 
1987. Warned to be more tactful by the Prime Minister. Appointed Rais-i- 
Tatizimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Administrator) of the Eastern Province 
1938). 
(eR pointed General Oficer Commanding Kabul Central Army Corps: and 
Commandant of the Military Schools in Kabul in Angust 1939, the appointment 
he atill holds (1942) 

58. [Nil] 

64. Muhammad Gul Khan (W.W. 315s)—Son of Muhammad. Khurshid 
Khan (W.W. 408). _Kuchi Mohmand of village Baru (on the Hisarak Rud, about 
7 miles west of Batikot), Educated in Turkey. Was a Ghund Mishar (brigadier) 
in Amapullah’s army in 1927. Promoted Firqa Mishar (major-general) and 
appointed General Ofhicer Commanding, Eastern Province, in 1925, In Jalalabad 
during the Saqavi régime until the burning of Jalalabad, when be returned 
to his home at Baru. He joined HRA. Sardar Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) 
in Khuginni country about March 1929. Was Minister of the Taterior in Nadir 
Shah's first Goveriment. October 1929, Promoted Naib Salar (general) 
Appointed to officiate as Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Admi 
trator), Rastern Province. He held this post until the summer of 19510. Daring 
thin time he did much to restore order in the province and dealt with the Shinwari 
attempt on Torkham in February 1980. After the Kohistan rising in 1930 he 
war appointed Raiei-Tanzimich of that district and apparently waccoeded in 
pacitying the people. Assumed duties of Minister of Interior in October. 1990. 
Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimich of Kandahar in Febroary 1951, and left for 
Kandahar via India. Administered. the province with firmness aud elliciency. 
Congratulated by the Governmont on his work January 1932, Visited Kaba} for 
Tndepondence celebrations August 1932: was awarded the Sardar-i-Ala, first class, 
‘and n grant of 25,000 Kabali rupecs. Was offered Governorship of Herat in Se 
tember 1062, bat rufused owing to his friendship for Atdar Rahim (WW. 88) 
Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimigh, Mazar, Kataghan and Badakbshan and Maimana 
November 1932. Relieved at Kandahar by Ghulam Faruq (W.W. 278) in 
Tanuary 1983, and left for Mazar, Tn 1934 there were rumours that his leyalty 
to the present régime was doubtful and that he was in favour of a republic. 
quiet, well-mannered man, but ruthless. Has a strong personality and is 
Ambitious He is regarded as one of the most capable officials in Afghanistan 
Speaks Urdu, Persian, Pashtu, Russian ond Turkish. He was very loyal to the 
late Nadit Shah, Visited Kabul September 1935, Believed to have asked the 
Prime Minister to help the Mohmands against the British. Refused to visit 
Faatorn Province to explain Mohmand situation to Afghans, and believed to have 
‘quarrolled with Prime Minister (W.W. 337) on this subject. Returned to Mazar 
‘about the 1st October. Reported to be on bad terms with W.W. 315. Stated to 
he connected with the Republican party. Still (1940) in Mazar. Still (1940) 
Raisi-Tanaimich, Northern Provinces. Resigned Governorship of Northern 
Provinces 1940 and appointed Minister of State 1941, a post he still holds (1942), 


55, RIL. Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W.937)—Mohammadeai. Son of 
Sardar Yusuf Khan (junior) and uncle of King Zahir Shab._ Half-brother of the 
late King Nadir and of W.W. 414 and W.W. 585, Born 1886, Commanded the 
Sar-i-Os (bodyguard) at Kabul and accompanied Ameer Habibullah to India in 
1907. Appointed Nail Salar (general) of Herat and left Kabul in 1916. Keen on 
inniioting reform, bo checked in this direction by threat of mutiny onthe part 
of the troops. Arrested and sent to Kabul after the murder of Habibullah, but 
subsequently released. People of Herat refused to have him back after his release 
‘and he was relieved. Appointed Governor of Jalalabad December 1919, Governor. 
Eastern Province, 1920, Went on tour in July 1921 and distributed rewards to 
the Mohmands and some Bajauri tribesmen, at the same time doing his best to 
create an atmosphere of hostility to the British: the next month he warned the 
tribesmen to be ready for '* jehad.”” Summoned jirgas of the Malikdin Khel ancl 
Kambar Khel Afridis to Jalalabad in September 1921. Rewards in the sbape of 
money were doled out to the tribesmen, who were informed that Nadir Khan had 


promised to arrange permanent allowances and the distribution of rifles for them 
from the Afghan Government. Reported in August 1921 to have engineered, in 
conjunction with Nadir Khan, the robbery of one of the British mission mail bags 
@m rovte from Kabul to India. Went to Kabul from Jalalabad on the 
10th November, 1921. Officiating as Minister of War, Kabul, January 1922, vice 
Nadir Khan, who proceeded on tour. Went to Europe with his father in, 1923. 
Appointed Minister at Moscow March 1924, when he was unpopular owing to 
his constant suspicions of Soviet policy. ‘Opposed the military training of 
‘Afghans in Russia, and on his views being disclosed by the Afghan Government 
¢ Soviet authorities he resigned and left Moscow Srd July, 1926, to join his 
brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. Offered position of Minister at Tehran, which he 
refused, October 1926, Nur-us-Siraj, the sister of the King, whom he wished to 
marry, was betrothed to Amanullah’s cousin, Muhammad Hasan Jan (W.W. 342) 
in October 1926. This was looked upon as'an insult by Hashim Khan and bis 
brothers. At Grasse December 1923. Granted diplomatic visa for India en route 
to Afghanistan January 1929, and left Marseilles with Nadir Khan and Shah 
Wali (W.W. 585) on the 8th February, 1929, Loft Peshawar for the Eastern 
Province 6th March, 1929, whero he tried to obtain support for Nadir, but met 
with little success. ' Was’ defeated by Bacha-i-Saqao and arrived Parachinar 
19th September, 1929. Arrived Quetta Ist October, 1929, where he remained 
under surveillance until 27th October, 1929, when he was permitted by the Indian 
Government to proceed to Kandabar. Proceoded to Kabul, 9th Novernber, 1929, 
gn his appointment as Premier and Minister of Interior. This appointment be 
has since held, insisting ona high standard of work and eficieney, High -handed 
in his dealings with other Government officials he is consequently both feared and 
hated. “Was on tour in tho Northern Provinces when Nadir Shah was assassinated 
and returned immediately to Kabul, Swore allegiance to Zahir Shab, since whose 
accession he has teen the real ruler of Afghanistan. A real patriot and a 
tremendous worker, he bas laboured to improve the stability of the country. So 
far ag can te judged, genuinely disikes the Russians and ig alarmed ty the 
possibility of the spread of bolshevism in Afghanistan. A quiet, dignified man 
with charming manners and a keen sense of humour. Is quick-tempored, out- 
roused, ruleas. ‘Truss very feof his fellow-counteymen and 

is mind quickly, Ts said to have 

ials, but is still unpopular, 

‘ it. Ts very friendly to mombers of the 
British, a gti well and speak it fairly.” Still 
(1937) Prime Minister. Proceeded to Berlin in, October 1936 to undergo an 
ation for tumour. Operation for tumour successful. Visited London 


nnary-February and returned to Kabol vin Tndia in March 1937. Stil (1043) 
Prime Minister. 


56. Muhammad Hassan Jan (WW. 3A2)—Muhammadvai, Born 1902. 
Son of Sardar Mubammad Umar Khan (W.W. 048). A-D.C. to King Amanullah 
1926. Created Sardar-i-Ala February 1926. Married to Nur-us-Siraj, 
Amanullah’s sister, October 1927. Was well known to the British Legation at 
Kabul. Accompanied King Amanullah to Europe 1927-28 as Chamberlain. Also 
went with Amanullah to Kandahar after his abdication January 1929 and to 
Bombay May 1929. Sailed for Italy June 1929, Was in Romo from October 1931 
to July 1932, Not definitely located between summer 1932 and December 1983, 
tint said to be in Rome with Amanullah and to be verging on lunacy, Deprived of 
Afghan uationality November 1983. Accompanied Amanullaly Khan tothe 
Hejae in 1935. In Rome with Amanullah during summer of 1935. 


57. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (WW. 363)—Tajik of Istalif, Kob-i-Daman, 
Firga Mishar (major-genera). Born about 1805, son of Ustad Yusuf, an iron 
smith, Related to the Inte Bucha-i-Saqao. Received three yours’ aeronautical 
training in Italy. Appointed to command Afghan Air Foteo 1924. Visited 
‘Western Command mancuvres and carried out a tour in Indin at the invitation of 
his Excellency the Commander-in-chief November 1926. Was helpful to the Royal 
Air Force officers who landed at Sherpar in December 1928. Dismissed from his 
post by Bacha-i-Saqao January 1920, but was reappointed ly Nadir Shah on his 
‘accession to the throne. Is keen on his profession and works hard and is keen on 
flying. Is very fat. Speaks Italian and a little French. Is always very friendly 
to members of the British Legation. Still (1937) Commandant of the Air Force. 
Proceeded on tour to India and Europe in September 1936 with a view to 
parchasing aircraft 
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Visited India and Europe 1096-27 with view to. purchasing, aircraft for 
Afghan Government. Purchased eight aircraft in Great Britain and twenty-four 
in italy. Returned to Kabul in October 1937. Was awarded decoration of 

Grand Officer of the Crown of Italy.””” Received by Herr Hitler during his tour. 
Still (1942) Commandant of the air force Resents fact that air force is under 
‘War Ministry control, and wishes to have it independent under the King. 


58. Mulammad Khan, Mirza (WW. 450)—Sent to Merv on a special 
mission October 1919. Still’ in Mery June 1920. Later said to be in Tashkent, 
Left for Moscow July 1920. Afghan Minister at Moscow 1921 until relieved by 
the Inte Ghulam Nabi Khan. On return from Russia he was for a short time an 
Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce. In 1924 was sent to Europe to 
negotiate the sale of certain Crown jewels. Appointed First Under-Secretary in 
the Foreign Office on return from Europe. Chief Afghan member of the Urta 

Boundary Commission, and proceeded to Badakhshan January 1926, 
returning in June 1926, Appointed Minister at Moscow October 1926, having first 
refused appointment of Minister at Rome. As Minister at Moscow be preserved 
abroad outlook and was not noticeably pro-Soviet. Under-Secretary in Foreign 
Office 1928. “Remained at Foreign Office under Bacha-i-Saqao January 1929. 
Appointed Under-Secretary Foreign Office by King Nadir Shah November 1929. 
Appointed Minister of Trade September 1990. In May 1982 was complimented 
by the King for his work. Was put under secret surveillance as a result of the 

to Left Kabul in October, with the Prime 


Appointed Minister of Trade in 1937. A man of no great 
or marked abality.. Te suid to enjoy the confidence of the Prime Mintster, 
hut to be on bad terms with the War Minister, Since he has been in office, the 
customs revenue of the country has inereased considerably. Was one of the prime 
movers in the formation of the Ashami Company. Is believed to be a heavy bribe 
taker, Hix sister, who was a widow of the late Ameer Habibullah, was given ia 
marriage to Abdul Qadir, Bacha-i-Saqao's Governor of Kandahar. Is inclined 
to be anti-Britiah, but is lately believed to be less so than formerly. His son, 
Abdullah: Khan, was one of six students who were sent to Japan January 1935. 
Appointed Minister of Revenue (1988). Still (1942) Minister af Revenue. 


50. MvAommad Naim Khan (WW. 464s)—Son of the aio Muhammad 
Arie Khan, Mubammadeai, Born 1911. "Visited Tadia in Novetnber 1929 with 
‘Asadullah ‘Khan (W.W. 199). Appointed Under-Secretary, Foreign Olfice, 
October 1930. Appointed Minister, Rome, December 1932; recalled in 1934 and 

pointed extra secretary in the Foraign Office, Kabul, Appointed First 
Sehrotary 1985." Shy in manner, speaks Freach and 1é friendly to members of the 


British Logat ot appear to possess great force of character. Ts a great 
favourite of his wncle Sardar Hashim Khan (W.W. $37), Married in 1934 the 
eldest sister of King Zahir Shah His wife gave birth to a son in. August 1936. 
Officiating Foreign Minister December 1935 and again in 1996 daring the 
absence of Faiz Muhammad in Europe. 
‘Asa acting ne manoging director, Afghan National Bank, during abwence of 
( 


Abdul Maj W, 73) in 
in 1997. 

Appointed president of Kabul Literary Society June 1937. 

Nppointed Acting Foreign Minister daring the Foreign Minister's absence 
in Tehran June 1937 and Jalalabad in January 1935. Still (1939) Minister of 
Education, Visited Khanabad as head of an investigation committee (1939). 

“Appointed assistant to the Pri ster (September 1999), in addition to 
his duties. as Minister of Education. In 1941 appointed officiating Minister of 
National Economy during absence of WW. 73 in Europe in addition to his own 
duties. 


594. Muhammad Nawroz Kian (W.W. 470)—Mirza of Logar. Appointed 
Chief Secretary to King Nadir. November 1929, Was on had terms with 
Muhammad Yakub (W.W. 675). More inclined to friendship with Germany than 
with England and Russia, Accompanied late S. Muhammad Azim to Europe in 
January 1938 for medical treatment. Returned from Germany May 1933 and 
resumed appointment of Chief Secretary to King. Was appointed officiating 
Court Minister in 1936 Appointed Ambassador, Tebran, in 1939. Still (1942) 
in Tran. 

Has influence in the Logar valley. Loyalty to present régime doubtful. 
Entertains Republican tendencies. Has ability and capacity and speaks a little 
Engl 


‘urope 1936-37. Appointed Minister of Education 
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60, Muhammad Qasim Khan (W.W. 506)—Muhammadzai. Son'of Sardar 
Muhammad Sarwar Khan Kala. Nephew of the late Sardar Abdul Aziz, First 
cousin of Ghulam Farag (W.W. 273). Born at Lahore about 1900. Served in 
various minor appointments in Afghan Foreign Office 1021-25, Was a secretary 
in the Afghan Legation, Rome, in 1826, and also served in a similar capacity ip 
the Afghan Embassy, Tehran, during 1927 and 1923, In 1930 was mudir 
{assistant secretary) in the Prime Minister's office. Appointed officiating 
akim-i-Aln (Governor), Eastern Province, November 1932, where he found it 
difficult to get on with the General Officer Commanding, Daud Khan (W.W. 238), 
Appointed Minister in Rome in February 1984, and left to take up his appoint. 
ment in March, Recalled in spring 1935 and in June again appointed Governor 
of the Eastern Province. Is said to be an ficient and capa , but Incks 
resence and personality. Speaks English, Urdu, Persian and very good Pushtn 
Pressiie father dled January 1990, me 

‘Still (1937) Governor of the Eastern Province. 

Appointed Governor of Herat (1938). Appointed Governor of Kandabar 
1041, a post he still holds (1942), 


61, Muhammad Sarwar Khan (W.W.§60)—Barakzai, Naib Salar (general). 
Son of Muhammad Sidiq Khan. Brothers Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 276), Mubaminad 
Shuaib (W.W. G11) and Joma Khan, head clerk in the Afghan Leg don, 
in 1995, Formerly a Ghalam Bacha. Was highly esteemed by Ameer Habibullah 
Khan, Promoted brigadier in 1906, owing to bis success in the manufacture of 
guns, and appointed superintendent, Kabul Arsenal, Promoted major-goneral 
Hola. In March 1919 appotnted Naib Salar by Ameor Amanullah Kha, and 
in the «ame month left for Mazar-i-Sharif to take up the appointment of Nai 
Hukumah (Governor), Turkestan. Granted both civil and military powers in hi 
province. Relieved of appointment and proceeded to Kabul in January 1022, 
where he officiated as Minister of the Interior. Governor of Kandahar 1023, but 
the real power in the province was wielded by the Minister of the Interior, who, 
originally officiating ax Governot of Kandahar, retained therg on raief to deal 
with the disorders that were rife in the province during 1923,  Mubarmmad 
Sarwar ction seems to have been limited, Still Governor of Kandahar 
at the beginning of 1927. Described by the Ameer, during a visit of inspection 
to Kandahar, November 1925, as ‘"honest and’ respectablo, but slow. and 
negligent.” "Summoned to Kabul June 1926, and, well received by the King. 
Created Sardar.i-Ala November 1926, Appointed Governor of Badakhshan and 
Kataghan, 1928, but did not take up appointment. In Kandahar 1020, 
Appointed Governor of Kabul, February 1980, but relioved in 1981 and went on 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Returned via Moshed and Kandahar. Appointed a 
‘member of the Majlis-i-Aiyan (Council of Nobles) December 1931. Reported to bo 
pro-Amanullah. Visited his brother Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 976) at Marut, 
andahar Province, in February 1982, but was recalled to Kabul in July, Has 
teen unemployed since L881. Suill (May 1035) beloved to be pro- Amaia 
Courteous and friendly, but Amanullah’s description (above) fits him, Still (1042) 
a member of the Council of Nobles. 


62. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 652)—Firqa Mishar (major-genetal). 

ik. Born 1898. Appointed Chief of Staff 193 ted Delhi manoeuvres 
December 1924 at the invitation of the Commander-in-chief in India. Appointed 
head of Afghan Military Mission to Russia to select artillery for the Afghan 
army and stady Soviet military methods October 1926. Left Kabul iy air for 
Termes on route to Moscow the 3rd November, 1928. Visited Russia and Italy 
1928. Was at one time military attaché in Berlin, Appointed chief of Afghan 
General Staff early in 1930. Tn 1982 proceeded to Enrope to attend. the 
Disarmament Conference, Geneva, Visited Paris December 1933, Returned to 
Kabal via India in January 1994; was a spectator of the Ist January parade at 
Peshawar. Lunched with the officers of the Gordon Highlanders in the Khyber 
oo his way back. Resumed his duties as Chief of Staff. but left once more for 
Geneva in May i934. A keen and intelligent officer, but said to have had little 
‘experience in the field or handling troops, Has been mich in Europe apd speaks 
English, Russian and German finently. Ts also said to speak French and Malian, 
His loyalty to the present régime is doubtful. It is suid that he will probably be 
appointed to a diplomatic post in Has pleasant manners and is 
fendly. Afghan representative to the League of Nations Disarmament Com- 
ittes June 1935. Said to have been recalled to Kabnl (1936) owing to his 
immoral couduct in Furope. Still Chief of Staff (1943). Is said to be pro- 
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63. Muhammad Umar Khon (WW. 658)—Mubammadzai. Son of 
Muhammad Rafia. Was bora in India and was at one time a Naib-Tebsildar in 
the Punjab, ‘Returned to Kabul in June 1916, Was appointed Hakim (Governor) 
of Charikar in 1926. In March 1992 appointed ofieiating, Wali (Governor) o 
Kabul. Prior to his appointment as oficiating Wali of Kabul was Mudi 
Gumruk (assistant in charge of ciistoms), Kabul. Toured Kobistan and Koh: 
Daman in 1932. Selected (1994) for the appointment of Minister, Berlin, 
succession to the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz, but declined the post, | Still 
(1939) Wali of Kabul, Lacks personality and is neither particularly able nor 
strong. Speaks English and is believed to bold pro-British views. 

Shspended (1930) and ordered to be kept under surveillance in his house in 
Kabol. Still unemployed but no longer under surveillance (1042). 


63a. Muhammad Usman Khan (W-W. 661)—Sardar. Tn 1915 appointed 
to command at Asmar, whero be adopted a friendly attitude towards the British 
and was taking security from  hadmashes ’ to prevent raids into Chitral. In 
1916 was appointed Brigadier and in 1919 was still Commandant at Asmar. 
Rocalled to dalalabad i August. 1920, reason unknown. He, however, again 
returned to Asmar and went to Kabul in September 1920, Chief Stall Officer 
to Naib Salar Hashitn Khan (W.W. $87). Commanding the Ningrahar Corps 
in December 1921, Served ax Afghan Consul in Bombay in 1927 and ax Consul- 
General, India, in 1925. To Kahol 1929, Counsellor to Afghan Embassy, Tetrean, 
iy 1050," -Appsinted Muin II in the Foreign Ministry in 1691," Was x member 
of the Musabad Por-Afzhan Commission 1934-85. Pensioned and unemployed 
1035. Member of the Republicon Party, Wax suspected of complicity in Afridi 
‘Atmanish plot in. 1939. President of the Municipal Committee, Kabul, since 1937. 
Rolioved of this post July 1942. 

‘A capable mon of pleasant manners. 

64, Muhammad Yunus Khan (W.W. 685)—Comes from Jalalabad and is 
of Pathan stock Secretary of Afghan Legation, London, from 1022-90. Awa 
showed himself elpful and well disposed and, was profuse with, pro Brit 
sontimonts, which were probably sincere. Chargé d’Affaires from February 1920 
No January 1030, Rnergetically opposed Shujaud-Danlah's (W.W, 612) attempts 
to dispon of Legation property July-September 1929. Laft London for United 
Stator of America on Shah Waili's (W.W. 585) arrival as Minister in January 
1030 owing to disappointment of non-recognition of his work and refusal of 
Shah Wali to appoint him counsellor. Reported to be in touch with Ghadr party 
in San Francisco. In June 1933 tried to obtain the assistance of British Foreign 
Office to return to Afghanistan. Believed to be (1936) in United States of 
America, Founded and became Director of the Afghan National Association 
in the United States of America. 

65. Muhammad Zahir Shah (W.W. 088s)—Muhammadzai. Only 
surviving gon ofthe late King Nadie Shah.’ Born 1914. Accompanied his father 
to France in 1024 and was educated in that country. Retarned to Afghanistan 
in October 1930. In 1991 attended a year's course at the Infantry Officers’ 
School, Kabul. Married (1981) a danghter of Ahmad Shah (W.W. 149) 
Appointed, Amisiant War, Minisar 1009. Iu September 1039 oficiated ax 

jucation Minister in addition to his other d Was proclaimed King on the 
8th November, 1983, immediately after his father’s assassination. Quiet and 
unassuming with pleasant manners and a fair presence, he has so far had little 
share in the government of the country, the real power being wielded by his uncle 

.RH. Hashim Khan (W.W. $37), the Prime Minister, He is keen on shootin 
and tennis. He never spends a night away from Kabal and his excursions, 
he makes heavily guarded. are limited to the immediate neighbourhood of the 
capital, Has three sons, Muhammad Akbar, born in 1983, Ahmad Shah, born in 
1934, and Mahamed Nadir, born in 1941, a daughter born in 1992 and a second 
daughter born in 1936. His birthday will in future be celebrated on the 15th Octo- 
ber annually. Is taking an increasing interest in State affairs and is particularly 
interested in the development of the air force. Ts reported (1999) to have expressed 
adesire to be given the opportunity to take a more active part in the control of 
State affairs. 

6. [Nil] 

07. Nasrullah Khan (W.W.469)—Born about 1900. Son of Haji Nawab 
Khan of Kulangar (W.W. 472). Served in various places as Tiaqadar during 
the reign of Amanullah. Joined Nadir Shah on his arrival in Afghanistan 1929. 
At the end of 1929 was appointed Commandant of Police, Mazar-i-Sharif. 
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Appointed Hakim-i-Kalan (Governor) of Ghazni December 1930. Was appointed 
Governor of the Eastern Province in November 1932, but did not take over as he 
was engaged in touring his district dealing with repercussions from the Dare Khel 
rebellion. The appointment was then altered and he became Governor of the 
‘Southern Province in December 1832. In Matun in Jannary 1933 attempting to 
obtain the arrest of the Lewanai Fagir. Relieved in July 1933 and appointed 
Under Secretary in Ministry of Public Works, an appointment. he still (1943) 
holds. Is believed to be capable and energetic. 

‘An elder brother of (WW. 248). 

08. Nawab Khan (W.W. 472)—Haji, Khawaja of Kulangar, Logar. Born 
about 1665, "Was a Hakim (Governor) ta Mangal cauntcy during the reign of 
Ameer Habibullah Khan. Dismissed by Amanullah on account of old’ age 
Joined Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) in Jaji country during the revolution, and 
then joined the Inte King Nadir Shah, becoming his private secretary: In 
November 1930 was sent to disperse Iashkars said to be gathering on the Kurram 
border. In 1931 proceeded to Mecca as the representative of Nadir Shab. 
In November 1931 went to Ghazni in connexion with tho efforts to effect 
the surrender of Abdur Rahman (W.W. 198). Tn late 1982 was attempting to 
secure the arrest of the Lewanai Faqir (W.W. 4124). Visited Matun during the 
Khost disturbances 1983 and spent. the summer of that year in the Southern 
Province eoncilinting the tribes. Was chief delegate to the Tari-Jaji Commis 
sion, which met on the Kurta border in June 1993. Was awarded 60 j 
of land for his service in connexion with Khost disturbances. A man of some 
influence in the Southern Province and has becn usefal to the Government. Is 
now very old. Appointed equerry to King Zahir Shab, whom he froquontly 
acoompanies on drives. Has two sons, Finga Mishar’ (major-goneral) Faiz 
Muhammad Khan (W.W. 244), aide-de-camp to the King, and Nasrallah Khan 
(W.W. 4094), Moin (Under-Secretary) in the Ministry of Public Works Abdal 
Tomail (WW: 49) ie his nephew. 


0% Obeidullah Khan (W-W. 492)—Son of Ameer Habibullah Khan by tho 
Ulya Hazrat; younger brother of ex-King Amanullah. Born 1915, Called Shah 
Agha. Carefully looked after by the Ulya Hazrat (W.W. 648), who omployed a 
German tator for him, Seat by Amanullah to Kandahar Decembor 1928 with 

is family. Accompanied Amanullah to Bombay May 1929. Sailed for Italy 
with Amanullah Juve 1929. In Berlin with his mother 1930, Still in Berlin, 
living at the Afghan Legation November 1992. With Amanullah in Rome in 
December 1938. "In October 1935 was living with his mother W.W. 046 in 
Ghulam Siddiq’s (W.W. 309) villa in Berlin.” Deprived of Afghan nationality 
November 1933. 


70. 
India 

‘Was one 

an in 


to the Ki 
the 1990 


1932), In November 
we Dare Khel Zadran 


Teading business men of irgely with the War Office, being on 
terme with Shah Mahmud (W-W. 414) ‘The Prime Minister (W.W. 387). 
wever, dislikes him. Is said to be extremely able, but dishonest and 
unscrupulous. Reported to have been deprived of the control of the State Arsenal 
deter ceed hin the fe chs have been ded 
figs against, him on. the ‘forgery charge ‘have been ‘suspen 
fiidefnitely by the Punjab Government: Visite Tndis' periodically in coonexion 
with the transportation of goods to Kabul for the Afghan Government. Definitely 
deprived of the control of the State Arsenal in summer of 1942 and appointed 
A. De to War Minister. 


71. Rakimullah Khan (W.W. 518)—Tajik. Son of Ataullah. Native of 
Kabul. Was head clerk in the Russian section of the Foreign Ministry. Became 












































Foreign Agent in Mazar. Afterwards transferred to Moscow as secretary to the 
‘Afghan Legation, and later on in the same capacity to Berlin. Appointed 
assistant in charge Visa Section, Afghan Foreign Office, December 1990. 
Relieved July 1931, In July 1992 transferred to the Home Ministry as 
Director, Posts and ‘Telegraphs, an appointment he still (1999) holds. Appoint 
nient raised to a Minis ne 1985. 

‘Reported to be efficient and gets on well with Marconi’s representative in 
Kabul. Stated to be keen on improvements and modern developments in bis 
Department, but is slack and indifferent in carrying out his duties. Wis father 
died in 1996. Appointed Minister of Mines November 1939, Still, holds both 
‘appointments (1943). Has pro-German sympathies. 


72. Rahmatullah Jan (W.W.519)-—Muhammadzai, Eldest son of ex-King 
Amanullah and Queen 'Souriya. “Born 1922. Proceeded to Europe, with Kim 
192s, ‘Declared heir apparent 182%,, Accompanied Auanullah, to Chaman an 
Bouibay the 23rd May, 1929, Sailed for Italy with ex-King the 22nd June, 1929. 
Was still with Amanullah in, Italy 1951, and is believed to be there now (1942), 

‘Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 193%. 


78. Rasul Jan Agha (Past Rahim) (W.W. 522)-—Known as Fazl Rahim 
Horn, about 1806. Son of tho late Sher Agha, Hazrat Sabib of Shor Bazaar 
‘Also known as Masum Jan, His wife is a sister of Ghulam Farug (W.W. 273) 
‘On the death of Shor Agha in June 1925 the title was assumed by his (Sher 
Agha's) half-brother, Mohammad Siddiq Agha (W.W. 613), although 
‘Agha is the direct claimant hy descent. Obtained signatures of 400 m 
manifesto declaring King Amanullah’s reforms contrary to Islam. Set 
Khost with Muhammad Siddiq Agha with intention of raising country 
Amanullah, Both arrested and brought to Kabul, September 1 
‘and Rasal Jan Agha was sent to Tagao to try and detach some of Bacha-i-Saqao's 
‘adherents December 1928. Was in touch with Bacha-i-Saqao during 
Tater's second attack on Kabul in January 1829 and promised British Legati 
his protection during the attack. Later was intermediary between Sardar 
Tangaraltah (W.W. 860) Bacha-t-Saqao and the British Legation for removal of 


Inayatallah to Peshawar by air, In Kabul, unemployed, December 1930. Went 
fon pilgrimage to Mecca February 1983, Now calls himself Mian Jan and lived 
at Kandahar, whore he has miich influence, until transferred to Herat, July 

‘Transferred to Kandahar 1936. Carries weight with the Ghilzais, 
especially: the Suleiman Khel, Represents eldest branch of the family, but be 
Jacks capacity, Now lives in Kab (1943). 


14, [Nil] 
7B. Saiyid Qusim (W.W. 548)—Son of Abad Shah Khan. Se 
Kabul. Pi to Peshawar through the Khyber, December 1921, on bis way 
to London as messenger from the Foreign Office. Married the third daughter 
of the late Mahinad Beg Tari. Member of the Afghan Logation in London 1924 
6 d' Affaires in 1924 between departure of Abdul Hadi (W.W. 38) 
xud-Daulah (W.W. 612), Returned to Kabul May 1925, 
and appointed Under-Secretary in charge of Russia and Turkestan branch of 
Foreign Office to succeed Hafizullnh (W.W.827)February 1926. Appointed Afghan 
constl-general, Delhi, October 1926, vice Haji Muhammad Akbar (W.W. 133) 
id left Kabul for Delhi, the 20th November, 1926, Awarded Order of Astor, 
mary 1927. Appointed Afghan Minister in Rome, 1928. Returned to 
India and left for Constantinople, June 1929, Said to be working as a 
translator in the Foreign Office, Kabul, the 7th January, 1990. In December 1933 
was believed to be wit Amanullah in Rome. Speaks excellent English, well 
educated. Used to be friendly to members of British Legation, Kabul. “His sister 
is the wife of W.W. 686s. 
Toa. Salab-wl-Din Khan (W.-W. 363)—Born about 1898. Son of Mufti 
Siraj-nd-Din of Herat; 
sed. to be the ed Shuja-ud-Daulah (W.W.612) 
Drought him to, Kabul and gave him the editorship, of the paper Tsjarat 
(Commerce). Mterwards became personal diarist to Amanullab, Appointed 
consul in Bombay 1930, In March 1983 acted as consul, Jeddah, in additi 
his Bombay duties. Appointed consl-general in India August 1938. V 
Dora Ismail Khan and Peshawar daring the autumn of 1993, spreading pro-Nadir 
propaganda amongst the Ghilzais. His father, Mufti Siraj-ud-Din, left Delhi 
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for Herat in February 1934. Pays periodical visits to Kabul. Still, 1996, cousul- 
geueral in India. Maintained one Nur Ahmad Khan in Lahore as propagands 
and publicity agent. Took care to maintain his contact and popularity with 
editors and proprietors of Indian vernacular papers. In 1939 returned to 
Afghanistan, | Appointed Controller of Broadcasting and Propaganda, Nove 

r Appointed Director of Press and Publicity in hich post, he 
i ibe a rublicity in 1940, which post. hi 

is a philosopher and poet. Speaks English intelligibly but not very we 

Was coc! reported ta be pr-Rtaian and pro-epabliean, bat appears t0 be 
trusted by Afghan Government. “Has the reputation of entertaining anti-Dritish 
sentiment 


78. Sarbilond Khan (W.W. 857)—Naib Salar (general), Ada Khel. Jaji 
of Sanga, Harb, eon of Malik Azad Khan Has anions ye. iacAmamatins 
reign was made a Kumandan (probably colonel) and for good work in the Khost 
rebellion was promoted brigadier. Assisted Nadir Shah in 1929, and for his 
services was promoted Naib Salar (general), Was sent of Hariob in October 1980 
to recruit for the regular army. Returned to Kabul early in December having 
failed to obtain any recruits Collected 150 recruits from Bamian in September 
1931, Went to his home via Peshawar and Parachinar in January 1933. Was 
employed to treat with the Suleiman Khel regarding customs dues in Juno 1082 
and at Gardez suppressing the Dare Khel rovolt in November 1982. - Reported 
to have been granted property valued at over lakh of Afghan rupees in 1038, 
Lives in Kabul. Has much influence with the Adu Khel Jajta, and is looked upon 
as their “Khan.” Has a son, Niza Muhammad Khan, brigadier. Owing to 
Soancial dually was considering welling, his. Kabul "houses in 1 
‘primanded in the same year for smuggling silver into India. Le 0 
Mecca via India December 1097, Tn Kabul {1042), ee hal 


TT. HRH. Shah Mahmud (Mahmud Jan) (WW. 414)—Sardar Muham- 
madzai, Youngest son of Muhammad Yusuf and uncle Ot Kin Zahir Shah. 
Half-brother of W.W. 337 and brother of W.W. 585. Ay pointed Sar Sar-i-Os, 
ranking as general, in 1917. Commanded the troops on the Peiwar front 1919. 
Was in great favour with the Ameer for never having suffered a defeat (he was 
never attacked), Appointed Civil and Military Governor of the Simat-i-Janubi 
[eee Provinces) September 1919. In Khost February 1920. Arrived in 

abul from Gardez December 1920. Was married in Kabul during the same 
tonth to a stepsister of the Ameer. Returned to Garder soon after. Shah 
‘Mahmud was in touch with Muhammad Hasan, B.A., at Makin and Haji Abdur 
Razaq at Shakin in 1920 and early 1921, and undoubtedly supplied them with 
frequent convoys of ammunition, rations and money for distribution to the hostile 
sections of tho Wana Wazirs and Mabsuds. Arrived in Kabul in October 1921. 
accompanied by his family. General Officer Commanding, Badakhshan and 
from 1922 to 1925. Appointed Governor of Eastern Province April 
1926,” Interviewed Afridis at Jalalabad April 1926, and promised them similar 
treatment to that given by his brother, Nadir Khan. Toured Jalalabad Province 
and interviewed Afridis at Morgha July 1926. Visited Kabul to discuss 
Mohmand unrest with King November 1926. Interviewed Mohiands at 
Jalalabad January 1927; visited Pesh Bolak and distributed money. amongst 
Shinwaris. Transferred from Jalalabad to Kabul February 1028. Appointed 
second secretary in the Ministry of Interior March 1928. In Kabul February 
1920. Commissioned by Bacha-i- a, to go as his emissary to the tribes of the 
Eastern and Southern Provinces, Joined it Khan on his arrival in Khost 
March 1929. Assisted Nadir Khan in his campaign against. Bucha-i-Saqao, 
Appointed War Minister by Nadir Shah November 1929. Left. Kabul for 
Northern Provinces and in January 1981 was appointed Raisi-Tanzimich 
(Sapreme Civil and Military Administrator) of Northern Afghanistan. Succeeded 
in dri im Beg across the Russian frontier and pacified the, count 
iy f to be able to return to. Kabul in August 1931. Award 
the Almar-i-Ala September 1981 and appointed a member of the Majlis-\-Aiyan 
{Council of Nobles), He suffered from goitre and hoped to take a cure for it 
in Germany in the autumn of 1982, but his visit to Europe was postponed 
owing to the Dare Khel outbreak in November 1932, daring which he cammanded 
aa force of about two divisions in addition to tribol levies. His success in this 
affair was perhaps due as much to money as lo fighting. Up to December 1982 he 
was still ‘in settling affairs in the Southern Province and handing over 
control to Nasrallah (W.W. 469), the new Governor. Spont the spring and 
summer of 1933 in the Southern Province, visiting Kabul on one occasion, On 



























































Nadir Shah's murder displayed great presence of mind dealing with the situation 
in Kabul. Proctaimed Zahir Shah King and swore allegiance to him. Appointed 
Commander-in-chief and Minister of War. Appears (o possess considerable 
‘energy and force of character and is believed to be popular with the army. He is 
probab 


ly better fitted for the command of irregulars than of regular troops, having 
fo real military education. He is vain, though at the same time shy and sensitive; 
is fond of sport and games and friendly to members of the British Legation. In 
addition to his military duties, is in charge of the Soathern Province. He is said 
to be jealous of ILRLHL Hashim Khan (W.W. $87), bis half-brother, and_not 
always to agree with him in matters of pol 
THetrothed his two daughters to the two sons of the late Hayatullal, brother 
of ex-King Amanullah, December 1995, Sons were born to him in 1932 and 1936, 
Loft for Europe March 1936 for medical treatment and has since been successfully 
operated upon for goitre in Berl ited England, France, Italy, 
Hossia, Turkey and Iran, Returned to Kabal December 1936. Now (1937) said 
be taking less interest in his work. Still (142) War Minister. Son born to him 
Jannary 140. 


78. HRM. Shak Wati Khan (WW. 589)—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Bora 
185, Soa of Sardar Muhammad Yusuf Khan and brother of the late King 
Nadie Shah, Brother of W.W. 414 and half-brother of W.W. 337, Was Rikab 
Bashi (equerry) to Amecr Habibullah, Accompanied him to India in 1907. After 
tho Ameer's murder in February 1919 was arrested and sont to Kabul, bat was 

mitted and released. Commanded troops on Kharlachi front July-Octobor 
1919. Promoted general for good services on the Toohi border. Married a sister 
of ox-King Amanullah in May 1020. Appointed to command Ist Division in 
Kabul April 1921, Was on intimate terms with ex-King Amanullah and seeroed 
to be his greatest personal friend. Was ove of the delegates at the British- 
‘Afghan Conference in Kabal 1921. Commanded Ist Cavalry Corps December 

A. Appointed to command the Kabul Corps 1923, Appointed Yawar Hazuri 
foquorry to the King) December 19M. Visited India in May 1925 and again in 
(reat 1926, when be persuaded Muhammad Umar (W.W. 648) to return to 
Afghanistan from Hyderabad. Commanded troops Logar during the Mangal 
rebellion 1924-25, and for his worvices wns created "Taj:i-Afghan.” Left Kabol 
for Paris September 1926, accompanying Afghan students returning from 
vacation. Was with his brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. | Left Marseilles with 
Nadir Khan and Hashim Khan (W.W. 837) February 1929, and proceeded with 
Nadir Khan to Khost March 1929. Captured Kabul the’ 13th October, 1929. 


1 ree his appigtent of Mine i Zahir Shah 
the Coronation of King (earge 
ari Gited Rahol March 1930, and returned to Paris June 1999 Still (1942) 
Minister in Paris. 

‘79. Sher Agha (see Fazali-Umar). 


80. Sher Ahmad Khan (W.W. 505)—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Fateh Muharomacd Khan. Bora 1885._ Acted inthe appointment of Ishaq, 
‘Aghassi Nizami (Military Chamberlain) 1917. Appointed Hakim Deere 
Andkhui 1920. Suspended and arrived Kabul May 1921. Appointed Afghan 
Envoy to Italy 1921, and arrived in Peshawar on the 10th October en route with 
‘lange party of Afghan students who were proceeding to be educate in Europe. 
‘Afghan Minister at Rome during 1922, and was engaged in negotiations for 
purchase of arms until the summer of 1923, when he returned to Kabul with an 
6g aitasto for, his own country, Appointed, President of the, Shaura 

onal Council) 1924. Leader of the party in favour of peaceful tactics 

Urta "Taga crisis, January 1926. Cordially detested the late Mahmud 
‘Tarzi, With King Amanullah in Europe 1923. Appointed to still-born post of 
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Prime Minister September 1928, and subsequently to be head of the Public Service 
Bureau. Held Jalalabad for Amanallah November 1923. Was given fall powers 
to settle the Shinwari rising, but failed and returned to Kabul December 1938. 
Fled with Amanullah to India May 1929, Returned to Kabul later and. was 
‘sppointed Privy. Councillor by Nadir Shah December 1929. Appointed: Ambas- 
sador at Tehran December 1930. A man of some ability, but indolent and corrupt. 
Said to entertain a profound contempt and dislike for the Persians, and to be 
very outspoken on the subject. Arrived in Kabul the 18th September, 1995, on 
avisit. Returned Tehran December 1935. Visited Kabul 1936, using a German 
aeroplane. Betrothed his nephew Muhammad Umar to Sultan, fourth sister of 
King Zahir Shah, October 1935, 

Relieved by W-W. 140 as Ambassador at Tehran in April 1987. Appointed 
Minister of State October 11197, Still (1942) Minister of State 


BL. Shuja-ud-Daulah (W.W. 612) of Ghorband—Comes of @ Trans-Oxus 
family. Born 1596. Was Ghalam Bacha (page) in 1916, and was employed 
looking after the German mission in Herat. Appointed Farash Bashi Hazuri 
{fleed ‘Chamberlain to the King) to Ameor Habibullah Khan January 1947 
Appointed Kotwal of Kabal and Amin-i-Asas (chief of police) by Amanullah, 
Commanded 2ud Division in Kabol January 1921. One of the delegates at the 
British-Afghan Conference in Kabul 1921. “Appoiated Minister of Security, and 
appeared 0 he a man of cnsiderabe ability. “Tn clove qntidence of the Aner 
Ofliciated as Governor of Herat January 1921. Relieved and returned to Kabul 
at the end of 1924. Was deputed to maintain order in the Southern Province 
daring the Mangal rebellion (1924). Appointed Minister at London August 
1934, and arrived in London April 1925. Carried through many rifle deals, ont of 
which he is believed to have made a considerable fortune. Gave trouble by failing 
to settle debts due by the Afghan Legation for rent, &o. Summoned to Kandahar 
by Amanllah February (920, Arrived Herat the 98th March, 1929, and assumed 
duties as Governor on bebnlf of Amanullah. Fled to Mesbed on arrival of Abdur 
Rahim (W.W. 89), Bacha-i-Saqao's nominee, May 1929. Returned to London via 
‘Tashkent-Moscow, and arrived the Lith July, 1929. Attempted to dispose of 
Afghan Government. property, and on this account was asked to leave the country, 
In Borlin September 1929. In Moscow November 1929. Accompanied Amanulla 
to Mecca in 1981, returning to Europe via Beirut. Wan in Germany in 1938, One 
‘of Amanullah’s most active supporters. In believed to be the actual marderer of 
Ameer Habibullah, Proved himself on all. oocasions ill-monnered and 
Afghan nationality November 1088.. Belioved to be in 
is a-sister of W.W. 289. In Russia February 1936, 


82. Siddig Agha Muhammad (Gut Agha) (W.W. 013). Jaiyum Jan 
Aha hoe Tagrat Sahib of Shor Baste (WW. 7), and halt brather of 
Fazl-i-Umar (Sher Agha) ye W, 256), On the death of Qaiyam Jan Agha tho 
title wae assumed by the eldest son, Sher Agha. On the Iatter's death in June 
1925 the title was assumed by Mulammad Siddiq Agha, in the absenco of h 

half-brother, Sher Agha, then a political refugee in India. Was arrested, with 
Rasul Jan Agha (' 522), for trying to stir up trouble in Khost, September 
1928, ‘Later released, and in February 1020 was reported to have accepted 
Bacha-i-Saqao’s rale. "In June 1020 was placed under surveillance in Kabul on 
account of his intrigues with Sher Agha in the Southern Province. Confined 
in the Arg, Juno 1929. Released, and joined Nadit Khan on his entry into 
Kabul, October 1929. Appointed Minister to Egypt, and possed through 
Peshawar, en route, February 1031. Proceeded to Motes, April 1981, to watch 
Amanullah. In July 1932 visited Kabal on leave, and was received in a friendly 
manner by the King and the Prime Minister.’ Shor Agha (W.W. 256) was 
reported to be trying to persuade him to resign, but he returned to Egypt. in 
September 1982. Still (1 Minister in Egypt. Visited Mecca for 


will reside at Cairo. 


83. Sultan Ahmad Khan (W.W. 624).—Son of Colone! Sher Ahmad Khan 
(W.W. 600), Assistant to Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450). Ambassador 
at Moscow, Angust 1920. Head of the Afghan mission to Angora 1021. Arrived 
im Baku, March 1921. Arrived in Angora in April. Addressed a large crowd, 
including ‘many prominent Turkish Nationalist Deputies, at the mosque of 



















































































Namazie, Angora, in August 1921, ‘The cubject ofthe address was the necomsity 
for unity throughont the whole Moslem world, in order that the encroachments 
and intrignes of European Powers might be successfully resisted. Prayers were 
offered for the victory of the Turkish arms, api Sultan Ahmad Khan gave 
donation of 2,000 liras to the Red Crescent. the Bolshevik Envoy in Kabul, 
Raskolnikoy, instructed his Government early in September 1921, at the request 
of the Afghan Government, to provide Sultan Ahmad Khan with 40,000 roubles 
in gold, payment to be adjusted in Kabul, Returned to Kabul, April 1928, and 
was appointed third secretary in Foreign Office Officiated as first secretary 
during absence of Mirza Muharamad Khan (W.W. 450) on Urta Tagai Boundary 
Commission. Appointed second secretary, Foreign Office, Jane 1926, and first 
secretary, October 1926, Granted title of '* Sardar-i-Ala,”” February 1927. 
ibassador at Tehran, October 1928. Retieved November 1429 and 
Appointed to'be in charge of State guests Kabul, January 
‘ent to Turkey as Ambassador, vice the late Ghulam Nabi, in December 
1930, Took with him as secretary Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243). 
Suspected of pro-Amanullah tendencies. Was on intimate terms with the Inte 
Ghulam Nabi during his visit to Constantinople in December 1931. Visited 
Europe in 1933, and, as Afghan representative, concluded a Treaty of Friendship 
with Brazil through their Embassy 1038 Appointed aa an Afghan delegate to 
the Disarmament Conference at Geneva in Suill (1996) Ambassador in 
Turkey. Visited Kabul, August 1935. To be Minister, Egypt, in addition to 
his other duties. A conceited, dissolute man, but appears to possess some ability. 
Represented King of Afghanistan at the funeral of King George V, January 
1946, Visited Afghanistan April 1937 and returned to Angora June 1 
Appointed Ambassador at Moscow (1938). Still (1042) Ambassador at Moscow, 


4, [Nil] 


85, Ulya Hazrat (W.W, 646)—Sirnj-ul-Khawatin (Her Majesty the Sun 
of the Ladies). Stop-sister of Luinab Khushdil Khan, daughter of the late 
Luinab Sherdil Khon, and step-daughter of Ishaq Aghassi Muhammad Sarwar 
Khaw, Her name is Sarwar Sultan, Chief wife of Ameer Habibullah and 
mother of ex-King Amanullai Khan (W.W. 183). In 1915 said to be strongly 
in favour of neutrality. Very strong character and dabbled in politics. Said 
to have refused to help Turco-German mission in 1916. In 1917 and 1918 had 
numerous quarrels with Ameer Habibullah owing to her interference in political 
matters, and was eventually said to have been expelled from the Arq. After the 
murder of Habiballab, loft for Kabul to negotiate with her son, Amanullah, 
believed by many to have heen, with Amanullah, the organiser of the plot which 
resulted in the murder of Habibullah. Was said to have been of Tarzi's party, 
‘and in favour of a treaty of friendship with the British. Has one other eon, 
Obeidullah, known as Sher Agha (W,W. 492), born 1915, Left for Kandabar 
with Queen Souriya, December 1928, and proceeded with energy to raise support 
for the Durrani Dynasty. Was ‘not on good terms with Queen Souriya. 
Accompanied Amanullah to Bombay. May 1929. Sailed for Italy with 
Amanullab, June 1929. In Berlin 1030 intriguing against Nadir Khan in 
favour of Obeidullah. “Has remained in Europe 1929-85, mostly at Amanullah's 
residence at Rome, but occasionally visits Montreux in Switzerland, and Berlin. 
Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1993. Visited Mecca with ex-King 
‘Amanullah for 1935 pilgrimage, 

in October 1999 was living with Obeidallah Khan (W.W. 492) in Ghulam 
Siddiq's (W.W. 309) villa in Berlin, 

‘Still (1943), 90 far as is known, in Europe. 


86. Yakub Khan (WW. 675)—Mobmand. Son of Muhammad Yosuf 
Khan and brother of Agha Sami (W-W. 555). Born 1889, Was page to Ameer 
Habibullah. Numerous favours were conferred on him by Amanullah. 
Appointed a Musahib-i-Khas (Privy Councillor) in 1920, and Shahgassi Huzuri 
Wf, "Created SardaricAln, Jantnry 1027, and appotnted Minister of Court 
Accompanied Amanullah to Europe 1927-28, Accompanied Amanullah to 
Kandahar, January 1929, and to Bombay, May 1999, Left Bombay. June 1929, 
for Duzdap. Arrived "Meshed, August 1020. Returned to Kabul 1929 
‘Ordered to iplicity in the Koh-i-Daman revolt 1990, but was 
detained in J id anid Jater released. Said to be propaganding in favour 
of Amanullah. Went to Mecea on pilgrimage, April 1931. Arrived at Tebran 
with his brother W.W. 555, December 1981. Has a son, Musa Jan, born in 1916, 
and.a daughter, who joined him in Tehran in 1993. Probably still in Persia, May 
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1935. His property in Afghanistan was confiscated in 1933. Deprived of 
Afghan nationality in November 1938, Family deported from Kabul to Tehran, 
‘August 1935. 


87. Zalmai (W.W. 691)—Musakhel. Mangal, Malik. A leader of rebels 
daring Khost disturbances of 1924-25 Took refuge in y, Whence 
he was deported to Abbottabad 1925. Brought to Ky y other 
maliks, Zadrans and Mangals, October 1920; treated as a guest 1 
Ghulam Nabi Khan. Pardoned by the King, and returned to 
1926. Assisted Nadir Shah in 1929, and appointed Naib Salar (general) in May 
1930. In August sent word to his tribe not to interfere in British affairs. Left 
Kabul in November 1930 to raise recruits in Khost, but was badly received 
June 1932 went to with the Ghilzais about. customs dues, and 
arrived at a successful solution. Suspected of being concerned in the murder of 
Malik: Sanak Mangal, and Khan (W.W. 200), wah of Sanak, was aad to bo 


Plotting his assassination. Accompanied Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) to Garder to 
But down the Dare volt in November 1982. Still an important figure in 
angel countey. Unally tives in Kabul nnd in frieudly to members of ‘British 
jegation. Said, with MBA, to be trying t unrest a 

tie tribes in the Southern Province, January 1036, “m* “OFest amonget 


88. Zulfiger Khan, Muhammad (W.W. 697)—Mubammadzai, Of no 
important feohy, Educated a Hatibia College, Kabat: “Want te tance wih 
Afghan students to look after them, and became guardian to Hidayatullah Khan 
{W-W. 38)/0on of Amanoli Khar Was rod ed to Kabul by Amanollah and 
for some time was unemployed, During the revolution. joined Hashim Kha 

(WW. 837) in the Eastern Province and became his private secrttan Wort 
fo Parachinar, where be joined Nadir Khan and Shah Wali (WW. 580). 
Counsellor to the Afghan Legation in London 1931, Left London’ for 
Paris, with Shah Walt, in June 1081. ‘Returned to Kabul, September 1981 
and was appointed assistant to the Prime Minister, A talkative little may, 
speake English fluently, and is very friendiy towards members of the British 
Legation, Kabul. Visited Lahore ‘and returned to Kabul, April 1936. 

Appointed Minister at Tokyo, ster at Tokyo. 
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CHAPTER I1.—IRAQ. 


(E 5812/208/93) 
Mr. Thompuon to Mr. Eden.—(Receivedt October 1.) 


(No. 992) 
(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, September 30, 1942. 
MY teleg 


While the ieing despatched the Prime Minister called to say that 
this morning th rior had told bim definitely he could no 
longer work with Minister of F ntly he, Nuri Pasha, was faced 
with the necessity of reshufli 
paragraph 2. The Regent had agreed g 
Hix Royal Highness had demurred over ha 
Interior, preferring that the latter should g 
however, the Regent wished to know what Hix Majesty's Ambassador felt 
had asked the Prime Minister to-ree his Excellency 
2 had to tell Nuri Pasha that unhappily this could not be pen 
he fact is that the Ambassador had a slight set-back two days ago and has been 
running a slight temperal vals since. This hax led. the doctors 
{inchiding the consultant, Colonel Lipscombe) to cut down drastically on visitors 
and talk So T told the Prime Minister I would take the responsibility of 
answering the Regent's question 
‘J. tn the discussion that ensued { told Nuri Pasha that while Iwas not 
onthusinatic about having Abdul, Azziz ax Minister of the Interior, 1 disliked 
Very much the idea of his being Minister of Finance, He is an elderly politician 
‘according to my information, finicky and bad about taking decinios 
cover, he does not. know English, a sad handicap in dealing with British 
oxperts on supply problems, Finally, the work would be entirely new to him 
‘and. its growing complexity would lead to inordinate delays. Lt he was in the 
Cabinet he would be more at ease as Minister of the Interior (a part he has 
already occupied, T think, five times) always provided be gave assuri 
the Government's policy and not on sentimental or other grounds let oat 
hes now in Amarih concentration ¢ 
“The Prine Minister expressed his ayreement with these views and 
ertook to represent them to the Regent. Tf His Royal Highness agreed he 
ould offer the Ministry of the Interior to Azzie in return for amsurances, but 
fay nothing about Finance, which would go to Saleh abr. He also agreed that 
ved (which 1 rather hope be will aul I beliewe Nori Pasha does, too) 
ir would remain Minister of the Interior while Finance would 
‘Abdul Tilah Hafiz, now Minister of Economics and late Director 
fe in not a very atrong personality, but is honest and knows 
ply problems. Personally, I think thix would be the best team 
gather from the Prime Minister that Mutessarif of Bagdad will 
probably have to go, 





(1B 5818/204/93) No. 3. 


Mr. Tham pron to Mr. Buen —(Receieed October 2) 

(No, 998) 

(Telegraphic) Bagdad, October 2, 1943. 
‘OUR telegram No. 14 

‘The Prime Minister told me this morning that as the political tempo had 
quickened somewhat following events of the last few days (my telegeam No. 988) 
He wna acing the Regent this evening with a view to resgting on 3rd October 
and reforming on 5th October. As Abdul Azzie had declined to enter the 
Proposed new Cabinet, he intended to keep the prosent Minister of the Interior 
And appoint Abdul Ilah Hafiz to Finance, with Tewfik Suwaidi as Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. As regards this last appointment, however, he feared pressure 
‘was being brought to bear on the Regent to resist. 

2. After discussing the position with the oriental counsellor, T decided to 
see His Royal Highness to let him know that in our view Tewfik Suwaidi would 
Strengthen the Administration, and that we also welcomed the other two key 
appointments. ‘The Regent sceined quite satisfied and was in excellent hmmour. 











[B 5869/208/93) No. 4 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden—(Receiced October 5.) 

(No. 1008) 

(Telegraphic-) Bagdad, October 6, 1942. 
MEY telegram No, 968, . = 
Cabinet resigned on rd October. Nuri is forming a new Administration, 

bat has not yet got his men together. Above is confidential for the present 


[E 5882/208/93) No. 5. 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden—(Recvived October 6,) 
(No. 10089, 


(Tel ic) Bagdad, October 8, 1949. 
GFEICTALLY announced this morning, 6th October, that Cabinet resigned 
Srd October. Prime Minister’s resignation letter stated diflerences of 0) 
had developed among colleagues, principally on economic question 
questions caused Minister of Finance's resignation, and Nuri therefore felt 
obliged to offer Regent Cabinet's resignation 
Regent, in reply, thanked Prime Minister and colleagues for good work 
during difficalt period of office, and asked them to remain at posts pending 
formation of new Cabinet 





(E 8889/205/98) No. 6. 


- Mr. Thompson to Mr. Kden—{Received October 6) 
(So, ton.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

MY telegram No. 1008 
Nuri Pasha’s efforts to form new Cabinet are apparently being obstructed by 
sig Suwa, wo In now Ary to ota th Porto of Interior of Finance 

rank of Deputy Prine Minister. He also seeins to be trying to aqueeze 
tut Salih Jabr altogether Pe aris or 


Bagdad, October 6, 1942. 


No. 7. 


Mr. Thompson to Me, Kden—(Received October 7.) 
(No. 1015) 
(Telegeaphic.) Bagdad, October 7, W942 

MY telegram No! 1011 iz 

Yesterday the Regent saw Nuri and Taufiq together in the presence of 
‘Muhammad Al Sadr, es , 

Taufiq strongly advocated complete change of Cabinet, and particularly 
opposed inclasion of Salih Jabr and Abdul Mahdi i 

‘Alternatives which be proposed were such men as Mustapha Al Uunri and 
Umar Nazmi, who are quite unsuitable from our point of view and with whom it 
would be impossible for Nuri to work: 

He also suggested that Nuri had no reason for retaining Salih Jabr except 
that the English had persuaded him to do so (this view he has apparently spread 
abroad widely among his political associates), 

In addition, Nuri says that he did not at all like the tone in which ‘Taufiq 
spoke of the late Government's policy towards Great Britain. 

In these circumstances Nuri has been obliged to drop Tanfiq, and now this 
being so puts Salih Jabr into Finance and Tahsin Askari (now the Minister at 
Cairo) into Terie. 

fe hopes to complete new Cabinet to-day, 


[25053] 















































(B $924/208/98) 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Een—{Receieed October 8) 


sraphic:) Bagdad, October 8; 1942. 
FORMATION of following Cabi nounced this morning :~ 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence; Nuri Said 

Interior: Tahsin Askari 
Finance: Salih Jabr 
Foreign Affairs: Abdulillah Hafiz 
Communications and Works: Abdul Mab 
Justice: Daud-al-Haidari 
lucation > Tubsin Ali 
Economies: Mubsin Shallash, 
Social Affairs: Ahmad Mukhtar Baba. 





(B 6356 /204/93) No.9. 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eiden.—(Receigeil Uctober 90.) 
(No. 293) 
Sir, Bagdad, October 14, V9. 

IN his despatch No. 207 of the 2nd August, His Majesty's Ambassador 
described the signs which suggonted that the Cabinet might soon reach the end of 
ity allotted span of life, The Minister of Finance was at odds with the Minister 
of the Interior and the two "Shia" Ministers were embarrassing their chief 
With demands for the appoiutment of another Minister of their sect. ‘The trac 
which was then accepted by the discordant elements was intended to last untit 
the end of August and, in the event, the Cabinet survived thia period by only little 
‘over « month. 

% The Prime Minister began with the hope that 
assembled in November he might be able to deal with th aking 
peace botween the Ministers of Finance and Interior, adding a third" Shia 
his team and making a few minor changes among the other members. He soon 
found, however, that, although the Minister of Finance had been ju Istanbul 
during most of Augast and September, bia abyenice had done little to beat his 
quarrel with the Minister of the Interior, and soon after returning Alt Mumtaz 
Was once more at loggerheads with Salih Jabr over the diffilt matter of the 
collection and distribution of wheat, He accused Salih Jabe of wilful 
tions, and Salih Jabe retorted by charging 
corruption, Nuri Pasha’s hopes of an eaxy 

roupon vanished and, realising that half-measures would be of o avail, b 
tendered his resignation to the Regent ou the Sed October. 

3. He wan at once invited to form a new Cabinet, and having already made 
his plans he embarked on this task with confidence. He had decided (after con 
siderable consultation with this em! in the couree of which we had con 
sistently emphasined the necessity for a strong personality at the Ministry of 
Finance) that Salih Jabr must be retained and that Ali, Muitaa would in. con 
sequence have to yo. He hoped to peraiade Taufiq Sawaidi to ncenpt the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs and help him to bear the burden of the parlianentary. work 
which he had found #0 exhausting during the last session, and he had an eye 0 
two or three miitable men to complete the required "* Shia.” quota. He wanted 10 
replace Tahsin. Aliint Education by Amin Zaki, to move Salils Jabe to Finance to 
grapple with Traq’s economic and supply difficulties and to pat Abdul Azaiz-al: 
Qusaab into Interior in his stead. ‘The other Ministers, excepting porbapa Jara 
Baban, he meant to keep. 

4. Unfortunately, his luck seemed to be out. Tanfig Suwaidi, with an 
irresponsibility that shakes one's confidence in him, made impossible demands. 
He wanted most of the old Ministers, including Sali Jabr and Abdal Mahdi. to 
be dropped and to introduce ment such as Umar Nazmi and Mustafs-al-Umari, 

ith who Nuri Pasha knew that it would be impossible for him to work 
in harmony, Furthermore, he was dissatinfied with the offer of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs unless he conld also have the title of Deputy Prime Minister (for 
which there is no constitutional provision) and asked for either Interior or 
Finance for himself. He spoke in disparazing terms of the late Government's 
paligy of close co-operation with Hix Majety's. Government and declared that 
Novi Pasha was retaining Salih Jabe anly because the Brith bad told im to 


5. In these circumstances, Nuri Pasha had no alternative but to give up the 
idea of including the “* Red Fox "’ in the new Cabinet. Nor did the rest of the 
Prime Minister's plan work out smoothly. Abdul Azziz-al-Qussab, and Amin 
Zaki both declined office (fortunately, in my view) on account of their poor health, 
and Tahsin Ali was unexpectedly protected by the Regent. who, for personal 
reasons which I have not yet fathomed, pressed for his retention. In consequence 
of these set-backs, the Prime Minister was obliged to modify his original inten- 
tions and it was not until the 5th October that he completed his new Cabinet in 
the following manner :— 


Prime Minister and Minister for Defence : Nuri Said. 
Foreign Affairs: Abdul Illah Hefidh, 

Interior ; Tabsin-al-Askari 

Finance : Salih Jabr. 

Justice; Dand-al-Haidari 

Communications and Works : Abdul Mahdi 
Education : Tahsin Ali, 

Economics : Abdul Mulisin-al-Shallash 

Social Affairs : Ahmad Mukhtar Baban. 


As you will see, there is no fundamental change in. the Cabinet except for the 
dropping of Ali Mumtaz, and six of the late Ministers return to office, Abdul 
Mubsin-al-Shallash (the third “* Shia”) has been a Minister of Finance in former 
Cabinets, and Abmad Mukhtar Baban, a civil servant, whose Inst post. wan 
Director-General of Supplies, pastes ax'a Kurd in virtue of his membership of 
the Baban fai 

‘6. The Cabinet has lost vigour by the departure of Ali Momtaz, and without 
‘Taufiq Suwaidi it will, ax Nuri Pasha hitaself {organo be wok in debate, In 
political circles it is expected that Taufiq, Suwnidi will now join the ranks of 
those opposed to the Prime Minister and that i will be xtrony 
criticiam of bis administration by a compa neluding Jamal 
Madfai and Mustafa-al-Umari. On the other band, i betul. whether these 
men wish to assume the responsibility of governing. the country. in the present 
difficult circumstances, and they may, therefore. be ahy of preasing home their 
attacks, 

7. In a pablic statement which he made on returning. to offe the Prime 
Minister declared that the programme of the new Cabinet would remain 

und tate and he colleagues would devote their attention expecially 
to improving the distribution of mental mipplie and the reform of public 
education. He is without dombt right to give first importance to supplies. 

5. The Government's plans for building ap stocks of wheat with which to 
feed the urban population have not yet produced. the results hoped for. The 
supplies needed for the hakeries and for the aale of flour in wmall quantities at a 
controlled prico have up to the present been maintained in most places, but af the 
reserve stock of 100,000 tone which it-wax estimated would be needed to moet the 
demands of the towne until next harvest only about 40,000 tons haye #0 far been 
collected. ‘The policy of compelling the owners of lange stocks of wheat to sell to 
the Government at the fixed prices has, however, only been in operation for a little 
‘over a month and on the information asnilable it is not unteasonable to hope that, 
faseach mouth passes, further quantities will be located, bonght up and distributed 
fast enough to keep pace with current consimption. 

9. A similar handling of a number of other essentials of life will, a 
te necessary if the great mass of the townxpeople are to be saved from severe 
hardship during the coming winter. For a yatiety of tvasoos, which it is 
unnecessary to discuss in this despatch, the prices of all food-stuffs and con: 
sumers’ goods, including many things of which there is no real shortago, have 
teen rising rapidly and the wage-earning classes are facing the oncoming winter 
with acute anxiety. Tn consequence, on all sides demands are being pressed for 
substantial wage increases, and unless urgent ineasures are taken to peg down 
market prices or to ensure rationed supplies of cheap food and clothing we shall 
soon, T fear, see wages vainly mounting in parsnit-of prices until inflation and 
‘economic chaos result, : ; 

10. Compared with the complex systems of the industrialised countries of 
Earope, the national economy of Iraq is simple, but the fact bas to be faced that 
the administrative machine is woefully inadequate to deal with current. problems 
‘even in the elementary form in which they occur in this country. The small group 
of British officials who are trying to establish a working control over supplies are 

beginning to make some slight headway, and I try to hope that 
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before winter comes the position may have been improved. It is, nevertheless, 
clear that the feeding, clothing and housing of the people is the most urgent and 
important problem that the Government have to face, and I would that I could 
detect some real evidence of a robust determination to tackle these problems. 
Instead, one has to fight against inertia, lack of public spirit and widespread 
stupidity on the part of politicians, vested interests aud the propertied classes. 

11. Hostile war propaganda is now at a low ebb and confidence in an Allied. 
victory steady. ‘Two important factors influencing publie opinian were, first. the 
Mories brought back by Traqi visitors to Turkey that well-informed Turks were 
convinced of German defeat and, secondly, Stalingrad’s stubborn defence in face 
of Germany's reckless attacks. 

12. In tribal affairs the Shammar have been attracting wore than usual 
attention during the last two months. The late Sheikh Ajil-al-Yarwar built, up 
great wealth through his astute exploitation of the opportunities offered to him 
hy the development of oil-fields in the Northern Jezicah and by the construction 
of the broad-gauge railway through the Shammar dira, He also cultivated 
influential friends in high places and through them acquired much land. This 
was given to hitn in order that he might settle his tribe and persuade them to give 
Up their old habits of marauding. What he did, however, was to farm the land 
for his own profit with hired labour without attempting to scttle the Bedoui 
Shamiar. His son Sufuk, who succeeded him after his death not long ago, hax 
not, Unhappily, the same strong hold over the tribe as his father and rival scions 
of the numerous shaikhly house are now competing with hin jealously for a share 
in his inherited wealth and influence. Of these the Aulad Faisal are the most 
forceful, and one of theit most troublesome activities has been their persistent 
blackmailing of the Iraqi Government and British army contractors, 
practice is to demand large sums from all contractors working in the 
tiira on the pretext of providing local “protection "for the work. ‘Towards the 
tnd of August a quarrel fared up between thre shaikhe of the Aulad sisal and 
i ahaikh of another branch of the shaikhly family ns to. who should enjoy the 

ight of extorting money in this manner from British army contractors. work 
ing on certain sectors of the Mosul-Tel Kotchek Road, and a fight followed in 
which one of the Aulad Faisal and a number of the followers on each aide were 
Killed, The fortes engaged wore 10 large and well-armed that the Iraqi police 
in a neaeby post were afraid to intervene and the contractors in the neighbour 

‘were 40 unnerved that they stopped work and for some time refused to go 
back to this part of the road, Owing to n ick of proper understanding betrean 
the Matasarrif at Mosul and the Minister of the Interior an undaly Yous delay 
‘oceurted before this affair was dealt with, and it was not until the 2ud October 
that the principal participants were brought into Mosal and locked up. So.soon 
‘as this was done the contactors were able to resume work, but further disciplinary 
hensures will have to be taken before the unruliness of the Shammar is watie 
factorily curbed. 

13, The copnate quarrel of the Shanmar with the Yes shoikh, Dawd-i- 
Daud bas not yet been fully settled by the Iraqi Government, and pence between 
the two tribes is only preserved by detaining Daud-i-Daud in Sulaimani : an 

rangement thal. cannot be prolonged indefinitely. 

14. Dobuk and Armadiyah have not yet teen altogether freed from the 
marauding bands which have intimidated the villagers for s0 long. On the 
25th August fifteen men. raided the Assyrian village of Barzangi. in. the 
‘Armadiyah district, brutally murdered a priest and looted his house. Only one 
arrest has 30 far been made for this crime. but about forty men are now awaiting 
trial for other outrazes: committed by these gangs " 

15, During the fatter part of the summer the Diwaniyah liwa was the scene 
of a number of tribal conflicts, the worst of which took place on the 9th September, 
when a borly of men of the Agra tribe attacked five of the Khazail and, having 
Killed them all, mutilated their bodies. Police intervention stopped the spread 
of the fighting, but the temper of both tribes remains bot and their future action 
‘uncertain. joarrel, like so many on the Euphrates, is an old one, and 
‘Aqra state that their treatment of the Khazail dead was retaliation for a 
Similar oateage committed by Khazailis on Aqra men five years ago. These 
Gisturhances have no major political significance, bat they show how wild and 
brutish the greater part of the popelation stil x, and give sinister point to the 
Piparte which T receive of the large number of rifles and cartridges which the 
tribes in all parts of the country have secured for themselves during recent years 

16. On the night of the 29-0th August the railway line near Hillah was 


blown up by a percussion bomb of some kind as a train was passing. Little 
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damage was done, and no casualties were caused. Those responsible have not 
yet been traced, and it has not yet been established what type of bomb or mine 
Wn hen plc oder be irk 05 i 

17. In late September there was a serious outbreak of agrarian tronble in 
the Hailin the Kut liwa. Men of the Al Aid tribe raided sheep belonging to a 
neighbouring Sadan landlord who bad refused them permission to pass a canal 
through his {and to the river. When he and a relative went with two policemen 
to recover the sheep the tribesmen ambushed and killed most of the party. The 
tribal leaders rejected a twenty-four hours’ ultimatum to submit, but in a fight 
Frith the police that followed the tribesmen were dispersed and ‘are thought to 
have lost about eighty men killed and seriously wounded. The police c 
Nap Sennen abel aa ren wounded. eer 

1S. ‘The Regent went to Amman on the Sist August to visit his uncle, the 
Amir Abdullah, and remained until the Sth Septomter. Daring his absence 
Council of Regency exercised the Royal prerogatives on his behalf. ‘The members 
were Mubammad-al-Sadr, President of the Senate, Hamdi-al-Pachachi, the 
President of the Chamber of Deputies; and Jamil Madfai, Senator and former 
Prime Minister. 

19. The Prime Minister’s efforts to obtain a suitable Egyptian educa- 
tionalist to undertake the task of putting through urgently-needed reforms, both 
in the Ministry of Edacation and tn the whole system of public instruction, have, 
unhappily, not yet borne fruit, On the 10th October he flow to Cairo with 

rofessor Hamley to make a direct personal appeal to th ptian Goverument 
to release Professor Gonrbal for a year or, failing him, some ile senior 
official from the Egyptian Education Service, A new term has already begun, 
and the dovired changes must be made soon if they are to have any influence on 
the current year’s work of the colleges and schools, 

20, ‘The Regent and the Prime Minister were both mach disappointed and 
fa little hart that Mr. Churchill was unable to stop a while in Leaq during tho 
Course of his vit to the Middle Hast in August. Their feelings were eventually 
tue by the encouraging personal message which Mr. Churehill wnt to Nori 
Post on returning to London, 

21. Mr. Wendell Willkie visited Iraq in the middle of September as the 
femonal representative of the President of the United Staten His stay of two 

ve in Hagdad was filled with « heavy programme, which he worked through 
‘with successful vigour and aplomb, He seems to lave convinced most Iraqis 
‘whotn he met that America is now whole-heartedly in the war, aud determined to 
win. Me. T. Marry Wilson, the newly-appointed Minister Resident of the 
Unicel States, prownted ‘his letters of credence to the fegent on. the 
aber. ‘Thave not yet had occasion to meet him more than a few tines, 
apression is that he wishes to be friendly and helpful 
that oy Lie Sadi Arabian Government have informed the Iraqi Government 
hat they cai accept ho responsibility for any convoys that may attempt 
the overland joursey for tho Haj on the Dare Zubalda, which the Trade insisted 
on using last year, and have added that even tho alternative route from Zubair 
through Hafar should only be wie by vehicles which the Tra authorities are 
‘sali are fitted for the long journey to Mecca, Motor transport and tyres are 
becoming scarce, and most serviceable vehicles ate profitably engaged on war or 
other work. The overland pilgrimage from Iraq 1s therefore likely to be very 
small thie yar. : 
There have been no events on the Perso-Iraqi frontier since Sir Kinahan 
Cormallis's last general despatch at the beginning of August, and! most of the 
Kurdish tribes on the Persian side of the border now seem to have established 
some kind of modus rivendi with the Persian authorities 
pin ticle Tutidsh Government have not yet agreed to extradite Salah 
in Sabbagh, the fugitive Iraqi rebel general, and there is now li 
their Being perndel PAE pen aaa eig ns Umpire 

25. T am sending copies of this despatch to Hix Majesty's representatiy 
at Angora, Cairo, Tetran, Jeddah and Beirut, the Minisier of State at Calvo, 
His Majesty's High Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan, the Governor 
General of India, the Commander-in-Chief, India, General "Headquarters, 
‘Middle East, the Middle East Intelligence Centre, the Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, the Political Agent, Koweit, and to His Majesty's Consular Officers 
‘at Basra and Mosal., Tate ecy 


G. 1. THOMPSON. 
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(E 6384/208/93) No. 10. 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden —(Received October 81.) 
(No, 1096.) 
(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, October 30, 1942. 

MY telegram No. 1078, paragraph 2. 

We are now threatened with an acute Cabinet crisis, but not over the 
problem of supply Prime Minister called to-day in order to say that the 

between the Ministers of Communications (Abdul Mabdi) and of 
dia ‘which it might easily involve the 
Minister of Finance, The dispute had originated in a complaint by the Minister 
of Communications—a fanatical Shiah—that, out of eleven candidates 
Mosul for Higher Teachers’ College, seven had been Christians. Although high 
words had passed between the two in his presence, the Minister of Education had 
agreed to Investigate the matter, and that should have ended the discussion 
ahappily, however, each Minister bad accused the other of having been insulting 
Vorsonally, he thought Abdal Mahdi was to blame. and he would willingly accept 
his resignation were it not for the fact that the Minister of Financo tended to 
sympathise with his cooligionist. If Saleh Jabr went, the Cabinet would fall 
to pieces. ‘The Regent had seen the Ministe the prosenice 
of the Minixter of Finanes, but His Royal Hii 
pptoduce a solution, Nuri Pasha therefore appealed to me to see Saleh Jabr 
Inyeolf, ax ho thought he might be influenced by any advice T might see fit to 
extond to hitn 

‘2. Ae Lam of the opinion that tho collapse of the Cabinet on the very eve 
of the opening of Parliament, and when the whole 
ministerial acti theit very. real economic 
sctious, Lreadily agreed to do what I could. 

A The Minister of Finance received me this morning. I opened 
conversation hy reminding him that on the 27th October T had confessed my 
fanxioty over the economic difficulties of the country. Twas now even more worried 
over the sudden detorioration in the political situation, All of the information, 
Tadded, indicated hat the people were becoming inereasingly, impatient over the 
failure of the Government to do anything to ensure their food mupply, control of 
prices, &e,, and Taympathised with their attitude, for the fact was that no con. 
Atructive action whatever had been taken since his predecessor went to Turkey 
fon leave at the boginning of August. If 9 Cabiniet crisix worn now to supervene 
over a question of personalities, 1 fev it easily be serious trouble. 
TL really was challengeable, T went on \* great moment in history 
personal disputes on trivial matters should menace ux all with such grave 
pomibilition 
Pow Sach Jabr said be entirely agreed. Kvor since he had heard of the 


dispute between hin two colleagues he had been working to promote a settlement. 
‘The ttoubie bad really started last summer, when it had become apparent to most of 
net that tho Minister of Education was a complete failure (this is, 

bo true), bat he bad been: protected by the Regent (also true), 

tter's strong representations that Adal Mab 


greed to-uerve av all with Tahsin Ali when the present Administration was 
The Minister of Finance also launched into a long and detailed 
explanation of the quarrel, which, in a variety of respects, did not coincide with 
Prime Minister's version. ‘The main point, bowever, was that, rightly or wrongly, 
‘Abell Mahal felt that he bad been bitterly insulted and was eo upset that he had 
‘even threatened suicide. Nothing would persuade him to work with Tahsin Ali. 
TE however, he were to be sacrificed for this reason the effect on the Shiah [group 
omitted} would be grave, Saleh Jabr could not regard this with any equanimity; 
ny such [group undecypherable: ? outburst je would weaken his position and 
tive a powerful weapon to the many enemies he had made over his interament 
ilivy while Minister of the Interior. (1 think there is a lot in this view.) And 
Pornchded all the support he could get in his present post (this is certainly a fact) 
‘Ae tho result of the intervention, at his request, of Mohammed-al-Sadr (the 
President of the Senate) last night, the Regent had agreed to the dropping of 
‘Tahsin Ali after a decent interval. On hearing this the Minister of Finance had 
made a further approach to the Minister of Communications, who had outlined 
this asa solution procided the Prime Minister gave him an assarance that the 
Minister of Education would resign not to-morrow or the next week, but soon. 
Stlah abr hoped very much that Nuri Pasha, whom he would sce to-day, would 
agree. 
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Tn wishing the Minister of Finance success, T rep ng 
about the temper of the people, and added that, if these perpetual crises over 

ined, the world would rapidly come to the canclusion that Iraq 

self-government. He readily agreed, and ave me his personal 
assurance that, whatever happened, he himself would not take the initiative in 
resigning, He undertook to let me know the result of his interview. with the 
Prime Minister, If he felt that any action of my part would help he would seek 
my further intervention. 

6. T telephoved the Prime Minister in guarded terms and said that T 
thought a possible settlement was in sight, I hoped he would listen catefully to 
what Saleh Jabr had to say ater rests for th T regret 
the length of this telegram, but felt you should have 





(E 6400/04/93) No. 11 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Raden —(Received November 1.) 
(No. 1099) 
(Telegraphic) Bagdad, October 31, 142 

MY telegeam No. 1005, 

‘The Prime Minister told me this morinng that he had discussed the situation 
with the Minister of Finauon after my interview with the latter yesterday and 
had informed hin 0 Idd agree to solving the crisis by eventually dropping 
the Minister of Education... This morning Nuri Pasha had so informed tho 
Regent, who, however, dented that he had ever given the President of tho Senato 
any wnvdertahing about Tabsin Ali, 9 the whole businoss was once more in the 
melting-pot, The Prime Minister added that in. the circumstances he proposed 

nts, and in the meanwhile Hot to acoopL the resignation of the 

‘ The Cabinet would, nt any rate, he in existence 

for to-morrow» ope portance 
to. the asmipance th Mi iuice had given me not to tako any 

tive hisnself tows i , 

Yoo wil ako appreciate that the Prime Minister, by showing hitself 
ready to accept the settlement favoured by Saleh Jabe, would mem to. have 
protected himself against any accusation of haying bgnored '* Shiah,’” interests 
Hh lai. te 

Wore it not for the pressing need of early action on the economic front, 
T should be tempted myself, in Ue Tight-of all the foregoing, to follow: the 
President's example and “wait and see.” ‘The state of the country, however, 
atfords every justification for a continued dixplay of intorost, and 1’ therefore 

plate seeing the Regent on the 2nd November to talle i 





(1B 6384/208/03) No, 12. 


Mr. Eden to Mr. Thompson (Bagdad), 
No, 1005.) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, November 1, 1042, 

YOUR telegram No. 1095 fof 80th October: Political situation in Traq]. 

1 approve your language anil count on you to continue your efits to reich 
solution of this unweleotne dispute. 

2 Tam most anxious that Shiah community should take their fxir share in 
the administration of the country. In return, it seems to me incumbent upon 
Shiah Ministers to show discretion in. dealing with their colleagues. Tendency. 
to present a united front, regardless of the merits of the case, whenever one of 
them disagrees with policy pursued in some other Ministry, must lend to constant 
crises and seems to me calculated to discredit Shiab community asa whole. If you 

ful, you may tell Ministor of Finance that these are my views, adding 

me asstratice reported in paragraph 5 of your telegram und 

confidently look to him to concentrate his enorgy on dealing with the really 
important questions that canfront him in regard to supplies 
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[E 6422/208/98) No. 13, 


Mr, Thompson to Mr Eden —(Receiced November 2) 
(No, 1101) 
(Telegraphic) Bagdad, November 1, 1942. 

PARLIAMENT was opened this morning with customary ceremony. 
Unique feature of the event was that this is the first time in the history of Lraq 
that any Legislature has embarked on session. Reception 
acoorded to the Regent and other dignitaries was, I am advised, neither more nor 
less than on previous occasions, 

2 Speech from the Throne was rather unduly concerned with Arab 
ambitions, &e., and was disappointing in th y of its reference to urgent 
economic [group undecypherable: 1 cons J. Faller appreciation 
follows. 

3. Minister of Communications did not sit with his colleagues. 





(E 6537/204/98) No. 14. 


Mr, Thompson to Mr, Eden —(Received November 7.) 
No. 1121) 
(Telographic:) Bagdad, November 6, 142 

MY telegram No. 1104. 

Cabinet dispute drags on. The Prime Minister told me last night that he 
had beon having further talks with Minister of Communications in the hope 
that the latter might stay, but he was proving obdurate. Meanwhile the Regent 
Wak still somewhat crost about dropping the Minister of Edneation, whom His 
Royal Highness regarded as the offended party in the present dispute. 

2 Lurged the Prime Minister to expedite a solution, since the present 
uncertainty was reacting adversely upon prestige of his administration. While 
it was no doubt true on this occasion Tabsin Ali had not been the aggressor, the 
Regent sbould remember that relations between the two ministers had been bad 
for some time and this was not the first quarrol between them. The Prime 
Minister replied that this was #o and he had, in fact, advised His Royal Highness 
that Tat Aad hada long enough innings [foup undeeypherable; 11 
matter would be settled in a day or two. 

3. Lsuspect difficulty of finding successors is holding the matter up to some 
extent. At present the Prime Minister is considering either Abbas Mabdi or 
Salman Al Barrak to replace Abdul Mahdi 





(1B 6538 /208/93) No. 15, 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Bden.—(Receiced November 7.) 
(No. 1128) 
(Toleraphi Bagdasl, Novomber 7, 1942 

MY telegram No. 1121 

As impatience aver persistent deadlock in the Cabinet is now rapidly 
growing and might very soon lead to resignations of Ministers not directly 
concerned, I have informed the Prime Minister that anless an immediate solution 
can be found through the departure of Abdul Mahdi and Tahsin Ali, we may be 
confronted with the downfall of the Government, which would react adversely 
‘pon British and Iraqi interests. Ihave asked him to represent these views tothe 

legent. 

2. Itis difficult to understand Nuri Pasha’s hesitations over this issue, but, 
whatever their cause, they are certainly doing him harm. The Minister of Justice 
called this morning and expressed his concern over the situation. He hinted 
that the Prime Minister was “ tired "(actually he is looking extremely well). In 
the course of a long and frank conversation I took the line that a major cri 
to be avoided at the present time when it is so important for the 
Finance to tackle the economic problem which daily grows more acute. 

‘3. Chave the impression from Daud’s observations and from what T hear 
from other sources that, if the administration should collapse, Nuri Pasha might 
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not find it easy to form another Cabinet. If the resulting confusion led to nothing 
worse it would inevitably entail further useless bickering and lack of confidence 
So, I feel, in the hope of ensuring some breathing space—if only a mouth or two. 
there is every advantage in pressing both the Prime Minister and the Regent to 
rasp the nettle of ridding themselves of both Ministers of Education and 
“ommunications 





(1B 6538/208/93) No. 16. 


Mr. Eden to Mr. Thompron (Bagdad). 
(No. 1027,) 
(Telegraphic) ony Foreign Officer, Norember 8, 1942. 
YOUR telegram No. 1128 (of 7th November: Political situation in Iraq] 
un inclined to agree that best solution would be for the Prime Minister to 
get rid of toth Ministers. But I do not greatly care how he settles this dispute 
sp long as he settles it quickly, With supply problems outstanding there ix no 
time for these ridiculous personal quarrels among minor membors of the 
Government. 
2 You may make it clear to the Regent, Prime Minister and anyone else 
you wish that these are my views. 





(B 6565/208/93) No. 17, 
Mr, Thompson to Mr, Kdenc(Receieed November 9.) 

(No. 1134) 

(Tolegraphic,) Bagdad November 9, 1942. 
‘OUR telegram No. 1627 arrived most opportunely and was handed to me 

during my interview with the Prime Ministor this morning, T made what 1 hope 

was offective use of its contents in support of advice provionsly given, which T was 

in proves of repeating, 

2 Nuri Pasha said that the Rogent had made difficalties ovor Tabs 
and he had also had to-angue at length with the Minister of Finance over 
swvccessors. ‘The lattor had now chosen his candidate, and he hoped 
be able to go ahead, He would inform the Regent of your views. 

3. Stressing once more the need for ungency, I pointed out that the 
atmosphere created by the recent war developments should make it ea 
to act decisively and without delay. 


(E 6887 /204, No. 18, 
Mr, Thompson to Mr. Bden.—(Received Nocomber 10.) 


r (By Bag.) 
ie.e7. Savina) 
elegraphic:) jaydad, November 2, 1942 
legal sam 8,10 Bagdad, November 2, 1942. 
Speech from the Throne at opening of Parliament on Ist November o 
wis Dap Spe ac tn i Serr od 
session without a dissolution, War situation was then reviewed and grounds for 
optimiem found in recut addition to ranks of Allied Nations, the decreased 
chances of the spread of the war from E riher eastwards and the growing 
strength of ete Scie Rayer peep roremted pect] 
2 orsign policy of the Government would, it was stated, continne 
changed, based on good relations with Iraq's neighbours, the development of 
cr ties with kindred Arab States and the fulfilment of the Atglo-Traqt 
Alliance. Its aim would also be the realisation of the desires of the Arab States 
whose achievement of independence had been delayed and to whom satisfaction 
had been assured in the undertakings wiven by the British Prime Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. The occasion of the visit of Mr. Wendell Willkie 
hhad been taken to explain the Arab question to him and to impress on him the 
ecessity for modifying the claims to special rights and privileges in Arab 
countries put forward by certain States wherever such claims were in confit with 
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3, Tn internal affairs the speech indicated the aims of the Government would 
te to continue to strengthen the army. to iinprove education and to find remedies 
for the existing problem of the control and distributio 

4 As already stated, the speech was disappointing in the paucity 
roferenve to economic questions. iu which the country is more interested than in 
anything else at the moment, and in general was, in my opinion, = most mediocre 
lio 





[1B 6606/204 )93) No. 19. 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden —{Receired Nocember 13) 
No. 1148.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Bagdad, November 13, 194: 

MY toloxram No, 1134 

‘The Prime Minister told me last night that he hoped. in the absence of 
unforeseen. complications, to settle Cabinet deadlock not later than this week-end. 
Hix plan in as follows: Abdul Razzag Uzri (Shiah) now Mutersarif of {group 
undecypherableyala, to enter the Cabinet as Minister of Sovial Affairs, present 

uumbent of that past replacing Abdul Masi ications Department 
Salman al Batrak (Shiah) to roplace the present Minister of Economics, who ix 
too HM to carry on. 

2, An regards tho voxed problom of the Minister of Education, the Minister 
of Health, after much persuasion, had agreed to ‘' invite "” him to succeed Abbas 
Mahdi as head of the Royal Cabinet, the latter having been appointed Minister in 
‘Tobran, This move would take place ax soon ax agrement wax received trom the 

i 
ri Pasha explained that this compromise had been necessitated by 
anxiety 0 save the face.” of the Mininter of Raucation, Actually, 
well with the desire shat the Prime Minister has long entertained 
to got Abbas Mahdi oat of the Palace. 

4. I is donbtful if these manceavres will please Minister of Finance. and 
Nuri Pasha asked mo to do anything I conld to cusure his acceptance. Aw T ai 
anxious to avoid a major crisis, if possible, since a lull of two or three monthe 
is urgently required if any progress is to be made in tackling eoonomie problem 
Tam taking action accordingly. 


(E 6714/208/93) No. 20. 


Mr. Thompson to Mr, Kden—(Received Nocember 18.) 
{Teigraphi Novemb 
elographic,) Rayitud, November 14, 1042 

MA telogram No. 1148, = 

‘The Regent, who is leaving to-morrow for a week's shooting, received me this 
morning. After His Royal Highness had expressed his great pleasure over the 
good news from Afric, T informed him that, at the request of the Prime Minister 
Thad’ tong interview with [group ondeeyphernble: ¥ Minitar of Finance], 10 
whom T had recommended Nuri Pasha's proposed solution of present Cabinet 

everything except the appointment of Sultan 

ntention of suggesting tertain allernatives ‘0 

might not be acceptable. With these details, 

What did interest me, and what was becoming 

hourly more necessary, was an early settlement, for reasons in last sentence of mv 

telegram tnder reference. ‘The Regent signified his agreement und intimated that 
he would be seeing Nuri Pasha Inter this morning. 

2. I took the opportunity to mention that I had been a trifle disconcerted 
by the sudldensiess with which the Prime Minister had lately confronted me with & 
fait accompli in the shape of & parliamentary request for Trai accession to 
26-Power Pact (see my telegram No, 1147). What had troubled me had been 
Nuri Pasha’s admission that he had himself inspired this action. I felt that 
‘wich a step, on a political issue of major importance. should have been preceded 
Hy consultaiion. This did tot wean that T wished to discourage the Traqt particl- 


jon, far from it. But I shoutld have liked to have been able to warn His 
Siajeaty's Government that this impressive initiative ‘was impending, Apart 
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from this, it seemed to me dangerous tactics to exploit the Legislature in this 
manner, For example, some days ago a deputy head raised the question of teleases 
from Amamth camp. T had every reason to suppose that he had done so on {group 
undeeypherable} from Administration. This alarmed me, as I kuew that strong 
influences were at work to Jet dangerous internees ont, and for this I could see 10 
justification at the present tine. 

3, Finally, T said that T thought it regretuable that, ata moment when there 
were so many urgent domestic problems awaiting solution, so. much. time. an 
thought were being devoted to external questions of high policy which were in iio 
way immediate. {¢ was an illusion to suppowe that the whe was nearly over. On 
the contrary, I had the impression that we were entering a phase of hard fighting 
calling for continued effort and maximum skill 

4. His Royal Highness took all this in excellent part. As regards 26-Power 
Pact, be observed that many people felt that, unless Traq acted now, she would be 
accused of hanging back. He appreciated thy point about the necessity for con- 
sultation, but the Prime Minister no doubt felt that he had discharged his 
obligations in this respect Inst spring. For the reat, be thoroughly agreed. He 
was aware of the move to liberate certain prominent political prisoners and was 
entirely opposed to it. He also agreed that there was a tendency to concentrate 
too much on foreign political issues, but this had always been one of the Prime 
Minister's wealcnesses, 

5. In taking my leave I emphasised oor one desire at the moment was to 
co-operate with and help Administration in every way possible. and that this 
‘was one of the reasons that T was so anxious that a real Cabinet crisis ahould be 
avoided, His Royal Highness replied that he fully appreciated onr attitude 


[B 6712/208/93) No. 21 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden-—(Receiced November 15,) 
Ragidad, November V8, W042. 
New Cahinet appoint 


2. As regards paragraph 2, Primo Minister told me last night that he 
expected movements to take place very shortly 





(B 6850/205, No. 2 
Mr. Thompson to Me. Bden—(Received November 19.) 
(No, 1106) 
(Telegraphie.) 
MY telegram No. 1150, paragraph 2 
On 16th November, in the Senate, Subih Daftari urged the Govnrnment to 
modify their internment policy and to release political prisoners ftom Atmarab 
camp. His appeal led to forceful reply from the Minister of Finance who, in 
assuming fall responsibility for the detentions, made while he was Minister of tho 
Interior, declared them to be fully justified 
2. The attitude of the Prime Minister is not, however, 20 firm. He has told 
me that he favours releasing number of detainees and allowing thom to live 
“somewhere in the south,”” with the obligation to report periodically to. the police. 
To this end he has appointed committee, consisting of British Adviser to the 
Minister of the Interior, British bead of C.D. and [grup undesypherable: 
? British) Director-General of Police, to review cases of all prisoners now in 
Amarah 
3. This is strong committee, and 1 baye impressed on Mr. Edmonds and 
Major Wilkins the necessity of proceeding with caution, with which they agree. 
And I shall do my best to ensure that the Prime Minister does not go beyond their 
recommendations. iectier . ore 
4. Unfortunately, his Excellency is in“ appeasing "’ mood and anxious, 
from all T bear. to," make friends "as widely at peenibe.. L muspact that he 1 
influenced by ambitions connected with future political negotiations in Arab 
affairs. Be this as it may, his present attitude is regrettable, because it suggests 
that he is unlikely to support the Ministor of Finance in strong measures against 


Bagdad, November W, 1942. 
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hoarders, speculators and profiteers, the need for which Saleh Jabr is now 
coming to realise. Nuri Pasha's reluctance to concern bitmself actively with 
solving internal economic problems is, in the opinion of British Adviser to 
Ministry of Finance. one of the main reasons for the present lack of progress. T 
shall enleavour to the best of my ability to combat this inertia 





[B 6850/208/93) No, 


Mr. Biten to Mr. Thompson (Bagdad), 

(No. 1005.) 

(Telegeaphic.) Foreign Office, November 22, 1042. 
YOUR telegram No. 1166 [of 19th November Political situation 1m Iraq 
Tum much disturbed by your account of the Prime Minister's attitude. If 

unnecessary suffering and discontent are to be avoided the Iraqi Government must 

take vigorous action to deal with the various urgent economic problems awaiting 
solution. Thad hoped that new spirit of confidence arising from our victories 
in North Africa would not encourage a nian of Nuti's experience to act as if the 

‘war was ax good as over but, on the contrary, that opportunity would be seized 

by him for tackling these problems werioualr, You may let him know tat His 

Majesty's Government look to hit in this matter and may like to draw hix 

‘ationtion  persoually to what Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 

Foreign Alfsirs «aid on this abject on winding Up the debate on the Addros 

‘on 12th November (text telegraphed to Minister of State). Even from hi 

point of view Nuri should realiag that th omic problems will not 

the moment the war ia over and that his armbitions will require that there sl 

1hot be econotnie and financial chaos in his own country. 

2 Lam also strongly opposed to any slackening in the measures taken against 
hostile elements in Iraq. The release of even a few of the internees will inevitably 
encourage the friends of the rest to put increasing pressure on the Iraqi Govern 
ment to release them too, atid these people ean he counted upon to make trouble for 
the Traqi Goverumant and ourselves at the first favourable opportunity 

‘3. Lam, moreover, doabtful of the wistlom of associating British officials 
too clowely with responsibility for refusing the release of any internecs unless 

er attention than ini the past ia paid to their views as to who should be 
fhterned. If, as T understand, some of the worst offenders have been saved from 
internment by friends in high places, Adviser in the Ministry of the Interior, & 
might surely be placed in very difficult position when considering appeals fron 

Toon dangerous atnong the interness. I should be glad of your views on thin 


(.W 15825 411/49) No. 24. 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden.—{Received November 4.) 


Bagdad, November 7, 1942. 
WITH reference to Sir Kinahan Cornwallis’s despatch No. 218 of the 
10th August, enclosing a copy of the report by His Majesty's Consul at Mosul 
on the formation in that town of a British Community Council, I have the honour 
to transmit to you, herewith, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul. 
eneral at Basta regarding the creation of a similar body in his consular district 
‘2 Mr. Knight is, L consider, to be warmly congratulated on his achieve 
ment, since T amt persuaded that without his early appreciation of the critical 
suiide adopted by the greater part of his community towards the scheme and 
the tactics which he employed to defeat their obstructive tendencies the project 
would never have materialised. 
3. In view, however, of the observations contained in the second paragraph 
of Mr. Knight's despatch, I feel that I should submit to you the impressions 
made on myself, and before my arrival on members of my staff, by the British 
community at Bagdad, lest it be thought that the Basra community are, or were. 
alone in their “anticofficial” attitude with regard to matters affecting their 
welfare. After serving now for six months at this post I am tending towards 
the conclusion that some considerable sympathy is due to anyone who is condemned 
to spend long years in this land which has so little to recommend its climate, its 
physical appearance, its amenities or the character of its inhabitants 
Kevertholess, the great bulk of the British residents in Traq seem to me to be 
unnecessarily bitter and to cherish an unduly hostile distrust of thetr Iraqi allies 


Tho“ Africa begins at Calais” complex is, indeed, stronger among thei than an 
British colony T have known in South America of caewhere, Ths . 
have its roots in the belief, 
the carh ’ nfluence 

by gradually 

in without suffering competition or 

ous poplation. Be this as it may, the policy 

1 bore fruit in Lraq’s admission to the League 

of Nations as a sovereign and i lent State in 1982 was framed and carried 
out, it is widely felt, withont consulting the interests of those British enterprises 
which had decided to invest money in the country and send their agents here to 
protect it. The natural outcome of this belief has been that, right from its 
establishment, this embassy has been regarded by a vociferous few as the symbol 
of the community's defeated hopes and aspirations, and. with the passing of the 
years, this belief was strengthened both by His Majesty's Government's: patient 

‘Mforte:to sake Iraq traly iadependent an Jace it—from 1088 onwande 
by the dreary repercussions on men's minds of " appeasement.” 

4 The pitiful collapse of the latter on the outbreak of war did not at once 
influence matters, and Lam told that by early in 1941 the gulf fixed between the 
stand west banks of the Tigr become so wide that the visits of even 

ritish advisers from across the river were becoming less frequent than foru 

The commonity lacked cohesion and unity of purpose, but all were at one ti 
oaintaining: that the country was on the verge of chaos and that the embassy 
was in some way responsible for this state of aflairs. Britixh residents seem to 
have felt that they did not ie official confidence, and it was unfortunate that 
in the tense period preceding the Rashid Ali coup discretion shoold have required 
that the embassy should devise its policy and adapt it to changing cirenmatances 

hehind closed doors. Even such matters as schemes for the protection and or 

evacuation of the community could only be imparted to a very. few selected 
representatives in the strictest secrecy, ainico on ‘ 


‘h resounding disasters 
became undermined. Tt seems that 
terest the community in war work, 
mds for war charities, but these were 

Je to give support 

‘ibutions, As 

ig the Tattle 

ity, who 

Tn the 

jv whose patriot bad en 

te, which, under Hashid Ali's tose nealised profes af we 


to.the fore thronghou 

War Charities ¥ 

LD. 10,000, 
5. 1 have discussed this atti 


those responsible had 
en for ale es and finally that the 
. protection we i 

It shonld be borne in mind, however, that these opinions were Wenig sept 
at a time when the outcome of the Rashid. Alt rebellion was not at all lar aed 
the community bad no positive evidence that Hix Majesty's Goverment world 

‘ghe ly timely and vigorous action to restore the situation in Tr 
tly before the." internees” wore released to return to their homes in early 
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June, His Majesty's Ambassador addressed them brietly on the. part be hoped 
they would play beneeforth in the implementation of His Majesty's Government's 
policy in Iraq. This indication that the embassy would in. future suggest. on 
What lines the British community should act was greeted with enthusiasm and 
relief 

6. This new understanding of the need to co-operate, and the deep-seated 
sense of personal devotion and respect which the community in general feel 
towards Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, whom they had known from his previous long 
service in this country, were happy premises for the establishment of a Community 
Council in Bagiad. Nevertheless when the scheme was mooted there were still 
active centres of opposition and criticism. The first. reaction was the 
Characteristic one of carping criticism of embassy initiative, but later saner 
counsels prevailed, and the work of electing a council was enthusiastically taken 

‘While conceding the principle of the need for such a body to co-ordinate the 
chorts of the community, © large number of British residents were determined 
that the. proposed council should not consist of those persons who for various 
reasons hd always been in close touch with official circles in the past and had 

leading representatives among the community of 

“ombaaay policy,” Trefer in this connexion to such persons as Sir Edwin Drower, 
Mr. C, J. Edmonds, Dr, HL, C, Sinderson, Mr. I. M. Swan and others. An 
intensive propaganda campaign was carried on with the object of securing the 
lection to the council of individuals who had been in less frequent touch with 
the embassy and had tended to be ita principal crities in the past. In the event 
these persons were electod, and Lain convinced that this development was much 
to be desired. The embaxsy's most vooal detractors now not only feel a sense of 
responsibility, but also that they have a line of direct approach to His Majesty's 
Ambassador, and that they ean, at will, explain to him their views and thove of 
the greater part of the community whom they may truly be said to represent 
‘They are flattered by their recognition ax an offeial body and, while it is not true 
to nay that they now wholesheartedly endorse His Majesty's Government's policy 
in Trnq, they appear to be better diaposed to accept Sir Kinahan Cornwallis’s 
advice that constructive co-operation with the Traqi Goverment will contribute 
aor to winning the war than any alternative policy. The fact that on at leant 
apo osasion when T was prevent bis Excellency has expressed himself extremely 
bluntly to the council bas, I think, been very beneficial, Elements of discontent 
till ‘of course, for there are thore who now attack the council as Gereely 
vised the embanty, a development which 1 regard ax 

T believe, however, that these elements are small in 

number anid, though vocal, not seriourly to be reckoned with on any major issues. 

7. Lwill not digress into  detailéd account of what the council bave ares 
accomplished in Bagdad, but {should like to record that they have vigorously 
taken up the question of encouraging war raving mul have been of considerable 
assistance to the British forees in Feaq in a whole variety of ways, and that their 
‘activities are growing. The garden party which they organised for the Minister 
of State during his recent vinit was very successful, and the frank and friendly 
address which Mr. Casey gave to the community om the occasion hax had a 

ug effect on their morale, It ix gratifying, too, that the chairman of the 
fr. Reid, frequently drop in to discuss this or that question with me 
‘or other members of the staff 

8 Tt would seem that.at Mosul the experiment hax not met with quite the 
same measure of success, The Community Council in that town have busied 
themselves with protesting in rather unpleasant terms against the decisions of 
the Claims Committee in connexion with the looting of British property in May 
1941, and with recording their distrust of the embassy’s ability to lay plans for 
the evacuation of the community in the event of a new emergency. I have 
instructed Hix Majesty's Consul to explain to the council as fully as circum 
stances may render desirable the principles on which the Claims Committee 
carried out their onerous task, and should they still remain sullen T have requested 
that he should tender them my advice that they concern themselves with something 
Jess selfish and more constructive towards winning the war. 

9. It is too early yet to forecast how smoothly the new council will work at 
Basra. As Mr. Knight states io his despatch, the community there suffer from 
a violent form of anti-official complex and. moreover, are perversely attached to 
the doctrine that, whatever Bagdad does, Basra should do the opposite. T fear 
that Mr. Knight's task will not be an easy one. For example. during a recent 
visit to Basra T discovered a. widespread feeling that the port should be taken 
over and administered entirely by the British authorities’ What is eminently 
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‘satisfactory, however, is the cordial welcome accorded by the members of the Bai 
Dredging Service to the suggested formation of x coonetl tne Fee o 
10. I am confident that the experiment of British Community Councils will 
be a success throughout the country once the initial obstacles to the idea of 
co-operation have been removed. I have no doubt that the several councils will 
be immensely useful to this embassy and to His Majesty's consular officers in 
conveying fo the community a faller interpretation of ont policy, which will, L 
trast, serve to indace-a mote eympatbetie appreciation of the pe ak abe 
——— a of =H Majesty's’ Where’ in Irs nd elsewhere. 
‘tm sending x copy of this despatch to His Mavesty's Gonsol-Genee 
ap Basra and to itis Majesty's Consol at Mom.) Nauest?® Consal-General 
Thave, &o. 
G. H, THOMPSON, 


Enclosure in No. 24 


Consul-Gencral Knight to Sir Kinahan Cormwallie (Bagdad 
(No. 43) oa 

re hee Busra, October 17, 1942 
Of the 16th Octobe 


" en in paragraph 4 of my despatch No. 22, dated 
the 20th June, of the lack of enthusiaam revealed by my firet soutudings of hecal 
opinion on the sahjoct of a British Community Council. It bocatho manifest an 
time went on that apathy was the rule rather than the exoaption, that a good 

eal of cold water was boing thrown on tho project and that there waa a shall 
core of definite and active opposition. ‘There were scoptics and waverers oven 
among the twelve representative members of tho community, whoa I selected te 
form an advisory committee, but the chief opposition ‘camo frott outuide, and 
wax perhaps to some extent due to motives of jealoury. It i'm fact heen 
and it was the first strong impression which I received of Basra on afrival lost 
January, that the British colony hore are afflicted with the antt-olticial complex 
fo an even greater extent than most British busines ‘communities ahton 
Whether they have any xpecial excuse for this at T do: not know, bat it 
in clear that the abolition of the mandate over Lraq still ranklos intensely.” T have 
heard our official declaration, to the effect that the Iraqi people had reached the 
stage where they were fit to govern. themselves, destribed’ axa wicked and 
deliberate lie, There are, too, other ytievances against Government, embassy and 
consulate—I hardly know which is considered the worst oflender-—most of them 
hased on: alleged obstructiveness or indiflerence in regard to the commercial 
interests of the community or of individual firms, It i# needless to labous thie 
Point, though necemsary to make it in omer to account for the attoosphere. te 


Which the proposal to launch a British Community C \< 
Be) the propor fe emu munity Council wax announced nnder 

3. In these circumstances T was advised, and well advis 
aud 1 should say bere that, despite 
above, the members of the colony who constitnted the pret orki 
committee gave me much willing assistance, and ‘warmed’ to the werk oe 
weather grew cooler. I received and approved their final recommendations white 
Twas on leave in Tehran, and my circular letter to the community. was sent one 
as soon as possible after my return to my poston the 16th September, The 
committee's proposals are contained in paragraph 5 af the lelter 

4 No further meeting of the committee was wocessary, and, indeed, it 
considered itself to have died in giving birth to its proposals. I had, however, a 
number of very frank and useful consultations with the two members who were 
most in favour of the propoeed council. From them T learned a great deal atent 
the feeling of the community towards the project, and they were good enough to 


ised, to hinsten slowly, 
the few sceptics and waverers referred io 
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me how to deal with the criticism and opposition to be expected at the 
genera! ineeting. I felt that they were so well disposed, so well qualified to offer 
advice, and so fully agreed as to what should be done and what avoided, that 
T adopted thei extent in the preparation of the speech 
with which Tin 
5. enclose 


to.which T may seem to have 
objections of perhaps the larger an 
fisteners. The speach was at least justified 
scoff remained to approve, all hut a mere handful, who attempted to 
in the methods of election adopted, such as the means taken to secure the election 
‘of (wo men under 40 and Gwo ladies. I was also called upon to reveal the names 
of the members of the committee which had drawn up the proposals, This 1 
declined to do, unless the majority of those present so wished, on the ground that 
it wax unnecessary and undesirable, and might be considered a breach of confidence 
‘on my part. A show of hands revealed that the objectors bad very little support, 
whereupon they resorted to the more general accusation that there had been, 
throughout, “a slavish following of Bagdad.” This base suggestion I was able 
easily to refute, ‘Therespon a prominent member of the colony, who had been 
expected to give trouble, moved that the British Community Council be formed 
aud the commnte's proposals adopted as they stond, and this motion, after having 
toon duly aeconded, was approved almost unanimously. I was assured by several 
peoplo after the meeting that my speech had completely cut the ground from 
Linder the opposition’s feet, and that the community were now really glad to have 
Wisi count 

16. ‘Tho meeting having ended in record time for Basra, the voting was 
procesded with there and then, ‘The following eight mon and two ladies were 
declared elected, amid much apyplatane -— 


Mr, J, L. Battey 
Mr. J.-M. Gibson 

Mr, 0, H. Grittith 
Mrs. Griflths. 

Mr. J. A. Jack 
Captain W. Murchison. 
Mr. N. V. Ringrow, 
Archdeacon Stewart. 
Mra, Stewart. 

Dr. ‘T. ‘Thornton. 


7. No mond ballot proved uewemary, as all ten recived the sufrages of 
woll over 26 per cent. of the total number of voters. I consider, and it is generally 
agreed, that a better and more representative selection could hardly have been 
made." T have since written to each successful candidate to confirm his or her 
lection and offer my congratulations, and also to suggest that they should concert 
together for the election of a president and vice-president at an early date 
have, &e. 
W. L. ©. KNIGHT, 





(B 6975/208/98) No. 25. 
Mr. Thompson fo Mr. Eden.—(Recviced November 2%.) 
(No. 1182. 


(Telegraphic) f 
‘OUR telegram No, 1065. : 
Views expressed in above will he communicated to the Prime Minister in 
support of my recent representations at the earliest opportunity. I must confess 
tHAE'T find his whole attitude on the supply problem very disappointing. He 
appears to be affected by an extreme reluctance to tisk offending any powerful 
intorests, as well as by desire to extract valuable guid pro quo for co-operati 
sch as export of (group undecypherable: ¥ barley] to [? fimitrophe) countries 
wrhowe need to beneht from Iraq’ large surplns ix ycute: tis only fair to add 
that he is under considerable pressure, of course, from those who contend that 
now is the time to secure good bargains 


Bagdad, November 25, 1942. 
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2, As regards interne problem 1 we of committee far 
outweighs possible adverse effect on. prest should theit advice 
be overruled. (Group undecypherable ? Spence} Fai d Company will at 
sast act as a break and up to date shown no disposition to acquiese in 
release of any important agitators. Naturally, however, 1 cannot guarantee that 
their recommendations in any given case will not be exceeded. But as against this 
it seems likely if committee bad not been appointed Prime Minister in his presen 
wood might have already acted rashly. So far as smaller personalities are 
concerned, and while T consider leniency premature, present satlefactory state of 
internal security makes it hard to contest the view that there in a case for 
revision of sentences in certain cases. As already reported, however, T have urged 
‘committee to proved cauti 
3. To some extent our own propaganda is to blame for recent growth of 
complacency here, for it has over-cinphasised immediate possibilities of recent 
successes, Tt is a great pity to my mind that a note almost of hysteria seems 
so easily to upset our poblicity. especially that of B.B.C,, which tm listened to 
with avidity by the Prime Minister aud others Both the Prime Minister and 
Miniter of Finance have, for example referred josfully to the probable casing 
of supply position through early opening of the Mediterranean 





(1B 7331 /208/93) No. 26. 


Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eilen.—(Received December 10.) 
(No, 343) 
Sir, Rayidad, November 29, 1942 

THE reformed Cabinet, of which dotails were given in my despatch No, 203 
of the 14th October last anid with which Nuri Said roturned to office on the 
8th October, was xo08 found to contain discordant elements. Before a month had 
Passed a violent quarrel broke out between the Minister of Communications, 
Abdul Mahdi, and the Minister of Education, Tabin Ali, Tt ix doubtful who waa 
to blame for the inkalting language which seems in the ond to have been used by 
both Ministers in the altercation, but I suxpoct that it was very much n case of 
the pot calling the kettle black. Peace-making efforts yielded no results, and each 
Minister insisted that aftor what had oocurred it was impossible for him to remain 
in the Cabinet with the other. Friends and partisans rallied to cach 
‘one Minister is a Shia and the other a Sunni, the quartol quickly deve 
something of a sectarian tussle. For a few days it seemed that the Sh 
of Finance, Salih Jabr, the most important of the Prine Minister's collaborators, 
woul bese involved, but he shawed good seive and courage enongh to pt 
country before faction ind to stick to the task he had undertaken of finding a 
solution for Iraq's economic difficulties. ‘The Regent, too, had a personal interest 
in the matter and once again stood by his protége, Tahsin A 

2 To me it seemed deplorable that, at a timo when there are so many 
urgent questions of public interest to be dealt with, a storm in the tea-cup like 
this should paralyse the administration, and 1 lost no opportunity of pressing 
the Regent and the Prime Minister (and the Minister of Finance) to have done 
with itquickly. Yet over a fortnight passed before all the moves in the tortuous 
game were played according to convention and a settlement could be reached. 
‘Phie was that both Abdul Mahdi and Tahsin Ali stould leave the Cabinet, but 
that Tahsin Ali's departure should be deferred until a place could be made for 
him at the Palace by sending the head of the Royal Diwan, Abts Mabdi, to 
Tehran as Minister. Abdul Mahdi’s place was taken by Ahmad Mukhtar Baban, 
who was succeeded at the Ministry of Social Affairs by a Shia, Abdul Razzaq 
Urri, formerly a mutessarif. At the same time it was found necessary on account 
of his ileal to accept the resignation of the aged and infirm Minister of 
Feonomics, Mubsin Shallash, and to appoint in his stead another Shia, 
Salman-al-Barralk, who for sotne years has been Depnty President of the Chamber 
Peace was in this way restored it the Cabinet, but it is now a thing of makeshifts 
‘and patches and cannot be expected to last for more than a few months, 

3. Parliament opened, as usual, on the Ist November. This will be the last 
session of the present Chamber, which, for the first time in Traq’s parliamentary 
history. is living ont its allotted span of four sears. The Speech from the Throne 
was unduly concerned with Arab national ambitions and was disappointing 
the paucity of its reference to current economic problems. 
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4. At the third meeting of the Chamber held on the 12th November a group 
of Deputin pal focwnd Sf eesoktion.saking ‘Oe Uoveremoat’ V0 wosae th 
accession of Iraq to the Declaration of the Untied Nations unde at Washington 
im January, 1943. ‘The Prine Minister confess to we afterwards that 
red this resolution because he thought that the time bad now 
come for Iraq 10 taka hoe place openiy ca te cde of the alter. Hie fla ne 
doubt, that a6 Trnq te aieady Cootiibeting to the war effort of the United 
Nations all that is required to qualify ber for inclusion in their ranks, she may 
‘as well take her place there properly and thereby gain the rights and privileges 
of full membership, including those set out in t tlantic Charter, Nuri Pasha 
is convinced that such action on Iraq's part would have a profound effect in all 
Near aud Middle Eastern countries, and, indeed, among Arabs everywhere 
Whether, in the event, Iraq's belligerency will be greeted with joy by the mass of 
he’ people--whose' pleasure” ores’ recent’ Allied viclories ‘was’ beaed’ to "an 
ppreciable extent upon the assumption that the danger of war was reced 
Heuaies iby on, A pecsmualy tok mat 

"More spoutancous imevct fe bolag shown by both Hoses of Parlianait 
in tho question of the control and distribution of supplies and the fate of the 
political internees. At a meeting held on the 14th November, at which a number 
of sas appealed to the Government to show clemency towards these victims 
of their political views, the Prime Minister stated that the Government had set 
Lup a committee to review the cases of individual internees and to classify thetn 1m 
three categories ; those who could be set free immediately. those on whom the 
fwatraint linposed could be lightened, Gnd those who would have to be Kept in 

ernment until such time as they could be released without danger to the public 
tore 

(6. The committee formed for this work is presided over by the adviser to 
the Ministry of the Interior and includes the (British) Technical Adviser to the 
Criminal Investigation Department and the Director-General of Police. 
Mr. Edmonds tells te that, though the cominittee may recommend the releare of 
{4 few men interned as a punishinent for petty political offences, such aa abuaive 
talk in public about the Allies or inembers of the Iraqi Government, they will 
advocate the setting free of any of those wo py ‘an important part in anti 
Hiri or pro-Axin plotting agitation, ‘There may, indeed. be something to 
ba anid in favour of releasing the nonentitien who have been interned. for petty 
offences, and, if it were certain that the Government would not go beyond the 
committee's recommendations, there would be little need for anxiety. I fear, 
however, that much pressure is being brought to bear on the Prime Minister 10 
Teleaso not the unimportant but the influential and well-connected internoes, and, 
although in the present state of public opinion such people would be far less 
dangerous than they wre al the timo of their internment, it instill, pinion, 
premature to release them. It may be true that the politic phere ia now 
unfavourable for their activities, but they would find little difficulty tn exploiting 
‘against ourselves and the present Tragi régime the economic discontent to be found 
‘everywhere in the country, and might well endeavour to do 9a. 

7. T have spoken firmly to the Prime Minister op the folly of yielding to 
prosstire concerning these people, but I have the impression that he is now anxious 
to try to“ appease "’ his opponents, and I think that he may also have in mind 
to tally the Nationalists ready for the post-war effort to get nomething substantial 
for the Arabs out of the peace. 

&. Many Depaties have found occasion to speak about the serionmess of the 

ipply difficulties and the high cost of living now prevailing in the country, but 
the Government have revealed no cousidered plan for dealing with these matters 
‘The Minister of Finance ia atill in the process of stndying the elements of bis 
problems, and, though at_times he shows courage and determination, at others, 
noticeably after discussions with the Prime Minister, be is hesitant and 
disinclined to act firmly 

9. In the meanwhile, he has done little to improve the general economic 
situation. So far as can be judged in the almost total absence of reliable figures 

¥ little more wheat has been collected, no plan for the control of the sale 
export or distribution of barley or rice hax yet been adopted, and, apart from 
sugar, 0 Fationing or other method of price-control of necessities of life has been 
brought into operation. The only measures that stand to the credit of the 
Administration are the prohibition of the export of barley and orders for the 
collection in kind of the land tax on wheat and rice in certain provinces. 
Fortunately, either because they have stocks of food or are earning wages high 
‘enough to compete with current (prices, most of the people seem'so far to be 
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managing fairly well, and, apart from one or two minor and easily settled strikes, 
there bas been no disorder caused by economic distress. It is nevertheless 
noticeable that communism is gaining adherents, particularly among educated 
young men. The strong appeal which its doctrines now make with their promise 
of easy panaceas for inequalities of wealth and all economic troubles is, of course, 
being reinforced by recent Russian military sncoesses and by:the strength which 
has been developed by democratic propaganda. If nazism is destroyed, 
communism will certainly be a-considerable political force in this country after 
the Allied victory. Itis, incidentally, being fanned by the sense of frustration 
induced among the more youthful of the politically-minded. hy their persistent 
inability to break into the charmed circle of public life, the entrances to which 
remain closely guarded by an ageing group of conservative politicians. 

10. It has become & commonplace of current reports fro 
countries to refer to the profound effect made on public opinion by the victories 
of the Eighth Army, followed by the Anglo-American occupation of Moroceo and 
‘Algiers “In Iraq the swing of the pendulum ns been wo yoarked thal many peoplo 
seem to think that the war is now all over bar the shouting, and to foster » more 
balanced appreciation of the facts our looal. propagandists have had to give up 
emphasising the good points in our war position and to stress instead the heavy 
fighting that still lies abead before victory ean be wor. For the moment pyro-Axis 

ropaganda is silent, floored by, the only sort of punch that-can really hammer it 
a brilliant Allied military success, 

11, Iraq's external relations provide in these days little material for 
comment. Her neighbours are moxtly absorbed in their internal affairs and the 
disturbing competition for influence of the representatives of the European 
Powers has, for the time being, been eliminated hy the breaking off of diplomatic 
rolations with Italy, France and Germany, ‘The Primo Ministor, however, like 
fnany other states, ends to think of the present war ax a wequel to the last and 
to feel that it is his duty somchow to find im it opportunities to carry on the 
atruggle to create a united and independent Arabia, which was begun. by 
King Hussain in June 1910. Ie al ims at improving Traq's international 
status by ui in mutual alliance the countrion already separately allied to 
Great Britain. His idoa is to form a pro-democrntic bloe comprising Iraq, the 
two other Middle Eastern allies of Great Britain, Rgypt and Persia, and the 
mandated territories of Palestine, Tranajordan and the Lavant,... He wiahes to, 
persuade Turkey to come into the bloc too. He regards the Treaty of Mutual 
Assistance signed at Angora in October 19389 botwoen France, Great Britain and 
Turkey as establishing relations between Turkey and Groat Britain analogous to 
the Anglo Traqi and Anglo Egyptian Alliance, and realises, moreover, (hat 
inclusion of Turkey in the pact would be the only thing to save it fro 
insignificance. 

12. The problem of finding a competent man to replace the discredited 
Drs. Sami Shawkat and Jamali at the head of the Department of Education. i 
‘still unsolved. No suitable Egyp Is are willing to undertake the task 
of reforming Iraqi education, and the Prime Minister remains opposed to what 
would seem to him to be so retrogressive a step as the appointment. of an 
Englishman to do the work instead, Meantime, Dr, Jamali has sent a circular 
to all district directors of education arging them to take steps to implant a love 
of democratic virtues in the hearts of all school-children, and has been hotly 
attacked for his pains as a humbug by the Left-wing daily, The Voice of the 
People 

715. ‘The Ministor of State paid a vist to Lraq in the middle of Octaber. He 
first went to Basra, and then, after a dash to Tehran by air, returned to Bagdad, 
His work was largely with the fighting forves, but the Traqis were anxious to 
honour him, and he found time in his programme to attend a small dinner-party 
at the Palace and a banquet and reception given by the Government at the Town 
Hall, He also gave up an afternoon to meet the British residents at a. garden: 
party given by the newly-formed British Community Conneil, The visit. gavo 
much pleasure to the lange number of Tragis with whom he made acquaintance, 
and his straight talks on the need to face up to current problems courageously 
were a most welcome reinforcement to my own efforts to bring responsible Iraqis 
to take a more realistic view of their present-day problems i 

14. The lange force of Polish troops with women’s ancillaries now in Iraq 
have been giving rise to special economic and other troubles. When they first 
‘camped in the neighbourhood of Khanagin they descended like locusts on the small 
bazaar of the town and the unfortunate inhabitants were left. almost without 
supplies. When the town was put out of bounds to Polish troops, contractors 
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wore employed to set up canteens in the camp aud began to move large quantities 
of tinned foods, fresh fruit, meat, vegetables and all kinds of small manufactured 
articles from Bagdad nagin. On one occasion two lorries loaded with 
bread bought in Bagdad were intercepted on their way to the Polish camp, Prices 
at once rose sharply in Bagdad, as the hungry Poles were willing to pay any price 
for extra food or small articles of persoual luxury, such as watches, socks, 
handkerchiefs, and so on, and a further serious dislocation of local trading was 
threatened. With the ready co-operation of the commander-in-chief and the Lraqi 
however, taken to check these inroads 
utity of supplies and goods available for the general public, 
British army is now doing everything possible to supply the Poles with all 
they need. 

15. Accidents due to careless or inefficient driving and intrusion 
idjacent villages, with the concomitant complications over women, were other 
matters that have had to be dealt with. The Polish Commander, General Anders, 
has lately imposed severe penalties for offerices of this kind, and I hope that the 
cffect will be salutary, 

16, As matters stand, and in the absence of t 


17. Tam sending copies of this despatch to Hix Majesty's representatives 
at Angora, Cairo, Tehran, Jedda and Beirut; the Minister of State at Cairo 
His Majesty's High Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan; the Governor. 
General of India; the Commander-in-chief, India; General Headquarters 
Middle Basty the ‘Combined Middle East Intelligence Centre; the Political 
Resident in tho Persian Gulf; the Political Agent at Koweit; and to Hix 
Majesy’¢ Conmnlar Ofer ab Hasre and Moral" 

G. TL THOMPSON. 
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CHAPTER III.—PALESTINE. 


(E 6807/6/31) No. 27. 


Viscount Halifas to Mr. Bden—(Received November 19.) 
No. 772) 
Sir, Washington, November 7, 1942. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 3852 of the 30th October, T enclose a 

py of the memorandum on the subject of the Balfour Declaration left at this 
ihassy on the 30th October by a delegation of Rabbis, Owing to. previotis 
engagements I was unable to see this deputation myself when they called in the 
morning, and they were asoringly received by Sir Gerald Campbell. On thin 
occasion nothing was said about a message from His Majesty's Government to 
the meeting to be held in New York on the Ist November to. commemorate 
the 25th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. But Rabbi Heller, the leader 
of the deputation, came to see me in the afternoon. He then gave me a copy of 
Mr. Hull's message, summarised in my telegram No, 5353 (the Tull text of the 
Secretary of State's statement is now enclosed herein), and asked whether His 
Majesty's Government coald send any similar message. This suggstion you felt 
tunable to, accept. 
His Majesty's Consul-General reports that he attended the meeting in 
New York ou the Ist November and sat on the right of Rabbi Wise, who was 
presiding. Mestages to the meeting from Mr. Willkie and Senator Wagner were 
eal. and the principal speaker was Senator ‘Thomas of Utah, who asked for the 
establishment of a Jewish commonwealth in Palestine, Mr.’ Haggard tells me, 
however, that the general tenor of the specchos was on & high level and that most 
speakers, especially Nahum Goldman, adopted an understanding and even 
friendly attitude towards Great Britain and the Balfour Declaration, though 
this last was generally regarded as out of date. 

3. Dr. Weizmann did not attend the mecting, He is now staying at an 
hotel in upper New York State. The message contained in your teleweain 
No, 6630 was acwordingly telegraphed to him on the 2nd November, with an 
intimation that the Prime Minister had asked that it bo treated ws private. 

ave, Sc 


HALIFAX 


Enclosure 1 in No, 97, 


Memorandum submitted to Viscount Halifas, Ambaxsailor Plenipotentiary and 
Knroy Extraordinary of Great Britain to the United States, Friday, 
October 30, W942. by Rabbi James G. Heller of Cincinnati, Ohio, President 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, Rabbi B. H, Levinthal of 
Philadelphia, Member of the Pruvsidium of the Union of Orihodor Rabble 
of America, Rabbi louis B, Lecitsky-of Newark, N.J., President of the 
Rabbinical Asxembly of America, and Rabbi Joseph II. Lookstein of New 
York, President of the Rabbinical Council of America. 


IN recognition of the issuance of the Balfour Decl 
Government wry 
played by His Majesty's 


Jewry as a document 
of Persi 


ish immigration 
if of the Jewish 
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spirit in that land to the enrichment not of Palestine Jewry alone but of world 
‘Sevwry and ultimately of all mankind 

Tie revival of the Hebrew language and literature, music and art. the 
incarnation of historic Jewish ethical yalues in new patterns of social livin, 
fll these are a direct consequence of that document issued a quarter of a ceatur 
‘ago. For all this American Jewry will remain forever indebted to His Majesty's 
Government. Whatever the grievances of the Jewish people with respect to the 
restrictive policies pursued "more particularly in recent years and however 
profound the differences which exist at the moment, the issuance of the Declaration 
trill live in the annals of ct of historic justice and 
statesmanship perform igreat people at ‘and noblest 

The passage of twenty-five years has not only confirmed the wisdom implicit 
in the Balfour Declaration ; it has given to that document heightened cogency 
and significance. Because of Axis aggression there are at the present time i 
Central Europe millions of Jews whose lives have been altogether ruined in the 
lands which were once their homes. While we look forward with eoniidence to the 
return to those Jews of full democratic rights subsequent peas United Nations’ 

jory, we know full well that great manses of them will desire to leave lands 
heavy for them in tragic associations and to reconstitute their lives in Palestine. 
It is the Balfour Declaration which gives them hope and the assurance that, so 
soon as the international situation permits, the land of their fathers will be read 
to receive them. Important, therefore, as the Balfour Declaration has been it 
the past as gal warrant for large-scale Jewish resettlement in Palestine, it 
will be infinitely more important to this end in the future. 

And just as in the past twenty-five years a great revival of the Jewish spirit 
has been made possible because of the Balfour Declaration, so we are confident 
that an even groater awakening of the Jewish religion and culture lies before us 

Tf the Balfour Declaration is, as a social document, akin to the proclamation 
of Gyrus long contarios ago, it is by virtue of the religious and cultural: promise 
implicit within 1a first step towards the fulfilment of the prophetic word, ‘* For 
from Zion shall go forth the law and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem."” 

Perceiving with clarity the need for the Balfour Declaration ax an element 
in the post-war solution of the Jewish problem, we beseech of His Majesty's 
Government the continuance of its efforts for the enlarged application of the 
Water and the spirit of that ieoric pronouncement Ve invoke the nid of 
‘Almighty God in our purpose. May He Who guides the destinies of peoples 
and gives light and deliverance to their rulers infuse into the hearts of the 
leaders of the Britinh E npire the insight to discern the need for the Jewish 
homeland in Palestine, both as an answer to the tragedy of Jewish homelessness: 
and as a means to the revival of the soul of the House of Israel 

With full faith in the justice and sanctity of the cause upon which our 
tuloved country, in astociation with United Nations, is engaged, we invoke the 
lensing of God upon the Coe defenders of our ideals and our freedoms, and 
pray for victory, swift and complete, over the dominion af iniquity, in ordar that 
‘out of the agony of thix war may arise a new world dedicated to the right and 
to the ultimate realisation of the Kingdom of God on earth, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 27 
Statement by the United States Secretary of State 


IN commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the publication of the 
Balfour Declaration by the British Government on the 2nd November, 1917, a 
memorandum was presented to the Secretary of State by a group of rabbis. 
Secretary Hull observed that the Balfour Declaration had aroused wide attention 
in the Cnited States, and that this country bad followed with interest and 
sympathy the work which had been done under it, in which American citizens 
have played a nsoful part, He added :— 

“This conntry was shocked and outraged, when tyranny and barbarity 
again commenced their march, at the brutality which was inflicted om certain 
raves, and particularly on the Jewish populations of Europe. Apparently 
no form of abuse has been too great, and no form of torture or oppression too 
ile, to be meted out to these populations by the Nazi despots. And, i 
taking this attitude towards the Jewish race, they have made it plain by 
concrete acte that a like attitude woold be taken towards any other race 
‘against whom they might invent a grievance, 











‘“ The Jews have long sought a refuge. I believe that we must hav 
‘even wider objective: we must havea world in which Jews, like every other 
re free to abide in peace and in honour. 

meet to-day when the battle for freedom is being carried on in 
the East and in the West and our every effort is concentrated on a successful 
issve. We can with confidence look forward to the victory when liberty shall 
lift the scourge of persecution and the might of the United Nations free 
mankind from the threat of oppression, 

Of all the inhuman and tyrannical acts of Hitler and his Nazi 
licutenants, their systematic persecution of the Jewish people—men, women 
‘and children—is the most debased, ‘The fate of these unhappy people must 
te ever before us in the efforts we are miking Uday for the fin i 
at the moment of triumph under the terms of the Atlan 
United Nations will be prepared not only to redeem their hopes of a future 
world based upon freedom, equality and justice, but to create a world in 
which such a tragedy will not again oceut.”” 
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CHAPTER IV.PERSIA. 
(A) Miscellaneous. 


(E 5805/15/35) No. 28, 
Mr, Eden to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Kiibysher). 
(No. 80 
ar Foreign Office, October 1, 1942. 
THE Soviet Ambassador informed me to-day that his Government bad 
boon giving some further thoaght to the political situation in Persia, 
would’ be glad to know how fis Ma jesty + Government would regard the 
question of dissolving the Majlis and holding fresh elections. When this question 
hhad been raised in June last, the Soviet Government had taken the view that 
the moment was not. opportune for holding fresh elections in Persia, but st 
appeared that they might now be prepared to revise their opinion on this point 
Pee L replied. that the present. Stajlis had been very. troublesome to. the 
Soheily Government, and our latest information was that it had also been making 
dliffeuliies for tho present Prime Minister. We had at one time hoped that 
jawam us Saltanch would have been able to keep the Majlis in order, and in 
that case there would perhaps have been no need for a dissolution. But we now 
know that Qawar himself Would like to dissolve the Majlis, although certain 
other members of his Cabinet were opposed to thi course. The Soviet Govern 
ment might certainly take it that we had no objection in principle to the 
disolution of the existing Majlis, whose members, instead of having been 
properly elected, wore mostly nominees of the ex-Sbab. Our main doubt was 
whothor new eloctions. which according to the Persian Constitution would have to 
bo hold almoat at once, would produce a new Majlis which would be any improve 
ment on the present one. 
‘3. M. Maisky replied that in countries tike Persia the Government in 
ower wore often able to influence the elections, He thought therofore that, if 
Qawam us Saltanch remained in power during the elections, the new Majlis would 
probably bo found to give him more parliamentary support than he enjoyed at 
present. 5 
‘4. We agreed that Sir R. Bullard and his Soviet colleague should be 
instructed to keep in close tonich in regard to this matter 
5. In the course of the conversation M. Maisky also referred to a report 
that the Persian Government were thinking of establishing @ Senate. 1 replied 
that this report had not reached me, and that we had therefore not as yet 
considered the advantages. or disadvantages of stich a meanure. 
Tam, &e. 
ANTHONY RDEN 


(1B 6155/3658 /: 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bilen—(Received October 22) 
[tess Tehran, September 22, 1942 
T HAVE the hononr to inform you that, notwithstanding the serious milita 
situation in Russia, a certain change for the better hax ocenrred here since 
wrote my despateh No. 248 of the 25th July, mainly as a sequel of the replacement 
of M. Ali Soheily by Qawam es Saltanch as Prime Minister and the latter's 
somewhat unexpected display of energy. During the last days of the Sobeily 
Government things went from bad to worse. The Prime Minister seemed to have 
lost all control of the situation, and it was widely rumoured that he was engaging 
in various forms of corruption himself. ‘There was no limit to the inefficiency of 
the Administration, the yacillation of the Government, or the irresponsibility of 
the Deputies. Indeed, Sobeily had apparently lost all confidence in himself and 
vas quite unable to take any’ decision. Tt was a real relief when be resigned on 
the 80th July and was replaced by Qawam es Saltaneh. Details of the develop. 
ment, of the Cabinet crisis have been described separately in my telegrams and in 
No. 270. 
a Pith ow Foie Minigter sd belongs to the older generation of land- 
showing himself to be a vigorous, determined and sometimes obstinate 
Gli gentieman, but after an initial period in which, as will be described below, the 
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‘utmost difficulties have been experienced in securing ev 

he now seems to be settling down well. On receiving your telegram No. 1070 of 
the 20th July, I informed the Shah that His Majesty's Government would accept 
any Government which the Persians might set up, provided that it would 
co-operate energetically with the Allies, and it is now justifiable to hope that the 
present Government will, for the time being at any rate, fulfil this requirement. 
Soon after taking office the Prime Minister made it clear to me that he did not 
intend to stand any nonsense from the Majlis, and he has also wold the Soviet 
Ambassador that be proposed to remind them as often ax might be necessary that 
their authority did not rest on popnlar approval. Qawam hax been as good as his 
word, and his firmness has greatly increased his reputation, both among the public 
and among the Deputies themselves. 

3. Generally speaking, we need a Prime Minister here in present circum. 
stances who is either « respectable and influential person who is prepared and 
able to secure accepLance of our essential war requirements by his countrymen or, 
in the last resort, one who is. open to other inducements, Iu view of the present 
unwillingness of various suitable personalities to take office (e.7., M- Pirnia), 
‘Qawam es Saltanch seems to be almost the only oat of the first category, T 
am, however, anxious to have some alternative and the oriental secretary 
is accordingly. going to Palestine yery shortly in order to see Suid Zia ed din 
Tabatabai, 


Seciirity Questions. 


4. Meanwhile, the Prime Minister has carried out his duties with some 
energy. One of the most difficult questions outstanding. when Soheily. resigned 
was undoubtedly our request for the handing over of eighteen Persians known to 
Teongayed in Axis activities, Whilst Sohelly delivered to ue a few Germans and 
Persians already oder detention, no action war taken by him in regard to the 
lint of eighteen before ho fell from offie. In the early days of the Government a 
new list of over forty persons. who were believed by us to be definitely incrimi- 
nated, was submitted to the Persian Government with 4 request for theit arrest 
and delivery to the British military authorities, [explained in paragraphs 5-6 
‘of my despateh No, 248 why it was considered essential for suspects to be guarded 
and interrogated by ourselves, although we well realised how difficult it was for 
the Persians to hand over their own nationals to the authorities of a foreign 
Power in their own country. Although Quwam proceeded to arrest the persons 
concerned, he obstinately refused to hand over the Persians, and it became clear 
that he was uot strong enough to do this: Meanwhile, the question was handled 
by the police with an ineptitude and laxity typical of Persia. One of the principal 
suspects, Fran Bernstein, a German, known to be the link between the Axis agents 

ars and those in Tehran, was, after her arrest, allowed to return to her house, 
where she committed suicide. The howse was still unguarded hours after her 
death and her papers wore not seized. Another woman, supposed to have beet 
arrested, was found making a complaint inside His Majesty's Legation; and one 
German arrested was found to have beet hidden for six months in the house of a 
Persian police officer. While they were under detention a number of those 
arrested were known to be communicating with persons outside, and one prisoner 
was inexplicably found by us to have acquired a sum of money and some playing 
cards in the course of the night Tt was all to obvious that if serios actton was 
to be taken against the fifth column in Persia, the guarding and interrogation 
must be done mainly by ourselves and that the prisoners must be confined some 
where in the British zone and not in Tehran, where their friends and relatives 
would be inconveniently near. We sade it clear that, subject to this, we were 
willing to make every conceivable concession to save the Persian face, but Qawam 
es Saltaueh resolutely refused to hand over any Persians to us and stood out for 
detention in Tehran itself. In this the Prime Minister was doubtless encouraged 

robably by the fact that we received no help from the Soviet Embassy and none 

rom the American Legation until it was too late, when a very mild démarche in 
‘our favour was made by Mr. Dreyfus. Tt is only now, after weeks of negotiation, 
after the Persian Government have (iruitlessly), appealed to the Foreign Office 
throngh the Persian Minister in London, and, finally, I must add, after a straight 
warning that we should judge the sincerity of the Persian Government in colla- 
boration with us by its attitude over this question, that a reasonable agreement, 
has at last been reached on this subject. T am reporting separately on this and 
will only record here for convenience and to make the story complete that. the 
agreement provides for the detention of all Persian suapects at Sultanabad, 
‘where there are British troops, and for the nssociation of Persian officials with the 
























































British authorities in the supervision and interrogation of such suspects. In 
factual fact, we should have feal conteol in both respecta. It is hoped that thie 
agreement will work smoothly, but the arrest and handing over of Persians is 
bound to be unpopular and we must expect to encounter difficulties if we have to 
present the Persian Government with further lists of Persian suspects. 


Financial Situation. 


5. Another question which bas presented the greatest difficulties is the 
purchase of rial currency with sterling and dollars, The currency is essential to 
Enable the British military authorities to pay the labour used om the roads and 
‘on the numerous other works of military importance which we are undertaking 
in this country. ‘This question appeared to have been settled by the Financial 
Agreement of the 26th May, 1942 

By tho middle of August 1942, however, it had become evident that a 
forther increase in the Persian note-isme was inevitable to meet the growing 
demand for currency. ‘The note-issue had last been increased by an Act of the 
Stat, March, 1942, which added 700 million rials to the previous authorised 
maximum of 2,000 million rials, bringing the total of the legal issue to 
2,700 million rials 

7._ Notwithstanding the provisions of the Financial Agreement of the 
26th May, 1042 (in which the Persian Government undertakes, inter aia, to 
maintain an adequate supply of rials to meet the expenditure in Persia of 
His Majesty lernment)” the Persian Government viewed with reluctance the 
prospect of going to the Majlis with a Bill to add to the note circulation, Con 
Peatto. premute. trom Hix Majesty's Legation was necessary tefore. the 
‘Government could be induced to take the necessary steps 

= At the request of the Government I gave an estimate of 1,000 million rials 
‘as the probable additional needs in local currency over the twelve. months 
Heginming the iat. September, 1942, T pointed out that this timate wax 
necomarily conjectural, that it was bound to be hedged aboat by provisos and 
roservations, and that it must not be regarded as in any sense an indication to 
the Persian Government of the maximum requirements of His Majesty's 
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on the 12th September, 1042, authorising an increase in the note-issue of a further 
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m that rests on the shoulders of the Persian Government itself, and the 
extent to which the remedies to improve it lie in the Government's own hands 
And I am_also suggesting to the Prime Minister that even if anti-Allied speeches 
‘are made in the Majlis, that is no reason why they should be published and create 
lunnecessary difficulties for the Government and for ourselves, 


The Food Supply 

1. ‘The proposal for a Food Board mentioned in paragraph 19 of my 
despatch No, 248 of the 25th July did not materialise, but. in accordance with 
our views the Prime Minister has established a separate Directorate of Food 
and the Minister, M- Ardalan, has worked in close co-operation with Mr. Squire, 
counsellor at this legation. The Prime Minister has sent telegraphic instructions 
to all governors in the provinces that the collection of wheat is their most 
important duty and that the severest measures, including the death penalty, aro 
to he taken against hoarders. : 

16. One of the principal difficulties in deuling with the food problem in 
Persia is that local authorities are afraid to take action against powerful 
landowners. ‘The consular liaison offer scheme bas, for this reason, not altogettc: 
fulfilled our original hopes that it would frighten the landowners into ready 
delivery of their surplus grain, but it has given us a means of checking on the 
spot whether or not the orders of the Central Government are being carried. ott 
and has brought an increase of strength to our hard-worked consulates in coping 
with this most difficalt problem. Landowners” declarations of their wheat surplus 
available for purchase at the official price were due to be in the hands of the 
authorities by the 22nd September, but it iv already clear that provincial officials 
will make little effort to obtain more than local requirements and will leave 
Tehran and the deficit areas of the south to fend for themselves, although the 
harvest has, generally speaking and with the exception of some localities, been 
Hood. Disappointed in their requext made in London for 120,000 tons of wheat, 
the Persian Government are Oow starting to Lake measures to buy wheat from 
the peasants at the free price in a number of areas and to pay the peasants for 
their surplus grain partly in cavh and. partly in much-needed. piece-goodn, 
soar, &e. The areas at present affected are along the Iraqi frontier, and it wan 
hoped that this procedure might. stop smuggling which, owing to the geoat 
disparity between the olicial Persian price and the price of grain in Iraq, was 
denuding those districts of grain, 

17. The Persian Government have asked for the co-operation of Britinh 
consular liaison officers in arranging these purchases, Other concessions have 
also been made at our request to facilitate the procedure for the collection of 
grain in country districts 

Transport Question. 

18. Another vital question ik transport, Persia's economy now depends to 
‘a great extent on road transport, bat hitherto there hias heen no attempt at striet 
control of the declining stook of tyres or the diversion of lorries from non-casential 
to essential purposes. The U.K.C.C, had for some months heen negotiating with 
the Persian Government to obtain powers to carry out the much needed measures 
of rationalisation themselves. but the Americans, who supply the tyres and are 
in s position to make their views felt in this qoeation, have shown themselves 
very sensitive to any suggestion that a monopoly might be created, and the 
negotiations with the U.K-C.C. were, therefore, not sucvessful. ‘The proposal for 
transport board mentioned in paragraph 19 of my despatch No, 248. his, 
however, been approved by the Persian Government. A committee to control 
road transport been set up with Persian, British and American 
representation. Mr. Birkle, formerly of the U.K.C.C., bas been engaged hy the 
Persian Government to advise and assist them in rationalising and controlling 
road transport, and Sir Arthur Parsons is to be the official British representative 
fon the committee. Persian records of the registration of vehicles, which must 
form the basis for any rationalisation, are, however, foond to be complete 
of date, and as a first measure a census of all vehicles and tyres is to he made, 
This cannot be completed before the 5th November... However, Major Quinall 
the MES, Jerusalem, is now in Tehran investivating the road trans} 
position for the purpose of achieving a stricter control of ill motor vebicles 
the removal of non-essential vehicles from the roads. With this control it is 
hoped that adequate supplies for essential motor transport. can be-arranged. 
‘This, with the increased use of animal transport that is taking place, permits, 
s0 T am advised, a cantions optimism about the future 
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Polish Refugees 


cond evacuation of military and civilian Poles from Russia occurred 
ia August "24000 civilian Poles ‘are forthe moment in the Tehran ‘aes 
Fortunately, arrangements have been made for the 10,000 previously here to: go 
to East Africa and all will shortly have left Tehran. Meanwhile, in spite of toe 
provision of special imports of wheat, tea and sugar by MLE.S.C., the addition 
Sf so many Europeans to the population of Tebran has given rise to: some 
misgivings among Persians, and the Persian Government is most anxious to. get 
rid of all Polish refugoes. ‘The British military authorities are equally anxious 
to eliminate this responsibility here, and it is hoped that the efforts now being 
made to find a destination overseas for them will shortly be successful 
2o, ‘This in no way exhnost the lit of irae otataning with the Persian 
Jovernment. . Little progress hax been made with the complicated question. of 
the payment (or the arms algeady taken over by the British and Soviet, Govern 
ments from the Persian authorities and the acquisition of certain other arms 
turgently needed by the British forces. Nun point oil await settlement 
{in cotinexion with goods required by the British military authorities, aud. this 
question is bound to become mote important now that the Allied forces in Persia 
tre wo be increased t meet the change in the war situation. Furtber, the Prupe 
has recently been requested to band over to the RAF. all. the 
Accommodation at Mekrabad Aerodrome, which ts the lat training. esiablishment 


in the poseession of the Persian air force in the neighbourhood of Tehran. It 
Willoc'uecenary to tackle these probleme one by one, and Lam bopaful that it 
may be possible to reach aatiafuctory settlements. 


‘Attitude of Persians towards the War. 


21. Moat of the difficulties which have arinen this susmn 
with the Persian Government are fundamentally traceable to a ack of woafdence 
on the part of the Perxians that the Allies would be able to win the war, or even 
(to bring matters nearer home) to keep the Germans out of Persia, ‘The most 
obvious sign of this was poehaps their recent suggestion in London and Moscow 
that Tehran should be declared an open city. Tt ix highly satisfactory that this 
{impeacticable soguestion has been rejected, ns the only real incentive to, start 
ome serious, ATEE, organisation would have disappeared, ‘our military 
plans would have been wrecked by the necessity to evacuate military establish: 
nents and aorodromes in Tehran. This lack of confidence abows itself, ten, in 
loss direct ways. Persian politicians and officials do not like to be associated 
with the arrest of Axis sympathiwers and ayents, presumably thinking that by 
tome complacency towards Axis activities they will not be irretrievably 
compromised if the Germans reach this country, Similarly, the unwillingness 
of the Persian Government to hold the large quantities of sterling paid in return 
for the rials used by our military authorities may be traceable to a fear that they 
will not, in the ond, be able to use the sterling. to import goods.  Dithiculties over 
the food supply aro largely due to the fact that landowners and peasants and 
even local ofl are calculating to some extent on greater military aud exotic 
difficulties in the Middle East, and are holding out for famine prices. ‘This 
lack of confidence has even found expression in the press One or two Tehran 
newspapers have published commentaries on the war in Russia which could 
hardfy have boon bettered. by Germa propagandists. Hostile articles on the 
sbject of the arrests of suspects have also appeared. The Prime Minister has, 
Tram glad to say, taken firm action by reminding the press of the powers which 
the Government holds under the Military Gover ip Law of 1911, and by 
sappresing « number of newspapers which overstepped the limit, “He hae stood 
tip Rrmnly to the Deputies, and he has told his col leagues that. they can resign 
if they will not do what is necessary as regards the purchase of rials with sterling 
and the arrest of suspects. He has shown considerable courage in giving a 
to his countrymen, and the same can be said of the Shah. 


Mr. Churchill's Visit. 


‘The visit of Mr. Winston Churchill to Tehran. on his way to and from 
Rowin eanteatiy had profound effect on the Persian Government in 
increasing confidence in the Allied cause. Mr. Churchill saw both the Shah and 
the Persian Primo Minister on the 12th August, and his personality had a tonic 
‘effect on all those to whom he talked. I cannot exaggerate the effect of such visits 





a 


from leading personalities from the Allied side in flattering aud encouraging the 
Persians. ‘Mr. Wendell. Willkie: has also recently: parsed sheougis eat ive 
Visit, too, has been an unqualified success. His clear statement that it is time 
for the friends of the Allies to stand up and be counted and that, in effect, Persia 
auld not go om hoping to get something for nothing. was w Limely hint and 
has had a most useful reaction, however disappointing the results @ been 
for the Persian Government. It would have been difficult for a British statesman 
in present circumstances to say the same with equal effect. 


Anglo-American Co-operation in Perxia, 


23. Qawam es Saltanch has adopted as one of the planks of his policy 
closer co-operation with America. ‘This is, I think, in every way an advantage 
the Allied point of view. We are unable at the present time to produce a 
rable number of first-class advisers onrselves, and, if we did, Russian 
suspicions might well be aroused, Persians aro in’ many ways more open to 
approach from the American than from the Britis They nro afraid of 
Powers who are neighbours of Persia and always suspect ulterior intentions 
‘The Americans represent for them the virtues of the Anglo-Saxon nations without 
any of the disadvantages. From time to time I have detected a certain tendency 
on the part of the Persian Government to play ux off against the Americans here, 
and it was curious that Qawam ex Saltanch showed himself genuinely surprised 
when T told him recently that we were in favour of an American military mission 
if it could be arranged and had so informed the State Department some months 
ago. Although the present American Minister sometimes, unwittingly Tan 
sure, does not attempt to discourage such an idea in the Persian mind, the close 
relations between the British’and American Legations and between the British 
anthorities and the American advisers who are now bogivning to arrive have 
© far prevented any misunderstandings, It ix all-important to keep closely in 
stop with the Americans, since an increase of American influence is taking, place 
here as the American advisers arrive and take up their duties in the various 
ministries, and as more and more American technicians come to superin 
assist the transport of goods to Russia. So far as this legation is concerned 
every posible step will continue to be taken to work in the closext co-operation 
both with them and with the Soviet Embassy aud authorities, 


Internal Policy of the Government, 


24, The Prime Minintor certainly hopes that, with the aid of the American 
advieers, he will be able to achieve a far reaching reform of he internal 
administration of the country, Only one of two have as. yet arrived, 
meanwhile, the Prime Minister hax shown considerable energy ii tackling certain 
internal problems Tn the first place he has set up a new inspectorate, the duties 
of which will be to examine all cases of complaints, especially of bribery and 
extortion made against Government. servants throughout the country. This 
seems a step in the right direction, though it is as yet too early to aay wi 
the now office will be able to check the wide-spread corruption which pery 
whole of the governmental machinery. ‘The second roform is a veries of changes 
in the Ministry of Health. The new Minister, Dr. Mareban, has drastically cut 
down the budgets of a number of hospitals in Tehran, and issued orders that a 
considerable number of official doctors in Tehran should leave the capital for 
provincial posts or else be dismissed. The doctors who are personally affected 
are, of course, indignant, and stories of one doctor being posted to Kerizan while 
his’ wife, also a doctor, is sent to Hamadan lead one to suppose that the new 
scheme has not been efliciently worked out; but most people consider that the 
reform was badly needed and was a step in the right direction 

25. It is difficult to estimate the popnlar reactions to these innovations and 
to the new Cabinet in general. There has been some criticism of the engagement 
of American advisers and there is a certain amount of opposition to the presence 
of any foreiguers in the Administration, but all aensible Persians deplore. the 
existing state of affairs and ise the need for reform. The general public 
is said to be pleased with the Prime Minister's strict instructions that Govern. 
ment, servants are not to break the fast of Ramzan in public; this step, which 
is a definite break from the Pablevi tradition, has, on the other hand, inevitably 
given rise to apprehensions lest the forces of reaction should gather strength 
nd lead to the reintroduction of the veil for women and the renewal of the 
Power of the mallas. The Prime Minister's broadcast on the anniversary of the 
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Shah's accession on the 16th September (see my telegram No, 1204 of -the 
20th September) bas had a good effect on public confidence he appealed to the 
blic to keep out of politics and (o have confidence that be would take all possible 
pasares to ensure food supplies and secur ase mies 
26, The result of the Mukhtari trial, ie, a series of sentences of imprison 
mont on various dive charges, aboot which i sball addrest to. you a separate 
report, has just been announced, but seems to have attracted little attention 
those who think about it at all being divided into two classes : those who think 
that Mukbtari should have heen executed, and those who think that the faults 
of the late Shah should not have been visited on any of his slavish subordinates 
onivenient that the public has lost interest; meanwhile, appeal proceedings 
ig starved 


Conclusion. 


rather lengthy review, I venture to state that it is 

mprovernent, in the aliation aa compared with the 

Confusion of the summer months, provided always that no serious deterioration 

inthe military situation occurs." We have bad very considerable dificltis with 

Qawam-es-Saitaneh, but we cannot hope for complete subservience from any man 

with sofficient character to govern this most intractable and venal country, and 

nim has at any rate now discovered that, where our essential military interests 

‘are concerned, we mean business and shall judge him by his attitude towards them, 

28. Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State, Cairo, 

to Headquarters, Traq-Persia Forces, to Tenth Arme, to the Government of 

niin, to His Majesty's Embassy at Bagdad and His Majesty's Embassy at 
brn T have, &e 

R. W. BULLARD. 





[E 6157/12/94) No. 0, 
iF R, Bullard to Mr, Bilen—(Reevived October 22) 


(No, BN) ays mt 
HIS Majesty's representative pr 

Principal Secretary of State for Fosvign Affairs, and has the honour to tranamit 

herewith « copy of a menorandum and relating correspondence on suspect policy 


Persia. 
Tehran, September 2, 1942. 


IN December 1941 His Majesty's Legation informed the Foreign Office that 
inview of thesignataraf the treaty, it was ofthe ntmest imporianes to round up 
rervian fifth columnists and pro-Germans owing to their potent 0 
Bish interests ‘The Roreigh Office replied that they preferred to endeavour 
to secure collaboration with the Persians rather than to proceed to wholesale 
arrests immediately after the signature of the treaty. They were quite prepas 
to take action against a few Persians, whose numbers should he kept as low as 
possible, as a deterrent to others, provided that there was definite evidence 
Against them subsequent to the signature of the treaty and that any such action 
‘was taken with the consent of the Persian Government. Large-scale arrests could 
not be countenanced unless the extension of hostilities to Persia was imminent 
and netion was urgent required on military grounds, The foregoing considera 
id not, of course, apply to German nationals. 
adie the cnof February a list of seven prominent and active pro-Axis 
‘supporters, aigainst whom sufficient evidence was forthcoming, was prepared 
the competent departments of His Majesty's Legation. The names were Vaziri. 
Darugar, Darudi, Atabai, Zulfagmeri, Ghaffari and Daryush. The co-operation 


63 


of the Soviet Embassy was obtained and the list was submitted to the Persian 
Government, with the request that these suspects should be detained under 
Persian police supervision in Eastern Persia. After some delay, the Persian 
Government agreed and gave the necessary assirances to His Majesty's Legation, 
that action would-be taken. Tt was soon learned, however, that three of the 
suspects were still at large. In view of this clear demonstration of bad faith on 
the part of the Persian anthorities, His Majesty's Legation demanded the 
immediate arrest of six of the suspects and their delivery to the British military 
authorities for safe-keepiug. (It was considered desitable that Atabai, being the 
hah’s. brother-in-law, should. still be detained in, East Persia under. police 
supervision.) After considerable hesitation on legal and prestige rounds, five 
‘of the suspects were. at the end of April, handed over to the Briush military 
authorities for internment at Kermanshah under Anglo-Persian xupervision 
The sixth suspect, Vaziri, disappeared mysteriously under the eyes of the police 
and, despite constant representations. by His Majesty's Legation, has not Yet 
been traced, Asa result of further discussions with the Persian authoritie 
some Germans and a few more Persian suspects, including Naser Munshi and 
Abbas Mazdah, were detained for examination by tho Persian police, whilst one 
German was arrested by the British security authorities and sout to Bagdad 
under British military escort. It was not until the middle of July, when a 
reorndescenice of Axis activity broke ont, that a further list of eighteen suspects 
was handed to the Prime Minister, with « request for their arrest and. the 
delivery to the British military authorities. The Primo Minister asked for tin 
for pies but raised no obj 

of the Pe 


manishah for preliminary 
On the 19th July the threo Germans were delivered to the British 
‘Ax a result of further presiure, the Prime Minister agreed on the 
‘Bind July that by the 25th bo would hand over cleven of the eighteen, but no 
action was taken, anc Mr, Sobeily fell from powor son afterwards, 
3%. During the period from the time of the occupation in August 1941 1 
the fall of Me. § Jd heen casen where Persians, liv 
in areas occupied by sent away into 
uncceupied '” territory on the charge of being hostile to the Allies.” Thus 
about twenty persons were deported from Abadan to Tehran at the request of the 
ALOG, aid sevoral wero sent away from Hanadan hy the Political Adviner, 
‘oF at his request. It was an open question whether the best way to deal with such 
eras was to teauafer them to wane part of Pvrnia where they wor no longor 
under our observation, tut it was always realised that the British military 
authorities could not pormit dangerous persons to nvside within theit. nes 
‘These deportations caused much correspondence and discussion between. the 
Persian Government and the legation. Another caus of dispute was the 
vagueness ax to the place of detention of st handed over by: the Persia 
jovernment; some were removed from Kermavahah to Ahwaz, which in summer 
garded rather as the Fretich mgard French Guiana, and the misunder. 
standings and protests were intensified when a yery old. official. named 
Wabbizada, who had been arrested by the British military authorities in the sent 
and removed to Ahwaz, died a few days later, When, therefore, Mr. Sobeily was 
succeeded by Qawamt-al-Naltana, it was decided to try to establish an agreed 
procedure to obviate our having to haggle for each suspect or group of suspects 
and to submit to constant complaints because men already under artest had ‘bee 
moved to Ahwaz, had not been interrog ‘To begin with, a new Ii 
(this list, which bore forty-five names, included a few of the persons named in the 
list of exghteen, and several Germans) was drawn up, consisting entirely of nanex 
of persons implicated in the evidence given by Germans or Persians almeady in 
British custody. His Majesty's Government and the British military 
authorities concerned agreed that suspects should he detained at Sultanabad, 
which is on the plateau, and not sent to Ahwaz ot elsewhere, and His Majesty's 
Government also agreed that the Persians should participate both in the intetroga: 
tion and in the supervision of the suspects, The Prime Minister was prompt to 
secure the arrest of nearly all the persons on the list, and he handed over the 
Germans bat he bel out fo the detention ofthe Persian sugpcts at Tehran, and 
appealed’ to the Foreign Office through the Persian Minister in London 
leanwhile. the press indulged in a violent campaign against the “Allies 
Uis question, and it was several days before the Government's proclamation about 
the powers of military governorship pnt a stop to it. ‘The Prime Minister's 
appeal to London having failed, owing to the proved wureliability of the Persian 



























































police; he agreed to Sultanabad as a place for detention: ‘The procedure which 
Mould govern the detention and interrogation of all suspects was worked ont and 
ayreed {0 by the Persian Government and the egation. "A copy of the condition 
attached 

1 The place of detention at Sultanabad has been ot ready and the fist 
batch of suspects was despatched thither from Tehran on the 24th September. 

‘One of the difficulties against which we have had to fight has been the 
lack of support from our allies. ‘The United States Minister was inclined at first 
to consider the original Persian ‘proposals adequate, vie.. that the suspecta 
Should be detained ‘at ‘Tehran and tried by Persian law. He was eventually 
Terstaded to go a0 far asto assure the Persian Government that the fifth column 
Was a real danger which they ought to eliminate, but by then the question of 
Prinipie had, i Tact, beon settled The Soviet Embasay has evidently received 

von not tos anything which might be interpreted as interference in the 
internal affairs of Persia, and has q d this principle more than one 
ocension, 80 that it could hot be expected that they would put pressure on the 
Freminn Government Ta suppore of oar auspect policy. This hax, however, not 
ner tevin to eelere out help oe various cccanions, "It woo at Saviek 
Traigution that we rested the Swiss Legation to repatriate two Swiss subjects 
hithtto resident at Meshed and alleged by the Russians to be anti-Ally 
Similarly, in Tabriz, when the Russians wished to secure the arrest of a namber 
of periods alleged to be indulging im anti-Ally propaganda, they tried to obtain 
the support of His Majesty's Consul-General, who wisely cunfined his support 
to giving, the local authorities a list of the persons who he believed to be engaged 
in such propaganda.” It is our contention that in places in which they have 
troops te Hussiana muit be responsible for securing the arrest of suspects; if 
they like to leave the aspects for the Persians to keep in detention, their 
AMfair, Tn places where there are British troops, we should not ask the Russians 
to intervene with us if we wished to eliminate dangerous elements, 

To mum up: the agreement is inapplicable in arens where there are 
Rowan troops becntuse the Soviet Embassy were not a patty to it, and we canto 
accept the odivm of participating in their requests for arrest’ and detention 
specially whet, as happened in ‘Tehran recently. they want to secure the arrest 
of people against whorn we have nothing at all. In areas where there are British 
Trepps! exceptional action May sometintes be necessary, Fg. ‘prove essential 
to remove from Abadan considerable numbers of persons whose apes is 
soaridored dangerods but who canitiot be sent to Sultanabad, because the evidence 
tigniust thein is embarramingly Weak for production before the Persians on the 
Haein ciMterrogation. Tn Uhese cases it may be nevessary to turn minor suspects 
Pane in “unoccupied” territory, though i is assimed that this would be done 
through the intermediary of the Persian police, and not by any British authority 
direct. 

Ty ‘Tho Porsian Government recently arrested several persons on suspicion 
of basing there an some plot againet the Government and applied to us to se 
Chuther we could supplement their evidence. This was encouraging, aince our 
Pront difficulty has been that the Persian Government and people have hitherto 

rail little attention to our Warnings about the fifth column, partly because they 
Pave had no direct experience of the danger, and partly, of course, because they 


thought that any danger there might be was directed only against the Allies If 
the Persian Government would take action against some suspects, it would justify 
‘Our muspect policy! moreover, the Persians could inflict heavy punishment, 
‘thereas all ‘we ean do is to detain suspects indefinitely at Sultanabad. 
Unfortnnately, after a few days, all the persons arrested at the instigation of the 


Persian Government were released, 


Tehran, September 25, 1042. 


R, W. BULLARD. 


‘Sub-Enelosure 1 


Sir K. Bullard to the Minister for Foreign A fairs 


Tehran, September 2, W942 
ial Goverament’s 


© 


2, I also confirm the oral agreement. made between your Excellency and 
myself, viz., that these conditions refer not only to suspects already in detention 
on the 17th September, 1942, but to any other Persian suspects whom the Persian 
authorities may arrest in future atthe request of His Majesty's Legation 
‘avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your Excellency the ascuranc 
of my highest consideration. 2 pie eae 
R. W. BULLARD, 


Sub-Enelosure 2. 
(Translation,) 


Agreemient concerning the Detention and Interrogation and Supercition of the 
Persian Seapects at Sultanabad (Arak). " 


THE Persian suspects are to be sent from the place where they are now under 
detention to Sultanabad (Arak), in which city a placo of detention will be 
‘pened for the, : 

2 In accordance with the legation note No, 1241 of the Sth Shabrivar, 1921 
27th Avgust, 1942), the Persian suspects who are now in the hands of British 
officials, whether in Tehran, or in Ahwaz, or elsewhere, will be sent to Sultanabad 
(Arak) 

3. Tu accordance with the legation’s note No, 1281 of the 23rd Murdad, 1821 
(14th August, 1942), Persian officials may co-operate with the British officials 
in guarding and in interrogating the suspect 

4. The Tmperial Government will appoint 4 person as a commissionor to be 
preseat at the joint investigations 

5, In accordance with the legation’s note No. 1231 of the 28rd Murdad, 1921 
(14h August, 1942), the suspect who, aftor investigation, aro found to bo not 
guilty will bo immediately released, 

6. In accordance with the logation's note No. 1281 of the 28rd Murad, 1321 
(14th “August, 1942), the suspects whose guilt is confiemed will be kept after the 
interrogation at Sultanabad (Arak), and not at Ahwaz, or any other place 

7. The xame procedurw an ix being adopted with regard to the persons who are 
now being sent to Sultanabad (Arak) will be adopted with regard to all the othor 
Persians who up tothe present have bre ake nto detention 

interrogation will be begun na soon ax porsible after the arrival of 
the suspects at Soltanabad (Arak), and a decision concerning their fate wil be 
taken with the utinowt despatch 

9, Steps will be taken to secure the comfort of the sumpecta. The anspects 
will be allowed to have contact with and to receive their familion and other 
persons only in accordance with rules which will be drawn up hy agivement 

tween the Imperial Government's commissioner and the Commanding Officer of 
the British troops 

10, The commissioner of the Imperial Government and Persian guardian 
will reside at Soltanabad (Arak) until the completion of the interrogations. After 
the completion of the interrogations, the Persian interrogators will return, but 
the commissioner of the Imperial Government will stay at Sultanabad (Arak) s0 
Jong as the suspects whose guilt is established are in detention 


Dated the 26th Shahrivar, 1321 (7th September, 1942) 





(B 6200/15/34) No. 31 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran). 

No. 231.) 

Sir, Foreign Offer, October 28, 1942. 
THE Persian Minister came to see me this morning to discuss his 

Government's economic difficulties, and in particular their need for wheat 

Mr, Tagizadeh maintained that the Persian Government had done everything 

within their power to check hoarding. They had agreed to offer a greatly 

Tnereased prick for wheat and had alo set up'e Ministry of Food. Neverthless 

they had heen unable to secure any appreciable quantity of wheat, and the public 

now feared that there would be a serious shortage during the coming year. 
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2. In order to allay these anxieties, the Persian Government wished to 
establish a reserve of wheat in Tehran, which could be drawn upoo in an 
emergency. They had therefore suggested that His Majesty's Government and 
the United States Government should make a joint Declaration, in which they 
‘would promise in certain cireumstances to make isp any deficiency in cereals whiel 

ht arise in Persia, The Minister understood that you and your United States 
colleague had agreed to the text of this Declaration, except Yor the last clause, 
Which provided that a reserve of 25,000 tons of wheat should be established in 
‘Tehran 
‘I told Mr. Taqizadeh that T really could not believe that Persia needed 
wheat at the present moment, The country was normally self-supporting in 
cereals and the harvest was only just over. There must be any amount of wheat 
in the country, and it was up to the Persian Government to make a really serious 
ffort to secure this wheat. Mr. Taqizadeh explained that his Government were 
extromely anxious to establish @ reserve at Tehran. I said that, before we could 
decide whether it was necessary to ship any wheat to Persia, we should have to 
have more information about the stocks now available in the country. under 
stood that Mr. Sheridan, the American Food Adviser, was investigating this 
‘question; if he found that it would be necessary to import some wheat into Persia 
Hefore the next harvest, we shoald have to consider what we could do to help. “But 
the Minister must realise that, in any case, it would be at least three months 
before any wheat could reach Persia from North America. For the immediate 
future, it was therefore up to the Persians to help themselves, Even if it should 
prove necessary to ship wheat to Persia, the Minister would realise that this 
{tailed diverting ships from elzewhere and thos indirectly prolonging the war 
Wowwuld vot undertake to do this, unless it was absolutely essential 

4. Me. Taqizadeh then turned to the question of our request for further 

supplies of rinks He explained that the note ime had already been greatly 
during the last year and his Government feared that any furthe: 
incre uid ead to inflation, I reminded the Minister that inthe Financial 
‘Agreoment his Government had undertaken to make avai 
nect our needs, As an instance of the way ia which we had fulfilled our obli 
tions under the agreement, I mentioned that we had only recently provided. gold 
to the value of €2 million, [twas now up to the Persian Governinent to do their 
part by providing the rials wo needed. I did not consider that. the Persian 

Wwornmont were entitled to link up the question of supplying rials with the 
entirely separate matter of wheat supplies. But L undertook to consider what 
Could bo done to help the Persian Government over wheat, if our information 
thowed that imports would really be necessary. ‘ 

5. Mr, ‘Tagizndeh also mentioned his Government's need for lorries. 1 
explainod that we fully aympathised with the Persian Government's difficulty in 
tile respects unfortunately, we ourselves were also extremely short of lorries, but 1 
would axe what we could do to help. Finally, the Minister gaye me an aide: 
tnémoire covering the points which he had discussed with me. 


Lam, &. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 





Mr. Eden to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Moscow), 


Foreign Offer, November 3, 1942. 

THE Soviet Ambassador came to see me on the Srd November to discuss 
recent developments in Persia. I gave him a note on various outstanding 

fuestions, such ax our need for local currency, the wheat situation, the possible 
dissolution of the Majlis and the need for Sir R. Bullard to receive stronger 
‘support from the Soviet Ambassador in Tebran. 

2. On the subject of the present shortage of wheat, the Ambassador agreed 
that Persia should normally produce sufficient. wheat for her own needs, and that 
the chief reasons for the present shortage were the Persian Government's failure 
to deal adequately with the problem of boarding and the shortage of lorries, 
‘which hindered the transport of wheat from oue area to another. 

T suggested that moch of the troable was doe to the refer of the 
Russian authorities to allow wheat to be sent, as usual, to Tehran from 








or 


Azerbaijan and Khorassan, To this the Ambassador replied that, as food 
stuffs used to be smuggled out of their zoné, the Soviet authorities hind set up 
a system of controls over all food.stufls leaving the areas which they occupied. As 
a result of complaints from the Persian Government, the Soviet authorities 
had recently agreed that 35,000 tons of food-stufis should he sent to Tehran 
from Azerbaijan. When T said that this was the first I hnd teard of 
this dec Maisky admitted that he did not know if the 35,000 tons had 
actually been sent to Tehran, 

4. M. Maisky added that, in his Government's view, there wore also other 


increased 
imports 

what his 
Excellency had told /e agreed that tho British and Soviet authorities in 
Persin should be asked to do their utmost to check the smuggling of food-stuffe 
‘over these frontiers, T explained that we imported large quantities of food-stufls 
both for our troops in Persia and for the Poles. Moat of the Polish troops had 
already left Persia and we wore doing our best to find accommodation elsewhere 
for the civilians. Here we were faced with the additional difficulty of finding, 
shipping to transport them to their now homes. M, Maisky at ane moment 
suggested that the food situation might be improved if we wore both to reduce 
the number of our troops in Pers; ours he estimated at 150,000 T gave 
him no reason to think that we should do so, but undertook to 1 niow 
whether the number of our troops in Persia was a4 great as he had stiggested, 
id told hitn T felt confident it was not. T emphasined that we hud been partion: 
larly careful not to reinforce our troops in Persia more than was strictly necessary. 
‘since any such reinforcements would neceasarily reduce the volume of supplies 
which could be sent to Russia across Persia. reply to a question the 
Ambassador said Russian forces numbered between three and four divisions, be 
thoogtt 
Having dealt with the reasons for the whout shortage, the Ambassador 
asked what we proposed to do about iT explained that the Allied Supplies 
Executive had just agreed that 5,000 tons of wheat should be programmed for 
shipment to Persia in November and another 5,000 tons in December. Further 
shipments would be urgently considered, We were aleo discussing with the 
United States Government the ise of declaration whereby our two Govern- 
ments would undertake to do their utmost to mpply cereals to Persia in case of 
need, provided that the Persians had done thoir part by carrying out. the 
recommendations of the American Food Adviser and the Road ‘Transport Com- 
mittee. While it would be somo months before any wheat from North America 
could reach Persia, the Persian Government seemed to think that the proposed 
declaration would strengthen their position in the country and would make it 
easier for them to induco the Majlis to pass the legivlation necessary for supplying 

the Allies with Persian currency 

7. The Ambassador thought his Government might wish to be associnted 
with the proposed Anglo-American Declaration. T explained that we had not 
previously suggested this, ax we assumed that the Soviet Government. would ot 
At present be able to undertake to supply wheat to Persia. But if they wished 
to participate in the declaration, and to assume their share of the obligations 
which it would impose on us, we should be very glad. The Ambassador also asked 
whether i¢ was intended that his Government should be represented on the 
pi Road Transport Committee. I replied that if the Soviet Government 
‘wished to be represented on this committee, their assistance would no doubt. he 
welcome to the British authorities. M. Maisky undertook to consult his 
Government on both these points. 

8. The Ambassador said that his Government agreed in principle that the 
Majlis should be dissolved, but thought that the time and manner of its dissolu- 
tion should be settled locally. T suggested that this was one of the matters in 
which the Soviet Ambassador at Tehran should be instructed to concert action 
with Sir R. Bullard. The suggestion in the note I had given M. Maisky, that 
a greater degree of co-operation was needed between our representatives. at 
Tehran bad evidently struck home, as he maintained that the Ambassador had 
to coumalt his Goveroment on ceriain points and M. Smirnov could not give 
Sir R. Bullard stronger support than he at present did. M. Maisky thought 
that what was needed was closer co-operation. I pomted ont that Sir R, Bullard 
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was left to take the lead in pressing the Persian Government. ot 
Of common concern, such as our need for rials, and urged that ME. Si 
be instructed to give him fuller support. At M. Maisky’s request, I undertook 
to Int im have some eonoreto suggestions as to how faller co-operation between 
‘our representatives at Tehran could be achieved. 
Tam, & 
ANTHONY EDEN. 





[ B 6455/57/34) No. 33. 


Consul Cook to Mr. Kden—(Recvived November 4.) 
(No. 23) 
HIS Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Seeretary of State for Foreign AMairy and bas the honour 
1o transmit to him a copy of his monthly diary for September 1942. 


Kermanshah, October 7, 1942. 


Enclogure in 


Kermanshah Monthly Diary for September 1942. 
Kurdistan, 

‘THE general situation has been quieter of late, and no incidents have been 
reported since the holding up of an Anglo-Lranian Oil Company vehicle on the 
‘Sth September on the Paitak Pasa, “Some of the sub-tribes carry on the usual 
sniping of each other, and it is said that bullets crack most nights around, the 
villages. marauders wishing to find out what, defences can be offered. The 

mdarmerie are, of cour, completely absent from most parts of the district 
‘Rho nuthortties would like to disarm certain trites, but reatise that this would 
sifer immediate temptation to their, neighbours for loting and paying off old 
scores. Ail the same there is confidential talk of dealing thoroughly. with the 
Kalkhanis shortly when they come down fro f intr 
buting their chieftains in other parte of Pe Reza Shah model, 1f 
this means that people like the turbulent and mischief-making Shamseddin 
Haidari will bo repressed, it is all to the good, but such intriguing and ambitious 
Kutdich personalities are generally " well in" with the Governor-General, Ama 
i-Kull, # that little real action is taken. ‘There has been some heart-burni 
among the Sinjabis, fifty of whose headmen came towards the end of the month 
to Kermanahah to complain of the excessive extortions of their bakshdar, 2 
Khan, and to ark for his replacement, An usual, they also came to thia consulate 


for sympathy and support, not forgetting lo add that their oppressor was a 
veel Rnown pro-German syipathiser (is Father and uncles were, In fact othe 


Turco-German side in 1916-17, and one uncle is in Germany now), and had been 
organising robberies of British camps and dumps in this district, Inner circles 
nuggest, however, that Asker Khan bas not been paying his proper “dues” to 
the Governor-General, and must therefore make room for someone more amenable. 
2. 1 ie surprising that conditions should be eo quiet when oficial etrol 
is x0 exiguous. In some districts Kurdish heaclmen openly say that there is no 
Government these days, and certainly the authorities are Houted as far as 
smuggling and hoarding of wheat are concerned in many patts. Possibly the 
Tnuter activities have kept them too busy for other mischief, which will come 
later. 
4. There has been some robbing of British military camps, even radio-sets 
having been carried off, but sterner precautions have improved matters, and the 
resenve of Assyrian guards (Iraq Levies) has no doubt bad its effect, as they are 
Known to tend to aboot frat and challenge afterwards. At one Lime there wen a 
idea of enrolling Kurdish guards on the system of setting a thief to catch a thief; 
tetting & eat to guard bowls of cream would be an apter metaphor, and nothing 
has come of it 


Person Administration 

4. The Governor-General, Ammir-i-Kull, was ill during the greater part of 
the month, which was convenient for him in a way at a time when the Prime 
Minister in Tehran and the British Consulate at this end. were worrying him to 
take strong measures against his profiteering and hoarding friends and 
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acquaintances, which he bas obviously no intention of doing. Most of the local 
government devolved upon the weak shoulders of the Governor Mustashari, who 
Continues to be well disposed towards ns, but apparently incapable of carrying 
out any of our recommendations. General Shahbakti remains in the background 
and piously declines to intervene in the civil administration, it is hurd to credit 
him with innocent motives, and possibly he has no wish to take any unpopular 
remedial action while he watches the said administration daily losing. prestige 
and ordinary respect in town and country. 

5. The unwanted Director of Finance, Majidzadeh, was very suddenly 
replaced at the beginning of the month by Mr, Shams Nakhai, who is reputed to 
be honest and intelligent, and who certainly has few illusions about the difficulties 
of his task at present, or about the characters of the local landowners and 
merchants who are out'to thwart any attempts at proper efficient government 
Towards the end of the month Kermanshat at last obtained a mayor in the 
person of Mr. Sharif an oficial from Tehran, who gives an impression of energy 
and certainly has dealt straightway a few strokes of a new broom in the Augeai 
stables of the local municipality. He even ventured to confiscate some thous 
of hoarded eggs, but the only result was a strike of egg-sellers for some day 
and higher prices than ever. 

6. A finance official from Ahwaz, named Ghulam Ali Khan Zanganeh, 
managed to transfer himself here during the month and called on the consulate 

lare his unbounded loyalty. In the consulate's opinion there are already 
oo many of the Zanganeh family benefiting in this district from the elevated 
mn of their obliging relative, the Amir-i-Kull, and as this now arrival 
brought with him an undesirable reputation for pro-Nazi leanings he was soon 
sent packing by our military authorities, 
Food Supply. 

7. The wheat question remains depressingly where it was a month ago, and 

the combination of unprincipled Jandowners and corrupt local officials may. be 
id to have defeated the Tehran Government's attempts to secure the proper 
wwota of grain at official prices. This consulate and its liaison officers have dono 
their best to improve matters, but have rather found themselves in the position 
of a refereo in a disreputable football match, with no whistle, no power to stop 
the play and wo authority to send anyone off the fild. All appeals either to the 
local aithorities or to the Persian authorities in Tehran to apply their own laws 
‘of to arrest even a handful of the known worst oflenders have suet with no 
use, except more exhortations and empty threats. The result is that at the 

end of September, with all the harvest gathered and threshed and largely hidden 
away, the official Kermanshah stocks of wheat were under 350 tons, or leas than 
wys' supply for the town, In the smaller country towns the position is worsd, 

the midst of a wheat-growing district bread is either unobtainable at times 

ld at three times or more the official rate. Meanwhile, Tehran circles are 
insisting on their urgent need to take wheat for themselves from the arens.a fow 
miles east of Kermansbah, and the local officials are insisting equally strongly 
on their intention not to allow this to happen until local supplies for the winter 
have been first collected—a slow and difficult task in present conditions, ‘The 
Tehran attitude is understandable, but would be more logical if they had done 
anything at all effective during the Inst three months to. see that. the quite good 
local harvest in other parts of the Kermanshah area had not been smuggled out 
or hidden away under the eyes of their police, gendarmerie and military forces, 

8 Following a certain amount of exhortation and reprimand from Tehran, 
including a personal message from the Prime Minister, the local officials on the 
15th September made a show of trying to force the recalcitrant landowners into 
signing the undertakings to deliver their fair surpluses of wheat which. they 
should have signed in August, Amid much moaning and protest, the landlords 
sigued for miserable quantities of hetween a tenth and a quarter of the amounts 
‘assessed for each by the Finance Department, which in turn were, of course, less 
than the real available amounts in proportion to the  induoements” profiered 
to the official assessors beforehand, The trick, however, was 0 evident and 90 
unsatisfactory that even the Governor-General was forced to insist on larger 
undertakings, possibly because it was foresen that otherwise the local needs af 
the town woald not be met. No one, of course, pretends to care a rap whether 
the need of the capital and other unproductive parts of Persia wil be assist 
in any way—unless these are willing later on to pay inflated black market rates 
for the grain now being beld back and hidden away. The uncontrolled price has 
now risen so high (1,000 rials to 1,200 rials per kharwar) that it is repeatedly 
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reported that wheat is being smuggled back again into Persia over the Iraq 
border at 900 rials. ‘There are districts along the border from Qast-i- 
Shirin southwards to Pusht-i-Kub where the peasants have no wheat even for 
seed, and little prospect at present of being assisted by the Finance Department. 

‘9, As a result of instructions received from Tebran, the arrangement at the 
‘end of the month was that, if landlords would not sign their proper undertakings, 
the Finance Department's statement of the quantity assessed in each individual 
case would carry full weight, just as if duly signed for. It remains to be seen, 
however, whether the obstinate landowners will deliver those amounts, as so far 
they have liad no reason to fear any real official sanction or retribution. 

14. Thay had plenty of inducement to resist, on the contrary, when the news 
leaked out of the Tehran authorities’ intention to purchase as much wheat as 

possible on the open market through the Agricultural Bank. That scheme has 
been shelved, but the effect has been unfortunate, and in any case it is known 
that there is now a free market in Khuzistan, not far away. Besides this it is 
becoming known that the Royal Engineer authorities in charge of road-building 
and defence works in this area are arranging to buy wheat at uncontrolled prices 
for their Persian labourers. ‘This shoald theoretically come from peasants’ 
surpluses, leaving landiords’ surplus to the Finance Department, but most small 
peamints’ surpluses have been already sold to private hoarders, and it is the 
landlords who will benefit. 

11 It js difficult to see what will be the outeome of all this, anless hanger 
and brvad:rits in the winter nod spring. ren now the caches of the boarders 
could be discovered, but it will be difficult to find them once anow fas fallen, and 
by then transport to the needy areas will be diffielt, if not impossible. 


Keonomie Situation, 


"he 

‘pair of ordinary locally:made 

claxs, auch as clerks and minor Government employces, are feeling the pinch, and 
the poorest classes must find it hard to live. Any day in the main street one may 
see children practically naked, and wretched hogging women who are hardly 
decently covered by one ragged garment 

13. Hoarding, corruption and maldistribution are to blame for the high 

rices of many commodities, but the increasing needs of the British forces in t 
locality cannot but have their effect on the prices of fruit, vogetables, meat, eggs 
‘and firewood. Carefal comparisons show that the cost of living has increased 
by over 90 per cent since a year ago. Some articles, such ae batter, rice, milk 
Botton, gee, have risen in price by 180 per cent. or 200 per cet, during the 
last six months. 

14, Peasants who have sold their surplus wheat to private boarders at 
“black” rates are happy, but may be less so when they find that their money will 
purchase less and less. Peasants from the non-agricultural districts who relied 
on wool and gum tragacanth have heard of a welcome improvement in prices 
during the month. Tt is said that enquiries from Russian wool-buyers and better 
chances for the export of gum to New York and London are responsible for this 
change from teeent inactivity 

15. Asusaal in the autumn buying period there has been a shortage of smal? 

currency in the town, but this year the position has become much more acute, 
owing to the spending of money by British troops. The Bank Mellie have done 
Tittle or nothing to remedy matters. 
Political. 
16, The Soviet Consul, M. V. Chvetsov, was transferred from Kermanshah 
at very short notice in mid September. He was instracted 1 report to his embassy 
in Tehran, without knowing to what new post be was appointed. No successor 
thas arrived, but the senior vice-consul is acting for the time being. 

17. Tt is fairly certain that pro-Nazi feeling here has recently declined, at 
Yeast among the civilians ‘The more intelligent confess that they no longer trust 
German news and propaganda, and there are signs that the BBC. news in 
Persian every evening is being more widely listened to. It is already being taken 
for granted that the Germans have failed to advance far enough this summer to 
conquer the Caucasus before winter sets in, and on the whole people are relieved 
that Persia is spared from scenes of fighting for another spell. The news of the 





it 


German leaflet raid on Pablevi soon arrived here, but caused no particalar 

Although pro-Nazi feeling has declined for the momen, it would be 
nistake to suppose that the inhabitants are becoming correspondingly more 
pro-Ally. On the other hand, there are signs that the younger generation are 
wanting to learn more English, both in school and private classes, and are less 
keen to learn French as a principal language. 


‘A shop bas now been hired by the consulate in the main street for the 

of posters and photographs and for the reading and distribution of 

lets, &e. So far attendance has heen gratifying, although composed chiefly 
wolboys and young men. 

19. About 300 people come to listen to the BBC. news every evening in 
the consulate’s broadcasting hall, but most of them slip away immediately after 
wards instead of staying to hear the Bakn, Tehran and Delht news bulletins (the 
Inttes at ra being somewhat, to Inte for our purpose) 

20, ‘The Soviet Consulate has arranged with the police for a small hoarding 
‘at the side of our own in the town square. Rut whereas the British display is 
mostly of attractive coloured posters and large photographs with little or no 
letter-press, the Rossian is rather like an illustrated newspaper and seems to 
attract much less attention 


General 

21. The main street of Kermanshah, which carries a great deal of our 
military trafic is falling into a bad state of repair. The mayor has asked for it 
to be asphalted by Kampsix or the British roadmaking authorities, but there is 
no chance whatever of this being done at present. 

22" An interesting sidelight on the present state of Persian adminiatration 
was given when the Governor-General recently asked His Majesty's Consul for 
his good olfices in trying to obtain # Persian exit viaa for an influential Persian 
friend of his who wished to make the pilgrimage to Kerbela rag, The friend 
had duly applied through the local chief of police, who had had to refer the 
application to Tehran, and it was realised even by the Governor-General that 
the chances of « reply within a reasonable period were small, unless the consulate 
here and the British Legation in Tehran tight be willing to intervene. 


F. A. G. COOK, Consul 
Kermanshah, October 1, 1942. 


(B 6814 /122/ No. 34 


Mr. Eiden to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Moscow). 
(fo. 308) f 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 17, 1942. 

THE Soviet Ambassador handed me this afternoon’ the attached ‘etter to 
Sir A. Cadogan on the subject of the situation in Persia. I read through this 
document and told the Ambassador that the import by us of 20,000 tons of wheat 
into Persia was not intended to meet the increased demands created by Allied 
troops or the stay of Poles in the country. As I had explained to him before, 
Yosh of these groups were being separately supplied 

2. As regards the last paragraph, T told tho Ambassador that 1 did not 

‘understand his Government's comments. When we said that extra food 
could only be brought into Persia at the expenge of Anglo-American sypplis 
to Russia, this was not a statement of opinion but merely a statement of fact 
We fuily realised the Russian difficulties and the capacity of the railway was 
being developed as fast as possible in any event. If more food had to be carried 
‘on it, less goods of other kinds could be transported, 

3. Ambassador did not dispute this, but said he thought the important 
factor which emerged from his letter was that M. Smirnay. had been instructed 
to work clowly with Sir Reader Bullard and with the United States Mi 
In his Excellency's view it should now te possible for most of the difficulties 
to be hatmered out on the spot in Tehran. 

Tam, &e, 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


[25053] r4 
































Enclosure in No, 34. 
M. Maivky to Sir A, Cadogan, 


My dear Sir Alexander, November 16, 1942. 
IN reference to your letter of the 30th October, No. E 6314/928/G, on the 
instructions of my Government I have to reply as follows :— 


(1) The Soviet Government fully shares the viewpoint of the British Govern 
ment on the necessity of settling the question of satisfying the needs of local 
currency. Tt has accordingly given the necessary instructions to the Soviet 
Ambassador at Teheran to mutually co-operate with his British and American 
Colleagues in order to secure the necessary local currency required to supply 
Allied troops in Iran and for the transportation of goods to the Soviet Union, 
It is hoped that the common efforts of the Allied representatives will secure the 
positive settlement of this question without haying recourse to the forceful 
Meastires mentioned in the British note. ‘The Soviet Government is of the opinion 

st rials needed to cover expenses connected with the transportation of goods to 
the U.SS.R. cannot cause considerable difficulties, and still less cause a critical 
in supplying the Allies in Tran with local currency. 

1 settling the question of supplying Iranian currency to the Allies, it seems 
necessary to relieve, as far as possible, the apprehension of the Iranian Govern- 
ment which it voiced previously when a siznilar question was raised, lest the issue 
of rial notes in ever growing numbers without sufticient marketable commodities 
to cover it, would result in the deterioration of the rial with all the consequences 
it implies for the economic and political situation of the country. 

Vith regard to the statement contained in your letter’ that the Soviet 
Ambassador previously did not inform the British Minister, Sir Reader Bullard, 
boat the draft financial agreement propowed by the Soriet ‘Government to Iran 
this appears to have arisen from tho fuct that until lately the British side in Tran 
did not convey any advance information to the Soviet Ambassador there on 
similar steps it was taking. ‘The Soviet Goverament fully shares the opinion of 
the British Government that it is desirable in future regularly to effect such a 
mutual exchange of information, The Soviet Government bas already instructed 
its Ambassador in Iran to fally acquaint Sir Reader Bullard with the draft of 

Soviet-Franian proposal concerning payments on the basis of which negotia. 
tions are being conducted now in Teheran between the representatives of th 
Governments of the U.S.S.R. and Tran. 

(@) The Soviet Government notes with satisfaction the unity of the two 
Governments on the fact that at present, after the Vaan | of the crops, Iran 
hhan at her disposal a sulficient amount of wheat to satisfy the needs of the 
population, ‘The difficulties which arose in the supply of cereals in some regions of 

Pan originated from defects in otganising the collection of cereals and in the lack 
Of sufficient transport facilities With a view to overcoming the difficulties which 
now exist in the supply of foodstuffs to Teheran, the Soviet Government informed 
tho Government of fran of its willingness to export from Tran Azerbaidjan up 
to 39,000 tons of wheat for supply to Teheran from the surplus wheat now 
existing in that region, and which is assessed by the British Mission in Iran at 
40,000 tons. 

‘Taking into consideration the presence of surplus foodstuffs in Northern 
Tran, the Soviet Government, in order to secure foodstuffs and fodder required 
ly, Soviet troope In Trap, Mae requested the Iranian Government to supply 
5,000 tons of wheat, 15,000 tons of barley and 30,000 tons of rice According 
to information received the Eranian Government has no objection to meeting this 
request of the Soviet Government for the supply of wheat, batley and rice fa the 
quantities stated above, Thus, it is not possible to ‘accept as correct. the 
information that the Tranian authorities are alleged to be apprehensive about 
the purchases of wheat barley and rice by Soviet organisations in Tran resulting 
in worsening the deficiency of cereals available for the Iranian population. The 
intended parchase of 5,000 tons of wheat in the Iranian-Azerbaidjan region for 
the supply to Soviet troops stationed there coincides simultaneously with the 
export to Khorasan province of Iran of 2-3,000 tons of Soviet wheat, in addition 
to more than 3:00 tons of wheat which were guite recently sent to Tran frum the 
Soviet Union. ‘The purchase of 15,000 tons of barley as fodder for Soviet troops 
in Tran does not belong tothe category of foodstuls required by the population, 
and this cannot therefore be considered as a measure which would aggravate the 
food situation in Tran 
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___ With regard to: the purchase af 30,000 tons of rice for export to the Soviet 
Union, it must be noted that this transaction does not go beyond the normal limits 
of goods turnover between the Soviet Union and Iran. Moreover, in former yours 
Iran exported quantities of rice to the Soviet Union considerably. in excess of 
30,000 tons, 

The Soviet Government notes with satisfaction your statement that the 
British Government propose to import into Iran in the near future 20,000 tons 
of wheat, This importation will help. to a certain degree, in satisfying the 
increased needs of Iran for foodstufls as a result of the increased number of 
Allied troops stationed chee, and ofthe prolonged stayin Tran of a wonsiderable 
number of Poles who were evacuated from the USSR. 

The Soviet Government begs to note the information that the British 
Government, in consultation with the Government of the United States of 
America, is considering issuing a declaration in which these two Governments 
Will undertake the responsibility of making. up the real deficiency of cereals in 
Tran until the new crops are gathered, At the ame time the Soviet Government 
‘cannot but express its surprise at the statement that if tho Soviet military units 
in Northern Iran will in future be supplied from local resources, then the 
necessary importation of coreals in Tran will be made at the expense of a 
corresponding reduction in Anglo-American supplies to the USSR. The Soviet 
Government is of the opinion that Great Britain and the United States of America 
are very well aware of the food difficulties of the U.S.S.R. caused by the temporary 
Joss of the Northern Caucasus and the Ukraine, and consequently thinks that 
Bsiuish and American supplies of cereals to. Tran should, under no circumstances, 

vo an adverse effect. on the amount and in the time of arrival of 3 10 
dave an adv ime of arrival of supplies 
Yours sincerely, 


J, MAISKY. 





(1B 6920/21/34) No, 85, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Reevived November 24.) 
(No. 876) 
‘Sir, Tehran, Nocomber 10, 1942. 

1 HAVE the honour to supplement my despatch No, 303, dated the 
BWth October, Ly trabxnitting vo you herewith copies of two papers, viz, a note(’) 
ated the 2th October, in which is Majesty's Consul clenetal, at Tabris 
comments on the aide-mémoire from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated the 
301 October. of which copy was set fo You in ty alveementioned despatch, 
‘fand secondly a despatch No. 15, dated the 22nd October, in which Mr. Urqubart 
dingrone and prescribes for the Kurdish problem in Azerbaijan, The despatch, 
with which Tam in full agreement, is exceptionally able, and T trust that its 
inevitable Jength wil {hot prevent ite receiving the attention ita deserves. It 

tains too much material to be summarised easily, but the ‘in points are 
brongh ‘out in paragraph 2 below. a ae a 

2 Mr. Urquhart’s examinatior 
Russians first encouraged the Kurd: 
partly because the Kurds have 
military value of the Kurds to them has dimin 
(on the frontier improved. Seein 
support, the Kurds 
may not find themselves left to face th 
about for a policy to meet that situatic 
tactfully the relatively smail incident 
expense of the Rasians. Suspicion of Hirt 

*n aroused in the minds of the Russians—a suspicion which the Kurds m vel 
have tried to foster for their own ends—and it behoves ts to endeserr ng alles 
that bin eg With an eye on the more distant future we must “ what may 
Be essle to help, the moderate man to evolve a mud eieend whic will not 

ic revision when the occupation comes to an end.” Mr. Ui 
has advised Ghazi Mubammad and other leaders to lay their ‘canteen ee 


n quiet, 


ing exploited yery 
ed ground at the 
in regard to the Kurds has 


(9) Not printed, 
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the Persian Government. The Governor-General, after receiving some good 
advice from Mr. Urqubart, declared his intention to recommend to the Govern- 
ment that a new Kurdish Deputy should be elected (lo replace a man who never 
comes to Tehran), and that certain responsible Kurds should be paid to keep 
‘order. Mr, Urquhart considers the moment unsuitable for secking that Russian 
co-operation which might facilitate a solution of the Kurdish question, in view 
of the Rissiau suspicion aroused by the fact that Mr. Urquhart himself and 
‘Kir Viee-Marshal de Crespigny and his party happened to be in the Mababad 
‘area at the same time, and that the Soviet authorities in Azerbaijan allege 
(without any foundation) that Colonel Lyon and some other person from Iraq 
visited the Kurds in the Rezaieh area 

‘3. The two measures of appeasement proposed by the Governor-General of 
‘Tabriz may meot with practical dilficalties; if we had our way, the Majlis woutd 
cease to exist and the election of another Kurdish Deputy would have to await 
the next general election; while the proposal to pay responsible Kurds to keep 
order is believed to be contrary to the plans for the gendarmerie, which are bev 
evolved under the guidance of the American adviser, Colonel Schwarzkop! 
Mr. Urquhatt’s own plan, to try to induce the Kurds to find and follow a policy 
which will continue to serve them well when there are no Russians and no British 
between them and the Persians, agrees with the policy which we have tried to 
follow in Southern Kurdistan, as both sound and honest. Moreover, it seems to 
be the policy towards which the Soviet authorities are tarning, if they have not 
alveady adopted it implicitly 

4) Unfortunately the Soviet authorities have again been showing some 
suspicion of our intentions in Azerbaijan and pertaps in Persia generally. To 
forestall such suspicion I have always treated the Soviet Ambassador with great 
frankness and kept him fully informed of all our activities. so when the conxul- 
gener! set off for Mahabad without mentioning the imminent arrival of the 
Bipleemarahal (of which he did not then know) it may well have given an ait 
of mystory to an innocent expedition, ‘The presence of armed Assyrians, natives 
of the Reich ares, among the air vice-marshal's guard, will not have helped 
to allay Soviet suspicions. I have. the impression, however, that the Soviet 
authorities may be pursing their suspicions with satisfaction. | When 
Mr. Urguhart wax in Tehran recently, I arranged for him to have a tall with 
the Soviet Ambassador, The ambassador «tid to me afterwards that the talk 
had been interesting, but that Mr, Urquhart’s visit, to Mahabad, and that of 
other representatives,” had" encouraged the Kurds.” [assured him that there 
wore no ther representatives, bot I do not think be wished bis mind to be 
disabused of a belief #0 very convenient to a body of officials, who are probably 
being called to account by the Kromlin for the Rezaich incident and for other 
evidences that the Kurds of Azerbaijan are out of hand, Being unable to cram 
the jinnee back into the bottle, they find it convenient to say that it is the British 
‘who are encouraging hit to be refractory. If there is such « will to believe that 
wo have been intriguing among the Kurds of Azerbaijan, it is no ground for 
hot trying to allay suxpicion, but it is an illustration of the extreme difficulty of 
doing business with Soviet officials who, as Mr Urquhart points out, are not 
norinal, Evidence of their difficulty has come to band daring the writing of this 
despatch; the consul at Kormanshah reports that two representatives of the Soviet 
Consulate at Kermanshah are riding about from village to village in the Sinjabi 
area-a behaviour which we might well treat as suspicious if we wished. 

3. I secured an interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs for 
Mr, Urqubart, whose sane exposition of the Kurdish situation will, [ hope, have 
done something towards dissipating the more foolish of Mr. Sa'ed's views on the 
‘subject. He learned with pleasure that the Persian Government propose to 
reunite the two provinces of Eastern and Western Azerbaijan; this will eliminate 
friction between the chief officials at Tabriz and Rezaieh. 

T am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Minister of State at 
Cairo, to Minbranch, Bagdad, to His Britannic Majesty's Embassy at Kuibyshev, 
and to the Government of India 

Thave, &, 
RW. BULLARD. 


6 
Enclosure in No, 45. 


Consul-General Urquhart to Sir R- Bullard 


Tabriz, October 22, 1942. 

I HAVE the bonoar to send yon herewith detailed notes on my’ visit 
‘Mababad between the 13th and the 15th instant, and for your convenience to set 
forth below certain conclusions which I have drawn. 

2. Russian Policy—I think we have flattered the Russians in s0 far as we 
‘attributed to them a positive or even consistent policy towards the Kurds. I 
suspect that the war and the occupation of Persia caught them unprepared in 
this respect, and that their attitude towards the Kurds has so far been improvised 
‘and subject to the push and pull of their current needs and emotions. Among 
these I detect military necessities, jealougy of the British, with perhaps some fear 
of offending American opinion, and, a poor and increasingly weak third, 
Communist missionary zeal. 

B [find it necessary to remember at all times that our Russian friends 
are not normal. They are not normal in that after twenty-five years in. the 
wilderness they lack the background ther civilised mien: their brains 
work at the mercy of a jumbied deposit of propaganda, uncorrected by any fund 
of experience and observation, In the result they have made a mess of things 
in Azerbaijan, reta only because they have some military strength 
here. Thetr main ied in the belief that Turkey was preparing 
to-stab them in the back, and that the Persians would join in if they could. It 
Jed them to nurse and pet the Kurds as potential allies against the Turks, When, 
‘most unfortunately, Serhang Hashimi began arming groups of peasants in the 
Rezaich area ax a defensive measure against Kurdish raiding in the spring, the 
Rassians saw in this a further danger for themselves, and when the raidig of 

peas for cent 
Reza Shal 


t it to any Persi 
to escape that deduction in view of the iminunity of the Christ 
f the scrupulous direction of the attack on Ajam villagers, 
lected as suitable to carry arms for the Persians, in view 
that the Kurds always began operations by demanding. the 
surrender of arins. In their inexperience the Russians did uot allow for Ajam 
cowardice, for the traditional fear of the Kurdish raiders, a fear magnified Into 
tortor after some years of immunity, They were not prepared to ace the panic 
stricken villagers abandon their homes at the first shot. ‘They must have been 
taken abnck by the fond of Persian propaganda which exaggerated the disaster 
Unroughout Persia, an astute, well-timed, well-executed drive which, at least in 
Azerbaijan, united the peasantry and even the town workers with the landlords 
in detesting Russia and communism. In the last year the Persians have gai 
much ground from the Russians. carpentry 
4. Since my visit to Mahabad I ain persuaded that the Russians wot 
equally confueed and illinspired in thelr dealinge with the Kure, I commend 
as worthy of some consideration the theory that the Baku affair was the outcome 
of jealousy of ourselves, and of a fear lest we should acquire predominating 
influence by becoming the sponsors and protectors of a united Kurdistan. You 
may not be able to accept that theory ax a complete explanation, but I would 
suggest that at least the Russians acted more precipitately, and went further, 
because of a surge of suspicion, than they would have in cold blood, and I believe 
they have since come to repent their suspicion both of us and of the Turks, At 
all events the Kurds have found the promise of Baki unfullilled, and are 
correspondingly disappointed. 
5. T think it py 


ppoi 
wrobable that we have been mistaken in secking always 
Resin policy the explanation for Taian action a all eens, Tenens that 
ave not reckoned on serious initiative from the Kurdish side. Having 
Ghazi Mohammed, I believe him perfectly capable of deliberately using the visits 
of our military officers in order to influence the Russians to serve his own ends 
Having reliable information abut his jubilation after Baku and having witnessed 


his present state of disillusionment, T conclude that he succeed i 

and ‘that he has found the Russian renction dicagrecable I think, tee ata 

ire oe eS samedi Ns se the authors of the drive for Kurdish 
inst attack from auy quarter. TI ian story 

Uthat the Russians took the initiative to arsemble the Kuedish badge Uae 

in early September in order to make them swear fidelity to the Russians, not to 





















































loot any more, and to unite for mutual protection was unsatisfactory in many 
ways. I now believe the initiative came from men like Ghazi Mohammed, who 

hope that by uniting and showing restraint the Kurds may emerge from the 

in an improved position, but who are begianing to fear that at the end of 
the War Britain, America and Russia may be too preoccupied or too exhausted 
to bother about the Kurds, and that if still disanited the tribes will be easy victims 
of Persian revenge. Ghazi Mohammed himself told me that after inviting the 
Kurdish leaders to Usha the Russians tried at the last moment to countermand 
the invitations, The late Soviet Consul-General here begged me most earnestly to 
believe that the Russians had no hand in assembling that conference. If only he 
could have bien frank I think he would have told me that the Kurds were trying 
to get the Russians to sponsor a movement towards Kurdish unity, that the 
Rossians had acquiesced up to a point, and then drawn back. 

6, Russian reaction from the Baku policy has developed into a pose of 
pointedly refraining from interference in Persian internal affairs while frowning 
at the Kurds behind the scenes for any disorderly conduct. They profess to be 
trendy to let the Persians disarm the Kurds, and they are even now helping the 
Persians to re-establish the Azerbaijan division; but I question their sincerity. 
T think they still consider that armed and friendly Kurdish tribes may have 
some potential value, but that they are not prepared to pay the price either with 

and better Baku trips or with support for the ambitions of men like Ghazi 

id. L expect them to use the presence of Persian troops ax a lever for 

scouring the friendship and better discipline of the Kurds, but that they will 

find ways of preventing the Persian troops from forcibly disarming them, The 

fer of the consul-genoral, Mr. Koulagenkov. to Angora, his replacement by 

the first secretary from the embassy in Tehran, the departure of General Melnik 

and a recent summons to the consul in Rezaich to vistt Tehran, may perhaps be 
intorproted as an adinission of dissatisfaction with results so far achieved, 

‘The question now is whether the new men, having realised past mintakes 
and hving freed from the interference of military political commissars, will behave 
moro Wisely than did their predecessors, whether Russia in the second year of 
‘occupation will cut a better figure in Azerbaijan than in the first. TL cannot guess 
tat tho answer, bot Tam sare that the Russians will remain, ax before, the easy 
‘Victims of their morbid suspiciousness, and that we may be able to save them f 
folly if we can avoid cause for suxpicion of our intentions. It sbould, I suggest 
be clearly understood that incursions by British officers into the Rumian zone 
without Russian permission are always ground for resentment and suspicion, and 
that the local information obtained is generally poor value for the wider damage 
which may be done. Further, it would be a wise procaution if officers whose 
duties bring them into contact with Kurds would refuse to listen to political talk, 
singe even a aympathetic hearing may be wrongly constructed 

8. Pervian Policy naturally aims at re-establishment of the authority of the 
‘Tehran Government as quickly and as completely as possible. Moderate men like 
the Governors-General of Eastern and Western Azerbaijan are prepared to move 
slowly and profess a desire to give Kurds better treatment than did Reza Shab 
‘at the other extreme are the army officers like Serhang Hashimi, who would like 
to force the pace, who would ferociously mishandle the Kurds if they could do 
so with impunity. think that, after Hashim’s fino at Rezaih, the officers 
will be held in check as long as the Russians are here, and we must, I suggest, do 
what may be possible to help the moderate men to evolve a modus rivendi which 
will not require drastic revision when the occupation comes to an end. T hav 
discussed the matter with the Governor-General here. 1 put it to him that there 
had been a great improvement in general conditions since the removal of 
Russo-Turkish misunderstanings on the north-west frontier, that the Russians 
were using their influence to promote order, that in a variety of ways the authority 
of the Persian Government was growing througbont Azerbaijan and that even 
the remotest Kurds were beginning to think, with considerable apprehension, of 
the day when Persian troops would again be in control, I told him that 1 advised 
Ghazi Mohammed, Kara Aini Agha and Ali Khan to get in touch with Tebran, 

complaints before the Government, I had also told them in severe 
terms that the Kurds must expect to snffer from the war like any other community, 
that I saw no prospect of easy prosperity, economic or political, and that their 
future depenced on an understanding with the Persians. My advice to him was 
complementary. He must know perfectly well that Britain and Russia wanted 
order and security for their communications. that no one could honestly argue 
now that either was stirring the Kurds to rebellions action against the Govern- 
ment, The Governor. General said, quite explicitly, that he was now satisfied, and 
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would: inform: the Prime Minister, that neither Britain. nor Russia were 
intriguing against the Government with the Kurds; he would also report to the 
Prime Minister that the time is ripe to bridge the gup between the Government 
and the Kurds by the election of a new Deputy. . He would suggest that responsible 
Kards be entrased with the maintenance of order and be paid todo o, each man's 
ay being clearly stated so as to avoid disputes, If the Government agrees. he 
will invite the leaders to Tabriz and he says he is sare they will come, and sulaait 
He would then, he says, hold out the promise af equal opportunity with the other 
subjects of the Shah, and equal privileges in the way of schools, health services 
and so forth, He demurred when I suggested an amnesty; he thought that looted 
Property ought to he restored, but liter gave way, saying that, after all, much 
money had been paid out as indemnity for those whose property had been Tooted, 
Apart from the fact that the looting was much less extensive than it was reported 
to be, and that much of the thieving which took place was wrongly attributed 
to Kurds 1c would ts imposible to trace and recover stolen goods, and the 

attempt to do so would merely provide the Persian troops with a first-c 
Seep mt oa ly provide the Persian troops with a first-class 
9. It would be fcolish pvernor-General’s proposals van 
Progress would te easier if Russian 
he moment suitable for approaching 
my new Russian colleague, and in any case T should not dn sain a toaer of i 
relative importance without your approval. Ax I have reported by telegram, the 
Russians here are a trifle alsof in consequence, I think, of Colonel Lyon's alleged 
sccret meeting with Kurds in the Rezaich district, the Air Vice-Marshal's 
parsage through Mahabad, and niy own visit there (all arrasiged independently) 
and it may take some time and effort to reassure them. Unless T am aure of 
Russian co-operation I propose to let the matter take its course without further 
intervontion, “That itt course will be tortuons is certain. T detect. sharp 
competition between the Governor of Mahabad and the Governor-General. here 
for the landling of the 160,000 or 180,000 rinls monthly subvention which they 
respectively suggest for the Kurds, When T recollect that Amir Assad incurred 
the licen hostility of the Governor-General by goiug to and settling there 
the terms of his appointment as Governor of Mahabad, Tam inclined to belion 
that oven Mr. Fahimny is more concerned Yo secure « ruke-ofl than to pacify the 
turds. TL in possible that his reception of my idea was eager becaltse he Hoped 

that you might be moved by my report to preas forward a scheme whereby’ a In 
emf page would pase throogh his haode to the Kurds” Nevertelows thi 
{i uefa that dhe Persians and the Kurds should bagi to think of recondition, 
During my visit T wax careful to uttor one but se y 
‘and admication for our Russian Allies Ce AES NES aly 

T have 

RW. URQUHART. 
ince this despatch was written I havo been informed by Hie Majesty" 
ires at Bagdad that the report of Colonel Lyon's visit to Ieee 
isa complete fabrication, Thope to turn thiv to gosh necoant Tat © Revaieh 


October Wh, 1942, ae 


a 
E 7042/2067/G) No. 36, 


Mr. Eden to Mr. Bagyallay (Kuibysher 
go 88) Eden to Mr. Baggallay (Kuibysher). 
Leis Foreign Offer, November 24, 1942 

oan! xASKED M. Maishy to call on’ me at the flouse of Gomniors br the 
Mth November, when I arranged with the Secretary of State for War 
for the attendance of two. senior officers from the War” Offs 
Qiajor-General ROK. BL Naylor, Deputy. Quartermaster and 
Major-General D. J. McMullen, Director of Transportation). cperts 
were,as I told his Excellency, in a position to describe what His Majesty's 
Govarnamaie had been doing in the development of the Persian Gulf ports and 
the trans-Persian road and rail rontes, and to explain the difficulties which had 
erpauamtered in carrying out these tasks. As T was obliged to be in my place 
Parliament, the Farhanentary Under Secretary of Sate represented me for 






































2. General Naylor gave the Ambassador a comprehensive account of the 
steps which have been taken from the beginning of September 1941 up to the 
to improve the very limited transportation facilities which then 
‘enclose, for your Excelleney’s information, a copy of the note 
which he spoke 
om we Thecitbascaor, who took-eopious notes throughout and displayed a 
nthe figures given bim by the War Ofice experts, raised a number 
¢ of detail which showed that he was fully conversant with the problem. 
following were the most important matters which were discussed :— 
ere now being run 
Wwere formerly in 
3,000, wagons now 
This compared 


on, each trai 0 
provided with Westinghouse braking 
railway wore exceptionally sti, even for what was 
locomotives tow in service included 

from. the United Kingdom (aud these had had to be converted from coal-burners 
to oikburners) and the engines of American construction, which were now 
beginning to arrive. Besides these, there are six German engines designed for 
the operation of the Kowloon Railway, which we had succeeded in diverting 
fore the fall of Hong Kong, and which are now in India being converted to 
oil-burning prior to deaspateh to Persia 7 4 
To lo Tugther question, General Naylor said that the total tonnage 
carried by. the euilway north of Andimeshk was in, the neighbourhood of 
73,000 tons a month, This Sgure Included 2,000 tng of ia mould bso 

eat aasistance Lo the railway authorities if some of this large volume of fuel, 
ch War at present aking ap valuable space om the noch trains, could 
to supplied instead from the Soviet oil-felda and thus ret free capacity for the 
carriage of munitions and other supplies. Conversations had been opened in 
Tehran where Soviet and British railway experts were working harmoniously 
together, with a view to the necessary arrangements being concluded, and a start 
had been made with sample is Majenty’s Government very much 
hoped, however, that the Sovi d agree to develop this practice, 
and the Ambassador undertook to report ely to hie Government 

7. An regards new railway construction, a track 75 miles long had been laid 
fetween Khorramahahr and Ahwaz which has been in operation for about three 
months, the new line between Tanuma and Ahwaz, a distance of about 30 miles, 

Id shortly be completed, 
Fon a titral MeMullen mentioned the improvement in the operation of the 
railway which would result from the installation of modern telegraph communi- 
tations which enabled @ more efficent control to be established. Hitherto, the 
working had been hampered by the primitive methods in force under Persian 

nt 

raphe Ambassador asked for figures showing the development. of port 
capacity to supplement those given in paragraph 2 (b) of the enclosed 
He was told that Bandar Shahpur had increased its capaci 
‘a day to 1,500 tons a day; Khorramshahr, which had been virtually negligible as 
‘A port, now had a throughput of some 1,300 tons a day; and Ahwaz, the inland 
efter port, could now deal with 900 tons a day as compared with 200 toon 
formerly. " 

0. Discussing the development of the road system of Persia (the total 
injleage of which General Naylor undertook to communicate to,the Ambassador) 
bis Hnellency enquired what the total opacity of the rads was expected 

ch, assuming that all requirements in respect of equipment and personnel 
Tecce Tt was explained thatthe capacity ofthe roads north of Andimeshik was 
Wipresent limited by the rail bottleneck up to that point, since there were no 
roalds yet between there and the ports, although these were under construction. 
‘At present the total tonnage carried by road was approximately 23,000 tons a 
month, divided as follows :-— a eer 
From Bushire z 2500 


roads north of Andimeshk =. 18,000 
Pom Khanikin to Hamadan 71500 


79 


‘The tonnage carried north of Hamadan includes the loads carried by American 
trucks now being assembled by the two assembly plants in operation at Andimeshk. 
General Naylor stated that ihe altimate physical capacity of all available roads 
‘would be in the neighbourhood of 100,000 tons a mouth, but he promised to verify 
more exactly what this estimate would be, and to inform his Excellency. 

11. The development of the route through Iraq via Rowandaz and Lake 
Urmia was under active consideration, with local Russian representatives at the 
present time. Its advantages were appreciated, but there were technical 
difficulties in the provision of barges on the lake, and its operation would. be 
restricted to certain types of cargo, Lf these difficulties could be overcome 
suitable cargo found, the capacity might reach 15,000 tons per month, 

12. The Ambassador was also given some figures relating to the Zahidan- 
Meshed lorry route, the reopening of which was expected to take place v 
‘The operation of this route depended upon the orga by the U. 

a service of lorries to be obtained from the pool of vehicles at the disposal of 
the Commander-in-Chief, India 

13. At the end of the interview M. Maisky exprossed his gratification at 
the interesting account which had been given to bim of the developments which 
had taken place on the Persian transport system, and asked to te supplied with 
a map of the area showing the various routes,” General Naylor undertook to 
have this prepared and sent 10 the Aubassndor at an cary date 

14. Tam sending copies of thin despatch to His Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran, to the Ministor of State at Cairo and to the Minister of State's branch 
office at Bagdad. 

Tam, &e. 
ANTHONY EDEN 


Knclosure in No. 36 
Note for Interciew with M. Maisky: November 24, 1948, 


AT the begin September 1941, when the problem of pa 
supplies for Russi first raised, the means of transportation 
through Persin were very lin tho capavity of the railway was about 12,000 
tons a month; the roads varied jin capaeity from 31M) to 600 tons per diem: 
pur (F.C) and Ahwaz were low, and 


capacities of ‘the ports of Bandar 8 
Khorramshabr was practically undeveloped. 
The capacity for assembling vehicles was restricted to a wall civil installa 


tion at Bushire, with a total capacity of about 1,000 vehicloe a month, 


Steps taken to improve the situation 
(a) Railway. 

2. The immediate problem was to supplement the existing locos and rolling 
stock—to improve the water supply for se?ving the loses -to inereane maraalling 
Yards, crositg places and lops-and to supplement the Persian railway staf 

‘These various problems were taken in hand as follows :— 


(1) Locor.—149 locos were taken off home railways, at the expense of 
our already overtaxed railway system, Owing to lack of coal in Persia, these 
locos had to be converted into oil burners, but, s0 as to save time, the first 
forty-five were shipped as coal burners, together with 25,000 tons of coal, and 
equipment to convert them to oil burners was sent as soon as possible. Tt 
was realised that these locos were not ideal for the mountain portion of the 
railway, where steep gradients of 70 miles in length were etcountered, 
whereas in this country steep gradients are rarely encountered. and then 
only for very short lengths “They were, however, the best we had in this 
country for the purpose. At the <ame time, enquiries were set on foot in 
America for suitable locas, but none were forthcoming. 

@) Rolling Stock—Unfortunately, our pattern of loose-link coupling 
apne was quite uneuiled for the work. Fortunately, hers, were some 
850 French-pattern wagons, which had been allotted to Middle East. Some 
were actually at sea, on their way to that theatre, but the whole lot were 
reallotted to Persia, In addition, fifty war flats and fifty continental brake 
wagons were made available. Apart from the fifty continental brake wagons, 


















































50 


soe of the wagons were Westinghouse-braked, and am immediate order for 
1,000 Westinghouse braked wagons was place personally by Lord. Beaver- 
brook on America. The placing of this order coincided with the introdne- 
tion of lease lend in America, and consequently a general hold-up in procure- 
nent was being experienced. ‘This resulted, through no fault of oars. in 
jay im America placing the contract; this has materially retarded the 

development of capacity on the railway, as apart from the lifting capacity of 
the wagons, the lack of braked wagons has never enabled our supply of locos 
{We ployed economically. In addition to this order for 1.000, wagons, 
further orders were placed, and a total of approximately 2000, of varying 
feapueity, have now haen shipped ex United States, which, together with those 
from the United Kingdom, bring the total to 3,000, or a total of 5,700 units 
‘of 10 tons We were very Cee! in raed particularly of the first 
Shipments, and have lose up to date about 10 por cent 
Heit tien to 130 lose shipped from this countey, we alloted a further 
ninety from an existing order on the United States; these were allotted at the 
expense of Middle F er theatres, who were crying ot for their 
provision. Of these ninety Gity-six have sailed 
ah ‘The British locos, which, as 1 have said, were not designed for this work, 
have found their job x difficult one, and have developed faults under the 
abnormal conditions which they encountered, which were unforeseen. Spare 
parts have beed flown out direct to rectify the more serious of these troubles. 

(8) Warer—A special technical adviser was flown out with the advance 
part, ud special water softening plant as toa provided 

{ay Track Decelopment—Much work has teen done in increasing loops, 
providiog crossing places, and increasing the capacity of the marshalling 
yards, "this has frequently entailed very heavy engineering work, owing to 

2 mountain terrain 

a eltonnch in apite of our weute shortage in railway technicians, 
tome 125 officers and 3200 O.Rs, have bees provided. The intense 
Turing the sumtace adversely affected the Europeans, and a cons 
Ainount of sickness occurred, with a consequent drop in efficiency. 


addition to improving the capacity of the existing track, a new railway 
wan tid from Khe crumahale to Ahwaz (75 miles), and another from Ahwaz 
Vo Tamaxa (30 miles) ix just about completed. 


(0) Ports ' re 
Immediate steps were taken to develop Bandar Shahpur and Khorramshabr. 
The former task was given to a leading civil firs from India. Progress vas die 
appointing, due, to m great extent, to, Japan's entry into the war, and the 
cousequent urgent needs on the Burma trout. However, the capacity of Bandar 
Shahpur is going ahead fast, and that of Khorramshahr, with the assistance of 
the United States, has hea rained from a negligible capacity to 1.400 tons ber 
fom. ‘The capacity of Ahwax has also been raised, and very cot f 
ainitions have alap been made to the inlawd water transport feet available for 
run Rives 
ont rade to all eis. work and equipment, ity cranes, varying in capacity 
from 45 to 3 tons, have been shipped, (Cranes are like gold dust.) - 
Tip to date some 117,000 tous deadweight of transportation material has 
been slipped to Persian ports for the development of railroad and ports, 


(¢) Roads. pe 
t deal has been done to improve road capacities in Persia. 
gud nas itvarvel ‘widening, improving gradients, elimination of dangerous 
corners, surfacing, strengthening and reconstruction of bridges. 
Capacities bave been increased, in many cases sevenfold. : 
Todo this, we have employed a considerable number of British officers and 
nicos. to supervise up to 70,000 local labour, at an average cost of £500,000 a 
month. ay 
bitumen surfacing 600 miles of road. in order to do which we are 
trannporting 3000, touis of bitumen a month, either from Abadan or back-loaded 
from Russia. = ott 
ve \sideruble quantity of mechanical equipment, such as excavators, 
seca ec geet anny of mesma ea os copped 
To Persia on this account. Again, all this material is in very short supply. 


st 


M.D_Vehicles, 
The provision of MT, vehicles, drivers and maintenance personnel was an 


cate problem 

We were ourselves woefully short of MT. in Middle East, Yndia and all 
‘overseas theatres, and of drivers, and it was realised that we must make the best 
use we could of existing vehicles and drivers in Persia. ‘The organisation of thix 
service was therefore entrusted to the U.K.C.C., and additional vehicles and 
tyres, &e., were ordered from the United States to ree the resources of this 
‘company 

For the same reason as in the easo of railway rolling-stock, initial deliveries 
were slow, but up to date some 2.000 vehicles have arrived, and are in operation, 
with another 1,500 at sea. 

Unfortunately, the innate dishonesty of the Persian drivers and contractors 
has proved a far tore serious complication than had been appreciated, — Stops 
have been taken to raise the efficiency of this service, and the coming arrival of 
United States truck units should immensely increase the road Jifts 

In addition to providing these vehicles, we have diverted two badlymeeded 
vehicle assembly plants from Middle East to Persia, and these aro assembling ap 
to 8,000 vehicles a month for delivery to Russia. 


3. I must conclude by stressing that all this effort and material which hax 
been supplied has not come from oar surplus capacity, bat hy diverting sipplies 
and persounel which were badly needed in our various overseas theatres, and for 
which various Commanders-in-chief wore continually orying out 


November 24, 1942. 





(1B 6811/12/94) No. 37, 
Sir A, Cadogan to the Soviet Ambassador. 


My dear Ambassador, Foreign Office, November 27, 1942, 
to thank your Exrelleney for your letter of the 16th Nover 
cvelopments in Persia 

His Majesty's Government are very glad to bear that the Soviet Government 
have instracted their ambassador at ‘Tehran to co-operate with his British and 
United States colleagues in order to secure the local currency needed for the Allied 
forces in Persia and for the transport of supplies to the Soviet Union 
Sir Reader Bullard’s latest reports pay tribute to the support he has received 
from M. Smirnov in his recent negotiations with the Persian Government, which 
have resulted in the decision of the Persian Parliament to vest authority for the 
issue of currency notes in the Note Reserve Control Committee, Tam sure that 
this solution of our difficulties was greaty facilitated by the effective co-operation 
of the Allied representatives at Tehran, 

T am glad to note that M. Smirnov has also heen instructed to keep 
Sir Reader Bullard informed of his negotiations for a Soviet-Persian Financial 
Agreement. Bat T am somewhat surprised by the suggestion that until recently 
His Majesty's Legation had not kept the Soviet Embassy informed of similar 
negotiations with the Persian Government, which does not appear to be it 
‘accordance with the information available here. 1 um confident, however, that our 
{wo missions will keep each other fully informed on all such questions in the 

ruture. 

As regards the food situation, T note that your Excellency confirms the 
statement which you originally made to Mr. Eden on the 3rd November, that your 
Government have agreed to the export of 35,000 tons of wheat from Persian 
Azerbaijan to Tehran. His Majesty's Goverument had assumed that this 
undertaking would by ndw have been put into effect, but our information shows 
that the Soviet authorities in Persia are still only allowing small quantities of 
wheat through to Tehran, with the result that the food shortage in the capital 
is still most acute. Had 35,000 tons of wheat been sent to Tehran, there would 
‘now be a reserve sufficient to last for three or four months. I would therefore urge 
that the Soviet authorities in Persia should be instructed to allow this quantity 
of wheat to be sent to Tehran without delay. 

Your Excellency states that it is not possible to accept as correct the opinion 
that the Persian authorities are apprebensive about Soviet purchases of wheat, 
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harley and rive. 1 u that very real apprehensions exist om this score 
‘The Persian Minister has already complained to me about these purchases by the 
Soviet authorities, including their recent demand for 30,000 tons of rice, 
15,000 tons of barley, 5,000 tons of wheat and 20,000 tons of potatoes, He has 
also expressed the fear that the Soviet authorities will not allow the surplus 
roduce of the northern provinces to be sent to other parts of the country. We 
‘ave, of course, informed the Minister that these are matters which should be taken 
up by the Persian Ambassador at Moscow, and I understand that this has, in 
fact, be , 
‘Tnnderstand that Mr. den pointed out to you ou the 17th November that 
the 20,000 tons of wheat which we are sending to Persia was not intended to meet 
the increased demand created by Allied troops or by the stay of Poles in the 
‘country, as both of these groups are being separately supplied. ‘The abject of this 
shipment is to replace the cereals purchased by the Soviet authorities for their 
forces in Persia pasted ig ats, 
"As regards the last paragraph of your letter, Mr. Eden also explained 
that. whet wonaid tliat Exits food tonlt oely be brought tato Persia ss Use expense 
of Anglo-United States sapplies to the Soviet Union, this was not a statement 
of opinion, but merely a statement of fact. We fully realise the difficulties with 
which the Soviet Government are faced, and we have every sympathy with the 
food measures which the Soviet Government are obliged to take as a result of the 
temporary loss of the Northern Caucasus and the Ukraine. We merely wished to 
draw attention to the fact that any increase in the volume of food-stufls rent over 
tho Porsian routes must occupy space which might have heen allocated to other 
supplies. ‘The capacity of the Persian routes is already being developed as 
as possible, but, if they are to carry more food, it is inevitable that less 
goods of other kinds can be transported. 
Believe me, my dear Ambassador 
Yours sincerely, 
ALEXANDER CADOGAN. 





(B 7390/12/34) No. 38. 
oy 
Memoranilum Jrom the United States Embassy in London 


‘THE. embassy has been asked urgently to bring to the attention of the 
Forsign’ Office the following observations of the State Department on recent 
dovelopmonts in Persia = 


The Government of the United States has, in the course of the past year, felt 
hat it had an increasingly direct interest in Persian conditions, It is primarily 
becauso of the importance of Persia in the United Nations’ war effort, an 
importance which, 1t is felt, in given fall rec n by the British Government, 
that the Government of the United States has been led to adopt this position, In 
common with all of the United Nations, the United States Government bax a 
general interest in the successful conduct of the war in all theatres, but, in 
addition to this, it has, for the reasons given immediately below, felt a special 
responsibility s0 far ax’ Persia is concerned -— 


(1) It is believed that American prestige in Persia is such that it makes 
ossible for the United States Government to bring considerable 
Influence to bear on the interests of the United Nations, and it is felt 

that an asset of such importance ought to be conserved and used. 
(2) With a view to strengthening the internal administration of Persia, the 
sia has asked for a considerable number of 
ited States naturally 
d (0 see to it that these advisers can hein and carry on 
their work under conditions favourahle to the success of their efforts 
‘The British Government, it is understood, has been whole-heartedly 
in favour of the sending of these advisory missions to Persia. As a 
matter of fact, the British Government has on several aceasions been 
the first to urge that such missions be organised. Obviously, such 
advisers are in a position to exert on behalf of the common, cause a 

most effective influence 





(8) Heavy commitments in conne: th furnishing the Soviet Union with 

supplies have been made by the Government of the United States, and, 

ently, the United States Government is concerned in a direct 

y in maintaining the route over which, necessarily. a large part of 

these supplies must be carried. Furthermore, an agreement was 

recently reached under which the military authorities of the United 

States undertake the physical operation of the ports, railroads and 

highways of Persia by which supplies for. the Soviet Union are 
handled and transported across Persia 


(On a number of occasions the Government of the United States has been given 
to understand that the interest in Persian affairs shown by the United States 
was welcomed by the British Government, and that it was desired that the 
United States actively co-operate in settling the questions arising from time to 
time, The Government of the United States feels certain that it is understood 
by the British Government that cousiderations of self-interest in no-way motivate 
the policy of the United States, but that this policy is concerned only with the 
fortherance of the war effort of the United Nations and with the laying of the 
basis in Persia, ax well as in the rest of the world, for satisfactory and lasting 
eace-time conditions. 

The Government of the United Staten has, with this in mind, as the British 
Government is aware, since the middle of October taken an active part in the 
negotiations and exchanges of view on the actite economic and political situation 
that has prevailed in Persia, The State Department has consistently maintained 
that the problem could be satisfactorily solved only if, in one way or another, 
adequate provision were made for the minimum economic requirements for tho 
people of Persin and Persian authority and responsibility in the internal affairs 
of Persia were maintained to the maximum pensiblo extent, Tt hax heen the view 
of the Stato Department, quite apart. from the obvious moral ppriteiples involved, 

‘ples to which the United Nations are pledged and to which the Briti 

srament subscribes without reservation, that considerations of a purely 
practical kind, in any event, would dictate that the civil responsibilities and the 
military forces of the Governments of the United Nations concorned ought to be 
held to a minimum in that country, wo that the civilian personnel and these 
military forces could be employed in areas whore, in the prosecution of the war, 
thoit services would be of the greatest immediate vali 

The State Department accordingly, in_ communications to the British 

vernment and to the American Minister at. Tehran concerning the crisis whic 

rted in October, expressed its wish repeatedly that adequate early arrangements 
te made for transporting supplies af wheat to Persia, vould serve to prevent 
famine from arising in those areas which were deficient in stocks of grain. ‘The 
State Department, in taking this position, hax recognised that the Government 
of Persia might be at fault in part at failing to take the ateps necessary to ensure 
the best tse of the food supplies that were available within Persia. It was felt, 
however, that the matter was so urgent that there was no time for prolonged 

cussions or for a reorganisation of those Persian agencies which were 
concerned. Moreover, it was felt that resort to coercion on the authorities of 
Persia would not only lead to many undesirable repercussions but. probably also 
to failure to achieve the desired objective. The State Department gathered, from 
the exchange of communications which has taken place between London and 
Washington, that the Foreign Office took substantially the same view. 

It will be recalled by the Foreign Office that the State Department on more 
than one occasion expressed the view that the occupation of Tehran by military 
forces, or the setting up of & puppet Government, would be undesirable. “The 
State Department believed, in the light of views expressed by the Foreign Office 
to the American Embassy in London, and to the Department by the British 
Embassy at Washington, that the British Government was in agreement with this, 
Likewise, on a number of occasions the fear of the Stato Departinent was expressed 
that, unless handled with great care, action by the British authorities in Persia 
against. subjects. of Persia alleged’ to be implicated in activities inimical to 
the United Nations would have unfortunate and serious repereasions, “The 
State Department urged particularly that such matters be handled hy the Persian 
authorities themselves. ‘The American Embassy at London, it appears, understood 
that the Foreign Office alo felt that caution should be émployed, and that, in 
fact, the British Minister at Tehran bad been telegraphed to that effect. It 
appears also to have been the understanding of the embassy that the Foreign Office 
hoped that it would not be necessary to proceed in this matter against the wishes 
of the Government of Persia 
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As the Foroign Ofice fate Department were apparently in agree 
with respect, to the principal questions involved, the State Departme 
regretfully that events which have taken place in recent. weeks in Persia do not 
appear to have been entirely in keeping with the policies of the two Government: 
‘The events in question, as reported to the State Department, are briefly -— 


(1) The signature and publication ‘of the Anglo-American-Persian 
Agreement for Wheat for Persia, although recognised by 
‘overnments as urgent, was held up for # period of several weeks, 
largely, it appears, becanse the British author Persia wanted 
successively: to impose on the Government of Persia, before proceeding, 
with the signing, more difficult conditions ras only an the 
4th December that the agreement, whatever the reason, was conclnded, 
and by that timo it failed to have the reassuring effect anticipated 
hecanse popular dissatisfaction in Persia had become so great 

(2) In spite of what was thought to be the view of the Foreign Offxe that 
caution should be exercised with reference to the contemplated arrests 
of prominent Persians, the Governor-General of Isfahan was interned 
by the British authorities in Persia on the Sth December, The State 
Department understands that this was done without first conmlting 
the Government of Persia aud that a most unfortunate effect was 
produced. 

(8) On the 9th December the British Minister at Tehran jnformed the 
American that on that same afterncon a battalion of British 
troops would enter Tehran, 

(4) On the Mth December the American Minister at Tehran roported that for 

in Persia had. failed to arrange 
the transportation to Tehran of the 1,500 tons of flour and 3,300 ton 
of barley earmarked at Basra for Persia. The British Minister 
likewise on the 9th December, advised the Shah that, unless the 
Government of Persia were favourable to the Allies, the importation 
of wheat into Persia would not be viewed favourably” The sate state 
ment, it is anderstood, was made by the Hritish Minister to the Pri 
Minister of Persia. This attitude, of course, conflicts with the actio 
which it was understood was previously taken by the Foreign Office 
when it insteucted the British Minister at Tobran and the Ministe 
of State at Cairo to try to arrange the prompt shipment to Pers 
‘of wheat and barley from neighbouring sources, including Iraq. Tt ix 
filso in contrast with what was understood to be the view of the Fo 
Office, that the extreme shortage of wheat, particularly in ‘Tehran, 
wax cauniny unrest and disorder, 


‘The foregoing, the State Department points out, is placed before the Foreign 
Office solely for the purpowo of oflecting closer co-ordination of action between the 
Governments of Great Britain and the United States and in the hope that 
whatever is done in Persia will be entirely in keeping with the views maintained 
London, and Washington, 


December V4, 1942. 


(2) 


Memoranitum to the United States Embassy in London 


THE United States Embassy's memorandum of the 14th December, communi 
eating the observations of the State Department on recent developments in Persia, 
haw ben considered in the Foreign Ofice vith the greatest care and sympathy. 
It is believed that the policy of His Majesty's Government towards Persia 
correspouds very closely with that of the United States Government. At the 
same time, it is folt-that a full and frank exchange of views on this subject will 
be of great value, lest misunderstanding should arise on points sich as thos 
enumerated in the latter part of the memorandum under reply. 

2 In the first place, the Foreign Office wish to confirm their entire 
agreement with the views expressed in the embassy's memorandum as regards 
the increasing importance of the United States Government's interests in Persia, 
Indeed, the growing interest which Uhe United States Government have shown in 
Persian affairs has beett very welcome to His Majesty's Government, who, us the 


a5 


State Department point out, took the lead in suggestin 
advisers should be sent to Persia to strengthen the internal administration 
the country, His Majesty's Government therefore fully understand and sha 
the anxiety of the United States Government that these advisers should be enabled 
to carry ont their work under favourable conditions, and are coufident that the 
work will prove of the greatest valne in reorganising the finances of Persia and 
in potting the administration on a sound and efficient basis. His Majesty's 
Government also recognise that the arrangement whereby the military authorities 
of the United States are to take over the operation of Persian ports, railways and 
roads greatly increases the interest of the United States Government in the 
maintenance of law and order throughout the country, 

3, His Majesty's Government also confirm that it has for long been their 
desire that the United States Government and the United States authorities in 
Persia should co-operate more actively in settling the questions arising from 
time to time. Until recently the task of maintaining the interests of the United 
Nations at Tehran has fallen almost exclusively on the British Logation, Tt is 
hoped that it may henceforward be possible for the United States representative 
at Tehran to take an equally active part in helping to solve important problema 
of common concern to the Allied Governments; and it is believed that the task of 
the two legations may be greatly eased by the steadying influence which will be 
‘exercised on the Persian authorities through the United States advisers. 

4. As the State Department are aware, it has been the policy of His 

Majesty's Government not to occupy Tebran by military forces, but to allow the 
Persian Government to continue to administer the country with ws little intor: 
ference ax possible, Tn order to encourage n spirit of collaboration in the Persian 
authorities, His Majesty's Government took the initiative in the negotiations 
which culminated last January in the signature of the Anglo-Soviet Persian 
Treaty of Alliance. By this treaty Persia acquired tho status of 
ally. “This policy has on the whole been auccessful hitherto: 
collaboration afforded by the Persian authorities hax in general proved stl 
bat of three problems of major importance it has beon necesxary, in the interests 
f the United Nations’ war effort, to bring strong pressure to bear upon the 

‘ersian Government and to contemplate measures which have, as it appears, led 
the Porsian Government to put forward complaints to the Government of the 
United States 

8 These three problems re :— 

(1) Tho provision of Jocal aurrency for the United Nations’ forves in Persia, 

(2) The wheat problem; and 

Security measures against Axix agents in Persia. 


6. In the United States Embassy's memorandum under reply, it ix stated 
that considerations of self-interest in no way motivate the policy of the United 
States, but that this policy is concerned only with the furthorince of the War 
effort of the United Nations and with the laying of a basis for satisfactory and 
Insting peacetime conditions in Persia, as well as in the rest of the world, 
Hix Majesty's Government readily accept this assurance, and they must request 
the United States Government in return to accept a corresponding surance on 
their behalf. In dealing with ‘the three problems mentioned above, and in all 
their dealings with the Persian authorities, His Majesty's Government have tit 
heen moved in any way by considerations of self-interest, hut have been concerned 
with the furtherance of the war effort of the United Nations 

7. The difficulties raised by the Persian Government in com with the 
supply of rials to the British forces in Persin wore, in fact, difficulties which had 
to be surmounted by some means or other in the interests of the war effort 
Without rials it would have been impossible for the Allied forces in Pecsin to 
pay for local purchases and local Iabour. It was absolutely essential that rials 
should be forthcoming. Otherwise, the ‘Trans-Persian lines of communication 
for supplies of war material to the Soviet Union would have broken down. After 
dificult negotiations solution appeared to have been reached through the 
conclusion of an Anglo-Persian Financial Agreement on the 26th May: and it 
was therefore all the more deplorable that the Persian authorities, despite the 
clear terms of this agreement, should again have sought only a few months later 
to withhold the necessary currency from the Allied forces.” ‘The State Depart- 
ment are aware how, mainly as the result of the common front displayed on this 
occasion by the Allied representatives at Tehrith, it proved possible to solve these 
difficulties without having recourse to forcible measures: and it may be hoped 
that, with the forthcoming arrival at Tehran of the United States Financial 
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Mission, a further Persian threat to withhold the currency essential to the United 
Nations need no longer be apprehended. 

gain, as regards the wheat problem, the policy of His M 
Government has been directed solely towards furthering the essenti 
interests of the United Nations, with due regard also to the minimum require- 
ments of the Persian people. It has beea based upon two governing considerations 
The first is that, quite apart from the shortage of shipping. the clearance capacity 
of Persian ports and transport routes is strictly limited, so that every ton of 
wheat imported into Persia for Persian consumption involves a reduction in, the 
quantity of vital war supplies sent to the Soviet Union by the Traus-Persian 
Toutes. The second point is that Persia in normal times grows sufficient cereals 
for her own use. and the 1942 harvest is believed to have fallen very little short 
of a normal harvest, x0 that there must exist. in the country sufficient stocks of 
cereals to last nearly until the harvest of 1943. It will be recalled that, during 
the period hotween the military operations in August 1941 and the summer of 
1943, some 50,000 tons of wheat were imported from British and United States 
sources to satisfy in the exceptional circumstances then existing the needs of 
Fersan civil popolation. ‘Bot the Persian Government, almost immediately after 
the harvest of 1943, complained that here was already a serious shortage and 
requested that further wheat should be imported for their use. It was evident 
that they were reluctant to take drastic and unpopular measures against hoarders, 
speculators and profiteers, and thought it easter to appeal to the Allies to solve 
their. difficulties for them by arranging further imports. This attitude was 
clearly inadmissible, It would have moant a reduction in. the supplies sent 
‘across Persia to the Soviet Union, for reasons which could not have been justified 
to the Soviot Government, yeree that it is in itself 


influence in Persia has been very extensive, and 
presence of Germans and German agents in key positions throug! ) 
that it bocamo necessary for British and Soviet forces to undertake the military 
occupation of certain areas in August 1941. At the present moment there are 
still nome Germana in hiding in the unoceupied districts of Persia, there are still 
German agents who are-active throughout the coontry, and there is still a 
‘cousidorable amount of pro-German sympathy it influential Persian circles. His 

Jovernment regard it as absolutely essential to take such steps against 

cuts as may be requited to aafeguard the Allied troops and communica. 
tions in Persia, Some Germans and some German agents have already been 
‘avvented; others have been allowed to escape by the Persian police or are said 
to be untraceable. But proof has been obtained of a widespread conspiracy 
organised by the Germans with the belp of & number of inffuential Persians, 
involving definite plans for sabotage against Allied communications, and risings 
‘ngainat the Allies in the event of a German invasion of Persia. It is clear that 
drastic ae justifiable and necessary against those implicated in such 
mattors, though such action has hitherto been confined to & minimum. 

10, The foregoing general observations are intended to cover the main 
aspects of British and United States policy in Persia, and although emphasis has 
naturally been laid upon these points which have caused most difficulty, and on 
which differences of outlook are most likely to arise, the Foreign, Office believe 
that on the whole the views of the two Governments are very closely in agres- 
teat a8 regard the major issues. There remain the four questions referred to 
fat the end of the United States Embassy's memorandum under reply 


(1) It is true that the signature of the Anglo-United States-Persian agree- 
ment for wheat was delayed because it was desired Lo ensure, in connexion with 
the Wheat Agreement, a satisfactory, long-term settlement of the currency 

ly 


dispute. As stated above, rials are absolutely eswential for the United Nations: 
forves in Persia. His Majesty's Government felt therefore that it, was essential 
to insist on some new currency arrangement, whereby the Majlis would no longer 
create difficulties on every occasion when they were asked to provide the necessary 
Tinls, As soon as a satisfactory solution on these lines was reached there was, $0 


7 


far as His Majesty's Government are aware, no further question of delaying 
the signature of the Wheat Agreement in order to impose on the Persian Govern: 
ment more difficult conditions. And, as distinct from the agreement, His 
Majesty's Government have at all times, and irrespective of their disputes with 
the Persian Government, sought to accelerate the despatch of the wheat which 
as urgently needed owing, primarily, to the Soviet requisitions in. Northern 
Persia. 

@) General Zahidi, the Governor-General of Isfahan, was arrested because 
he was implicated in’ the serious conspiracy referred’ to above. Careful 
consideration was first given to the question whether the Persian Government 
should be consulted in advance, but it was decided that to adopt this course would 
involve the risk of leakage, and would, in addition; be most embarrassing to the 
Persian Government themselves. ‘The information at the disposal of 
His Majesty's Government indicates that the effect locally of General Zahidi's 
arrest bas been very salutary. . 

(8) The sole reason for the despatch of a battalion of British troops to 
Tehran during the recent rioting was to protect Allied property and military 
4) The Foreign Office were surprised by these reports from the United 
States Minister at Tehran, which implied that the despatch of certain consign- 
‘ments of food-stufls to Tehran was being delayed by the Britis authorities tor 
political reasons. ‘This, as in the case af the wheat shipments, would certainly 
have heen opposed to the views and intentions of His Majesty's Government 
‘They therefore telegraphed to Sir Reader Bullard, who as explained that thera 
is, of course, no foundation whatever for any suggestion that the despatch of 
thie four and barley to Persia had been deliberately delayed sn ae tae 
prossuro on tho Persian Government. On the contrary, the British Legation 
hud done everything possible to hasten its despatch, (Such delay as occurred 
seems, in fact, to have been due partly to an unexpected fall in the level of the 
Karun river while the barges conveying the grain were on their way to Ahwan, 
‘wat mainly to the physical difficulty of moving it from Shaiba to Margil, thenos 
hy water to Ahwaz, and thence by tail to Tehran.) Nor did Sir Reader Ballard 
speak to the Shah'or the Persian Prime Minister on the lines mentioned, or 
t thetn in any way with the, possibility that supplies already 
might be withheld. Tt 1s hoped that it may be mado clear to the U 
Minister at Tehran that he has been misinformed on those points. 


Foreign Offer, January 4, 1943. 


(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries, 
(E 6153/19/34) No, 39, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received October 22) 
(No. 813 

'S Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transit 
herewith a copy of Tntelligence Summary No. 38 for the period the 16th to 
‘22nd September, 142, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, September 2, 1942. 
osure in No, 39, 


Military Attach?s Intelligence Summary No. 88 for the Period 
: September 16 to 29, 1942 
Beeret.) — 
Persian Affaire. 

Political. ¢ 

THE Prime Minister broadcast to the people of Persia on the anniversary 
of the Shah's accession. After some conventionally flattering references to the 
Shah, he took the opportunity to warn Government servants against corrupt 
Practices; promised to give opportunities of service to educated youth; held out 
he: proapect of an extensive programme of public works, and stated that the 
measures he was taking to ensure food supplies removed all causes for anxiety 
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‘The uncomprontisi ment of ‘Mr, Wendel Willkie referred to in 

graph 19 below to the eifect that only those who gave would get was some- 
Tintolte sheer tase Pesaiame ee hoped to bei textenseit teats nad 
hunt with the hounds, to get the benefit of lease-lend without committing them. 
selves to definite anti-Axis action. He had been greeted on his arrival by articles 
in the press begging him to ensure economic aid to relieve Persia's distress 
Mr. Willkie's suggestion to the Shah and the Prime Minister that Persia should 
identify herself more openly with the Allied cause drew the reply that the people 


inst fist be prepared 
Sh Golosel Aukbtari, head of the Tehran police inthe later years of Reza 


Shah's reign, has been sentenced to eight years’ imprisonment with hard labour 
for the instigation of the murder of various political prisoners (se also Summary 
No. 31/42, paragraph 6). 
Beonomic. ; ; 
4 The preamble to the Bill for an increase in the note issue mentioned in 
mary Nov 37/42, parograp the following information -— 


Sterling to the credit of the Persian Government 
the 20th May, 1942 
Purchases of sterling between the 26th May and 
the 7th September 


Total 612.188 
Sterling oredits on the 7th September 2.757812 


The difference has been used to finance purchases of goods in the Fritish 
Empire and the United States 
Tmportations have been 


Rials 
ial 19,696 tons to a value of 207,520,000 
ernment account — 19482 tons tou value of 77,280,000 


Totals 30,178 tons to a value of 284,750,000 


5, The following statement regarding the note circulation has been 
publinbed eae. 


Notes ismued. to National Bank 2,700,000,000 
Tn the hands of the public 2.214,795,038 


Balance with the bank 448,701,315, 


Postal Service i 
6. The press announces that a weekly air postal service between Tehran 
and Bagdad is to be inangurated as from Wednesday, the 23rd September 


Appointments—Cieil 
Per, Lieaan Sepebs (Liosan ul Mulk) to'be Civil Governor of Tehran 


Persian Forces. 


General Greely (see Summary No- 31/42, paragraph 16), is not returning 
to Tehran He i being toplaced by Goperal Midicy, to i seid to bo ea able aal 
well-qualified oficer. ‘The question of an American Mision forthe reonganieation 
of the Persian Army will remain in suspense until he arrives in Persia an 
reports to the United States Government 


Internal Security 
Azerbaijan = 
‘An observer, who travelled in August through. Eastern Azerbaijan, 
repos hak ine Kansan terns have: setae a Aeic donnes of order in that 
rt of the province and have clleted «umber of rifles from the Shabseran, 
hhalkbal and Qaradaghi tribes. Many tribal Jeaders have been arrested. 
Russian military authorities have given their moral support to the Persian troops. 
There are Persian garrisons at Ardebil, Sarah, Khier, Ahar and Herau. 
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10. In Western Azerbaijan His Majesty's Consul-Gencral reports increasing 
lawlessness and arrogance on the part of the Kurds, including the raiding of two 
more villages by the Jalali, Intertribal feuds haye led to incidents, notably at 
Mababad and Miandoab 


Kurdistan 


11. “His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah reports geueral insecurity and 
unrest in areas away from the main roads 


a 

12 The Governor-General (and G0.C) of Fars is now in ‘Tehran 
to discuss with the Government the measures that should be taken to prevent 
4 further deterioration of the situation in Fars. “The Qusbiga, tiles whi ence 
be on the move from their summer to their winter quarters, aud if the submission 
of Nasir Sahat has not been secured before the tribes reach their winter 
quarters he is likely to secure considerably more support, and a considerable 
military operation might then be tequired to establish Government mackeates 
over the tribes. Unless that authority is established security in Fara will be nt 
the mercy of the tribes. Having regard to the numerous reports of German 
influence in the Qashgai this is not a happy situation 


Russian A faire 
18, General Melnik has vacated the conmand of Russian forces in North. 
West Persia and is going to the Caucasus, Ho is succeeded by Colonel Volkeviteh, 
bot itis understood that a more senior officer might be sont later. Certain cavalry 
units, including a regiment from Kazvin, another from the Kinjan-Mianeh ares, 
‘and one or more from areas further north, are towards the Caucasus, 

14. An observer who travelled throug! Azerbaijan in 
reports that there are Russian garrisons at Ardebil, Persian Astara, Khiev 
and Aar, and that there are landing grounds weat of Khiey. south. w 

dl south-east of Sarab, but that they have not recently heen used, except 
it Ardebil. 

The report in Summary No. 37/42, paragraph 16, that the Russians had 
warned the Kurds that they would take meistires themselves to suppress disorder 
is not confirmed from Persian sources, Reports that have reached the Persian 
Government are to the effect that Kurdish lenders were asked to swear to support 
the Soviet anthorities and to form a united organisation to stand together. 

16. The Russians have asked the Persian authorities to supply 9,000 
labourers for work, it is understood, in the Caucasian porta of the Caspian Sen 
‘The Governor-General is taking the opportunity to return to Russia the refugees 
who have caused much trouble in the Azerbaijan since the cocupation, 


Polish A flairs. 


17. Before the evacuation of Poles from Russia was comploted the Soviet 
authorities closed the port of Krasnoyodsk to all except their own military traf 
The remaining Poles, believed to be about 2.000, are being evacuated from 
Askhabad via Figs and Meshed to Tehran. During the fortnight the Ist-15th 
September, 1,000 had been transported from Bajgiran in UK-C.C* lorries 

18. Colonel Szymanski, commanding the Polish base in Tehran, has been 
appointed Polish Military Attaché in Persia, 


American Affairs 


19. Mr. Wendel Willkie arrived in Tehran on the 15th September on his 
way to Russia. In a speech at a dinner given by the Ministey for Foreign Affaire 
he said that the purpose of his journey was to discover who were the true friends 
of his country. As it had always been, and always would he in times of vital 
struggle, those who shared in the common sacrifices would gain the most. ‘Hie 
country wished to know who fought with it, who wished to share in the sacrifices 
for the common cause, 
20. Mr, Wendel Willkie took the Shab for the first flight he has made. 


Tehran, September 22, 1942 
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(B 6498/19/34) Soi 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden.—(Received November 3.) 
(No, 824) 

HIS Majesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transt 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 30 for the period the 28rd to 
29th September, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, September 29, 1942 


Enclosure in No, 40. 
Military Attacks Intelligence Summary No, 30 for the period September 23 to 2, 
rt 


(Secret) —— 
Persian Affairs, 
Potiticat 
CERTAIN happenings during the week have d 
of the Prime Minister and hit Government. In the first place he was ob 
‘under pressuire by His Majesty's Legation, to issue a denial of a statem 
in the preamble to the Bill for the Increase of the note issue (see Summary No. 37, 
paragraph 9) to the effect that His Majesty's Government had promised to supply 
190 tans of silver to the Persian Government. No such promise had been made, 
and the Prime Minister js now being accused of having deliberately deceived the 
Majlis with the object of obtaining their consent to the Bill, Public opinion had 
‘also been. disturbed by certain appointments made by the Prime Minister 
favouring of partiality,” Finally, a storm arose in the Majlis daring the discussion 
Of the Bill foF the amendment of the Conscription Law. This Bill has been before 


lone some damage to the credit 
seul 


the Magis for move than two months (see Summary No. 27, paragraph 5) and, 


‘although (t has pased its first reading, Deputies continue to propose amendments 
to every article, ‘The Prime Minister showed impatience and said that if the 
Bill was not accepted without further discussion he would withdraw it and allow 
ption to be applied in accordance with the existing law. Some of the 
Deputies professed to regard this as an ultimatum inconsistent with their 
responsibilities as, che representatives of be people, The Prime Ministers 
Kupporters remained silent, and he talked of resigning. However, on the 
7th September he reappeared in the House, made a conciliatory speech and with 
row the Bill, promising to substitute another that would be more in accordance 
with the sentiments of the Deputies 
2." Te believed thatthe Prime Minister would willingly dissolve the Majlis 
Other members of the Cabinet, however, regard the Majlis as a useful shield 
behind which to shelter when the Allies make awkward demands. Tts delaying 
tactics are remarkably effective. 
At the request of the Shah the Prime Minister cepted the portfolio 
inistry of War 
i. A Miiiatry of Food has been formed. It will take over the work of the 
Department-General of Food Supply, whose formation was reported in Suminary 
No. 33, paragraph 5. 
3 fAn agreement has been made with the Persian Government, regarding 
the conditions in which Persians suspected of pro-Axis activities, whose arrest 
te demanded by the Rritish Security authorities, are to be interrogated an 


detained. 


Economie. 

(6. His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed reports that the total under 
takings by landowners for the delivery of grain to. Government amount to 
14,030 tons of wheat and 5,600 tons of barley. Of this there has already been 
delivered 6.200 tons of wheat and 2,100 tons of barley. 3,000 tons of barley have 
heen sold to Russia 

7, In Khuzestan, where the price of wheat has been freed, it has now 
reached. the fantastic figure of 8,600 rinls per lon, and even at that price wheat 
Hetot obtainable. One of the largest landowners of the province, the Rais ut 


oF 


Tujjar of Behbehan, wh: bell d to be h 

fo l, Who is believed to be hoarding on a large scale, has i 
drt enh Hn? ning og lf 
polyeten probing iy ge I, Government offic ¢ failed to collect mare 


Appointments Civil. 


8.—(i) Mehdi Farrukh (Motassem es. Sul 7 

Minaiad)y Mehdi Farrukh, (Motassem es Sultaneh) (P.O, 66, M.A, 85) to be 
inte He was for a short time Minister of the Interior in Sohelly's 
(ii) Amanullah Ardalan (FO. 27, M.A. 53) J 

; n 7, M.A. 53) t0 be Under-Secretary of State 

in the Ministry of He was Director of the Department General of Food 


Persian Foree, 
8. The preas report of the annual passing.o : 

states that SAI oficers were conmlatonsd inte ihe stay cod oe i 

air force. Tt is the custom in the Persian army to giv 

nemly-commisioned alficers: "The prewnt hath in to be name 

memory of General Saifullah Shihab, who was murdered bys 

Summary No. 34, paragraph 10), and its motto i tobe Devel 
Many of the officers how commissioned will serve only 

Year befote paint the reserve ? 
‘ ussian authorities have now agreed to the lo 

of, Persian troops, limited in strength to 1.30, at pre thee aie cia 

brigades in Fasern and Western Azerbaijan, vo a divisioal headquarters wil 

be located at Tabriz to command this the id (Azerbaijan) Division, the Penske 

General Stafl has no brigade available to send to Tabrie and proposes toca 

salad cadres and tof up the ranks by realing to ours tonne conscript 

who dis o their homes without completing their military service when the 

Heumiane tvadd Azriajan. The R tani BOW profes wih that Borsa 

troops shonld reach Tabriz without delay anda battalion may. be seit aa 
11. With Russian pormimion a battalion of Pers 

garrison has moved to Kho! to chuck Kurdish lawlevanesa t™ of He Revaich 


in ex-ondet (see 


for w period of one 


line Internal Security, 
12. The military measures to be taken fc 
cutbreaks of disorder in Furs, Kuh--Gnlu, Riimsestan wn 
discumed by the General Staff nd the Government mals ot trangport ie te 
ini quiet fu Fats be Riouasas eibee eat ee atoaton fs 
Qushyai have begun their downward movement. ‘The Boir Almadt are hake, 
fimongst cach other and have had fight with a section of the Qashqul iors 
of the akbhtiari are looting villages. No fective action han yet hee taken 
ering il att ble for the murder of Messrs, Harris and Grifiths, 
bat it i widersond thi some intrigues are tow gong with aajucent tikes 
sce the surrender of the murderers, A military operation against the trite 
wwould be quite a serious undertaking for the Persian acme Meat the tribe 
its present condition and other commitments TR REY 


Azerbaijan 


13. The Soviet authorities have informed the Pi 

they ee nee Soriet authorities Mave informed the Persian Coveraient that 
they are no longer opposed to the disarmament. of the. Kurds of Western 
Rap Saeed eae SL be done withont creating disturbance. ‘The proviny 


prevention of possible 


Russian Affaire. 


14. The transfer of General Melnik to the C: 
4. The transfer of Gen we Caucasus (see Summary No. 38, 
paragraph 13) cancelled and te remains in Tabriz In cotiaavd ‘ot 
15. A fracas occurred on the 23rd. Septem 
September betwe 
soli, wwe ory had inocke down a ile ld wan, and Pasian 
ind. A true report o ppened is h 
but fon mma reason ans Russian soldiers ener oe wouttinn ue Ener er 
16. ly, the reputation of the Russian ersin for. po 
discipline stands high, so much so that the following ‘story new cucere 
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‘ehran, which possibly his no foundation in fact, finds some belief. A Persian 
Fehr hh a ead Ce di ed 
off by a Russian soldier whom he could identify. One hundred Russian soldiers 
were paraded, and the peasant pointed to one of them. ‘The officer drew lis 
revolver and shot him, and as the corpse fell to the ground asked the peasant 
whether he was satisfied that justice had been done. 

17 thange in the Russian attitude from unwillingness to allow 
Persian troops in Tabriz to insistence on their early despatch (see paragraph 1 
above), combined with the withdrawal of their Cael the disarmament of 
the Kurds (see paragraph 13 above), has created the impression in the Persian 
General Stat that the. Russians ding to withdraw from Persi 
Azerbaijan, Certain units have been withdrawn, as reported in Summary No. 3 
paragraph 13 

American Intervats. 


18. Mr, Timmerman has arrived in Tehran as Adviser to the Persian 
Police Force (see Summary No. 33, paragraph 10) 


Tehran, September 29, 1942. 





[E 6453/19/34) No. 41 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Bden.—(Receiced November 4.) 


(No, 382. Secret.) 
(o-FIS Majeay's rvpresentative presente his compliments to. H 

P Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and bas the hoogur, 
herewith a copy of Lntelligence Sunumary No. 40 for the period the 30th 
to the Gth Ostober, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, October 6, V2 


Enclosure in No. 41 
(Beoret,) ; : 
litary Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 40 for the period September 30 to 
Miitary Attachl's Intelligence Summary Nod 


Persian Affairs 

Political. . 
‘THE Government has not fully regained the ground lost last week. Critics 
fate more outspoken. Rumours calculated to undermine public confidence in the 
Prime Minister are being ciivulated. | Even his correct endeavours to gain the 
‘Shah's confidence are being interpreted as an indication that be has sold himself 
to the Court. The main problems before the Government are those of ford and 
security, and, closely linked with these. that of transport. Measures initiated 

y the Government for the solution of these problems have not yet produc 

results visible to the public, Early results were not to be expected as corruption, 
disorder and indiscipline in the Administration bad spread far duri ge maine 
of the previous Government, In spite of criticisms the Prime Minister docs stl 
command good measure of popular support. and if he has ax yet no grea 
fesnlts to show there is evidence in the administrations of recognition that the 
Government has now a head and a directing hand. a 
2. Iu Tehran public opinion is generally calmer. ‘There is less talk of the 
carly arrival of the Germans, a greater readiness to get on with the work in hand 

rather than prepare for their arrival. Russian resistance may even have aro 
Tbubta whether the Germans will get bere at all. Pro-Axis propaganda isles in 
evidence. Reports from the provinces indicate in varying degrees the same 
tendency, . nae 
full text of the counsel's speech for the defence im the trial o 
Mokitark tx-Chiet of Police (ewe Summary No. 31/42, paragraph 6), has now 
teen published in the pressand a translation is attached as an appendix.(’) Unlike 


(0) Not inte 


the counsel defending th took the popular line that Reza 
Shah's reign was a cruel ounsel undertook a defence of the 
ex-Shab's régime, arguing that he did so much good for Persia that a few lives 
Jest in the process were of little importance. ‘The speech is a fair representation 
of one side of the picture, but af one side only 


Economic, 


4. The Ministry of Finance has published a correction to the figures of 
sterling credits that were included in the preamble to the Bill for the increase of 
the note issue (see Summary No. 33/42, paragraph 4). ‘The corrected figures 
Sterling to the credit of Persian Government on 4 
the 26th May. 1942 5,585,000 
Purchases, the 26th May to 7th September 2.757812 
Expended on purobase of goods 2.088.433 
Sterling credits on the 7th September, 1042 6.239.377 


Persian Force, 


5. ‘The Persian Government, after w review of the wituat Khuzestan 
and of their responsibility for the protection of A.I.0.C. fields and installations, 
have asked to be allowed to increase their garrison in Khuzestan by one regiment 
of infantry and one 4-gun battery. The present gartixon is limited by agreement 
with Tenth Army to one regiment of infantry, one regiment of cavalry and one 
battery, A regiment of infantry consists of three battalions, each of -abont 
300 rifles, and in all Persian combatant units one-third of the strength consists 
of recruits with under six months’ service. Experience has shown that the 
strength originally fixed is insufficient to ensure security, especially having regard 
to the immobility imposed by lack of transport on all Perstan forves. Moreover, 
the gendarmerie, whove strength should be over 2,000, docs not muster more thar 
700 owing to the impossibility of getting recruits. the conditions of cas 
‘employed by British and Americans being better than those in the genda 

6. The Chief of the General Staff appears to be loyally accepting the newly 
reestablished authority of the Minister for Wat (the Prime Minister), "Aw hax 
been previously reported, during Reza Shah's reign and until a week aso, tk 
Chief of the General Staff took his orders direct from the Shah, and the Minister 
for War approved as a formality, if ho was consulted at all. "Both the present 
Shah and the Chief of the General Staff agreed very unwillingly to a return to 
the more constitutional position 


Internal Seourity, 


Azerbaijan, 


7. Further reports have been received of the assembly of Kurdish leaders 
at Ushnu, referred in Summaries Nos. 37/42, paragraph 16, and 38/42, pura: 
Staph 13. Information obtained by Hix Majesty's Consul-Ceneral at ‘Tabris 
‘conlirms the report made to the Persian Government that the Kurds hnd under 
taken to be loyal friends of the Russians and to organise themselves for ututual 
assistance against an aggressor, His Majesty's Consul-General considers that the 

ussians in securing these undertakings, to which, according to his 

‘was added one to loot no more, was to curb Kurdish lawlessness and 
0 bring about a truce among the endlessly warring tribes. But the Persian 
Gover Hama Rashid of Baneb, w! 


rsian, Government have 

amon in Rassian support will not resul 

for their gon-Kurdish veightours Tt isto be feared that there ave few aoeace 
Kurdish leaders of to-day with the sense to use the liberty they have guined te 
show that the tribes left to themselves can be law-abiding people. 
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Khuzestan. 

8, Provided they éan obtain the transport necessary for the movement and 
Supply of their tmops, the Persian Government scems determined to carry out, 
bat perhaps in modded form, operations for the interoeption of the Bois Abadi 
on their downward migration (see Summary No. 37/42, paragraph 14). ‘They 
propose to send two battalions of infantry from the Tehran divisions to Bebbehan 
fit an early date, 


Fares 

9, Persian garrisons at Kamfiruz, Ardekan and Baiza, on routes usually 
followed by the tribes, were ordered to hold up the migration of any Qasbgat 
trifes accompanied by’ armed men. The firt clash cccurred at Kamfirux where 
Khosrow, Nasir Qashgai’s brother, attacked Persian troops and was fore 
withdraw. The G.0.C. the Fars division (who is now in Tehran) professes 
himself to be very pleased with the results of this encounter He says he has 
already received an expression of regret from Nazir Qashgai for his brother's 
action and a promise that their mother will come to Shiraz to prove their loyalty 
to Government 

TL would be unwise to build too much on this action, but it indicates that 
there may be no truth in the rumours of collusion between the G.O.C. the Fars 
division and the Qashgai. It also shows that some Persian troops are not afraid 
to block the path of the Qashgai and reminds the tribes of the existence of the 
Persian Government. But even if the normal routes, are all successfully 
controlled it will not reault in the disarmament. of the tribe. ‘The ai 0 
will move further east vin the Kub-t-Galu country, where they may come into 
conflict with the Boir Ahmadi, a contingency hoped for by the Persia 
authorities. 

10, ‘The garrison of Fars is to be increased by one battalion of infantry 
four tanks and one inoontain battery. ‘The battery will remain permanently, 
the infantry and tanks will return after the occupation of  Firuzabad 
Which is to. be undertaken shortly. ‘The occupation of Firuzabad by 
Government. forces may not eliminate Nasir Qashgai, but it will. reduce his 
prestige and enhance that of the Government, 


Bakhtiar’ 
11, The appointment of even the two minor Bakhtiari Khans to position 
of influeice in their own country which was reported, though incorrectly, in 
Summary No, 34/42, paragraph 7. has resulted im wails and complaints fron 
the villagers of Chahar Mahel against their subjection again to the old régim 
of exaction and oppression that was customary in the days of the older khans 
‘Authorised to confiscate on Go nt account certain stocks of grain, the two 
“officially recognised khan» appear to have done some confiscation on their own 
‘iecnunt and to have aifected other kbans with " s 
the latter, including the important Shihab es Sultaneb, 
the G.0.C,, the Isfaha on. 

In Summary No. 34/42 the two khans, Manuchir Assad and Abul Qashitn, 
were incorrectly reported ax having teen appointed to governorships. Thess 
appointments were not sanctioned and the two khatis have sore indefinite position 
‘as agents of the Persian Government in Bakhtiari, 


Russian Affaire 

12, General Melnik, commanding Soviet forces in North-West Persia, paid 

a brief visit to Tehran, He said that although he had been anxious about the 

uation some weeks ago he was now confident that the Russian forces in the 

Caucasus were adequate. He talked much of the “*Second Front” and was 

obviously ata loss to understand why it had not already bees opened. He was 

losing his cavalry from North-West Persia and was receiving some infantry in 
their place, : 

18. Supplies to Russia by the Zahedan-Meshed road are still interrupted 


. Sind. 
letpdenaies American Affairs 


14. Mr, Sheridan, the Adviser to the Ministry of Food, has arrived in 
Persia, 
Tehran, October 6, 1942. 
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HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Mars and has the bonoot to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 41 for the period of the 7th 
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Tehran, October 12, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 42. 


Military Attaché’ Intelligence Summary No. 41 for the period Uctober 7-18, 
1 
(Beret) a 
Persian Affairs, 
Political si 
boxtg HERE is 10 development worthy of note in the politcal situation, for 
2 Hasan Isfandiati (Haji Mubtaxhim es Saltaueh) (F.0.97, M.A. 195) bas 
agnin been clecied President of the Majlis: "The Vien Dtentdenie aro Mustens 
uli Rayat (0.50, M.A-03) and Dr. Tabari, 


Economie 


3. The problem of drawing’'the wheat from its hidden stores still remaine 
unsolved. The simple solution of arresting some of the landlords, docs not 
commend itself to the Government. Mr. Sheridan, the American adviser to the 
Ministry of Food, ix anderson to favour a eonnderable increase in the official 
ing price 
4 Anoth a ead. The addi 
soo it tar ahead. ‘The additional issue of 
a io. 7/42, paragraph 5, is nearly all 
alsorbed, A further iene will very shortly be required, ad. the prospect of 
having to {ace the Majlis with a request for ite authority fills the Governm 
with fear and gloom. ‘The demand for rials by Rossiane and 
increasing, |The former have hitherto financed their tial transactions partly. by 
“! Joan, which ix now exhausted, and partly by the import and sale of goods, which 
they ean no longer supply. They will now be obliged to abandon the disinterested 
attitude they have hitherto adopted towards British difcultign with the Persian 
Government over currency questions and may be expected to assist in finding 
solution that will obviate this recurring crisis, which ie a erioun embarrassment 
5. Passenger fares and freight rates on the Persia ’ 
sont ammo ag ight rates on the Pern raltwayy are toy 
A ppointments—Cioit 
6—{i) Mohammad Varaateh, from t 
of the Taterior, to be Und 
(ii) Ali Nasir, from Under-S 
aod the, tobe Under Sere Sivistry ofthe Teron 
) Ahmad Ali Sepehe (Muvarokh ed Douleh), to be Under-Secrtary of 
try of Industry and Mines “+ para bean 


Ministry 


Internal Security 


tably in the Kermanshah Province, Lurestan 
(arlene. ‘and potential trouble ‘British 
and high prices are producing an easily fomental b diosa Pa har er ee 
Pare. 
& After their initial setback (reported in Summary Ne (42 
eh Ga i ine heen Samar S401 par 
poe Sarde several of these, they were tually successful at a pass he id 
by a smal achment of cavalry, which is said to have fought well vil ane 
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of its leaders were wounded, when it submitted to disarmament. The Qashgai— 

oncerned is said to have been the Darashuri—carried off sixty rifles 

ight machine guns. The course of subsequent operations is not yet 

The General Staff state that three columns have been ordered to act 

against the offending section. Meanwhile some of the Qasbgai flocks and families 

p hy the troops; Nasir Qashgai, who with his brother Khosrow 

is within 30 miles or so of Shiraz, has telegraphed to Tehran protesting against 
the action of the troops, and has requested the Governor of Shiraz to meet hit 

Whatever the result, iti unlikely that it will beat best more than a token 
disarmament of the Qashgai, The method of attempting to disarm them seems 
to have beet ill-judged and, desirable though their disarmament is in the interests 
of security, it was considered inadvisable to urge it on the Persian Government 
in present circumstances, It seems that something has not gone according to plan. 
Tn view of the Governor-General’s repeated insistence that the forces at_his 
command were insuffient to re-establish Government authority in the Firuzabad 
area, when the tribes were far away in their summer quarters, it seems rash of 
him to have provoked a conflict with the whole tribe. Until order is restored 
it is to be expected that the Shiraz—Bushire road will be unsafe. Tt may be closed 
altogether for a time, 

Azerbaijan 
10. According to Persian official reports, Umar Khan of the Shekak, who 
reported in Summary No. 40/43; pumngraph 7, had been recognised by certain 
Kurdish chiefs as the Supreme Chlef of the United Kurds. has been touring 
Kurdish areas with an escort of 150 armed Kurds and has given himself a 
standard, a red flag bearing crossed daggers and three stars, which is locally taken 
tobe the national fag of findependent Kurdistan. “The local Persian commander 
expressed fears that the situation might get out of hand, as the Kurds were 
apparently relying on Rossian neutrality. ‘The Soviet Ambaasador has, however, 
assured the Persian Government that the Soviet authorities will co-operate to 

keep order 

Russian Affaire 

11. ‘The Russian military authorities state that at the request of the Persians 
they are placing military posts on certain roads leading to the Turkish and Traqi 
frontiers for the purpose of preventing the export of grain. Reports from Tabriz 
say that posts may be located at Khanah and Mababnd (Sauj Bulagh), 

12, ‘The Persian General Staff hax information of the arrival of "large 
forces of Russian infantry at Julfa from the Caucasus and of the hiring of 
nccommodation for officers at Khoi that would seem to indicate the intended 
ocation there of « headquarters staf 

Fighting French A fairs 

13. The Fronch National Committee has offered ix scholarships, each of 
24,000 Syrian francs, for Persian students at medical, law and engineering schools 
in Boirut 

American A fairs. 

14. Admiral Standley, the American Minister in Moscow, has arrived in 
‘Tehran on ix way to Washington, 

Polish Interests 


15, The number of Polish evacuees in Tehran on 12th October was as 
follows 


(a) By Pablevi route— 
Boy and ie soll 

and girl soldiers s 

sk ® agp | Personnel. 

; — 6.400 

Civilians 28.034 


Military 


450 
855, 


In addition to the above there are 1.268 military personnel and 1,307 civilians 
at Pablevi 


Tehran, October 13, 1942. 
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Tehran, October 20, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 43, 
(Secret.) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 42 for the Period 
October 1-20, 1 


Persian Affairs 


evoked mud criticism, and on both these questions public resentment ix 
boing aggravated by the enemies of the Government and the Allies, It is very 
probable that the Bill for the increased note issue would in its present form be 
Tejected by the Majlis if it were put to the vote unless the Government could 
‘unounce rome compensating benekt to ifsc the inevitable inflation-—a benefit 
that would have to be provided by the Allies. Feeling i already running bigh, 
and if the bread supply is not somehow assured riots may be expected, The 
position of the Government is undoubtedly very difficult 

2 Opposition to the Government is being worked up, by interested. persons 
and by that large irresponsible class always ready to criticise any. Government 
‘The Deputies are being particalarly unruly; this may be due to thoir expectation 
that the present Majlis may be dissolved and to their desire to bring themselves 
to the notice of their constituents with a view to re-election. ‘The Cabinet itself ix 
by no means united, and there the Prime Minister finds opposition to the strong 
‘action which ho might favour, He has already informed the Shab that he is too 
cccupied with other problems to le able to devote the necessary time to the 
Ministry of War, and has asked the Shah wo nominate someone els for that port 
folio, This, however, is not the only reason why he wishes to be relieved of the 
Ministry for War. He has antagonised the Chief of the General Staff by rather 
‘offhand treatment; the latter offered his resignation to the Shah, who refused to 
‘accept it, and the Prime Minister is said to have interpreted this as an indication 
that the Shah would support the Chief of the General Stafl. Relations hetween 
the Ministry for War and the General Staff are not happy. 


Economic. 
3. Previous issues of rial notes being practically exhausted, the Government 
has been obliged to lay before Parliament a Bill to atithoriso the progressive issue 
during the period up to the 28rd August, 1943, of notes to the value of 2 milliards 
of rials. In the preamble to the Bill the Government argued that, since the world 
price of gold was more than double that at which, i ton law of 1931, the 
id reserves of the Persian Government were valued, a further issue of notes was 
uly justified. As further justification, it aid that the Government of Tndia was 
prepared to sell 120 tons of silver, that the Allies would, as far as was possible, 
Import food-stuffe and other merchandise, and it recalled the fact that 40 per 
ceitt. of sterling credits were convertible to gold. The gilding has not made the 
Bill palatable to the Deputies or the public. 

4. In the hope of persuading hoarders to market their stocks, the official 
price for the purchase of landowners’ surpluses of wheat has been raised from 
{the prevailing rates, which vary from 1,200 to 1,800 rials according to locality, to 
3,500 rials per ton for the districts of Tehran, Western Azerbaijan, Lurestan, 


Ceweat % 























98 


Isfahan and Shiraz, and to 3000 rials per ton for the rest of Persia. ‘This price 
is to apply to past as well as to future deliveries made before the 22nd December. 
On that date the buying price will be reduced by 20 per cent, and it may be 
subject to further decreases at the discretion of the Government. ‘The official price 
of bread, however, is to be maintained at 3:60 rials for 3 kilog 
Tt is too early yet to estimate what the effect will be in the provinces of 

this increase of price.” Tt bas not immediately produced supplies for ‘Tehran, 
where the stocks for the feeding of the town are almost exhausted. Supplies 
expected from the Northern Provinces have been held up by the Russian military 
authorities in spite of assurances by the Soviet Embassy. that there wi 
objection to its transfer to Tehran. The Persian Government was rel 
the considerable surpluses available in Khorassan and Azerbaijan to feed Tehran 
and other deficit areas, and if these do not reach Tehran the situation will be very 

6, The cousul-general at Meshed reports that the landlords of Khorasan 
haye undertaken to deliver 15,671 tons of wheat to Government, of which 
2470 tone have already been delivered. At Kermanshah some landlords have 
been arrusted for failing to declare their surplises 

7. The increase of railway charges reported in Summary No, 41/42. 
paragraph 5, applies to passenger fares only, and not to freight rates 


Persian Forces. 


5. Reinforcements for the Fars aud Khuzestan garrisons have recently 
been despatched from the Tehran garrison. ‘Two battalions arid one mountain 
battery have been sent to each area, The battalions for Khuzestan will reinforce 
tho garrisons in the Bohbehan-Gach Saran area 

V. The half-yearly intake of recruits and diwharge of time-expired 
conseripts is shortly due. ‘There is, bowavor, no transport uvailable to bring the 
recruits from tho centres in which they have been recruited to their units nor to 
convey discharged soldiers to their awn districts, Ax the budget does not allow 
Of the retention of the soldier due for discharge while the recruit travels from the 
Focruiting ceutre to his unit on foot, it seems that units will be under strength 
for nome weeks. 


Appointmente—Military 
10@) Sartip Theahim Arfa (LA. 36) to be Commander of tho 
2nd (Tehran) Division. 
{is Sarkeng Mansur Mazayyan to be Commander of the Sth (hofasean) 
Division, 
ii) Sa Nadi Batmangheli to be Chief of Staff to the 2nd (Te 
Division, 
(ix) Sarlashkar Ali Asghar Naqdi (MLA. 196) to be head of Military 
‘Tribunals y 
(¥) Sarhang Salar Khosrodad, from Offcer-in-Charge of the Ammunition 
etory, to be Commander of Gendarmerie in the Province of Pars 
(vi) Sartip Mahmud Mirjalali to be Assistant Director of Ordnance Services. 


Internal Security. 
Fars 
11, There has been no further fighting in Fars. Nasir Qashgai has again 
assured the Government (through the Governor of Shiraz, with whom he had 
fan interview) that he is not a rebel, that he desires only peace, that he is trying 
to restrain the tribes, that he will send his brother and mother to Shiraz, but that 
he will not come in himself. The Prime Minister states that-he has written to 
‘Nasir telling him he must come in to Shiraz or Tebran, guaranteeing him security 
if he does, and also saying that the Qashgai tribes mast surrender their arms. 
‘There is little hope of any firm action being taken. to secure these terms, as the 
Government, is too prececupied with economic and currency questions and too 
uncertain of its own postion; while the (overnor-General and General Offer 
Commanling) of Fars, uoless pushed by the Government, wil prefer compromise 
and indecision. ‘The result. will probably be a continuance of the uneasy truce 
that has prevailed for some months past, possibly with increased robbery on. the 
road... 'The Farsimadan held up seven tracks between Shiraz and Bushire on the 
15th October and robbed the drivers. 
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Azerbaijan. 

12. Western Azerbaijan remains unsettled, the centre of disturbance being 
Mahabad (Sauj Bulagh). where the Kurds are quarreling with each other. His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz reports that responsible Kurdish elements 
with Russian encouragement are trying to get control 


Khuzestan, 


13. The arrival in Behbehan of reinforcements of two battalions from 
Tehran for the reinforcement of the Beli jach Saran area should help to 
allay anxiety regarding possible dai A.LO.G. interests from the 

‘ub i-Galu tribes when they move down to their winter quarters, 


Russian A ffairs 


14. General Melnik has again left Tabriz, it is said for a command at the 
front. Colonel Damberg is temporarily commanding troops in North-Western 
Persia. 

15. Russian demands for Pe 
already purchased 
of potatoes. In spite of the Soviet Ambassador’ i there was 110 
restriction on the removal of wheat from the Soviet zone to other parts of Pe 
there seems to be little doubt that the Russian military authorities are prevent 
the transport of food-stuffs produced in their zone, In view of the shortage in 
Russia, thin is only to be expected 

yl, His Mayesty'« Conwul-General at ‘Tabriz bas had report tha a number 
of young soldiers have recently arrived in Persin and that they are training in 
North-Western Azerbaijan, ‘ 3 

17. Tt in reported from Persian official sources that the Russianx appour to 
be preparing Lo make a considerable reduction in their garrison in Meahed, and 
that they are removing barbed-wire fences that they had erected around certain 
Areas oeupied by them.” Thin report requires confimmation, A: recent eatimate 
of the mumber of aircraft in Meshed showed that it hus boon reduced to about 
forty-seven. 


Polich A ffaira, 


18. All Poles have now been evacuated from Pablevi with the exception of 
about sixty who ure sick in hospital, tena 


Tehran, October 20, 1942. 
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Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the period October 21 to 27, 
1982, 


Persian Affairs. 

1. HOSTILITY to the Government and to the Allies is being very openly 

expressed, the Government criticised for failure to protect Persia's interests 

and the Allies being blamed for all Persia’s ills. High and still-rising prices are 

attributed to heavy baying by the Allies and to their recurring demands for 

increases in the currency issue. Shortage of food-stufls is said to be aggravated 
25053) ne 
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by heavy consumption by the Allies, by their monopoly of much of the country's 
means of transport, and by their deliberate prevention of the removal of grain 
from the areas in their military occupation. Both the press and. the Deputies 
rave shown increasing boldness in scarcely-veiled expressions of hostility, knowing 
sae aoe they are really expressing the views of the people. The Majlis is in 
hho mood to support the Government in any measure that favours Allied interests. 
‘Axis agents ‘And good material for effective propaganda among an. alrea 


irritated people. 


Economie. 

has not dared to proceed with the Bill it laid before the 
Majlis for an increase of the note issue by 2,000 million rials owing to the violent 
opposition of the Majlis. Tt did, however, succeed in getting passe! Bill for an 
increased issue of 50) million rials, nominally to finance purchases of food-stufs, 
in spite of its having found only two Deputies with courage enough to speak in 
its mupport. 

‘3. Public feeling is greatly excited over the recurring increases of currency 
issues. Propaganda tells thet that this is leading to a catastrophic depreciation 
of the rial, which will tesult in the financial ruin of Persia and, more immediately, 
to arise in prices that will make the cost of living almost, probibitive for the poor 
man. 
ran has managed to stave off a bread orisis, but it lives from day to 
day, and there is not even one day's reserve of wheat in the Government grain 
store. Kermanshah is in little better state, and local officials are refusing to send 

Tehran the wheat ou which this town is aormally dependent. The Soviet 
‘uthorities have promised to facilitate the transport of some quantity of grain 
from Azerbaijan and Khorasan. But they have also asked. for 30,000 tons of 
Trice, 5,000 tons of wheat, and 15,000 tons of barley to be delivered to them, 

5. ‘The increase in the official buying price has not yet brought much 
nditional wheat on the market. Some hoarded. stocks have heen discovered, 
‘which temporarily relieved the sitnation in Tehran, but in spite of the critical 
aituation and public anxiety, amounting almost to pavio, regarding the possi 
Of famine, there is little indication of serious endeavours to force hoarders a 
ixpeculators to produce their stocks 


Communications, 
6, The Soviet Transportation Directorate has stated that the P 
Astara road is now open for all kinds of traffic 


Appointmentr—Civil 
7. Abdullah Adi Isfandiari to be Farmandar of Kashan. 


Internal Security. 


As is usual when the Government is being criticised or challenged in 
‘Tehran security has deteriorated, The consul-general at Bushire reports increas: 
ing brigandage in Dashtestan and truculence on the parts of the chiefs of Dashti 
In the Kermanshah Province villages are suffering from the depredations of 
robters, and in Khorasan there has been an outbreak of highway robbery in the 
icinity of Meshed. In one case the loot included 600,000 rials intended for the 
Soviet Consul-General. 


Fars, 

9, ‘The Prime Minister's note offering terms to Nasir Qashgai (see Summary 
No. 43/42, paragraph L1) has been delivered, but it is not yet known what effect it 
hud on Noa, Meanwhile, the Government forces have rade no further attempt 
to interfere with the tribal migration, which is being protected by armed tribes. 
nen, The attempt to disarm the Qashgai has been abandoned, and the tribes are 
reaching their winter quarters unmolested. But the temptation to take advantage 
Of the pmesivity of the Persian forces has been too much for some of the tribesmen, 
Russian lorries moving from Bushire to Shiraz were held up, the drivers robbed 
and one Russian soldier was carried off with his rifle. The soldier has been 
Faleased, but his rifle remains with the tribe. Another hold-up eceurred about 
2 miles north of Shiraz, which resulted in a British officer, the engineer in el 
Of the maintenance of that section of the road, receiving a gunshot wound in t 
farm. Villages are also suffering. 
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10... There is considerable intrigue in. political circles again military 
action being taken against the Qaahgai:.Tlis is being instigated by enti-Britich 
Gircles and is probably being encouraged by Axis agents. ‘The influenoe ofthe 
former, for what it is worth, will probably be used to persuade the Qash 

remain quiet for the present - as een net 


Khuzestan. 

11. Two fairly serious robberies have recently occurred on the Behbehan: 
Gach Saran road. ‘The frat, whea twenty cases of household goods belonging to 
a European member of the staff of the A.1.0.C, were carried off, appears to have 
teen normal brigandage, the robbers being alleged to be Boir Ahmadi tribesmen, 
The second, where three European members of the A.I.O.C. were carried off into 
the hills by unidentified assailants, appears to have been & put-up job instigated 
possibly by the Rais ut Tujja, a local magnate who was recently arrested by order 
‘of the Central Government on a charge of hoarding grain. Tt would be to his 
interest to show that disorders occurred in the absence of his restraining influence. 

12. These robberies occurred before the reinforcements of two battalions 
mentioned in Summary No. 42/42, paragraph 13, had reached Bebbehan. Their 
special duty is to secare the Behbehan-Gach Saran area, 
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Mititary Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 44 for the Period October 28 to 
November 3. 


Persian Affairs, 
Political bh 

_ THE political situation remains much as it was described in Summary 
No, 43/42, paragraph 1, with the Majlis stil in critical mood and certain parties 
working for the overthrow of the Government, The Prime Minister is not, 
however, without support, There are many who consider that in present cireu 
stanices there is no better candidate, and others who are opposed to change because 
they believe that nothing can be achieved towards remedying the economic 
sittiation without some stability in the Goverment and some consisteney in policy 
Frequent changes of Government have increased the administrative chaos and 
strengthened the potential forves of disorder. The belief that no Cabinet, and 
consequently no policy, will last for long leads to delay and evasion by officials 
im the exaction of ie order, ‘ 4 

ime Minister bas agreed to continue to hold the portfolio of 1 

Minisiry for War. Hie relations with the Chief of the General Sta ae 
slightly improved (4e Summary No, 42/42, paragraph 2). 

3) A College of Theology has been opened ta the University of Tehran: 
Economic. 

4. The increase in, the official baying price of wheat has done little or 
nothing to improve the situation, Practically no wheat is being offered for sale 
at that price. Tehran still lives precariously from day to day, uncertain of 
to-morrow'a bread. No wheat has yet been allowed to leave the Hovist-occu 
zone, but promises of limited asnounts are. still being made by the Soviet 
authorities The provision of food is now the main precceupation of the 
Government. 

(25053 n3 
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5... The official price of bread has been doubled and it is now 2 rials per kilog, 
Even this price is a temptation to villagers to flock into the towns to purchase 
bread and to hoard their own supplies of wheat or sell them at the high prices 
obtaining on the black market. In many towns in Persia the price of bread is, 
however, much higher than the official price. 

6. Increases in the prives of certain commodities are stated by the press to 
have been as follows -— 

Inthe past In the last 
14 months. 5 weeks. 
Percent. Percent. 
Potatoes 500 % 
Onions 600 150 
Charcoal 300 
Wood 300 
Rice 20 
Cheese 600 
Beans 80 
Lentils “4 


7. The Majlis has sanctioned a loan by the ional Bank to the Govern. 
iment of 500 million rials for the purchase of food-st ‘addition to cereals 
it is the intention of the Government to purchase stocks of potatoes, peas, beans 
and Jentils to feed the poor in the event of bread shortage 


Currency. 

‘The Soviet Ambassador has proposed to the Persian Goyernivent a 
financial agreement similar to that in force between the British and Persian 
Governments, that is, the provision by the Persian Government of rials against 
40 per cent. in gold and #0 per cent. in dollars at the fixed rate of exchange of 
‘32 rials to the dollar. 


Persian Forces, 


9, General Ridley, of the United States arm wo Staff officers have 
arrived in Tebran as advisers to the Minixtryof War, ‘The scope of the duty of 
these officers his not yet been defined. 


Appointmente—Military, 
19—(), Sart Ali Chadas. to be Military Governor of Tehran, wie 
elude Muga (signed 
(ji) Sarhang Issa Ashtudakh, to be director of the ammunition factory 


Internal Security. 
Kars 
11. The situation in Fars appears to be temporarily settling down, leavin, 

the Government in a weaker position than before as regards Nasir Qashgai ai 
the tribes. Nasir’s reply to the Prine Minister's letter (eee Summary No. 42/43, 
paragraph 11) is to the effect that he is a loyal Persian, that he agrees to hand 

the arms and equipment recently captured from Persian forces (see Summary 
No. 41/42, paragraph 4) and that he will sead hie mother and brother to Shiraz, 
but he declines the invitation to come in himself. ‘The tribes have meanwhile 
spread out over their winter quarters, Tt is probable that, provided the Qashgai 
remain quiet, the Government, absorbed in other problems, will be content to let 
things be, Various influences are at work to persuade the Qusbgai not to create 
trouble at present that might provoke the British either to take action against 
them themselves or to force the Government into action, They are to wait and 
see what happens in the Caucasus, Meanwhile Nasir grows stronger. Certain 
sub-tribes, notably the Darashuri, who were little inclined to support him, have 
probably been driven into his camp by the ill-timed action of the Persian forces 
(sce Summary No, 41/42, paragraphs 8 and 9). and the Qaahgni are now a more 
united body than they have been for some time. ‘There is little doubt that Nasir 
is under the inflnenee of pro-Axis and anti-British parties 


Azerbaijan, 
12. The situation in Western Azerbaijan is giving the Persian authorities 


much cause for anxiety. Although it is likely that the object of recent Rassian 
dealings with the Kurds (see Summary No, 40/42, paragraph 7) was genuinely 
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to produce more settled conditions, there seems to be little doubt that it has been 
construed by the Kurds as encouragement, if not of Kurdish independence, at 
least of a degree of local autonomy m Persia. The intransigence of the Kurds 
appears to be growing to a degree that is embarrassing to the Russians, who, on 
the one hand. wish to avoid antagonising the Kurds, and, on the other, do not 
wish to see them challenge tbe shadow of Persian Government. authority. that 
remains in Western Azerbaijan. The Kurds, in the opinion of His Majesty's 
Consul-General in Tabriz, are disappointed with the present Russian attitude 
towards their aspirations, 

According to Persian official reports, Umar Khan of the Shakak, who, 
as was reported in Summary No. 40/42, paragraph 7, was recognised by the 
chiefs who attended the Ushnu Conference as Supreme: Chief of the Ui 
Kurds, has been collecting money from villages and exercising other rights 
ruler. He bas put the districts of Saqgiz, Baneh, Sardasht and. Gurk. in 
charge of Hama Rashid of Baneh, until recently in rebellion against th 
Government. The Persian forces appear to be well established at 
Sagqiz, bat there may be trouble at Sardasht, where the presence of Pishdar 
Kurds from Traq is resented by Persian Kurds 


Russian Interests 

14. His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed reports that during the latter 
half of October the Russian forces in Meshed, with the exception of the air force, 
have been almost completely changed. ‘The new troops are mostly Europeat 
Russians, well armed with automatic rifles and wommny-guns, Some artillery has 
also arrived. ‘The strength of the garrison ix now about 2,000. Tho number of 
airoraft has been reduced to about twenty machines. Night flying. which had 
been in abeyanin, is again much in evidence. 


Tebran, November 3.1082 
Seeeaet ol torment eert Homma) sale ol ibe temngs 
[E 6922/19/ No. 40, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Received November 2%) 

IS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hin Majest 

al Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and hs the honour to ranantit 


ry No. 4 the period the 4th to 
Wy the military attac i legation, 


Tehran, November 10, 1942. 


Enclosure in No, 46. 
(Secret.) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 45 for the Period Nonember 4-10, 


Persian A fair 
Political cit 


Economie. 


3. The bread situation in Tehran is still critical, In the absence of any 
effective action by the Government against boarders, and they show no inclination 
[25053] 
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to take forcible action, future bread supplies are dependent on wheat being 
allowed to leave the Russian occupied zone. It is understood that the Soviet 
‘authorities have agreed to allow the removal of 7,500 tons over the next month. 

4. The increase in the official price of wheat bas had only the effect of 
increasing the price on the black market. It has made no material difference to 
the amount of wheat being produced for sale. The press is now saying that 
there is no hoarding, and that consequently the only way to avoid famine is to 
import wheat from abroad. 

5. An announcement in the press states that 2,000 tons of seed wheat 
purchased in India will be distributed as follows -— i 

Bushire, Shabankareh, Nayat Daud, Dashtistan 350 
Larestan 30 

1.420 
Bandar 30 
Kerman 150 


6 The press reports that during the month the 28rd August to the 
22nd September, 46,506 goat- and sheep-skins were exported via Khuzestan. 
480 cow-skins from Rezaich; 4,000 kilog. of wool vin Khuzestan; 3,073 kilog 
of feathers vin Reaht. 

‘The price of tobacco has been raised by 20 per cent 
Currency. 

7. A further issue of rials will be required in the very near future and the 
Government will again have to go to the unco-operative Majlis for sanction. 
Proposals made jointly by the British and American Ministers for a permanent 
solution of this frequently recurring cause of crisis are now being considered by 
the Cabinet, ‘The Cabinet may prefer to resign rather than accept them. 

8. The Soviet Embassy has now proposed different terms for a financial 
agreement with the Persian Government from those reported in Summary 

fo, 44/42, paragraph'8, ‘They now propose that they should be supplied with 
their requirements in rials against a promise of goods, and that, if the value of 
the goods imported should be less than the rials acquired, the difference should be 
adjusted by the delivery of gold to Persian representatives in Moscow. 


Internal Security. 
Fars. 

9. A Government commission is to proceed to Fars to negotiate with Nasir 
Qusbgai, This tribute to his importance should greatly increase Nasit’s prestige 
among the Qushgai and in Fars and make it eventually much more difficult for 
tho Government to re-establish control over the tribes and order in Ears, which 
in now at the mercy of the Qashgai... It is clear that Nasir's political supporters in 
‘Tehran haye been able to influence the Cabinet 


Khuzestan, 

10, Reinforcements of one battalion of infantry, some cavalry and mountain 
guns have been sent to Dizful with a view to maintaining order among the Arab 
tribes who have been marauding in that area 


Russian Affairs 


11. The Soviet Embassy has presented to the Persian Government a draft 
contract for the supply of arms and ammunition to be manufactured in the 
Persian munition factories. ‘The contract is for 60,000 rifles, 42 million rounds 
‘of small-arms ammunition and 30,000 machine pistols to be delivered in periodic 

quotas during the course of a year. The Soviet Government undertakes to supply 
the necessary raw materiale and additional tools that may be necessa 
‘Twenty five thousand rifles are to be handed over from stock immedintely on 
signature of the coutract. By agreement with His Majesty’s Government, the 
Soviet. Government has first claim on the products of the Persian munition 
factories. 

12. The Soviet authorities have at last agreed that the Persian Government 
should be urged to take air-raid precautions in Tehran. Hitherto their attitude 
has been that the danger of air raid was too remote to warrant alarming the 
population, and the Persian Government were anly too ready to accept this view 
rather than that of the British authorities. 
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American Affairs. 


13. A Bill has been laid before the Majlis to authorise the omployiment of 
the American, Dr. Millspangh, as Director-General of Finance. ‘The Bill gives 
him considerable powers in the control of finance and of the officials of the 
Finance Department. Dr. Millspaugh was Adviser to the Persian Ministry of 
Finance from 1923 to 1927. 





(B 6978/19/34) No. 47, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden.—(Received November 27.) 


(No. 335.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Prinoipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary for the period of the 1th to 

th November, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, November 17, 1942. 


Enolosure in No, 47, 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 46 for the Period. 
November 11-17, 1042. 
(Soret) 
Persian A fairs. 

Political 

‘THE. political ains very unstable, The proposals made a week 
ago for a perma at of the currency. question are still under 
discussion between the Gi it and representatives of Majlis parties, They 
involve ratification by the Majlis of the Anglo-Persian Financial Agreement and 
surrender by the Majlis to the Government of its authority to sanction increased 
note iastien Unless these con are fulilled, the British and American 
Governments will give no undertaking to supply Persia's requirements in wheat, 
If the Majlia rejects the proposals either the Government must resign or the 
Prime Minister must close the Majlis. The issue is still in doubt, although it 
seems improbable that even the Persian Majlis could be so irresponsible ax to 
deprive the country of wheat supplies. There is, unfortunately, little hope of 
the question being treated solely on its own merits by the Prime Minister's 
enemies 

2 The change bronght about in the military sitnation by the operations in 
North Africa has had considerable effect on educated public opinion, Many are 
now trying to increase their insurances with the Allies. 


Finanee. 
3. A Government Bill has been laid before the Majlis revising the existing 
income tax law. ‘The Bill proposes to tax incomes as follows -— 
Tnoomes up 10 7. Exempt. 
201-20,000 rials: 1 per cent, on 7,200 rials; 3 per cent 
on remainder, 
‘of 20,001-40,000 rials: 6 per cent. above 20,000 rials, 
‘of 40,001-100,000 rials: 10 per cent. above 40,000 rials 
‘of 100,001-300,000 rials: 20 per cent. above 100,000 rials 
f 300,001-500,000 rials: 30 per cent. above 300,000 rials, 
Is: 40 per cent. above 500,000, rials, 
‘of above 1,000,000 rials: 60 per cent 


offcinlly stated to bé as follows :— 
Rials. 
Total notes issued F $,200,000,000 


In hands of the public k 2,641, 936,000 
With National Bank ‘538,063,500 





























42, paragraph 9, of the draft 
inancial agreement proposed by the Soviet Government to the Persian Govern 
on neni facorratae Thsdial states that the State Bank of the 
R. and the National Bank of Persia shall open accounts with each other in 
rials, without interest. ‘These accounts to be settled half-yearly, the debtor bank 
placing-at the disposal of the creditor bank gold to the extent of 40 per cent. of 
the balance due and 60 per cent. in dollar credits. ‘The gold remains deposited 
with the debtor bank until the end of the war, unless the creditor bank wishes to 
remove it-at its own risk and expense. the agreement means that the 
Soviet would obtain whatever Persian currency it needs and supply such goods 
as it can spare, the difference in value being eventually settled as to 40 per cent. 
in gold and 60 per cent. in dollar credits. 


Economic. 

4. The wheat situation has way improved. In the provinces, with 
the exception of those in the north, amounts collected in Government depots are 
still far short of what is required to feed the provineial towns. Provincial officials 
consequently are concerned to obstruct the removal of wheat from their own 
provinces to the capital or to otber centres, Tehran still lives from day to day, 
depending on the arrival of supplies from the Russian-occupied zone. 

7. As a result of the urgent representations of the American adviser to 
the Ministry of Food, purchases of certain food-atuiffs for civilian Poles have been 
considerably reduced. Eggs, for example, which were previously purchased at 
the rite of 26,000 a day, have now been reduced to 2400'a day. ‘The high living 
of the Polish refugees was not only a constant irritation to hungry Persians, but 
‘was also a cause of shortage and high prices of certain commodities 

8. The following are the prices ruling in the Txfahan bazaar :— 

Per ton 
Rinks 
Wheat 
Rice, first quality 
Rice, second quality 


Barley 
Pea 


Potatoes 


Communications. 

9, The Tehran-Tabriz railway has now been comploted as far as Mianch, 
Construction trains have been through, and traffic, which now stops at Zinjan, 
will shortly run through to Mianeh 


A ppointments—Civit. 

10.—(i) Suleiman Kalhur, to be Governor of Kazvin vice Qiami, resi 

i?) Abal Hassan Thtehaj (M.A. 116, £0. 88), tobe governor of the National 
Rani 

Wil) Dr Daftar, tobe inaging director ofthe Mortgage Bank 

(iv) Sahamiddin Ghaffari (Zoka-ed-Dowleb) (M.A. 97, ¥.0.77), to be director 
of the Press and Propaganda Department. 


Persian Forces. 
{ ppointments—Military. 
11—{) Sathang Mohamed Ali Alavi, wow dirwstor of the 4th Bureau of 
the General Staff, to be head of the secretariat of the General Stafl. 
(ii) Colonel Ghulam Reza Shahin, to be director of the 4th Bureau of the 
Seneral Stafl. 


Internal Security. 


12, Evidence has been obtained that makes it quite clear that Nasir Qashgai 
is the centre of an anti-Ally and pro-German movement. Moreover, air 
reconnaissance has discovered a secret aerodrome close to Farrashband (j-inch 
sheet H. 30 W) in Fars, marked so as to indicate that an aircraft was shortly 
expected to land. The plot, of which he is a couspicuous figurehead as is 
South Persia, has extensive ramifications. He is still in negotiation with the 
Government fy telegraph. He has sent his mother and small son of 10 years 


toShirsas for hie reel hohaviowr and has nirnmiced that he will come 
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to Tehran when he has collected the arms of the Qashgai, As he is quite 
incapable of collecting the arms of the Qashgai, this promise means nothing. 
Wiser counsels having prevailed, the Government has decided not to increase his 
importance by sending the proposed commission to negotiate with him. 

13. Meanwhile, possibly due to improved measures of protection, the 
Bushire-Shiraz road was relatively safe. A hold-up of four A.1.0.C. tank lorries 
and a commercial lorry occurred ou the 12th November, resulting in the robbing 
of the drivers. But villages, particularly those of Nasir's enemies, have been 
suffering: heavily from the depredations of the Qushgai. Several unconfirmed 
reports have been received that the Qashigai are neaiviny arma from wae cre 
in Isfahan and -303 ammunition of recent manufacture haw been seen in their 
Possessio 


Persian Baluchistan 

14_The operations reported in Summary No. 96/4, paragraph 19, to be 
in progress in the Bashnkird district have resulted in the murrender of the leader, 
Abdul Hussein, and the collection of some 40 rifles, 


Khuzestan 

15. The British authorities in Khuzestan are anxious that the Persian 
forces, whose arrival at Dizful waa reported in Summary No, 45/42. paragraph 10, 
should not undertake operations against the Arabs for fear that the result might 
be to disturb Arab labourers employed by the British forces and alter the present 
situation which, while unwelcome to ‘the villagers and landowners who are 
sullering from Arab depredations, does not adversely affect British military 
interests, His Majesty's Consul-General at Ahwaz has been instructed to use 
his good offices to bring about a settlement that will ensure a cessation of Arab 
Jawlessness with the minimum disturbance of th 


A verbaijan. 
16. General Agevli, the General Officer Commanding, Gendarmerie, is now 


in Azerbaijan and. is'said to be arranging with the Russians for the 
Fe-establinhment of gendarmerie posts along the Porso-Turkish frontier 


Turkish Affairs 

17. ‘The Turkish Government has Proposed to the Soviet authorities the 

formation of a joint commission to deal with matters relating to the Turco. 

Persian frontier, The Russians have agreed, but have suggested that Porsia 
should also be represented on this commission 


Tehran, November 17, 1942. 





(B 7230/19/38) No. 48. 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Rden—(Received December 11) 
(No. 395.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and‘h the honour (6 tranarsit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 47, for the period of the 18th to 
the 24th November, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, November 24, 1942. 


————— ee 
(Secret) 
Enclosure in No, 48, 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 47 for the Period November 18-24, 
1989, 


- Persian Affairs, 
Political. 

DURING the week the situation lod to a sétious crisis between the Prime 
Minister and the Deputies. Tt centred around the question of a further issue of 
currency, but was made the occasion for a serious attempt to overturn the 
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Government. After much lobbying the Prime Minister came to the cond 
that business could not be done by normal methods, and that be would challenge 
the Majlis by asking for full powers in certain matters. The Bill he presented 
to the Majlis usked for full powers to deal with questions of food, transport, 
security and the stabilisation of prices. At the same time he presented another 
Bill which would transfer the authority of, the Majlis to sanction new issues 
of currency to the Currency Commission. The Inter Bill was passed after a 
lengthy session. The approval of the Deputies was probably influenced by the 
belief that further delay would bring about some forcible action by the Allies, 
possibly the closing of the Majlis 

2. In his speech introdncing the Bill asking for full powers (mentioned 
in paragraph 1 above), the Prime Minister mentioned the following points :— 


(@) The British had agreed to that proportion of the sterling 
balances of the Persian Go nt, as ascertained quarterly, which 
is convertible into gold from 40 per cent. to 60 per cent, 

(#) Tf the pound was later found to be over-valued in terms of rials, there 
was.a hope of securing a readjustment of the rate of exchange. 

(0) The Allies had agreed to bring 25,000 tons of wheat to Tehran, and, in 
‘uddition, to import as was found necessary sufficient wheat to. make 
up the deficiency of local supplies until the next harvest 


‘There is likely to be strong opposition to the Bill, and it seems that a 
determined effort may be made to turn out the Government 

4. Recent Allied victories haye greatly affected public opinion, and, while 
it cannot be said that anti-British feeling has greatly diminished, there is a 
hoticeable incrense of respect for the Allies. Perhaps from fear of dissolution, 
certain leaders of Majlis parties are now eager to axsert their desire to co-operate 
with the Allies 


Currency. 

4. ‘The new Currency Bill, of which a translation ix given in an appendix 
to this Summary, should remove the difficulties hitherto existent. in obtaininy 
fauflcient rials for British expenditure in Persia and will avert a recurrence o 
the crinis that has arisen at intervals each time that Majlis sanction had to bo 
demanded for further ines of currency—crises that have shaken the Government 
‘and aroused great public excitement, will not, however, restore public 
fonfidence in the currency nor allay fears of continuing inflation 


Economie. 
5. ‘The wheat situation, particularly ax regards the capital, has slightly 
mproved. Supplies are now coming forward in vmall quantities from the Russian 
yone, and the Soviet authorities have stated that they now propose to take not 
nore than 5,000 tons of wheat for themselves and that the remainder will be 
favailable for Persian consumption. ‘They do insist, however, on having 
30,000 tons of rice, but say that they will take rice from the province of Gila 
only, the rice of Mazanderan being loft for Persian Government needs 


{ ppointments—Ciei 
0—4(i) Ismail Bahadur (M.A. 54), Goveruor of Kashan, to be Governor of 


Bushire. 
(i) Morteza Sarmad, to be Director of the Anti-Hoarding Department 


Persian Forces. 


7. The position of General Ridley (see Summary No. 44/42. paragraph 9) 
still remains indefinite. He has as yet no official position, but is being given 
facilities to investigate the conditions of the Persian army, and he has already 
outlined certain proposals for reform 


Appointments—Military. 

§.—(i) Sartip Abdullah Hidayet, from Deputy Chief of the General Staff 
to be Commandant of the Cadets’ School, rice Sartip Ansari. 

(Gi) Sartip Ghulam Ali Ansari (M.A.23), to be attached to General Ridley: 
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isis Internal Security 

9. His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabriz reports that, owing to trouble 
between the townspeople and the Kurds who now rule the districts the Soviet 
authorities have agreed to the despatch to Mahabad. (Sauj Bulagh) of a battalion 
of Persian troops and a force of gendarmerie. It is not-yet known whether the 
Persian authorities have the troops available. 5 

10. It ig also reported that the Tragi Pizhdar Kurds have agreed to 
the town of Sardasht on condition that it is not occupied hy their enemies, the 
Mangurs (see Summary No. 44/42, paragraph 13) 
Fars 

11. There is evidence that Nasir Qashgai and his brother Khosto 
considerable pertttation, “This le erence partly io reodpnoe iene 
and partly to the knowledge of the discovery of the secret aerodrome in Nasit’s 
territory (eee Summary No. 46/42, paragraph 12). Khosrow has arrived in 
Shira. and be is reliably reported as having said that he intends to assure His 
Majesty's Consul of his intention to obey the orders of Government." Oue eitasary 
states that he has quarrelled with Nasir and intends to attach himself to the 
British. ‘This may be nothing more than a typical Qasbyai ruse, but ag 
inclination to veer away from Nasir may tow be expected to be evident 
his supporters in Fars and Tehran. The Persian General Staff esti disinclined 
to undertake operations against him, arguing that it would be unwist to de oo 


unless they had the transport to move reinforcements rapidly from ‘ 

the forces in Fars prove fnauficient for the ake 4 {0m Tebran should 
12. His Majesty's Consol-General at Bushire roports that brigandage ix 

becoming more prevalent in Dashtistan, four Porsian caravan having recently 

been robbed near Horasjun and Shahbankaroh, The Tangistan and Dashti chiefy 


are again growing traculent and are showing increasing opposition to the pr 
of gendartterie garritons in their porta, ee PPomtion tothe presetice 


Russian Affaire, 


13, The Russi is00 in Mexhed is now reported to bou 
0 consist of the following units i oe En AR GOT 


One battalion each of the Sth and 6th Infantry Regiments 
27th Infantry Regiment from Turkestan. 
One regimont of artillery 

A few light tanks 

50th Air Squadron (twenty to twenty-two airoraft) 


A detachment is reported to have been sent recently to Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam 


Tehran, November 24, 1942. 


Appendix. 


Translation of the Text of the Currency L od byt is 
the Currency Law pussed by the Majtia on 
Nocember 10, 494, ns ii 


Article 1 


From the date of the passing of this law 


is vested in the Note Reserve Control Committees. Cri ran aaied 


Article 2 


The Director-General of Finances, Dr, Millspau 
of the Note Control Rewrve Commitixeafterhisareinaly some & member 


Article 3, 


‘The conditions for the issu botes, authority 
di b issve tes. authority for which ted 
Jaw in the Note Reserve Control Committee, will be xed iby a does OF io 


Council of Ministers, acting on pu ‘the No 
Geunclt GE Ministers, acting on proposals pot forward by the Note Reserve 
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Article 4 
Notes which are issued by virtue of this law must possess the following 
backing -— p a ato 
(a) As to 60 per cent.: gold at the official rate ruling in the international 
(0) ark a to prdiat mid /or pounds and dalla convertible ino Bod 
(0) As to 40 per cent. : pounds and dollars guaranteed against depreciation 

in terms of gold at to-day's rate 


Article 3. 

‘The backing for the notes to the value of 3,500 million rials, authority for 
the issue of which has been given up till this date, will be on a basis of 60 per cent 
gold and silver, valued at the international market rate, and the jewels which 
were handed over to the National Bank in accordance with the law of the 
25th Aban, 1316 





(1B 7308/19/88) 49, 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Biden—(Received December 18) 
No. 405. ; 
W'S 7118 ‘Majeliy's representative. promnts lla complimante’ to His MAjety’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the bouour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the period of the 
25th November to the Ist December, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to 
his logation, 


Tehran, December 1, 1942, 


Enclosure in No, 40, 
(Seoret) =F 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 48 for the Peri 
pk, November 2. December 1, 1942 
Pervian Affaire, 
Political 
"TIE relations of the Cabot with dhe Maiti enain very trained The 
Bill asking for full powers for the Government has not set enéered on the fr 
tage of Majlia procedure—examination by a commission of Depoticn. The 
Mall tile, bu the far of tation epery ie ty with auton 
The 3 tates to encourage any measures that. would. give unrestricted 
Poreauita the Raton Aestoows tacos yaty 9 sy apni bo ol lane 
Fonfidence, In this bo is encouraged by the mulitary leaders. who, although they 
would weer the silecing of the Majlis exitcam of the ‘army’ fear an 
wetsion of the Prime Minister's control over the army. Considerable spec 
{lon ben bee ened by articles fx the pres aplved by tbe Public Waations 
Bureau of tho British Legation, which referred to British support of the Cabinet 
and disapproval of frequent. changes of Cabinet. These have been wrongly 
foterpreted to mean hat Qavames Sultanch will ko maintained in power by the 


British, It is probable that the Prime Minister's position has teen strengthened, 


some people hold the opinion that his personal prestige has been diminished. 
rare, coe alia wos saad in pola trees ia ut capital to sripen feort 
that the British intend to establish Qavam-es-Sultaneh as a dictator, and this has 
to some extent been successful in arousing strong feelings against him. Even the 
‘Shah appears to have been alarmed, and he is showing an increasing tendency to 
look for support and protection in the army rather than in the Government and 
the Majlis. 


Economic. 

3. Tehran and the provincial towns just manage to avert a bread crisis, and 
the Prime Minister's annonncement that the Allies hive undertaken to spas 
25,000 tons of wheat within the next few months and to ensure that prov 
ebeleotioe of looal supply: will besmao' good up’ to next” harvest has done 
something to allay public fears of famine. ‘There are hopes of an improvement 
in the flow of supplies into Government stores in most provinees. 


im 


4. The following figures relative to the rise in prices are believed 0 be 
reliable — ei : 
Index of wholesale prices (1936 = 100)— 
March 1942 
July 1942 
Cost-of-living index (1936 = 100)— 
‘September 1941 
March 1942 
uly 1942 
October 1942 


Notes in circulation— 
March 1942 1,746,000,000, 
November 1942 nearly 3,000,000:000 


5. The results of « census of population and animals in districts included 
in the jurisdiction of the Governor of ‘an appendix 


Currency. 


6. A statement in Summary No. 47/42, paragraph 4, tw the effect that. the 
dew Currency, Law had not restored public confidence in. the ral. requites 
correction... The strength of the backing given to future ixsues of curreniy. by 
ticle 4 of that law hax beon realised by the public. As a tesalt, the price of Ko 
n Tehran has dropped. 


Persian Forces. 


7. Much diseussi iow going on in Persian military circles: ax to the 
dution and powers that should be given to an American Miliuiry Mission should 
Atnerica agree to send one. Tt bas been accepted that the head of the tniasion 
would be assistant to the Minister for War and that ordore regarding adminis 
{ration and otganixation would be issued by the Minixtry only with his approval, 
Tho Shah and the Chief of the General Staff wish to limit. the activities of the 
tission to the Ministry for War, and in that they would havo the support of all 

orrupt officors; but it is zenerally realised that no effective roforme would be 
achieved unless the American Mission had the right to investigate administra 
tion in unite and formations and to insist on the dinpiasal of corrupt and 
ineficient officers. The Shah is: anxious to preserve unimpaired. his personal 
influence in, and his right of command over, Che atmy. ‘tives ie ‘muspicion that 
he is at present. more concerned to foster attachment to his porsan than to 

inate corruption. 


A ppointments—Military 


8. Army—(i) Sarhang Mubaminad Tagi Alp, formerly Chief of Staff to 
Sipahbod ‘Shahbakhte, to be Commander of. th ith (Ardbil) Brigade, rite 
Sarhang Jahanpulad, 
Gendarmerie—(ii) Sarhang Muhammad) Ghaflari to command No. 1 
(Tehran) Gendarmerie District 
(iii) Sarhang Jawad Mir Kendereski to command No. 7 (Western) Gendar 
merie District 
pists) Sa#banw Hagir Nikandesh to command No, i (Khorassan) Gendarmerie 
strict 


Internal Securit 
verbaijan, if 


8. “General Agevli, the head of the gendarmerie, has now returned from 

Western Azerbaijan. He went there with Russian approval to investigate the 

matter of pla the frontier, mainly for the purpose 

fo Turkey and Traq. ‘The Russians were 

jeneral Agevli, however, considers that, in 

and well-armed Kurds along the frontier, small 

Poste of gendarmerie would be not merely ineffective, but likely to be overcome by 

the Kurds, and that only a strong military force could cope with the situation 

His Majesty's Consul-General in Azerbaijan considers that the Russtaes are 

becoming less opposed to Persian military action against the Kutds, in whom, 

with the improved situation in the Caucasus, they appear to be losing interest 

Ie is unlikely that the Persian army will venture on the serious operations tht 
would be necessary for the disarmament of the Kurds 
































Kermanshih. 


10, General Shahbakh 
of the Kalkhani tribe living in the vieinity of Kasr-i-Shirin-Karind. 


Lurestan. 

11, Since the beginning of November there have been repeated attempts to 
ambush small parties of Indian troops patrolling the railway line between Dorud 
and Mazn, These have occurred almost daily of late. The motive may be nothing 
more than an attempt to get rifles. The assailants are reported to belong to the 
Papi tribe of Lurs Strong representations have been made to the Persian 
Jovernment. 


Khuzestan, 
12. Meetings have recently taken place between the Arab chiefs and the 
Jocal commander of the Persian forces with a view to arranging a settlement that 
will put an end to Arab lawlessness. ‘These mectings were, however, not attended 
One of these, Hussein, the head of the dissident 
riflemen recently attacked the 
Mage of the head of the whole Cha’ab tribe and did appreciable damage. 
jeneral Shahbakhte will shortly visit Khuzestan and will consult His Majesty's 
Consul-General before taking military action. He is of opinion that some of the 
Arab sections must be disarmed in the interests of the peace of the district. He 
‘appears confident of being able to bring this about without causing disturbance. 


Fare, 

13. Several individuals, who have until recontly been engaged in pro:Axis 
intrigues, are now endeavouring to show that their sentiments are really pro: 
Britiah, Nasir Quabgai’s brother, Khosrow, has been in to Shiraz and has 
professed submission to Government to the Governor-General and friendly 
entiments towards the British to His Majesty's Consul. He has now gone to see 
Nasir, profomedly to advise him to come in and make his peace. Nasir would 
probably be more ready to do 90 1f assured of the stability of taneh's 
premiership, and consequently of the value of hin asiurances Other persons, 
Including some tribal chiefs, who, although they have not hitherto venture 
to support the British canso, have stood aloof from German intrigues, are now 
hoping for some eicouragement to come into the open. 

14. On the road there have been a few petty robberies, but during the Inst 
week no interference with British trafic. In ‘Tangistan there has boen some 
robbery of Persian caravans by local villagers. 


Russian Affairs 

purpose of the detachment of Rusiian troops, which was reported 

mary No. 47/42, paragraph 18, to have been seat to Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam, 

i, according to a statement of the Soviet military commander in Meshed, to 
prevent the smuguling into Afghanistan of Russian petrol imported to Persia. 

16. M. Maximoff, tintil recently Soviet Consul-General in Khorassan, has 

boon appointed counselior to the Soviet Embassy in Tehran in place of M. Ivanov, 

who has returned to Russia, 


Fighting French Affair, 


17. A mission of French air force personnel consisting of eighteen officers 
and forty other ranks has passed through Tehran on its way to Russia, where it 
is'to fight for the Russians, lying aircraft provided by them, 


Turkish Affairs 


18. The vorsion of the Turkish proposal to the Russians for the regulation 
of alfairs on, the Perso.Turkish border given, in) Summary No. 40/42, para; 
raph 17, is incorrect. ‘The proposal was merely that responsible officers should 
be depnted by Turkey and by Russia to clear up certain outstanding questions. 


Tehran, December 1, 1042. 
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E 7555/19/34) No. 50. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Elen.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 426.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Ma 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to tr 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 50 for the period the 9th to 
15th December compiled by the military atiaché to this legation. 


Tehran, December 15, 1942. 


Enclosure in No. 50, 
(Seeret.) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 50 for the Perio 
December 9-15, 1942, 


Persian Affairs 
olitigal. ‘! 
the 8th December a demonstration before the Majlis buildings, staged, 
is little doubt, by the Prime Minister's political enemies, developed inte 
rioting in the afternoon after some hours’ inactivity on the part of the police and 
iilitaty, who had been called out in the morning. Tn ita early stages it was 
the Government schools, but later in the day roughor 
: Some damage was done to shops and restaurants, and the 
Prime Minister's private house was looted. Order was not restored until the 
ico and military had opened fire on the mobs. ‘The number of casualtion is 1 
yet known. 
2 Attempts have been made to link up this dem i Lage 
of broad, ot there are good reasons for muspecting that it wan organised from 
a had orders from some high anthority 
ide the 4 with the demonstrations, Looting, 
except perhaps of the Prime Minister's house, was hot part of the programme of 
the originators of the demonstration, which was clearly directed against the 
Primo Minister and was meant to bring about hin resignation. ‘The Shah 
telephoued several timos during the day to the Prime Minister advixing, and even 
demanding, his resignation, but the Prime Minister, fortified by the advice of the 
British, Soviet and American representatives, declined to do 0, 
& Tho Shah's distrust of the F 
reports 
Among these must be counted the Chief 
of the General Staff, General Yazdan Panab, who has never made any secret of 
opporition, which he hases on his uot anjustitial mpt for all Persian 
politicians, to an extension of Cabinet control of the army or any reduction in the 
Shah's powers as Commander-in-chief, The Prime M ha 
desire to establish full control of the army by the Ministry for War re is 
Jittle doubt that both the Shah and the Chief of the 1 Staff would welcome 
the ret ‘of Qavam-es-Sultaneh and his replacement by a. less forceful 
persona 
4. X complication has been introduced into the schemes of political 
intriguers by the return toa position of authority of Sipahbod Ahmadi (M.A. 
F.0. 16). When the riot appeared to be out of control on the Sth December the 
Shah, who by that time had become very anxious, proposed that the Sipahbod 
should be appointed to restore order. ‘This was approved by the Prime Minister 
after consultation with His Majesty's Legation, but is now believed to be 
regretted by the Shah, as the Sipahbod is not friendly to the Shah's most. trueted 
adviser, the Chief of the General Staff. The Sipabbod is now Military Governor 
of Tehran and commander of all the forces in the capital. He has re-establis 
order, closed the Majlis, suppressed all the press, and made over 100 arrests, 
including the Chief of Police, his predecessor in the Military Governorship, 
several editors of newspapers and schoolmasters, and he is showing his usual 
ruthless energy in dealing with anyone suspected of trying to disturh the peace 
‘This cheerful scoundrel is much feared; he cares little for persons or laws And 1s 
suspected by his countrymen of designs of following in the footsteps of Reza Shah, 
He has a certain shrewdness, little edveation, no principles and considerable 
forcefulness. 
[25053] 1 
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blame for originating the disturbances is now being Jaid: variously 
on the Prime Minister, the British and the Palace. ‘Those interested in accusing 
the first-named are at present the most active. It is said that he instigated the 
es rather than face the Majlis, as he was due to ¢ day, and 

ed the pillaging of his own house to avert suspicio 
The Government is pablishing a Daily News Sheet. which is now the only 
paper appearing, It has published proclamations hy the Military Governor and 
the Prime Minister in addition to howe and foreign news. The Prime Minister 
omises a rigorous enquiry into the origin of the recent disturbances and compen 

sation to those who have suffered loss. 

7. It is understood that the Prime Minister. will reconstitute his Cabinet, 
eliminating the more unpopular Ministers, and perhaps introdacing some young 
blood, ‘The Shah appears to favour experiments with the younger generation and 
may bo thinking of poring as the leader of Young Persia. In his conception of 

my officers probably play a considerable part. 
h. now delegate of the Persian Government in the United 
rs, has beet ed with a view to his being appointed 
Minister of Finance. 


Economie. 

9. The Prime Minister has sent instructions to officials in the proviuces to 
the effeot that, since the Allies have agreed rood any real deficiency of 
grain, there is no longer any necessity for provinces to retain niore than a fow 
inonthe’ reserves. ‘The grain stocks of the country must be distributed with a view 
to the needs of the country as a whole in such a way that no district will sul 
1 present senrelty. 

10. ‘Tehran nearly ran ont of wheat, but the situntion was saved by 
supply of 250 tons from British army stocks. A further 1,200 tons is now on 
way from the same source. The Russians are ale now allowing «mall quantiti 

down from Northern Persia, having got the Persian Govern 
ment to the supply to them of 18,000 tons of barley, 5,000 tons of wheat and 
(000 tons of rice. Tn Tehran, in order to cke out bread supplies, 20 tons of 
cooked potatoes are being distributed to the poor daily at 2 rials per kilog. 
“The first 10,000 tong of the 25,000 tons of wheat Allies 
under the Food Agreement is boing »hipped from Canad rive 
before January: Meanwhile possibly as n reall of the auinouncement of these 
impending arrivals, the price on the black market has droy 
Pera. rhe Cotneil “of Ministers has. published w Gecreo fixing the 
18th December for the taking of the census preparatory to the ise of bread 
ration eards for Tehran. 


Currency, 

13. The Russians have asked for an immediate credit of 500 million rialk 
‘The Persian Government has not yet signed the financial agreement proposed by 
the Russians (sce Summary No, 46/42, paragraph 5). 


Appointmente—Cieit, 

14—{i) Sarlashkar Mugaddain (M.A, 182) to be Governor-General of 
Azorbaijan, The two existing Ustans of Eastern and Western Azerbaijan are to 
tbo united under his governors 

(ii) Sardar Akram Qaragozlu to be Governor of Hamadan. 


Porsian Forces. 


15. Sartip Zahidi, Commander of the Isfahan Division, was arrested on the 
7th December by British troops. Tt had for long been known that he was in touch 
with German agents and that he was working against British policy. He had 
boon encouraging Nasir Qashgai to maintain his position among the Qashgai, is 
strongly suspected of having assisted him with arms and ammunition, and was 
gradually creating a position for himself where he might have been dangerous if 
Circumstances deteriorated, The disturbances in Tehran prevented his arrest 
from oreating the stir it might otherwise have done. Official protests have been 
mild; some excitement and nervousness have been caused in the army, but 

was to generally unpopalar and so notorions as a dangerous intriguer that h 
arrest is a relief to many. ‘The effect of his arrest on the situation in Fars is no 


yet apparent 


A ppointments—Military, 

16.—{i) Sipabibod Alimadi (MUA/ 23) 1F.0/ 16))to'bé Militaity Governor o: 
‘Tehran and commander of all forces in the capital y : 

(ii) Sartip Abdal Ali Etemad Muquddam, from Deputy Chief of the 
Sendarmerie, to be Chief of Police. 
____ (iii) Reza Quli Kerim Quvanlu is reinstated in the army with the rank of 
Sartip and is appointed to the gendarmerie 

(iv) Sarlashkar Muhammad Nakehevan (M.A. 194; FO. 145), forme: 
Minister for War, has been awarded the Order of Humayun, et 


wo Internal Seourity 


17. ‘mountain. guns_ have 
it was, ‘There were two hold-ups of lorries between Kazerun and Shiraz early 
in Decomber. ‘The robbers were pursed by the gendarmerie and the robbed goods 
d. More activity is being shown by the Peraian forces on the road, but in 

there is still lawlessness and insecurity. 


Khorasson 

18. Villages south and east of Moshed are suffering mach from the depreda 
tions of small armed bands who are too mobile to be dealt with effectively by the 
gondar fter xix weeks withoot incident, tho main road between Meshed 
and Torbat-iHaidari wax raided early in December and 80,000 rinls carried off 
from eight lorries. Further south, somo 50 miles from Zahidan, raiders ftom 
Afghanistan carried off some twenty-five casox of toa from @ convoy, 


Russian Affaire 


19, The Soviet authorities in Tabriz have asked the local ALO.C. agent to 


Proride them with 5,000 empty petrol tins for packing meat for despatch to the 


20. The Rassian garrison at Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam (see Sum y No, 48/42 
21,” Supplies for Russia are again reaching Zabidan from India, 


Tehran, December 15, 1949. 


























CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


E 5796/207/89) No. 51 


Sir E. Spears to Mr, Eden-—{Received October 1) 
(tolegraph Beirut, September 30, 1942. 
POLITICAL activity is slight and there has heen no significant change in 
situation. There is a more Confident outlook regarding the supply position, 
the present rate for cereal collections is still fehind what is necessary to 
produce adequate reserves for the coming months 
Pr'>.~ AA tour which T made of the prineipal wheat-collecting centres has proved 
very useful. My reception was cordial throughout * 
8, Ceremonies were held at Damascus and Aleppo on 27th September to 
‘ate the first anniversaryof the declar f independence. In Damascuath 
Syrian President made a speech thanking the Fighting French and Great Brit 
for their generosity towards their country, whose independence, he said, was 
already complete asi effected subject only to limitations imposed by the war. I 
is reported he had intended to take this opportunity of countering Geweral 
de Gaullo's recent declarations regarding the continuance of the mandate, bat 
that ho wax eventually induced by the French authorit to dos, General 
ly appealed for Syrian confidence in France. 
Syrian Prime bsent from these celebrations because 
he objected to a censorship of the President's speech. 
ho ote Christian obposition to the Lctancee Prime Ministor is increasing 
and his rlationg with the French are far from cordial 
6. Enemy parachutists caught in civilian clothing in Aleppo area have been 
shot after trial by French court 
7. Goneral Monconr, Fighting French Dédgué in Alaouite territory, has 
boon replaced by Colonel des Essare from Homa, who hax always been most 
co-operative with the British authoritice 
5. There ix no change to report from tribal areas. which are oatwardly 
colm, apart from insignificant inter-tribal bickerings. No frontier incidents aro 
TePOt et reas bad confined ite! raaidly to reproducing ofical news Items and 
communiqués, Local comment ix very restricted, bat reflects more optimism 
regarding the supply sitnation 
ithe etemy brosdeasts have laid particular strew: on the attack on 
British convoy to Russia, but bave produced 1io new themes of general interest 





[B 6018/207/80) No. 52, 


Sir B. Spears to Mr. Eden—(Received October 14.) 

(etopraphic) Beirut, October VA, 1942 

ERE. is no appreciable change in the situation, which is still sufficiently 
stable to enable those in office successfully to withstand the intrigues of their 
opponents. 
Pee. Relations between the Syrian Prime Minister aud the President have 
now somewhat improved, but his position continues to be insecure, This is «i 
tie much concern, as his dismissal at the present time might jeopardise t 
of the wheat scheme In Lebanon, where the possibility of election is 
discussed freely, Erench desire to got rid of the 100 independent Samisolh ix 

nncreasingly plain. 

see Echo SOE etuation is, ofthe whole, <atistactory, although tack of 
proper control of distribution i= giving rise to some anxiety as regards the future 
Ihe rate of cereal collections continues to show a downward trend ox resistance 
to distribution cost of wheat scheme becomes increasingly stubborn. ‘The arrest 
of and internment of prominent offenders has become @ matter of most urgent 
necessity, and it is hoped that reluctance of Fighting French authorities to this is 
on the point of being overcome. 





(B 5922/207/89) 


Weekly Political Summary No. 27, Syria and the Lebanon, October 7, 1942.—~ 
(Received in Foreign Office, October 20) 
1. Generat 


The political calm of the last few weeks continues, but there ate signs of 
the imminence of Cabinet changes in both States. Reports indicate that in $ 
asa whole the Independence Day celebrations aroused little 
y remote, its only repercussions being the high prices 
of certain non-essential commodities. 
There is a general admiration for the Russian resistance in 
and a more favourable feeling towards the Alli 


2. Syria. 

Damaseus—Tension between the President and the Prime Minister is 

‘The main reason for it is probably jealousy : Husni Bey is alleged 
making considerable sums out of his position on the Wheat Board 
iggling from his own district of Homs and Hama into the Leban 
tis a fact that the President is working up the other 
Ministers against Husni Bey. They and the President affect to be outraged 
‘at his corruption and shocked at his failure to extract wheat from his landowning 
friends. ‘They also say that be ix unable to run the Council of Ministers 
This last charge is a matter of some surprive, for the British representatives 
on the Wheat Scheme describe h wally good chairman, 

‘The Prime Minister's ostentatious absence from the Independence Day 
ceremonies (see last week's Summary), which criticism of the French and 
a robuke to the President, has naturally united them both against him. Both 
sccuse-him of having made this gesture to bolster ap his postion, which he 
recognises to be insecure, and save bis face should ho dixappear fron ffce 

The pablication, over the signatures of thirty-nine ex-Deputies, of a 
declaration praising Sheikh Tajed-Din for his wise conduct of public affairs 
and his disinterest m in the welfare of the people may atrengthen the 
President's positic wni Barazi wax not one of the signatories. Tt ix 
understood that an attempt may be made to get rid of him quite soon; and th 

ity in being watehod, ax it might have some effect on the Wheat. Scheme 

‘The ‘recent improvement in the supply situation has ten maintained, 
although complaints ax to the quality of bread are again being voiced: 

Wheat collections from the Damascus aren are very low, bat purchases from 
the Hannan remain satisfactory 


Aleppo, 

Independence Day (the 27th September) was celebrated in Aleppo by a 
reception at the Sérail, during which Hin Majesty's Minister visited the Mohater 
This visit is understood to have been much appreciated even by those Nationalists 
and others who, in order to show their discontent with the present Government 
and their disappointment at its failure to achieve a fuller measure of indepen: 
dence, abscuted themselves from the ceremony. Other potable absentees were the 
Turkish aud Tragi Consuls, 

‘The Mobafez, Abdul Latif Bey Chanti, has been injured in a cnr accident 
while on hin way to Damascus, and is likely to be away from duty for some time 
to come. This is unfortunate a4 he has proved himself very sotmd and has 
teen most cooperative with both British and French officials 

The prompt execution of five enemy parachutiste on the 26th Septembe: 
(reported in Inst week's Summary) has made a good impression. In the past 

th sentences here have been subsequently reduced to imprisonment, 
and this show of speedy retribution was specially useful, 

On the Ist October the bakeries tried to refuse the sale of bread to those 
without ration cards. This reminder of the necessity for cards was overdue 

it was not possible to enforce it fally as lange crowds collected and at lea 
cone fatal casnalty occurred, The system is, however, necessary in order to check 
duplication and other waste 


4. Home and Hawa. 


In the absence of the Political Officer no detailed reports hiave been received 
from this area 
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5, Jebel Druze 

The first_annivers mueida by 
8 parade on the racecourse and speeches by the Délégué, the Emir Hassan and 
the Political Officer at the Sérail.. Little in was taken in the proceedings, 
a crowd of only some 300 assembling. 

Tt is reported that on the 28th September over eighty camels were seized 
from the Meseaid tribe by soldiers of the ‘TrausJordan frontier post of 
Umm el Kotein, The inc certainly a reprisal for raids made in 
the past hy inhabitants of hough powsibly not by the Mesaid. The 
incident has caused some excitement, and much sympathy is being expressed for 
the Messaid by the Drazes 

Following a short visit of the Emira to Soucida there has been a fresh 
outburst of complaints, none of them new. from the Atrash family against the 
French, It is reported that the Halabi family has lately been. showing more 
political activity--this possibly because it sees its opportunity in the internal 
fisputes of the Turshan, which have recently been so much in evidence. 

‘The wheat position is satisfactory, and purchases would be even better were 
the transport facilities greater. 


6; Alaouite Territory, 

|A letter from the head of the American Mission in Lattakia confirms the 
many previous reports which have been received here concerning conditions in the 
‘Alaouite territory, and makes it clear that Suleiman Murshid has long been a 
potential menace to security in this area: Cases of pillage and robbery are cited 
Portthin weiter aake for-nétion to protect persons who have been expelled from 
their villages and seem likely to become a burden to the American Red Cross 

Tt has been arranged, in agree with General Catroux, that the Political 
Officer at Homs shall be transferred to Lattakia, where Colonel des Essars, 
recently, Délégué at Homs, hax already been posted. — It is hoped that this 
combination, which has worked so well at Homs, will be able to settle the many 
Gieuities that have ariseh in this area, principally in counexion with the 
activities of Suleiman Murshid. Thie notable hax recently been reprimanded 
by the Syrian President and forced to return ands be fad salen, 
and he is therefore in a chastened and more an 


7. Euphrates and Jesireh 

‘Thoro are indications that, ax a result of Hie Majesty's Minister’s recent 
visit to this province, local grain-bolders are beginning to fool uneasy. His 
Majeaty’a representative's emphasis upon Anglo Preach determination to take 


drastic action against the opponents of the wheat scheme has not been Jost upon 
the population, and the Rrench Déljgué Adjoint has referred to the visit ia bin 
hullotin as a political event of real importance, 

"The Free French Délégué reports that fifty-one rifles and twenty-five rounds 
‘of ammonition for each ritle are on their way to Hassetché for distribution to 
the Asayrinn villages on the Khabour. Thirty-nine unserviceable weapons are to 
be collected and exchanged. Distribution will be made under British 


supervision 


8, Tribal. 

‘The Ramadan Jull in teibal affairs continues, and most of the incidents of 
which reports have come in date from before the last new moon. 

From the Jexireh come reports of minor raids and counter-raids between 
the nomads and semi-sedentary tribes, which are likely to continue until the 
nomads leave on their winter migration, 

Daham el Hadi continues his efforts to collect the equivalent of  Khawa 
or tax on road work in his area. An R.E. officer from Mosul bas reported 
that work has been stopped for several days on the Tell Kotchek-Kamishlic road 
‘owing to a dispute between Daham and the contractor Daoud Hanna. 1! 
Délégué Adjoint, Deir ez Zor, roports that Daham has claimed the right to 
impose his own guards and fix the sites for tents, and further demands « tax 
of 35 plastres per workman and 100 piastres per cubic metre of stone ‘quarried 
The Délégué his summoned Daham to Deir ez Zor and has warned him that 
if he insists upon his demands, he will lose the price that it had been agreed to 
‘pay him for stone from his quarries. 

Considerable anxiety and alarm is reported among the semi-sedentary tribes 
near Abu Kemal at the concentration of Iraqi Shammar on the other side of the 
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frontier. No incident is yet reported, but news of a raiding party of Shamma 
in the neighbourhood of Umm Ghreita caused the Agaidat nearby 10 round up 
their flocks and bring them into their villages 


& Frontier. 


most important one 
mobile, wh it 
ronti closed for three weeks on this 
side, was reopened before the nicling as a friendly gesture “The Vall whe 
seemed to the Free French Délégué to be an able and sincere man, could only 
hopes tht the garde mobile would be relensed very shorty, claiming that 
jond his powers to promise this release becaise the case hi 
to the Ministry of dustce . ea rescence beret 
Dther grievances that have occurred in the turbulent Jebel Akrad were 
ventilated by both parties, and it war arranged to bold mestings every mon 
‘or s0, This was the first one of its kind for four and a half years, though divect 
contact with the neighbouring Vali of Antioch was re-established thin summer 
{oe Summary No. 15 of the 15th July) 
West—Nothing to report. 


10, The Lebanon, 


Genoral Catronx is understood to have informed President Naccwohs 
veriting that be ix not prepared at this stage to accede to Sunt Bey Sos dnsan ad 
for the handing over of the Funds of Common Interest to the Lebanese Gover 
ment, He bases his refusal on the arguments (a) that not all 1 
recognised the Labanon as an independent Stato, and (b) that the 1 
Lebanese Treaty envisaged a three-year period of transition, during which the 
various services would have gradually been, handed over by the. inandatory 
authorities to the States’ Governments, and that, in the case of the Lebanon, this 
period xhould be considered as running from the proclamation of Labanose 
Independence on the 28th November, 1041 

Sami Bey Solh hax continued’ to. act in yavious 
br cies f the A dminiats ie, aad bas ani os J of hin colledgues in turn 
by failing t them in mattors conenrning thoir departinenta before taking. 
ees as eieear yc ahees nes maaan eae 
to whom ‘he grante privileges. By thin, negation of ordinary “departmental 
routine he ix naturally playing into the hands of the French, Christian aud 

Moslem elements, who are awaiting their chance to unseat him: ‘The conviction 
is growing that, unless he radically changes hix methods, he will not laat long in 
i present postion z 

The Lebanese supply wervices are Intending to reorganize the system o! 
disteibution of flour to the population, which ia most unsatisfactory, but have 
now postponed the initiation of this measure until the Ist November. ‘There is 
much discontent at the working of the present s but no serious agitation 
asi generally felt thatthe apply pesition i fr the present satisfactory. ‘The 
more far-sighted elements have, however, the wneasy conviction that the supply 
tervices are squandering the wheat received from th OLC DP. at too urent a feeg 
and that these supplies will therefore come to an end some months before next 
harvest. A distribution of 1 kilog. of sugar and 1 kilog. of rice is being made 
for the mouth of October. A Family Allowances Bill is also reported by the press 

to have been promulgated with elect from the Ist Octaber, a 

Another camp for Greek refugees his had to be established near Tripoli 
consequent on the temporary closing of the Aleppo camp oft account of a small 

‘outbreak of smallpox. It is hoped shortly to move 500 of the refugees. from 
Souk ol Gharb to Egypt. By this means a regular flow of refugees fram Turkey 
will be maintained. The discipline and hygiene of the Souk el Gharb camp hav 
of late left much to be desired, and it has been necessary to arrest aud intern 

seventeen Greeks thought to he responsible for promoting disorder. 
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(E 6175/207/89) No. 54. 
Sir B, Spears to Mr. Bilen—(Receieed October 21) 
(Telegraphic.) Beirut, October 21, 1942. 

WEEKLY summary. 

The politcal situation remains outwardly calm, ‘The position of the Syrian 
Prime Minister has slightly improved, but that of the Lebanese Prime Minister 
‘continues to deteriorate, and he is reported to be on the verge of resignation 
Shukri_ Kuwatli mains in the hackground, and Jamil Mardam will shortly be 
Slowed to" return to Damascus by agreement between General Catroux ‘and 
SaiK'y F hh i d at verti yheat 
2. The Fighting French have now at last agreed to arrest certain wh 
hhoarders, but none of th ‘any real importance, with the exception of Sheikh 
Dabam al Hadi, head of Syrian Shasnmar 

3 See my telegram No, 583 to Forei 
tologeum No. 40, 

see three important sbeikhs have resigned the leadership of their tribes 
owing to disputes with the authorities over wheat 

§ Commandant Blondel, hitherto Deputy Inspector of SS, at Beirut, has 
heen appointed Fighting French Delegate at Homs in place of Colonel dex Bolte, 
Pecenthy transferred to Pattak 
Tress continues a bitter campaign against the food hoarders and refle 
widespread dissatisfaction with present organisation of rupilaillement services 

‘Axiw witeless propaganda has been especially violent against Syrian 
Ministor of Youth and Propaganda. 


. repeated to Minister of State. 





(E 6844/207/80) No, 56, 


Sir K. Spears to Mr, Eden—(Receiced October 2) 

(No, 610) 
(Telegraphic) 

VERKLY summary 

There hax beon some improvement in the position of Lebanon Prime Minister 
hous resignation is now considered less likely. There is alao less expectation in 
Syrian circles of early dismimal of Husni Bartha, and on this 
seit aoctne reluctant 0, assume, responsibility while eo many. deli 
remain to be solved. 

2. Numbor of cases of smallpox recently reported has cau 
anxiety, Supplies of vaccine have been made available by British authorities and 
‘accinntion has been dclared compulsory 

3._ A decree has been published restricting the use of private cars as from 
rd November. 

‘4 Operations of Cereals Commission continne 
dolay in. implementing policy of arresta. Five traders 
‘and Jezireh areas have been arrested, but the most 
tinaffected, ‘The arrest of Daham-cl-Hada is til 
given to me by General Catroux that it would be ¢ 
Shortly to obtain arrest of this sheikh and other important offenders 

There hus been recrndescence of minor tribal incidents, which have 
howover, remained localised and in most cases have already heen settled. 


Beirut, October 28, 142. 





( 6493/207/80) No. 56. 
Sir B. Spears to Mr. Bden—(Receiced Nocember 5.) 


(No. 622.) 
(Telegraphi), 
VEEKLY summary. 


Beirut, Nocember 4, 1942 


The implementation of policy of arreats for obetructing wheat plan is a 


major event which has ousted all other political activity from the public mind 
he widest possible publicity has been given to these arrests, which have 
demonstrated to the population that the authorities are now determined to deal 
ffectively with those who have hitherto been able to flout the law. Nine persons 
in all have been deported, including Sheikh Daham-el-Hadi, and further arrests 
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are imminent (see my telegram No, 433 to Minister of State, Cairo, repeated as 
telegram No, 611 to Foreign Office). Position is not, however, yet. completely 
satisfactory, as certain of the individuals arrested were not ixicluded in. th 
original list of offenders agreed between British and Fighting French authoritie 
and none, with the exception of Daham-el-Hadi, is of first-rate importance. 

2 ‘Tours of wheat-growing areas which have been carried out by Syr 
Prime Minister and General Catroux have farther strengthened the impression 
that the authorities are determined to enforce the wheat scheme. 





(E 6823 /207 /80) No.5 
Sir B. Spears to Mr. Eden —(Receired November 19.) 


i Beirut, Nowember 18, 1942. 
summary 
ant arotised by events in Egypt and North Africa has somewhat 
subsided and the markets have recovered. Wholesale prices have. rallied 
approximately 10 per cent, and the gold pound is now, after somo fluctuation, 
steady at Syrian pounds 38°50, 
Entbusiaxm of tho Fighting French, at first whole-hearted, has heen 
tly damped by the news of the position accorded to Darlan 
3 Continual, rise in already high cost of living, due to unchecked 
speculation, is giving rise to some anxiety and Governments of both States are 
being urged to increas taxation in order to restrict the effect of the present 
midance of capital ot prices of commodities, 
4. An apparent reconciliation has taken place between Maronite P 
nd Lebanese President and the Government, but it is not expected to be 
excessive demands, including the appointment of a 
10 of hin support 
nt 
The cereal collections show a slight apward trond, and it is clear that 
recent arrests have had a considerable effect 





[B 6632/207/80) No. 8, 


Weekly Political Summary No. 82, Syria and the Lebanon, November 
ete (Received in Foreign Office November 23, 142) 

The successes of the Eighth Army and the operations in French 
have revolutionised public opinion concerning the course of the war, 
aroused an optimism as exaggerated ax the pessimism which followed our reverses 
in June of this year. 

There has already been a marked change in the sentiments of those elements, 
mainly Moslem, which still admired the Nazis for thei 
prospect of freeing the Mediterranean for conyoys has immediately raised hopes 
of am improvement in the local economic situation. 

This changed outlook has had a very noticeable effect on the markets in all the 
main centres; in Beirut, wholesale prices have fallen 20 per cent, aud the gol 
pound, which was quoted at £8.44 00 the 22nd October, is now being offered at 
ES. 36. 

In certain Nationalist circles the new situation is seen to haye political as 
well as military and it is hoped that, if the bulk of 
the French fleet and the whole ot French North Africa fall into Allied hands 
(preferably after sufficient resistance to cause irritation), British policy towards 
the French in this country may become less conciliatory 

The Presidents of both States have made declarations to the press congrati 
lating the Eighth Army on its victory; the Syrian President expressing the hope 
that all Arab and Moslem countries at present under Axis domination might. soon 
be freed and achieve the calm and prosperity enjoyed by the Levant States, thanks 
to Free France and Great Britain, 

Wheat. 

Although two further arrests have been made, it is diffieult to say with 
accuracy whether the recent slight improvement in collections of cereals is dne to 
these afrests or metely to an improvement of the weather and, consequently, of 
road and transport conditions, enabling deliveries hitherto held up to be made. 
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It is intended to make further arrests of wheat hoarders, and news that this 
is the agreed Anglo-French policy will doubtless have a certain stimulating effect 
ou these people 

A Technical Committee has been inaugurated by the O.C-P. to study the 
seed-wheat problem, and at a recent meeting requirements of 3,000 tons for the 
Lebanon and 14,000 tons for Syria and the Alaouite Territory were approved and 
recommended for purchase aud distribution by the O.C.P... either against exchange 
or cash. Tn nearly all cases these purchases will be for local sales, and will involve 
little transport, except for the seed required by the Lebanon, which is to come 
from the Hauran and from Homs and Hama. ‘The allowance is generous, bat it 
is otter to err on the safe side than to risk a reduction in the cultivated area next 
year. 

In the Lebanon, where definite and approved lists are ayailable of growers 
needing seed, and fairly good machinery for distributing it (the Office des 
Semences), distribution is reported to have begun. In Syria precise lists are 
Jacking and the machinery for distribution is unsatisfactory. The attention of 
the O.0,P, and the Syrian Department of Agriculture has been drawn to thix 
urgent and important matter. 


ria: Damaseus. 
‘The general political situation remains calm, local affairs arousing but little 
intereat in view of the news from Egypt and North Africa, 


Aleppo. 
Political activity is practically at a standstill, as it has become apparent that 
the late breach between the Syrian! Prime Minister and the President has been at 
uporarily healed, and that there is therefore little likelihood at present 

Of local politicians being called upon to take office. 


Homs and Hama. 

Despite the effect produced on the minds of the population by the events of the 
last few days, there ix still considerable pre-ccenpation with the wheat question. 
Tn Hama a short strike has occurred owing to the reduction by the municipality 
of the monthly wheat ration from 12 to 10 kilog. per head. and much discontent 
thas also beet caused by the despatch of wheat to the Lebanon, 

Wheat collections in this area bave increased following the recent arrest of 
hoardors in the Jezireb and of two members of a well-known Hama family 

‘An arms raid carried oat in the village of Fairouze revealed a house equipped 
for the repair and constr f small arms and ammunition. The occu 
arteated 


Tebet Druse 

‘A general feeling of instability contitwes, althougt the impression made by 
events in Egypt has had the aslutary effect of distracting attention frotn the local 
Squabbles of the Atrash and their rivale. An official letter of congratulation on 
the suocem of the Kighth Army has teen received by the polit 
Hamid Bek Jerbun, the chief religions judge of Soneida. 


Alaovite Territory, 

Following a tour of the area, the uew Fighting Freach délégué has recom: 
mended a of excellent administrative changes, including the replacement 
of all the kaimakams in the territory. Tn addition, six SS.Os. are either to 
he moved to other districts oF replaced altogether. ‘The president of the 
Municipality of Lattakia is to go, and Colonel Tombe, the head of the 
gendarmerie, has already been dismissed. This latter change, which is the only 
One 40 far made public, has made a profound impression, since the colovel was 
a. clos friend and supporter of Saleiman Murshid When the later complained 
to the délégué about Colonel Tombe's removal he was told that his complai 
should be addressed to the Syrian Government, as he (Murshid) held no. official 
position in the Administration, 


Euphrates and Sezireh 
‘There is no political activity to report, and local reactions to recent events 

are not yet known... The strenuovs efforts made to obtain wheat from this area, 

described in, last week's summary, have had gratifying results in the 

Province, where purchases are mounting steadily, but the Jezireh is still well 

behind. 
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Tribal. 

A start towards winter quarters fas now been :uade by the Mawali, 
Hadidiyin, Feda’an, Sha'a Ebeida, Shu'a Bteinat. Amarat and Rawallab, bu 
no great distances have yet been covered. Precautions are being taken to 
shepherd those tribes who are likely to quatrel with oue another, aud s0, far n« 
incidents have been reported 


The Lebanon. 

Lebanese politics, already quiescent, have been releg 
of public interest by the Bight y of the operations 
in French North Africa. ‘The far-reaching implications of these events are fully 
realised, but their practical, as opposed to their psychological, repercussions have 
not yet made theanaalves felt ia pelitieal activity 

The Lebanese Prime Minister, in conversation with the Political Officer n 
the th November, expressed considerable optimism and sclf-sutisfaction ae 
regards his own position, as he felt that he had successfully handled both the 
French and the Christians and that Jocal feelings towards hin, as well as towards 

better than when he took offic. 
isters 
French 
re is, however, a danger that 
g the Moslems, who are his chief 
supporters, by failing to display. sulficicntly “" independent” «pir 
surrender to ianjustified French exigenoies in certain matters of pu 
concern, though admittedly dictated merely by a desire to appease 
already been criticised it Tocal circles. . 

After many months of discussion, a, decree imposing a war profits tax wax 
finaly signed and published on the 7ih November. By" British standards it on 
an extremely Jenient measure, but will nevertheless be fought tooth and nail by 
focal profiteers, and tho tax will probably prove extremely difficult. to collect 
4 country where s0 many merchants do not keop regular books, 

smallpox epidemic appears to have beeu maatered in the Lebanon, thanks 
to the energetic monsures taken. by: the wet of Health, which have resulted 
in a large portion of the population being vaccinated and’ reported. cases being 
preeptly itolated. The Mbinisier han express gratitde for the co-operation 
he haa received from the British military authorities in regard to the supply of 
rucvine from. Palest ad sleowbore : 

Shortage of shipping is likely to restrict the number of pilgrims leaving the 
Lavant Staten for, Moccer but the assistance givin by te Allied authorities hes 
teen appreciated in Moslem circles, and the number of applications received 
shows a satisfactory confidence in the capacity of the Allies to ensure a safe 
passage, particularly in the Rod Sea between Sues and dedda, 

Viieat collections have now virtually ceased in the Lebanon, and interest 
centres rather an the capacity of the Lebanese Supplies Department to ensure 
fan oquitable distribotion amongst the population of the grain received. from 
the O.C.P- 


Press and Propaganda 

Leaflets announcing Allied successes ini North Africa were dropped over 

rian and Lebanese towns during the week. On the first ovcasion 120,000 

leaflets containing news of the break-through of the Kighth Army and giving 
lists of enemy casualties were dropped over Beirut, Tripoli, Sidon, Damascus, 
Aleppo, Lattakia, Homs and Hams. Later 250,000 leaflets giving further news 
of operations in French North Africa were dropped over the same towns, 

‘These events i so dwarfed all other news in the papers, 

The arrest of the wheat hoarders wave rise to several articles praising this 
firm action on the part of the Allied authorities and asking that similar severe 
measures might be imposed on other delinquents 

Enemy wireless propaganda has been yery subdued on the subject of 
operations in Egypt, and, although the Germaus came out with a few ingenious 
explanations for Rommel's retreat, the enemy on the whole has fallen back on 
his favourite topic of calling down curses on the heads of the Jews. 


























[1B 6983/207/89) 


Anglo-French Relations in the Levant States. 


ster co 
discassion. A meoting between fe Gaulle, the Prime Minister and the 
Fo retary took place on the evening of the 0th September, at which 
General de Gaulle shower himself to be in one of his most unreasonable moods, 
and the conversation finished on the note that he had no suggestions to make for 
the settlement of ontstanding questions in the Levant. At this point an_effort 
was made by M. Dejean, the Commissaire for Foreign Affairs of the Freuch 
National Committee, to find a way out of the impasse, and on the Sth October he 
forwarded to Sir M. Peterson an aide-mémoire (see enclosure 1) putting forward 
the following concrete proposals as a basis of negotiation :— 


(1) The Fighting French would agree to a declaration being made before 
the end of the year that elections would be held in Syrin and the 
Lebanion by the’ spring. 

(2) The Fighting French would ‘abandon their claim to assume command 
of the Allied troops in the Levant. Any further point they m 

der this head would refer to their desire to. group 
forces under an unified local command 

(8) A joint Franco. British committee should be formed in London to consider 
difficulties for which no solution could be found locally 


‘THiese proposals were nccepted in a letter of the Sth October from Sir M. Peterson 
(seo enclosure 2), who in a mubsequent letter of the 17th October indicated the 
appropriate British membership of the Franco-British military committes 
charged with the task of pronouncing on the feasibility of elections being held in 
the States. 

To round off the arrangement it was at first proposed that there shoald be 
an ayreod dofinition of the basis upon which Anglo-French collaboration 
nhould be carried out in the Levant States. ‘The formula was to be interpretative 
of existing agreements and would in practice form the terms of reference of the 
joint Franco-British committee to be formed in London, ‘The draft of much an 
Interpretative document (we enclosure 3) had been agreed between M. Dejean 
and Sir M. Petorson, subject to the approval of His Majesty's Government anc 
the French National Committee, when on the 17th October General de Gaulle 
dinmiswed M. Dejean. ‘Thereafter it appeared that General de Gaulle wished 
to make some radical changes in the interpretative formula, and after some 
discussion M. Helleu, who had been designated as the head of the French delegn 
tion to the propowed London committee, on the 4th November put forward a 

tor-draft (see enclosure 4). On the 12th November M. Helleu was informed 

the now document was unacceptable and that it seemed to us preferable to 

om the attempt to negotiate an interpretative agreement and to fall back 

‘on the lettors exchanged between Sir M. Peterson and M. Dejean on the Sth and 
8th Ootober (see enclosures 1 and 2). 

Tn a letter of the 2th November the French National Committee acco 
this suggestion, and the London Joint Committee will meet henceforward as 
‘and when occasion may vise, 


Foreign Ofte 
z Nrccinder 2 i 12 


Enelosure 1 in No. 39, 


Aide-mémoire. 


1. Blections en Syrie et au Liban, 
Le Comité National Francais envisage que les élections soient annonces 
avant la fin de Vannée pour le printemps prochain ‘ 
‘Le Comité National comprend tout |'intérét politique qui s'attache & ce que 
cette annonce ne soit accompaguce de l'énonciation d’aucune condition, et 
traduise une décision bien arrétée, 
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Dans l'accord intervent au mois de juillet entre Mr, Casey et le ( 
Catroux, les élections avaient été envisagées a la double condition 


(a) que soit assuré le ravitaillement en bié de ta Syrie et du Liban 
(0) que la menace militaire sur le Levant soit écartée. 


Dyaprés les renseignements parvenus au Comité National, In premitre 
condition est aujourd'but remplie. 
_ Pour ce qui est de la seconde, il va de soi que la situation militaire demeure 
facteur dont Britanniques et Francais ont un égal intér@t A tenir compte. 
Un Comité militaire, composé du Général Catromx, duu Général commandant 
Ja IX’ Armée ot da Général commandant la VIII" Armée, pourrait étre invité 
constater, le moment venu, que la situation militaire 
nt longue’ pour qu'une campagi puisse 
re la sécurité des Etats du Levant ot des Forves alliées qui y sont 
stattonnées, 


2. Commandement 
Jn ce qui concerne la question du Commandement an Lev IL 
Chef des Forces Francaises Libres désirerait surtout voir rassemblor $008 Un 
 unités frangaises stationnées an Levant ot 

qui. i Vheure actuelle, seraient quelque peu dispersées. 

Ce point ferait actuellement l'objet d'un éhange de yues entre le 
Alexander et le Général Catroux. La question du Commandement. telle qu 
avait été soulevée par lo Uélégramme du Général Cate 
du 1” septembre 1042, ne #¢ pose done plus. 


8, Commission mite 
Les autres questions litigiouses pourraiont tre confides A la C 

mixte m fe dans le projet d'accord ( 

5 octobre pour communication au Foreign Office 

britannique x0 rangeait A Vidéo de constitner une pareitle commis 
Dans co cas la délégation frangaine comprendrait: M. Hellen, ancien 

Ankara, autrefois Secritaire général du Hant-Commissariat do 

In République francaise au Levant; M. Grandin de I'Eprevier et M, Honneat 
Ta commixsion pourrait s’adjoindre, selon les boioing, dex collaborates 

appartenant aux divers départements techniques. 


Londres, le 5 octobre 1942. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 59. 


Sir M. Peterson to M, Dejean 


THANK you for your letter of the Sth October, enclosing an aide-n 
out the three points concerning elections, command and the joint 

committee, which you had raised with Sir Orme Sargent and myself daring the 
course of our talks on the subject of the Middle East 

In taking note of the attitude of the French National Committee on these 
three questions, as set out in the aide-mémoire, I should like to take this oppor 
toni of confirming, o far as the question of elections is concerned the agreement 
reached between Mr. Casey and General Catroux during their discussions last 
summer. According to ‘this agreement, General Catronx would issue a 
preliminary statement in general terms announcing a return to democratic 
institutions. This would be followed by an announcement by the heads af the 
States that elections would be held by a definite date. Thereafter the Govern 
ments would prepare electoral rolls. Provided that the military situation allowed, 
the date of the elections would then be announced and the elections would be held 
after the statutory period had elapsed, i.¢., after twenty-one days in the case of 
Syria and after fifteen days in the case of the Lebanon. Finally, once the date 
of elections has been announced, reconstruction of the Governments in the two 
States would probably have to take place, The actual dates for these yarious 
steps which had been agreed last summer between Mr. Casey and General Catrous 
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will, of course, have to! be modified, it being understood that the announcement 
of elections will now be made before the end of the year and the whole programme 
completed hy, the spring. Such. questions and apy other modifications of detail 
can, we presume, be safely left for arrangement between the British and French 
authorities on the spot 

MAURICE PETERSON 


October 8, 1942, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 50, 


THE, nent of the United K. and the French National Co 
mittee, being determined to win the war side by side and to subordinate all other 
considerations to this d resolving to confirm for the present and to safe- 

ship between the British and French 
maintain the closest collaboration in all the spheres 
Middle East 

In order to dispel certain inisunderstandings which have arisen between them 
in that area, the two partios are agreed on the subjoined definition of the basis 
upon which their collaboration is to bo carried on. This definition is not to be 

led as superseding the various agreements existing between the two parties 

an interpretation designed unnecessary the revision of these 
existing agreements, 


The Government of the United Kingdom confirm that they do wot dixp 
and. privileged position of Frang 
ing that due regard ix paid to the development of the indepen 
dence of these States, which is contemplated in the mandate and is in conformity 
with the spirit of thé mandate 
2. In view of the identical military interests of the two 
Middle Fast daring the war, and of the imperative need for hi 
respective policies in that ate, the Frosch National Committee, being anxions 
to promote the growth of the tes on the basis of the 
Proclamations of Independen 26th, Nover 
declare, for their part, that they appreci interest which the ( 
iment of the United Kingdom have in the development of the independent Levant 
States in the conditions which are specified in paragraph 1 of the present 
ment, and also in $0 far as this development has a hearing upon the position 
the general interests of the Government of the. United Ringdom in the Middle 


‘3. ‘The Government of the United Kingdom recognise that the situation in 
tho Middle East area as a whole is of interest to the French National Committee 
to the extent that it may affect the situation in the Levant States and in view of 
the general interest of France in this area. 

4. The French National Committee recognise the necessity, for the purpore 
fof thy prosecution of the war, of treating the Middle Fast area ax a whole, not 
only in military matters, but'also in economic and financial matters, including 
questions of supply and man-power, Having regard to the predominant rile 
of the United Kingdom in the proseeation of the war in the Middle East area, the 
competent authorities of Fighting France will keep the British authorities 
informed in advance of all developments in these various spheres. which, together 
with the maintenance of security and public order, are of importance for the 
prosecution of the war. Further, they will pay the fullest attention and attach 
the greatest weight to requests which the competent British authorities may 
make to them in matters of this kind 

5. On their side the competent British authorities are ready to furnish 
information of the same nature ns well as to receive and to treat in the same 
‘manner requests which the competent authorities of Fighting France may make 
to the British authorities relating to the participation of the Levant States and 
of Fighting France in the war effort in the Middle East 

6. With a view to facilitating good relations and fall collaboration between 
their local authorities, the Government of the United Kingdom and the French 
National Committee agree to entrust a mixed Franco-British Commission sitting 
in London with the task of examining problems of mutual interest concerning 
the Middle Enst area, which both parties consider suitable for such examination, 
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more especially such problems as affect the Levant: States and have led to 
difficulties between the local authorities of the two parties. The constitution of 
this commission shall not be regarded as preventing the creation of similar mixed 
committees in the Middle East where the parties concerned think this procedure 
convenient. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 9. 
Projet d'Accord au nujet de la Syrie. 


LE Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni et le Comité National Krangais, animés 
de la volonté de gagner in guerre en commun, résolus a affiriner pour le présent 
i A savegarder pour Tavenir les ié entre les nations britannique et 
rancaise, sont décidés @ maintenir la collaboration la plus étroite dans la zone 
du Proche-Orient : 

En vue de dissiper certains malentendus qui se sont élevés entre elles dans 
cette région, es deux parties ont convenn de définir comme suit la base sur 
laquelle la collaboration sera. poursuivie. 

Cette débnition ne doit pas Sire considérée come se substitnant aux divers 
accords existant entre les deux parties, mais comme une interprétation destin 
rendre inutile Is revision des necorde existants, : 


Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté dans le Rayaume-Uni confirme q 
conteste pas Ia position peédominante et privilégiée de la France dans les Btats 

Levant, compte tenu du développement de 'indépendance do cee Etats priva 
par le Maridat et conforme A 'esprit du Mandat dont le Comité National Frangain 
continue it assumer Jes obligations 

En considération du role prédominant que In Grande-Bretagne exeroe dans 
Ja conduite de la dane Vensemble du Proche-Otient, les autorités compe 
tentes de la France Combattante sont disposes & tenir les autorités britanniques 
informées en temps utile des développement dordre militaire, économique, 
financier on concernant Je maintien de la aéeurité ot de Vordre publics dann les 
Etats du Levant, qui prisenteraient de Vimportance pour Ja cohduite de la guorre. 
En outre, elles considereroat avec le plus grand soin les demandes qui vientenlent 
i Jeu dre soumises par Tes autorité britanniqnes en corrlation avec les concours 
nécesstires apportés par cos antorités dans les lomaines aux pays d 
Levant dans {atérdt de la guerra items 

De leur cSté, les autorités britanniques compstentes sont prites d fourn 
informations de mime nature ainsi qu’a accuoillir ot A. traiter dane le 
exprit ler demandes quo les antoritis de Ia France Combattante, pourront 
nwenter aux autorités britanniques concernant la participa France 
ombattante et des Btats du Levant a Veffort de guerre dans le Proche-Orient 
com facie ls Done rapport a collaboration compete entre leury 
antorités, le Comité National Francais ot le Gouvernement eS 
Britannique sont d'accord pour ‘confier, A’ woe. Commiscia vices wuseets 
britannique, siégeant A Londres, Vexamen des problimes d'intérét. commun 
concernant le Proche-Orient que lew dewx parties considéreront devoir faire 
Tot en al Sane notamment coux qui n’auraient pas pu étre réglen 


4 novembre 1942, 





(E 6974 /207/80) No. 60. 


Sir E, Spears to Mr. Bden.—(Received November 26.) 
(No. 674) 


(Telegraphic. heirut, November 2 12 


Local enthusiasm for victories in Africa has somewhat abated and, de 
President Roosevelt's explanations, Fighting French remain despondent. at 
Darlan’s emergence as titular head of French North and West Africa, 
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2 Mr. George Wassworth, newly appointed Diplomatic Agent and Consul- 
General of United States, has presented. his letters credentials to Lebanese 
President. mar. 

3, First contingent of Assyrian and Lebanese pilgrims has left for Sue 
and efforts are being mae to arrange for a further sailing early in December 

4. There has been no marked increase in collection of wheal owing to bad 


weather. No further arrests have yet been made 





E 7206/207/80) No. 61 


Sir B. Speare to Mr. Eden—(Received December 9) 


0, 89 
lagen Beirut, December 9. 102 


portance to report, though there in renewed talk 

Syria resentment at the Government's failure to 

check continuation of ria in the cost of living is increasing In the absence of 

sensational news, the former apathy of the population towards the war ix 
returning, 

2 Reuttling of the French Fleet at Toulon has been used with effect as 
propaganda by the Fighting French. The Presidents of both States have sent 
ologeams of sympathy to General de Gaulle, ES 

'3. With a view to check extravagant the OC 
taking a census in Syria, ‘The result for Damascus was highly satisfactory 
The population was found to be 260,000 instead of 345,100 as alleged. Cereal 

polien were immediately cut in consequence, and by the Int Janhary will 
rotneed hy 120 tons to 80 tone daily, A similar conxus will be taken im ¢ 
ebanon in the near future, 
; Fighting French press and wireless cam) against Darlan has 
increayed in bitternen, 
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Sir B. Sprare to Mr. Eden—(Recrieed December 17) 
Freiageuphic) irat, December 10, 1942 
LY summary 
Anxiety 01 satisfactory economic situation inues and is reflected in 
minor strikes and threatened demonstrations in Damascus and Alepy 
‘ate as yet no xigns of any general movement of dissatisfaction likely to endang 
Pyatsitethe : 
2. Cost of living is expected to inores 
a deere permitting rents to be increased fro 
Syrian Prime Minister has apologised to 
speech and the two are again outwardly reconciled 
ot tunier ASO pier have lf Damas for Meco 


5 for cereal collection still remain low but steady 


recent 
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Weekly Political Summary No, 8, Syria and the Lebanon, December 2, 1A2— 


(Receieed December 18.) 
jeneral, “Oey 

‘THE Minister of State, accompanied by Mrs. Casey and Mr. Hopkinson, 
visited the Levant States during the week-end of 27th-30th November. | After 
two nights as guests of His Niajety"s Minister in, Beirut, where, he met the 
President, the Prime Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
General de Larminat, be flow via’ Aleppo and Deirer-Zor to Damascas sehere 
he met the Syrian President, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and General Collet. This visit gave great pleasure to the two Governments 
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French opinion is still thoroughly resentful at political events in North 
rica. The press continues to attack Darian, while paying tribute to the fleet's 
‘ction at Toulon. The first reaction of Syrian and Lebanese opinion was to bope 
that differences between Darian and de Gaulle would result in a weakening of 
French influence in the Levant State this appears to have faded out. 

The steady rise of the cost of living in both Syria and the Lebanon is a 
Perpetual source of discussion. The varions palliatives proposed by the Lebanese 
Administration have so far had no effect, as was to be expected of the present 
inefficient executive. 


Wheat 

Cereal collection continues, but the rate of inflow remains disappointingly 
low. ‘Transport has become a pressing problem, and is hampering the collection 
of grain to a great extent. Every effort is being made to find a solution in the 
nea future. | The supply. from abroad of a number of motor lorries is be 
expedited by the Middle East Supply Centre, with the express instruction that 
forthe first two months they are 10 be used for cereal collection enly, and thie will 
be a considerable help. 

‘The arrests foreshadowed in last week's Summary are under discussion and 
several names have been selected, 


Syria: Damascus 

The chief event of the week has been a speech made by the Prime Minister, 
Husni Bey Barazi, on the 23rd November at a concert organised by the journalists, 
in which be criticised the Allies for not implementing their promises towards 

Tho speech, which is interpreted ty the public as a futile bid for 
Nationalist goodwill, has naturally perturbed the Free French: they do not, 
however, apparently propose to use it for the moment to get rid of Husni Bey, 
who is conscious of the blunder he has committed. When next day the Bchor de 
Syrie published an attack on Hosni Bey and criticised his speech, General Collet 
ordered the withdrawal of the edition and the paper was subsequently suspended 
for ten days. 

Mr. Wadsworth, the United States diplomatic agent, presented his letters 
of credence on the Ist December As stated in last week's Summary, there had 
been a back-stage hitch when it was learned that the letters of credence for the 
Lebanon specified "with residence at Beirut."" ‘The difficalty was finally overcome 
by the insertion of a reference to the United States Government's intention to 
‘open a legation in “this illustrious capital 

Ata joint meeting of the Chambers of Commerce of Aleppo and Damascus 
agreement was-reached that in principle an income tax law should be applied. 
Tt was also agreed that Syrian merchants should contribute 8, 1,500,000 in 
respect of the present year 


Jebel Dense. 

Meetings which were held at the end of October by the opponents of the 
Atrash clan to protest against their mal-administration of the country and their 
nepotism cansed great excitement in Atrash circles; Soltan Pasha was persuaded 
to abandon his policy of non-intervention, and recently convoked # counter 
meeting of Atrash aupporters, ‘This was, however, a failure; the onpesivnns waa 
again Fra active, and arranzed a meeting on the 28nl Novemor at which the 
same grievances were aired. The Political Officer reports that these meetings have 
cansed more unrest than the Jebel Druze hns-known for some months, 


Euphrates and Jezireh 
No sticcessor has yet been appointed in the place of Daham-el-Hadi, head of 
the Syrian Shammar. 
A British officer resident for some months in the Jezireh is informed that 
deaths in this area from smallpox have been exceptionally heavy, and figures vary 
from 6,000 to 12,000. 


The Lebanon. 


The first anniversary of the Declaration of Lebanese Independence was 
celebrated in Beirut on the 26th November hy a well arranged and unexpectedly 
smart review of Lebanese troops and gendarmerie, and a reception. by the 
President which was notable for the alsence of all prominent political leaders, 
‘The population evinced little interest, and the anniversary passed practically 
‘unnoticed in other parts af the Lebanon. 
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The reconciliation between the President and the Maronite Patriarch has 
ne we nena ‘The internal relations between the members of the 
o deteriorated, and the Prime Minister 

ent and Minister ofthe Interior, with 


already come to an end 
Lebanese Government themselves have al 
is hardly on speaking terms with the Pre 


ihe result that there is little effective administration ; 
te “Saitation against the War Profits Tax bus temporarily died down, though 
the Prime Minister professes to fear that the big merchants may shortly organise 


her disorders by the Phalange and Najjadé partes, and is pressing 
for the complete suppression of these illegal parties by the British authorities, as 
Ie cost be is fares to take such action himself. The prepost that the 
Merchants’ Association should compound for arrears by a voluntary lump sum 
has been dropped owing to the inability of the members of the association to 
settle amongst themselves the amount to be contributed 


strikes and 
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Sir E. Speare to Mr. Rden.—(Receiced December 2) 
(No. 717.) 


(Tolegraphic.) 
WEEKLY. summary at 
Foast of Bairam has heen celebeated in an atmosphere of optimism stimulated 

by newn from North Africa and Soviet Union, Owing to the feast, however, wheat 

purchases dropped by nearly 1,000 tons compared with last week. 
2. Failure of Syrian Prime Minister to attend the ceremonies in Damascus 
haw apparently reopined the breach between him and the President, and belief 
han nt is imminent ix again widespread 

vat Geral Catroux's return tothe Levast hax men fllowed by renewed talk 

of election and. consequent political activity. In French circles the general's 

satisfaction at his reception in London and announcement regarding Madagascar 
have made an excellent impression, 

tere ttaiticTripoll away was formally opened on the 20th December by 

Commander:in-Chief, Middle East, in the presence of the Leboness President 

rovoral minivters and Catroux 


Beirut, December 24, 1942. 
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CHAPTER VI._GENERAL. 


No, 
a) 


Aide-Mémoire Communicated by the United Statex Ambassador,— 
(Receiced August 31.) 


THE Embassy has received from the Secretary of State a telegram concerning. 
plan regarding the situation in the Near East which has been discussed with 
the President and has received his general approval. The substance of that 
telegram is as follows -— 

1. The United States Joint Chiefy of Staff for some timo haye been giving 
‘special consideration to the situation in the Near East, and have discussed wit 
the Department of State the serious consequences for tho (inital Nacious of 
possible Axis success in this area, wy feel that every possible effort, both 
political and military, must be made to hold this vital region, 

2 The United States still holds a fortunate position in the Bast, and 
its prestige and influence are high. ‘The people of that area seem to realise that 
the United States has no territorial or political interest there, and, duo largely to 
a century of American missionary, educational and philanthropic efforts, there is 
widespread goodwill toward the United States 

Although Inrge American military forces ure not! at the present time 
available for the protection of the Near East, in view of tho aforesaid goodwill 
it is the feeling of the Department of State that in the field of political action 
and propaganda the United States is in a position to make’ aii important 
contribution to help the Uaited Nations hold that area 

4. In an effort to be of help in the political field, in the face of the existing 
situation, the Department of State has under contemplation the following two 
specific steps — 

(2) The insurance of a declaration of United States Government policy in 

regard to the Ni he lines of the attached draft 

(®) The appointment of n diplomatic agent to Syria and the Lebanon 


5. A further step is under consideration by the Joint Chiofs of Stafl. ‘They 
fully realise that the Near Kast is primarily a British theatre of military 
responsibility, but they feel that an American mission, part military and part 
economic, might, in the light of the American position in the Near Hast, 
contribute to the United Nations’ success in that area, and the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff have, therefore, in mind the sending of auch an’ American mission to the 
Near Fast as soon as possible, 

6 An initial activity of such a mission would be to make an economic sui 
‘of the area. In addition, two sections of the mission would, upon arrival 
Near East, start setting up S.I- and 8.0, organisitions respectively, which can 
fentinue to supply information and harass the enemy should the area he invaded 
by the Axis. In fine with arrangements which it is undorstood have already been 
agreed upon in London in regard to S.0. operations, the SO. section of this 
mission would work in closest collaboration with the British S.0.E. of the Middle 
East Command, While it would build its own local organisations, as regarde 
actual operations while this area remains a British theatre of military 
responsibility the section wonld, of course, function only with the approval and 
under the direction of the aforesaid British authorities 

7. A major function of another section of such an American mission would 
te to endeavour to make the most of existing goodwill toward the United States, 
in order to gain more active support of the peoples of this area for a United 
Nations’ vietory. The main efforts of this section of the inission, which would 
be quite separate from the $.1, and 8.0. sections, would be in the field of political 
warfare and of propaganda. This would require the closest collaboration, on the 
one hand, with the American consular and diplomatic representatives in. this 
area and, on the other hand, with the local representatives of the Oilice of War 
Information, who would actually do the propaganda work. Personal contact with 
influential leaders in the various areas af the Near East would meeeeante bee 
important function of the head of thie mission, . 

8. It is intended that American propaganda throughout the Near East will 
te greatly and rapidly increased, both in volume and effectiveness, over What hax 
been done to date. The need to make available in the shortest possible time an 
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increased amount of American ne ers and efficient photo. 
newspaper service, pamphlets éc.. a8 are heing offered in other parts 
of the world, has been discussed with the Office of War Information, 

9. For effective co-ordination, the activities of the mission must, of course, 
be subject to the general control of the American Theatre Commander, and full 
co-operation with all other American Government agencies operative in the Near 
East is being arranged prior to the departure of the proposed mission. 

10, In its work in the Near East the American mission must operate in 
closest collaboration with the British and Fighting French, though as an 
independent American organisation. Its principal arguments will be — 

(a) The military power and potentialities of the United Nations. 

(b) The inevitable fate of the peoples of the Near East in case of Axis 
victory—political and economic enslavement as in all occupied 
countries a : 

(c) The self-interest of the Near East peoples and their better prospects for 
Political and economic development as a result of u United Nations 
victory 

(a) The assurance of the support of the United States for their aspirations 
to independence after the war if, in line with American and British 
foreign policy and the Atlantic Charter, these peoples actively assist 
in winning it 

11. Such an American mission will naturally cover the same theatre as 

Middle East Command, but its prime efforts will be aimed at the Arab 

king world of the near Fast—Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Trans: 
Jordan, Arabia, Iraq; because of physical location, Turkey and Tran, The 
oficial headquarters will be situated in the same place as the British: Middle 
Eaat Command, while operating headquarters probably will be established in 
Beirut, Lebanon, with subs 
‘areas, 
12. The proposed head of the mission is Lieut-Colonel Harold B. Hoskins, 
United States army, for the past year and a half in the State Department and 
from now on ot indefinite leave of absence. Colonel Hoskins, who was born 
in Beirut of American missionary parents, speaks Arabic, French, German and 
Spanish. During the last war be was i captain in the Fifth’ Regiment of 
Marines, Second United States Division, wounded and decorated. Since then 
he has been in the cotton goods business in the United States, bat has continued 
to teavel widely in Southern Europe and the Near East. He is also vice-president 
of the Board of Trustees of the American University at Beirut. 

13, In order to avoid competition with existing British organisations and 
reduce duplication to. minimum, the American mission will aim wherever 
possible at enlisting the support of students and graduates of American schools 
Kind collages in the Near East as the background of its eflorts, Students of these 
institutions are among the mental and physical élite of the countries of that 
trea, aid many of the older graduates’ are political nnd business leaders of 
their countries. 

14. The Department of State feels that the effort involved in the send 
of the mission is well worth while and that its results can be mubstantiated, 
especially ax it will enjoy the full support of both the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
the Department of State, and it is hoped, therefore, that it can proceed with the 
prior agreements to its American character and activities of the British 
political and military authorities, 

The embassy hns been requested, therefore, to discuss the project with His 
Majesty's Government with a view to its concurrence int -— 

(1) The issuance of the attached proposed declaration of United States 
Government policy for the Near East. (The statement could be 
issued by American diplomatic representatives in the Near East if 
His Majesty's Government so desires, thongh it is felt that for 
maximum effect it should be issued in Washington by the President 
‘or the Secretary of State.) 

(2) The operation of the American mission along the lines oatlined above. 


Tu vlow of the urgency which the Seoretary of State attaches to this matter, 
an enrly expression of His Majesty's Governments views would be greatly 
Appreciated. ‘The question is likewise being discussed with the Fighting French 
in view of their interest in certain regions of the Near East 


London, August 31, 1942. 


diary headquarters in each of the foregoing political 





Enclosure in (1), 


Proposed Statement of the United States Goviriment with respect ¢o the 
Near East 


QUESTIONS have been asked as to the attitude of the Government of the 
United States towards the peoples of the Near East, with particular reference 
to their future. It is therefore desirable to make known’ this Government's 
attitude, whieh is as follows -— 


The war objectives of this Government, as stated in the Atlantic Charter 
include the “‘desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with the 
freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned,” and respect for ‘the right of 
all peoples to choose the form of government under which they will live, 

An elaboration is given in the basic statement of policy made by Secretary 
of State Cordell Hull on the 23rd July, 1942, as follows : ¢ 


“We have always believed—and we believ hat all peoples, 
without distinction of race, colour. of religion, w prepared and willing 
to accept the responsibilities of liberty, are entitled to its enjoyment, 

We have always sought—and we seek to-day—to encourage and aid all 
who aspire to freedom to establish their right to it by preparing themselves 
to assume its obligations 

thas beet! our purpose in the past-and will remain our purpose in 
the future—to use the full measure of our influence to support attainment of 
freedom by all peoples who, by their acts. show themselves worthy.”” 


‘This Government is, of course, dedicated to the fulfilment of these objectives 
a the Near East as in other parts of the world. 

‘The record shows that the Axis Powors have repontedly and cynically dis. 
honoured their promises and engagements. Therefore, it is inconceivable that 
any Near Fastern peoples place either faith or credence in them. The Axia 
aggressors threaten the maintenance and extension of freedom in the Near Fant; 
consequently, increased participation in the war effort by all Near Eastern peoples 
would he in their own interest and, naturally, would be welcomed by the (ned 
States Government i 
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‘ Mr. Eden to Viscount Helifan (Washington), 
(No. 731.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 15, 1942, 

WHEN the United States Ambassador came to see ine this morning I gave 
him a copy of the attached document, setting out our views on the United States 
aide-mémoire about the Middle East situation and American intentions, 1 told 
the Ambassador that while I understood that this reply would not entirely: meet 
the wishes of his Government, we had thought it better thus to set out our position 
frankly and we would be glad if the United States Government would allow us 
to see the terms of any declaration that they might ultimately decide to make. It 
was most important that in this Middle Eastern area we should follow the samie 
Bolicies and as far as posible the same practices, 

2 T then told Mr. Winant that I would like to describe to him the means 
by which we had sought to strongthen our diplomacy in those lands during the 
last two years First and foremost, of course, came military strength, Next, th 
giving of practical help in finance and armaments as far ax possible in tormns 

eoerlly understond by the mass of the people, As an example of this 1 cited 
Hee grant of haifa million we hnd recently made towaris A‘RP. in-Itaq, and 
the transfer of a certain number of armoured cars to the Iraqi Army, . Thirdly, 
the rounding up of Axis agents. Considerable progres bad been made with thi 
task during the last eighteen months, and though it could not be described as com- 
pleted, the position had undoubtedly greatly improved in Persia and Iraq and 
cleewhere in the Middle East 

8. Finally, there was the question of propaganda, in which sphere it was all 
important that the Americans should say the same things as ourselves, We had 

roceeded on the broad basis of "better the devil you know than the devil you 
jon't."” Our past record in the Middle East was one of which we had no reason 
to be ashamed. As.a result of our treaty with Iraq we had withdrawn from that 
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country and set up an independent State. In due course after the victory was 
won, we should do so again. These were things which the Arabs remembered. 
They could fairly be contrasted with the German doctrine of Herrenvolk and the 
Italian practice in Tripoli simpler we kept our propaganda lessons, the 
tive were they likely to be. ‘The Ambassador would understand from 
the brief description I bad given him al we thought it was that in 
any work that the Americans undertoob Allied cause in the Middle 
astern theatre of war they should co-operate close! pis was after 
alla theatre in which we had had some experience, and despite the varying for 
tunes of war we did feel that we could show a steady record of progress. Indeed, 
it might be said that it was remarkable that the Middle Eastern countries had 
remained so stable during the last year when we hid suffered many set-backs in 
the field, 

4. ‘The Ambassador agreed, anid T think understood that ‘his Government 
had much to learn about this part of the world, He undertook to report what 
Thad said to his Government, together with the memorandum. 1 think that he 
will do his best to put our point of view in a favourable light. 

Tam, & 


mare € 


JONY EDEN 


Enclosure in (2). 
A ide-Mémoire 


HIS Majesty's Government have not failed to give most careful attention 
to the aidomémoire received from the American Embassy under date the 
Bist August, in which the op ed oD 
‘certain political action, contemp! 

Middle East, and on the proposed despatch of « special Ameri 
thone regions 

2. His Majesty's Government fully appreciate the wish of the United States 
Government to utile for the parposer of the war all the great reserves of good 
will which the United States has undoubtedly built up in the Middle East by 

aces of philanthropic and cultural enterprise. ‘They agree that it is highly 
dosirable to make the most effective use possible of these reserves, and of the great 
influence which the United States enjoy, for other reasons, in those. territories 

clsowh { they cordially welcome the intention of the United States 
jovernment to appoint a Diplomatic Ayent in Syria and the Lebanon. As 
rowards the propmsad public declaration, His Majesty's Government recognise the 
Value of any step that would stimulate the Middle Eastern peoples to increase 
the degree of their participation in the resistance to the Axis aggressors, and if 
the United States Government are of the opinion that this object can satisfactorily 
be advanced by the issue of a declaration, His Majesty's Government would not 
wish to raise objection, At the same time, they must in all frankness say that 
they see very considerable dangers in addressing a statement in the form proposed 
to the regions in question, and should the United States Government be prepared, 
Ais His Majesty's Government sincerely hope, to reconsider the wording of the 
draft statement, His Majesty's Government woald greatly appreciate an 
opportunity to consider any revised formula, 

8. Tn the first place, the stress laid in the draft declaration on the promotion 
of “liberty” and freedom" appears inappropriate when applied to a region 
{in which all the countries specified, with the exceptions of Palestine and Trans- 
jordania and the possible furthor exception of the Levant States, already enjuy 
Independence qualified only by the exigencies of the war situation and the require. 

s of the Allied forces operating within their boundaries, 

4. Such a declaration followed by the announcement on the American side 
of the intention to despatch a Special Mission would, in the view of His Majesty's 
Government, inoar the precise rik of strengthening that Axis influence and that 
Axis propaganda which itis the express intention of the proposal to combat 
‘The meaning af the draft declaration would infallibly be taken in the countries 
to which it is intended to apply as containing both an implication that “ liberty " 

is being withheld and an assurance that it 1s the intention of the United States 
Government to hasten its achievement. No implications could be more welcome 
10° Axis propaganda, contd be wore readily turned against the occupying forces 
or could be more calcalated to increase the tension of the existing situation and 


to threaten the security of the Allied Command. 
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5. On the other hand, and as regards th 
nian Ot . ards the areas covered hy the proposed 
maission which do enjoy full independence, Hix Majesty's Gover aap ae aa 
feel that the sugyi sted mission and the draft declaration are liable to be misi 
icp or ottrein d eGru cin ne ma 
hardly fail to have dangerous repercussions. Ax regards Syria and the Leba on, 
he United States Government are aware, the situation “o 
far asthe fulsiment ofthe Anglo-French recognition of ielenes ela 
by the obstruction of the Fighting French administration, while the tence miteacy 
situation in Egypt renders ileal for Hie Maenty's Gove monet on thelt tee 
appl would otherwise wish to bring. American hel 
in securing this fulilment, afforded at the right time avd. athe toy ee 
mil be heartily wel His Majesty's Government, But the propo so 
advanced, nso fa a they refer to thee aren, scm o His Majesty’ Government 
pice ie Ma tes pals agitation nnd excitement which, at the 
6 A special word must be said about Turkey. Although His M 
overnment hat the tiwrdly appropriate to that 
cn ty rah acl ts 
States. Government may wish to make for the uiifaation, and the ineeewan an 
the interest of the United Nations’ w fence in 
Turk the view of His, Maje essentially’ question 
ed Ste ant Ha Gti sin 
ment, for their part, if nly in view of their treaty of ‘alliance wits 
icate political xituation in regard to that country. welcome 
the evident readiness of the United Stats Government to hep them roqea ad 
ith the action which they may propose to take Sa cat 
7. Ax regards the Special Mission, the United States (i 
aware from enquiries made a few weeks ago, both through Ilia Marengo ES ae 
in Washingtan and through Mr Phillipe in London that Hie Mae ee 
ment knew that wach a mission was under diacusion in Washingtaae Sines ty 
fhe implications of the proposal. even without the full datas which the Unite 
States nt have now been so good as to supply, have naturally bon the 
Subject of careful and matore study sn London Wine tally recopntsiag unt 
valuable might be played by an omissary w chain 
Koel ca othe gush dee tee areeae, ith eal and spe ge 
ex cman a See hae oe Pa om 
tnolude ina Beith military zone, strongly to deprecate' tho despa ey 
inwion with activitios which are both politial and diplomatic, reopaewlice 
and subversive (post-occupational), "As to there Jast, they would drge teat i. 
‘modus vinendi arrived at by the two departments concerned shoal le need ta 
fines experience has shown that work of this nature, when conducted in areas 
Mich ave not yet fallen under enemy oscupation, carige grave raky which ean 
nly be met by the accept full control over such work hy the military 
& In respect ; tiviu 
, ivities mentioned in nhassy' 
tvamerandam, Hs Najet's lovernment wen looms the atpoinineaes 
special American personnel to work with the appropriate Britah authorities 
ai all theve mat eneral, they welcome the intention of the United 
States Governmoat that American propaganda should be geeatly and mpi 
sof in the interest of the United Nations’ war effort throughout the Middle 
were the wil. for the reasons poitited ont in the American Em 
morandum, should te peculiarly fertile aes 


Foreign Office, 
September 1, 1942 





